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			Dedicated to my friend, Gloria Benitez, 
a wonderful Haijin.


			


			Is that the wind
 moving those bamboos?
No, it is a cat.


			MIKA - 2019
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						You can see this photograph in color by entering 
instagram.com/bichitosdeluzfireflies or by scanning the QR.
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			PROLOGUE


			Since 2016 I have been giving Workshops of Haiku Poetry in my neighbourhood schools for sixth grade primary school students, that surprise me because of the beautiful Haikus they write.


			That is why I thought in expanding the workshops, and I wrote this book. Here I develop the classes with exercises and examples, with the objective that the practice of Haiku Poetry can reach any place in the world.


			It can be read by both: students and teachers who want to incorporate Haiku Poetry into their classes.


			This book is edited in two versions: in Spanish (El Haiku va a la escuela) and in English (Haiku Goes to School).


			It is complemented by the book “Bichitos de Luz – Fireflies” that is written in both languages and where you can read some of my student´s Haikus.


			I hope that this book reaches its objective and that a lot of children would be interested in this marvelous poetry.


			L.L.W.


			


			For any question you can visit my blog:
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			       ginkgodorado.blogspot.com
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			       haiku.llw@hotmail.com
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			       www.lilianaweisbek.com.ar
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			My name is AKIYAMA and it means “Autumn Mountain” so it describes a man that loves Nature, and I also love writing poetry.


			And now I want to talk to you about a type of Japanese Poetry called HAIKU.


			What is HAIKU? you´ll ask.


			It is very simple, HAIKU is a poem of three verses of 5, 7 and 5 syllables.


			That is very easy, you´ll think. But it is not so simple. HAIKU Poetry has a million of rules, well, not a million, I exaggerate a little, but it has a lot of rules. It is not easy to write.


			Although the HAIKU Poetry has its origin in Japan, it could be written in any language. It has expanded to countries of Spanish Language like Mexico, Spain and Argentina, and of English Language like United Kingdom and the United States. But also in other countries and in different languages.


			


			Do you want to learn to write Haiku?


			Children all around the world do, and they write very nice poems.


			So, continue reading this book and I´ll tell you how to write this marvelous poetry.


			First of all, I want to tell you that HAIKUS are very close to Nature, flowers, butterflies, snails, clouds, wind, birds, rain, etc. 


			So, this book is divided into four chapters dedicated each one to each season of the year and a last chapter with HAIKUS written by children.


			It is very common that HAIKUS refers to the four seasons and that´s why I made these divisions.


			So, we can start…
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			Chapter 1


			Spring


			


			WHAT IS HAIKU?


			HAIKU is a Japanese poetry, that is extended all around the world, and that has only three verses of 5-7-5 syllables.


			SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF HAIKUS:


			

					
HAIKU describes the “here and now”, that means it describes what is taking place at this moment, as a photograph but with words.


			


			Autumnn tree branches 
perfuming the rain 
just one rose.


			GLORIA BENÍTEZ


			(contemporary poetess from Argentina)


			(This HAIKU describes the moment in Autumn where it is raining and there is only one flower, a rose, that perfumed the air.)


			 


			


			Oh, butterfly, 
what are you dreaming 
while you flutter your wings?


			CHIYO, poetess (1.703-1.775)


			(In this case the poetess is amazed to see a butterfly while fluttering it wings and she is wondering if the butterfly is dreaming)


			You can notice that this HAIKU describes an instant, that is happening at this moment. Not past, nor future, just present. It is here and now.


			

					
HAIKU intends to describe the impression that a scene has inspired the poet.


			


			In the cherry tree 
one by one the flowers open 
because of the warmth.


			HATTOTI RANSETSU (1.654 – 1.707)


			(In this case the poet sees the flowers that are opening because of the warmth of the spring climate.)


			

					It is very common in HAIKU Poetry the mention of the cherry blossoms that are very important in Japan.


					
HAIKU is like a flash; let us catch it when it jumps in front of our eyes. It is like catching an instant like a photographer.


			


			


			I have no brush 
that paints the fruit flowers 
with their fragrance.


			SATOMURA SHOHA (…….  1.602)


			(In this case the poet is marveled by the fruit flowers and also includes the perfume of those flowers, which has two senses: sight and smell)


			

					We must love Nature and observe it carefully.


			


			A lightning in the morning! 
The noise of the dew 
runs among the bamboos.


			YORA BUSON (1.716 – 1.783)


			(The poet saw lightning in the morning and that light allowed him to see the dew that covered the bamboos.


			

					
HAIKU has no rhyme.


					
HAIKU has no title (but we can make groups of themes) For example: seasons, flowers, travels, trees, animals, etc.


					As you can see in the previous examples in HAIKUS there are five senses involved: sight, hearing, touch, smell and taste. We´ll see different examples of them all through this book.


			


			


			You must notice that some of the examples of HAIKUS doesn´t follow the metric 5-7-5, but that is not a mistake. The explanation is that those HAIKUS were not written in the English language and while being translated they lose the metric.
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