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About the Selecting Editors:



Jacqueline Saphra is a poet and playwright. Her first collection, The Kitchen of Lovely Contraptions (flipped eye, 2011) was shortlisted for the Aldeburgh First Collection Prize. If I Lay on my Back I Saw Nothing but Naked Women (The Emma Press, 2017) won The Saboteur Award for Best Collaborative Work. In 2017, A Bargain with the Light: Poems after Lee Miller was published by Hercules Editions and her collection from Nine Arches Press, All My Mad Mothers, was shortlisted for the 2017 T.S. Eliot prize. Her most recent play, The Noises, funded by the T.S. Eliot Foundation and Arts Council England, was produced at The Old Red Lion Theatre in 2019. Jacqueline’s collection, Dad, Remember You are Dead (Nine Arches Press) was also published in 2019 and followed by Veritas: Poems after Artemisia (Hercules Editions) in April 2020, a chapbook of sonnets celebrating Artemisia Gentileschi, the greatest woman painter of the late Italian Renaissance. Jacqueline lives in London and teaches at The Poetry School. www.jacquelinesaphra.com


Jane Commane is a poet, editor and publisher. Her first full-length collection, Assembly Lines, was published by Bloodaxe in 2018. A graduate of the Warwick Writing Programme, for a decade she also worked in museums and archives and in 2016 she was chosen to join Writing West Midlands’ Room 204 writer development programme. Jane is editor at Nine Arches Press, co-editor of Under the Radar magazine, and is co-author, with Jo Bell, of How to Be a Poet, a creative writing handbook (Nine Arches Press). In 2017, she was awarded a Jerwood Compton Poetry Fellowship. In 2019, Jane was commissioned by Historic England and the Poetry Society for the Where Light Falls project to write a poem alongside community groups which was projected as part of a music, poetry and light installation onto the ruins of Coventry Cathedral and viewed by over 15,000 people over three nights.





FOREWORD



The Primers poetry mentoring scheme began in 2015 with the intention of finding and supporting exciting poetry by a range of debut poets. Primers has now published sixteen new poets, with each selected by a guest judge and receiving one-to-one mentoring and editing advice, all designed to take their poetry into print and out into the world.


The 2019 call for submissions brought us a rich variety of new writing. In reading through these submissions, we witnessed many new poets finding their wings; soaring into experiments and daring ideas, or distinctive voices discovering their own ways of being heard, of honing the world into words.
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