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The Town Hall, 1920s.
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As Far as the Eye Can See: Memories of the 1860s Recorded by J. Charters


In the 1860s East Ham was an era of intensive cultivation, with crops of root vegetables stretching across the horizon as far as the eye could see. Beyond the ancient parish church to the south were marshes which were used for grazing cattle. The marshes stretched from Barking in the east, Plaistow in the west and with the river Thames to the south. The old church and its burial ground stood on the dividing line between marsh and arable land which marked the boundary from time immemorial.
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