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Meet Your New Dog


Welcome to Meet the Bulldog. Whether you’re a long-time Bulldog owner, or you’ve just brought home your first puppy, we wish you a lifetime of happiness and enjoyment with your new pet.


In this book, you’ll learn about the history of the breed, receive tips on feeding, grooming, and training, as well as learn about all the fun you can have with your dog. The American Kennel Club and I-5 Press hope that this book serves as a useful guide on the lifelong journey you’ll take with your canine companion.


Owned and cherished by millions across America, Bulldogs make wonderful companions and also enjoy taking part in a variety of dog sports, including Conformation (dog shows), Obedience, Rally®, and Agility.


Thousands of Bulldogs have also earned the AKC Canine Good Citizen® certification by demonstrating their good manners at home and in the community. We hope that you and your Bulldog will become involved in AKC events, too! Learn how to get involved at www.akc.org/events or find a training club in your area at www.akc.org/events/trainingclubs.cfm.


We encourage you to connect with other Bulldog owners on the AKC website (www.akc.org), Facebook (www.facebook.com/american kennelclub), and Twitter (@akcdoglovers). Also visit the website for the Bulldog Club of America (www.thebca.org), the national parent club for the Bulldog, to learn about the breed from reputable exhibitors and breeders.


Enjoy Meet the Bulldog!


 


Sincerely,


 


Dennis B. Sprung


AKC President and CEO
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Once stereotypically known as a bullbaiting dog, the Bulldog is now favored as a devoted, lovable family companion. In spite of his rough-and-tumble roots, the gentle, wrinkly Bulldog exists for purely one reason—to keep his family happy! The Bulldog is a very special and unique breed, and each dog possesses a charming personality all his own.


As part of the AKC’s Non-Sporting Group, the Bulldog keeps company with such breeds as the French Bulldog, Boston Terrier, and Poodle—all known for their doting, companion-dog qualities. In recent years, the Bulldog has gained popularity in the United States, rising to tenth on the list of top dog breeds (according to American Kennel Club registrations) in 2007, the first time since 1935, and moving up to sixth in 2011. The Bulldog is well-known and very recognizable with his thickset, sturdy frame and distinguished, sweet demeanor. With a Bulldog next to you, there’s no doubt that you will run across someone who will recognize the breed and immediately exclaim with a big smile, “Oh! A Bulldog!”




History in the Making


The Bulldog Club of America (BCA), the breed’s parent club, was founded in 1890, about thirty years after sports like dog fighting and bullbaiting were legally banned in England. A group of Bulldog fanciers decided that the breed shouldn’t disappear, and the first Bulldog club was born. The BCA’s objective was, and still is, to promote the breed and provide education and exhibition opportunities.





THE REAL BULLDOG


There are quite a few old wives’ tales about the Bulldog, stemming from assumptions about the breed’s personality and physical appearance. Most of those stereotypes are completely false! Let’s take the time to set the record straight on the Bulldog’s real characteristics and needs.


A Lover, Not a Fighter


Though it’s true that the breed was once used as a bullbaiting guard dog, the Bulldog’s attitude and demeanor are anything but aggressive. Known (and loved) for their calm and passive personalities, Bulldogs are utterly devoted to their families. Weighing in at 40 to 65 pounds, a Bulldog is not a lap dog—but that won’t stop him from trying!


Are you looking for a companion that will live in the house with you and will want to spend every waking hour with the family? Are you interested in a dog that will always be with you, sit next to you, and follow you around the house? Then the Bulldog is for you! You can’t leave this dog alone for hours in the yard and expect him to be content. He is a companion dog, meaning that he expects and needs your companionship and attention.
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Gentle and loving, a Bulldog’s main purpose is to be a companion. The breed’s sturdy frame and broad chest are very recognizable.
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The Bulldog is not a guard dog! If this is what you are looking for, you should consider another breed. Keep in mind, while he does not make a good guard dog, the Bulldog is watchful and devoted to his people—and his looks alone may deter any would-be intruder!


The Bulldog is excellent with children, and he will quickly become a playful companion to your little ones. But like all other dogs, he first needs to be taught how to treat his new young family members, just as the kids must be taught how to treat him. Encourage your children to interact with your new puppy calmly, quietly, and gently. They cannot ride on his back, startle him, pull his ears, or otherwise handle him roughly. Interactions between the dog and the kids should always be supervised, and with proper training, your Bulldog will grow into the oversized lover that he naturally is.


What a Looker!


The Bulldog is a medium-sized, short-muzzled breed with wide shoulders and a formidable stance. With a massive head, sturdy legs, and wrinkles covering his body, this is a breed that requires little coat care other than a thorough brushing a few times a week, but he will need special attention to keep his skin folds clean, especially those on his face. Although grooming is minimal for this breed, as a Bulldog owner, you must regularly brush his coat, trim his nails, check his ears and eyes, brush his teeth, and clean his wrinkles. You need to devote time and effort to keep your dog clean, healthy, and smelling good. Are you willing to do this for your Bulldog?




Did You Know?


The Bulldog’s tough appearance naturally makes the breed a symbol of strength, tenacity, and adaptability. The Bulldog has been adopted as the official mascot of several well-known institutions, such as Mack Trucks and the United States Marine Corps.
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All dogs need exercise, and the burly Bulldog is no exception. Bulldogs need at least one or two walks a day and lots of playtime to stay fit and healthy.


The Bulldog requires extra care because, like the Boston Terrier, Boxer, and several other breeds, he is a brachycephalic breed. These dogs have flat faces, wide heads, and short muzzles. Bulldogs are sensitive to extreme temperatures and must not be allowed too much time outdoors in heat and humidity. You will need to pay careful attention to your Bulldog in both the heat and cold.


As a short-muzzled breed, a Bulldog’s respiratory system differs from that of longer-nosed breeds, such as the German Shepherd Dog or Labrador Retriever. Although the Bulldog’s unique shape may not win him any races, this is a dog built for stamina, not speed. Bulldogs successfully participate in AKC dog sports like agility and obedience. They enjoy activity just as much as more athletic breeds, but they do not tolerate strenuous workouts. Moderate exercise will keep your Bulldog physically and mentally healthy and happy. And never forget, his amiable personality makes him a great candidate for therapy work.


With a Brain to Match


The Bulldog is dearly loved for his disposition, good looks, intelligence, and devotion to his family. Bulldogs are inquisitive, active, affable dogs. It’s no wonder that Winston Churchill was called the “British Bulldog.” Like the venerable statesman, the Bulldog is extremely smart. And he prefers his owner to be at least as sharp as he is. That being said, all dogs need lessons in manners. Basic obedience training will not only transform your dog into a good canine citizen but will also stimulate your smart pup both physically and mentally. Good training takes time and dedication, and you must work with your Bulldog on a daily basis to have an obedient dog with good manners.


THE RIGHT CHOICE


Before purchasing a Bulldog, think about the personality and characteristics of the breed to determine if this is the dog that you want to join your family. Ask yourself: Do you have the time needed to give to a dog? Will you help him grow and thrive both physically and mentally? Are you willing to train your dog and teach him good manners? Answer these questions honestly before deciding if a Bulldog is the right breed for you.


Your Bulldog should have at least two outings a day, such as a walk or a light jog in the morning and again in the evening. He will need moderate exercise, training, and grooming. The fast-growing Bulldog must be fed on a consistent schedule and requires optimal nutrition to develop properly. Adding a puppy to your life is a big decision, and one that should be considered carefully and only made after thorough research.
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Get to Know the AKC


The country’s leading canine organization, the American Kennel Club is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the betterment and promotion of purebred dogs as family companions. The AKC is the largest and most prestigious dog registry in the United States. It was founded in 1884 with the mission of “upholding its registry and promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type and function.” Supporting everything from health and wellness to breeding standards to fun activities for the whole family, the AKC thrives on the participation of dog lovers like you.


Help continue the legacy by registering your purebred Bulldog with the AKC. It’s as simple as filling out the Dog Registration Application you received when you bought your puppy and mailing it to the AKC in North Carolina, or register online at www.akc.org/reg.







Bulldog Temperament


Despite their fierce history, Bulldogs are actually very gentle, mellow dogs that get along well with children and most other pets. They are extremely loving of their human families, shadowing the footsteps of their owners wherever they go. Sometimes stubborn, but extremely intelligent and always willing to please, a Bulldog is very good-natured and trainable. The Bulldog is a wrinkly gentleman, and he is the perfect addition to a household in need of a devoted, playful canine friend and companion.







Bulldog Therapy


Therapy dogs typically visit hospitals, nursing homes, and assisted living facilities where the dog’s social instincts combine with the healing effects of canine companionship. It’s been scientifically proven that petting a dog can reduce stress and lower blood pressure. The therapeutic effects of this irresistible tub of love come as no surprise to fanciers of the Bulldog breed. When we’re feeling under the weather, a slobbery kiss or snuggle from a sensitive Bulldog can be the best medicine. As a bonus, a Bulldog in the role of therapy dog does a lot to dispel any misconceptions that the breed is aloof or unfriendly. As with most misconceptions, the idea that a Bulldog is unsociable is no doubt perpetrated by those who have not met one.
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In recent years, the Bulldog has gained popularity in the United States and is now the sixth most popular breed in the country.
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What Is a Parent Club?


Breed standards are written by experienced breeders across the country who belong to that particular breed’s parent club. A parent club is a national organization recognized by the American Kennel Club that represents a particular dog breed. The Bulldog standard was written by the Bulldog Club of America, which is the AKC parent club of the Bulldog breed. You can learn more about the Bulldog Club of America at its website, www.thebca.org.
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Is a Bulldog right for you? Find out about the breed and talk to Bulldog owners before committing to bringing home this sweetheart of a dog.


For more information on the Bulldog, check out other books on the breed and talk to breeders and owners. Bulldog people are happy to give advice about their beloved breed. Although the internet can be a wonderful tool, it contains a lot of bad information, too. The best resources on the breed are the American Kennel Club (www.akc.org) and the breed’s national parent club, the Bulldog Club of America (www.thebca.org). These organizations’ websites will direct you to local Bulldog clubs in your region.




At a Glance …


A Non-Sporting dog by AKC classification, the Bulldog’s sole job is to be a devoted and faithful companion. Don’t let his shape and size fool you, the Bulldog is a fun-loving breed that can take part in a variety of sports and activities.


 


The Bulldog is a gentle and playful breed that will follow on the heels of his owner. Bulldogs are intelligent and kind dogs that are well suited for families with children and for community service such as canine assistance and therapy work.


 


Brachycephalic breeds like the Bulldog have short muzzles, which require extra supervision due to their sensitivity to extreme temperatures and humidity.


 


Be honest in assessing your lifestyle and your compatibility with the Bulldog breed, as well as your level of commitment to dog ownership as a whole. Get all the information and advice you can on the Bulldog so you can make an educated decision.
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The Bulldog is a beautiful and recognizable breed, enduring as a popular choice with fanciers, breeders, and pet owners who embrace it’s unique brand of appeal with good reason. The Bulldog is loyal, loving, gentle, and intelligent—everything you could want in a companion, wrapped up in one sturdy, wrinkly package. To know the Bulldog is to love him. But to really understand this popular breed, you have to know its history.
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Colleges love the Bulldog—more than forty claim the breed as their mascot. The most well-known are Yale’s Handsome Dan, Georgetown’s Jack the Bulldog, and the University of Georgia’s Uga.


The Bulldog is a nearly ancient breed that descends from a long line of tough dogs originally used for bullbaiting and bearbaiting. He may have started with a tougher-than-nails background, but the Bulldog is now considered the national dog of England and a beloved family pet around the world.


BULLDOG ORIGINS


In order to understand the Bulldog and his background, you must first learn a bit about the history of the fighting dog. Bullbaiting began in England as early as the mid-1300s. The cruel “sport” of baiting pitted animal against animal—bears, lions, monkeys, bulls, and eventually dog against dog—and was very popular among the wealthy as well as commoners, who had little in the way of entertainment. The average peasant could breed a tough dog, send it into the ring with a bull, and take bets on which animal would win. People of all classes found these gambling matches entertaining, and it allowed peasants to make a bit of money in the process.




A PIECE OF HISTORY







The Bulldog became the official mascot of the Marine Corps in 1922. In 1957, the Bulldog mascot first acquired the name “Chesty,” after the highly-decorated Lieutenant General Lewis “Chesty” Puller. Since then, there have been twelve Bulldogs—all named Chesty—who have served in the Marine Corps, including one female! The current USMC mascot is Chesty XIII.





Dogs at that time were not bred for their looks but rather for toughness, tenacity, and spirit. The Bulldog that could pin a bull in the least amount of time, regardless of any injury to himself, became a prize, particularly if he could repeat this feat time after time. This dog was then bred to an equally tough dog with the hope of raising dogs that were as ferocious as the parents, or even more so, in the bullbaiting ring.


By the early 1800s, a group of individuals fought to stop the cruel and inhumane fighting of animals for sport, and laws were passed that eventually outlawed the practice. In 1835, all dog fighting was outlawed in England. The Bulldog experienced a decline in popularity as a result, as owners no longer felt that these dogs had a purpose.


By 1860, dog shows were being held in England and a small group of fanciers believed that the grand Bulldog of the past should not fall into further decline. This group set about to preserve the Bulldog’s desirable characteristics as well as breed out (eliminate) the dog’s fighting instincts and other disagreeable traits. In 1875, a breed standard was written by these exhibitors in the United Kingdom, stating just what the Bulldog should look and act like. This gave the breed the start it needed on its road to preservation and, eventually, to popularity.


In addition to this renewed popularity in its homeland, the Bulldog was also becoming a beloved breed in America. By the early 1900s, several wealthy fanciers imported top English champions to their kennels for breeding. Today, the Bulldog remains a very popular dog in the United States as well as in England and elsewhere around the world. Within the American Kennel Club, the Bulldog has steadily moved up the ranks in popularity and broke into the top ten breeds in 2007, according to AKC registration numbers.
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Meet the Bulldog


AKC Meet the Breeds®, hosted by the American Kennel Club and presented by PetPartners, Inc., is a great place to see Bulldogs, as well as more than 200 other dog and cat breeds. Not only can you see dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens of all sizes, you can also talk to experts in each of the breeds. Meet the BreedsTM features demonstration rings to watch events for law enforcement K9s, grooming, agility, and obedience. You also can browse the more than 100 vendor booths for every imaginable pet product for you and your Bulldog.


It’s great fun for the whole family. AKC Meet the Breeds takes place in the fall in New York City. Meet the Breeds also sponsors a smaller event at the AKC Eukanuba National Championship each winter in Orlando. For more information, check out www.meetthebreeds.com.







What’s in a Name


Originally bred in the British Isles, today’s Bulldogs were commonly known as English Bulldogs until the 1920s. As the Bulldog breed became more popular in the United States, the American Kennel Club eventually dropped the “English” from the breed’s official name.
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The Bulldog in Brief


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN:
England


ORIGINAL PURPOSE:
Bullbaiting and bearbaiting


GROUP:
Non-Sporting


AVERAGE LIFE SPAN:
8 to 10 years


COAT:
Short, flat, glossy, and smooth; loose all over the body with heavy facial wrinkles.


COLOR:
All shades of brindle (red most desirable in the show ring), solid white, solid red, fawn or fallow, and piebald (large patches of two or more colors). Solid black is not desirable.


GROOMING:
Bulldogs must be brushed weekly, and the wrinkles on their faces and bodies must be cleaned daily.


HEIGHT/WEIGHT:
Approximately 14 to 15 inches at the withers; between 40 and 65 pounds.


TRAINABILITY:
Moderate


PERSONALITY:
Easygoing, affectionate, and intelligent; sometimes stubborn, but always loyal and willing to please.


ACTIVITY LEVEL:
Low to moderate. Bulldogs are sensitive to extreme temperatures.


GOOD WITH OTHER PETS:
Yes, with proper introductions.


NATIONAL BREED CLUB:
Bulldog Club of America; www.thebca.org


RESCUE:
Bulldog Club of America Rescue Network; www.rescuebulldogs.org







The Adoption Option


The lure of adorable Bulldog puppies is powerful, but remember that there are adult dogs in need of loving homes, too. If you want to skip the potty training and chewing mishaps, an adult Bulldog may be the best option for you.


Adult dogs often need new homes for a variety of reasons. Elderly owners die, leaving their pets unowned. Breeders may have adult dogs that can no longer be bred or dogs that are unsuitable for breeding. Retired show dogs also may be available for adoption.
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