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            About Scripture Union

         

         
            Scripture Union is a Christian charity, inviting children and young people to explore the difference Jesus can make to the challenges and adventures of life.
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            Through a wide range of activities and initiatives, we provide opportunities for young people to explore the Bible, respond to Jesus and grow in faith. Having been established in England over 150 years ago, Scripture Union is now a global movement active in over 120 countries.

            We believe every child should have the chance to discover Jesus. And, with an estimated 95% of children in England and Wales not part of a church, we’re working harder than ever to take the good news of Jesus beyond the church in exciting and culturally relevant ways.
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            Thank you for buying Daily Bread. 

            We hope you’ll find it a real blessing as you delve regularly into God’s Word.

            Scripture Union – beyond Bible reading guides

            By purchasing this Bible reading guide, you are helping to support Scripture Union’s mission to reach the next generation with the good news of Jesus. All profit made from the sales of this resource are used to introduce children and young people to Jesus in a whole range of exciting ways. Thank you for the part you’re already playing in that.

            Get further involved

            If you’d like to find out more about Scripture Union, or you’d like to get further involved, go to www.su.org.uk/beyondbibleguides

            This edition of Daily Bread copyright © Scripture Union 2023

            ISSN 0963-4797 (print)

ISSN 2050-5361 (online).

ISBN 9781785069956 (EPUB ebook)

All rights reserved.

            No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of Scripture Union.

            Scripture Union, Trinity House, Opal Court, Opal Drive,

Fox Milne, Milton Keynes MK15 0DF, UK

            Tel: 01908 856000 Email: info@scriptureunion.org.uk

Website: www.scriptureunion.org.uk
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            Scripture Union is a member of the worldwide Scripture

Union international community.

Website: https://scriptureunion.global

            Daily Bread is also available on memory stick, DAISY CD

and in Braille from Torch Trust, Tel: 01858 438260;

Website: www.torchtrust.org

            Printed in India by Nutech Print Services

Design by The Smithy Creative
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            WAY IN

            This page introduces both the notes and the writer. It sets the scene and tells you what you need to know to get into each series.

            A DAY’S NOTE

            The notes for each day include five key elements: Prepare, Read (the Bible passage for the day), Explore, Respond and Bible in a year. These are intended to provide a helpful way of meeting God in his Word.

            PREPARE

            Prepare yourself to meet with God and pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to understand and respond to what you read.

            READ

            Read the Bible passage, taking time to absorb and simply enjoy it. A verse or two from the Bible text is usually included on each page, but it’s important to read the whole passage.

            EXPLORE

            Explore the meaning of the passage, listening for what God may be saying to you. Before you read the comment, ask yourself: what is the main point of this passage? What is God showing me about himself or about my life? Is there a promise or a command, a warning or example to take special notice of?

            RESPOND

            Respond to what God has shown you in the passage in worship and pray for yourself and others. Decide how to share your discoveries with others.

            BIBLE IN A YEAR

            If your aim is to know God and his Word more deeply, why not follow this plan and read the whole Bible in one year?

            Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised edition). Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 Biblica (formerly International Bible Society). Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton, an Hachette UK Company. All rights reserved.
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            Introduction

            A gift and a treasure

         

         Have you ever wondered what the Apostle Paul might write to your church? What issues might he highlight, and what about his ministry and teaching may your church need to think about? This quarter, one of the New Testament books we explore is Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. Many of us may be more familiar with his first letter, and how it talks about Holy Communion, and of course 1 Corinthians 13, the great declaration about what love is. Perhaps, you might want to read his first letter as a refresher and preparation for what is to come. In 2 Corinthians, we find Paul defending his ministry among them, and reminding them of his conversion and journey so far. He is encouraging them to be generous givers too – a message that has ongoing relevance for the people of God. Sometimes, God prompts me to send a gift, message, song or even a joke to someone. Even when we can do little else, we can continue to give. Perhaps, as you read this, God may prompt you to one of these random acts of kindness.

         Perhaps my favourite act of commissioning is for Spotlight. I love reading about people’s passion for the Bible and something of their Christian journey. I try to invite a variety of people from all sorts of backgrounds and perspectives to share their story, and there is always at least one little nugget that causes me to praise God. We each have our own unique story, and Spotlight gives us a glimpse of someone else’s. It is particularly encouraging when there is a link to Scripture Union, as there is this time, with a Children’s Special Service Mission holiday club mentioned. It is a story of a life turned around by encountering Jesus. I wonder if, when you read the Spotlight feature, it will draw you into thinking about your relationship with the Bible. When I am working on Daily Bread, my red leather floppy-backed Bible with gold on the page edges, cross-references, maps and a short concordance, is my faithful companion. It is probably 30 years old and was my second NIV after the first one, a hardback, fell apart with overuse. I wonder which Bible you treasure the most. I still have a soft spot for the Authorised Version that was my christening gift from two of my godparents on a Palm Sunday many years ago. The Bible is a gift and a treasure, and, indeed, our daily bread.

         Sally Nash

Editor
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         Sally Nash

was originally a secondary school teacher. She has worked in ministry and theological education for many years, including with British Youth for Christ, St John’s College Nottingham and St Padarn’s Institute in Cardiff. Sally enjoys writing and has published a range of books and articles on different aspects of ministry, including work with children and young people. She is a practical theologian with research interests in shame, longevity in ministry and paediatric spiritual care. Sally is a self-supporting associate minister in an outer estate church.
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            SU article

            New hunger for God

         

         Children and young people are experiencing a spiritual awakening, the like of which we’ve not witnessed in decades. Some are even turning up on church doorsteps in search of God – and we need to be ready to reveal Jesus to them!

         At a Newcastle church, two ministers were chatting after a midweek service when a young man in his late teens walked in, carrying a Bible. He looked around, walked to the front of the church, sat down and began reading.

         One minister went over to the young man, sat down with him and asked if he could help. The young man said he had had a dream and, on waking, felt a strong urge to go to church and read his Bible. So, he had dug out his copy from school and here he was.

         The minister then spent the next hour talking and praying with this lad. Now, the two of them meet regularly for coffee and the minister is starting to disciple the young man.

         Dom Conidi, SU’s Central Region Team Leader, says, ‘There are similar stories of children and young people turning up at churches, large and small, urban, suburban and rural, right across the country. Be ready because it could happen at your church too.’5
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         Supernatural encounters

         Dom observes, ‘Some people have suggested that this is about young people being driven to seek hope and meaning in a world characterised by global instability, online engagement and mental health challenges. But that doesn’t account for widespread reports of them having supernatural encounters, such as dreams, or why there are five‑year-olds asking their parents if they can go to church!’

         Wales: As instructed by a dream, a teenage girl contacted a friend she had not seen in over a year and asked to go to church with her. They went – and later, on a church residential weekend, the girl decided to follow Jesus. Since then, she and her friend have been working through SU’s So, What Next? book together.

         South Region: After two primary school girls without church backgrounds had revelations of Jesus and his love in their dreams, they decided to start a prayer club at their school.

         Central Region: A teenage girl prayed to every god she could think of with no response until she had an incredible revelation of the love of Jesus. She found a local church and began to read the Bible.

         North Region: A teenage girl asked her neighbour if she could go to his church with him (with her parents’ permission). Two weeks later, she went on the church’s youth residential. Now she says she is a Christian and is ‘the happiest I have ever been’. She is working through SU’s So, What Next? book at home.

         Online: A teenage girl, who had been exploring dark spirituality online, saw a vivid vision of Jesus in a dream. She turned up at a local church on a Wednesday afternoon, found the church leader and, through conversation, began a journey of faith.

         ‘Be ready because it could happen at your church too.’

         God is stirring young hearts

         For years, we have all been praying that the younger generation might come to know God’s love. Yet their church attendance has declined over the decades and the UK has become steadily more secular. Now our prayers are being answered.6

         Recent research confirms a big surge of interest in spirituality and a new openness to faith among those aged 18‑25. They have driven up sales of Bibles by 87 per cent over the last 5 years;1 they are more spiritual than older people and becoming more so;2 35 per cent believe in a God or higher power and 37 per cent are open to learning more about the Bible.3

         No comparable research has so far been done among under 18s, but these stories of ‘turner-uppers’ indicate that God is at work in this younger age group too.

         At an SU seminar for churches on how to prepare for these ‘turner-uppers’, 70 per cent of attendees reported having already had young people turn up at their church. Most of these young people had persuaded their parents or a churchgoing friend or neighbour to bring them. However, over 25 per cent of primary-school-age children had come alone.

         Dom observes, ‘Churches need to be ready to welcome “turner-uppers”, with appropriate safeguarding in place, and to reveal Jesus to them through a relational journey of discipleship. SU has developed resources and offers support to help churches navigate this largely unfamiliar territory.’

         Just the tip of the iceberg

         Richard Shaw, SU’s Director of Mission, believes that the children and young people turning up at church are just the tip of the iceberg.

         ‘It takes great initiative, courage and the right opportunity for a child or young person without church connections to seek out a church and find a way to get there. For each one that turns up at church, there will be many others who don’t get that far. They are receptive to hearing about faith but have no idea where or how to find out more.
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         ‘Do they know that the church can help them find answers? And if so, would they feel comfortable just coming to a service? (One child once actually asked a Faith Guide if they were allowed to come to church!)

         ‘That’s why it’s so important that churches go to where children and young people without church connections are and reveal Jesus to them too.’

         Reaching the 99 lost sheep

         Richard relates a story to illustrate the recent shift in attitude towards faith amongst young people.

         ‘I heard of a lad in his mid-teens whose new girlfriend invited him to church. He told all his classmates that he’d been, which was surprising enough. More surprising still was that his friends then went in search of his girlfriend to ask her about church!

         ‘I wouldn’t have expected that even a year ago. It shows how fast things have changed.

         ‘It’s like the parable of the lost sheep, but in reverse. The “turner-upper” is the one sheep that has found their way into the fold, but there are 99 sheep who are still lost – and they are more open to hearing about faith than has been the case for generations.

         ‘We can’t afford to miss this opportunity, unprecedented in recent years, to reveal Jesus to children and young people who are spiritually hungry.’

         SU can help you to reveal Jesus to today’s spiritually hungry children and young people, whether they are turning up at your church or you’re going out to find the sheep that are still lost!

         
	Prepare for the ‘turner-uppers’ – visit su.org.uk/revivalready

            	Go out into your local community to reveal Jesus to the rest – su.org.uk/revealingjesus

         

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:19

         A shorter version of this story first appeared in Connecting You, SU’s free quarterly supporter magazine, in summer 2025. If you’d like to receive copies of Connecting You and learn more of how God is moving in the hearts and lives of children and young people today, you can sign up online at su.org.uk/connectingyou.

         
            1 spckpublishing.co.uk/blog (March 2025)

            2 Belief in Britain, 2025 – thedevilsgospels.com/#report

            3 Bible Society “Quiet Revival” – biblesociety.org.uk/research/quiet-revival

         

      

   


   
      
         
8
            Way in 2 Corinthians 1–7

            Leading from afar

         

         Having planted the church in Corinth, Paul is now trying to lead them while he is in Ephesus. But leading from afar is proving difficult.

         Two separate delegations from Corinth seeking advice prompted Paul to write 1 Corinthians. Feedback on how it had been received alarmed Paul so much that he went himself to handle the fallout. But that second visit was marked by public controversy (2 Corinthians 2:5,6).

         While there, Paul promised to visit Corinth again on his way to and from Judea. But, anticipating another difficult visit, he chose to write instead to address his concerns. This time the church responded well, with Paul then writing 2 Corinthians to address the remaining points of contention. As these largely concerned his leadership, it is why, when Paul uses ‘we’ and ‘us’ language, we should read it as a roundabout way of him talking about himself.

         The issues in Corinth were still numerous. Paul was being criticised for having changed his mind about his visit and had offended them by refusing their support (1:17; 11:7–11). The collection for Judea wasn’t progressing (8:10,11). Some were refusing to leave behind the city’s pagan life (6:14 – 7:1; 13:2,3). Newly arrived Jewish Christian leaders were challenging Paul’s authority and apostleship (11:4–6; 12:11,12), emphasising that Gentiles needed to keep the Law (see Galatians 2:14).

         Our readings show Paul rising to all these challenges with humility and courage.

         
            
               [image: ]

            

            About the writer

            Mike Archer

            Mike is married to Sarah, and they have two adult children, Mims and Sam. Ordained since 1994, Mike is passionate about the renewal of the local church. He wants to know the Father well, and help others to know him too.
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            Wednesday 1 July

            Effective comfort

         

         PREPARE

         Read 2 Corinthians 1:3. Thank God for the ways in which you’ve experienced his compassionate comfort. Surrender to him those ways in which you need it today.

         READ

         2 Corinthians 1:1–11

         EXPLORE

         Paul begins by talking about how God brings effective comfort in the midst of difficulty. How can you testify to this? Such comfort also impacts others: as we receive from our Father, we’re then enabled to share what we’ve received with others. Paul insists that’s happened to the Corinthians: as Paul and his companions have been comforted by God, that has overflowed into the Corinthians being strengthened. A recent comfort had been Titus’ report on how they’d responded to his letter (see 2 Corinthians 7:5-7).

         Their intense struggles in the province of Asia had shaken Paul and his team (v 8). A city-wide riot in Ephesus, provoked by the silversmiths, left them fearing for their lives (see Acts 19:23–41). Plots against Paul’s life were now emerging (see Acts 20:3). While in the midst of these threats, they’d been unable to see a way through, like a ship so weighed down it was about to sink, but seeing God’s deliverance taught them to rely on his resurrection power (v 9). Where are you seeing God’s resurrection power currently? God’s work and the Corinthians’ prayers had enabled Paul’s team to have greater confidence for the future.

         RESPOND

         Reflect on those known to you who are struggling or suffering at the moment. How might God want to empower you to bring his comfort and strength to them?

         Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort

         2 Corinthians 1:3

         Bible in a year: 2 Chronicles 33,34; Psalms 75,76
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