








    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy



Galsworthy, John

4057664621849

142

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy," the acclaimed author of the Forsyte Saga presents a compelling collection of reflective essays that traverse a range of themes including social justice, human nature, and the role of the artist in society. Galsworthy's literary style is characterized by its clarity and grace, employing a mix of wit and earnestness that invites readers to ponder the moral dilemmas of his time. Written during the early 20th century, these essays echo the burgeoning social consciousness and tumultuous changes of post-Victorian Britain, capturing the essence of a society grappling with modernization and class struggle. John Galsworthy (1867-1933), a prominent figure in the literary landscape of his era, was deeply influenced by his observations of societal inequities and personal experiences, including his interactions with various social classes. His dedication to social reform is evident in his works, which often reflect his advocacy for the disenfranchised. Galsworthy's literary contributions earned him the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1932, solidifying his legacy as a novelist and essayist committed to illuminating pressing societal issues. For readers seeking to engage with the philosophical inquiries and ethical concerns of early 20th-century thought, "The Complete Essays of John Galsworthy" offers profound insights that remain relevant today. This collection not only showcases Galsworthy'Äôs articulate prose but also invites reflection on contemporary social issues, making it an essential read for anyone invested in literature and social thought.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Studies and Essays: Concerning Letters



Galsworthy, John

4057664625519

129

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "Studies and Essays: Concerning Letters," John Galsworthy presents a compelling exploration of the art and significance of letter writing, revealing its role in shaping human relationships and understanding. Engaging in a blend of personal reflection and literary critique, Galsworthy employs a lyrical, contemplative prose style that mirrors the intimate nature of the letters he examines. This collection situates itself within the broader literary context of early 20th-century British literature, where epistolary forms were not only prevalent but also essential for societal communication and artistic expression. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author known for his keen social insights and distinctive narrative voice, draws upon his own experiences and observations of the epistolary form to craft this insightful work. Emerging from a time of profound social change, Galsworthy's reflections are informed by his background in law and his advocacy for social reform, lending an authenticity and urgency to his examination of letters as a vehicle for self-expression and social critique. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of literature and personal correspondence. Galsworthy'Äôs essays provide not only a profound appreciation of letter writing but also an invitation to reflect on our own modes of communication in a rapidly changing world.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


A Sheaf



Galsworthy, John

4057664573124

373

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "A Sheaf," John Galsworthy crafts a compelling collection of stories that reflect the complex tapestry of human emotions and societal norms at the turn of the 20th century. The literary style is marked by Galsworthy'Äôs trademark eloquence and keen psychological insight, illuminating characters caught in the throes of love, conflict, and existential doubt. Drawing from the influences of the time, including the emerging modernist movement, this work juxtaposes the struggles of individual desires against the rigid scaffolding of Edwardian society, resulting in a profound exploration of moral dilemmas and personal vicissitudes. John Galsworthy, a pivotal figure in English literature and the recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, was shaped by personal experiences of class division, social inequities, and the impact of war. His deep-seated concern for social justice and the human condition resonates throughout his oeuvre, including "A Sheaf." Galsworthy'Äôs own background'Äîa blend of privilege and aspiration'Äîimbued him with a perspective that is beautifully articulated in this collection, reflecting his dedication to shedding light on the complexities of daily life. Readers seeking an insightful and poignant exploration of the human experience will find "A Sheaf" an essential addition to their literary repertoire. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling and profound observations invite readers to ponder the intricacies of personal relationships and societal constraints, making this collection not only a reflection of its time but also a timeless commentary on the human spirit.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


A Knight



Galsworthy, John

4064066438135

30

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "A Knight," John Galsworthy presents a poignant exploration of moral ambiguity and human aspiration against the backdrop of early 20th-century society. This novella is notable for its rich, descriptive prose and its deep psychological insight into the characters' minds, a hallmark of Galsworthy's literary style. Utilizing his characteristic blend of realism and idealism, Galsworthy examines the contradictions of the human condition, particularly the tension between societal expectations and personal desires. The narrative elegantly unfolds through the lens of its protagonist, who navigates the complexities of honor, sacrifice, and the quest for meaning in a rapidly changing world. John Galsworthy, a prominent figure in the Edwardian literary scene, was influenced by his own experiences in both the legal and literary arenas. His keen observations of social class and justice, derived from his upbringing and education, shaped his poetic yet critical perspective in "A Knight." Galsworthy's commitment to social reform and his engagement with the intricacies of the human experience uniquely inform this work, underscoring his advocacy for moral integrity and personal fulfillment. Recommended for readers who appreciate thoughtful literature that delves into ethical dilemmas and the human psyche, "A Knight" invites reflection on contemporary societal issues while offering timeless insights into the human spirit. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling ensures that this novella resonates with those seeking both aesthetic pleasure and profound meaning.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Another Sheaf



Galsworthy, John

4064066239084

253

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "Another Sheaf," John Galsworthy presents a rich tapestry of lyrical poetry that delves into human emotions and the complexities of life. The collection, composed during the early 20th century, reflects Galsworthy's trademark style of clarity and depth, resonating with themes of love, loss, and the passage of time. Through vivid imagery and poignant language, the poems explore the inner landscapes of the human experience, mirroring the social changes of the era and Galsworthy's keen observations on society's evolving values. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is best known for his plays and novels that critique societal norms and advocate for social reforms. His literary journey was significantly influenced by his experiences in a rapidly changing England, where personal and societal tensions were at an all-time high. "Another Sheaf" can be seen as an introspection, drawing from his own reflections on love and mortality, while also serving as a commentary on the universal human condition that transcends his time. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in early 20th-century poetry and those who appreciate a deep, introspective examination of human life. Galsworthy's eloquent verses invite readers to engage with their own emotions, making "Another Sheaf" a timeless addition to the literary canon.

Buy now and read (Advertising)





Emmeline M. Plunket


Ancient calendars and constellations



[image: ]


    Published by Good Press, 2023




goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4066339532946
  


PREFACE


Table of Contents






The Papers here collected and reprinted, with
some alterations, were not originally written as a
series; but they do, in fact, form one, inasmuch
as the opinions put forward in each Paper were
arrived at, one after the other, simply by following
one leading clue.

This clue was furnished by a consideration of
statements made by Professor Sayce in an article
contributed by him in 1874 to the Transactions
of the Society of Biblical Archæology.

At page 150 he thus wrote:—


“The standard astrological work of the
Babylonians and Assyrians was one consisting of
seventy tablets, drawn up for the Library of Sargon,
king of Agane, in the 16th century B.C.”






And again at page 237:—


“The Accadian Calendar was arranged so as
to suit the order of the Zodiacal signs; and Nisan,
the first month, answered to the first Zodiacal
sign. Now the sun still entered the first point of
Aries at the vernal equinox in the time of Hipparkhus,
and it would have done so since 2540
B.C. From that epoch backwards to 4698 B.C.
Taurus, the second sign of the Accadian Zodiac,
and the second month of the Accadian year,
would have introduced the spring. The precession
of the equinoxes thus enables us to fix the extreme
limit of the antiquity of the ancient Babylonian
Calendar, and of the origin of the Zodiacal signs
in that country.”






Not many years after this sentence had been
penned, archæologists, as the result of much
evidence, came to the firm conviction that the
date of Sargon of Agane was far earlier than
had been at first supposed; and it was placed by
them, not “in the 16th century B.C.,” but at the
high date of 3800 B.C.

It was in endeavouring to account for the choice
by Accadian astronomers of Nisan as first month
of the year, and of Aries as first constellation of
the Zodiac, at a date when that month and constellation
could not have “introduced the spring,”
that a possible solution of the difficulty presented
itself to my mind—namely, the supposition that
the Accadian calendar had been originated when
the winter solstice, not the spring equinox,
coincided with the sun’s entry into the constellation
Aries. This coincidence took place, as
astronomy teaches us, at the date, in round numbers,
of 6000 B.C.

In the first Paper here reprinted this supposition
was put forward; and in the course of following, as
above stated, the clue afforded by it, the various
subjects discussed in successive Papers claimed
always more insistently my attention, as by degrees
detached pieces of information concerning the
calendars of ancient nations came to hand, and
fitted themselves, like the pieces of a dissected
map, into one simple chronological scheme.

The study of calendars marked by Zodiacal
constellations necessitates an acquaintance with
the position of those constellations as they were
to be observed through the many ages during
which they held the important office of presiding
over the year and its changing seasons. Such
acquaintanceship would have involved very careful
and accurate calculations were it not that, by the
help of a precessional globe, it was possible by easy
mechanical adjustment to see, without the trouble
of thinking them out, what were the changes produced
in the scenery of nightly skies, millennium
after millennium, by the slow apparent revolution
of the “Poles of heaven” through the constellations—a
revolution referred to by English
astronomers as “the precession of the equinoxes,”
and more graphically and epigrammatically by
French astronomers as “le mouvement des
fixes.”

In the second part of this book diagrams have
been given, made from a precessional globe, and
in the explanatory notes which accompany the
Plates attention has been directed, not only to the
chronological problems which may be discussed
with great advantage, as I believe, by the help
of such a globe, but also to various astronomical
explanations of ancient myths which occurred to
me in the course of studying the position of
Zodiacal and extra-Zodiacal constellations at
different ages of the world’s history.

I can only read Classic and Oriental myths
in translations, and I feel very sure that if any
of the astronomic explanations here suggested for
ancient legends should prove to be the right
ones, scholars versed in the original languages
in which these legends were written, if they supplement
their linguistic knowledge by astronomic
considerations, will be able quickly and with ease
to develop the suggested explanations much further
than it has been possible for me to do; and explanations
of other astronomic myths—astronomic,
that is, and not merely solar myths—will doubtless
come to their minds as they follow similar lines
of enquiry.

The steps by which travellers arrive at a far-reaching
view are often very steep and arduous.
I fear that many readers of this book will find the
separate Papers in it dull and technical in themselves;
but if they be considered only as steep
and roughly-cut steps leading up to vantage points
of chronological and historical observation, I
believe that the ruggedness of the path will soon
be forgotten in the absorbing interest of the results
to be obtained by following it.
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[Reprinted from the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical
Archæology, January 1892]

Epping and Strassmaier, in their book Astronomisches
aus Babylon, have lately translated three
small documents, originally inscribed on clay tablets
in the second century B.C. From these tablets, we
learn that the Babylonians of the above date possessed
a very advanced knowledge of the science
of astronomy. Into the question of the extent of
that knowledge we need not here enter further
than to say that it enabled the Babylonian astronomers
to draw up almanacs for the ensuing
year; almanacs in which the eclipses of the sun
and moon, and the times of the new and full moon,
were accurately noted, as also the positions of the
planets throughout the year. These positions
were indicated by the nearness of the planet in
question to some star in the vicinity of the ecliptic,
and the ecliptic was portioned off into twelve
groups, coinciding very closely in position and
extent with the twelve divisions of the Zodiac
as we now know them.

As to the calendar or mode of reckoning
the year, we find that the order and names of
the twelve months were as follows: Nisannu (or
Nisan), Airu, Simannu, Dûzu, Abu, Ulûlu, Tischritu,
Arah-samna, Kislimu, Tebitu, Šabâtu, Adaru.

Of these months Ulûlu and Adaru could be
doubled as Ulûlu Sami (the second Elul), and
Adaru Arki (the last Adar). The Babylonian
years were soli-lunar: that is to say, the year
of twelve lunar months, containing three hundred
and fifty-four days, was bound to the solar
year of three hundred and sixty-five days by
intercalating, as occasion required, a thirteenth
month.

Out of every eleven years there were seven
with twelve months, and four with thirteen months.
The first day of the year being, like some of our
church festivals, dependent on the time of the
new moon, was “moveable” (schwankende). The
year, according to the tablets before Epping and
Strassmaier, “began with Nisan, hence in the
spring.”[1]


[1] “Was den Anfang des Jahres betrifft, so haben wir schon
gezeigt, das die seleucidische Aera, wie sie in unseren drei Tafeln
vorliegt, ihre Jahre mit dem Nisan, also im Frühjahr begann.”
(Epping and Strassmaier, Astronomisches aus Babylon, p. 181).






This is a sketch of the Babylonian calendar
in the second century B.C., as drawn from the
work of the two learned Germans above-named.

Now we find in the British Museum a great
number of trade documents which, according to
the Catalogue, “cover a period of over two
thousand years.” There are “tablets of the
time of Rim-sin, Ḫammurabi, and Samsu-iluna;
tablets of the time of the Assyrian supremacy,
of the time of the native kings, and of the time
of the Persian supremacy; tablets of the times of
the Seleucidæ, and the Arsacidæ.”[2]


[2] See
Guide to the Nimroud Central Saloon, B.M., 1886. The
dates of the rulers mentioned are as follows:—

Rim-sin, about 2,300 B.C.

Ḫammurabi, about 2,200 B.C.

Samsu-iluna, about 2,100 B.C.

Assyrian supremacy from about 1275 to 609 B.C.

The latest tablet in the collection is dated, according to the
Catalogue, 93 B.C.






These documents are all dated in such and
such a month of such and such a year of some
king’s reign; the months are the same (at first
under their earlier Accadian names[3])
as those we
find in the almanacs translated by Epping and
Strassmaier, and we meet in them, and in other
historical inscriptions, with the intercalary months,
the second Elul, and the second Adar. It would
seem, then, that it was the same calendar, worked
in the same way, that held its place through these
two thousand years.[4]


[3]




	
	Assyrian.
	Accadian month names, and translations.



	1.
	Ni’sannu,
	
Sara (or Bar) zig-gar (“the sacrifice of righteousness”).



	2.
	Airu,
	
Khar-sidi (“the propitious bull”).



	3.
	’Sivanu, or Tsivan,
	
Mun-ga (“of bricks”), and Kas (“the twins”).



	4.
	Duzu,
	
Su kul-na (“seizer of seed”).



	5.
	Abu,
	
Ab ab-gar (“fire that makes fire”).



	6.
	Ulûlu,
	
Ki Gingir-na (“the errand of Istar”).



	7.
	Tasritu,
	
Tul-cu (“the holy altar”).



	8.
	Arahk-samna (“the 8th month”),
	
Apin-am-a (“the bull-like founder?”).



	9.
	Cisilivu, or Cuzallu,
	
Gan ganna (“the very cloudy”).



	10.
	Dharbitu,
	
Abba uddu (“the father of light”).



	11.
	Šabahu,
	
As a-an (“abundance of rain”).



	12.
	Addaru,
	
Se-ki-sil (“sowing of seed”).



	13.
	Arakh-makru (“the incidental month”),
	
Se-dir (“dark [month] of sowing”).



	—Records of the Past, vol. i. p. 166.





[4] As evidence of the antiquity of a fixed calendrical method
of counting the year, and of a method closely resembling, if not
identical with, that used in the latest periods of Babylonian
history, the importance and trustworthiness of these documents
can scarcely be over-rated. They were inscribed on soft clay
(which was afterwards baked either by sun or fire), many of them
four thousand years ago. No correction or erasure can have
been made in them since that date. A translation of one of
these tablets as given at p. 75 in the Guide to the Nimroud
Central Saloon, is here given as an example of the style of many
others.


“No. 3. Tablet and outer case inscribed with a deed of
partnership or brotherhood between Sini-Innanna and Iribam-Sin.

“Tablet. Ṣini-Innanna and Iribam-Sin made brotherhood;
they took a judge for the ratification, and went down to the
temple of the sun-god, and he answered the people thus in the
temple of the sun-god: ‘They must give Arda-luštâmar-Šamaš
and Antu-lišlimam, the property of Irabam-šin, and Ârdu-ibšînan
and Antu-am-anna-lamazi, the property of Ṣini-Innanna.’ He
proclaimed [also] in the temple of the sun-god and the moon-god:
‘Brother shall be kind to brother; brother shall not be evil
towards, shall not injure, brother; and brother shall not harbour
any angry thought as to anything about which a brother has
disputed.’

“They have invoked the name of Innannaki, Utu, Marduk,
Lugal-ki-ušuna, and the name of Ḫammurabi [Kîmta-rapaštu] the
king.”



Here follow the names of eight witnesses. The translation of the
inscription on the outer case is much to the same purpose, and need
not here be quoted; the names of nine witnesses are appended to
it. The Guide continues, after some other explanations, as follows:


“The whole of the first paragraph (except a few ideographs) is in
Semitic Babylonian. The invocation is in Akkadian. The list
of ‘witnesses,’ again, is in Semitic Babylonian, and the date in
Akkadian.... The tablet is dated in the same way as the other
documents of this class: ‘Month Adar of the year when Ḫammurabi
the king made (images of) Innanna and Nanâ.’”










But, further, there are astrological works copied
for the library of Assurbanipal from ancient Babylonian
originals. The compilation of many of these
originals is placed by scholars in the reign of Sargon
of Accad,[5]
at the remote date of 3,800 B.C.


[5] Sargon I. of Accad was of Semitic race. He was established
as ruler in the city of Accad, and there reigned over a great
non-Semitic race, in ancient cuneiform inscriptions styled the
Accadai (Accadians). This word, as scholars tell us, carried the
meaning of “highlanders,” or “mountaineers.” From this fact it
is inferred they were not indigenous to the low plain surrounding
the city of Accad, to which they gave their name. Their language
contains few words for the productions of the almost
tropical climate of Babylonia, but it shows familiarity with those
of higher latitudes. At the time when Sargon, either by peaceful
or warlike arts, was established as ruler over the Accadians,
they were already a very highly civilized people. They possessed
a literature of their own, which embraced a wide variety of
subjects. The learning of the Accadians was highly esteemed,
and translations into the Semitic language were made of important
religious and scientific Accadian works. These works, down to
the latest days of Babylonian power, were preserved and venerated,
and many copies of them were made and preserved in public
libraries in Babylonia and Assyria.

The Accadian after Sargon’s date gradually dropped out
of general use, and became a “learned” language, holding
amongst Babylonians and Assyrians much the same position as
Latin and Greek amongst Europeans.








In these ancient astrological works, the same
calendar referred to in the trade documents, and
in the late Babylonian almanacs, appears to obtain.
We find in them the same year of twelve lunar
months, reinforced at intervals by a thirteenth intercalated
month, and, which is very important, the
order of the months is always the same. Nisan
(Accadian Barzig-gar), everywhere appears as
“the first month,” and is distinctly stated to be
“the beginning of the year.”[6]


[6] See
Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archæology, 1874.
Paper entitled, The Astronomy and Astrology of the Babylonians,
Prof. Sayce, p. 258, W.A.I. iii. 60.






As early as the year 1874, Professor Sayce
pointed out that there was good reason for supposing
that the twelve Babylonian months corresponded
to the twelve divisions of the Zodiac. At
page 161 of his Paper, The Astronomy and
Astrology of the Babylonians, we read: “Now
a slight inspection of the calendar will show that
the Accadian months derived their names from the
signs of the Zodiac.”

He then proceeds to discuss and compare the
meanings of the Accadian and Semitic month
names, and to point out those in which a reference
to the Zodiac might most clearly be traced.

That the constellations of the Zodiac were from
a remote age recognized by the dwellers in Mesopotamia
is scarcely to be doubted. We find on the
boundary stones in the British Museum representations
of several of their figures. The Bull, the
Tortoise (in lieu of the Crab), a female figure with
wings, the Scorpion, the Archer, and the Goat-fish,
are all portrayed, not only on boundary stones, but
also on cylinder seals and gems.

Again, in the old astrological works, we find
mention of the Scorpion “Gir-tab,” and of the
Goat-fish “Muna-xa,” and as planets are said to
“approach to,” and “linger in,” the stars of Gir-tab
and of Muna-xa, it may well be supposed that
they were the Zodiacal constellations still represented
under the forms of Scorpion and Goat-fish.



Out of the many star-groups mentioned in the
old tablets, only a few have as yet been certainly
identified with their modern equivalents. As to
the identity of others, we may guess. For instance,
when it is said “Mercury[7] lingered in the constellation
Gula,” we may guess that Gula represents
Aquarius, which sign in the Epping and Strassmaier
tablets figures as “Gu.”


[7] Infra, p. 47,
note.






From all these sources of information, we gather
that the twelve divisions of the ecliptic had been
mapped out at the time the astrological works were
drawn up, and that some (at least) of these divisions
corresponded exactly to those now represented
on celestial globes.

The suggestion, therefore, put forward by Professor
Sayce and other scholars, that the twelve
Accadian months corresponded to the twelve
constellations of the Zodiac, and that we may
trace a resemblance in some instances between
the name of the month in the old Accadian language
and the constellation into which the sun
at that time of the year entered, is not in itself
improbable.



The following months are those in which this
resemblance is very striking:

1st month, Bar zig-gar (“the sacrifice of righteousness”),
Aries.

2nd month, Khar-sidi (“the propitious bull”),
Taurus.

3rd month (sometimes called) Kas (“the
Twins”), Gemini.

6th month, Ki Gingir-na (“the errand of
Istar”), Virgo.

We know from the Epping and Strassmaier
tablets as a matter of fact, that the months and
the constellations of the Zodiac did in the second
century, B.C., correspond with each other in order
and sequence as above suggested, and if further
research should establish the fact that they so
corresponded in Sargon’s time, then as we find
Nisan (Bar zig-gar) throughout all these ages
holding the place of “first month,” and marking
“the beginning of the year,” it will necessarily
follow that the Accadian, Babylonian, and Assyrian
calendars dealt with a sidereal and not a tropical
year.

Ours is a tropical year, that is to say, according
to the Julian calendar (afterwards amended by Pope
Gregory) it is bound to the seasons, and its months
maintain a constant relation to the four great divisions
of the ecliptic, i.e. the solstices and the
equinoxes. The winter solstice always falls about
the 22nd of December, the spring equinox about
the 21st of March, the summer solstice about the
21st of June, and the autumnal equinox about the
23rd of September.

But (as has been suggested) the Accadian year
was a sidereal year, and its months maintained a
constant relation to the twelve star-marked divisions
of the ecliptic, or, as they are called, the
constellations of the Zodiac. Nisan always corresponded
(as closely as a lunar month might)
to the time during which the sun traversed the
constellation Aries; Airu to the time during which
it traversed the constellation Taurus; and so on
through the twelve months of the year.

The equinoctial points are, however, always,
though slowly, changing their position amongst the
twelve constellations of the ecliptic. The months,
therefore, which in 3,800 B.C., and still in the second
century B.C., corresponded to the same star-groups,
as above noted, must have held in different ages
very different positions in regard to the four great
divisions or seasons of the year.

We find in the tablets translated by Epping
and Strassmaier the year “beginning with Nisan,
hence in the spring,” and this seems a more or
less natural season from which to count the year;
but when, taking the precession of the equinoxes
into account, we find that the year in Ḫammurabi’s
time (2,200 B.C.) must have commenced one month,
and in Sargon’s time (3,800 B.C.) two months
before the spring equinox, we feel surprised and
perplexed to find that the year must then have
begun without any reference to the seasons—the
four great and most easily observed divisions of
the ecliptic.

It is difficult to imagine that the astronomers
who so skilfully divided the ecliptic into its twelve
parts, and who originated the wonderful Accadian
calendar—a calendar so well thought out that, as
we have seen reason to believe, it resisted all the
shocks of time for nearly four thousand years—it
is difficult to imagine that such astronomers should
have taken no note of the four prominent divisions
of the year and of the ecliptic, i.e. the
solstices and the equinoxes.


PLATE I.

FIG. 1.
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FIG. 2.
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The first and last months of the Accadian, sidereal, year, compared with the
months of the Gregorian, tropical, year: at 6,000 B.C.
and at 600 A.D.

[To face p. 13.








There is, however, a way to account for this
anomaly, or, rather, there is a supposition which,
if adopted, will allow these astronomers of old to
have taken note, not only of the months, but also of
the seasons of the year, when first they drew up
their mighty scheme.

Let us suppose that the calendar which, as we
may learn from the astrological tablets, was already
in Sargon’s time a well known and venerated
institution, had been originally drawn up at a date
much earlier than Sargon’s, when the first month
(Bar zig-gar), was not the first spring month, but
when it was the first winter month of the year.
This date (see Plate I., fig. 1) would have been about
6,000 B.C.; for then the sun entered the constellation
Aries at the winter solstice—a season equally
well, if not better suited than the spring equinox
to hold the first place in the calendar.[8]
Under this
supposition, it would no longer be difficult to
imagine why the ancient Accadian astronomers
should have chosen Aries as the first constellation
of the Zodiac, and Nisan (Bar zig-gar) as the first
month, and the “beginning of the year.”


[8] After this paper had appeared in the Proceedings of the
Society of Biblical Archæology, a corroboration of this opinion
occurred to the writer’s mind, suggested by a further study of the
month names in the Accadian calendar. It is as follows:—

The twelfth month is named “sowing of seed.” Seed may be
and is, sown in many latitudes in spring, and also in winter
time. “Sowing of seed” might therefore describe a month at
the ending of an equinoctial or of a solstitial year: but the thirteenth
(i.e. the occasionally intercalated) month is named that of “dark
sowing.” This epithet dark, added to the “sowing” of the
twelfth month, very plainly points to a solstitial or midwinter
ending of the year.
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