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“This series is a tremendous resource for those wanting to study and teach the Bible with an understanding of how the gospel is woven throughout Scripture. Here are gospel-minded pastors and scholars doing gospel business from all the Scriptures. This is a biblical and theological feast preparing God’s people to apply the entire Bible to all of life with heart and mind wholly committed to Christ’s priorities.”

BRYAN CHAPELL, President Emeritus, Covenant Theological Seminary; Senior Pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church, Peoria, Illinois

“Mark Twain may have smiled when he wrote to a friend, ‘I didn’t have time to write you a short letter, so I wrote you a long letter.’ But the truth of Twain’s remark remains serious and universal, because well-reasoned, compact writing requires extra time and extra hard work. And this is what we have in the Crossway Bible study series Knowing the Bible. The skilled authors and notable editors provide the contours of each book of the Bible as well as the grand theological themes that bind them together as one Book. Here, in a 12-week format, are carefully wrought studies that will ignite the mind and the heart.”

R. KENT HUGHES, Visiting Professor of Practical Theology, Westminster Theological Seminary

“Knowing the Bible brings together a gifted team of Bible teachers to produce a high-quality series of study guides. The coordinated focus of these materials is unique: biblical content, provocative questions, systematic theology, practical application, and the gospel story of God’s grace presented all the way through Scripture.”

PHILIP G. RYKEN, President, Wheaton College

“These Knowing the Bible volumes provide a significant and very welcome variation on the general run of inductive Bible studies. This series provides substantial instruction, as well as teaching through the very questions that are asked. Knowing the Bible then goes even further by showing how any given text links with the gospel, the whole Bible, and the formation of theology. I heartily endorse this orientation of individual books to the whole Bible and the gospel, and I applaud the demonstration that sound theology was not something invented later by Christians, but is right there in the pages of Scripture.”

GRAEME L. GOLDSWORTHY, former lecturer, Moore Theological College; author, According to Plan, Gospel and Kingdom, The Gospel in Revelation, and Gospel and Wisdom

“What a gift to earnest, Bible-loving, Bible-searching believers! The organization and structure of the Bible study format presented through the Knowing the Bible series is so well conceived. Students of the Word are led to understand the content of passages through perceptive, guided questions, and they are given rich insights and application all along the way in the brief but illuminating sections that conclude each study. What potential growth in depth and breadth of understanding these studies offer! One can only pray that vast numbers of believers will discover more of God and the beauty of his Word through these rich studies.”

BRUCE A. WARE, Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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Series Preface

KNOWING THE BIBLE, as the series title indicates, was created to help readers know and understand the meaning, the message, and the God of the Bible. Each volume in the series consists of 12 units that progressively take the reader through a clear, concise study of one or more books of the Bible. In this way, any given volume can fruitfully be used in a 12-week format either in group study, such as in a church-based context, or in individual study. Of course, these 12 studies could be completed in fewer or more than 12 weeks, as convenient, depending on the context in which they are used.

Each study unit gives an overview of the text at hand before digging into it with a series of questions for reflection or discussion. The unit then concludes by highlighting the gospel of grace in each passage (“Gospel Glimpses”), identifying whole-Bible themes that occur in the passage (“Whole-Bible Connections”), and pinpointing Christian doctrines that are affirmed in the passage (“Theological Soundings”).

The final component to each unit is a section for reflecting on personal and practical implications from the passage at hand. The layout provides space for recording responses to the questions proposed, and we think readers need to do this to get the full benefit of the exercise. The series also includes definitions of key words. These definitions are indicated by a note number in the text and are found at the end of each chapter.

Lastly, to help understand the Bible in this deeper way, we urge readers to use the ESV Bible and the ESV Study Bible, which are available in various print and digital formats, including online editions at esv.org. The Knowing the Bible series is also available online.

May the Lord greatly bless your study as you seek to know him through knowing his Word.

J. I. Packer
Lane T. Dennis





Week 1: Overview

Getting Acquainted

Paul is sometimes called the “apostle of faith.” Peter has been called the “apostle of hope.” And John has received the attribution of the “apostle of love.” All of the apostles taught Christian “faith, hope, and love” (1 Cor. 13:13). Nevertheless, John’s epistles are particularly emphatic regarding the Christian calling to love. Out of 221 instances of the word “love” in the New Testament, 42 (or nearly 20 percent) occur in the brief epistles of John. Even though John’s epistles are among the shortest books of the Bible, his first letter alone contains more mentions of “love” (36 times) than does any other book in the Bible, save one: only the book of Psalms contains more references to “love.” For good reason, these epistles have contributed to John’s reputation as the “apostle of love.”

But it is not his own message that John writes: “This is the message we have heard from him,” that is, from Jesus (1 John 1:5). It is Jesus who has showed us that God is holy, without sin, and abounding in love. Therefore we who have been made children of God through Christ’s atoning1 work ought to cease from sin and grow in love for one another. John writes these three letters to instruct and motivate us in sanctification2 and love. The motivational character of John’s letters is particularly striking. He writes with an emotive, picturesque, rhetorically amplified style designed to stir our hearts as well as instruct our minds.

The three epistles of John form a single “package,” probably designed to be taken together. First John is the main document of the three; it is essentially a written sermon and lacks the normal salutation (compare Rom. 1:1–7) and farewell instructions (compare Rom. 16:1–27) of a typical epistle. However, the short letter we know as 2 John contains the elements of a salutation. And 3 John contains the personal instructions often included at the end of an epistle. All three epistles thus probably formed a single packet delivered together: a cover letter to the congregation (2 John), a cover letter to the pastor (3 John), and the main written sermon (1 John). In this study, we will examine the written sermon (1 John) first and then consider the shorter epistles in their likely roles as cover letters. (For further background, see the ESV Study Bible, pages 2425–2446; online at esv.org.)

Placing 1–3 John in the Larger Story

Initially, the Scriptures used by the church were those of the Old Testament. Since Jesus came to fulfill all that was promised in the Law and the Prophets (Luke 24:44–45), the church grew in Christian faith through instruction in the Old Testament Scriptures as the apostles3 testified to their fulfillment in Jesus (Acts 2:14–36; 4:23–31; 7:1–53; 8:26–35; 13:16–41). However, Jewish leaders outside the church (Acts 4:18) as well as some teachers inside the church (Acts 15:5; 1 John 2:18–19) promoted false teachings about the meaning of the Scriptures and the ministry of Jesus. It was urgent to document the apostles’ testimony for the wider church and for future generations. Paul (Acts 20:31), Peter (2 Peter 1:15), John, and others of the apostles (1 John 1:3–4) participated in this crucial project of documenting the apostolic testimony concerning Jesus, resulting in the New Testament, which accompanies the Old Testament to form the complete canon of Christian Scripture.

John, who calls himself “the elder” (2 John 1; 3 John 1), was likely the longest-surviving apostle. His epistles are among the final of the apostolic writings provided to secure the church in the “message we have heard from him” (1 John 1:5) in the face of false teachers (1 John 2:18–26).

Key Verses

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. . . . The world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15–17)

Date and Historical Background

After Christ’s ascension, John continued to minister in Jerusalem alongside the other apostles (Acts 8:1). Early church fathers indicate that he left Jerusalem just prior to the Roman destruction of the city in AD 70. John reportedly spent his later years in Ephesus, until his exile to the Isle of Patmos (Rev. 1:9). Most scholars believe that John wrote his eponymous epistles while laboring in Ephesus. If this is correct, he likely wrote these letters to other churches in the vicinity of Ephesus (see Rev. 2:8–3:22). Alternatively, if John wrote these letters toward the end of his years in Jerusalem, he may have addressed them to the church in Ephesus itself while already anticipating a move there (2 John 12; 3 John 10, 13).

Outline

1 John: The Written Sermon

  I.   Introduction (1:1–2:14)

  A.   John’s authority (1:1–4)

  B.   John’s message (1:5–10)

  C.   John’s reason for writing (2:1–14)

  II.   Main Exhortation: Love the Father, Not the World (2:15–17)

  III.   Lessons on Christian Faithfulness (2:18–5:12)

  A.   Beware of antichrists (2:18–27)

  B.   Abide in Christ (2:28–3:10)
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var hiliteColor = 'ffff99';			// light yellow
var hiliteTimeout, hiliteTimeout2;
var fadeTime = '.5s';
var hiliteTime = 3000; 				// 3 seconds, amount of time to keep target highlighted
var cookieCheckInterval = 500; 		// 0.5 seconds.

///
// Check for highlight cookie and set up recurring checking
///
function check_for_hilite(){
	doHilite();
	///
	// We need to check for cookie fairly often because if the page is redisplayed, it may not reload, so 
	// we can't rely on using the onload function.
	///
	setInterval(function(){doHilite();}, cookieCheckInterval);
}

///
// Get cookie to let us know what to highlight
///
function doHilite(){
	var isHilite = getCookie('hilite-link-hilite');
	if (typeof isHilite !== 'undefined' && isHilite !== ''){
		hl(isHilite, 'd');
		deleteCookie('hilite-link-hilite');
	}
}

///
// Highlight a link target for a short time.
// Function name is short because it is used many times in the eBook.
// myType = (d) Direct, target is in current html file. (c) Use cookie, target is in another file
///
function hl(myTarget, myType){
	if (myType == 'd') hilite_function(myTarget);
	else setCookie('hilite-link-hilite', myTarget, 1);
}

// return the containing <p/> element for thisElem
function containingParagraph(thisElem) {
	var parent = thisElem.parentNode;
	if (parent.nodeName!='p') {
		parent = containingParagraph(parent);
	}
	return parent;
}

///
// Highlight spans or divs based on class name.
// myTarget = class name you want highlighted.
///
function hilite_function(myTarget){
	var myStyle = '-webkit-transition:background-color ' + fadeTime + ' ease-in; background:#' + hiliteColor;
	var myObj = document.getElementById(myTarget);
	var myEndObj = document.getElementById(myTarget + '_end');
	var myFoundEndObj = 0;
	var mySpanList = new Array(); // list of span elements that were added, these will need to be set to highlight.
	///
	// If there is no end element, just highlight the paragraph
	///
	if (typeof(myEndObj) === 'undefined' || myEndObj === null){
		mySpanList[0] = containingParagraph(myObj);
		mySpanList[0].setAttribute('style', myStyle);
	} else { // Highlight from start element to end element
		myFoundEndObj = 1;
		var myRange = document.createRange();
		myRange.setStart(myObj, 0);
		myRange.setEnd(myEndObj, 0);
		var pastStartNode = false, reachedEndNode = false;
		
		function getTextNodesInRange(node){
			if (node == myObj) {
				pastStartNode = true;
			} else if (node == myEndObj) {
				reachedEndNode = true;
			} else if (node.nodeType == 3) {
				if (pastStartNode && !reachedEndNode && !/^\s*$/.test(node.nodeValue)) {
					node.innerHTML = '<span class="target_highlight">' + node.textContent + '</span>';
					var span = document.createElement("span");
					span.className = "target_highlight";
					span.textContent = node.textContent;
					node.parentNode.replaceChild(span, node); 
				}
			} else {
				for (var i = 0, len = node.childNodes.length; !reachedEndNode && i < len; ++i){
					getTextNodesInRange(node.childNodes[i]);
				}
			}
		}
		getTextNodesInRange(myRange.commonAncestorContainer);
		var mySpanList = document.getElementsByClassName('target_highlight');
		for (var i = 0; i < mySpanList.length; i++)
		{
			mySpanList[i].setAttribute('style', myStyle);
		}
	}
	//remove hilite
	hiliteTimeout = setTimeout(function(){
		for (var i = 0; i < mySpanList.length; i++){
			mySpanList[i].setAttribute('style', '-webkit-transition:background-color ' + fadeTime + ' ease-out; background:none;');
		}
		hiliteTimeout = null;
		hiliteTimeout2 = null;
	}, hiliteTime);
	//remove spans 1 second later
	if (myFoundEndObj){
		hiliteTimeout2 = setTimeout(function(){
			for (var i = 0; i < myList.length; i++){
				var myText = createTextNode(mySpanList[i].textContent);
				mySpanList[i].parentNode.replaceChild(myText, mySpanList[i]);
			}
		}, hiliteTime + (parseFloat(fadeTime) * 1000));
	}
}

///
// Set highlight cookie
///
function setCookie(c_name, value, expdays){
	var expdate = new Date();
	expdate.setDate(expdate.getDate() + expdays);
	var c_value = escape(value) + ((expdays === null) ? "" : "; expires="+expdate.toUTCString());
	document.cookie=c_name + "=" + c_value;
}

///
// Retrieve highlight cookie
///
function getCookie(c_name){
	var i,x,y,ARRcookies=document.cookie.split(";");
	for (i = 0; i<ARRcookies.length; i++){
		x = ARRcookies[i].substr(0,ARRcookies[i].indexOf("="));
		y = ARRcookies[i].substr(ARRcookies[i].indexOf("=")+1);
		x = x.replace(/^\s+|\s+$/g,"");
		if (x == c_name) return unescape(y);
	}
	return "";
}

///
// Delete cookie after highlight has been set
///
function deleteCookie(c_name){
	if (getCookie(c_name)) document.cookie = c_name + "=;expires=Thu, 01-Jan-1970 00:00:01 GMT";
}




