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      “We are created for stories. We read stories, tell stories, watch stories, and live in stories. Yet we instinctively know and long for our stories to fit into something bigger, more meaningful, and more comprehensive. As we read Scripture, we can see how that longing might be fulfilled, but we don’t always know how to connect our own stories to the great story of redemption that culminates with Christ. This is why I’m so thankful for David Murray’s StoryChanger series. These short devotionals are wonderful guides for connecting our stories with God’s larger story and helping us call others into God’s great story. I gladly recommend their use in personal, family, and group prayer and devotional settings.”

      Chris Bruno, Global Partner for Hawaii and the Pacific Islands, Training Leaders International; author, The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses

      “David Murray’s new StoryChanger Devotional series is exactly what Christians are craving right now. These daily devotionals are accessible both in their content and brevity. In just a few minutes each day, readers will find comfort in the truth of the gospel and challenges in following the way of Jesus. Just because the devotionals are short doesn’t mean that they won’t pack a life-changing punch. This series will introduce you to the Bible in the ways that you want and provoke you in the ways that you need.”

      Adam Griffin, coauthor, Family Discipleship; Host, The Family Discipleship Podcast; Pastor, Eastside Community Church, Dallas, Texas

      “If you struggle to connect the truths of Scripture to your daily life, this book will help you mine Philippians and Colossians for rich theological truth and show you how to put what you’ve learned into action. David Murray’s StoryChanger devotionals are immensely practical and encouraging!”

      Glenna Marshall, author, The Promise Is His Presence and Everyday Faithfulness
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      Introduction to the StoryChanger Devotionals

      Do you want to know the Bible’s Story better, but don’t know how? Do you want to change your story, but don’t know how? Do you want to share the Bible’s Story and the way it has changed your story, but don’t know how? The StoryChanger Devotional series is the answer to this triple how.

      How can I know the Bible better? At different points in my Christian life, I’ve tried to use various helps to go deeper in personal Bible study, but I found commentaries were too long and technical, whereas study Bibles were too brief and not practical.

      How can I change my life for the better? I knew the Bible’s Story was meant to change my story but couldn’t figure out how to connect God’s Story with my story in a transformative way. I was stuck, static, and frustrated at my lack of change, growth, and progress.

      How can I share God’s Story better? I’ve often been embarrassed by how slow and ineffective I am at sharing God’s Story one-on-one. I know God’s Story relates to other people’s stories and that God’s Story can change others’ stories for the better, but I’m reluctant to seek out opportunities and hesitant when they arise.

      So how about a series of books that teach us the Bible’s Story in a way that helps to change our story and equips us to tell the Story to others? Or, to put it another way, how about books that teach us God’s Story in a way that changes ours and others’ stories?

      After writing The StoryChanger: How God Rewrites Our Story by Inviting Us into His as an introduction to Jesus as the transformer of our stories, I thought, “Okay, what now? That’s the theory, what about the practice? That’s the introduction, but what about the next chapters? Jesus is the StoryChanger, but how can his Story change my story in practical ways on a daily basis? And how do I share his life-changing Story with others?”

      I looked for daily devotionals that would take me through books of the Bible in a way that explained God’s Story, changed my story, and equipped me to tell God’s Story to others in a life-changing way. When I couldn’t find any resources that had all three elements, I thought, “I’ll write some devotionals for myself to help me know God’s Story, change my story, and tell the story to others.”

      A few weeks later COVID hit, and I decided to start sharing these devotionals with the congregation I was serving at the time. I wanted to keep them connected with God and one another through that painful period of prolonged isolation from church and from one another.

      I found that, like myself, people seemed to be hungry for daily devotionals that were more than emotional. They enjoyed daily devotionals that were educational, transformational, and missional. We worked our way verse-by-verse through books of the Bible with a focus on brevity, simplicity, clarity, practicality, and shareability. The StoryChanger started changing our stories with his Story, turning us into storytellers and therefore storychangers too.

      Although these devotionals will take only about five minutes a day, I’m not promising you quick fixes. No, the StoryChanger usually changes our stories little by little. But over months and years of exposure to the StoryChanger’s Story, he rewrites our story, and, through us, rewrites others’ stories too.

      To encourage you, I invite you to join the StoryChangers community at www.thestorychanger.life. There you can sign up for the weekly StoryChangers newsletter and subscribe to the StoryChangers podcast. Let’s build a community of storychangers, committed Christians who dedicate themselves to knowing God’s Story better, being changed by God’s Story for the better, and sharing God’s Story better. We’ll meet the StoryChanger, have our stories changed, and become storychangers. I look forward to meeting you there and together changing stories with God’s Story.1

    

    
      
        1  Some of this content originally appeared on the Living the Bible podcast, which has since been replaced by The StoryChanger podcast, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-storychanger/id1581826891.

      

    

  
    
      Introduction to Philippians and Colossians: Stories of Joy and Identity

      How can I be happy? is perhaps the most common question in the world. A Google search for the answer produces countless results. But there’s only one right answer, and it’s found in Paul’s letter to the Philippians, often called the epistle of joy.

      The answer is certainly not found in our circumstances, as Paul writes about joy from a prison cell. The answer is not found in seeking happiness, as Paul insists it’s possible only as a by-product of seeking something (or someone) higher than happiness. The answer is not found in hedonism, as Paul calls the Philippians to ethical purity. Neither is it found in emotionalism, as Paul prioritizes facts over feelings, the mind of Christ over shallow pleasures. Paul’s letter to the Philippians tells stories of Christian happiness through Christ-centeredness and Christlikeness. May the Storychanger’s joy-full stories change our sad stories and make us joy-filled storytellers so that we become storychangers too.

      Who am I? is another common question in the world. How we view our basic identities, the way we think about ourselves, impacts everything in our lives: our self-image, our health, our spirituality, our ethics, our roles and relationships, our careers, and our view of the past, present, and future. Answer it right, and we flourish. Answer it wrong, and we wither.

      The Colossians were answering it wrong because false teachers called Gnostics (literally, “Knowers” or “Know-It-Alls”) had infiltrated the infant church and were in the process of stealing the Colossians’ God-given identity as complete in Christ. The Gnostic message was “Christ is not enough, therefore you are not enough. You need to add special knowledge through special practices and experiences to be special to God.”

      Sensing the Colossians’ mortal danger of having their God-given identities stolen, Paul reminds the Colossians that Christ is enough, therefore they are enough in Christ; Christ is complete, therefore they are complete in Christ; Christ is special to God, therefore they are special in Christ.

      The Colossians were in danger of suffering identity theft, and we’re in even greater danger, as multiple identity thieves encircle us: Hollywood, social media, peers, schools, politicians, Satan, and more conspire to tell us various versions of the same story: “Christ is not enough, therefore you are not enough.” Let’s use God’s Story to delete these stories and change our story with God’s Story. May these stories of identity change our identity stories and make us storytellers so that we become storychangers too.
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      We love others by getting God’s love to others.
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      Love Language

      Philippians 1:1–3

      “How do I tell her I love her?” That question dominated my life about two to three months after I started dating Shona (now my wife of thirty years). Despite glacier-slow beginnings, it didn’t take long for me to realize that I did love her and wanted to marry her.

      But she didn’t know that. I’d been so scared about scaring her off that I hadn’t even held her hand yet. And soon she would return to her parents’ house in the distant Scottish Highlands for the two-month university break. I racked my brains about the best way to say I love you.

      The morning she was to leave, I read Philippians 1:3 in my devotions: “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.” “That’s it!” I thought. Not too strong, not too vague. I grabbed a ninety-nine-cent card from the store, wrote the verse, and handed it to her as she boarded the bus. I went back home and anxiously wondered whether I’d picked the right verse. Here’s what I found in Philippians 1:1–3.

      I Want the Best for You 1:1–2

      Paul’s opening words to the Philippians were, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2). If love is wanting the very best for people, then Paul couldn’t have expressed his love better. Is there anything greater we could wish for someone than the grace of God? Whenever Paul thought of others, his next thought was, “How can I get God’s grace to them?” There is no greater way to love others than to pray God’s grace toward them and therefore also God’s peace.

      We love others by getting God’s love to others.

      How else did Paul express his love for the Philippians?

      I Thank God for You 1:3

      Paul loved the Philippians not only by sending God’s love to them but also by sending his love to them. He’d shown them God’s heart for them, but Paul also wanted to show his own heart for them. How could he do that when he was in prison many miles away from First Church of Philippi?

      He invited them to peek inside his mind and see how he thought about them. “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you” (1:3). He kept them beside him by recalling all his memories of them. As he thought about them, his heart flamed with gratitude to God for them. Paul wasn’t afraid or embarrassed to bear his heart in vulnerable expressions of his love for the Philippians (as 1:4–11 also reveals).

      When God’s grace comes to us, our gratitude goes to him.

      
      Changing Our Story with God’s Story

      So did my card work? We had no cell phones then, so hours of second-guessing followed. Was it too forward? Or was it too backward? Was she crying on the bus, thinking, “Oh no, this guy loves me”? Or was she crying on the bus, thinking, “I have no idea if this guy loves me.” He loves me. He loves me not.

      Finally my phone rang. “David, thank you so much for the card. That meant the world to me.” I let out a huge sigh of relief. After that phone call, I felt pretty sure I had secured her for that two-month separation. But I resolved that when she came back, I’d pick up the pace, take some risks, somehow hold her hand, and even tell her straight: “I love you!”

      Summary: “What’s the best way to say ‘I love you’?” Express love by joyfully communicating the grace of God and gratitude to God.

      Question: How will you love like this in your community?

      Prayer: God of Grace and Peace, help me to love by giving your grace, so that you will be loved with peaceful and grateful hearts.
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      Gospel Partnership

      Philippians 1:4–5

      How do I thank God when I have nothing to thank God for? Sometimes we feel like that, don’t we? God takes away our loved ones, God takes away our health, God takes away our joy. What’s left to thank God for?

      The apostle Paul helps us answer this question in Philippians 1:4–6. He was in prison for his faith, and God had taken away his friends and family, his ministry, his comfort, and his freedom. If anyone had reason to be grouchy, it was Paul. Yet he opens his letter with joyful gratitude (1:3–4).

      How does he thank God for something when he’s got nothing to thank God for? He finds gratitude gas in the tank of gospel partnership (1:5) and gospel perseverance (1:6). We’ll consider gospel partnership in this devotional and gospel perseverance in the next.

      We Were Partners in the Gospel 1:5

      Paul stirs up joyful gratitude by looking back at their “partnership in the gospel from the first day” (1:5). From the first day Paul and the Philippians had met, they had been united in joyful gospel service and labor. Their heads, hearts, and hands had been aligned and allied in the great cause of spreading the gospel. Competition and division were unknown among them as they worked in perfect harmony from day one. All their energies had been devoted and harnessed to evangelism of the lost, a reminder of better days for the now divided Philippians.

      They had prayed together, witnessed together, wept together, rejoiced together, fellowshiped together, eaten and drunk together, served together, and worshiped together. The gospel had bonded them in an unforgettable way. Their spiritual partnership had been spiritually productive.

      Gospel partnership is gospel productivity.

      How long did that partnership last?

      We Still Are Partners in the Gospel 1:5

      Even though prison bars now separated them, their gospel partnership continued, Paul in prison and the Philippians in Philippi. He wanted them to feel spiritually connected and united to him even though they were spiritually divided and distant from him. Whatever had happened in the intervening years, Paul assured them that their gospel partnership was enduring. They were still united in gospel cooperation, not only on the first day but “until now” (1:5). For that he remains grateful to God and wants to stir up similar gratitude in them.

      Gospel partnership superglues gospel friendship.

      
      Changing Our Story with God’s Story

      Not long after I was converted to Christ in my early twenties, a friend and I started going into homeless men’s shelters in Glasgow to share the gospel. I remember, as if it were yesterday, the times of fear-filled prayer we had in the car before going in, and also afterward when we had “survived” and even been blessed in conversations with the men.

      Even though I’ve seen that friend only a few times in the last twenty years, we have a special bond that brings joy every time I think of him. Sharing the gospel together superglued our hearts together in an unforgettable way.

      Recently, I met that friend again, and we spent the whole happy time reliving those nights among the homeless men. We felt so much love for one another and gratitude to God through gospel partnership. We were refueled by remembering our gospel partnership.

      Summary: How do we thank God when we’ve got nothing to thank God for? Revive joyful memories of gospel partnership in the distant past to grow gospel gratitude in the painful present.

      Question: Take some time today to think about or even write about your first mission trip or the first time you partnered with someone in the gospel. How do those experiences affect you now?

      Prayer: Heavenly Partner, I am grateful for gospel partnership with you and with my fellow believers. Use gospel partnerships for gospel productivity.
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