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In "Jews and Moors in Spain," Joseph Krauskopf offers an incisive exploration of the intricate tapestry of Jewish and Moorish cultures in medieval Spain. Written in a scholarly yet accessible style, Krauskopf meticulously examines historical intersections, cultural exchanges, and the shared narratives of these two communities during a tumultuous period marked by religious strife and social dynamism. This work not only delineates the historical facts but also delves into the enduring legacies of coexistence and conflict, situating its discourse within broader themes of tolerance and societal transformation in the Iberian Peninsula. Joseph Krauskopf, an influential Jewish theologian and educator, was deeply immersed in issues of cultural identity and interfaith dialogue, which undoubtedly shaped his perspective in this book. His academic pursuits and commitment to social justice reflect his desire to bridge gaps between disparate communities, making him uniquely positioned to dissect the complex relationships between Jews and Moors. Krauskopf's robust scholarship is informed by a rich historical context, reflecting the confluence of cultures that defined medieval Spain. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in Jewish studies, Islamic history, and the intricate narratives of intercultural dialogue. Krauskopf's engaging prose and thorough research provide valuable insights into the shared heritage of these communities, inviting readers to reflect on the implications of historical coexistence in contemporary discussions of diversity and tolerance.
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In "The History of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic," William Hickling Prescott delivers an extensive and meticulously researched account of the transformative period in Hispanic history marked by the Catholic Monarchs' rule. This comprehensive three-volume work is characterized by Prescott's elegant prose, which skillfully balances scholarly rigor with narrative flair. The text not only encapsulates the political and military achievements of Ferdinand and Isabella but also delves into the social, religious, and cultural dimensions that shaped Spain during a pivotal epoch in European history, including the significance of the Reconquista and the early stages of exploration and colonization in the Americas. William Hickling Prescott, an American historian born in 1796, faced several physical challenges throughout his life, including significant visual impairment. Despite these obstacles, Prescott's keen intellect and indomitable spirit propelled him into the realm of historical scholarship, cultivating a passion for Spanish history that led him to produce this monumental work. His dedication to accuracy and detail reflects a broader Romantic fascination with the past, positioning him among the foremost historians of his era. Prescott's "History of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella" is an invaluable resource for scholars and casual readers alike, offering a captivating glimpse into a formative era of Spanish history. Its rich narrative and scholarly precision make it an engaging read for those interested in the interplay of power, religion, and culture in Renaissance Europe.
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In "The History of Moors in Spain," Stanley Lane-Poole meticulously delineates the intricate narrative of the Moors, tracing their profound influence on the Iberian Peninsula from the early Islamic conquests through the Reconquista. This scholarly work is characterized by Lane-Poole's elegant prose and insightful analysis, offering a rich tapestry of historical detail interwoven with cultural context. Drawing from a variety of sources, including primary texts and archaeological findings, the book not only chronicles political events but also delves into the artistic, architectural, and intellectual contributions of the Moors, essential in understanding Spain's complex heritage. Stanley Lane-Poole, a distinguished British historian and orientalist, was deeply fascinated by the interplay of cultures and religions in medieval Europe. His extensive research and travel throughout Spain and North Africa equipped him with a unique perspective on Moorish history, allowing him to challenge prevailing Eurocentric narratives. A prolific writer, Lane-Poole's academic endeavors reflect his commitment to shedding light on the shared histories and legacies of diverse civilizations. This book is a crucial read for anyone interested in the intertwining histories of Europe and North Africa. Lane-Poole's comprehensive approach makes it an engaging resource for historians, students, and general readers alike, encouraging a deeper appreciation for the Moors' enduring legacy in Spanish culture.
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In "The History of the Byzantine Empire," J. B. Bury presents a comprehensive and meticulous account of the rise, development, and fall of Byzantine civilization from the foundation of Constantinople to its eventual conquest by the Ottomans. Written in a clear yet scholarly style, Bury adeptly navigates through historical events, cultural shifts, and political intricacies, employing rigorous analysis and an abundance of sources. His narrative is situated within the broader context of European history, elucidating the Byzantine Empire's significant contributions to art, religion, and governance, while also emphasizing its complex interactions with neighboring cultures and powers. J. B. Bury was a renowned historian and scholar whose deep engagement with classical studies informed his perspectives on Byzantine history. His previous works and academic background in ancient history provided him with a robust foundation to approach the intricacies of this multifaceted empire. Bury's keen insight into the political machinations and cultural developments of the Byzantine era reflects his fervent belief in the importance of studying this often-overlooked chapter of history, fostering a greater appreciation for its legacy in shaping modern Europe. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in the historical patterns that have shaped contemporary civilization. Scholars, students, and general readers alike will find Bury's work both enlightening and engaging, offering a deeper understanding of the Byzantine Empire's enduring influence. Whether you seek to delve into the complexities of its political narratives or appreciate its cultural advancements, Bury's scholarship is an invaluable resource that enriches the discourse on medieval history.
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In "The Story of Majorca and Minorca," Clements R. Sir Markham masterfully weaves a compelling narrative that explores the rich historical tapestry of the Balearic Islands. Through meticulous research and vibrant prose, Markham delves into the islands' cultural evolution, illuminating their significance in Mediterranean history. His literary style balances scholarly rigor with accessible storytelling, capturing both the beauty and complexity of Majorca and Minorca, from their prehistoric roots to the impact of foreign rule, trade, and tourism. This work serves as a critical exploration of how geography and culture intertwine to shape identity within the islands. Clements R. Sir Markham, a distinguished historian and adventurer, drew upon his extensive travels and keen interest in Mediterranean history to craft this illuminating work. His background in exploration and commitment to understanding the geopolitical dynamics of the region provided him with unique insights essential for a comprehensive examination of Majorca and Minorca. The author's fervor for uncovering hidden narratives and contextualizing them against the broader European backdrop is evident throughout this book. For readers yearning to understand the cultural and historical intricacies of the Balearic Islands, "The Story of Majorca and Minorca" is an indispensable resource. It offers not only a scholarly exploration but also an invitation to appreciate the nuances that have forged the identity of these picturesque islands. This work will resonate with historians, travelers, and anyone captivated by the allure of the Mediterranean.
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    Balancing conquest and cultivation, frontier violence and urban brilliance, this book follows the rise and long transformation of Muslim-ruled Iberia as a civilization that fashioned libraries, gardens, crafts, and laws while negotiating the hard edges of faith, identity, and ambition across centuries of shifting alliances and contested sovereignties, tracing the interplay of caliphates, kingdoms, and city-states, the making of courts and markets, and the fragile equilibrium between accommodation born of pragmatism and conflict sharpened by creed, so that achievement and precarity continually coexist and history advances by turns in bursts of splendour and spells of attrition.

Stanley Lane-Poole, a British orientalist and historian, offers here a work of narrative history set in medieval Iberia, covering the period commonly known as al-Andalus from the early eighth century to the late fifteenth century. First published in the late nineteenth century, the book reflects the ambitions of that era's popular yet erudite historical writing: a sweeping account accessible to general readers but grounded in close attention to chronology and place. Its setting ranges from coastal landfalls to inland capitals, and its canvas is Spain before and during the emergence of Christian polities that gradually reconfigured the peninsula.

The premise is simple and capacious: to recount how Islamic rule took root, flourished in varied forms, and faced persistent challenges over many generations. Lane-Poole's voice is lucid and assured, shaped by Victorian prose that favors clarity, cadence, and vivid scene-setting. He moves from synoptic chapters to tightly observed sketches of courts, scholars, artisans, and travelers, pausing to evoke cities, irrigation works, and libraries alongside the intrigues of governance and war. The tone is measured yet often admiring of intellectual and artistic achievement, with an undercurrent of melancholy befitting a story defined by both construction and erosion.

Among the themes that animate the narrative are cultural exchange and competition, the transmission of knowledge across languages, and the ways religious law and political necessity shape daily life. The book attends to architecture and urban design, agriculture and trade, poetry and philosophy, charting how material prosperity and intellectual ambition reinforced each other while never dissolving the tensions of rule. It also follows borders as lived spaces, showing how frontiers produce both violence and negotiation. In tracing these patterns, the history foregrounds processes rather than personalities alone, emphasizing systems of learning, governance, and patronage that outlast individual reigns.

Composed in the late nineteenth century, the book inevitably bears the assumptions, vocabulary, and organizing frames of its time, including a tendency to generalize cultures and to cast history as a civilizational drama. Contemporary readers may wish to pair it with recent scholarship that refines demographic, social, and religious complexities and revisits earlier judgments. Yet precisely because it articulates a clear synthesis for a broad audience, it remains an instructive starting point: it discloses how a prior era imagined al-Andalus, and it invites attentive readers to test narrative elegance against evidence, nuance, and the plurality of sources.

For contemporary readers, the book matters because it reframes Spain as a Mediterranean crossroads where ideas, crops, instruments, and words traveled, and because it illuminates how contact can foster creativity without erasing conflict. Discussions of plural societies, legal diversity, and the politics of memory find historical antecedents here, enabling readers to see current debates about identity, migration, and heritage in a longer perspective. The narrative also helps situate enduring legacies in language, architecture, and science, not as curiosities but as elements of a sustained historical continuum that shaped European and Islamic worlds in reciprocal, though asymmetrical, ways.

Approached with both curiosity and a critical eye, Lane-Poole's history offers a capacious, gracefully told account of centuries in which political map and cultural map were constantly redrawn. Readers encounter a panorama rather than an archive, a narrative designed to guide them through dynasties, cities, and schools without demanding specialist knowledge. Its virtues are clarity, pacing, and a sensitivity to material and intellectual life; its value lies in provoking questions that outlive any single periodization. By presenting complexity in an inviting form, the book opens a durable path into one of Iberia's most consequential historical experiences.
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    Stanley Lane-Poole’s The History of Moors in Spain: From the Islamic Conquest until the Fall of Kingdom of Granada presents a chronological account of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula, interweaving political change with cultural development. Opening with the crossing from North Africa and the swift dismantling of Visigothic power, the narrative situates al-Andalus within a wider Mediterranean context. Lane-Poole frames his study as an examination of how governance, learning, and arts evolved under successive dynasties. He signals recurring themes—religious coexistence, courtly refinement, and periodic factional strife—while adopting a steady, documentary tone that favors synthesis over exhaustive archival argumentation.

The early chapters trace the conquest’s consolidation under Arab and Berber commanders and the establishment of provincial administration linked to Damascus, then to independent leadership. Lane-Poole emphasizes the speed of occupation, negotiated submissions of cities, and the pragmatic arrangements that permitted Christians and Jews to remain within a changing legal framework. Attention falls on land management, taxation, and settlement patterns that underpinned stability, as well as the emergence of Cordoba as a political center. Intermittent frontier warfare and internal rivalries complicate the picture, yet the author underscores how early rulers translated military success into institutions capable of sustaining urban growth.

With the Umayyad emirate established, the book turns to Abd al-Rahman I’s consolidation of power and the gradual elevation of Cordoba’s court. Lane-Poole describes the building of administrative capacity, the patronage of scholars and artisans, and the fashioning of a distinctive Andalusi identity. He stresses irrigation works, agriculture, and crafts that fostered prosperity, alongside jurisprudence and letters. The narrative balances palace intrigue and provincial unrest with the emergence of civic norms that supported trade and learning. By foregrounding infrastructural and cultural choices, the author portrays a political experiment that evolved from conquest polity to an organized realm with durable urban institutions.

The account reaches its apogee in the chapters on the Cordoban caliphate, notably under Abd al-Rahman III and al-Hakam II, when diplomatic stature, libraries, and architecture signaled a confident state. Lane-Poole explores the coexistence of intellectual efflorescence with vigorous frontier policy. He gives special weight to the figure of Almanzor, whose energetic campaigns recalibrated power while imposing new strains on governance. Courts, mosques, and artisanal workshops embody an ideal of refinement that the author sets against contemporary European conditions, yet he keeps sight of the tensions—financial, sectarian, and regional—that accompanied centralization and foreshadowed the fragmentation that would define the next phase.

Following the caliphate’s dissolution, Lane-Poole charts the rise of the taifa kingdoms, a mosaic of courts whose rivalry spurred patronage even as it invited external pressure. Christian polities exploited divisions, prompting appeals to North African allies. The Almoravids’ intervention, presented as reformist yet pragmatic, offered temporary cohesion and military counterpoise, seen in key frontier victories. The author examines the costs of dependence alongside the cultural dynamism sustained by competitive courts. He presents diplomatic bargaining, tribute, and shifting alliances as structural features of the era, underscoring how artistic brilliance and political vulnerability became intertwined within a fractured Andalusi landscape.

The narrative then follows the Almohads, whose ascendance promised renewal through stricter doctrine and administrative reorganization. Lane-Poole assesses their achievements and limits, marking the turning point when major defeats weakened Muslim positions in Iberia. Out of this contraction, the Nasrid emirate of Granada emerges as a resilient, negotiated polity, balancing tribute, diplomacy, and defense with remarkable artistic production. The Alhambra and urban amenities symbolize a refined culture sustained under constraint. Throughout, the author traces how legal status, taxation, and frontier realities shaped daily life, emphasizing pragmatism over dogma while noting recurrent strains that eroded cohesion across successive regimes.

The book closes with the fall of Granada, framing it less as an isolated event than as the culmination of long-running structural pressures. Lane-Poole’s concluding reflections stress intellectual transmission, agronomic innovation, and urban civility as enduring legacies, while acknowledging the cyclical interplay of tolerance and coercion. His synthesis invites readers to weigh political fragmentation against cultural creativity and to consider how Andalusi experience refracted into broader European development. Without dramatization, the study’s final cadence looks beyond political endings to the afterlife of ideas, institutions, and aesthetics, proposing the history’s lasting resonance in debates about pluralism, statecraft, and the making of the Mediterranean world.
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    Stanley Lane-Poole’s account, first published in 1886, traces Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula from the eighth-century conquest to the surrender of Granada in 1492. The setting is al-Andalus, centered on Córdoba, Seville, and later Granada, in constant interaction with the Christian kingdoms of Asturias-León, Castile, Aragon, and Navarre. Institutions shift from a provincial governorship under Damascus to an independent emirate and caliphate, then to fragmented taifas, North African dynasties, and the Nasrid emirate. Writing in the late nineteenth century, the author synthesizes Arabic and European chronicles to chart political change, warfare, and culture, framing Spain’s medieval centuries as a distinct Islamic civilization in Western Europe.

Late Visigothic Iberia provides the backdrop: a kingdom centered on Toledo with councils that legislated on doctrine and law, a nobility riven by rivalries, and fiscal and military structures strained by internal disputes. The monarchy’s conversion to Catholicism in 589 and subsequent anti-Jewish measures shaped society, while succession crises weakened royal authority. Frontier zones in the north and northeast were difficult to control, and regional magnates often acted autonomously. This political fragmentation, alongside Mediterranean trade links and garrisoned cities, formed the institutional landscape into which Muslim armies entered, helping explain the rapid collapse of Visigothic power in the early eighth century.

In 711, forces led by Tariq ibn Ziyad crossed Jabal Tariq (Gibraltar), defeated King Roderic, and occupied key centers, including Toledo. Musa ibn Nusayr followed, and al-Andalus became a province under Umayyad authority with governors based in Córdoba. Arab and Berber settlers formed garrisons and rural colonies, while many Christians (Mozarabs) and Jews lived as protected communities paying jizya and land taxes. Early decades saw unrest, including a Berber revolt in the 740s and Frankish resistance in Gaul; Charles Martel’s victory near Tours in 732 checked further expansion. These dynamics framed a frontier society negotiating autonomy and imperial oversight.

Abd al-Rahman I established an independent emirate at Córdoba in 756 after fleeing the Abbasid overthrow of the Umayyads. Subsequent rulers consolidated authority, expanded the Great Mosque from 784 onward, and stabilized revenue and the army. In 929, Abd al-Rahman III proclaimed the Caliphate of Córdoba, projecting power against Fatimid rivals and Christian neighbors through diplomacy and campaigns. His successor al-Hakam II patronized scholarship and libraries. This period marked a political and cultural zenith, with urban prosperity and architectural projects such as Madinat al-Zahra. Internal factionalism, however, culminated in civil war (fitna) and the caliphate’s dissolution by 1031.

Post-caliphal fragmentation produced taifas—city-based principalities like Seville, Zaragoza, Toledo, Valencia, and Badajoz—that competed diplomatically and militarily, often paying parias (tributes) to Christian kings. Alfonso VI’s capture of Toledo in 1085 altered the balance, prompting appeals to the Almoravids from North Africa. Yusuf ibn Tashfin defeated Castilian forces at Sagrajas (Zallaqa) in 1086 and imposed Maliki orthodoxy and political unity, later giving way to the Almohads in the mid-twelfth century. The Almohads centralized rule from Seville and sponsored scholars, but their defeat at Las Navas de Tolosa in 1212 accelerated Christian advances and renewed Muslim fragmentation in Iberia.

The Nasrid Emirate of Granada, founded by Muhammad I ibn al-Ahmar in 1238, survived as a tributary state to Castile through diplomacy, fortification, and a diversified economy, notably silk. Granada’s rulers cultivated alliances with, and occasionally received aid from, the Marinids across the Strait. Court politics could be volatile, while frontier warfare with Castile remained frequent. Architectural patronage produced the Alhambra’s palaces and defenses. The dynastic union of Castile and Aragon under Isabella I and Ferdinand II in 1469 created the conditions for sustained conquest. The Granada War (1482–1492) culminated in capitulations guaranteeing rights that were soon contested.

Intellectual and material exchanges linked al-Andalus to wider Europe. The Toledo School of Translators rendered Arabic works—often themselves translations and commentaries on Greek authors—into Latin, transmitting astronomy, medicine, philosophy, and mathematics; Gerard of Cremona is a central figure. Andalusi thinkers such as Ibn Rushd (Averroes), Ibn Tufayl, and Ibn Hazm shaped debates on reason and law, while Maimonides, born in Córdoba, exemplifies Jewish scholarship in an Islamic milieu. Irrigation systems (acequias, norias) and crops like citrus, rice, sugarcane, and cotton enhanced agriculture. Architecture from the Great Mosque of Córdoba to the Alhambra embodied technical skill and aesthetic refinement.

Lane-Poole (1854–1931), trained as an Orientalist and numismatist, wrote during a Victorian moment that prized progress, science, and comparative civilization. His synthesis relies on Arabic authorities such as al-Maqqari alongside Latin and Castilian chronicles, presenting al-Andalus as a conduit of learning to medieval Europe. He praises periods of relative tolerance and condemns later persecution, including the Inquisition established in 1478, reflecting contemporary liberal critiques. While modern historians nuance the extent of convivencia and stress legal hierarchies and coercion, his narrative aims to reassess Spain’s past. The work thus critiques intolerance while celebrating enduring cultural and intellectual legacies.
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The history of Spain offers us a melancholy contrast[1q]. Twelve hundred years ago, Tarik the Moor[1] added the land of the Visigoths to the long catalogue of kingdoms subdued by the Moslems. For nearly eight centuries, under her Mohammedan rulers, Spain set to all Europe a shining example of a civilized and enlightened State. Her fertile provinces, rendered doubly prolific by the industry and engineering skill of her conquerors, bore fruit an hundredfold. Cities innumerable sprang up in the rich valleys of the Guadalquivir and the Guadiana, whose names, and names only, still commemorate the vanished glories of their past. Art, literature, and science prospered, as they then prospered nowhere else in Europe. Students flocked from France and Germany and England to drink from the fountain of learning which flowed only in the cities of the Moors. The surgeons and doctors of Andalusia were in the van of science: women were encouraged to devote themselves to serious study, and the lady doctor was not unknown among the people of Cordova. Mathematics, astronomy and botany, history, philosophy and jurisprudence were to be mastered in Spain, and Spain alone. The practical work of the field, the scientific methods of irrigation, the arts of fortification and shipbuilding, the highest and most elaborate products of the loom, the graver and the hammer, the potter's wheel and the mason's trowel, were brought to perfection by the Spanish Moors. In the practice of war no less than in the arts of peace they long stood supreme. Their fleets disputed the command of the Mediterranean with the Fatimites, while their armies carried fire and sword through the Christian marches. The Cid himself, the national hero, long fought on the Moorish side, and in all save education was more than half a Moor. Whatsoever makes a kingdom great and prosperous, whatsoever tends to refinement and civilization, was found in Moslem Spain.

In 1492 the last bulwark of the Moors gave way before the crusade of Ferdinand and Isabella, and with Granada fell all Spain's greatness. For a brief while, indeed, the reflection of the Moorish splendour cast a borrowed light upon the history of the land which it had once warmed with its sunny radiance. The great epoch of Isabella, Charles V., and Philip II., of Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro, shed a last halo about the dying moments of a mighty State. Then followed the abomination of desolation, the rule of the Inquisition, and the blackness of darkness in which Spain has been plunged ever since. In the land where science was once supreme, the Spanish doctors became noted for nothing but their ignorance and incapacity, and the discoveries of Newton and Harvey were condemned as pernicious to the faith. Where once seventy public libraries had fed the minds of scholars, and half a million books had been gathered together at Cordova for the benefit of the world, such indifference to learning afterwards prevailed, that the new capital, Madrid, possessed no public library in the eighteenth century, and even the manuscripts of the Escurial were denied in our own days to the first scholarly historian of the Moors, though himself a Spaniard. The sixteen thousand looms of Seville soon dwindled to a fifth of their ancient number; the arts and industries of Toledo and Almeria faded into insignificance; the very baths—public buildings of equal ornament and use—were destroyed because cleanliness savoured too strongly of rank infidelity. The land, deprived of the skilful irrigation of the Moors, grew impoverished and neglected; the richest and most fertile valleys languished and were deserted; most of the populous cities which had filled every district of Andalusia fell into ruinous decay; and beggars, friars, and bandits took the place of scholars, merchants, and knights. So low fell Spain when she had driven away the Moors. Such is the melancholy contrast offered by her history.

Happily we have here only to do with the first of these contrasted periods, with Spain in her glory under the Moors, not with Spain in her degradation under the Bourbons. We have endeavoured to present the most salient points in the eight centuries of Mohammedan rule without prejudice or extenuation, and while not neglecting the heroic characters and legends which appeal to the imagination of the reader, we have especially sought to give a clear picture of the struggle between races and creeds which formed the leading cause of political movement in mediæval Spain. The student who wishes to pursue the subject further than it has been possible to carry it in the limits of this volume should read the following authorities, to which we are deeply indebted. The most important is the late Professor Dozy's Histoire des Musulmans d'Espagne (4 vols., Leyden, 1861), and the same scholar's Récherches sur l'histoire et la littérature de l'Espagne pendant le moyen âge (2 vols., 3rd ed., Paris and Leyden, 1881). These works are full of valuable information presented in a form which, though somewhat fragmentary, is equally pleasing to the literary and the historical sense. Professor Dozy was an historian as well as an Orientalist, and his volumes are at once judicious and profound. Very useful, too, is Don Pasqual de Gayangos's translation of El-Makkary's History of the Mohammedan Dynasties in Spain (2 vols., London, 1843), which has been exposed to some needlessly acrimonious criticism by Professor Dozy and others on the score of certain minor inaccuracies, but which none the less deserves the gratitude of all students who would rather have half a loaf than no bread, and are glad to be able to read an Arabic writer, even imperfectly, in a European tongue. Don Pasqual's notes, moreover, present a mass of valuable material which can be obtained nowhere else. Beyond these two authorities there are many Arabic historians, whose works have been consulted in the composition of the present volume, but who can hardly be recommended to the general student, as very few of them have found translators. A slight but very readable and instructive sketch of Arab civilization, with a glance at the Spanish development, is found in August Bebel's Die Mohammedanisch-arabische Kulturperiode (Stuttgart, 1884). For the last days of the Moorish domination, Washington Irving's picturesque Conquest of Granada, and Sir W. Stirling Maxwell's admirable Don John of Austria, largely drawn upon in this volume, deserve separate reading. All histories of the Moors written before the works of Gayangos and Dozy should be studiously avoided, since they are mainly founded upon Conde's Dominacion de los Arabes in España, a book of considerable literary merit but very slight historical value, and the source of most of the errors that are found in later works. Whether it has been in any degree the foundation of Miss Yonge's Christians and Moors in Spain (the only popular history of this period in English of which I have heard), I cannot determine: for a glance at her pages, while exciting my admiration, showed me that her book was written so much on the lines which I had drawn for my own work that I could not read it without risk of involuntary imitation.

Besides my indebtedness to the works of Dozy and Gayangos, and to the kind collaboration of Mr. Arthur Gilman, I have gratefully to acknowledge the assistance of my friend Mr. H. E. Watts, especially in matters of Spanish orthography.

In conclusion, those who are inclined to infer, from the picture here given of Moorish civilization, that Mohammedanism is always on the side of culture and humanity, must turn to another volume in this series, my Story of the Turks, to see what Mohammedan barbarism means. The fall of Granada happened within forty years of the conquest of Constantinople; but the gain to Islam in the east made no amends for the loss to Europe in the west: the Turks were incapable of founding a second Cordova.

S. L.-P.

Richmond, Surrey,
July, 1886.
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