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Chapter One
Wedding Prelude Blind Date
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In ancient times, under the restriction of feudalism rituals, people awesomely believed in some established sayings, such as “ignorance is a woman’s virtue”, “males and females cannot be close to each other”, and so on. Because of these, their connections were cut off, then the matchmaker appeared and played a very important role. “Three intermediaties and six witnesses”, and “birth date matching” are the very standard and way to judge if a marriage fits. Both males and females should go through the intermediate bringing-together by matchmakers generally, then they can “be intertwined together as roots of trees”, and “connect both families”.
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Section OneA Perfect Union
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I. Parents’ Agreement


In Mengzi, a literature in the Warring States Period, it mentions that one’s marriage should followed one’s parents’ opinion, and with matchmaker’s help. The ritual opinions, “filial piety to parents” and “males and females should be treated differently”, which were popular in the Western Zhou Dynasty, became strengthened in the Spring and Autumn Period. That is to say that the son is obliged to support and obey his living parents, when this was made connections to the marriage rites, such marriage rituals were shaped as “One’s marriage should followed parents’ opinion, and with matchmaker’s help.”
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In ancient times, parents were the final speaker to their children’s marriage, as they were regarded as their spokesman for children’s destiny. While the destiny was something intangible and in fact, it only exists on people’s mind, so it needed a person to speak for him. And in this case, the parents from both parties were going to arrange the marriage on behalf of the destiny. As the historical premise of marriage was the establishment of patriarchy, family mode and private ownership, the sons and daughters were not only themselves, but also part of their families or the private fortune of the family. What’s more, their marriage meant more than the pure sex relationships. To make a marriage was considered as a way to maintain and continue this family or the benefit of this family, in this sense, the right to decide the marriage establishment undoubtedly fell in parents’ hands. So, generally speaking, the destiny turns to be subject to parents’ opinions.
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Marriage was treated as a holy thing because it was believed to be the embodiment of “Law of Heaven” that connects Yin&Yang and gives birth to all things on earth, which is the basis for all kinds of human relations. In this way, whatever connections between males and females in the form of marriage, they are all arranged by the god’s opinion, imperceptibly which is also called “perfect match” or “connected by fate”. Under the control of such minds, the mind that marriages were arranged by the god had become the most basic one in guiding a marriage, and parents thus spokesperson for God of Destiny.
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II. The Word of a Matchmaker


In ancient times, under the restriction of feudalism rituals, people awesomely believed in some established sayings, such as “ignorance is a woman’s virtue”, “males and females cannot be close to each other”, and so on. Because of these, their connections were cut off, then the matchmaker appeared and played a very important role. “Three intermediaties and six witnesses”, and “birth date matching” are the very standard and way to judge if a marriage fits. Both males and females should go through the intermediate bringing-togeth-er by matchmakers generally, then they can “be intertwined together as roots of trees”, and “connect both families”. This kind of intermediating work is called “matchmaking”. And people who are engaged in matchmaking are called “ the moon god” as their elegant name, and “matchmaker”, “go-between” as their common names. There are some other ways to call them, such as the icy person. After the PRC was found, all various names are changed into “introducer”.
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After marriage system was fixed, the function of a matchmaker was reflected in three parts :
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First, the connections between unmarried males and females had become more and more restricted, along with the status of confucian ritual opinions becoming more and more strengthened in social ideology, especially the daughters in some families who attached great importance to elegance, and were nearly isolated with the society. In this way, their characters, appearances, the female’s skills, and other conditions would not be known to others than their family members. The matchmaker visited families often, and got a general idea of the situation of each, including their status, their wealth and power, social relationships, the character and appearance of their children and so on. So if the parents wanted to arrange their sons and daughters’ marriage according to the standards of similar conditions, such as status, talents, appearance, wealth and so on, they should surely choose the way of entrusting a matchmaker.
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Second, the ancient people treated marriages as an significant affair which would build relationships between two families, and be responsible to the ancestors and descendants. The realization process on marriage, that is to say, the complicated series from discussion on marriage, engagement and the wedding ceremony, is just an manifestation of this mind. And whatever process between this series, it needs a go-between to communicate between these two families. Therefore, whether there was a matchmaker or not became a scale-plate to judge whether this series of marriage was ritual or not.
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Third, a basic feature of Chinese feudal society is that “the rites” and “the laws” also go together. Things that are lawful should be in accordance with the rite. As far back as the early Qin Dynasty, matchmakers were divided into official matchmakers and private matchmakers. The duty of an official matchmaker is similar to the wedding registration office of department of civil affairs in modern times and they offered protection for lawful marriage. Later on, the private matchmaker became popular and took the same duty as the official matchmaker.
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The functions of matchmakers were written into laws from the Tang Dynasty. Explanations on the Laws of Tang Dynasty regulated that the basic rule of a marriage is a matchmaker. At the same time, it regulated that if a marriage violated the rules and laws, the matchmaker will take some responsibilities for this. They meant that the matchmakers were protected by the laws, and at the same time, they should bear the corresponding legal responsibilities. Later, in the laws of the Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing dynasties, there were also some explicit regulations on the statues, functions and responsibilities of matchmakers similar to the Tang Dynasty, which made the legal significance of matchmakers in a marriage more and more obvious.
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III. Silk Balls for Matching a Marriage


Silk balls made of different colors of silk were once a tool for the palace band to dance, and it could also be used as a decoration in a female’s bedroom or bed. In some places in ancient times, there were some customs that if a girl reached her marriage age, she would on a certain day, commonly January 15th or August 15th, throw a silk ball toward the candidates who gathered downstairs, and her husband would be the person who had caught that ball. C ertainly, the girl would be certain about his suitor and then threw the ball to him for him to get it.
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The most famous story on this should be in the Northern Song Dynasty, approximately in the year of 964. In Luoyang, Henan, there was a rich man with the surname of Liu. Liu had a daughter named Liu Yuying, who was going to throw a silk ball to find a lover. Once the news was released, there were a lot of visitors. Poor Yuying took the silk ball with no ideas. So crowded downstairs, big noise made her dizzy, she could only depend on the god’s opinion, and threw the ball out. At that time, Lü Mengzheng, a man in rags, became the lucky dog. The silk ball fell down into his hands, which made him at a loss. The rich Liu treated him as a poor guy and disliked him, while Yuying who had a sharp eye decided to marry him.
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According to the historical records, after Lü Mengzheng got married, in order to show his wife that her decision was correct, he studied harder and harder, and finally got the first place. And he had been prime minister for three times in two dynasties, during Chunhua under Emperor Tai in Song (Year 990—994) and Xianping under Emperor Zhen in Song. This was a rare example among so many silk ball-throwing stories.
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Section TwoAsking Name for Marriage
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I. Matchmakers Going between


Yuan Zhen, who lived in Tang Dynasty, modeled a clever and lively matchmaker in his work The Legend of Yingying. With her clever ideas, she finally brought Mr Zhang and Miss Yingying together. The go-between of matchmakers similar to the parents’ opinions, they were all essential premises for connections between males and females. And this old marriage custom lasts till now.
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To be a matchmaker, you should be eloquent enough, and doesn’t mind frequent visits. From the very beginning of matching a male and female, you have to circle between the two families to exchange information for them, and express each party’s hope and requirement the other party, in case any accident happens. In the villages, there was a saying that “A hundred meals for matchmakers” which suggested the frequency of circling for a matchmaker. Matchmaking is a skillful job. The matchmaker should not only have an idea of the situations of both parties and their families in order to make sure that they are well-matched in every aspect, but also report the correct information to the two parties and their parents. He should try his best to talk more about the good things than the bad things, and make both parties to know more advantages of the opposite and be willing to reach a marriage agreement.
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If the matchmaker had matched a marriage successfully, then he could get thanking gifts. Generally, it was the bridegroom’s responsibility, and they should send chicken, shoes and socks, cloth and so on to the matchmaker’s on the day before wedding ceremony. The second day, the matchmaker would guide the bridegroom to meet his bride. The host should give some thanking money to the matchmaker, the amount of which is not certain. No matter how much it is, the money should be wrapped in a red pack with some good words or name on it.
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