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In "Strife," John Galsworthy presents a keen exploration of labor issues and industrial conflict through a dramatic lens. Set against the backdrop of a labor strike in a British town, the play juxtaposes the ambitions of management against the struggles of workers, unveiling the nuanced tensions inherent in class relations. Galsworthy'Äôs style resonates with naturalism and realism, employing sharp dialogue and impactful character development to illuminate the moral complexities of both sides. Furthermore, he engages with the broader literary context of early 20th-century England, where social reform and economic strife were prominent themes, thereby invoking a critical discourse on ethics and responsibility. John Galsworthy, a playwright and novelist awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1932, championed social justice and was deeply influenced by the inequalities of his time. His firsthand experiences with social issues, coupled with the historical turmoil of the labor movement, informed his portrayal of the struggles faced by both employers and employees in 'ÄúStrife.'Äù Galsworthy'Äôs works often reflect his advocacy for reform, marrying literary artistry with urgent social critique. Readers seeking a compelling examination of class conflict and human dignity through the lens of theater will find "Strife" to be a profound and thought-provoking piece. Its exploration of moral dilemmas speaks to contemporary issues, making Galsworthy'Äôs masterpiece not only relevant but essential for understanding the enduring complexities of social justice narratives.
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In "Three Dramas," Bj√∏rnstjerne Bj√∏rnson explores the nuances of human emotion and societal constraints through a trilogy of plays that deftly examine moral dilemmas and the complexities of personal choice. Each drama employs a rich tapestry of dialogue and character-driven narratives, employing realism to peel back the layers of social convention. The works reflect Bj√∏rnson's engagement with contemporary issues, delving into themes of love, sacrifice, and the struggle for freedom, mirroring the transformative nature of 19th-century Norwegian society. Bj√∏rnson, a pivotal figure in Norwegian literature and a champion of national identity, drew upon his experiences and the cultural zeitgeist of his time to craft these poignant dramas. His passion for social justice and his involvement in the Norwegian nationalist movement deeply influenced his writing. As a close contemporaneous friend of fellow playwright Henrik Ibsen, Bj√∏rnson's works serve as an intriguing counterpart to the existential explorations prevalent in Ibsen's oeuvre, offering a unique perspective on the human condition. "Three Dramas" is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound exploration of ethical quandaries within a historical context. Bj√∏rnson'Äôs ability to evoke empathy and provoke thought through his vividly drawn characters makes this collection a critical addition to any understanding of Scandinavian literature and the human experience.
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In "The Death of Balder," Johannes Ewald intricately weaves a tapestry of Norse mythology, drama, and existential reflection. The play captures the tragic fate of Balder, the beloved god whose untimely death heralds the onset of Ragnarok, echoing themes of fate, love, and loss. Ewald's literary style is marked by lyrical language and a profound emotional depth, reminiscent of the Romantic period in which he wrote. The work not only revives ancient narratives but also resonates with contemporary issues of mortality and divine justice, positioning it within a broader literary context that grapples with the inevitability of death and the quest for meaning. Ewald, a prominent figure in Danish literature, was deeply influenced by the Romantic movement, which sought to explore the emotional undercurrents of human experiences. His interest in mythology and folklore, combined with his personal struggles, fueled his desire to reinterpret these ancient stories, bringing them to the forefront of 18th-century literature. This play stands as a testament to his belief in the transformative power of myth and its relevance to the human condition. "The Death of Balder" is a must-read for anyone interested in the interplay of mythology and humanity. Ewald's masterful storytelling elevates the poignant narrative, inviting readers to reflect on their own mortality and the universal quest for meaning in the face of tragedy. This work not only enriches our understanding of Norse legends but also provides a mirror to our own existential dilemmas.
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In "Woodcock's Little Game," John Maddison Morton crafts a narrative that deftly interweaves elements of farce and realism, drawing readers into a vibrant tableau of Victorian society. The play showcases Morton's signature wit and observational humor, reflecting the complexities of relationships and the subtleties of social norms prevalent during the time. With its intricate plot and engaging dialogue, the work serves as both entertainment and a critique of societal expectations, embodying the literary context of 19th-century English theatre where comedy often provided a lens for reflecting deeper truths. John Maddison Morton, a prominent figure in Victorian playwriting, was known for his sharp comedic style and insightful commentary on social mores. His experiences in the theatre and a keen understanding of human nature significantly influenced his literary output. Morton'Äôs engagement with the theatrical scene and his background'Äîas a lawyer and an avid observer of social dynamics'Äîshaped his ability to depict the absurdities of life, inviting audiences to laugh while simultaneously reflecting on their own circumstances. I highly recommend "Woodcock's Little Game" to enthusiasts of classic theatre and comedy. This play offers a delightful exploration of the intricacies of human relationships, making it a must-read for anyone interested in the rich tapestry of Victorian literature. Morton's clever writing and sharp insights render this work an enduring piece that remains relevant and entertaining today.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


When We Dead Awaken



Ibsen, Henrik

4057664188199

139

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "When We Dead Awaken," Henrik Ibsen explores the intricate relationship between art, identity, and the human condition through the lens of a reflective and symbolic narrative. This late-career play is characterized by Ibsen's hallmark realism intertwined with existential themes, showcasing the struggles of the protagonist, an aging artist named Rubek, who grapples with his past and purpose in life. Ibsen's nuanced dialogue and evocative imagery invite readers to ponder the nature of authenticity and the artistic vocation, presenting a poignant critique of societal expectations and personal fulfillment amid the backdrop of a seemingly idyllic retreat. Henrik Ibsen, often heralded as the father of modern drama, revolutionized theatrical narratives by embedding deep psychological insight within his characters. Having witnessed the restrictive societal norms of 19th-century Norway, Ibsen's own frustrations with artistic expression and personal freedom profoundly influenced his later works. "When We Dead Awaken" serves as a culmination of these themes, intricately connecting the author'Äôs personal struggles to universal questions regarding life, love, and existential despair. This compelling play is recommended for readers interested in the undercurrents of artistic struggle and the philosophical inquiries that define human existence. Ibsen'Äôs profound explorations of identity and the significance of self-discovery render this work essential for anyone seeking to understand the interplay between art and life in the context of modern existential thought.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

John Rosmer, of Rosmersholm, an ex-clergyman.

Rebecca West, one of his household, originally engaged as

 companion to the late Mrs. Rosmer.

Kroll, headmaster of the local grammar school, Rosmer's

 brother-in-law.

Ulrik Brendel.

Peter Mortensgaard.

Mrs. Helseth, Rosmer's housekeeper.


(The action takes place at Rosmersholm, an old manor-house in the neighbourhood of a small town on a fjord in western Norway.)
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(SCENE—The sitting-room at Rosmersholm; a spacious room, comfortably furnished in old-fashioned style. In the foreground, against the right-hand wall, is a stove decorated with sprigs of fresh birch and wild flowers. Farther back, a door. In the back wall folding doors leading into the entrance hall. In the left-hand wall a window, in front of which is a stand filled with flowers and plants. Near the stove stand a table, a couch and an easy-chair. The walls are hung round with portraits, dating from various periods, of clergymen, military officers and other officials in uniform. The window is open, and so are the doors into the lobby and the outer door. Through the latter is seen an avenue of old trees leading to a courtyard. It is a summer evening, after sunset. REBECCA WEST is sitting by the window crocheting a large white woollen shawl, which is nearly completed. From time to time she peeps out of window through the flowers. MRS. HELSETH comes in from the right.)

Mrs. Helseth. Hadn't I better begin and lay the table for supper, miss?

Rebecca. Yes, do. Mr. Rosmer ought to be in directly.

Mrs. Helseth. Isn't there a draught where you are sitting, miss?

Rebecca. There is a little. Will you shut up, please? (MRS. HELSETH goes to the hall door and shuts it. Then she goes to the window, to shut it, and looks out.)

Mrs. Helseth. Isn't that Mr. Rosmer coming there?

Rebecca. Where? (Gets up.) Yes, it is he. (Stands behind the window-curtain.) Stand on one side. Don't let him catch sight of us.

Mrs. Helseth (stepping back). Look, miss—he is beginning to use the mill path again.

Rebecca. He came by the mill path the day before yesterday too. (Peeps out between the curtain and the window-frame). Now we shall see whether—

Mrs. Helseth. Is he going over the wooden bridge?

Rebecca. That is just what I want to see. (After a moment.) No. He has turned aside. He is coming the other way round to-day too. (Comes away from the window.) It is a long way round.

Mrs. Helseth. Yes, of course. One can well understand his shrinking from going over that bridge. The spot where such a thing has happened is—

Rebecca (folding up her work). They cling to their dead a long time at Rosmersholm.

Mrs. Helseth. If you ask me, miss, I should say it is the dead that cling to Rosmersholm a long time.

Rebecca (looking at her). The dead?

Mrs. Helseth. Yes, one might almost say that they don't seem to be able to tear themselves away from those they have left behind.

Rebecca. What puts that idea into your head?

Mrs. Helseth. Well, otherwise I know the White Horses would not be seen here.

Rebecca. Tell me, Mrs. Helseth—what is this superstition about the White Horses?

Mrs. Helseth. Oh, it is not worth talking about. I am sure you don't believe in such things, either.
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