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The Tipping Point

As in any relationship, it’s easy to like a project based on 

appearance, but love takes more. For me, a good inspiration 

story can make the difference. This issue is full of them: Steve 

Oliver carved his first flag pin for his wife during Operation 

Desert Storm. Tom Borecki carries gremlin blanks and a 

pocket knife for carving on the go. (And to be perfectly 

honest, Tom calls them “wood boogers,” not gremlins, but 

I just couldn’t imagine putting that word in the magazine 

in really big type. I’m sure you understand.) David Drake designed 

his lizard-handle measuring cup so he could make barbeque sauce in 

public while keeping the recipe a secret. Chris Pye made his original 

sea chest for his infant grandson. I don’t have the skill to make very 

many of these projects, but I’ll be telling their stories, and others from 

this issue, for years.

Our interview with this year’s Woodcarver of the Year, Fred 

Cogelow, is the ultimate behind-the-scenes story. No one looking at 

one of Fred’s gorgeous, detailed, realistic, and award-winning carvings 

would ever guess that he taught himself to carve or that he did so 

poorly in his first carving competition that he took five years off before 

entering again. Fred’s wit, experience, and unique world view are 

obvious from his work, but the details add a richness not captured in 

his carvings. A picture is worth 1,000 words, of course, but sometimes 

you need the words to get the whole picture.

Which, in a roundabout way, brings me to my next topic: patterns 

vs. pictures. Or, perhaps, patterns 

and

pictures. We tend to take a 

“more is better” attitude toward pattern views and reference photos 

and provide as many of both as we can cram onto our pages. We also 

add as many details as possible to the patterns. As you might imagine, 

it takes a lot of time and resources to take the photos and draw the 

patterns. Which led me to wonder, are they useful to you? Which 

do you use more, the patterns or the photos? Do you prefer simpler 

bandsaw patterns or the detailed versions we usually provide? Please 

send me a note and let me know. 

And speaking of letting me know, you may remember that in 

the Holiday 2012 issue (Issue 61), our publisher, Alan Giagnocavo, 

mentioned that he misses getting together with woodworkers and 

would like to invite all of you to visit us here in Pennsylvania. We have 

tentatively scheduled our next Open House for Spring 2014. Please 

get in touch (800-457-9112 or editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com) 

and let us know what you’d like to do and who you’d like to see—we’ll 

take it from there. Look for details in upcoming issues, on our website 

(www.woodcarvingillustrated.com), in our e-newsletter (sign up via 

the website), and on Facebook (search for the magazine).

Mindy Kinsey

Kinsey@FoxChapelPublishing.com

I love a good inspiration story. 

Chris Pye made his original sea chest 

(see page 60) for his grandson.
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We’d love to hear from you! Send 

us your comments and ideas 

on woodcarving to: From Our 

Mailbag, Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, 

PA 17520, or e-mail: editors@



woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Whittling Moravian Star 

Ornaments

In

Woodcarving Illustrate

d 

Holiday 2012 (Issue 61) Jody 

Sebring indicated that he didn’t 

know the origin of the Moravian 

star. A web search turned up 

the Monroe County Historical 

Association’s site, which indicated 

that the stars originated in Saxony, 

Germany, where they were used 

to demonstrate geometry in 

Moravian schools. 

For people carving the stars, 

I suggest you leave the layout lines 

on the blank as you carve the edges 

of the points. When you do the 

final sanding, you can sneak up on 

the line from both sides to create 

a straight and true edge with no 

waviness.

Ed Barnett 

Via e-mail

Editor’s Note: Thank you, Ed, for 

the history of the stars. Jody is still 

looking for the origin of the basic 

pattern he used to create his stars. 

Do any readers know where the 

pattern came from?

I would like to thank 

Woodcarving Illustrated

and Kathleen Ryan for the article “No Vision 

Required” in the Spring 2013 issue (Issue 62). 

I am a woodcarver who recently began losing 

vision in one eye. After the doctors diagnosed 

the problem and told me my vision loss would 

be permanent and possibly worsen in both 

eyes, I became somewhat like a ship’s sail with the 

wind taken away from me. 

When I received the Spring issue of 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

, I picked up my now very useful magnifying 

glass and began reading. My heart raced as I 

discovered the “No Vision Required” article and read 

FOX HUNT

John Banack of Murrells Inlet, S.C., and Julie 

Guthrie of Phoenix, Az., are the winners drawn 

from the correct entries received for 

WCI

Spring 2013 (Issue 62). The fox was hidden on 


page 48, in the pattern for the Dragon Puzzle 

Box.

Find the fox in this issue, and contact us with 

the page number and location. Two readers 

randomly selected from all correct replies 

will receive a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing gift 

certificate. Entries must be received by June 25, 

2013, to be eligible. 

NOTE: With his feet on the 

“ground,” the contest fox faces left (other foxes in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad Street, 

East Petersburg, Pa. 17520, or enter online 

under the contests link at www.


woodcarvingillustrated.com. 

Vision-Impaired 

Woodcarver

from our

mailbag

Carving Pencils

I’m having a hard time finding 

resin or plastic pencils, like the 

ones Randy True uses in his 

book 

Whittling Pencils

and in the 

“Carving a Leprechaun Pencil” in 

Woodcarving Illustrated

Spring 

2013 (Issue 62). All of the pencils 

I find have a wooden body. 

Paul Dezii 

Cherry Hill, N.J.

Editor’s Note: Randy True is also 

having trouble finding resin pencils, 

so he suggests the basswood pencils 

available from The Woodcraft 

Shop, 800-397-2278, www.



TheWoodcraftShop.com.

through it. The inspirational stories of the vision-

impaired carvers was like a strong wind filling my 

deflated sail. Thank you so much for reenergizing my 

carving spirit!

Scott Burke 

Adel, Iowa

This toy tractor with wagon was designed and built by Armando Del 

Gobbo, one of the blind woodworkers featured in our Spring issue.
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reader

gallery

▲

Carving Local Bark

Wayne Dick 

of Bland, Va., likes the 

look of carvings in cottonwood bark, 

but cottonwood is scarce in his area. 

So, Wayne applied the cottonwood 

bark carving techniques to the bark of 

a few local trees. He settled on tulip 

poplar bark and black locust bark. The 

wood spirit is carved from black locust 

and the whimsical house is carved 

from tulip poplar.

▲

▲

Cartoon Walking Stick

Richard Boeckenstedt

of Dyersville, 

Iowa, turned this walking stick on a lathe, 

and then traced more than 100 cartoon 

characters onto it. Richard spent five 

months carving, burning, and painting 

the characters onto the stick.

Carving Knots

William R. Donaldson

of Wilmington, N.C., 

carves a variety of nautical and rope knots from 

wood. Pictured are (clockwise from top left) the 

bowline, a simple running knot or slip knot, a 

square knot, a sheepshank, a carrick bend, and a 

figure eight.

Share your latest work! Send your high-

resolution digital photos or high-quality 

prints and a brief project description to: 

Reader Gallery, Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or 

e-mail editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.
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Woodcraft and 

Pfeil Celebrate 

50-Year 

Partnership

Woodturning Cruise

Start planning now for a 12-day 

Woodturning Cruise in Norway. 

The cruise, scheduled for August 

11–23, 2014, will travel from 

Stavanger to the North Cape 

and back. Onboard activities will 

include woodturning classes and 

demonstrations, as well as other 

woodworking and craft classes. 

Visit www.woodturningcruise.com 

for more information.

40th Annual Woodcarving 

and Wildlife Art Festival and 

Competition

The Lancaster (Pa.) County 

Woodcarvers celebrated their 40th 

annual Woodcarving and Wildlife 

Art Festival and Competition 

March 23 and 24 at Millersville 

(Pa.) University. The show featured 

guest appearances from carvers 

Bruce Henn, Dennis and Susan 

Thornton, Shawn Cipa, and 

Wayne Barton.

The show included a mix 

of carvers, artists, and vendors. 

Woodcarving Illustrated

sponsored a Spit and Whittle at 

their booth, where most of the 

featured carvers provided hour-

long demonstrations. The club 

also raffled off a tilt-top table 

featuring hand-carved blocks of 

Pennsylvania wildlife to benefit 

SOAR (Support Our American 

Recruits). For more information, 

visit www.lancarvers.com.


news and

notes

Numerous in-depth 

classes are held during 

the week of the Congress.

Sweepstakes

Enter to win a carving package 

worth nearly $2,000. The grand 

prize includes a sharpener, a 

bench, and a set of carving 

tools. Second prize is a set of 

sharpening stones. Entries for 

the sweepstakes, sponsored by 

Sjobergs, Tormek, Pfiel, Norton, 

Woodcraft, and

Woodcraft 

Magazine

, will be accepted 

until May 30, 2013. For more 

information or to enter, visit www.



Woodcraft.com/gettheedge.

22nd Woodworker’s Showcase

Classes. Competitions. Vendors. 

Kids’ corner. The Northeastern 

Woodworkers Association’s fine 

woodworking exposition, held 

March 23 and 24 in Saratoga 

Springs, N.Y., had it all—plus a 

great location. The show featured 

seminars, tools, and materials for 

fans of carving, turning, scrolling, 

and furniture making, plus extras 

like an exhibit of antique tools and 

a hands-on pen-turning booth.

There was so much to do—both at 
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DMT* stones—the world' inest diamond sharpeners, Renowned
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« Honing Cones

* Folding Models THE LEADER
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To learn more about the DMT diference,visithttp//www.dmisharp.com/
applications/woodworking/or call 1-800-666-4DMT (4368)

“eineckewood.co,,,

We have the BEST carving
Wood in the world

NORTHERN WISCONSIN BASSWOOD
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Best Prices Anywhere

Custom Roughouts
You Carve it- We duplicate it
Tim Heinecke Dale Heinecke
(715) 822:3524 (715) 822:3524
Cumberland, WI
Check out our site at:
www.heineckewood.com

Pyrographic Tools &
Portable Dust Collectors

Powered to Fire Your Tmagination

Razertip* Pyrographic Tools:

Razaire™ 530 Dust Collector:

Razertip Industries Inc.
PO Box 910, 301- Sth Street North-
“Martensvillo, SK Canada SOK 210
“Phone (306)931-0889 Fax (306)242-6118
Tollfree order line 1-877-729-3757-
Email: info@razertip.com-
“More information & free catalogue at www.razertip.com
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For carvin’ on the porch or wherever life takes you.

Some appreciate them because they re well-engineered and USA-made from high-quality materials.

Others simply say they e just good carvin' tools and leave itat that. But one thing s sure, our Carvin’

Jack, Pocket Jack, Tri-Jack Pro, Whittlin' Jack and Detail Jack are extreme performers. Their hard.

carbon steel blades are hand sharpened with a razor finish at our factory in Erie, Pennsylvania. They hold their edge like
anything too. Just over 4 inches long when closed, they fit neatly in your pocket. So you can carve anywhere—on the porch
or along the trail—wherever you go.

The 2-Blade Whittlin' Jack
features a 2° oughing knife that's
) great for carving walking sticks,
The Single Blade Detail 4 caricatures, and much more.
Jack can handle Jos of proj iis 17" detail knife quickly
ects start to finish. Is single 4 emoves wood from sur-
detail knife quickly removes faces and is perfect for fine
L wood from surfaces, while detailing and delicate work.
its fine point is perfect for A 2 Blades do notfock
detailing delicate areas. The
Kife handle s crafted from
aerospace-grade aluminum

PR
‘The 3-Blade Tri-Jack.
Projstheriewest
ﬂ multitool in Flexcuts
Jack series. It features.
ahigh-quality ough-
ing knife, detait kife,
and mini-cutting knife
The well-designed
fandle minimizes hand
fatigue andis made of
aerospace-grade alum
num with a quarter-cot
chery inlay

The 6-Blade Carvin' Jack
is the worldsfirst foldn
multi- 100l for wood-

LN cning s

\\ equipped with 2

scorps; Straight gouge, a hook knfe,

\ﬁ chisel. anda detail knife. You also
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Gold polishing compotung to keep
'your blades sharp, and a leather beit:
mounted sheath that looks good with
jeans or even your better pants.

Check out ths fnk to sée how the Canvi'Jack
knife i3 being used!
lumberjocks.com/projects/46046. ‘The 4-Blade Pocket Jack is an-
other great take-along tool, Built witt
i same quality as out original Canin’ Jack
r = 1:, xXCc o ! o e, this model comes with just the bssentials—
IAAEd (30147 inplace except on Whitiin'Jack. straight gouge; scorp, V-1ool, and a detail knife:
weighs in at 3 ounces and has a closed fenth of 41/

Flexcut Tool Company Inc. Toll-free: 1-800-524-9077 flexéut.com
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