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for my mother, whose life
was a reason for joy for everyone
in our family; who passed away not long
after this smallish book was
accepted for publication


“how many churches, what solitude!”


– Albert Camus





dig (n.) [i]



from Old English dīc for ‘ditch’


digs (plural) are a global orchestrated event where trees are felled and fortification done of sites, leading to mass delocalisation of birds and animals. It is not an act of rehoming and is costly and unkind; but history, it’s said, is worth some setbacks. When the first dig was performed close to six hundred years before Christ, King Nabonidus of Babylon, Blake’s ‘mad’ king, had discovered a temple, and narcissism, and named himself ‘king of the Universe’. This title, however, wasn’t unique to him. Then, hundreds of years after, a self-taught archaeologist in England made ‘one of the most important archaeological discoveries of all time’, suffered a stroke, and remained humble. Putting two and two together, perhaps diggings are necessary, just as much as burials are.





but dogs don’t want their puppies buried –



the idea perhaps is that the place of a child is beside his mother


who sometimes carries the naked bodies for days believing they’re just asleep


an unresponsive god


once I buried two dead pups in shallow ground


and next morning they were back up out of the mound playing with her





Notes on Burials [ii]



bury (v.): to put or hide underground; to cover completely;


from borrow, borough, or from Burg (German), which is


‘to fortify’


as in to protect; as in


to provide – with possessions: food, pots


and pans, things to wear and even a toothbrush and a comb


– this physical manifestation of life


when the soul travels to the gods
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it is said a burial is holding on to the dead


so the body – this cold


soil; cloth – is taken in a ship


along water, as in water between earth and heaven, or hell;


water, as in Styx, or Vaitarani –
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