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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Fear the Walking Dead is an American post-apocalyptic horror drama television series created by Robert Kirkman and Dave Erickson, that premiered on AMC on August 23, 2015. It is a companion series and prequel to The Walking Dead, which is based on the comic book series of the same name by Robert Kirkman, Tony Moore, and Charlie Adlard. The first season consists of six episodes. The second season, comprising 15 episodes, premiered on April 10, 2016. On April 15, 2016, AMC announced the series had been renewed for a 16-episode third season, which premiered on June 4, 2017. In April 2017, AMC renewed the series for a fourth season and announced that Andrew Chambliss and Ian Goldberg would replace the departing Dave Erickson as showrunners. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 227 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The 100 (pronounced The Hundred ) is an American post-apocalyptic science fiction drama television series that premiered on March 19, 2014, on The CW. The series, developed by Jason Rothenberg, is loosely based on a 2013 book of the same name, the first in a series by Kass Morgan. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 202 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. DC's Legends of Tomorrow, or simply Legends of Tomorrow, is an American superhero action-adventure television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, and Phil Klemmer, who are also executive producers along with Sarah Schechter and Chris Fedak; Klemmer and Fedak serve as showrunners. The series, based on the characters of DC Comics, airs on The CW and is a spin-off from Arrow and The Flash, existing in the same fictional universe. The first season premiered on January 21, 2016, with the second debuting on October 13, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a third season, which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 389 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Orange Is the New Black (sometimes abbreviated to OITNB) is an American comedy-drama web television series. The series, was created by Jenji Kohan and is produced by Tilted Productions in association with Lionsgate Television. It is based on Piper Kerman's memoir, Orange Is the New Black: My Year in a Women's Prison (2010), about her experiences at FCI Danbury, a minimum-security federal prison. Orange Is the New Black is streamed on Netflix, and premiered on July 11, 2013. In February 2016, the series was renewed for a fifth, sixth, and seventh season. The fifth season was released on June 9, 2017. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 504 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Crescenzo Notarile This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 423 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Quantico (TV series)






Quantico is an American drama thriller series that premiered on ABC on September 27, 2015. The series was created by Joshua Safran and was produced by ABC Studios. Mark Gordon[image: External link] and Safran serve as executive producers.

Priyanka Chopra stars as Alex Parrish, a bright FBI recruit, who after graduating from the FBI Academy, joins the agency and later becomes a prime suspect of a terrorist attack on Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. The cast includes Priyanka Chopra, Jake McLaughlin, Yasmine Al Massri, Johanna Braddy, Tate Ellington, Graham Rogers, Anabelle Acosta as her fellow recruits, and Josh Hopkins and Aunjanue Ellis as their trainers at the FBI academy, Quantico, Virginia. In season two, Russell Tovey, Pearl Thusi, and Blair Underwood were added to the main cast following the CIA plot elements.

On May 15, 2017, ABC renewed the series for a third season, which is set to consist of 13 episodes. As part of the renewal process, it was revealed that Joshua Safran will exit from his role as the primary showrunner of the show.
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 Overview




See also: List of Quantico episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 27, 2015
	May 15, 2016
	55
	8.05[1]



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 25, 2016
	May 15, 2017
	99
	4.53[2]
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 Season 1




Main article: Quantico (season 1)


Alex Parrish, a promising FBI recruit, becomes a prime suspect following a terrorist attack on Grand Central Terminal[image: External link]. Alex is then taken into custody, where she finds out that she had been charged with the terrorist attack on Grand Central. Her initial escape is orchestrated by Deputy Director Miranda Shaw, her primary instructor at Quantico, who refuses to believe that she is guilty. Flashbacks show her and fellow agents training at the Quantico Academy. Alex met Ryan Booth on her way to the Academy. Ryan was later revealed to have been ordered by Liam O'Connor, a former partner/friend of Alex's father, to spy on Alex. While living at the Academy, she learned of her father's double-agent identity. She became friends with Shelby Wyatt and other recruits.

Alex is able to prove her innocence in the Grand Central Terminal bombing with the help of her classmates at Quantico and discovers that the bomber is former FBI analyst-trainee Elias Harper who had planted the bomb under the instructions of a mastermind terrorist. Having cleared her name in a congressional hearing, Alex is reinstated as an FBI agent and assigned to the field office in New York, specifically the operations section and now strives to uncover the true mastermind behind the bombings, as the 2016 Presidential election looms ever closer.

Liam is eventually revealed to be the person responsible for the bombings and is killed by both Alex and Ryan. Alex is fired from the FBI as a result of the events of the bombing and the subsequent publicity. Two months later, Alex is approached by the CIA director[image: External link] Matthew Keyes, who offers her a position at the organization.
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 Season 2




Main article: Quantico (season 2)


Even after clearing her name, saving millions of lives, and discovering the mastermind behind the Grand Central bombing, Alex has been fired from the FBI, or so it appears. It is later revealed that she is working undercover for the FBI along with Ryan at "The Farm" as a CIA recruit. Their mission is to uncover the mastermind behind the rogue faction of the CIA called the AIC. In the future, the President of the United States, the First Lady of the United States, and several other world leaders are being held hostage at the G-20 summit in New York[image: External link] by a group of terrorists called the Citizens Liberation Front. The real aim of the group is to get to the surveillance drives that all the world leaders brought with them before the AIC does who are hiding among the hostages. Two weeks after the end of the hostage crisis, President Claire Haas and CIA director Matthew Keyes put forth a covert joint task force between the FBI and CIA. The mission of the task force is to expose a syndicate of eight Collaborators that were secretly involved in orchestrating the hostage crisis. As a result of Lydia Hall's actions during the crisis, the Collaborators have access to the sensitive intelligence that is necessary for their goal in gaining control within certain areas of government influence. Alex is hired to be a member of the task force along with Ryan Booth, Nimah Amin, Shelby Wyatt and Dayana Mampasi. The leader of the group is Clay Haas, a renowned political advisory strategist. Prior to the formation of the task-force, Alex is re-instated to work again as an FBI agent.

The team members were assigned missions to unveil the identities of the Collaborators. However, they fail to achieve their goal as the media reported on the unsanctioned activities of the task force. Following the publicized accounts of the task force in the broadcast media, The Speaker of the House, Henry Roarke took the opportunity to criticize Claire's presidency and called for her impeachment. After Claire Haas resigned from her presidency as a result of the scandal surrounding her role in forming the task force, it is revealed that Roarke succeeded in being appointed as the President of the United States. Shortly after his inauguration, he requests for a new Constitutional Convention, in order to rewrite the United States Constitution. In the days leading to the Constitutional Convention, Alex and the rest of the task force try to stop Roarke from getting the votes needed to allow the Convention to occur. Resorting to a final strategy at the convention in Philadelphia, Alex publicly broadcasts Roarke's recordings with the Federal Security Service and emails the evidence to the ACLU and other rights organizations, before having Miranda fake her death by shooting her at the event. Roarke, not willing to face the press or the police, commits suicide. Due to Alex committing treason by releasing classified U.S intelligence to the public at the Constitutional Convention, she is branded as a fugitive of the United States. Owen mentions to Alex in the car that she needs to maintain her cover so as to evade capture from domestic and international law enforcement agencies as a result of being issued an INTERPOL Red Notice for her arrest. Along with Ryan, she leaves the country on a plane to an unknown international destination.
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 Cast and characters




Main article: List of Quantico characters



	
Priyanka Chopra as Alexandra "Alex" Parrish, a promising FBI agent who becomes a prime suspect of the Grand Central bombing case.

	
Josh Hopkins as Liam O'Connor, a seasoned FBI agent who was demoted to work at the FBI academy as a teacher (season 1).

	
Jake McLaughlin as Ryan Booth, an undercover FBI agent who was tasked to surveil Alex.

	
Aunjanue Ellis as Miranda Shaw, Assistant Director of the FBI Academy at Quantico.

	
Graham Rogers as Caleb Haas (season 1; recurring, season 2).

	
Yasmine Al Massri as Nimah and Raina Amin, twins recruited by Miranda into the FBI.

	
Johanna Braddy as Shelby Wyatt, Alex's best friend and fellow FBI Agent.

	
Tate Ellington as Simon Asher (season 1).

	
Anabelle Acosta as Natalie Vasquez, Alex's former rival in academy (season 1).

	
Russell Tovey as Harry Doyle (season 2).

	
Pearl Thusi as Dayana Mampasi (season 2).

	
Blair Underwood as Owen Hall (season 2).
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 Production
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 Development




On September 17, 2014, ABC announced the network had bought the original concept for the drama series written by Joshua Safran and produced by Mark Gordon[image: External link] Company, described as Grey's Anatomy meets Homeland[image: External link].[3] ABC ordered the pilot on January 23, 2015 for the 2015–16 television season.[4] The pilot episode was filmed in Atlanta and directed by Marc Munden.[5] On May 7, 2015, ABC picked up the pilot to series with an order of 13 episodes.[6] ABC picked up the show for a full season on October 13, 2015, with an additional six episodes, increasing the episode count to 19 and in November to 22 episodes.[7][8] On March 3, 2016, ABC announced that Quantico had been renewed for a second season, which premiered on September 25, 2016.[9][10][11]

On May 15, 2017, ABC renewed the series for a third season, which is set to consist of 13 episodes.[12] As part of the renewal process, it was revealed that Joshua Safran will exit from his role as the primary showrunner of the show.[13]
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 Filming




The pilot episode was filmed in Atlanta, with the series moving to film episodes after the pilot to Quebec, specifically the Montreal[image: External link] area in late summer 2015, using settings within downtown Montreal and Sherbrooke to stand in for New York and Quantico, respectively.[14] Multiple scenes of the Quantico Academy were taken at the campus of the Université de Sherbrooke.[15] Production of the first 13 episodes began on July 20, 2015 and ended on December 17, 2015.[14] Production on season one continued in Montreal[image: External link] through to the season finale. On April 22, 2016, The New York Times reported that the production of the show would be moving to New York City[image: External link] for the second season. Show-creator Joshua Safran said that the reason for the move was because "Season 2 is going to be very much more a New York story."[16] Filming for the second season started on July 13, 2016, confirmed by Priyanka Chopra.[10][17]
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 Casting




Casting advertisements began in February 2015. Tate Ellington was the first actor, cast as an FBI trainee on February 9, 2015.[18] On February 9, Graham Rogers joined the series as another FBI trainee.[19] On February 25, it was announced that Aunjanue Ellis would play the leading role of Miranda Shaw, the assistant director of the training academy; Ellis was cast in this role following the success of ABC's How to Get Away with Murder, which also features an African American lead.[20][21] Later, it was announced that Dougray Scott, initially cast as Ellis' character's former partner, had been re-cast as her subordinate.[22] On February 25, Indian actress Priyanka Chopra landed the role of FBI trainee Alex Parrish, the series' young female lead.[23] On March 3, it was announced that Jake McLaughlin would play Alex Parrish's love interest, while Johanna Braddy and Yasmine Al Massri were cast in the final co-starring roles.[24]

After picking up the pilot, ABC began making casting changes. On May 19, 2015, it was announced that Dougray Scott, who played FBI Special Agent Liam O'Connor, had left the show and the role would be recast;[25] Josh Hopkins replaced him in that role on July 17, 2015.[26] On July 15, 2015, it was announced that Anabelle Acosta was cast for a multi-episode arc as a Quantico recruit and former cop.[27][28] On July 20, 2015, Rick Cosnett signed on to play a recurring role as a gay former defense attorney and analyst recruit.[29]

On September 4, 2015, it was announced that Acosta had been promoted to series regular.[30] On September 11, 2015, Jacob Artist was cast in the recurring role of a friendly and confident FBI Agent in Training, who is a former quarterback from a wealthy, prominent family.[31] It was announced on November 6, 2015, that Marcia Cross was cast as Claire Haas, Caleb's mother and wife of FBI Deputy Director Clayton Haas, who is a high-ranking senator and now Vice Presidential candidate.[8] It was also announced in November 2015 that three people were cast for recurring characters, Jay Armstrong Johnson, Lenny Platt, and Li Jun Li, to be added after the first season's midseason break.[32]

For the second season, the show added several series regulars, including Russell Tovey as Harry Doyle, Blair Underwood as CIA officer Owen Hall and Pearl Thusi as Dayana Mampasi.[33][34][35] Aarón Díaz[image: External link] was announced to have joined the show for the second season in a recurring role as photojournalist León Velez.[36] Díaz was later upgraded as a series regular for the second season of Quantico.[37] On July 19, 2016, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Tracy Ifeachor[image: External link] and David Lim were added as recurring cast, and would be playing Lydia Hall and Sebastian Chen, respectively.[38] Showrunner Joshua Safran revealed in an interview after the first-season finale, that the producers were in discussion of getting Revenge-alum Henry Czerny in the second season as the character he played in the finale is important for the story in season 2.[39] Deadline reported on July 28, 2016, that Czerny had been added as a major recurring role as Matthew Keyes.[40] On January 12, 2017, it was announced that Hunter Parrish was cast in the recurring role of Clay Haas in the second season of Quantico.[41] On March 13, 2017, it was announced that Krysta Rodriguez was cast in the recurring role of Maxine Griffin in the second season of Quantico.[42] On March 20, 2017, it was announced that Graham Rogers would reprise his role as Caleb Haas in the second season of Quantico.[43]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Quantico has received positive reviews from television critics. The review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports an 82% approval rating with an average rating of 6.6/10 based on 54 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "Obvious copycatting aside, Quantico provides ludicrously entertaining thrills from a well-balanced cast."[44] On Metacritic, the series holds a score of 70 out of 100 based on 25 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[45]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot (ET)
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Sunday 10:00 p.m.
	22
	September 27, 2015
	7.14[46]
	May 15, 2016
	3.78[47]
	2015–16
	55
	8.05[48]



	2
	Sunday 10:00 p.m. (1–8)

Monday 10:00 p.m. (9–22)
	22
	September 25, 2016
	3.64[49]
	May 15, 2017
	2.72[50]
	2016–17
	99
	4.53[2]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Actress in a New TV Series
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[51]



	Favorite New TV Drama
	Quantico
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice TV : Breakout Star
	Priyanka Chopra
	Nominated
	[52]



	Choice Breakout Series
	Quantico
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Dramatic TV Actress
	Priyanka Chopra
	Won
	[53]



	Favorite Network TV Drama
	Quantico
	Nominated
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 Broadcast and distribution




Quantico was initially scheduled to air Tuesdays at 10:00 pm, but was moved to Sundays at 10:00 pm, due to Of Kings and Prophets (which was canceled after two late winter airings in that timeslot) being retooled.[54][55] The show premiered on ABC on Sunday September 27, 2015.[56] The episodes are approximately forty-three minutes, and are broadcast in both high-definition and standard. In India, the series premiered on October 3, 2015[57] on Star World Premiere. In Australia, the series premiered on the Seven Network on October 11, 2015.[58] The series was acquired by Alibi in the UK.[59] In South Africa, the series was acquired by pay-tv[image: External link] broadcaster DStv and airs on its Vuzu Amp channel a day after its US airing.

The series' episodes are also available for download at the iTunes Store in standard and high-definition version, and Amazon Video. ABC video on demand also releases recent episodes of the show for temporary viewing. Recent episodes (Season 1) were on Hulu, and are now (Season 2) available at ABC's official Quantico website and on Xfinity. On August 23, 2016, the first season became available to stream instantly on Netflix in various countries.[60]
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Thriller (genre)






Thriller is a broad genre[image: External link] of literature, film and television, having numerous subgenres. Thrillers are characterized and defined by the moods[image: External link] they elicit, giving viewers heightened feelings of suspense[image: External link], excitement[image: External link], surprise[image: External link], anticipation[image: External link] and anxiety[image: External link].[1] Successful examples of thrillers are the films of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link].[2]

Thrillers generally keep the audience on the "edge of their seats" as the plot builds towards a climax[image: External link]. The cover-up[image: External link] of important information is a common element.[3] Literary devices[image: External link] such as red herrings[image: External link], plot twists[image: External link], and cliffhangers[image: External link] are used extensively. A thriller is usually a villain-driven plot, whereby he or she presents obstacles that the protagonist[image: External link] must overcome.

Homer[image: External link]'s Odyssey[image: External link] is one of the oldest stories in the Western world and is regarded as an early prototype of the thriller.
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Writer Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link], in his lectures at Cornell University[image: External link], said: "In an Anglo-Saxon thriller, the villain is generally punished, and the strong silent man generally wins the weak babbling girl, but there is no governmental law in Western countries to ban a story that does not comply with a fond tradition, so that we always hope that the wicked but romantic fellow will escape scot-free and the good but dull chap will be finally snubbed by the moody heroine."[4]

Thrillers may be defined by the primary mood that they elicit: suspenseful excitement. In short, if it "thrills", it is a thriller. As the introduction to a major anthology explains:



	“
	...Thrillers provide such a rich literary feast. There are all kinds. The legal thriller, spy thriller, action-adventure thriller, medical thriller, police thriller, romantic thriller, historical thriller, political thriller, religious thriller, high-tech thriller, military thriller. The list goes on and on, with new variations constantly being invented. In fact, this openness to expansion is one of the genre's most enduring characteristics. But what gives the variety of thrillers a common ground is the intensity of emotions they create, particularly those of apprehension and exhilaration, of excitement and breathlessness, all designed to generate that all-important thrill. By definition, if a thriller doesn't thrill, it's not doing its job.
	”



	— James Patterson[image: External link], June 2006, "Introduction," Thriller[5]
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Suspense is a crucial characteristic of the thriller genre. It gives the viewer a feeling of pleasurable[image: External link] fascination and excitement mixed with apprehension, anticipation and tension. These develop from unpredictable, mysterious and rousing events during the narrative, which make the viewer or reader think about the outcome of certain actions. Suspense builds in order to make those final moments, no matter how short, the most memorable. The suspense in a story keeps the person hooked to reading or watching more until the climax is reached.

In terms of narrative expectations, it may be contrasted with curiosity and surprise[image: External link]. The objective is to deliver a story with sustained tension, surprise, and a constant sense of impending doom. As described by film director[image: External link] Alfred Hitchcock, an audience experiences suspense when they expect something bad to happen and have (or believe they have) a superior perspective on events in the drama's hierarchy[image: External link] of knowledge, yet they are powerless to intervene to prevent it from happening.

Suspense in thrillers is often intertwined with hope[image: External link] and anxiety, which are treated as two emotions aroused in anticipation of the conclusion - the hope that things will turn out all right for the appropriate characters in the story, and the fear that they may not. The second type of suspense is the "...anticipation wherein we either know or else are fairly certain about what is going to happen but are still aroused in anticipation of its actual occurrence."[6]

According to Greek philosopher[image: External link] Aristotle[image: External link] in his book Poetics[image: External link], suspense is an important building block of literature, and this is an important convention in the thriller genre.[7]
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Common methods and themes in crime[image: External link] and action thrillers are mainly ransoms[image: External link], captivities[image: External link], heists[image: External link], revenge[image: External link], kidnappings[image: External link]. Common in mystery[image: External link] thrillers are investigations[image: External link] and the whodunit[image: External link] technique. Common elements in dramatic[image: External link] and psychological thrillers[image: External link] include plot twists[image: External link], psychology[image: External link], obsession[image: External link] and mind games[image: External link]. Common in horror thrillers are serial killers[image: External link], stalking[image: External link], deathtraps[image: External link] and horror-of-personality[image: External link]. Elements such as fringe theories[image: External link], false accusations[image: External link] and paranoia[image: External link] are common in paranoid thrillers[image: External link]. Threats to entire countries, spies, espionage, conspiracies, assassins[image: External link] and electronic surveillance[image: External link] are common in spy thrillers[image: External link].[8]

Characters may include criminals, stalkers[image: External link], assassins[image: External link], innocent victims (often on the run), menaced women, psychotic[image: External link] individuals, spree killers[image: External link], sociopaths[image: External link], agents[image: External link], terrorists, cops[image: External link] and escaped cons[image: External link], private eyes[image: External link], people involved in twisted relationships, world-weary men and women, psycho-fiends, and more. The themes frequently include terrorism, political conspiracy[image: External link], pursuit, or romantic triangles[image: External link] leading to murder. Plots of thrillers involve characters which come into conflict with each other or with outside forces.[9]

The protagonist of these films is set against a problem[image: External link]. No matter what subgenre a thriller film falls into, it will emphasize the danger that the protagonist faces. The protagonists are frequently ordinary citizens unaccustomed to danger, although commonly in crime and action thrillers, they may also be "hard men" accustomed to danger such as police officers and detectives. While protagonists of thrillers have traditionally been men, women lead characters are increasingly common.[10] In psychological thrillers, the protagonists are reliant on their mental[image: External link] resources, whether it be by battling wits with the antagonist or by battling for equilibrium in the character's own mind. The suspense often comes from two or more characters preying upon one another's minds, either by playing deceptive games with the other or by merely trying to demolish the other's mental state.[10]
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An atmosphere of menace and sudden violence, such as crime and murder, characterize thrillers. The tension usually arises when the character(s) is placed in a dangerous situation, or a trap from which escaping seems impossible. Life is threatened, usually because the principal character is unsuspectingly or unknowingly involved in a dangerous or potentially deadly situation.[11]

Hitchcock's films often placed an innocent[image: External link] victim (an average, responsible person) into a strange, life-threatening or terrorizing situation, in a case of mistaken identity[image: External link] or wrongful accusation.[12]

Thrillers take place mostly in ordinary suburbs and cities, although sometimes they may take place wholly or partly in exotic settings such as foreign cities, deserts[image: External link], polar[image: External link] regions, or the high seas[image: External link]. These usually tough, resourceful, but essentially ordinary heroes are pitted against villains determined to destroy them, their country, or the stability of the free world[image: External link]. Often in a thriller movie, the protagonist is faced with what seem to be insurmountable problems in his mission, carried out against a ticking clock, the stakes are high and although resourceful, they face personal dilemmas along the way forcing them to make sacrifices for others.
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Ancient epic poems[image: External link] such as the Epic of Gilgamesh[image: External link], Homer's Odyssey[image: External link] and the Mahābhārata[image: External link] use similar narrative techniques as modern thrillers. In the Odyssey, the hero Odysseus makes a perilous voyage home after the Trojan War[image: External link], battling extraordinary hardships in order to be reunited with his wife Penelope[image: External link]. He has to contend with villains such as the Cyclops, a one-eyed giant, and the Sirens[image: External link], whose sweet singing lures sailors to their doom. In most cases, Odysseus uses cunning instead of brute force to overcome his adversaries.

Little Red Riding Hood[image: External link] (1697), an early example of a psycho-stalker story, is a fairy tale[image: External link] about a girl who walks through the woods[image: External link] to deliver food to her sick grandmother. A wolf[image: External link] wants to eat the girl but is afraid to do so in public. He approaches Little Red Riding Hood and she naively tells him where she is going. He suggests the girl pick some flowers, which she does. In the meantime, he goes to the grandmother's house and gains entry by pretending to be the girl. He swallows the grandmother whole (in some stories, he locks her in the closet) and waits for the girl, disguised[image: External link] as the grandma.

The Three Apples[image: External link], a tale in the One Thousand and One Nights[image: External link] (Arabian Nights), is the earliest known murder mystery[image: External link][13] and suspense thriller with multiple plot twists[14] and detective fiction[image: External link] elements.[15] In this tale, a fisherman discovers a heavy locked chest along the Tigris[image: External link] river and he sells it to the Abbasid Caliph[image: External link], Harun al-Rashid[image: External link], who then has the chest broken open only to find inside it the dead body of a young woman who was cut into pieces. Harun orders his vizier[image: External link], Ja'far ibn Yahya[image: External link], to solve the crime and find the murderer within three days. This whodunit[image: External link] mystery may be considered an archetype for detective fiction.[13][16]

The Count of Monte Cristo[image: External link] (1844) is a swashbuckling[image: External link] revenge thriller about a man named Edmond Dantès who is betrayed by his friends and sent to languish in the notorious Château d'If[image: External link]. His only companion is an old man who teaches him everything from philosophy to mathematics to swordplay[image: External link]. Just before the old man dies, he reveals to Dantès the secret location of a great treasure[image: External link]. Shortly after, Dantès engineers a daring escape and uses the treasure to reinvent himself as the Count of Monte Cristo. Thirsting for vengeance[image: External link], he sets out to punish those who destroyed his life.

The Riddle of the Sands[image: External link] (1903) is "the first modern thriller", according to Ken Follett[image: External link], who described it as "an open-air adventure thriller about two young men who stumble upon a German armada preparing to invade England".

Heart of Darkness[image: External link] (1903) is a first-person within a first-person account about a man named Marlow[image: External link] who travels up the Congo River[image: External link] in search of an enigmatic Belgian[image: External link] trader named Kurtz. Layer by layer, the atrocities of the human soul and man's inhumanity to man[image: External link] are peeled away. Marlow finds it increasingly difficult to tell where civilization[image: External link] ends and where barbarism begins. Today this might be described as a psychological thriller.

The Thirty-Nine Steps[image: External link] (1915) is an early thriller by John Buchan[image: External link], in which an innocent man becomes the prime suspect in a murder case and finds himself on the run from both the police and enemy spies.

The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1959) by Richard Condon[image: External link] is a classic of Cold War paranoia[image: External link]. A squad of American soldiers is kidnapped and brainwashed by Communists. False memories are implanted, along with a subconscious trigger that turns them into assassins at a moment's notice. They are soon reintegrated into American society as sleeper agents. One of them, Major Bennett Marco, senses that not all is right, setting him on a collision course with his former comrade Sergeant Raymond Shaw, who has been activated as an assassin.

The Spy Who Came in from the Cold[image: External link] (1963) by John le Carré[image: External link] is set in the world of Cold War[image: External link] espionage and helped to usher in an era of more realistic thriller fiction, based around professional spies and the battle of wits between rival spymasters.

The Bourne Identity[image: External link] (1980) is one of the first thrillers to be written in the modern style that we know today. A man with gunshot[image: External link] wounds is found floating unconscious in the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link]. Brought ashore and nursed back to health, he wakes up with amnesia[image: External link]. Fiercely determined to uncover the secrets of his past, he embarks on a quest that sends him spiraling into a web of violence and deceit. He is astounded to learn that knowledge of hand-to-hand combat, firearms, and trade craft seem to come naturally to him.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television




There have been at least two television series called simply Thriller, one made in the U.S.[image: External link] in the 1960s and one made in the UK[image: External link] in the 1970s. Although in no way linked, both series consisted of one-off dramas, each utilising the familiar motifs[image: External link] of the genre.

24[image: External link] is a fast-paced television series with a premise inspired by the War on Terror[image: External link]. Each season takes place over the course of twenty-four hours, with each episode happening in "real time". Featuring a split-screen technique and a ticking onscreen clock, 24 follows the exploits of federal agent Jack Bauer[image: External link] as he races to foil terrorist threats.

Lost[image: External link], which deals with the survivors of a plane crash, sees the castaways on the island forced to deal with a monstrous being that appears as a cloud of black smoke, a conspiracy of " Others[image: External link]" who have kidnapped or killed their fellow castaways at various points, a shadowy past of the island itself that they are trying to understand, polar bears[image: External link], and the fight against these and other elements as they struggle simply to stay alive and get off of the island.

Prison Break[image: External link] follows Michael Scofield[image: External link], an engineer who has himself incarcerated in a maximum-security prison in order to break out his brother, who is on death row for a crime he did not commit. In the first season Michael must deal with the hazards of prison life, the other inmates and prison staff, and executing his elaborate escape plan, while outside the prison Michael's allies investigate the conspiracy that led to Lincoln being framed. In the second season, Michael, his brother and several other inmates escape the prison and must evade the nationwide manhunt for their re-capture, as well as those who want them dead.
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Drama






"Dramas" and "dramatics" redirect here. For other uses, see Drama (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Drama (film and television)


Drama is the specific mode[image: External link] of fiction[image: External link] represented[image: External link] in performance[image: External link].[1] The term comes from a Greek[image: External link] word meaning " action[image: External link]" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δρᾶμα, drama), which is derived from "I do" (Classical Greek[image: External link]: δράω, drao). The two masks associated with drama represent the traditional generic[image: External link] division between comedy[image: External link] and tragedy[image: External link]. They are symbols of the ancient Greek[image: External link] Muses[image: External link], Thalia[image: External link], and Melpomene[image: External link]. Thalia was the Muse of comedy (the laughing face), while Melpomene was the Muse of tragedy (the weeping face). Considered as a genre of poetry[image: External link] in general, the dramatic mode has been contrasted with the epic[image: External link] and the lyrical[image: External link] modes ever since Aristotle[image: External link]'s Poetics[image: External link] (c. 335 BCE)—the earliest work of dramatic theory[image: External link].[2]

In English (as was the analogous case in many other European languages), the word " play[image: External link]" or "game" (translating the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] plèga or Latin[image: External link] ludus) was the standard term used to describe drama until William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s time—just as its creator was a "play-maker" rather than a "dramatist" and the building was a "play-house" rather than a " theatre[image: External link]."[3] The use of "drama" in a more narrow sense to designate a specific type of play[image: External link] dates from the modern era. "Drama" in this sense refers to a play that is neither a comedy nor a tragedy—for example, Zola's[image: External link] Thérèse Raquin[image: External link] ( 1873[image: External link]) or Chekhov's[image: External link] Ivanov[image: External link] ( 1887[image: External link]). It is this narrower sense that the film[image: External link] and television[image: External link] industries, along with film studies[image: External link], adopted to describe "drama" as a genre[image: External link] within their respective media. "Radio drama[image: External link]" has been used in both senses—originally transmitted in a live performance, it has also been used to describe the more high-brow and serious end of the dramatic output of radio[image: External link].[4]

The enactment of drama in theatre[image: External link], performed by actors[image: External link] on a stage[image: External link] before an audience[image: External link], presupposes collaborative[image: External link] modes of production and a collective[image: External link] form of reception. The structure of dramatic texts[image: External link], unlike other forms of literature[image: External link], is directly influenced by this collaborative production and collective reception.[5] The early modern[image: External link] tragedy[image: External link] Hamlet[image: External link] ( 1601[image: External link]) by Shakespeare and the classical Athenian[image: External link] tragedy Oedipus Rex[image: External link] (c. 429 BCE) by Sophocles[image: External link] are among the masterpieces of the art of drama.[6] A modern example is Long Day's Journey into Night[image: External link] by Eugene O’Neill[image: External link] (1956).[7]

Drama is often combined with music[image: External link] and dance[image: External link]: the drama in opera[image: External link] is generally sung throughout; musicals[image: External link] generally include both spoken dialogue[image: External link] and songs[image: External link]; and some forms of drama have incidental music[image: External link] or musical accompaniment underscoring the dialogue ( melodrama[image: External link] and Japanese Nō[image: External link], for example).[8] Closet drama[image: External link] describes a form that is intended to be read, rather than performed.[9] In improvisation[image: External link], the drama does not pre-exist the moment of performance; performers devise a dramatic script spontaneously before an audience.[10]
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Main article: Theatre of ancient Greece[image: External link]


Western[image: External link] drama originates in classical Greece[image: External link].[11] The theatrical culture[image: External link] of the city-state[image: External link] of Athens[image: External link] produced three genres[image: External link] of drama: tragedy[image: External link], comedy[image: External link], and the satyr play[image: External link]. Their origins remain obscure, though by the 5th century BCE they were institutionalised[image: External link] in competitions[image: External link] held as part of festivities[image: External link] celebrating the god Dionysus[image: External link].[12] Historians know the names of many ancient Greek dramatists, not least Thespis[image: External link], who is credited with the innovation of an actor ("hypokrites") who speaks (rather than sings) and impersonates a character[image: External link] (rather than speaking in his own person), while interacting with the chorus[image: External link] and its leader (" coryphaeus[image: External link]"), who were a traditional part of the performance of non-dramatic poetry ( dithyrambic[image: External link], lyric[image: External link] and epic[image: External link]).[13]

Only a small fraction of the work of five dramatists, however, has survived to this day: we have a small number of complete texts by the tragedians Aeschylus[image: External link], Sophocles[image: External link] and Euripides[image: External link], and the comic writers Aristophanes[image: External link] and, from the late 4th century, Menander[image: External link].[14] Aeschylus' historical tragedy The Persians[image: External link] is the oldest surviving drama, although when it won first prize at the City Dionysia[image: External link] competition in 472 BCE, he had been writing plays for more than 25 years.[15] The competition (" agon[image: External link]") for tragedies may have begun as early as 534 BCE; official records ("didaskaliai") begin from 501 BCE when the satyr play[image: External link] was introduced.[16] Tragic dramatists were required to present a tetralogy[image: External link] of plays (though the individual works were not necessarily connected by story or theme), which usually consisted of three tragedies and one satyr play (though exceptions were made, as with Euripides' Alcestis[image: External link] in 438 BCE). Comedy[image: External link] was officially recognized with a prize in the competition from 487 to 486 BCE.

Five comic dramatists competed at the City Dionysia[image: External link] (though during the Peloponnesian War[image: External link] this may have been reduced to three), each offering a single comedy.[17] Ancient Greek comedy[image: External link] is traditionally divided between "old comedy" (5th century BCE), "middle comedy" (4th century BCE) and "new comedy" (late 4th century to 2nd BCE).[18]
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 Classical Roman drama




Main article: Theatre of ancient Rome[image: External link]


Following the expansion of the Roman Republic[image: External link] (509–27 BCE) into several Greek territories between 270–240 BCE, Rome encountered Greek drama[image: External link].[19] From the later years of the republic and by means of the Roman Empire[image: External link] (27 BCE-476 CE), theatre spread west across Europe, around the Mediterranean and reached England; Roman theatre[image: External link] was more varied, extensive and sophisticated than that of any culture before it.[20]

While Greek drama continued to be performed throughout the Roman period, the year 240 BCE marks the beginning of regular Roman drama[image: External link].[21] From the beginning of the empire, however, interest in full-length drama declined in favour of a broader variety of theatrical entertainments.[22] The first important works of Roman literature[image: External link] were the tragedies[image: External link] and comedies[image: External link] that Livius Andronicus[image: External link] wrote from 240 BCE.[23] Five years later, Gnaeus Naevius[image: External link] also began to write drama.[23] No plays from either writer have survived. While both dramatists composed in both genres[image: External link], Andronicus was most appreciated for his tragedies and Naevius for his comedies; their successors tended to specialise in one or the other, which led to a separation of the subsequent development of each type of drama.[23]

By the beginning of the 2nd century BCE, drama was firmly established in Rome and a guild[image: External link] of writers (collegium poetarum) had been formed.[24] The Roman comedies that have survived are all fabula palliata[image: External link] (comedies based on Greek subjects) and come from two dramatists: Titus Maccius Plautus[image: External link] (Plautus) and Publius Terentius Afer[image: External link] (Terence).[25] In re-working the Greek originals, the Roman comic dramatists abolished the role of the chorus[image: External link] in dividing the drama into episodes[image: External link] and introduced musical accompaniment to its dialogue[image: External link] (between one-third of the dialogue in the comedies of Plautus and two-thirds in those of Terence).[26] The action of all scenes is set in the exterior location of a street and its complications often follow from eavesdropping[image: External link].[26]

Plautus, the more popular of the two, wrote between 205 and 184 BCE and twenty of his comedies survive, of which his farces[image: External link] are best known; he was admired for the wit[image: External link] of his dialogue and his use of a variety of poetic meters[image: External link].[27] All of the six comedies that Terence wrote between 166 and 160 BCE have survived; the complexity of his plots, in which he often combined several Greek originals, was sometimes denounced, but his double-plots enabled a sophisticated presentation of contrasting human behaviour.[27] No early Roman tragedy survives, though it was highly regarded in its day; historians know of three early tragedians—Quintus Ennius[image: External link], Marcus Pacuvius[image: External link], and Lucius Accius[image: External link].[26]

From the time of the empire, the work of two tragedians survives—one is an unknown author, while the other is the Stoic philosopher[image: External link] Seneca[image: External link].[28] Nine of Seneca's tragedies survive, all of which are fabula crepidata (tragedies adapted from Greek originals); his Phaedra[image: External link], for example, was based on Euripides[image: External link]' Hippolytus[image: External link].[29] Historians do not know who wrote the only extant[image: External link] example of the fabula praetexta (tragedies based on Roman subjects), Octavia[image: External link], but in former times it was mistakenly attributed to Seneca due to his appearance as a character[image: External link] in the tragedy.[28]
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 Medieval




Main article: Medieval theatre[image: External link]


Beginning in the early Middle Ages[image: External link], churches staged dramatised versions of biblical events, known as liturgical dramas[image: External link], to enliven annual celebrations.[30] The earliest example is the Easter[image: External link] trope Whom do you Seek? (Quem-Quaeritis) (c. 925).[31] Two groups would sing responsively in Latin[image: External link], though no impersonation of characters[image: External link] was involved. By the 11th century, it had spread through Europe to Russia[image: External link], Scandinavia[image: External link], and Italy[image: External link]; only Muslim-occupied Spain[image: External link] was excluded.

In the 10th century, Hrosvitha[image: External link] wrote six plays in Latin modeled on Terence[image: External link]'s comedies, but which treated religious subjects.[32] Her plays are the first known to be composed by a female dramatist and the first identifiable Western drama of the post-Classical era.[32] Later, Hildegard of Bingen[image: External link] wrote a musical[image: External link] drama, Ordo Virtutum (c. 1155).[32]

One of the most famous of the early secular[image: External link] plays is the courtly pastoral[image: External link] Robin and Marion[image: External link], written in the 13th century in French by Adam de la Halle[image: External link].[33] The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] (c. 1300), one of the earliest known in English, seems to be the closest in tone and form to the contemporaneous French farces[image: External link], such as The Boy and the Blind Man[image: External link].[34]

A large number of plays survive from France[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link] in the late Middle Ages[image: External link], when some type of religious drama was performed in nearly every European country. Many of these plays contained comedy[image: External link], devils[image: External link], villains[image: External link], and clowns[image: External link].[35] In England, trade guilds began to perform vernacular[image: External link] "mystery plays[image: External link]," which were composed of long cycles of a large number of playlets or "pageants," of which four are extant[image: External link]: York[image: External link] (48 plays), Chester[image: External link] (24), Wakefield[image: External link] (32) and the so-called " N-Town[image: External link]" (42). The Second Shepherds' Play[image: External link] from the Wakefield cycle is a farcical story of a stolen sheep that its protagonist[image: External link], Mak, tries to pass off as his new-born child asleep in a crib; it ends when the shepherds from whom he has stolen are summoned to the Nativity of Jesus[image: External link].[36]

Morality plays[image: External link] (a modern term) emerged as a distinct dramatic form around 1400 and flourished in the early Elizabethan era[image: External link] in England. Characters were often used to represent different ethical ideals. Everyman[image: External link], for example, includes such figures as Good Deeds, Knowledge and Strength, and this characterisation reinforces the conflict between good and evil for the audience. The Castle of Perseverance[image: External link] (c. 1400—1425) depicts an archetypal figure's progress from birth through to death. Horestes[image: External link] (c. 1567), a late "hybrid morality" and one of the earliest examples of an English revenge play[image: External link], brings together the classical story of Orestes[image: External link] with a Vice[image: External link] from the medieval allegorical[image: External link] tradition, alternating comic, slapstick[image: External link] scenes with serious, tragic[image: External link] ones.[37] Also important in this period were the folk dramas of the Mummers Play[image: External link], performed during the Christmas[image: External link] season. Court masques[image: External link] were particularly popular during the reign of Henry VIII[image: External link].[38]
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 Elizabethan and Jacobean




Main article: English Renaissance theatre[image: External link]


One of the great flowerings of drama in England[image: External link] occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries. Many of these plays were written in verse, particularly iambic pentameter[image: External link]. In addition to Shakespeare, such authors as Christopher Marlowe[image: External link], Thomas Middleton[image: External link], and Ben Jonson[image: External link] were prominent playwrights during this period. As in the medieval period[image: External link], historical plays celebrated the lives of past kings, enhancing the image of the Tudor[image: External link] monarchy. Authors of this period drew some of their storylines from Greek mythology[image: External link] and Roman mythology[image: External link] or from the plays of eminent Roman playwrights such as Plautus[image: External link] and Terence[image: External link].
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Main article: Restoration comedy[image: External link]


Restoration comedy[image: External link] refers to English comedies written and performed in England during the Restoration[image: External link] period from 1660 to 1710. Comedy of manners[image: External link] is used as a synonym of Restoration comedy.[39] After public theatre had been banned[image: External link] by the Puritan[image: External link] regime, the re-opening of the theatres in 1660 with the Restoration of Charles II[image: External link] signalled a renaissance of English drama[image: External link].[40] Restoration comedy is known for its sexual[image: External link] explicitness, urbane, cosmopolitan wit[image: External link], up-to-the-minute topical writing, and crowded and bustling plots. Its dramatists stole freely from the contemporary French and Spanish stage, from English Jacobean[image: External link] and Caroline[image: External link] plays, and even from Greek[image: External link] and Roman[image: External link] classical[image: External link] comedies, combining the various plotlines in adventurous ways. Resulting differences of tone in a single play were appreciated rather than frowned on, as the audience prized "variety" within as well as between plays. Restoration comedy peaked twice. The genre came to spectacular maturity in the mid-1670s with an extravaganza of aristocratic[image: External link] comedies. Twenty lean years followed this short golden age, although the achievement of the first professional female playwright, Aphra Behn[image: External link], in the 1680s is an important exception. In the mid-1690s, a brief second Restoration comedy renaissance arose, aimed at a wider audience. The comedies of the golden 1670s and 1690s peak times are significantly different from each other.

The unsentimental or "hard" comedies of John Dryden[image: External link], William Wycherley[image: External link], and George Etherege[image: External link] reflected the atmosphere at Court and celebrated with frankness an aristocratic macho[image: External link] lifestyle of unremitting sexual intrigue and conquest. The Earl of Rochester[image: External link], real-life Restoration rake, courtier and poet, is flatteringly portrayed in Etherege's The Man of Mode[image: External link] (1676) as a riotous, witty, intellectual, and sexually irresistible aristocrat, a template for posterity's idea of the glamorous Restoration rake[image: External link] (actually never a very common character in Restoration comedy). The single play that does most to support the charge of obscenity[image: External link] levelled then and now at Restoration comedy is probably Wycherley's masterpiece The Country Wife[image: External link] (1675), whose title contains a lewd[image: External link] pun[image: External link] and whose notorious "china scene" is a series of sustained double entendres[image: External link].[41]

During the second wave of Restoration comedy in the 1690s, the "softer" comedies of William Congreve[image: External link] and John Vanbrugh[image: External link] set out to appeal to more socially diverse audience with a strong middle-class element, as well as to female spectators. The comic focus shifts from young lovers outwitting the older generation to the vicissitudes of marital relations. In Congreve's Love for Love[image: External link] (1695) and The Way of the World[image: External link] (1700), the give-and-take set pieces of couples testing their attraction for one another have mutated into witty prenuptial debates on the eve of marriage, as in the latter's famous "Proviso" scene. Vanbrugh's The Provoked Wife[image: External link] (1697) has a light touch and more humanly recognisable characters, while The Relapse[image: External link] (1696) has been admired for its throwaway wit and the characterisation of Lord Foppington, an extravagant and affected burlesque[image: External link] fop[image: External link] with a dark side.[42] The tolerance for Restoration comedy even in its modified form was running out by the end of the 17th century, as public opinion turned to respectability and seriousness even faster than the playwrights did.[43] At the much-anticipated all-star première in 1700 of The Way of the World, Congreve's first comedy for five years, the audience showed only moderate enthusiasm for that subtle and almost melancholy work. The comedy of sex and wit was about to be replaced by sentimental comedy[image: External link] and the drama of exemplary morality.
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 Modern and postmodern




The pivotal and innovative contributions of the 19th-century[image: External link] Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen[image: External link] and the 20th-century[image: External link] German theatre practitioner[image: External link] Bertolt Brecht[image: External link] dominate modern drama; each inspired a tradition of imitators, which include many of the greatest playwrights of the modern era.[44] The works of both playwrights are, in their different ways, both modernist[image: External link] and realist[image: External link], incorporating formal experimentation[image: External link], meta-theatricality[image: External link], and social critique[image: External link].[45] In terms of the traditional theoretical discourse of genre, Ibsen's work has been described as the culmination of "liberal tragedy[image: External link]", while Brecht's has been aligned with an historicised[image: External link] comedy.[46]

Other important playwrights of the modern era include Antonin Artaud, August Strindberg[image: External link], Anton Chekhov[image: External link], Frank Wedekind[image: External link], Maurice Maeterlinck[image: External link], Federico García Lorca[image: External link], Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], Luigi Pirandello[image: External link], George Bernard Shaw[image: External link], Ernst Toller[image: External link], Vladimir Mayakovsky[image: External link], Arthur Miller[image: External link], Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Jean Genet[image: External link], Eugène Ionesco[image: External link], Samuel Beckett[image: External link], Harold Pinter[image: External link], Friedrich Dürrenmatt[image: External link], Dario Fo[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], and Caryl Churchill[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre in India[image: External link]


The earliest form of Indian drama was the Sanskrit drama[image: External link].[47] Between the 1st century CE and the 10th was a period of relative peace in the history of India[image: External link] during which hundreds of modern plays were written.[48] With the Islamic conquests[image: External link] that began in the 10th and 11th centuries, theatre was discouraged or forbidden entirely.[49] Later, in an attempt to re-assert indigenous values and ideas, village theatre was encouraged across the subcontinent, developing in a large number of regional languages from the 15th to the 19th centuries.[50] Modern Indian theatre developed during the period of colonial rule[image: External link] under the British Empire[image: External link], from the mid-19th century until the mid-20th.[51]
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Main article: Sanskrit drama[image: External link]


The earliest-surviving fragments of Sanskrit drama[image: External link] date from the 1st century CE.[52] The wealth of archeological evidence from earlier periods offers no indication of the existence of a tradition of theatre.[53] The ancient Vedas[image: External link] ( hymns[image: External link] from between 1500 and 1000 BCE that are among the earliest examples of literature[image: External link] in the world) contain no hint of it (although a small number are composed in a form of dialogue[image: External link]) and the rituals[image: External link] of the Vedic period[image: External link] do not appear to have developed into theatre.[53] The Mahābhāṣya[image: External link] by Patañjali[image: External link] contains the earliest reference to what may have been the seeds of Sanskrit drama.[54] This treatise on grammar[image: External link] from 140 BCE provides a feasible date for the beginnings of theatre in India[image: External link].[54]

The major source of evidence for Sanskrit theatre is A Treatise on Theatre[image: External link] (Nātyaśāstra), a compendium whose date of composition is uncertain (estimates range from 200 BCE to 200 CE) and whose authorship is attributed to Bharata Muni[image: External link]. The Treatise is the most complete work of dramaturgy in the ancient world. It addresses acting[image: External link], dance[image: External link], music[image: External link], dramatic construction[image: External link], architecture, costuming[image: External link], make-up[image: External link], props[image: External link], the organisation of companies, the audience, competitions, and offers a mythological[image: External link] account of the origin of theatre.[54]

Its drama is regarded as the highest achievement of Sanskrit literature[image: External link].[55] It utilised stock characters[image: External link], such as the hero (nayaka), heroine (nayika), or clown (vidusaka). Actors may have specialised in a particular type. It was patronized by the kings as well as village assemblies. Famous early playwrights include Bhasa[image: External link], Kalidasa[image: External link] (famous for Vikrama and Urvashi[image: External link], Malavika and Agnimitra[image: External link], and The Recognition of Shakuntala[image: External link]), Śudraka[image: External link] (famous for The Little Clay Cart[image: External link]), Asvaghosa[image: External link], Daṇḍin[image: External link], and Emperor Harsha[image: External link] (famous for Nagananda[image: External link], Ratnavali[image: External link], and Priyadarsika[image: External link]). Śakuntalā[image: External link] (in English translation) influenced Goethe's[image: External link] Faust[image: External link] (1808–1832).[55]
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 Modern Indian drama




Rabindranath Tagore was a pioneering modern playwright who wrote plays noted for their exploration and questioning of nationalism, identity, spiritualism and material greed.[56] His plays are written in Bengali[image: External link] and include Chitra (Chitrangada, 1892), The King of the Dark Chamber (Raja, 1910), The Post Office[image: External link] (Dakghar, 1913), and Red Oleander (Raktakarabi, 1924).[56] Girish Karnad is a noted playwright, who has written a number of plays that use history and mythology, to critique and problematize ideas and ideals that are of contemporary relevance. Karnad's numerous plays such as Tughlaq, Hayavadana, Taledanda[image: External link], and Naga-Mandala are significant contributions to Indian drama. Vijay Tendulkar[image: External link] and Mahesh Dattani[image: External link] are amongst the major Indian playwrights of the 20th century. Mohan Rakesh in Hindi and Danish Iqbal in Urdu are considered architects of new age Drama. Mohan Rakesh's Aadhe Adhoore and Danish Iqbal's 'Dara Shikoh' are considered modern classics.
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 Modern Urdu drama of India and Pakistan




Urdu Drama evolved from the prevailing dramatic traditions of North India shaping Rahas or Raas as practiced by exponents like Nawab Wajid Ali Shah[image: External link] of Awadh[image: External link]. His dramatic experiments led to the famous Inder Sabha[image: External link] of Amanat[image: External link] and later this tradition took the shape of Parsi Theatre. Agha Hashr Kashmiri is the culmination of this tradition.

In some way or other, Urdu theatre tradition has greatly influenced modern Indian theatre[image: External link]. Among all the languages Urdu[image: External link] (which was called Hindi[image: External link] by early writers), along with Gujrati[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], and Bengali[image: External link] theatres have kept flourishing and demand for its writers and artists has not subsided by the drama aficionados. For Urdu drama, no place is better than Bombay Film industry otherwise known as Hindi film industry[image: External link]. All the early gems of Urdu Theatre (performed by Parsi Companies) were made into films. Urdu Dramatic tradition has been a spectator’s delight since 100 years and counting.

Drama as a theme is made up of several elements. It focuses on life and different aspects of it. The thing to be noticed here is that drama on stage imitates drama in life. It has been said that there has always been a mutual relationship between theatre and real life. Great historical personalities like Shakespeare have influenced Modern Urdu tradition to a large extent when Indian, Iranian, Turkish stories and folk was adapted for stage with heavy doses of Urdu poetry[image: External link]. In modern times writers like Imtiaz Ali Taj[image: External link], Rafi Peer, Krishan Chander[image: External link], Manto[image: External link], Upender Nath Ashk, Ghulam Rabbani, Prof. Mujeeb and many others shaped this tradition.

While Prof Hasan, Ghulam Jeelani, J.N,Kaushal, Shameem Hanfi, Jameel Shaidayi, etc. belong to the old generation, contemporary writers like Danish Iqbal, Sayeed Alam, Shahid Anwar, Iqbal Niyazi, and Anwar are a few postmodern[image: External link] playwrights actively contributing in the field of Urdu Drama.

Sayeed Alam is known for his wit and humour and more particularly for Plays like 'Ghalib in New Delhi', 'Big B' and many other gems which are regularly staged for massive turn out of theatre lovers. Maulana Azad is his magnum opus both for its content and style.

Danish Iqbal's play about 'Dara Shikoh[image: External link]' directed by M. S. Sathyu[image: External link] is considered a modern classic for the use of newer theatre techniques and contemporary perspective. His other plays are ' Sahir[image: External link]' on the famous lyricist and revolutionary poet. 'Kuchh Ishq kiya Kuchh Kaam' is another play written by Danish which is basically a Celebration of the Faiz[image: External link]'s poetry, featuring events from the early part of his life, particularly the events and incidents of pre-partition days which shaped his life and ideals. 'Chand Roz Aur Meri Jaan' – another play inspired from Faiz's letters written from various jails during the Rawalpindi Conspiracy[image: External link] days. He has written 14 other plays including 'Dilli Jo Ek Shehr Thaa' and 'Main Gaya Waqt Nahin hoon'. Shahid's 'Three B' is also a significant play. He has been associated with many groups like 'Natwa' and others. Zaheer Anwar has kept the flag of Urdu theatre flying in Kolkata[image: External link]. Unlike the writers of previous generation Sayeed, Shahid, Danish Iqbal and Zaheer do not write bookish plays but their work is a product of vigorous performing tradition. Iqbal Niyazi of Mumbai[image: External link] has written several plays in Urdu, his play "AUR KITNE JALYANWALA BAUGH?" won a National award other awards. Hence this is the only generation after Amanat and Agha Hashr who actually write for stage and not for libraries.
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Main article: Theatre of China[image: External link]


Chinese theatre has a long and complex history. Today it is often called Chinese opera[image: External link] although this normally refers specifically to the popular form known as Beijing opera[image: External link] and Kunqu[image: External link]; there have been many other forms of theatre in China, such as zaju[image: External link].
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Main article: Theatre of Japan[image: External link]


Japanese Nō drama[image: External link] is a serious dramatic form that combines drama, music, and dance into a complete aesthetic performance experience. It developed in the 14th and 15th centuries and has its own musical instruments and performance techniques, which were often handed down from father to son. The performers were generally male (for both male and female roles), although female amateurs also perform Nō dramas. Nō drama was supported by the government, and particularly the military, with many military commanders having their own troupes and sometimes performing themselves. It is still performed in Japan today.[57]

Kyōgen[image: External link] is the comic counterpart to Nō drama. It concentrates more on dialogue and less on music, although Nō instrumentalists sometimes appear also in Kyōgen. Kabuki[image: External link] drama, developed from the 17th century, is another comic form, which includes dance.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Forms of drama
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Western opera[image: External link] is a dramatic art form that arose during the Renaissance[image: External link] in an attempt to revive the classical Greek drama[image: External link] in which dialogue, dance, and song were combined. Being strongly intertwined with western classical music[image: External link], the opera has undergone enormous changes in the past four centuries and it is an important form of theatre until this day. Noteworthy is the major influence of the German 19th-century composer Richard Wagner[image: External link] on the opera tradition. In his view, there was no proper balance between music and theatre in the operas of his time, because the music seemed to be more important than the dramatic aspects in these works. To restore the connection with the classical drama, he entirely renewed the operatic form to emphasize the equal importance of music and drama in works that he called "music dramas[image: External link]".

Chinese opera[image: External link] has seen a more conservative development over a somewhat longer period of time.
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Main article: Pantomime[image: External link]


Pantomime[image: External link] (informally panto),[58] is a type of musical comedy[image: External link] stage production, designed for family entertainment. It was developed in England and is still performed throughout the United Kingdom, generally during the Christmas and New Year season and, to a lesser extent, in other English-speaking countries. Modern pantomime includes songs, gags, slapstick comedy and dancing, employs gender-crossing actors, and combines topical humour with a story loosely based on a well-known fairy tale, fable or folk tale[image: External link].[59][60] It is a participatory form of theatre, in which the audience is expected to sing along with certain parts of the music and shout out phrases to the performers.

These stories follow in the tradition of fables[image: External link] and folk tales[image: External link]. Usually, there is a lesson learned, and with some help from the audience, the hero/heroine saves the day. This kind of play uses stock characters[image: External link] seen in masque and again commedia dell'arte[image: External link], these characters include the villain (doctore), the clown/servant (Arlechino/Harlequin/buttons), the lovers etc. These plays usually have an emphasis on moral dilemmas[image: External link], and good always triumphs over evil, this kind of play is also very entertaining making it a very effective way of reaching many people.

Pantomime has a long theatrical history in Western culture dating back to classical theatre. It developed partly from the 16th century commedia dell'arte[image: External link] tradition of Italy, as well as other European and British stage traditions, such as 17th-century masques[image: External link] and music hall[image: External link].[59] An important part of the pantomime, until the late 19th century, was the harlequinade[image: External link].[61] Outside Britain the word "pantomime" is usually used to mean miming[image: External link], rather than the theatrical form discussed here.[62]
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 Mime




Mime[image: External link] is a theatrical medium where the action of a story is told through the movement of the body, without the use of speech. Performance of mime occurred in Ancient Greece[image: External link], and the word is taken from a single masked dancer called Pantomimus, although their performances were not necessarily silent.[63] In Medieval[image: External link] Europe, early forms of mime, such as mummer plays[image: External link] and later dumbshows[image: External link], evolved. In the early nineteenth century Paris[image: External link], Jean-Gaspard Deburau[image: External link] solidified the many attributes that we have come to know in modern times, including the silent figure in whiteface.[64]

Jacques Copeau[image: External link], strongly influenced by Commedia dell'arte[image: External link] and Japanese Noh[image: External link] theatre, used masks in the training of his actors. Étienne Decroux[image: External link], a pupil of his, was highly influenced by this and started exploring and developing the possibilities of mime and refined corporeal mime[image: External link] into a highly sculptural form, taking it outside of the realms of naturalism[image: External link]. Jacques Lecoq[image: External link] contributed significantly to the development of mime and physical theatre[image: External link] with his training methods.[65]
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Creative drama includes dramatic activities and games used primarily in educational settings with children. Its roots in the United States began in the early 1900s. Winifred Ward[image: External link] is considered to be the founder of creative drama in education, establishing the first academic use of drama in Evanston, Illinois.[66]
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^ Elam (1980, 98).


	
^ Francis Fergusson[image: External link] writes that "a drama, as distinguished from a lyric[image: External link], is not primarily a composition in the verbal medium; the words[image: External link] result, as one might put it, from the underlying structure of incident[image: External link] and character[image: External link]. As Aristotle[image: External link] remarks, 'the poet, or "maker" should be the maker of plots[image: External link] rather than of verses; since he is a poet because he imiates[image: External link], and what he imitates are actions[image: External link]'" (1949, 8).


	
^ Wickham (1959, 32—41; 1969, 133; 1981, 68—69). The sense of the creator of plays as a "maker" rather than a "writer" is preserved in the word " playwright[image: External link]." The Theatre[image: External link], one of the first purpose-built playhouses in London, was "a self-conscious latinism to describe one particular playhouse" rather than a term for the buildings in general (1967, 133). The word 'dramatist' "was at that time still unknown in the English language" (1981, 68).


	
^ Banham (1998, 894–900).


	
^ Pfister (1977, 11).


	
^ Fergusson (1949, 2–3).


	
^ Burt (2008).


	
^ See the entries for "opera", "musical theatre, American", "melodrama" and "Nō" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Manfred[image: External link] by Byron[image: External link], for example, is a good example of a "dramatic poem[image: External link]." See the entry on "Byron (George George)" in Banham (1998).


	
^ Some forms of improvisation, notably the Commedia dell'arte[image: External link], improvise on the basis of 'lazzi' or rough outlines of scenic action (see Gordon (1983) and Duchartre (1929)). All forms of improvisation take their cue from their immediate response to one another, their characters' situations (which are sometimes established in advance), and, often, their interaction with the audience. The classic formulations of improvisation in the theatre originated with Joan Littlewood[image: External link] and Keith Johnstone[image: External link] in the UK and Viola Spolin[image: External link] in the USA; see Johnstone (1981) and Spolin (1963).


	
^ Brown (1998, 441), Cartledge (1997, 3–5), Goldhill (1997, 54), and Ley (2007, 206). Taxidou notes that "most scholars now call 'Greek' tragedy 'Athenian' tragedy, which is historically correct" (2004, 104). Brown writes that ancient Greek drama[image: External link] "was essentially the creation of classical Athens[image: External link]: all the dramatists who were later regarded as classics were active at Athens in the 5th and 4th centuries BCE (the time of the Athenian democracy[image: External link]), and all the surviving plays date from this period" (1998, 441). "The dominant culture of Athens in the fifth century[image: External link]", Goldhill writes, "can be said to have invented theatre[image: External link]" (1997, 54).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13–15) and Banham (1998, 441–447).


	
^ Banham (1998, 441–444). For more information on these ancient Greek dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Greek dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ The theory that Prometheus Bound[image: External link] was not written by Aeschylus[image: External link] would bring this number to six dramatists whose work survives.


	
^ Banham (1998, 8) and Brockett and Hildy (2003, 15–16).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 13, 15) and Banham (1998, 442).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 18) and Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Banham (1998, 444–445).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 36, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 43). For more information on the ancient Roman dramatists, see the articles categorised under "Ancient Roman dramatists and playwrights" in Wikipedia[image: External link].


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 46–47).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 47–48).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48–49).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 48).


	
^ a b Brockett and Hildy (2003, 50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 49–50).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76, 78). Many churches would have only performed one or two liturgical dramas[image: External link] per year and a larger number never performed any at all.


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 76).


	
^ a b c Brockett and Hildy (2003, 77).


	
^ Wickham (1981, 191; 1987, 141).


	
^ Bevington (1962, 9, 11, 38, 45), Dillon (2006, 213), and Wickham (1976, 195; 1981, 189–190). In Early English Stages (1981), Wickham points to the existence of The Interlude of the Student and the Girl[image: External link] as evidence that the old-fashioned view that comedy[image: External link] began in England in the 1550s with Gammer Gurton's Needle[image: External link] and Ralph Roister Doister[image: External link] is mistaken, ignoring as it does a rich tradition of medieval comic drama[image: External link]; see Wickham (1981, 178).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 86)


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 97).


	
^ Spivack (1958, 251-303), Bevington (1962, 58-61, 81-82, 87, 183), and Weimann (1978, 155).


	
^ Brockett and Hildy (2003, 101-103).


	
^ George Henry Nettleton, Arthur British dramatists from Dryden to Sheridan[image: External link] p.149


	
^ Hatch, Mary Jo (2009). The Three Faces of Leadership: Manager, Artist, Priest. John Wiley & Sons. p. 47.


	
^ The "China scene" from Wycherley's play[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]


	
^ The Provoked Wife is something of a Restoration problem play[image: External link] in its attention to the subordinate legal position of married women and the complexities of "divorce" and separation, issues that had been highlighted in the mid-1690s by some notorious cases before the House of Lords[image: External link].


	
^ Interconnected causes for this shift in taste were demographic[image: External link] change, the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] of 1688, William's and Mary's[image: External link] dislike of the theatre, and the lawsuits brought against playwrights by the Society for the Reformation of Manners[image: External link] (founded in 1692). When Jeremy Collier[image: External link] attacked Congreve and Vanbrugh in his Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage[image: External link] in 1698, he was confirming a shift in audience taste that had already taken place.


	
^ Williams (1993, 25–26) and Moi (2006, 17). Moi writes that "Ibsen is the most important playwright writing after Shakespeare. He is the founder of modern theater. His plays are world classics, staged on every continent, and studied in classrooms everywhere. In any given year, there are hundreds of Ibsen productions in the world." Ibsenites include George Bernard Shaw[image: External link] and Arthur Miller[image: External link]; Brechtians include Dario Fo[image: External link], Joan Littlewood[image: External link], W. H. Auden[image: External link] Peter Weiss[image: External link], Heiner Müller[image: External link], Peter Hacks[image: External link], Tony Kushner[image: External link], Caryl Churchill[image: External link], John Arden[image: External link], Howard Brenton[image: External link], Edward Bond[image: External link], and David Hare[image: External link].


	
^ Moi (2006, 1, 23–26). Taxidou writes: "It is probably historically more accurate, although methodologically less satisfactory, to read the Naturalist movement in the theatre[image: External link] in conjunction with the more anti-illusionist aesthetics of the theatres of the same period. These interlock and overlap in all sorts of complicated ways, even when they are vehemently denouncing each other (perhaps particularly when) in the favoured mode of the time, the manifesto" (2007, 58).


	
^ Williams (1966) and Wright (1989).


	
^ Richmond, Swann, and Zarrilli (1993, 12).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 70) and Richmond (1998, 516).


	
^ Brandon (1997, 72) and Richmond (1998, 516).
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^ Mayer (1969), p. 6
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Conspiracy Fiction





The conspiracy thriller (or paranoid thriller) is a subgenre of thriller fiction. The protagonists of conspiracy thrillers are often journalists or amateur investigators who find themselves (often inadvertently) pulling on a small thread which unravels a vast conspiracy that ultimately goes "all the way to the top."[1] The complexities of historical fact are recast as a morality play[image: External link] in which bad people cause bad events, and good people identify and defeat them. Conspiracies are often played out as "man-in-peril" (or "woman-in-peril")[2] stories, or yield quest[image: External link] narratives similar to those found in whodunnits[image: External link] and detective stories[image: External link].

A common theme in such works is that characters uncovering the conspiracy encounter difficulty ascertaining the truth amid the deceptions: rumors, lies, propaganda[image: External link], and counter-propaganda build upon one another until what is conspiracy and what is coincidence become entangled. Many conspiracy fiction works also include the theme of secret history[image: External link].
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John Buchan[image: External link]'s 1915 novel The Thirty-Nine Steps[image: External link] weaves elements of conspiracy and man-on-the-run archetypes. Dashiell Hammett[image: External link]'s 1924 short story "Nightmare Town[image: External link]" is conspiracy fiction on a small scale, depicting an Arizona town that exists as part of an insurance-fraud scheme, and a detective slowly uncovering the truth. Graham Greene[image: External link]'s 1943 novel Ministry of Fear[image: External link] (brought to the big screen by Fritz Lang[image: External link] in 1944) combines all the ingredients of paranoia and conspiracy familiar to aficionados of the 1970s thrillers, with additional urgency and depth added by its wartime backdrop. Greene himself credited Michael Innes[image: External link] as the inspiration for his "entertainment".[3]

Conspiracy fiction in the US reached its zenith in the 1960s and 1970s in the wake of a number of high-profile scandals and controversies, most notably the Vietnam War[image: External link], the assassinations of John F. Kennedy[image: External link], Robert Kennedy[image: External link], and Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], as well as the Watergate scandal[image: External link] and the subsequent resignation of Richard Nixon[image: External link] from the presidency. Several fictional works explored the clandestine machinations and conspiracies beneath the orderly fabric of political life. American novelist Richard Condon[image: External link] wrote a number of conspiracy thrillers, including the seminal The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1959), and Winter Kills[image: External link], which was made into a film by William Richert[image: External link] in 1979. Illuminatus![image: External link] (1969–1971), a trilogy by Robert Shea[image: External link] and Robert Anton Wilson[image: External link], is regarded by many as the definitive work of 20th-century conspiracy fiction. Set in the late '60s, it is a psychedelic tale which fuses mystery, science fiction, horror, and comedy in its exhibition (and mourning, and mocking) of one of the more paranoid periods of recent history. Thomas Pynchon[image: External link]'s The Crying of Lot 49[image: External link] (1966) includes a secretive conflict between cartels dating back to the Middle Ages. Gravity's Rainbow[image: External link] also draws heavily on conspiracy theory in describing the motives and operations of the Phoebus cartel[image: External link] as well as the development of ballistic missiles[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link]. Inherent Vice[image: External link] also involves an intentionally ambiguous conspiracy involving a group known as the Golden Fang.

John Macgregor's 1986 novel Propinquity[image: External link] describes an attempt by a modern couple to revive the frozen body of a gnostic medieval Queen, buried deep under Westminster Abbey. Their attempt to expose the feminine aspect of Christianity's origins results in fierce Church opposition and, eventually, an international manhunt. Umberto Eco[image: External link]'s Foucault's Pendulum[image: External link] (1988) features a story in which the staff of a publishing firm, intending to create a series of popular occult books, invent their own occult conspiracy, over which they lose control as it begins to supplant the truth. The popular 2003 novel[image: External link] The Da Vinci Code[image: External link] by Dan Brown[image: External link] draws on conspiracy theories involving the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link], Opus Dei[image: External link] and the Priory of Sion[image: External link]. Other contemporary authors who have used elements of conspiracy theory in their work include Margaret Atwood[image: External link], William S. Burroughs[image: External link], Don DeLillo[image: External link], James Ellroy[image: External link], Joseph Heller[image: External link], Robert Ludlum[image: External link], David Morrell[image: External link] and James Clancy Phelan[image: External link].

One of the first science fiction novels to deal with a full-blown conspiracy theory was Eric Frank Russell[image: External link]'s Dreadful Sanctuary[image: External link] (1948).[4] This deals with a number of sabotaged space missions and the apparent discovery that Earth is being quarantined by aliens from other planets of the Solar System[image: External link]. However, as the novel progresses it emerges that this view is a paranoid[image: External link] delusion perpetuated by a small but powerful secret society[image: External link]. Philip K. Dick[image: External link] wrote a large number of short stories where vast conspiracies were employed (usually by an oppressive government or other hostile powers) to keep common people under control or enforce a given agenda. Other popular science fiction writers whose work features conspiracy theories include William Gibson[image: External link], John Twelve Hawks[image: External link], and Neal Stephenson[image: External link].
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Joshua Safran






For the American writer, see Joshua Safran (author)[image: External link].

Joshua Safran is an American television producer and screenwriter.

Biography

Safran graduated from NYU[image: External link] Tisch[image: External link] with a Bachelor of Fine Arts[image: External link] in playwriting.[1] He has stated he is Jewish[image: External link].[2]

Safran was an executive producer and writer on the CW[image: External link] television series Gossip Girl[image: External link] and was the executive producer and showrunner for the second season of the NBC[image: External link] television series Smash[image: External link].[3] He shared writing credits with director Shana Feste[image: External link] for the screenplay of the 2014 remake[image: External link] of the 1981 film Endless Love[image: External link].[4]

Safran is the creator, executive producer and the former showrunner of the ABC drama thriller series Quantico. He is also currently developing a reboot of Fame[image: External link] for Lifetime[image: External link].[5]
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Priyanka Chopra






Priyanka Chopra (pronounced [prɪˈjaːŋkaː ˈtʃoːpɽaː][image: External link];[2] born 18 July 1982) is an Indian actress, singer, film producer, philanthropist, and the winner of the Miss World 2000[image: External link] pageant. One of India's highest-paid and most popular celebrities, Chopra has received numerous awards[image: External link], including a National Film Award[image: External link] and five Filmfare Awards[image: External link]. In 2016, the Government of India[image: External link] honoured her with the Padma Shri[image: External link], the fourth highest civilian award, and Time[image: External link] magazine named her one of the 100 most influential people in the world[image: External link].

Although Chopra initially aspired to study aeronautical engineering[image: External link], she accepted offers to join the Indian film industry, which came as a result of her pageant wins, making her Bollywood debut in The Hero[image: External link] (2003). She played the leading lady in the box-office hits Andaaz[image: External link] (2003) and Mujhse Shaadi Karogi[image: External link] (2004), and earned praise for her breakout role[image: External link] in the 2004 thriller Aitraaz[image: External link]. In 2006, Chopra established herself as a leading actress of Indian cinema with starring roles in the top-grossing productions Krrish[image: External link] and Don[image: External link].

Following a brief setback, she received critical acclaim for playing a troubled model in the drama Fashion[image: External link] (2008), which won her the Filmfare[image: External link] and National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link]. Chopra subsequently gained wider recognition for portraying a range of characters in the films Kaminey[image: External link] (2009), 7 Khoon Maaf[image: External link] (2011), Barfi![image: External link] (2012), Mary Kom[image: External link] (2014), Dil Dhadakne Do[image: External link] (2015) and Bajirao Mastani[image: External link] (2015), all of which garnered her several awards and nominations. In 2015, she began starring as Alex Parrish on the ABC thriller series Quantico, becoming the first South Asian to headline an American network series.

In addition to her acting career, Chopra is noted for her philanthropic work. She has worked with UNICEF[image: External link] for the last ten years and was appointed as the national and global UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador[image: External link] for Child Rights in 2010 and 2016 respectively. She promotes various causes such as environment, health and education, and women's rights and is particularly vocal about gender equality and feminism[image: External link]. Chopra's off-screen life is the subject of substantial media coverage. As a recording artist, she has released three singles[image: External link]. She is also the founder of the production company Purple Pebble Pictures[image: External link], which released the acclaimed Marathi[image: External link] comedy-drama Ventilator[image: External link] (2016).
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 Early life




Priyanka Chopra was born on 18 July 1982 in Jamshedpur[image: External link], Bihar[image: External link] (now in Jharkhand[image: External link]), to Ashok and Madhu Chopra, both physicians in the Indian Army[image: External link].[3][4] Her father was a Punjabi[image: External link] from Ambala[image: External link].[5][6] Her mother, from Jharkhand, is the eldest daughter of Ms. Madhu Jyotsna Akhouri, a former member of Bihar Legislative Assembly[image: External link], and Dr. Manohar Kishan Akhouri, a former Congress[image: External link] veteran.[7][8] Chopra has a brother, Siddharth, who is seven years her junior[9] and actresses Parineeti Chopra[image: External link], Meera Chopra[image: External link] and Mannara Chopra[image: External link] are her cousins.[10] Due to her parents' occupations the family relocated to a number of places in India, including Delhi[image: External link], Chandigarh[image: External link], Ambala[image: External link], Ladakh[image: External link], Lucknow[image: External link], Bareilly[image: External link], and Pune[image: External link].[11] Among the schools she attended were La Martiniere Girls' School[image: External link] in Lucknow[12] and St. Maria Goretti College in Bareilly.[13][14] In an interview published in Daily News and Analysis[image: External link], Chopra said that she did not mind travelling regularly and changing schools; she welcomed it as a new experience and a way to discover India's multicultural society.[15] Among the many places that she lived, Chopra has fond memories as a child of playing in the valleys of Leh[image: External link], in the cold northwestern Indian desert region of Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link]. She has said, "I think I was in Class 4 when I was in Leh. My brother was just born. My dad was in the army and was posted there. I stayed in Leh for a year and my memories of that place are tremendous ... We were all army kids there. We weren't living in houses, we were in bunkers in the valley and there was a stupa[image: External link] right on top of a hill which used to overlook our valley. We used to race up to the top of the stupa".[16] She now considers Bareilly her home town, and maintains strong connections there.[17]

At the age of thirteen, Chopra moved to the United States to study, living with her aunt, and attending schools in Newton, Massachusetts[image: External link], and Cedar Rapids, Iowa[image: External link], after a stop in Queens, New York[image: External link], as her aunt's family also moved frequently.[18][19] While in Massachusetts, she participated in several theatre productions and studied Western classical music, choral singing and Kathak[image: External link] dance.[20] During her teenage years in America, Chopra sometimes faced racial issues and was bullied for being Indian.[21][22] She has said, "I was a gawky kid, had low self-esteem, came from a modest middle-class background, had white marks on my legs ... But I was damn hard working. Today, my legs sell 12 brands."[22]

After three years, Chopra returned to India, finishing the senior year[18][19] of her high-school education at the Army Public School[image: External link] in Bareilly.[23][24] During this period, she won the local "May Queen" beauty pageant,[25] after which she was pursued by admirers, leading her family to equip their home with bars for her protection.[19] Her mother then entered her in the Femina Miss India[image: External link] contest of 2000;[26] she finished second,[a] winning the Femina Miss India World[image: External link] title.[29] Chopra then went on to the Miss World[image: External link] pageant, where she was crowned Miss World 2000[image: External link] and Miss World Continental Queen of Beauty—Asia & Oceania[image: External link] at the Millennium Dome[image: External link] in London on 30 November 2000.[27][30][31] Chopra was the fifth Indian contestant to win Miss World, and the fourth to do so in seven years.[27][32] She had enrolled in college, but left after winning the Miss World pageant.[14][25] Chopra said that the Miss India and Miss World titles brought her recognition, and she then began receiving offers for film roles.[20][33]

Chopra has maintained a strong relationship with her family, including her younger brother, Siddharth, and lives in an apartment on the same floor as her family.[3][34] She was especially close to her father, who died in June 2013;[35] in 2012, she got a tattoo reading "Daddy's lil girl", in his handwriting.[24][36] Having not come from a film background, she describes herself as a self-made woman[image: External link].[37] Her mother, a well-established gynaecologist[image: External link] in Bareilly, gave up her practice to support Chopra as she embarked upon a film career.[38][39]
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 Acting career




See also: Priyanka Chopra filmography[image: External link]
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 Career beginnings and breakthrough (2002–2004)




After winning Miss India World, Chopra was cast as the female lead in Abbas-Mustan[image: External link]'s romantic thriller Humraaz[image: External link] (2002), in which she was to make her film debut.[33] However, this fell through for various reasons: she stated the production conflicted with her schedule, while the producers said they re-cast because Chopra took on various other commitments.[40][41] Her screen debut occurred in the 2002 Tamil[image: External link] film Thamizhan[image: External link] as the love interest of the protagonist, played by Vijay[image: External link]. A review published in The Hindu[image: External link] was appreciative of the film for its wit and dialogue, however it felt that Chopra's role was limited from an acting viewpoint.[42]

In 2003, Chopra made her Bollywood[image: External link] film debut as the second female lead opposite Sunny Deol[image: External link] and Preity Zinta[image: External link] in Anil Sharma[image: External link]'s The Hero: Love Story of a Spy[image: External link].[4] Set against the backdrop of the Indian Army in Kashmir, the film tells the story of an agent and his fight against terrorism. The Hero was one of the highest-grossing Bollywood films that year, but received mixed reviews from critics.[43][44] Derek Elley[image: External link] from Variety[image: External link] said that "mega-looker Chopra makes a solid screen debut."[45] Later that year she appeared in Raj Kanwar[image: External link]'s box-office success Andaaz[image: External link] with Akshay Kumar[image: External link], again sharing the female lead (this time with the debuting Lara Dutta[image: External link]).[43] Chopra played a vivacious young girl who falls in love with Kumar's character. The Hindustan Times[image: External link] noted the glamour that she brought to the role;[4] Kunal Shah of Sify[image: External link] praised her performance and stated she had "all the qualities to be a star."[46] Her performance earned her the Filmfare Award for Best Female Debut[image: External link] (along with Dutta) and a nomination for the Filmfare Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[47]

Chopra's first three releases in 2004— Plan[image: External link], Kismat[image: External link], and Asambhav[image: External link]—performed poorly at the box-office.[48] Chopra was typically cast during this earlier period as a "glamour quotient", in roles that were considered "forgettable" by film critic Joginder Tuteja.[48][49] Later that year she starred with Salman Khan[image: External link] and Akshay Kumar in David Dhawan[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Mujhse Shaadi Karogi[image: External link], which became the third-highest-grossing film of the year in India and emerged as a major commercial success.[50]

In late 2004, she starred opposite Kumar and Kareena Kapoor[image: External link] in Abbas-Mustan's thriller Aitraaz[image: External link]. Chopra considers her first role as an antagonist, portraying Soniya Roy, an ambitious woman who accuses her employee of sexual harassment, as the "biggest learning experience of her career."[24] The film was a critical and commercial success, and Chopra's performance received critical acclaim.[49][51] Author Rini Bhattacharya credited her for bringing back the seductress to the silver screen.[52][53] The Hindustan Times cited it as the film that changed her career significantly.[4] A reviewer writing for the BBC[image: External link] said, "Aitraaz is Priyanka Chopra's film. As the deliciously wicked, gold digging, scheming seductress, she chews up every scene she is in with her magnetic screen presence."[54] She won a Filmfare Award for Best Performance in a Negative Role[image: External link], becoming the second and final actress to win the award after Kajol[image: External link] (the category was discontinued in 2008).[4] Chopra also received a nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress, and the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link].[47]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rise to prominence (2005–2006)




In 2005, Chopra appeared in six films. Her first two releases— Blackmail[image: External link], and Karam[image: External link]—were commercially unsuccessful.[55] Shilpa Bharatan-Iyer of Rediff.com[image: External link] considered Blackmail to be a very predictable film and believed that her role as a police commissioner's wife was very limited from an acting point of view.[56] Her performance in Karam was better received, Subhash K. Jha[image: External link] wrote that Chopra "with her poised interpretation of high drama, flies high creating a character whose vulnerability and beauty are endorsed by both the inner and outer worlds created for her character."[57] Later that year Chopra played the wife of Akshay Kumar in Vipul Amrutlal Shah[image: External link]'s family drama Waqt: The Race Against Time[image: External link], the story of a small businessman (played by Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link]) who, hiding his illness, wants to teach his irresponsible son some lessons before he dies. During production, Chopra revisited Leh, a favourite childhood haunt, for the shooting of the song "Subah Hogi".[16] She suffered an accident during the filming for the song "Do Me A Favour Let's Play Holi" when she electrocuted herself, spending a day recovering in hospital.[58] The film was well received by critics, and was a commercial success.[55][59]

She next starred opposite Arjun Rampal[image: External link] in the romantic mystery thriller Yakeen[image: External link], portraying the role of a possessive lover. Critical reaction towards the film was mixed, but her performance received praise. Taran Adarsh[image: External link] wrote that Chopra "is bound to win laurels yet again [...] the actor is emerging as one of the finest talents in these fast-changing times".[60] Her next release was Suneel Darshan[image: External link]'s romance Barsaat[image: External link], co-starring Bobby Deol and Bipasha Basu[image: External link]. The film was a critical and commercial failure in India but fared better in the overseas market.[55][61] Chopra's performance received mixed reviews, with Bollywood Hungama[image: External link] describing it as "mechanical".[62] However, Rediff.com considered Chopra to be an "epitome of calm intelligence, who underplayed her role to perfection".[63] Later that year, Rohan Sippy[image: External link] cast her with Abhishek Bachchan[image: External link], Ritesh Deshmukh[image: External link] and Nana Patekar[image: External link] in the comedy Bluffmaster![image: External link] Chopra played independent working woman Simran Saxena, Bachchan's love interest. The film proved to be a box-office success.[55]

After starting 2006 with special appearances in three films, Chopra starred in Rakesh Roshan[image: External link]'s superhero film Krrish[image: External link] (a sequel to the 2003 science-fiction film Koi... Mil Gaya[image: External link]). Co-starring with Hrithik Roshan[image: External link], Rekha[image: External link] and Naseeruddin Shah[image: External link], Chopra played a young television journalist who schemes to take advantage of an innocent young man with remarkable physical abilities, but eventually falls in love with him. The film was the second-highest-grossing film of the year in India and grossed over ₹1.17 billion (US$18 million) worldwide attaining a blockbuster[image: External link] status.[64] Her next film was Dharmesh Darshan[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Aap Ki Khatir[image: External link], co-starring Akshaye Khanna[image: External link], Ameesha Patel[image: External link] and Dino Morea[image: External link]. Neither the film nor Chopra's performance were well received.[65] Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com stated that Chopra's portrayal of Anu was "erratically sketched" and that her character was never consistent: "first flaky, then cool, and later, sensitive".[66]

Chopra's final release of 2006 was Farhan Akhtar[image: External link]'s action-thriller Don[image: External link] (a remake of the 1978 film of the same name[image: External link]), with Shah Rukh Khan[image: External link]. Chopra portrayed Roma (played by Zeenat Aman[image: External link] in the original film), who joins the underworld to avenge Don for killing her brother. Chopra received martial-arts training for her role in the movie, and performed her own stunts.[67] The film was declared a box-office success in India and overseas, with revenues of ₹1.05 billion (US$16 million).[50] Raja Sen of Rediff.com found Chopra to be film's "big surprise"; he believed that Chopra convincingly portrayed Roma, "looking every bit the competent woman of action" and wrote "This is an actress willing to push herself, and has definite potential for screen magic. Not to mention a great smile."[68]
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 Setbacks and renewed critical success (2007–2008)




In 2007, Chopra had two leading roles. Her first film was Nikhil Advani[image: External link]'s Salaam-e-Ishq: A Tribute to Love[image: External link], a romantic comedy in six chapters with an ensemble cast[image: External link]. She was featured opposite Salman Khan in the first chapter as Kamini, an item girl[image: External link] and aspiring actress who tries to land the lead role in a Karan Johar[image: External link] film with a publicity gimmick.[69] Film critic Sukanya Verma praised her flair for comedy, especially her impressions of Meena Kumari[image: External link], Nargis[image: External link] and Madhubala[image: External link].[70] Both Salaam-e-Ishq: A Tribute to Love and her next film, Big Brother[image: External link], proved unsuccessful at the domestic box-office.[65]

In 2008, Chopra starred opposite Harman Baweja[image: External link] in his father's[image: External link] Love Story 2050[image: External link]. Chopra played a double role, so she coloured her hair twice; once red to portray the girl from the future and then black for the girl of the past.[71] Her performance was poorly received; Rajeev Masand[image: External link] was unimpressed with Chopra's chemistry with her co-star, remarking that her character "fails to inspire either affection or sympathy".[72] She next appeared in the comedy God Tussi Great Ho[image: External link], portraying a TV anchor opposite Salman Khan, Sohail Khan[image: External link] and Amitabh Bachchan.[73][74] Chopra next starred as a kindergarten teacher in Chamku[image: External link] opposite Bobby Deol[image: External link] and Irrfan Khan[image: External link], and played the role of Sonia in Goldie Behl[image: External link]'s fantasy superhero film Drona[image: External link] opposite Abhishek Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan[image: External link]. Drona, widely criticised for its extensive use of special effects, marked Chopra's sixth film in succession which had failed at both the box-office and critically, although Sukanya Verma of Rediff.com stated that Chopra displayed convincing action heroine skills.[65][75] Critics generally perceived at this time that her career was over.[65]

The string of poorly received films ended when Chopra starred in Madhur Bhandarkar[image: External link]'s Fashion[image: External link], a drama about the Indian fashion industry which followed the lives and careers of several fashion models. She portrayed the ambitious supermodel Meghna Mathur, a role which she initially thought was out of her depth, but after six months' consideration she accepted the role, inspired by Bhandarkar's confidence in her.[76] For the role, Chopra had to gain 6 kilograms (13 lb) and steadily shed the weight during the production as the character progressed in the film. Both the film and her performance received critical acclaim, becoming a major turning point in her career.[49] Rajeev Masand wrote, "Priyanka Chopra turns in a respectable performance, one that will inevitably go down as her best."[77] For her performance, she won several awards, including the National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link], the Filmfare Award for Best Actress[image: External link], the IIFA Award for Best Actress[image: External link], the Screen Award for Best Actress[image: External link], and the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link].[47][78][79] With a worldwide revenue of ₹600 million (US$9 million), Fashion emerged as a commercial success, and was listed by Subhash K. Jha as one of the best films of the decade with women protagonists.[80][81] It was noted for being commercially successful despite being a women-centric[image: External link] film with no male lead.[82] She said in retrospect, "I think actually Fashion kick started ... the process of female dominated films. Today you have so many other films which have done well with female leads."[24]

Chopra's final film of the year was Tarun Mansukhani[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Dostana[image: External link], with Abhishek Bachchan and John Abraham[image: External link]. Set in Miami, the film tells the story of a friendship between her character and two men who pretend to be gay to share an apartment with her. Chopra played a stylish young fashion-magazine editor Neha, who is trying to deal with professional pressures in her life. Produced by Dharma Productions[image: External link], the film was a financial success with worldwide revenues of over ₹860 million (US$13 million).[50] Chopra's performance and look in the film were praised.[83][84]
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 Unconventional roles (2009–2011)




In 2009, Chopra played a feisty Marathi[image: External link] woman named Sweety in Vishal Bhardwaj[image: External link]'s caper[image: External link] thriller Kaminey[image: External link] (co-starring Shahid Kapoor[image: External link]), about twin brothers and the journey in their life linked with the underworld. The film received critical acclaim and became successful at the box-office with the worldwide gross earnings of ₹710 million (US$11 million).[50][83] Nikhat Kazmi[image: External link] of The Times of India thought that Chopra's role completely reinvented her, and Rajeev Masand wrote: "Springing a delightful surprise in a smaller part is [Chopra], who sprinkles her lines with a smattering of fluent Marathi and emerges one of the film's most lovable characters."[85][86] Raja Sen of Rediff.com named Chopra's performance as the best by an actress that year.[87] Her role earned her several awards and nominations, including a second consecutive Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role after Fashion and Best Actress nominations at the Filmfare[image: External link], Screen[image: External link] and IIFA[image: External link] awards.[88][89] Chopra subsequently appeared in Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link]'s romantic comedy What's Your Raashee?[image: External link], based on the novel Kimball Ravenswood by Madhu Rye[image: External link]. The film depicts the story of a US-based Gujrati NRI[image: External link] in search of his soulmate among 12 girls (all played by Chopra) associated with the 12 zodiac[image: External link] signs. She received the Screen Best Actress Award[image: External link] nomination for her performance in the film.[90] She was also considered for inclusion in the Guinness World Records[image: External link] book for being the first film actress to portray 12 distinct characters in one film.[91] Chopra's heavy workload—filming for several productions, travelling for endorsements and performing at live shows (including the Miss India pageant)—took its toll; she fainted during filming, and was admitted to hospital.[92]

In 2010, Chopra starred with Uday Chopra[image: External link] in Jugal Hansraj[image: External link]'s unremarkable romantic comedy Pyaar Impossible![image: External link] as Alisha, a beautiful college girl (and later a working mother) who falls in love with a nerdy boy. Later that year, she co-starred with Ranbir Kapoor[image: External link] in Siddharth Anand[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Anjaana Anjaani[image: External link]. The film, set in New York and Las Vegas, follows the story of two strangers, both trying to commit suicide, who eventually fall in love with each other. The film was a moderate commercial success,[93] and her performance received mixed reviews from critics. Sarita Tanwar of Mid Day[image: External link] wrote, "Priyanka Chopra is at her casual and spontaneous best. She embraces the character completely and makes it totally believable",[94] while Anupama Chopra[image: External link] dismissed her acting as "artificial".[95]

She starred as a femme fatale[image: External link] in her first film of 2011, Vishal Bhardwaj's black comedy 7 Khoon Maaf[image: External link]. Based on the short story "Susanna's Seven Husbands" by Ruskin Bond[image: External link], 7 Khoon Maaf centres on Susanna Anna-Marie Johannes, an Anglo-Indian[image: External link] woman (played by Chopra) who murders her seven husbands in an unending quest for love. The film and her performance received acclaim from critics. Nikhat Kazmi remarked, "7 Khoon Maaf would undoubtedly end up as a milestone in Priyanka Chopra's career graph. The actor displays exquisite command over a complex character that is definitely a first in Indian cinema."[96] Aniruddha Guha of Daily News and Analysis wrote: "Priyanka Chopra takes on a character that most of her contemporaries would shy away from and enacts it in a way that only she possibly can. For a woman with as many shades as Susanna, Chopra gets a crack at a role of a lifetime and she sparkles like never before."[97] Chopra's performance earned her the Filmfare Critics Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and a nomination for the Filmfare Award, IIFA Award, Producers Guild Film Award, and Screen Award for Best Actress.[98]

Chopra's final release of the year saw her reprising her role as Roma in the second installment of the Don[image: External link] franchise, Don 2[image: External link]. Although the film received mixed reviews,[99] Chopra's performance earned positive feedback from critics. According to The Express Tribune[image: External link], "Chopra ... seems to be the perfect choice for an action heroine. As you watch her effortlessly beat up some thugs in the movie, you come to the realisation that she may be the first proper female action hero in Bollywood."[100] Don 2 was a major success in India and overseas, earning over ₹2.06 billion (US$32 million) worldwide.[101][102]
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 Widespread recognition (2012–2014)




Chopra's first film of 2012 was Karan Malhotra[image: External link]'s action drama Agneepath[image: External link], in which she starred with Hrithik Roshan, Sanjay Dutt[image: External link] and Rishi Kapoor[image: External link]. Produced by Karan Johar, the film is a remake of his father's 1990 production of the same name[image: External link]. In one of several accidents to happen during production, Chopra's lehenga[image: External link] (a traditional skirt) caught fire while filming a sequence for an elaborate Ganpati festival[image: External link] song.[103] She featured as Kaali Gawde, Roshan's loquacious love interest in the film. Mayank Shekhar[image: External link] noted how much Chopra stood out in the male-dominated film.[104] Agneepath broke Bollywood's highest opening-day earnings[image: External link] record, and had a worldwide gross of ₹1.93 billion (US$30 million).[101][105] Chopra next co-starred with Shahid Kapoor in Kunal Kohli[image: External link]'s romance, Teri Meri Kahaani[image: External link]. The film relates the stories of three unconnected couples (each played by Kapoor and Chopra), born in different eras. The film opened to mixed reactions from critics, but Chopra's performance was generally well received.[106]

Anurag Basu[image: External link]'s Barfi![image: External link], with Ranbir Kapoor and Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link], was her final appearance of 2012. Set in the 1970s, the film tells the story of three people, two of whom are physically disabled. Chopra played Jhilmil Chatterjee, an autistic woman who falls in love with a deaf, mute man (Kapoor). Rituparno Ghosh[image: External link], an acclaimed director, considered it a "very, very brave" role to accept given how demanding it is for an actor to convincingly portray a woman with autism.[107] To prepare for the role, Chopra visited several mental institutions and spent time with autistic people.[108] The film received rave reviews from film critics[107][109] and was a major commercial success, earning ₹1.75 billion (US$27 million) worldwide.[110] Chopra received unanimous praise for her portrayal, which several reviewers regarded as her best performance at that time.[111] The Indo-Asian News Service[image: External link] review said, "Priyanka Chopra as the autistic Jhilmil steals the show from Ranbir, if that's possible. Her inherent glamorous personality simply disappears into her character. We don't see the actress on screen at all! We see only Jhilmil who reminds us in a very pleasant way of Sridevi[image: External link] in Sadma[image: External link]. This is one of the most flawless interpretations of a physical-psychological disability seen on celluloid."[112] Pratim D. Gupta[image: External link] of The Telegraph[image: External link] noted Ranbir and Priyanka turn in two of the finest performances seen on the Indian screen.[113] Chopra received Best Actress nominations at the Filmfare, Screen, IIFA and Producers Guild Film Awards.[98] The film was chosen as India's entry[image: External link] for the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link].[114] Don 2, Agneepath and Barfi! rank among the highest grossing Bollywood films of all time[image: External link].[101]

In 2013, she lent her voice to the character of Ishani, the reigning Pan-Asian champion from India and the love interest of the main protagonist in the Disney Animation Studios[image: External link]'s film Planes[image: External link], a spinoff of Pixar[image: External link]'s Cars franchise[image: External link]. Chopra, a fan of Disney films, had fun voicing the character saying "The closest I could come to being a Disney princess[image: External link], I think, was Ishani".[115] The film was a commercial success, grossing approximately US$240 million worldwide.[116] She played an NRI girl in the Apoorva Lakhia[image: External link]'s bilingual action drama Zanjeer[image: External link] (Thoofan in Telugu), a remake of the 1973 Hindi film of the same name[image: External link], which met with poor reactions from critics and was unsuccessful at the box office.[117][118] Chopra next reprised her role of Priya in Rakesh Roshan's Krrish 3[image: External link]—a sequel to the 2006 superhero film Krrish—with Hrithik Roshan, Vivek Oberoi[image: External link] and Kangana Ranaut[image: External link]. The film earned positive reviews though critics opined that Chopra's role in the film was small. Writing for Daily News and Analysis, Sarita A Tanwar commented that "Priyanka is saddled with a role that doesn't do her justice. She deserved a meatier role."[119] The feature became a box office success, earning over ₹3 billion (US$47 million) worldwide, to become Chopra's biggest commercial success till date and her fourth major hit in the last two years.[120][121] She also appeared in an item number titled "Ram Chahe Leela[image: External link]" for Sanjay Leela Bhansali[image: External link]'s Goliyon Ki Rasleela Ram-Leela[image: External link]. The song, which took four days to rehearse, saw Chopra execute a contemporary mujra[image: External link], that incorporated complicated dance steps.[122]

In 2014, Chopra played the lead female role in Yash Raj Films[image: External link]'s romantic action drama Gunday[image: External link] directed by Ali Abbas Zafar[image: External link], alongside Ranveer Singh[image: External link], Arjun Kapoor[image: External link] and Irrfan Khan. She portrayed Nandita, a cabaret[image: External link] dancer in Calcutta. Set in the 1970s, the film tells the story of two best friends, who fall in love with Chopra's character. Gunday proved to be a box-office success, grossing over ₹1 billion (US$16 million) worldwide.[123] She next featured in Mary Kom[image: External link], a biographical film of the five time world boxing champion[image: External link] and Olympic bronze medalist Mary Kom[image: External link].[124] To prepare for the role, she spent time with Kom and received four months of boxing training.[125] The film premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link], received positive reviews from critics, and her performance received critical acclaim.[126][127] Namrata Joshi from Outlook[image: External link] felt that Chopra's sincere and earnest performance brings out Kom's "determination as well as her vulnerabilities, and insecurities", and Indo-Asian News Service[image: External link] wrote "Priyanka expresses every shade of her character with a pitch-perfect bravado. The actress controls curbs and quantifies every component of her character's personality without losing that basic element of spontaneity."[128][129] Mary Kom emerged as a major commercial success, with revenues of ₹1.04 billion (US$16 million) at the box-office.[130][131] Chopra won the Screen Award[image: External link] for Best Actress[image: External link], the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role, and received another nomination for the Filmfare Award for Best Actress.[132][133]
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 Recent work (2015–present)




In 2015, Chopra starred in Zoya Akhtar[image: External link]'s Dil Dhadakne Do[image: External link], an ensemble comedy-drama alongside Anil Kapoor[image: External link], Shefali Shah[image: External link], Ranveer Singh, Anushka Sharma[image: External link] and Farhan Akhtar. The film tells the story of a dysfunctional Punjabi family (the Mehras), who invite their family and friends on a cruise trip to celebrate the parents' 30th wedding anniversary. She portrayed the role of Ayesha Mehra, a successful entrepreneur and the eldest child. Both the film and her performance attracted positive reviews. Pratim D. Gupta from The Telegraph considered Chopra to be one of the winners of the film and wrote "From the propah body language to the measured speech [...] shows the kind of depth she is able to bring to her lines and characters these days.[134] Rajiv Vijayakar of India-West[image: External link] wrote, "Topping the [ensemble cast] is the nuanced, magnificent work of Priyanka Chopra as Ayesha. Her tiny expressions and nuances, as well as her vocal inflections truly bring her character alive."[135] The cast of Dil Dhadakne Do won the Screen Award for Best Ensemble Cast[image: External link], and Chopra was nominated for a Screen Award, IIFA Award, and Producers Guild Film Award[image: External link] for Best Actress.[136][137]

Chopra signed a talent holding deal with ABC Studios and was later cast in the American thriller series Quantico as the character Alex Parrish.[138][139][140] The series premiered on 27 September 2015 on ABC, making Chopra the first South Asian to headline an American network series.[141] The series received positive reviews from television critics and Chopra was praised for her performance.[142][143] James Poniewozik[image: External link] of The New York Times described Chopra as the "strongest human asset" of the show, and added that "she is immediately charismatic and commanding."[144] She received the People's Choice Award[image: External link] for "Favourite Actress In A New TV Series" for her role in Quantico, becoming the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award.[145] The following year, Chopra won a second People's Choice Award for "Favorite Dramatic TV Actress".[146]

Chopra next portrayed Kashibai[image: External link], the first wife of the maratha[image: External link] general Peshwa[image: External link] Bajirao I[image: External link], in Sanjay Leela Bhansali's epic historical romance drama Bajirao Mastani[image: External link]. The feature opened to positive reviews, and Chopra received praise for her portrayal which several reviewers regarded as her best performance to date.[147] Rajeev Masand wrote "the film benefits from a nice touch of playfulness and humor in Priyanka Chopra’s Kashibai. Chopra brings grace to the character, and practically steals the film."[148] Film critic Raja Sen thought that Chopra, despite not being in the title role, owned the film, and wrote "Chopra's terrific in the part, her intelligently expressive eyes speaking volumes and her no-nonsense Marathi rhythm bang-on."[149] A major commercial success, Bajirao Mastani grossed ₹3.5 billion (US$54 million) at the box-office, becoming one of the highest-grossing Indian films of all time.[150] For her performance, she won the Filmfare Award[image: External link], IIFA Award[image: External link], and Screen Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress.[136][151] She also received a nomination for the Producers Guild Film Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role.[137]

In 2016, Chopra starred as a police officer in Prakash Jha[image: External link]'s social drama Jai Gangaajal[image: External link].[152] She next produced the Marathi[image: External link] comedy-drama Ventilator[image: External link] under her production company Purple Pebble Pictures[image: External link]. The film received critical acclaim and performed well at the box office.[153] The film went on to win three awards at the 64th National Film Awards[image: External link].[154]

In 2017, Chopra made her Hollywood live-action film debut by playing the antagonist Vitoria Leeds in Seth Gordon[image: External link]'s action comedy Baywatch[image: External link] opposite Dwayne Johnson[image: External link] and Zac Efron[image: External link]. The feature received unfavorable reviews.[155] Scott Mendelson of Forbes[image: External link] wrote "Chopra has fun as the baddie, but she stays in the background until the end of the movie and really only gets one big scene at the end of the picture."[156] While IGN[image: External link] declared Chopra as the highlight of the film, noting she "outshines pretty much anyone she’s in a scene with" and wrote "Chopra’s engaging and interesting and is the only character that speaks with any kind of distinctive cadence."[157]
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 Upcoming projects




Chopra has several projects at the various stages of production. She is producing over a dozen regional films in various languages under her production company.[158][159][160] She has also signed Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury[image: External link] to direct a Hindi film starring her for her company.[161] Additionally, she will portray astronaut Kalpana Chawla[image: External link] in Viacom 18 Motion Pictures[image: External link]'s untitled biopic and writer-poetess Amrita Pritam[image: External link] in Bhansali's Gustakhiyan.[162][163] In May 2017, Deadline reported that she had entered negotiations to star alongside Jim Parsons[image: External link], Claire Danes[image: External link] and Octavia Spencer[image: External link] in a film adaptation of Daniel Pearle's play A Kid Like Jake, directed by Silas Howard[image: External link].[164] Chopra will also star in Todd Strauss-Schulson[image: External link]'s romantic comedy Isn't It Romantic opposite Liam Hemsworth[image: External link], Rebel Wilson[image: External link] and Adam DeVine[image: External link].[165]
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 Music career




Chopra's main vocal influence was her father, who she said was "an incredible singer", and helped develop her interest in singing.[166][167] She used her vocal talent early in her pageantry career.[168] Her first recording, the song "Ullathai Killathe" in the Tamil film Thamizhan (2002), was made at the urging of her director and co-star, Vijay (who had noticed her singing on the set).[169] She declined to sing playback[image: External link] for "Tinka Tinka" in her film Karam (2005), preferring to concentrate on her acting career, but later sang the song live on the television programme Sa Re Ga Ma Pa[image: External link].[170] Chopra recorded an unreleased song for Bluffmaster! (2005).[171] In August 2011, Universal Music Group[image: External link] signed Chopra to a worldwide recording agreement with DesiHits[image: External link]. The deal indicated that her first studio album would be released by Interscope Records[image: External link] in North America and by Island Records[image: External link] elsewhere.[172]

In July 2012, Chopra became the first Bollywood star signed by Creative Artists Agency[image: External link], an entertainment and sports agency based in Los Angeles.[173] Travelling to the United States to work on her album, Chopra collaborated with Sam Watters[image: External link], Matthew Koma and Jay Sean[image: External link]. The album will be produced by RedOne[image: External link].[174][175] Her first single, "In My City[image: External link]", debuted in the US on 13 September 2012 in a TV spot for the NFL Network[image: External link]'s Thursday Night Football[image: External link], 12 hours after the full song debuted in India;[176] a shortened version of the song was used to open each show of the season. "In My City" features rapper will.i.am[image: External link]; according to Chopra, a co-writer,[175] the song was inspired by her unsettled childhood and her journey from a small-town girl to a celebrity.[11] "In My City" trended at number one on Twitter several minutes after release.[177] The song received mixed reviews from critics, and was a commercial success in India; it sold more than 130,000 copies in its first week, topped the Hindi pop chart and was certified triple platinum[image: External link].[175][178] In the United States the single was unsuccessful, with 5,000 digital downloads in its first week according to Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link], and did not receive radio play.[175] In October 2012, the single won her the Best International Debut award at the People's Choice Awards India[image: External link].[179] In December 2012, she received three nominations: Best Female Artist, Best Song and Best Video (for "In My City") at the World Music Awards[image: External link].[180] She also received the Trailblazer Award from the South Asian Media, Marketing and Entertainment Association for becoming the first Bollywood actor to win a major record deal in the U.S.[4] Chopra was also a featured artist on "Erase", an EDM[image: External link] song produced by the American DJ and producer duo The Chainsmokers[image: External link].[181][182]

In July 2013, Chopra released her second single " Exotic[image: External link]" featuring American rapper Pitbull[image: External link], along with its music video.[183][184][185] "Exotic" debuted at number 16 on the Billboard Dance/Electronic Songs[image: External link] and number 11 on the Dance/Electronic Digital Songs[image: External link] chart in the 27 July 2013 issue.[186] The single also entered at number 74 on the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] chart. "Exotic" debuted at number 44 on the Billboard Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] chart and peaked at number 12.[187] Her third single, a cover of Bonnie Raitt[image: External link]'s "I Can't Make You Love Me[image: External link]" was released in April 2014.[188] The song's accompanying video was released around the same time.[189] The song peaked at number 28 on the Billboard Hot Dance/Electronic Songs chart.[190]

Chopra's first song as a playback singer in Bollywood was "Chaoro", a lullaby[image: External link] from Mary Kom (2014).[191] In 2015, she sang the title song, a duet with Farhan Akhtar, for Dil Dhadakne Do.[192] She recorded a promotional song for Ventilator (2016), making her Marathi language[image: External link] playback singing debut with "Baba".[193]
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 Philanthropy




Chopra supports various causes related to the girl child through her foundation "The Priyanka Chopra Foundation for Health and Education", which works towards providing support to unprivileged children across the country in the areas of Education and Health.[194] She donates ten percent of her earnings to fund the foundation’s operations, and pays for educational and medical expenses for seventy children in India, fifty among whom are girls.[195] She often speaks out on women's issues: against female infanticide[image: External link] and foeticide[image: External link], and in support of education for girls[image: External link].[196] A believer in feminism[image: External link], Chopra has always been vocal about women's rights[image: External link], gender equality[image: External link], and gender pay inequality[image: External link].[197][198][199] In 2006, a "day with Chopra" was auctioned on eBay; the proceeds were donated to an NGO, Nanhi Kali, which helps educate girls in India.[200] She has made appearances in support of other charities, such as the 2005 HELP! Telethon Concert to raise funds for the victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake[image: External link].[201]

She has worked with UNICEF[image: External link] since 2006, recording public-service announcements and participating in media panel discussions promoting children's rights and the education of girls, and also participated in celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.[202] She was appointed as the national UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador[image: External link] for Child Rights on 10 August 2010.[203][204] UNICEF Representative Karin Hulshof said of the appointment: "She is equally passionate about her work on behalf of children and adolescents. We are proud of the work she has done with us so far on child rights, and, we are thrilled about all what we will be doing together so that no child gets left behind."[205] In 2009, she shot a documentary for the organisation Alert India to increase understanding of leprosy[image: External link].[206] She modelled for designer Manish Malhotra[image: External link] and Shaina NC[image: External link]'s charity fashion show to raise funds for the Cancer Patients Aid Association (CPAA) NGO.[207] In 2010 Chopra was one of several celebrities who created promotional messages for Pearls Wave Trust, which campaigns against violence and abuse of women and girls.[208] Chopra also launched the "Save the Girl Child" campaign, which aims to change the attitudes of Indians towards girls.[209] In 2012 Chopra spoke at the launch of Awakening Youth, an anti-addiction programme.[210]

Chopra is a supporter of environmental charities and is brand ambassador for NDTV[image: External link] Greenathon[image: External link], an initiative to support eco-friendliness and provide solar power to rural villages without electricity supplies.[211] She appeared with children in an animated video to support the cause,[212] and removed rubbish from the banks of the Yamuna river[image: External link] in Agra[image: External link] to increase awareness of environmental issues.[213] During the third and fourth editions of Greenathon, She adopted up to seven villages to provide with a regular supply of electricity.[214][215] She adopted a tigress in 2011 and a lioness in 2012 at the Birsa biological park[image: External link], paying for both animals' upkeep for a year.[216] To promote organ donation, Chopra pledged to donate her own organs after death and was co-keynote speaker at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center[image: External link]'s Bollywood-themed 20th-anniversary celebration of its liver-transplant programme in 2012.[217][218]

She donated ₹5 million (US$78,000) to Nanavati hospital[image: External link] to build a cancer ward. The ward, which is named after her late father, was inaugurated by her in 2013.[219] The same year, she provided voice-over in English and Hindi for the documentary film Girl Rising[image: External link] for the organisation of the same name[image: External link].[220] She was invited as one of the speakers alongside Gordon Brown[image: External link], Steve Wozniak[image: External link], Bill Clinton[image: External link], and Charlie Baker[image: External link] for the 50th anniversary of the World Leaders Conference at the Hynes Convention Center[image: External link], Boston. She spoke about women empowerment[image: External link] through education, discussing inequality and the challenges of education for women, and received a standing ovation for her speech.[221] Chopra also lent her voice to a music video of John Lennon[image: External link]'s " Imagine[image: External link]". The video featuring her along with other singers, including Katy Perry[image: External link], and The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link] was created as part of a global campaign by UNICEF[image: External link] to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child[image: External link].[222] Indian prime minister Narendra Modi[image: External link] selected Chopra as one of his nine nominees called "Navratna" in 2014 for the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan[image: External link], a national cleanliness campaign by the Government of India[image: External link].[223] She lent her support to the campaign by cleaning and rehabilitating a garbage-laden neighbourhood in Mumbai, and urged people to maintain the cleanliness.[224] In 2015, she voiced People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA's) life-size robotic elephant named "Ellie", who visited schools across the United States and Europe to educate kids about elephants and captivity, and to urge people to boycott circuses.[225] Chopra was appointed as the global UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in December 2016.[226]
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 Other work
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 Television presenting and stage performances




In 2007, Chopra was on the judges' panel of the Miss India pageant. She stated, "Miss India will always remain special. That's where it all started for me. And maybe that's where it would've ended if I hadn't won the crown."[227] She also served as a judge at Miss World 2009[image: External link].[228][229] In 2010, she hosted the third season of the reality show Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi[image: External link] on the Colors[image: External link] channel, taking over from previous host Akshay Kumar.[230] According to contestants, in hosting the series, Chopra had "transformed into quite a whip-wielding dictator", relentlessly pushing the contestants to work.[230] She performed most of her own stunts, adamant to prove that she could rival Akshay Kumar, who had hosted the previous two seasons.[230] The opening ratings of the show topped those of the two previous seasons.[231] The show was praised by critics, and earned her the Indian Telly Award[image: External link] for Most Impactful Debut on Television.[232][233] She visited Jawan[image: External link] troops in Tenga[image: External link], in eastern India, for a special episode of the NDTV show Jai Jawan celebrating the 60th anniversary of India's independence.[234] In February 2016, Chopra presented the award for Best Film Editing[image: External link] at the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link].[235]

Chopra has participated in a number of world tours and concerts. She took part in a world concert tour, "Temptations 2004", and performed with other Bollywood actors (including Shah Rukh Khan, Saif Ali Khan[image: External link], Rani Mukerji[image: External link], Preity Zinta and Arjun Rampal[image: External link]) in 19 stage shows.[236] In 2011, she participated (with Shahid Kapoor and Shah Rukh Khan) in a concert in Durban[image: External link], South Africa celebrating 150 years of India–South Africa friendship.[237] In 2012, she performed at M. A. Chidambaram Stadium[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link] in the opening ceremony[image: External link] of the fifth season[image: External link] of cricket's Indian Premier League[image: External link] with Amitabh Bachchan, Salman Khan, Kareena Kapoor and Katy Perry.[238] The same year, she performed at Dubai Festival City[image: External link]'s Ahlan Bollywood Concert with other Bollywood stars such as Salman Khan and Sophie Choudry[image: External link].[239]
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 Column writing




Chopra began writing an opinion column, "The Priyanka Chopra Column", for the Hindustan Times in 2009. She wrote a total of fifty columns for the newspaper. She said after her first year of writing: "I'm a private person and never thought that I could express my feelings. But strangely enough, whenever I sat down to write this column, my inner most thoughts came to the fore."[240] In March 2009, she met several readers who had submitted feedback on her weekly column.[241] She continued to write sporadically for newspapers. In August 2012 she wrote a column published in The Times of India[image: External link] titled "No woman in Mumbai feels safe any longer", discussing the murder of 25-year-old Pallavi Purkayastha,[242] whom she met while working on Don.[24] In the article, Chopra expressed her views about the safety of women in cities. She wrote: "The magnitude of this crime can perhaps only truly be understood by a woman. It has much larger ramifications. We can't allow this to happen. We have to, in whichever way we can, ensure that what happened with Pallavi does not happen again. We need to remind ourselves that we women today are a vital contributor to the growth of the new India."[242]

In a July 2014 article published in The Guardian[image: External link], she criticised female genital mutilation[image: External link] and child marriage[image: External link]. She wrote: "These practices violate the fundamental rights of girls and women, and hold back social and economic development that would benefit children, communities and countries. Child marriage and FGM destroy childhoods, disrupt schooling, leave girls at higher risk of dying from pregnancy-related causes, and contribute to a cycle of poverty."[243] In December 2014, Chopra wrote an op-ed for The New York Times titled "What Jane Austen[image: External link] Knew" about the importance of education for girls. She praised and quoted Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] winners Malala Yousafzai[image: External link] and Kailash Satyarthi[image: External link], and described how her desire to help others was triggered when, at just nine years old, she joined her parents while they volunteered their spare time to offer modern health care to the rural poor.[244] In late 2014, Chopra began writing a monthly column, "Pret-a-Priyanka", for " Elle.com[image: External link]". In an article published in January 2015, she expressed her views on diversity and being a global citizen.[245]
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 In the media




Chopra has been described by the critics as one of the most talented actresses in Bollywood.[246] Analysing Chopra's career highlights, Bollywood Hungama[image: External link] noted: "Despite a career that has seen a constant flip-flop  [...] the performer in her has seen a constant growth with every passing year."[48] After playing strong characters in a series of films, she gained recognition for her versatility in portraying a range of unconventional roles, leading CNN-IBN[image: External link] to describe her "as one of the most powerful actresses in the current lot and someone who doesn't shy away from experimenting with roles within the realms of popular cinema".[246][247] The Times of India[image: External link] called her a "game changer" and added that she "made the age-old demarcation between a hero and heroine redundant and one can easily describe her as a Shero".[248] In 2012, film critic Subhash K. Jha labelled her "the best actress in the post-Sridevi generation" and listed her character in Barfi! as being "one of the finest inwardly ravaged characters in Bollywood."[249] Chopra has often featured on Rediff.com's annual listing of "Bollywood's Best Actresses", and was featured in their list of "Top 10 Actresses of 2000–2010".[87][250][251][252][253]

Chopra is one of the highest-paid and most popular and high-profile celebrities in India.[3][254][255] She is described as a sex symbol and a style icon.[256] Her figure, eyes, lips and exotic looks have been cited by the media as her distinctive physical features.[257][258][259] Designers Falguni and Shane Peacock wrote, "She is comfortable in her own skin and looks ravishing in whatever she wears, be it a bikini, short or long dress or even a sari[image: External link]."[260] She ranks high on lists of the most beautiful, influential, powerful, and attractive celebrities in the World. In 2006, 2012, 2014 and 2015, the UK magazine Eastern Eye[image: External link] ranked her first on their "World's Sexiest Asian Women" list,[261][262] and she was featured on Verve[image: External link]'s list of most powerful women in 2009 and 2010.[263][264] She was named "India's Best-Dressed Woman of the Year" by People in 2011, and Maxim[image: External link] selected her thrice (2011, 2013 and 2016) as "Hottest Girl of the Year".[4] In 2012, she was declared the most influential Indian on the social-media circuit in a survey conducted by Pinstorm[image: External link].[265] In 2015, People[image: External link] featured her as one of the "Most Intriguing People of the Year[image: External link]".[266] In 2016, Time[image: External link] named her one of the "100 Most Influential People in the World[image: External link]" and also featured on the cover of the issue.[267] The same year, she was ranked fourth on AskMen[image: External link]'s Top 99 Women and Forbes[image: External link] named her the World's eight-highest-paid TV actress.[268][254] In 2017, Buzznet[image: External link] named her World's second "Most Beautiful Women", only after Beyonce[image: External link].[269] Chopra was also named one of People magazine's Most Beautiful Women in the World[image: External link] in 2017.[270]

Chopra was declared queen of brand endorsements in India, ranking second in on the list of brand ambassadors[image: External link] of 2008 (only after Shah Rukh Khan) in a survey conducted by TAM AdEx[image: External link].[271] The following year, she was named "India's top brand endorser" by the same agency, becoming the first woman to top the endorsement charts in India.[49][272] Manish Porwal of Alchemist Talent Solutions said in 2012 that Chopra was a stable and dependable brand endorser, and many brands renewed their contract with her.[49] Chopra has represented many brands, including TAG Heuer[image: External link], Pepsi[image: External link], Nokia[image: External link], Garnier[image: External link] and Nestlé[image: External link]; she was the first female representative of Hero Honda[image: External link].[49][273] She and three other Bollywood actors (Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol and Hrithik Roshan) had their likenesses made into a series of miniature dolls for Hasbro[image: External link] and the UK-based Bollywood Legends Corporation.[274] In 2009, Chopra became the first Indian actress to cast a foot impression at the Salvatore Ferragamo Museum[image: External link] in Florence, Italy, and she received custom-designed shoes from the Ferragamo house.[3] In 2013, she became the first Indian model to represent Guess[image: External link], whose CEO Paul Marciano[image: External link] called her "the young Sophia Loren[image: External link]".[275] The actress became the first Indian actress to feature in a school textbook. Her life is described in a chapter of Roving Families, Shifting Homes, a book taught at Springdales School[image: External link]. The book also includes pictures of her family and the moment she was crowned Miss World in 2000.[276]

Chopra is particularly known in the Indian media and film industry for her professionalism[277] and is often referred to as "Piggy Chops", a nickname given her by co-stars on the set of Bluffmaster! in 2005.[278] She is popularly referred to by the media and the film industry as "PeeCee" or simply "PC".[279][280] Although she is known for her media-friendly attitude, Chopra is reticent to discuss details of her personal life in public.[24] She has had a Twitter[image: External link] account since January 2009, and is one of the most followed Indian actresses on the platform.[49] In 2015, Chopra appeared in The Huffington Post[image: External link]'s "100 Most Influential Women on Twitter" list, where she was named the most influential Indian woman on Twitter.[281]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Priyanka Chopra[image: External link]


Chopra has won a National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for Fashion (2008)[78] and five Filmfare Awards: Best Female Debut[image: External link] for Andaaz (2003), Best Performance in a Negative Role[image: External link] for Aitraaz (2004), Best Actress[image: External link] for Fashion[47] (2008), Critics Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for 7 Khoon Maaf (2011), and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Bajirao Mastani (2015).[151] She has also won two People's Choice Awards[image: External link]: "Favourite Actress In A New TV Series", and "Favorite Dramatic TV Actress" for Quantico.[145][146] She is the first South Asian actress to win a People's Choice Award.[145] In 2016, she was awarded the Padma Shri[image: External link], the fourth highest civilian[image: External link] award, by the Government of India for her contribution to arts.[282]
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 Discography





	As lead artist





	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications
	Album



	CAN[image: External link]

[283]
	US

Dance Club[image: External link]

[283]
	US

Dance Elec[image: External link]

[283]



	"In My City[image: External link]"

(featuring will.i.am[image: External link])
	2012
	 —
	 —
	 —
	

	IMI[image: External link]: 3× Platinum[178]




	N/A



	" Exotic[image: External link]"

(featuring Pitbull[image: External link])
	2013
	74
	12
	16
	



	"I Can't Make You Love Me[image: External link]"
	2014
	 —
	 —
	28
	





	As featured artist





	Title
	Year
	Album



	"Erase"

(The Chainsmokers[image: External link] featuring Priyanka Chopra)

	2012
	N/A



	"Meltdown"[284]

(N.A.S.A. featuring Priyanka Chopra & DMX[image: External link])

	2015
	N/A





	Other appearances





	Track
	Year
	Album
	Language



	"Ullathai Killathe"
	2002
	Thamizhan[image: External link]
	Tamil[image: External link]



	"Saajan Saajan"
	2005
	Barsaat[image: External link]
	Hindi



	"Chaoro (Lori)"
	2014
	Mary Kom[image: External link]
	Hindi (Lullaby)



	"Dil Dhadakne Do"
	2015
	Dil Dhadakne Do[image: External link]
	Hindi



	"Need U"(Conversation with Priyanka Chopra)
	2016
	Hard II Love[image: External link]
	English



	"Baba"
	Ventilator[image: External link]
	Marathi[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ At the time, the second place contestant of Femina Miss India[image: External link] was given the title "Miss India World[image: External link]" and sent to the Miss World[image: External link] competition, whereas the first place contestant was sent to Miss Universe[image: External link], and third place to Miss Asia Pacific International.[27][28]
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Josh Hopkins






William Joshua "Josh" Hopkins (born September 12, 1970) is an American[image: External link] actor[image: External link] and amateur musician[image: External link]. Hopkins was born in Lexington, Kentucky[image: External link]. He has participated in many TV series and films. He is the writer and performer of the song "Feigning Interest", a humoristic music video[image: External link] about dating that went viral in 2007. In 2015, he starred in the ABC thriller Quantico as Liam O'Connor.
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Hopkins was born in Lexington, Kentucky[image: External link] on September 12, 1970.
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 Career




Hopkins joined the fourth, and the last season, of New York Undercover[image: External link] in 1998. In 1999 Hopkins starred in Alanis Morissette[image: External link]'s " Unsent[image: External link]" music video. Hopkins portrayed Paul Allen[image: External link] in the 1999 film Pirates of Silicon Valley[image: External link], and Raymond Milbury on the television series Ally McBeal[image: External link] (2001 to 2002). He portrayed womanizer Charlie Babcock on the television series Pepper Dennis[image: External link] (2006). He later worked with his former Ally McBeal co-star Calista Flockhart[image: External link] when he had a recurring role on Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]. He also had a semi regular role as Peter Manning[image: External link] on the cancelled Fox[image: External link] drama Vanished[image: External link] (2006).

In 2005, Hopkins guest starred on Fox's hit show Bones[image: External link] as Temperance Brennan[image: External link]'s former professor and lover, Michael Stires, in the episode "The Girl in the Fridge[image: External link]". Hopkins has also guest starred in CSI: Miami[image: External link]. Season 1 of the CBS series Cold Case[image: External link] saw Hopkins play the role of Assistant District Attorney Jason Kite. The show was especially noted for the on-screen chemistry between Hopkins' character and the character of Detective Lilly Rush, played by Kathryn Morris[image: External link].

Hopkins starred in the 2008 CBS[image: External link] summer drama Swingtown[image: External link] as Roger Thompson. The series was originally intended for the Fall 2007 season, but was postponed due to the writer's strike. It has sparked some controversy for its portrayal of 1970s culture, including open marriage[image: External link] and key parties[image: External link].

In 2009, Hopkins appeared as Dr. Noah Barnes in season 2 of ABC's Private Practice[image: External link]. He went on to play the character Grayson Ellis on the sitcom Cougar Town[image: External link], which premiered September 23, 2009 on ABC and later moved to TBS[image: External link]. In 2015, Hopkins joined the main cast for Quantico playing the role of Liam O'Connor, a seasoned FBI agent working in the academy.

BuddyTV[image: External link] ranked him #73 on its list of "TV's Sexiest Men of 2011".[1]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Parallel Sons[image: External link]
	Marty
	



	1996
	Paulie
	
	Short film



	1997
	Stick Up
	Hap
	Short film



	1997
	G.I. Jane[image: External link]
	Flea
	



	2000
	Love & Sex[image: External link]
	Joey Santino
	



	2000
	Auto Motives
	Nigel
	Short film



	2000
	The Perfect Storm[image: External link]
	Capt. Darryl Ennis
	



	2001
	One Eyed King[image: External link]
	Chuck
	



	2002
	Chicken Party
	Actor/Cop
	Short film



	2005
	Show & Tell
	Officer Henderson
	Short film



	2007
	The Insatiable[image: External link]
	Chet
	



	2008
	Pretty Ugly People[image: External link]
	George
	



	2008
	The Spirit of '76: The Making of Swingtown
	Roger Thompson
	Short film



	2008
	Have a Nice Revolution: Sex & Morality in 1970's America
	Roger Thompson
	Short film



	2010
	Lebanon, Pa.
	Will
	



	2012
	2nd Serve
	Owen Match
	



	2014
	Kelly & Cal
	Josh
	



	2014
	Get on Up[image: External link]
	Ralph Bass[image: External link]
	



	2014
	The Opposite Sex[image: External link]
	Kenny
	



	2014
	Car Dogs
	Mike Reynolds
	Post-production
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Ken Soames
	1 episode: "Atonement"



	1998–99
	New York Undercover[image: External link]
	Detective Alec Stone
	Main cast (Season 4)

13 episodes



	1998
	Silencing Mary[image: External link]
	Clay Roberts
	TV Movie



	1999
	Pirates of Silicon Valley[image: External link]
	Paul Allen
	TV Movie



	1999–2001
	Jack & Jill[image: External link]
	Matt Prophet
	9 episodes



	2001
	Kate Brasher[image: External link]
	Officer Tony Giordano
	2 episodes: "Kate", "Georgia"



	2001–02
	Ally McBeal[image: External link]
	Raymond Millbury
	Main cast (season 5)

22 episodes



	2002
	Friends[image: External link]
	Singer in Monica & Chandlers wedding
	1 episode: "The One After 'I Do'"



	2003–2006
	Cold Case[image: External link]
	Assistant D.A. Kite
	10 episodes



	2003
	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Special Agent Tim Donnovan
	1 episode: "Loss"



	2004
	NYPD 2069
	Alex Franco/Alex Bolander
	TV Movie



	2004
	North Shore[image: External link]
	Morgan Holt
	4 episodes



	2005
	Global Frequency[image: External link]
	Sean Flynn
	Pilot



	2005
	Bones[image: External link]
	Michael Stires
	1 episode: "The Girl in the Fridge[image: External link]"



	2006
	Surrender Dorothy
	Peter
	TV Movie



	2006
	Vanished[image: External link]
	Peter Manning
	Recurring cast

8 episodes



	2006
	Pepper Dennis[image: External link]
	Charlie Babcock
	Main cast

13 episodes



	2006
	Brothers and Sisters[image: External link]
	Warren Salter
	9 episodes



	2007
	Ghost Whisperer[image: External link]
	Shane Carson
	1 episode: "No Safe Place"



	2008
	Swingtown[image: External link]
	Roger Thompson
	Main cast

13 episodes



	2009
	12 Men of Christmas[image: External link]
	Will Albrecht
	TV Movie



	2009
	Pushing Daisies[image: External link]
	Shane Trickle
	1 episode: "Kerplunk"



	2009
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Mark Gantry
	2 episodes: "And They're Offed", "Wolfe in Sheep's Clothing"



	2009
	Private Practice[image: External link]
	Dr. Noah Barnes
	5 episodes



	2009–2015
	Cougar Town[image: External link]
	Grayson Ellis
	Main cast

102 episodes



	2011
	Castle[image: External link]
	Police Officer
	1 episode: "Demons"



	2012
	In Plain Sight[image: External link]
	Kenny
	2 episodes: "Drag Me to Hell", "All's Well That Ends"



	2012
	Hot in Cleveland[image: External link]
	Waiter
	1 episode: "Love is Blind"

Uncredited



	2012
	Men at Work[image: External link]
	Ryan
	
1 episode: "Toilet at Work"
(End credits have character name listed as Rick, although in the show they called him Ryan)





	2013
	The Client List[image: External link]
	Dylan
	1 episode: "I Ain't Broke But I'm Badly Bent"



	2014
	Undateable[image: External link]
	Julius
	1 episode: "The Julius Effect"



	2014
	Northpole[image: External link]
	Ryan
	TV Movie



	2015–2016
	Quantico
	Liam O'Connor
	Main cast
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Jake McLaughlin






Jacob Adam "Jake" McLaughlin (born October 7, 1982) is an American[image: External link] actor. He is most famous for playing Gordon Bonner in Paul Haggis[image: External link]'s In the Valley of Elah[image: External link]. McLaughlin starred as Tate in the short lived spring 2014 NBC[image: External link] series Believe[image: External link]. He is currently co-starring as Ryan Booth in the ABC thriller Quantico.
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Jake McLaughlin is the son of John P. McLaughlin and Rebecca Kay De Victoria. He attended Notre Dame Catholic School and Chico High School[image: External link] in Chico, California[image: External link]. He moved to Southern California[image: External link] and obtained a GED[image: External link] from North Hollywood High[image: External link].[1]

McLaughlin joined the U.S. Army[image: External link] in 2002. He was part of the 3rd Infantry Division[image: External link]. His unit was one of the first to enter Baghdad[image: External link]. NBC reporter David Bloom[image: External link] died while embedded with McLaughlin's unit.[2] He served in Iraq[image: External link] for four years but was critically injured.[3] For his efforts, he was awarded the Army Commendation Medal[image: External link], Combat Infantry Badge[image: External link], Global War on Terrorism Service Medal[image: External link], Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal[image: External link], Army Good Conduct Medal[image: External link] and the Army Achievement Medal[image: External link] fourtimes for his service during Operation Iraqi Freedom[image: External link]. He was featured in Soldier of Fortune[image: External link] magazine. He is mentioned in David Zucchino's 2004 book Thunder Run.
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 Acting career




After leaving the military, McLaughlin worked on a crab boat in Oregon and as a security guard at Universal Studios[image: External link]. He was living in Chico, California[image: External link], doing concrete work and had only $200 in his checking account when he heard about the casting session for Paul Haggis[image: External link]'s In the Valley of Elah[image: External link].[1] Being a former dismount infantry S.A.W. gunner in Iraq in real life, he thought he would read for the role after hearing that Haggis was auditioning actual vets for several parts.[4]

After the success of his first movie, McLaughlin made cameo appearances[image: External link] in movies such as The Day the Earth Stood Still[image: External link] and Cloverfield[image: External link]. He appeared in episodes of The Unit[image: External link] and CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]. He got his first major role on TV in 2009, when he was cast in the television remake[image: External link] of the Oscar-winning film, Crash[image: External link]. In the following years he made many appearances on television. In 2011, he was cast in Warrior[image: External link] which was followed by a supporting role in Safe House[image: External link].

In February 2013, McLaughlin was cast as the male lead in Believe[image: External link], a television pilot[image: External link] by Alfonso Cuarón[image: External link][5] which was picked to series in May 2013.[6] The show premiered on NBC in March 2014.

In March 2015, he was cast in the television pilot[image: External link], Quantico[7] which was picked to series in May.[8]
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In 2004, McLaughlin married Stephanie McLaughlin.[9] They have four children.[10]
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	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	In the Valley of Elah[image: External link]
	Specialist Gordon Bonner
	



	2008
	Cloverfield[image: External link]
	Helicopter Pilot
	



	2008
	The Day The Earth Stood Still[image: External link]
	Soldier
	



	2011
	Super 8[image: External link]
	Merrit
	



	2011
	Warrior[image: External link]
	Mark Bradford
	



	2012
	Safe House[image: External link]
	Miller
	



	2013
	Savages[image: External link]
	Doc
	



	2013
	Forever
	Tom
	






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	The Unit[image: External link]
	Prison Guard
	1 episode



	2007
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	Matt Bartley
	1 episode



	2012
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Sam Laughlin
	1 episode



	2008
	Leverage[image: External link]
	Cpl. Robert Perry
	1 episode



	2008
	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	Officer Tom Kayser
	1 episode



	2008
	Heroes[image: External link]
	Sligo
	1 episode[image: External link]



	2008
	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	Officer Tom Kayser
	1 episode



	2009
	Cold Case[image: External link]
	James Addison
	2 episodes



	2009
	Crash[image: External link]
	Bo Olinville
	Main role (season 2), 13 episodes



	2009
	Chasing a Dream[image: External link]
	John Van Horn
	TV movie



	2010
	NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Keith Rush
	1 episode



	2010
	Grey's Anatomy
	Aaron Karev
	1 episode



	2011
	The Mentalist[image: External link]
	Rowdy Merriman
	1 episode



	2011
	In Plain Sight[image: External link]
	John Shears/John Stills
	1 episode



	2012
	The Frontier
	Cooper Hale
	TV Pilot



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	Tate
	Main role, 13 episodes



	2014
	Scorpion[image: External link]
	Lt. James Corbett
	1 episode



	2015–present
	Quantico
	Ryan Booth
	Main role
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Aunjanue Ellis






Aunjanue L. Ellis (born February 21, 1969) is an American film, stage, and television actress, and producer. She began her acting career in theater, and made her film debut in Girls Town[image: External link]. She later had leading roles in a number of independent movies, and co-starred in several mainstream films.

Ellis is best known for her roles in films Men of Honor[image: External link] (2000), The Caveman's Valentine[image: External link] (2001), Undercover Brother[image: External link] (2002), Ray[image: External link] (2004), The Express[image: External link] (2008), The Taking of Pelham 123[image: External link] (2009) and The Help[image: External link] (2011). On television, Ellis had regular role in the ABC police drama series High Incident[image: External link] (1996–97), and later co-starred in a number of short-lived dramas. She had recurring roles on The Practice[image: External link], True Blood[image: External link], and The Mentalist[image: External link], and played roles in a number of made for television movies, such as Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story[image: External link] (2009) and Abducted: The Carlina White Story[image: External link] (2013).

In 2015, Ellis played the leading role in the miniseries The Book of Negroes[image: External link], based on bestselling novel by Lawrence Hill[image: External link]. She received critical acclaim and a Critic's Choice Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actress in a Movie/Miniseries. Later that year, she began starring as Miranda Shaw in the ABC thriller series Quantico. In 2016, Ellis played Nancy Turner, Nat Turner[image: External link]'s mother, in the critically acclaimed period drama film, The Birth of a Nation[image: External link].
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 Early life




Ellis was born in San Francisco, California[image: External link], and raised on her grandmother's farm in McComb, Mississippi[image: External link].[1] She attended Tougaloo College[image: External link] before transferring to Brown University[image: External link], where she completed her Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in African-American studies[image: External link]. She also studied acting with Jim Barnhill and John Emigh[image: External link]. During her years in Brown University, Ellis made her debut in a student play. She went on to study acting in the Graduate Acting Program[image: External link] at New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts.[2] She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta[image: External link] Sorority.[3]
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 1990s




In 1995, Ellis made her professional acting debut appearing as Ariel[image: External link] opposite Patrick Stewart[image: External link]'s Prospero in a Broadway revival of William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s The Tempest[image: External link].[4] She later made her screen debut in the episode of Fox[image: External link] police drama series, New York Undercover[image: External link]. In 1996 she had the co-leading role in the independent film, Girls Town[image: External link] alongside Lili Taylor[image: External link].[5] During the late 1990s, Ellis also had supporting roles in films Ed's Next Move[image: External link], Desert Blue[image: External link], In Too Deep[image: External link], and A Map of the World[image: External link]. From 1996 to 1997, Ellis starred as Officer Leslie Joyner in the ABC police drama series, High Incident[image: External link], created by Steven Spielberg[image: External link]. The series was canceled after two seasons. In 1999, she had the recurring role of Sharon Young on the ABC legal drama, The Practice[image: External link].[6]
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 2000s




In 2000, Ellis starred opposite Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link] in the drama film Men of Honor[image: External link], directed by George Tillman, Jr.[image: External link]. The following year, she played daughter of Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]'s character in the mystery-drama film The Caveman's Valentine[image: External link], directed by Kasi Lemmons[image: External link] and based on George Dawes Green[image: External link]'s 1994 novel of the same name. Also in 2001, Ellis had a supporting part in the critically acclaimed comedy-drama film Lovely & Amazing[image: External link].[7] In 2002, she had main role alongside Eddie Griffin[image: External link] in the action comedy film Undercover Brother[image: External link]. In 2004, she played Mary Ann Fisher[image: External link] in the Academy Awards-nominated biographical film about musician Ray Charles[image: External link], Ray[image: External link]. In 2007, Ellis played the leading role in the thriller Cover[image: External link].[8] The movie received negative reviews.[9] She also appeared in films Freedomland[image: External link] (2006), The Express[image: External link] (2008) and Notorious[image: External link] (2009). She also played Denzel Washington[image: External link]'s wife in The Taking of Pelham 123[image: External link] (2009) directed by Tony Scott[image: External link].

On television, in 2002 Ellis had regular role on the short-lived ABC medical dramam MDs[image: External link]. From 2005 to 2006, she co-starred alongside Benjamin Bratt[image: External link] in another short lived drama, E-Ring[image: External link] on NBC[image: External link].[10] She also had recurring roles on Third Watch[image: External link], 100 Centre Street[image: External link], Jonny Zero[image: External link], Justice[image: External link] and True Blood[image: External link]. In 2009, she co-starred alongside Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link] and Kimberly Elise[image: External link] in the made-for-television film Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story[image: External link]. Ellis also has appeared in a number of Broadway and Off-Broadway theatre productions. In January 2004, she performed in Regina Taylor[image: External link]'s play[image: External link] Drowning Crow, at the Manhattan Theatre Club[image: External link].[11] In the Spring, 2012 Hampton University[image: External link] semester, she taught entertainment industry courses. She was also featured in a Hampton Players and Company production, "Through the Crack."[12]
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 2010s




In 2010, Ellis co-starred opposite Wesley Snipes[image: External link] in the action film Game of Death[image: External link]. She played the leading role in the independent film The Tested[image: External link] based on the award-winning 2005 short film of the same name.[13] In 2011, she appeared in the critically acclaimed period drama The Help[image: External link] directed by Tate Taylor[image: External link], as Eula Mae Davis, one of the maids, for which she received awards as a part of the ensemble cast. In 2014, she played Vicki Anderson[image: External link] in the biographical drama film Get on Up[image: External link] about the life of singer James Brown[image: External link], also directed by Tate Taylor. As lead actress, Ellis starred in the independent films Money Matters (2011), The Volunteer (2013), Romeo and Juliet in Harlem (2014), and Una Vida: A Fable of Music and the Mind (2014).[14][15][16] She also played the leading role in the 2012 television film Abducted: The Carlina White Story[image: External link].[17]

From 2010 to 2013, Ellis had a recurring role in the CBS series The Mentalist[image: External link], as Madeleine Hightower. She also played Ashley Judd[image: External link]'s best friend in the 2012 ABC miniseries Missing[image: External link], and had another role on the CBS procedural, NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]. Ellis also starred as one of the lead characters in the 2013 AMC[image: External link] pilot The Divide[image: External link], but later WE tv[image: External link] had decided to pick up pilot to series. She left the show and her role was recast with Nia Long[image: External link].[18][19]

In 2014, Ellis was cast as lead character in the international co-production epic miniseries The Book of Negroes[image: External link], based on Lawrence Hill[image: External link]’s bestselling 2007 novel.[20][21] The Book of Negroes premiered in 2015, and Ellis received critical acclaim for her performance.[22][23] The Hollywood Reporter critic Whitney Matheson praised her performance, wrote in review "Ellis’ gripping performance that holds the six-part miniseries together. Except for the first installment that focuses on Aminata’s girlhood, Ellis is present in nearly every scene, aging decades and displaying a stunning range of emotion."[24] Ellis received Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Actress in a Movie or Miniseries[image: External link] nomination for her performance.[25]

On February 25, 2015, it was announced that Ellis was cast as main character in the ABC drama series, Quantico.[26][27] In 2016, she co-starred in the historical drama film The Birth of a Nation[image: External link], based on the story of the 1831 slave rebellion led by Nat Turner[image: External link]. The film also stars Nate Parker[image: External link], Aja Naomi King[image: External link], Armie Hammer[image: External link] and Gabrielle Union[image: External link].[28][29] Ellis plays the role of Nancy Turner, Nat’s mother, in the film.[30] Also in 2016, she was cast opposite Keke Palmer[image: External link] in the drama film Pimp about life of women on the streets of New York and work in the illegal sex trade.[31]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Girls Town[image: External link]
	Nikki
	



	1996
	Ed's Next Move[image: External link]
	Erica
	



	1998
	Side Streets[image: External link]
	Brenda Boyce
	



	1998
	Desert Blue[image: External link]
	Agent Summers
	



	1999
	In Too Deep[image: External link]
	Denise
	



	1999
	A Map of the World[image: External link]
	Dyshett
	



	2000
	John John in the Sky
	Earlene
	



	2000
	Men of Honor[image: External link]
	Jo Brashear
	Nominated – NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2000
	The Opponent[image: External link]
	June
	



	2001
	The Caveman's Valentine[image: External link]
	Lulu
	



	2001
	Lovely & Amazing[image: External link]
	Lorraine
	



	2002
	Undercover Brother[image: External link]
	Sistah Girl
	Nominated – Black Reel Award for Best Actress[image: External link]



	2004
	Brother to Brother[image: External link]
	Zora
	



	2004
	Ray[image: External link]
	Mary Ann Fisher[image: External link]
	Nominated – Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2005
	Perception
	Vera
	



	2006
	Freedomland[image: External link]
	Felicia
	



	2007
	Cover[image: External link]
	Valerie Mass
	



	2008
	The Express[image: External link]
	Marie Davis
	



	2009
	Notorious[image: External link]
	Sandy
	



	2009
	I Love You Phillip Morris[image: External link]
	Reba
	



	2009
	The Hungry Ghosts[image: External link]
	Nadia
	



	2009
	Motherhood[image: External link]
	Sample Sale Friend
	



	2009
	The Taking of Pelham 1 2 3[image: External link]
	Therese
	



	2010
	The Tested[image: External link]
	Darraylynn Warren
	



	2010
	Game of Death[image: External link]
	Rachel
	



	2011
	The Resident[image: External link]
	Sydney
	



	2011
	The Help[image: External link]
	Yule May Davis
	National Board of Review Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Hollywood Film Festival Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Women Film Critics Circle Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]

Central Ohio Film Critics Association Award for Best Cast

Satellite Award for Best Cast – Motion Picture[image: External link]

Southeastern Film Critics Association Award for Best Cast

Women Film Critics Circle Award for Best Female Ensemble[image: External link]

Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated – Detroit Film Critics Society Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Nominated – MTV Movie Award for Best Cast[image: External link]

Nominated – San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Performance by an Ensemble[image: External link]

Nominated – Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]



	2011
	Money Matters
	Pamela Matters
	



	2013
	The Volunteer
	Leigh
	



	2014
	Romeo and Juliet in Harlem
	Lady Capulet[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Of Mind and Music[image: External link]
	Una Vida
	Newport Beach Film Festival Award for Best Actress[image: External link][32][33]

American Black Film Festival Award for Best Actress[image: External link]



	2014
	Get on Up[image: External link]
	Vicki Anderson[image: External link]
	Nominated — Black Reel Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]



	2016
	The Birth of a Nation[image: External link]
	Nancy Turner
	



	2017
	Pimp
	Gloria Ray
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1995
	New York Undercover[image: External link]
	Claudia
	Episode: "Buster and Claudia"



	1996–1997
	High Incident[image: External link]
	Off. Leslie Joyner
	Series regular, 32 episodes



	1999
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Sharon Young
	Recurring role, 4 episodes



	2000
	Third Watch[image: External link]
	Gail Moore
	Episodes: "Journey to the Himalayas" and "32 Bullets and a Broken Heart"



	2000
	Disappearing Acts[image: External link]
	Pam
	Television film



	2001
	100 Centre Street[image: External link]
	Amanda Davis
	Recurring role, 3 episodes



	2002
	MDs[image: External link]
	Quinn Joyner
	Series regular, 10 episodes



	2004
	The D.A.[image: External link]
	Ellen Baker
	Episode: "The People vs. Sergius Kovinsky"



	2005
	Jonny Zero[image: External link]
	Gloria
	Recurring role, 6 episodes



	2005–2006
	E-Ring[image: External link]
	Jocelyn Pierce
	Series regular, 23 episodes



	2007
	Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link]
	Carmen Rivera
	Episode: "Flipped"



	2006–2007
	Justice[image: External link]
	Miranda Lee
	Recurring role, 9 episodes



	2008
	Numb3rs[image: External link]
	Ivy Kirk
	Episode: "Power"



	2008
	The Border[image: External link]
	Amira
	Episode: "Family Values"



	2008
	True Blood[image: External link]
	Diane
	Recurring role, 3 episodes



	2008
	The Prince of Motor City
	Cora Neel
	TV pilot



	2008
	Racing for Time[image: External link]
	Officer Baker
	Television film



	2009
	The Good Wife[image: External link]
	Linda Underwood
	Episode: "Crash"



	2009
	Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story[image: External link]
	Candy Carson[image: External link]
	Television film

Nominated – NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]



	2010–2013
	The Mentalist[image: External link]
	Madeleine Hightower
	Recurring role, 17 episodes



	2012
	Blue Bloods[image: External link]
	Sylvia Marshall
	Episode: "Reagan V. Reagan"



	2012
	Missing[image: External link]
	Mary Dresden
	Recurring role, 3 episodes



	2012
	Abducted: The Carlina White Story[image: External link]
	Ann Pettway
	Television film

Black Reel Award for Best Actress on Mini-Series or Television Movie[image: External link]



	2012–2014,2017
	NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Michelle Hanna
	
Recurring role, 7 episodes
Episodes: "Rude Awakenings" , "Wanted", "Descent", "Ascension", "Humbug", "Uncaged" and "Unleashed"





	2014
	Sleepy Hollow[image: External link]
	Lori Mills
	Episode: "Mama"



	2015
	The Book of Negroes[image: External link]
	Aminata Diallo
	Miniseries, 6 episodes

Canadian Screen Award for Best Actress on Television[image: External link][34][35]

Gracie Award for Outstanding Female in a Leading Role in a Made for TV Movie or Limited Series[image: External link][36][37]

Nominated—Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Actress in a Movie or Miniseries[image: External link][38]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Actress – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link][39]

Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link][40]

Nominated—Black Reel Award for Best Actress: T.V. Movie/Cable[image: External link]



	2015–present
	Quantico
	Miranda Shaw
	Series regular
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Yasmine Al Massri






Yasmine Al Massri (born November 21, 1978) is a Lebanese-born American actress. She also has the French nationality. She made her film début in the 2007 film Caramel[image: External link]. In 2015, Massri began starring as Nimah and Raina Amin, identical twins in the ABC thriller series Quantico.
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 Early life




Al Massri was born in Lebanon to a Palestinian[image: External link] father and an Egyptian[image: External link] mother. She moved to Paris to live and study, and in 2007 graduated from École nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts[image: External link] and began her career as a dancer at the Souraya Baghdadi dance company.[1]
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 Career




Massri has made her big screen début in the 2007 critically acclaimed Lebanese LGBT-themed comedy-drama film, Caramel[image: External link], directed by Nadine Labaki[image: External link]. The film was presented at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link],[2] For Caramel she received the Best Actress Award at the 2007 Abu Dhabi Film Festival[image: External link],[3] and the same year a Best Actress nomination at the Asia Pacific Screen Awards[image: External link].[4] Following Caramel, she starred in the internationally produced films Al-mor wa al rumman, Al Juma Al Akheira, and Miral[image: External link].[5][6]

In 2014, Massri made her début on American television, in a starring role on the short-lived NBC drama series, Crossbones[image: External link] opposite John Malkovich[image: External link].[7] In 2015, she was cast alongside Priyanka Chopra and Aunjanue Ellis in the ABC thriller Quantico as two characters — identical twins Nimah and Raina Amin.[8][9]
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 Personal life




Massri lives in Los Angeles, California[image: External link] with her husband, Michael Desante, and their son, Liam.[10]

In May 2016, Massri became a citizen of the United States.[11]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Caramel[image: External link]
	Nisrine
	Nominated — Asia Pacific Screen Award for Best Performance by an Actress[image: External link]



	2008
	Al-mor wa al rumman
	Kamar
	



	2010
	Miral[image: External link]
	Nadia
	



	2011
	Al Juma Al Akheira
	Dalal
	



	2014
	Crossbones[image: External link]
	Selima El Sharad
	Series regular, 9 episodes



	2015–2017
	Quantico
	Nimah & Raina Amin
	Series regular
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Johanna Braddy






Johanna Elizabeth Braddy (born August 30, 1987) is an American actress. She played the leading role in the 2009 horror film The Grudge 3[image: External link], and has appeared in Hurt[image: External link] (2009), Easy A[image: External link] (2010), Paranormal Activity 3[image: External link] (2011), and The Levenger Tapes[image: External link] (2011). She also starred in a main role as Jenny Matrix in the hit web series[image: External link] Video Game High School[image: External link] from 2012 to 2014. In 2015, Braddy co-starred as Anna Martin in the Lifetime[image: External link] dark comedy-drama series, Unreal[image: External link]. As of 2016, she is starring as Shelby Wyatt in the ABC thriller Quantico.
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Braddy was born in Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link]; the daughter of Jo Beth, a preschool[image: External link] music teacher and a vocalist, and Steve Braddy, an engineer.[1] Braddy has one brother, Cole Braddy.[1] Braddy attended McIntosh High School in Peachtree City, Georgia[image: External link], and graduated in 2005.[2]
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 Career




Braddy made her screen acting début in the ABC Family[image: External link] television film Pop Rocks[image: External link] playing Olivia Harden.[3] She made her voice acting debut in Avatar: The Last Airbender[image: External link] playing the roles of Princess Yue. Braddy also played small parts in films Broken Bridges[image: External link], Home of the Giants[image: External link] and Whore[image: External link]. On television, she had recurring roles in the FX[image: External link] drama The Riches[image: External link], ABC Family teen comedy-drama, Greek[image: External link], and VH1[image: External link] soap Hit the Floor[image: External link]. She also guest starred on Cold Case[image: External link], Southland[image: External link], CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link], Suburgatory[image: External link], and Shameless[image: External link].

In 2009, Braddy had her first leading role in the horror film The Grudge 3[image: External link],[4] a third installment in The Grudge franchise[image: External link], released direct-to-video. The following year, she played a supporting role in the teen comedy Easy A[image: External link] starring Emma Stone[image: External link].[5] She had roles in horror films Hurt[image: External link], The Levenger Tapes[image: External link], Paranormal Activity 3[image: External link],[6] and The Collection[image: External link]. From 2012 to 2014, she co-starred in the web series Video Game High School[image: External link].

In 2013, Braddy was cast opposite Constance Zimmer[image: External link] and Shiri Appleby[image: External link] in the Lifetime[image: External link] dark comedy-drama, Unreal[image: External link].[7] The series premiered on June 1, 2015 with positive reviews from critics.[8] Also in 2015, Braddy was cast as a series regular in the ABC thriller Quantico along with Priyanka Chopra, Yasmine Al Massri, Graham Rogers, Jake McLaughlin and Aunjanue Ellis.[9][10]
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 Personal life




Braddy married her co-star from Video Game High School[image: External link], Josh Blaylock[image: External link], on November 11, 2012.[11] They divorced late 2014 or early 2015 but the exact date is unknown. Around the end of June 2015, Braddy confirmed in her verified Twitter account that they are no longer married.[12]

Braddy began dating her UnREAL co-star, Freddie Stroma[image: External link], in the summer of 2015.[13] Braddy and Stroma became engaged in May 2016,[14] and married on December 30, 2016, in Atlanta, Georgia.[15]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Broken Bridges[image: External link]
	Kayla Chartwell
	



	2007
	Surf's Up
	Additional voices
	Voice role



	2007
	Home of the Giants[image: External link]
	Freshman
	



	2007
	Penny Dreadful
	Willa Fowler
	Short film



	2008
	Whore[image: External link]
	Margot
	



	2009
	The Grudge 3[image: External link]
	Lisa
	Direct to video



	2009
	Wild About Harry[image: External link]
	Lucy Carmichael
	



	2009
	Ponyo[image: External link]
	Additional voices
	English adaption



	2009
	Hurt[image: External link]
	Lenore Coltrane
	



	2010
	Easy A[image: External link]
	Melody Bostic
	



	2011
	The Levenger Tapes[image: External link]
	Amanda
	



	2011
	Paranormal Activity 3[image: External link]
	Lisa
	



	2011
	Born to Race[image: External link]
	Rachel
	



	2012
	The Collection[image: External link]
	Missy Solomon
	



	2014
	Believe Me[image: External link]
	Callie
	



	2015
	Run the Tide[image: External link]
	Michelle
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Pop Rocks[image: External link]
	Olivia Harden
	Television film



	2005
	Surface[image: External link]
	Lisa
	Episode: "Pilot"



	2005–07
	Avatar: The Last Airbender[image: External link]
	Princess Yue
	Voice role, 5 episodes



	2007
	Cold Case[image: External link]
	Hilary West – 1964
	Episode: "The Good-Bye Room"



	2007
	The Riches[image: External link]
	Tammy Simms
	Recurring role, 6 episodes



	2007
	Drake & Josh[image: External link]
	Emily
	Episode: "Dance Contest"



	2007
	Samantha Who?[image: External link]
	Teenage Samantha
	Episode: "The Restraining Order"



	2008
	The Oaks[image: External link]
	Young Jessica
	Unsold Fox[image: External link] pilot



	2008
	Danny Fricke
	Jennifer Stockwell
	Unsold A&E[image: External link] pilot



	2009
	Lie to Me[image: External link]
	Jacquelin Mathis
	Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]"



	2009
	Greek[image: External link]
	Jordan Reed
	Recurring role, 15 episodes



	2009
	A Marriage
	Sophie
	Unsold CBS[image: External link] pilot



	2009–10
	Southland[image: External link]
	Olivia Sherman
	2 episodes



	2010
	Detroit 1-8-7[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Fadden
	Episode: "Lost Child/Murder 101"



	2010
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Lucy Strickland
	Episode: "Wheels Up"



	2011
	Leverage[image: External link]
	Hayley Beck
	Episode: "The 10 Li'l Grifters Job"



	2011
	Friends with Benefits[image: External link]
	Grace
	Episode: "The Benefit of Mardi Gras"



	2011
	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	Tammy Bradstone
	Episode: "Proof"



	2012
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	Carly Green
	Episode: "Play Dead"



	2013
	Suburgatory[image: External link]
	Leslie
	Episode: "Go, Gamblers!"



	2013
	Necessary Roughness[image: External link]
	Cindy Luck
	Episode: "Gimme Some Lovin'"



	2013
	Hit the Floor[image: External link]
	Mia Sertner
	Recurring role, 4 episodes



	2013
	Perception[image: External link]
	Ashley Damlison
	Episode: "Asylum"



	2014
	Shameless[image: External link]
	Shelley
	Episode: "My Oldest Daughter"



	2015
	Unreal[image: External link]
	Anna Martin
	Main role, 10 episodes



	2015–present
	Quantico
	Shelby Wyatt
	Main role
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2012–14
	Video Game High School[image: External link]
	Jenny Matrix
	Web series; Main role
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Tate Ellington






James Tate Ellington (born April 18, 1979)[4] is an American actor. He portrayed Aidan Hall, the best friend of Tyler Hawkins (Robert Pattinson[image: External link]) in the 2010 romantic drama film Remember Me[image: External link]. Ellington starred as Oliver Hunt in The Elephant King (2006), and has appeared in television shows such as The Unusuals[image: External link], Rescue Me[image: External link], The Good Wife[image: External link], and Don't Trust the B---- in Apartment 23[image: External link]. He appeared in the 2009 Broadway[image: External link] production of The Philanthropist[image: External link], which starred Matthew Broderick[image: External link]. He is best known for his role as FBI recruit Simon Asher on the ABC thriller Quantico.[5]
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 Early life




Ellington is from Madison, Mississippi[image: External link], the son of Deborah (Cochran) and James R. Ellington, who own a residential construction company.[4] He received his high school education at the private Madison-Ridgeland Academy[image: External link] in Madison, where he graduated in 1997.[5] While at MRA, he was a starting center[image: External link] for the school's football[image: External link] team for three seasons.[5]

Upon graduation from MRA, Ellington enrolled as a double major in art and theater at the University of Mississippi[image: External link] (also known as "Ole Miss"), after turning down a scholarship[image: External link] to the Savannah College of Art and Design[image: External link]. He graduated from Ole Miss with a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in theatre performance[5] and was a member of the Sigma Chi[image: External link] fraternity.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Awards




Ellington won Best Actor for his role in The Elephant King at the 2006 Brooklyn International Film Festival[image: External link].[6]
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On May 20, 2012, Ellington married casting director Chrissy Fiorilli at the Dixie Gin in Shreveport, Louisiana[image: External link].[4]
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	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Ariana
	Karl
	Short film



	2004
	Lower East Side
	N/A
	Short film



	2005
	You Are Alone
	Mike
	



	2006
	The Elephant King[image: External link]
	Oliver Hunt
	



	2007
	Descent[image: External link]
	George
	Uncredited



	2008
	Red[image: External link]
	Gun shop clerk
	



	2009
	Taking Chances[image: External link]
	A.V. Scott
	



	2009
	Breaking Upwards[image: External link]
	Brian
	



	2009
	Invention of Lying, TheThe Invention of Lying[image: External link]
	Waiter #2
	



	2009
	Red Hook
	Gavin
	



	2010
	Remember Me[image: External link]
	Aidan Hall
	



	2011
	Silver Tongues[image: External link]
	Alex
	



	2011
	Northeast
	Patrick
	



	2012
	Kitchen, TheThe Kitchen[image: External link]
	Kenny
	



	2015
	Chronic[image: External link]
	Greg
	



	2015
	Straight Outta Compton[image: External link]
	Bryan Turner
	



	2015
	Sinister 2[image: External link]
	Dr. Stomberg
	



	2017
	The Endless
	Hal
	






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Unusuals, TheThe Unusuals[image: External link]
	Mark Stanwood
	Episode: "One Man Band"



	2009
	Rescue Me[image: External link]
	Saul
	Episode: "Jump"



	2010
	Good Wife, TheThe Good Wife[image: External link]
	Tim Willens
	Episode: "Infamy"



	2012
	Don't Trust the B---- in Apartment 23[image: External link]
	Steven
	2 episodes



	2012
	Glades, TheThe Glades[image: External link]
	Richard Oberman
	Episode: "Close Encounters"



	2013
	Psych[image: External link]
	Patrick Hess
	Episode: "Juliet Wears the Pantsuit[image: External link]"



	2014
	NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Ira Wells
	Episode: "Zero Days"



	2014
	Bad Teacher[image: External link]
	Jerry
	Episode: "The Bottle"



	2014
	Walking Dead, TheThe Walking Dead[image: External link]
	Alex
	2 episodes



	2014
	Castle[image: External link]
	Henry Wright
	Episode: "Clear & Present Danger"



	2014
	Parenthood[image: External link]
	Griffin
	Episode: "The Scale of Affection Is Fluid"



	2015
	Mindy Project, TheThe Mindy Project[image: External link]
	Rob Gurglar
	4 episodes



	2015
	The Big Bang Theory[image: External link]
	Mitchell
	Episode: "The Skywalker Incursion"



	2015–2016
	Quantico
	Simon Asher
	Main role



	2016
	Shameless[image: External link]
	Chad
	Recurring role



	2016
	Rosewood (TV series)[image: External link]
	Troy
	Episode "Secrets and Silent Killers"



	2016
	The Blacklist[image: External link]
	Miles McGrath
	Episode "Miles McGrath"
	









	Web roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2012
	Wolfpack of Reseda
	Ben March
	6 episodes



	2014
	Britishes, TheThe Britishes
	Max
	2 episodes
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	Year
	Play
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	The Philanthropist[image: External link]
	John
	American Airlines Theatre[image: External link]

April 26 – June 28, 2009
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Graham Rogers (actor)






Graham Rogers (born December 17, 1990) is an American actor from West Chester, Pennsylvania[image: External link], best known for his roles as Scott Thomas in the comedy film Struck by Lightning[image: External link] (2012), Danny Matheson in NBC[image: External link]'s science fiction series Revolution[image: External link] (2012–13), Al Jardine[image: External link] in the biopic Love and Mercy[image: External link] (2014), Carson in the thriller Careful What You Wish For[image: External link] (2015) and Tyler Stone on the Hulu original series Resident Advisors[image: External link].

Currently, he is starring in the role of Caleb Haas in the drama-thriller series Quantico on ABC.[1]
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 Life and career




Rogers was born on December 17, 1990, in West Chester, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. When Rogers was eighteen, he moved to Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link], where he began pursuing acting by taking acting classes. He is best known for delivering the line, "Can I get a hot tub?" in the popular State Farm Insurance[image: External link] commercial. He also had a guest appearance on one episode of the TNT[image: External link] drama television series Memphis Beat[image: External link]. In 2012, he played Scott Thomas, a flamboyant member of Clover High's drama department, in the film Struck by Lightning[image: External link].[2][3]

In 2013, Rogers co-starred as Henry Iris in the film Crazy Kind of Love[image: External link], which is also known as Long Time Gone.[4] He then landed a television role as Danny Matheson in the NBC[image: External link] hit drama Revolution[image: External link], which aired from 2012 to 2013.[5][6] In April 2013, Rogers started filming a role in the independent thriller film Careful What You Wish For[image: External link] (2015) in Charlotte, North Carolina, starring alongside singer Nick Jonas[image: External link].[7][8][9] In June 2013, Rogers announced on Twitter that he had been cast in an upcoming biographical film about the life of singer-songwriter Brian Wilson[image: External link] of The Beach Boys[image: External link], titled Love and Mercy[image: External link] (2014).[10] In 2015, he starred in the Hulu comedy series Resident Advisors as Tyler Stone.[11] Also in 2015, Rogers was cast in ABC's thriller series Quantico, portraying FBI recruit Caleb Haas.[12] On February 21, 2017, it was announced that Rogers was cast in the recurring role of Smitty in the fifth season of the Showtime[image: External link] crime drama series, Ray Donovan[image: External link].[13]
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 Personal life




Rogers dated Pretty Little Liars[image: External link] star Lucy Hale[image: External link], which was revealed by her in an interview with Us Weekly[image: External link].[14] In July 2013, it was rumored that the couple had ended their relationship after 3 months of dating.[15][16]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	1313: Haunted Frat
	Brad
	Straight-to-video



	2012
	Struck by Lightning[image: External link]
	Scott Thomas
	



	2013
	Crazy Kind of Love[image: External link]
	Henry Iris
	



	2014
	Almost aWake
	Johndra
	Short film



	2014
	Love and Mercy[image: External link]
	Al Jardine[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Careful What You Wish For[image: External link]
	Carson
	



	2017
	1 Mile to You
	Kevin
	Post-production
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Memphis Beat[image: External link]
	Damon Eagan
	Episode: "Flesh and Blood"



	2012–13
	Revolution[image: External link]
	Danny Matheson
	Main role; 11 episodes



	2014
	Red Zone
	Jake Jordan
	Television movie



	2015
	Zombie Basement
	Guffy
	2 episodes



	2015
	Resident Advisors[image: External link]
	Tyler Stone
	Main role; 7 episodes



	2015–present
	Quantico
	Caleb Haas
	Main role (Season 1); Recurring (Season 2)



	2017
	Ray Donovan[image: External link]
	Smitty
	Recurring role (Season 5)



	2017
	Angie Tribeca[image: External link]
	Eric
	Episode: "Murder Gras"



	2017
	Silicon Valley[image: External link]
	Bryce
	Episode: "The Blood Boy"
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Anabelle Acosta






Anabelle Acosta is a Cuban-American film and television actress, best known for playing Annabella in the series Ballers[image: External link] and Natalie Vasquez in Quantico.
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In 2015, Acosta played the recurring role of Annabella in the HBO[image: External link]'s comedy series Ballers[image: External link], she played the role of the girlfriend of Ricky Jerret, played by John David Washington[image: External link].[1][2]

Acosta starred in ABC's thriller series Quantico.[3][4]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2008
	The Next Hit[image: External link]
	Hot Bartender
	



	2012
	Freelancers[image: External link]
	Cyn
	



	2012
	Construction
	Lori
	



	2012
	We Made This Movie
	Kelly Acevedo
	



	2014
	By the Gun[image: External link]
	FBI Agent Sarah Ramsey
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Grace
	Eden Grace
	TV film



	2012
	Breaking In[image: External link]
	Phoebe
	1 episode



	2012
	GCB[image: External link]
	Lucia
	1 episode



	2013
	Second Generation Wayans[image: External link]
	Destiny
	1 episode



	2013
	Perception[image: External link]
	Eva
	1 episode



	2014
	Supernatural[image: External link]
	Maritza
	1 episode



	2014
	Castle[image: External link]
	Holly
	1 episode; Law & Boarder



	2015
	Ballers[image: External link]
	Annabella
	Recurring role, 7 episodes



	2015-2016
	Quantico
	Natalie Vasquez
	Main role



	2017
	The Arrangement (2017 TV series)[image: External link]
	Amelia Briggs / Jaq
	Recurring role, 3 episodes
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Russell Tovey






Russell George Tovey (born 14 November 1981)[1] is an English[image: External link] actor with numerous television, film and stage credits. Tovey is best known for playing the role of a werewolf[image: External link], George Sands[image: External link] in the BBC[image: External link]'s supernatural drama Being Human[image: External link].[2] His other notable roles include Rudge in both the stage and film versions of The History Boys[image: External link], Steve in the BBC Three sitcom Him & Her[image: External link], Kevin Matheson in the HBO[image: External link] original series Looking[image: External link] and as Henry Knight[image: External link] on BBC TV series Sherlock[image: External link]. Currently, he stars as Harry Doyle in the drama-thriller series Quantico on the ABC network.[3]
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Tovey is the younger of two children, born to Carole Haynes (formerly Webb) and George Tovey who run a Romford-based coach[image: External link] service taking passengers from Essex to Gatwick Airport[image: External link]. Tovey has an older brother, Daniel.[4] He grew up in Billericay[image: External link], Essex[image: External link],[5][6] and he attended Harold Court School in Harold Wood[image: External link] and Shenfield High School[image: External link].[7] As a boy, Tovey said he "was an avid collector of various things and prone to participating in fads."[6] His parents supported his efforts, taking him to archeological digs and museums, buying him a metal detector, and going to conventions for mineralologists.[6] For a time he wanted to be a history teacher,[6] but after seeing Dead Poets Society[image: External link], The Goonies[image: External link], and Stand By Me[image: External link], he decided to be an actor.[6] For a time during his teens, he worked as a kitchen assistant in Billericay's King's Head pub.
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Tovey began his career as a child actor. He joined a local drama club, and garnered the attention of a talent agent.[5] He began acting when he was 11 years old.[6] He worked so steadily and missed so much school that his father suggested his acting career be cut back, but his mother convinced his father to let their son continue.[6] His TV career started in 1994, when he was cast in Mud[image: External link], a children's series broadcast on CBBC[image: External link].[5]

He left high school at the age of 16, and started a BTEC[image: External link] in performing arts at Barking College[image: External link].[7] He was expelled after a year for refusing a role in the school play in favour of a paying acting job.[7] He acted in plays in Chichester[image: External link] under the direction of Debra Gillett[image: External link], wife of Patrick Marber[image: External link].[5] He met Marber through Gillett, and Marber cast him in the play Howard Katz at the National Theatre.[5] He also performed in His Girl Friday[image: External link] and His Dark Materials[image: External link] there.[5]

In 2004, he took the role of Rudge in Alan Bennett[image: External link]'s play The History Boys[image: External link] at the Royal National Theatre[image: External link] as well as touring to Broadway[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], Wellington[image: External link] and Hong Kong[image: External link] and playing the role in the radio and film adaptations.[8][9][10][11] He originally auditioned for the role of Crowther but agreed to act the part of Rudge after Bennett promised to beef up the role.[6] Insecure because he had not attended drama school like many of his peers, he enrolled in numerous workshops and readings offered by the National Theatre.[6]

In spring 2007, Tovey had a recurring role in BBC Three[image: External link] comedy Rob Brydon's Annually Retentive[image: External link], playing Rob's producer, Ben.[6] He played Midshipman Alonso Frame, in 2007 Doctor Who[image: External link] Christmas Special "Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]".[6] Russell T. Davies[image: External link], the show's executive producer and lead writer, had suggested Tovey as a future replacement for David Tennant[image: External link],[12] before it was announced that the Eleventh Doctor would be played by Matt Smith[image: External link]. Tovey reprised his role as Midshipman[image: External link] Alonso Frame in the 2009-10 Doctor Who Christmas special, The End of Time[image: External link].

Tovey played werewolf[image: External link] George Sands[image: External link], one of three supernatural housemates in the drama Being Human[image: External link]. The pilot premiered on BBC Three on 18 February 2008.[13] A six-part series was commissioned with the first episode broadcast on 25 January 2009.[14] Tovey left the regular cast of the show at the start of the fourth season on 5 February 2012.[15] In November 2012 AudioGO Ltd released an audiobook version[image: External link] of Mark Michalowski[image: External link]'s Being Human[image: External link] tie-in novel Chasers[image: External link], which is narrated by Tovey.[16]

In a 2008 interview in Attitude[image: External link], Tovey expressed his desire to play darker roles: "really dark, fucked-up characters... like drag queens[image: External link], rent boys[image: External link], someone who has been abused, a rapist", though noting that he does not consider himself "fucked-up".[17]

In March 2009, the actor played a leading role in A Miracle[image: External link] at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link] as Gary Trudgill, a British soldier returning to Norfolk[image: External link] from abroad.[18][19] On 8 March 2009 he presented the Award for Best Actress to Margaret Tyzack[image: External link] for her performance in The Chalk Garden[image: External link] at the Laurence Olivier Awards[image: External link] in Grosvenor House[image: External link].[20][21]

In 2009, Tovey worked on the film Huge[22] and starred in two television pilots: Young, Unemployed and Lazy (a BBC Three sitcom),[23][24] renamed to Him & Her[image: External link][25] in 2010, and The Increasingly Poor Decisions of Todd Margaret[image: External link] (part of Comedy Showcase[image: External link]), a Channel 4 comedy with Spike Jonze[image: External link] and Will Arnett[image: External link], written by David Cross[image: External link] and Shaun Pye[image: External link].[26][27]

He also appeared in three shorts[image: External link]: Drop[28][29] (which premièred at the 2009 Rushes Soho Shorts Film Festival[image: External link]), Roar,[30] and In Passing.[31] Roar premiered at the Palm Springs Film Festival[image: External link] on 24 June 2009.[32]

In 2011, he became the voice over/narrator for the BBC Three show Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents[image: External link] and its spinoffs, which ran for five series up to July 2015. Tovey has narrated every episode aired.

Tovey played Budgie, one of Gavin's friends, in the BBC comedy-drama Gavin & Stacey[image: External link]. In January 2012, he appeared in the British crime drama Sherlock[image: External link], playing Henry Knight in the episode "The Hounds of Baskerville[image: External link]". He had a lead role in the ITV[image: External link] sitcom The Job Lot[image: External link] which aired in 2013 and is set in a busy unemployment bureau in the West Midlands.[33]

In 2013, Tovey signed on to appear in the American television series Looking[image: External link], about a group of gay friends living in San Francisco. Its 8-episode first season broadcast on HBO[image: External link] in 2014. Tovey was promoted to series regular for the second season.

In 2015, Tovey starred in Banished[image: External link], a historical drama series written by Jimmy McGovern[image: External link] about a group of British convicts in Australia in the 18th century.[34]

In 2016, Tovey was cast in the ABC network thriller drama Quantico for the series regular role of Harry Doyle.[3]
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 Writing




Tovey is also an author, playwright and screenwriter. He has written three plays (all unperformed as of August 2010), and one of his short stories was published in women's magazine Company[image: External link].[4] He also wrote a short film, Victor, and as of August 2010 was seeking funding to produce the picture.[4]
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During his adolescent years, Tovey's homosexuality[image: External link] caused friction within his family.[17] Although he says he came out to himself when he was 15 or 16, he properly came out to his parents when he was 18.[6] Tovey and his father subsequently had a falling out, with his father suggesting that, had he known earlier, he would have asked Tovey to take hormones or undergo some other medical treatment[image: External link] to "fix the problem".[6] Tovey says his parents were deeply concerned about the possibility he might contract HIV[image: External link], which might have contributed to the falling out.[6] The birth of Tovey's nephew Nathan in October 2004 helped them mend their relationship.[6]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	The Emperor's New Clothes[image: External link]
	Recruit
	



	2006
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Peter Rudge
	



	2009
	In Passing
	Henry Travers
	Short film



	2012
	Grabbers[image: External link]
	Dr. Adam Smith
	



	2012
	The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists[image: External link]
	The Albino Pirate
	Voice



	2012
	Tower Block[image: External link]
	Paul
	



	2014
	Effie Gray[image: External link]
	George
	



	2014
	Muppets Most Wanted[image: External link]
	Delivery Man
	



	2014
	Pride[image: External link]
	Tim
	



	2014
	Moomins on the Riviera[image: External link]
	Moomintroll[image: External link]
	Voice



	2015
	The Lady in the Van[image: External link]
	Young Man with Earring
	



	2016
	The Pass[image: External link]
	Jason
	



	2016
	Mindhorn[image: External link]
	Paul Melly
	



	2017
	Night of the Lotus
	Charlie
	In post-production



	2017
	The Hippopotamus[image: External link]
	Rupert Keynes
	In post-production
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Spywatch[image: External link]
	Dennis Sealey
	Unknown episodes



	1998
	The Mrs Bradley Mysteries[image: External link]
	Stable Boy
	Episode: "Speedy Death"



	2000
	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	Gary Bailey
	Episode 2.2



	2001
	Agatha Christie's Poirot[image: External link]
	Lionel Marshall
	Episode: "Evil Under the Sun[image: External link]"



	2001
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Tyro Shaw
	2 episodes



	2001
	Holby City[image: External link]
	Jerome Hibbert
	Episode: "Borrowed Time"



	2002
	Ultimate Force[image: External link]
	Weasel
	Episode: "The Killing House"



	2002
	Silent Witness[image: External link]
	Josh Palmer
	2 episodes



	2002
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Kieran Elcott
	Episode: "068"



	2003
	William and Mary[image: External link]
	Aaron Patterson
	Episode 4



	2003
	Servants[image: External link]
	John Walters
	Episode 4



	2005
	Holby City[image: External link]
	Adam Spengler
	Episode: "Soft Centred"



	2005
	Messiah IV: The Harrowing[image: External link]
	Robbie McManus
	3 episodes



	2005
	My Family and Other Animals[image: External link]
	Leslie Durrell
	Television film



	2007–2009
	Gavin & Stacey[image: External link]
	Budgie
	4 episodes



	2007
	Rob Brydon's Annually Retentive[image: External link]
	Ben
	5 episodes



	2007
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Midshipman[image: External link] Alonso Frame
	Episode: "Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]"



	2008–2012
	Being Human[image: External link]
	George Sands[image: External link]
	24 episodes



	2008
	Ashes to Ashes[image: External link]
	Marcus Johnstone
	Episode: "The Smoking Gun[image: External link]"



	2008
	Mutual Friends[image: External link]
	Estate Agent
	Episode 5



	2008
	Little Dorrit[image: External link]
	John Chivery
	10 episodes



	2009
	Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link]
	PC[image: External link] Terence Reed
	Episode: "Murder is Easy[image: External link]"



	2009
	The Increasingly Poor Decisions of Todd Margaret[image: External link]
	Dave Mountford
	Pilot



	2010
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Midshipman[image: External link] Alonso Frame
	Episode: "The End of Time[image: External link]"



	2010–2013
	Him & Her[image: External link]
	Steve Marshall
	25 episodes



	2010–2011
	Doctor Who Confidential[image: External link]
	Narrator
	14 episodes



	2011–present
	Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents[image: External link]
	Narrator
	



	2012
	Sherlock[image: External link]
	Henry Knight
	Episode: "The Hounds of Baskerville[image: External link]"



	2013
	Talking to the Dead
	DS Huw Brydon
	2 episodes



	2013
	The Dog Rescuers[image: External link]
	Narrator
	10 episodes



	2013
	What Remains[image: External link]
	Michael Jenson
	4 episodes



	2013–2015
	The Job Lot[image: External link]
	Karl Lyndhurst
	18 episodes



	2014–2015
	Looking[image: External link]
	Kevin Matheson
	15 episodes



	2015
	Drunk History[image: External link]
	King Charles II[image: External link]
	Episode 6



	2015
	Banished[image: External link]
	James Freeman
	7 episodes



	2016
	Looking: The Movie[image: External link]
	Kevin Matheson
	Television film



	2016
	(The Comic Strip Presents... Red Top[image: External link]
	Andy Coulson
	Television film



	2016
	The Night Manager[image: External link]
	Simon Ogilvey
	Episode 1



	2016–present
	Quantico
	Harry Doyle
	Series regular
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Theatre
	Location



	2000
	The Recruiting Officer
	
	Chichester Festival Theatre[image: External link]
	Chichester[image: External link]



	2001
	Howard Katz
	
	Cottesloe Theatre, Royal National Theatre[image: External link]
	London[35]



	2002
	Plasticine
	Spira / Boy Having Sex
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]
	London[36]



	2003
	Henry V[image: External link]
	Boy
	Olivier Theatre, Royal National Theatre
	London[37]



	2003
	His Girl Friday[image: External link]
	Ralph Sweeney
	Olivier Theatre, Royal National Theatre
	London[38]



	2003–2004
	His Dark Materials[image: External link]
	Roger Parslow
	Olivier Theatre, Royal National Theatre
	London[39]



	2004–2006
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Peter Rudge
	Lyttleton Theatre, Royal National Theatre
	London



	2005
	The Laramie Project[image: External link]
	Gil Engen
	Sound Theatre
	London



	2005–2006
	Hergé's Adventures of Tintin
	Tintin[image: External link]
	Barbican Arts Centre[image: External link]
	London[40]



	2006
	The History Boys
	Peter Rudge
	Lyric Theatre, Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
	Hong Kong



	St James
	Wellington[image: External link]



	Sydney Theatre
	Sydney



	Broadhurst Theatre[image: External link], Broadway
	New York



	2007
	A Respectable Wedding[image: External link]
	The Bridegroom
	Young Vic[image: External link]
	London[41]



	2008
	The Sea[image: External link]
	Billy Hallercut
	Theatre Royal Haymarket[image: External link]
	London[42]



	2009
	A Miracle[image: External link]
	Gary Trudgill
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]
	London[19]



	2012
	Sex With a Stranger
	Adam
	Trafalgar Studios[image: External link]
	London



	2014
	The Pass
	Jason
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]
	London



	2015
	A View from the Bridge[image: External link]
	Rodolpho
	Lyceum Theatre[image: External link]
	New York[43]



	2017
	Angels in America[image: External link]
	Joe Pitt
	Lyttelton Theatre, Royal National Theatre[image: External link]
	London
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	Year
	Title
	Role



	2006
	The History Boys
	Peter Rudge



	2007
	Rubbish
	Dan



	2009
	The Government Inspector[image: External link]
	Gendarme



	2009
	
The Admirable Crichton[image: External link][44]

	Crichton



	2009
	
Newfangle[45]

	Newfangle



	2009
	
Last Night, Another Soldier[46]

	Briggsy



	2009
	
The Richest Man In Britain[47]

	Dom



	2011
	Countrysides
	Simon
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Pearl Thusi






Pearl Thusi (born 13 May 1988) is a South African actress, model, radio, and television personality. Currently, she is the host of Lip Sync Battle Africa, broadcast on MTV Africa[image: External link] and E.tv[image: External link] (for the South African analogue tv audience) as well as Moments South Africa, broadcast on EbonyLife TV. She has starred on the SABC 3[image: External link] popular soap opera, Isidingo[image: External link], as Palesa Motaung, co-hosted Live AMP with DJ Warras and Luthando Shosha, the SABC 1[image: External link] celebrity gossip magazine show, The Real Goboza, with Phat Joe[image: External link] and was later replaced with Amanda du-Pont[image: External link] and Sinazo Yolwa.[1]

In 2015 she co-starred in Tremors 5: Bloodlines[image: External link]. She also appeared in a music video entitled "Pearl Thusi" by Emtee[image: External link].

In 2016, Thusi was cast in a series regular role as Dayana Mampasi on the second season of the ABC thriller series Quantico.[2][3]

In 2017, it was alleged that Thusi's internet talk show - The Right To Vote - formed a part of the African National Congress[image: External link] "Black Ops" election campaign. Co-ordinated in a central "War Room", the campaign aimed to promote pro-ANC sentiment in the media during the run-up to the 2016 local government election in South Africa. [4]
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Blair Underwood






Blair Erwin Underwood[1] (born August 25, 1964) is an American television, film, and stage actor and director. He played headstrong attorney Jonathan Rollins on the NBC legal drama L.A. Law[image: External link] for seven years. He has received two Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nominations, three NAACP Image Awards[image: External link] and one Grammy Award[image: External link]. In recent years, he has appeared as Andrew Garner[image: External link] on Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link], Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link] and In Treatment[image: External link] and was in NBC's The Event[image: External link].[2]
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 Early life




Underwood was born in Tacoma, Washington[image: External link], the son of Marilyn Ann Scales, an interior decorator[image: External link], and Frank Eugene Underwood, Sr., a United States Army[image: External link] colonel[image: External link].[3][4][5] Because of his father's military career, Underwood lived on bases[image: External link] and Army Posts in the United States and Stuttgart[image: External link], Germany, during his childhood.[6] Blair attended Petersburg High School[image: External link] in Petersburg, Virginia[image: External link]. He went on to attend the Carnegie Mellon School of Drama[image: External link] in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link], and is an honorary member of the Phi Beta Sigma[image: External link] fraternity.
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 Career




After his film debut, Krush Groove[image: External link], Underwood's 1985 appearance on The Cosby Show[image: External link] landed him a short stint on the ABC soap opera One Life to Live[image: External link] as Bobby Blue, which eventually led to his performance on the TV series L.A. Law[image: External link], where he appeared from 1987 to 1994. In 1996 he was featured in the July issue of Playgirl[image: External link]. Blair also appeared in the 1987's TV series 21 Jump Street[image: External link] aside a young Johnny Depp[image: External link] on episode "Gotta Finish the Riff."

Underwood's film career began with roles in Just Cause[image: External link] (1995), Set It Off[image: External link] (1996) and Deep Impact[image: External link] (1998). He also had a supporting role as a geneticist in Gattaca[image: External link]. In 2000, he played the lead role in the short-lived television series City of Angels[image: External link]. In 2003, he guest starred in four episodes[6] on the HBO series Sex and the City[image: External link] playing Cynthia Nixon[image: External link]'s love interest. In 2004, he played the role of Roger De Souza opposite Heather Locklear[image: External link] in NBC's LAX[image: External link].[7] He gained acclaim as the sexy grade school teacher in the CBS sitcom The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link] opposite Julia Louis-Dreyfus[image: External link] for two years. In 2007, he guest starred in an episode of the NBC series Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link].[8] He played the character Alex in the first season of the HBO[image: External link] series In Treatment[image: External link], for which he was nominated for best supporting actor at the 2009 Golden Globes[image: External link].[9]

Underwood has received three NAACP Image Awards[image: External link], for his film work in Rules of Engagement[image: External link], and his television work in L.A. Law[image: External link], City of Angels[image: External link], Murder in Mississippi[image: External link] and Mama Flora's Family[image: External link]. Underwood was voted one of People[image: External link] 's "50 Most Beautiful People" in 2000, and one of TV Guide 's "Most Influential Faces of the 90s".[10] In 2007, Underwood co-authored the novel Casanegra: A Tennyson Hardwick Novel with husband-and-wife team Steven Barnes[image: External link] and Tananarive Due[image: External link].

In 2010–2011, Underwood portrayed United States President Elias Martinez in the NBC[image: External link] drama series The Event[image: External link], which premiered in Fall 2010.[11][12] Underwood portrayed the role of Saint Mark[image: External link] in The Truth & Life Dramatized audio New Testament Bible, a 22-hour, celebrity-voiced, fully dramatized audio New Testament[image: External link], based on the RSV-CE[image: External link] translation.

In 2012, he played the lead role of Stanley in the Broadway revival of A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link].[13]

In 2013, Underwood played the role of Robert Ironside in the remake[image: External link] of the successful 1960's television series, Ironside[image: External link], made famous by the late Raymond Burr[image: External link].[14] The show was cancelled after three episodes.[15][16]

In 2016, Underwood was cast in the ABC thriller series Quantico for the series regular role of CIA officer, Owen Hall.[17]
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 Personal life




Underwood is a part of several charitable organizations. He won the 1993 Humanitarian Award for his work with the Los Angeles chapter of the Muscular Dystrophy Association[image: External link]. In 2003, along with Ashley Judd[image: External link], he served as the spokesperson for YouthAIDS[image: External link]. In addition, he is involved with the AIDS Healthcare Foundation's Blair Underwood Clinic in Washington, DC.[18]

Underwood also appeared in a 2004 public service announcement[image: External link] for The Fulfillment Fund.[19] He is a Trustee for the Robey Theatre Company[image: External link] in Los Angeles, a non-profit theatre group founded by Danny Glover[image: External link], focusing on plays about the Black[image: External link] experience.

He supported President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s candidacy and spoke at campaign rallies for Obama. Underwood got to know Obama while researching his L.A. Law role at Harvard Law School[image: External link], while Obama was president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link].[20]

Underwood's DNA test[image: External link] showed that he is a descendant of the Babungo people[image: External link] of Cameroon[image: External link].[21] Additional DNA testing and genealogical research revealed that his African ancestry comes from the Bamum[image: External link], Brong[image: External link] and lgbo[image: External link] ethnic groups of Western Africa.[22] The DNA test also connected Blair to a distant cousin in Babungo, Cameroon.[22]

On September 17, 1994, he married Desiree DaCosta, with whom he has three children, Paris, Brielle, and Blake.[10]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1985
	Krush Groove[image: External link]
	Russell Walker
	



	1988
	Mickey's 60th Birthday[image: External link]
	Jonathan Rollins
	Television film



	1989
	The Cover Girl and the Cop
	Horace Bouchet
	Television film



	1990
	Murder in Mississippi[image: External link]
	James Chaney
	Television film



	1990
	Heat Wave[image: External link]
	Robert Richardson
	Television film



	1992
	The Second Coming
	Jesus
	



	1993
	Posse[image: External link]
	Carver
	



	1993
	Father & Son: Dangerous Relations
	Jared Williams
	Television film



	1995
	Just Cause[image: External link]
	Bobby Earl
	



	1996
	Soul of the Game[image: External link]
	Jackie Robinson
	Television film



	1996
	Mistrial
	Lieutenant C. Hodges
	Television film



	1996
	Set It Off[image: External link]
	Keith Weston
	Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	1997
	Gattaca[image: External link]
	Geneticist
	



	1998
	Asunder
	Chance Williams
	



	1998
	Deep Impact[image: External link]
	Mark Simon
	



	1998
	Mama Flora's Family[image: External link]
	Willie
	Television film



	1999
	The Wishing Tree
	Magic Man
	



	2000
	Rules of Engagement[image: External link]
	Capt. Lee
	NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2002
	Truth Be Told
	Det. Harris
	



	2002
	G[image: External link]
	Chip Hightower
	



	2002
	Full Frontal[image: External link]
	Nicholas/Calvin
	



	2003
	Malibu's Most Wanted[image: External link]
	Tom Gibbons
	



	2004
	Fronterz
	(unknown role)
	



	2004
	Do Geese See God?
	Man
	



	2005
	Straight Out of Compton 2[image: External link]
	Hen
	Also producer



	2005
	Golden Blaze, TheThe Golden Blaze[image: External link]
	Gregory Fletcher/The Golden Blaze
	Animated



	2006
	Something New[image: External link]
	Mark Harper
	



	2006
	Madea's Family Reunion[image: External link]
	Carlos
	



	2006
	Covert One: The Hades Factor[image: External link]
	Palmer Addison
	Television film



	2007
	Operation Homecoming[image: External link]
	Voice role
	



	2007
	The Hit
	Hen
	



	2009
	The Bridge to Nowhere[image: External link]
	Director
	



	2011
	Art of Getting By, TheThe Art of Getting By[image: External link]
	Principal Bill Martinson
	



	2011
	I Will Follow[image: External link]
	Evan
	



	2012
	Woman Thou Art Loosed: On the 7th Day
	David Ames
	



	2012
	The True Friendship or Not?..
	Principal Bramble
	



	2014
	The Trip to Bountiful[image: External link]
	Ludie Watts
	Television film

NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actor in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]

Nominated—Critics' Choice Television Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Movie/Miniseries[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1985
	Knight Rider[image: External link]
	Potts
	Episode: "Knight of the Juggernaut: Part 1"



	1985
	Cosby Show, TheThe Cosby Show[image: External link]
	Robert (Denise's Friend)
	Episode: "Jitterbug Break"



	1985
	Cosby Show, TheThe Cosby Show
	Mark
	Episode: "Theo and the Other Woman"



	1985–1986
	One Life to Live[image: External link]
	Bobby Blue
	Unknown episodes



	1986–1987
	Downtown[image: External link]
	Terry Corsaro
	14 episodes



	1987
	Scarecrow and Mrs. King[image: External link]
	Stillman
	Episode: "All That Glitters"



	1987
	21 Jump Street[image: External link]
	Reginald Brooks
	Episode: "Gotta Finish the Riff"



	1987–1994
	L.A. Law[image: External link]
	Jonathan Rollins
	149 episodes

NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]



	1991
	Different World, AA Different World[image: External link]
	Zelmer Collier
	Episode: "War and Peace"



	1996–1997
	High Incident[image: External link]
	Officer Michael Rhoades
	22 episodes



	2000
	City of Angels[image: External link]
	Dr. Ben Turner
	24 episodes

NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]



	2003–2004
	Sex and the City[image: External link]
	Dr. Robert Leeds
	5 episodes

Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link] (2004–05)



	2004–2005
	Fatherhood[image: External link]
	Dr. Arthur Bindlebeep
	24 episodes



	2004–2005
	LAX[image: External link]
	Roger De Souza
	13 episodes



	2006–2010
	New Adventures of Old Christine, TheThe New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link]
	Mr. Harris
	9 episodes

Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link] (2008–09)



	2007
	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Miles Sennett
	Episode: "Burned"



	2007–2009
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	Simon Elder
	20 episodes

Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2008–09)



	2008
	In Treatment[image: External link]
	Alex
	9 episodes

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Nominated—NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]



	2010–2011
	The Event[image: External link]
	President Elias Martinez
	22 episodes



	2012
	Superman of Tokyo[image: External link]
	Superman of Tokyo
	2 episodes



	2013
	Thunder and Lightning[image: External link]
	Black Lightning[image: External link]
	2 episodes



	2013
	Ironside[image: External link]
	Robert Ironside
	9 episodes



	2015–2016
	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	Andrew Garner[image: External link]
	10 episodes



	2016–2017
	The Lion Guard[image: External link]
	Makuu (voice)
	5 episodes



	2016
	The Good Wife[image: External link]
	Harry Dargis
	Episode: "Shoot"



	2016–present
	Quantico
	Owen Hall
	22 episodes
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The Legend of Spyro: Dawn of the Dragon[image: External link] – Hunter
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	1991
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]
	L.A. Law[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1992
	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]
	Murder in Mississippi[image: External link]
	Won



	1995
	Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	L.A. Law[image: External link]
	Won



	1997
	Outstanding Actor in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]
	Soul of the Game[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Set It Off[image: External link]
	Nominated



	1999
	Outstanding Actor in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]
	Mama Flora's Family[image: External link]
	Won



	2001
	Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	City of Angels[image: External link]
	Won



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Rules of Engagement[image: External link]
	Won



	2004
	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	Sex and the City[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2005
	Nominated



	2008
	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009
	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]
	In Treatment[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link]
	An Inconvenient Truth
	Won



	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	In Treatment[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]
	The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Outstanding Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	The Event[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014
	Critics' Choice Television Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor in a Movie/Miniseries[image: External link]
	The Trip to Bountiful[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	NAACP Image Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actor in a Television Movie, Mini-Series or Dramatic Special[image: External link]
	Won
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List of Quantico episodes






Quantico is an American drama thriller series that premiered on September 27, 2015 on American Broadcasting Company (ABC).[1][2] Created by Joshua Safran who also serves as an executive producer, along with Mark Gordon[image: External link], Robert Sertner and Nicholas Pepper.[1][3]] The series follows a group of young FBI recruits, or New Agent Trainees (NATs); each has a specific reason for joining the FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia.[4]

Priyanka Chopra stars as Alex Parrish, who after graduating from the academy, joins the agency. She later becomes a prime suspect for masterminding the biggest terror attack on New York City since the September 11 attacks[image: External link], following a terrorist attack on the Grand Central Terminal[image: External link].[5][6] The series (up to the 35th episode) featured two timelines— the present where Parrish runs from captivity to prove her innocence and the past which showed her and her fellow recruits training at the academy, revealing various detail about their previous lives. Later, it switched to one timeline.[7] Every episode's title for the first season are the last word spoken in the episode, while for the second season, the episode's titles are CIA cryptonym[image: External link].[8][9]

Quantico's first season episodes were primarily shot in Montreal[image: External link] and later the production moved to New York for its second season.[10] The first 30 episodes have been broadcast on Sunday nights at 10:00 pm Eastern Standard Time[image: External link] (EST), before shifting to Monday nights at 10:00 pm.[11] All episodes are approximately forty-three minutes, excluding commercials and are broadcast in both high-definition and standard. The series' episodes are also available for download at the iTunes Store and Amazon Video.[12][13] ABC video on demand also releases recent episodes of the show for temporary viewing. Recent episodes are available on ABC's official Quantico website and on Hulu and Xfinity.[14][15][16] On August 23, 2016, the first season became available to stream instantly on Netflix in various countries.[17]

Quantico has received a number of accolades, particularly for Chopra. It has been nominated for four People's Choice Awards[image: External link], including Favorite Network TV Drama. Chopra has won two People's Choice Awards, including Favorite Dramatic TV Actress in 2017, making her the first South Asian to win a People's Choice Awards.[18][19] It has also received two Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] nominations, including one for Choice Breakout Series.[20]

As of May 15, 2017, 44 episodes of Quantico have aired, concluding the second season. On May 15, 2017, ABC renewed the series for a third season, consisting of 13 episodes.[21]

Series overview



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	
	1
	22
	September 27, 2015
	May 15, 2016
	55
	8.05[22]



	
	2
	22
	September 25, 2016
	May 15, 2017
	99
	4.53[23]




Episodes

Season 1 (2015–16)

Main article: Quantico (season 1)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Run"
	Marc Munden
	Joshua Safran
	September 27, 2015
	7.14[24]



	2
	2
	"America"
	Stephen Kay[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran
	October 4, 2015
	6.98[25]



	3
	3
	"Cover"
	Jennifer Lynch[image: External link]
	Jordon Nardino[image: External link]
	October 11, 2015
	5.75[26]



	4
	4
	"Kill"
	Rachel Morrison[image: External link]
	Cherien Dabis[image: External link]
	October 18, 2015
	5.30[27]



	5
	5
	"Found"
	David McWhirter
	Jake Coburn & Justin Brenneman
	October 25, 2015
	5.10[28]



	6
	6
	"God"
	Peter Leto[image: External link]
	Beth Schacter[image: External link]
	November 1, 2015
	4.05[29]



	7
	7
	"Go"
	Patrick Norris[image: External link]
	Logan Slakter
	November 8, 2015
	4.38[30]



	8
	8
	"Over"
	James Whitmore, Jr.[image: External link]
	Justin Brennenman & Sharbari Z. Ahmed
	November 15, 2015[a]
	4.20[32]



	9
	9
	"Guilty"
	Stephen Kay
	Cameron Litvack[image: External link]
	November 29, 2015
	4.07[33]



	10
	10
	"Quantico"
	Paul Edwards[image: External link]
	Jordon Nardino
	December 6, 2015
	4.39[34]



	11
	11
	"Inside"
	Thor Freudenthal[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran
	December 13, 2015
	4.56[35]



	12
	12
	"Alex"
	Jamie Payne
	Jake Coburn
	March 6, 2016
	3.75[36]



	13
	13
	"Clear"
	Jamie Barber
	Sharbari Z. Ahmed
	March 13, 2016
	3.96[37]



	14
	14
	"Answer"
	Jennifer Lynch
	Beth Schacter
	March 20, 2016
	3.54[38]



	15
	15
	"Turn"
	David McWhirter
	Cameron Litvack & Logan Slakter
	March 27, 2016
	3.39[39]



	16
	16
	"Clue"
	Steve Robin[image: External link]
	Justin Brenneman
	April 3, 2016
	3.68[40]



	17
	17
	"Care"
	Felix Enríquez Alcala[image: External link]
	Logan Slakter & Braden Marks
	April 10, 2016
	3.57[41]



	18
	18
	"Soon"
	P. J. Pesce[image: External link]
	Cherien Dabis
	April 17, 2016
	3.66[42]



	19
	19
	"Fast"
	J. Miller Tobin[image: External link]
	Dan Pulick
	April 24, 2016
	3.46[43]



	20
	20
	"Drive"
	Ron Underwood[image: External link]
	Jake Coburn
	May 1, 2016
	3.37[44]



	21
	21
	"Right"[b]
	Holly Dale[image: External link]
	Cameron Litvack
	May 8, 2016
	3.48[46]



	22
	22
	"Yes"
	Larry Teng[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran
	May 15, 2016
	3.78[47]




Season 2 (2016–17)

Main article: Quantico (season 2)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	23
	1
	"Kudove"
	Patrick Norris[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran & Logan Slakter
	September 25, 2016
	3.64[48]



	24
	2
	"Lipstick"
	Patrick Norris
	Cami Delavigne
	October 2, 2016
	3.57[49]



	25
	3
	"Stescalade"
	Jennifer Lynch[image: External link]
	Beth Schacter[image: External link]
	October 16, 2016
	3.04[50]



	26
	4
	"Kubark"
	Steve Robin[image: External link]
	Jordon Nardino[image: External link]
	October 23, 2016
	2.79[51]



	27
	5
	"Kmforget"
	Jennifer Lynch
	Cameron Litvack[image: External link]
	October 30, 2016
	2.43[52]



	28
	6
	"Aquiline"
	Hanelle Culpepper[image: External link]
	Jorge Zamacona[image: External link]
	November 6, 2016
	2.20[53]



	29
	7
	"Lcflutter"
	Steve Robin
	Gideon Yago[image: External link]
	November 13, 2016
	2.75[54]



	30
	8
	"Odenvy"
	Reza Tabrizi
	Justin Brenneman
	November 27, 2016
	2.29[55]



	31
	9
	"Cleopatra"
	Gideon Raff[image: External link]
	Marisha Mukerjee
	January 23, 2017
	2.90[56]



	32
	10
	"Jmpalm"
	David McWhirter
	Braden Marks
	January 30, 2017
	2.76[57]



	33
	11
	"Zrtorch"
	Kenneth Fink[image: External link]
	Logan Slakter
	February 6, 2017
	2.68[58]



	34
	12
	"Fallenoracle"
	Ralph Hemecker[image: External link]
	Jordon Nardino & Justin Brenneman
	February 13, 2017
	2.43[59]



	35
	13
	"Epicshelter"
	Constantine Makris[image: External link]
	Beth Schacter & Marisha Mukerjee
	February 20, 2017
	2.47[60]



	36
	14
	"Lnwilt"
	Norman Buckley[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran & Gideon Yago
	March 20, 2017
	3.31[61]



	37
	15
	"Mockingbird"
	Patrick Norris
	Cameron Litvack & Cami Delavigne
	March 27, 2017
	3.15[62]



	38
	16
	"Mktopaz"
	Constantine Makris
	Jon Derengowski & Sara Miller
	April 3, 2017
	2.96[63]



	39
	17
	"Odyoke"
	Steve Robin
	Jordon Nardino
	April 10, 2017
	2.57[64]



	40
	18
	"Kumonk"
	David McWhirter
	Justin Brenneman
	April 17, 2017
	2.76[65]



	41
	19
	"Mhorder"
	Jennifer Lynch
	Logan Slakter & Gideon Yago
	April 24, 2017
	2.59[66]



	42
	20
	"GlobalReach"
	Cherien Dabis[image: External link]
	Beth Schacter
	May 1, 2017
	2.65[67]



	43
	21
	"Rainbow"
	Patrick Norris
	Cameron Litvack
	May 8, 2017
	2.54[68]



	44
	22
	"Resistance"
	Jim McKay[image: External link]
	Joshua Safran
	May 15, 2017
	2.72[69]




Notes



	
^ The episode aired in the wake of the 2015 Paris attacks[image: External link]. Prior to airing, the following disclaimer was added: "In light of recent world events, the following drama contains especially impactful subject matter. Viewer discretion is advised."[31]


	
^ The episode was initially titled "Closure" until ABC retitled it "Right" as the episode premiered.[45]
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Sherbrooke






This article is about the city in Quebec, Canada. For other uses, see Sherbrooke (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Sherbrooke (/'Se:rbrUk /[image: External link]; Quebec French pronunciation  [ʃɛʁbʁʊk][image: External link]) is a city in southern Quebec, Canada. Sherbrooke is situated at the confluence of the Saint-François[image: External link] (St. Francis) and Magog[image: External link] rivers in the heart of the Estrie[image: External link] administrative region. Sherbrooke is also the name of a territory equivalent to a regional county municipality[image: External link] (TE) and census division[image: External link] (CD) of Quebec, coextensive with the city of Sherbrooke. With 154,601 residents at the 2011 census[image: External link],[3] Sherbrooke was the sixth largest city in the province of Quebec and the thirtieth[image: External link] largest in Canada. The Sherbrooke Census Metropolitan Area[image: External link] had 201,890 inhabitants,[5] making it the fourth largest metropolitan area in Quebec and nineteenth[image: External link] largest in Canada.

Originally known as Hyatt's Mill, it was renamed after Sir[image: External link] John Coape Sherbrooke[image: External link] (1764–1840), a British[image: External link] general who was Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] of Nova Scotia[image: External link] (1812–1816), and Governor General[image: External link] of British North America[image: External link] (1816–1818).

Sherbrooke is the primary economic, political, cultural and institutional centre of Estrie, and was known as the Queen of the Eastern Townships[image: External link] at the beginning of the 20th century.

There are eight institutions educating 40,000 students and employing 11,000 people, 3,700 of whom are professors, teachers and researchers.[6] The direct economic impact of these institutions exceeds 1 billion dollars[image: External link].[6] The proportion of university students is 10.32 students per 100 inhabitants. In proportion to its population, Sherbrooke has the largest concentration of students in Quebec.[7]

Since the nineteenth century, Sherbrooke has been a manufacturing centre. This segment of the economy has experienced a considerable transformation in recent decades as a result of the decline of the city's traditional manufacturing sectors.[clarification needed[image: External link]] The service sector[image: External link] occupies a prominent place in the economy of the city, as well as a growing knowledge-based economy[image: External link].[8]

The Sherbrooke region is surrounded by mountains[image: External link], rivers[image: External link] and lakes[image: External link]. There are several ski hills nearby and various tourist attractions in regional flavour. Mont-Bellevue Park[image: External link], a large park in the city, is used for downhill skiing[image: External link].
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 History




The First Nations[image: External link] were the first inhabitants, having originally settled the region between 8,000 and 3,000 years ago.[9] Traces of seasonal camps, characterized by arrowheads, scrapers, and other similar tools have been found. Ceramic objects dating from the Woodland period (3000 to 500 BP) were also found, indicating that the region continued to be occupied by nomadic people during this period.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

Upon the arrival of Samuel de Champlain[image: External link] in Quebec in 1608, this region was under the control of the Mohawks[image: External link]. France created an alliance through its missionaries with the Abenaki[image: External link], located in Maine[image: External link] and Vermont[image: External link]. The French were driven to the valley of the St. Lawrence River[image: External link] near Trois-Rivières[image: External link] after a Mohawk victory in the war of 1660[image: External link]. Seeking to obtain control of the territory, the area around present-day Sherbrooke was a battlefield between the two peoples who had to travel to the region.

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] between France and Britain[image: External link], the Abenaki, still allied with the French, travelled along the rivers of the Eastern Townships[image: External link], frequently near present-day Sherbrooke during British raids. The Treaty of Paris[image: External link] was signed in 1783, ending the war, and soon after its recognition came the Independence of the United States[image: External link]. The Eastern Townships were under Abekani control for a few years, having practised hunting and fishing for centuries. However, the American Revolution attracted loyalists[image: External link] to the region who began to covet the land and obtain government grants.

The first European settler to reside in the Sherbrooke region was a French Canadian[image: External link] named Jean-Baptiste Nolain, of whom few details are known, except that he arrived in 1779 to engage in agriculture.

The first attempts at colonization occurred in 1792 on the banks of the St. Francis River[image: External link]. This settlement was known as Cowan's Clearance. In 1793, loyalist Gilbert Hyatt[image: External link], a farmer from Schenectady, New York[image: External link], established his farm not far from the confluence of the Massawippi River[image: External link] and Coaticook River[image: External link], before the governor of Lower Canada[image: External link] officially awarded the land. In the next two years, 18 families came to live on the site. The Crown[image: External link] acknowledged Hyatt's ownership of the land in 1801. Hyatt built the first dam on the Magog River[image: External link], in collaboration with another loyalist named Jonathan Ball, who had bought land on the north bank of the river. Hyatt then built a gristmill[image: External link] in 1802 on the south bank of the river, while Ball built a sawmill[image: External link] on the north shore. By constructing the mill, Hyatt effectively founded the small village that became known as "Hyatt's Mills". The village was named "Hyatt's Mills" until 1818 when the village was renamed after Governor General[image: External link] Sir John Sherbrooke[image: External link] at the time of his retirement and return to England.

In 1832 Sherbrooke attracted most of the activities of the British American Land Company (BALC) and benefited from the injection of British capital into the region. Manufacturing activities were established that harnessed the Magog River's hydropower[image: External link]. From 1835 Sherbrooke began to seek government support to establish a railway[image: External link] line, but this only became a reality in 1852 through the line connecting the cities of Montreal[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link].

The second half of the nineteenth century saw the establishment of academic institutions which transformed Sherbrooke into a college town[image: External link].

King George VI[image: External link] and Queen Elizabeth[image: External link] visited the city by train on 12 June 1939. Over 100,000 people were estimated to be in the crowd that greeted them. They were there to build goodwill for the British Empire[image: External link] before they confronted Nazi Germany[image: External link] and the Axis Powers[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link].[10][11]

Despite the town's English name and heritage, relatively few traces of the city's English past remain, and the vast majority of the city's residents speak French.

As part of the 2000–2006 municipal reorganization in Quebec[image: External link], the city grew considerably on 1 January 2002, with the amalgamation of the following towns and municipalities: Sherbrooke, Ascot, Bromptonville, Deauville, Fleurimont, Lennoxville[image: External link], Rock Forest, and Saint-Élie-d'Orford. Part of Stoke[image: External link] was also annexed to the newly expanded Sherbrooke.
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 Geography




Located at the confluence of the Saint-François[image: External link] (St. Francis) and Magog[image: External link] rivers in the heart of the Eastern Townships[image: External link] and the Estrie[image: External link] administrative region. Sherbrooke is also the name of a territory equivalent to a regional county municipality[image: External link] (TE) and census division[image: External link] (CD) of Quebec, coextensive with the city of Sherbrooke. Its geographical code is 43.[ vague[image: External link]]

Sherbrooke is the seat of the judicial district[image: External link] of Saint-François.[12]
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 Climate




Sherbrooke has a humid continental climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Dfb), with long, cold, and snowy winters, warm summers, and short but crisp springs and autumns. Highs range from −5.8 °C (21.6 °F) in January to 24.6 °C (76.3 °F) in July. In an average year, there are 34 nights at or colder than −20 °C (−4 °F), and 6.5 nights at or colder than −30 °C (−22 °F); 4.1 days will see highs reaching 30 °C (86 °F).[13] Annual snowfall is large, averaging at 287 centimetres (113 in), sometimes falling in May and October. Precipitation is not sparse any time of the year, but is the greatest in summer and fall and at its least from January to April, totalling 1,100 millimetres (43.3 in) annually.

The highest temperature ever recorded in Sherbrooke was 36.7 °C (98 °F) on 1 & 2 July 1931.[14] The coldest temperature ever recorded was −41.2 °C (−42.2 °F) on 15 January 2004.[15]



	Climate data for Sherbrooke Airport[image: External link], 1981−2010 normals, extremes 1900−present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high humidex[image: External link]
	17.4
	17.1
	27.0
	31.5
	36.0
	43.9
	46.5
	43.4
	38.7
	31.8
	26.3
	19.0
	46.5



	Record high °C (°F)
	15.0

(59)
	17.1

(62.8)
	25.3

(77.5)
	30.0

(86)
	33.3

(91.9)
	35.0

(95)
	36.7

(98.1)
	36.1

(97)
	34.0

(93.2)
	28.3

(82.9)
	23.9

(75)
	17.8

(64)
	36.7

(98.1)



	Average high °C (°F)
	−5.8

(21.6)
	−2.8

(27)
	2.3

(36.1)
	10.4

(50.7)
	18.3

(64.9)
	22.2

(72)
	24.6

(76.3)
	23.7

(74.7)
	19.2

(66.6)
	12.2

(54)
	5.1

(41.2)
	−2.1

(28.2)
	10.6

(51.1)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−11.9

(10.6)
	−9.4

(15.1)
	−3.7

(25.3)
	4.5

(40.1)
	11.4

(52.5)
	15.5

(59.9)
	18.2

(64.8)
	17.3

(63.1)
	12.3

(54.1)
	6.3

(43.3)
	0.6

(33.1)
	−7.3

(18.9)
	4.5

(40.1)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−17.9

(−0.2)
	−15.9

(3.4)
	−9.7

(14.5)
	−1.4

(29.5)
	4.3

(39.7)
	8.8

(47.8)
	11.7

(53.1)
	10.8

(51.4)
	6.3

(43.3)
	0.5

(32.9)
	−4

(25)
	−12.4

(9.7)
	−1.6

(29.1)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−41.2

(−42.2)
	−40

(−40)
	−35

(−31)
	−21.1

(−6)
	−6.7

(19.9)
	−2.2

(28)
	0.5

(32.9)
	−1.7

(28.9)
	−7.4

(18.7)
	−15

(5)
	−25.5

(−13.9)
	−39.4

(−38.9)
	−41.2

(−42.2)



	Record low wind chill[image: External link]
	−47.2
	−48
	−42.4
	−29.7
	−12.8
	−5.4
	0.0
	−4.7
	−8.6
	−16.7
	−27.9
	−48.3
	−48.3



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	74.3

(2.925)
	61.7

(2.429)
	71.3

(2.807)
	84.0

(3.307)
	94.3

(3.713)
	108.4

(4.268)
	109.5

(4.311)
	126.1

(4.965)
	94.8

(3.732)
	90.4

(3.559)
	99.1

(3.902)
	86.5

(3.406)
	1,100.4

(43.323)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	17.3

(0.681)
	16.6

(0.654)
	27.6

(1.087)
	63.3

(2.492)
	94.0

(3.701)
	108.4

(4.268)
	109.5

(4.311)
	126.1

(4.965)
	94.7

(3.728)
	87.5

(3.445)
	70.8

(2.787)
	32.0

(1.26)
	847.9

(33.382)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	68.2

(26.85)
	54.2

(21.34)
	48.2

(18.98)
	21.2

(8.35)
	0.37

(0.146)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.03

(0.012)
	3.2

(1.26)
	29.1

(11.46)
	62.1

(24.45)
	286.5

(112.8)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	19.7
	15.5
	16.0
	14.9
	15.7
	15.2
	14.0
	13.3
	12.6
	14.0
	17.2
	19.1
	187.1



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	3.5
	3.3
	6.4
	12.2
	15.1
	15.1
	13.8
	14.5
	13.0
	13.7
	11.5
	5.4
	127.5



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.2 cm)
	18.9
	14.3
	10.9
	5.6
	0.21
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.07
	1.5
	8.6
	16.2
	76.3



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	84.5
	107.8
	137.7
	159.8
	212.3
	234.6
	257.0
	231.3
	165.6
	118.9
	67.9
	67.6
	1,844.9



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	29.8
	36.9
	37.4
	39.5
	46.1
	50.1
	54.2
	52.9
	43.9
	34.9
	23.7
	24.8
	39.5



	Source: Environment Canada[image: External link] [13][16][17][18]
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 Cityscape
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 Boroughs




Main article: Boroughs of Sherbrooke[image: External link]


In 2002, Sherbrooke merged[image: External link] with most of the suburban municipalities in the surrounding area: Rock Forest, Saint-Élie-d'Orford, Deauville, Fleurimont, Bromptonville, Ascot, and Lennoxville. This resulted in the creation of six boroughs for the city: Brompton[image: External link], Fleurimont[image: External link], Lennoxville[image: External link], Mont-Bellevue[image: External link], Rock Forest–Saint-Élie–Deauville[image: External link], and Jacques-Cartier[image: External link].
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 Neighbourhoods




The city includes several neighbourhoods:



	Le quartier universitaire

	Le Vieux-Nord

	Collinsville

	Secteur Galvin

	L'Est

	Ascot

	Mi-Vallon

	du Pin-Solitaire

	Le Petit Canada
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 Demographics






	Ethnic origin ()[N 1]




	Ethnic origin
	Population
	Percent



	Canadian[image: External link]
	99,465
	68.8%



	French[image: External link]
	46,915
	32.4%



	Irish[image: External link]
	8,530
	5.9%



	English[image: External link]
	4,530
	3.1%



	North American Indian[image: External link]
	4,480
	3.1%



	Scottish[image: External link]
	2,885
	2.0%



	Québécois[image: External link]
	2,670
	1.8%



	German[image: External link]
	2,175
	1.5%



	Italian[image: External link]
	2,035
	1.4%






	Sherbrooke



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1871
	8,532
	—    



	1881
	12,410
	+45.5%



	1891
	15,930
	+28.4%



	1901
	18,724
	+17.5%



	1911[image: External link]
	23,865
	+27.5%



	1921
	33,624
	+40.9%



	1931
	39,325
	+17.0%



	1941
	47,614
	+21.1%



	1951
	63,608
	+33.6%



	1956
	72,789
	+14.4%



	1961
	82,939
	+13.9%



	1966
	94,988
	+14.5%



	1971
	103,083
	+8.5%



	1976
	111,137
	+7.8%



	1981
	117,848
	+6.0%



	1986
	122,282
	+3.8%



	1991
	131,123
	+7.2%



	1996[image: External link]
	136,681
	+4.2%



	2001[image: External link]
	139,388
	+2.0%



	2006[image: External link]
	147,427
	+5.8%



	2011[image: External link]
	154,601
	+4.9%



	2014[22]

	162,163
	+4.9%



	
[20][21]





According to the 2011 Census[image: External link], there were 154,601 people residing in Sherbrooke, a 4.9% increase over the 2006 Census[image: External link].[5] The city of Sherbrooke has a land area of 353.49 km2 (136.48 sq mi), and a population density[image: External link] of 437.356/km2 (1,132.747/sq mi).[5] The median age of the population was 40.3 in 2011 and 84.3% of the population were aged 15 and over.[5]

French was the first language of 129,970 people (89.9%), while English was the first language of 5,740 (4%), 7,815 (5.4%) people spoke other first languages, 640 (0.4%) had learned both English and French, while 370 (0.3%) had learned both French and another language.[23] French was the home language of 133,175 people (92.1%), English of 5,350 (3.7%), other languages of 4,480 (3.1%), both English and French of 685 (0.5%), and French and another language of 820 (0.6%).[24]
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 Census Metropolitan Area




The Census Metropolitan Area (CMA)[image: External link] comprises the cities of Sherbrooke, Magog[image: External link] and Waterville[image: External link], the municipalities of Ascot Corner[image: External link], Compton[image: External link], Stoke[image: External link] and Val-Joli[image: External link]; the parish municipality of Saint-Denis-de-Brompton[image: External link]; the township municipalities of Hatley[image: External link] and Orford[image: External link]; and the village municipality of North Hatley[image: External link]. The population in 2011 was 201,890.

The CMA was defined slightly differently in 2006: it did not include Orford or Val-Joli. The remainder of this section applies to the 2006 census, since the applicable 2011 census figures are not yet available as of May 2012.

Indigenous peoples[image: External link] comprised just over 0.6% of the population.[25]

French was mother tongue[image: External link] to 90.6% of residents (counting both single and multiple responses). The next most common mother tongues were English at 5.6%, Spanish at 1.3%, Arabic[image: External link] and Serbo-Croatian languages[image: External link] at 0.6% each, Persian[image: External link] at 0.4%, Niger–Congo languages[image: External link] at 0.3%, and Chinese[image: External link] and German at 0.2% each. (Percentages may total more than 100% owing to rounding and multiple responses).[26][27]

About 87% of the population identified as Roman Catholic[image: External link] in 2001 while 6% said they had no religious affiliation, 1.2% were Anglican[image: External link], 0.8% Muslim[image: External link], 0.8% United Church[image: External link], 0.7% Baptists[image: External link], 0.5% Eastern Orthodox[image: External link] and 0.3% Jehovah’s Witnesses[image: External link]. Pentecostals[image: External link] and Methodists[image: External link] accounted for 0.2% each, while Buddhists[image: External link], Presbyterians[image: External link], Seventh-day Adventists[image: External link], Mormons[image: External link] and Plymouth Brethren[image: External link] accounted for 0.1% each.[28]

Four thousand recent immigrants (arriving between 2001 and 2006) now comprise about 2% of the total population. Approximately 13% have emigrated from Colombia[image: External link], 12% from France, 7% from Afghanistan[image: External link], 6% from each of Morocco[image: External link] and Argentina[image: External link], 5% from each of Algeria[image: External link] and Congo[image: External link], 4% from China, and 3% from each of Burundi[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link], and Tanzania[image: External link]. About 2% of these recent immigrants were born in the United States while about 2% were born in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link].[29]
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 Economy




Sherbrooke, which is the economic centre of Estrie, is a significant cultural, industrial, and academic hub in the province. The city is directly served by three railways that have junctions with the Canadian National[image: External link] and Canadian Pacific[image: External link] railways: the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad[image: External link], the Quebec Central Railway[image: External link], and the Montreal, Maine and Atlantic Railway[image: External link]. Sherbrooke is also served by four highways as well as a regional airport, named for Sherbrooke, but located in the nearby city of Cookshire-Eaton[image: External link]. However the airport no longer offers commercial services as of March 2010.

According to data from the Institut de la statistique du Québec[image: External link], average personal income per capita[image: External link] in the Census Metropolitan Area (CMA)[image: External link] of Sherbrooke amounted to C$[image: External link]30,976 in 2010.[30] Estrie's GDP[image: External link] for the same year was $9.59 billion.[31]


	Largest employers



As of 2010, the largest employers in Sherbrooke are Université de Sherbrooke (6,000 employees), Centre hospitalier universitaire de Sherbrooke[image: External link] (5,511), Commission scolaire de la Région-de-Sherbrooke[image: External link] (3,050), Centre de santé et de services sociaux – Institut universitaire de gériatrie de Sherbrooke (2,650), City of Sherbrooke (1,913), Desjardins Group[image: External link] (1,713), Cégep de Sherbrooke[image: External link] (800), Centre Jeunesse de l'Estrie (527), Nordia Inc.[image: External link] (500), Canada Post[image: External link] (497), Kruger Inc.[image: External link] - Publication papers business unit (455), Bishop's University[image: External link] (450) and McDonald's[image: External link] (400).[32][N 2]
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 Culture




In the summer season, several festivals, concerts, and events are held in the city, such as the Fête du Lac des Nations[image: External link], Sherblues & Folk, and the Festival des traditions du monde[image: External link]. Come winter, the city hosts the Carnaval de Sherbrooke.

The city has British architectural heritage[image: External link], as seen in the buildings in Vieux-Nord[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The city has the fourth largest theatre in Quebec, the Maurice O'Bready University Cultural Centre of Sherbrooke.[34] Music, theatre, and dance shows are staged there. The Centennial Theatre of Bishop's University[image: External link] also hosts music and dance concerts from around the world. The Vieux Clocher, owned by the Université de Sherbrooke, has two stages, the primary being used by various music groups and comedians from around the province. The Théâtre Granada[image: External link], designated as a historical site by the Canadian government, holds music concerts. It has retained its original architecture since its opening. The Petit Théâtre de Sherbrooke, located downtown, presents musicals and plays for children.[35]

Since 2007, the Centre des arts de la scène Jean-Besré (CASJB), built by the city with the support of the Ministry of Culture and Communications[image: External link], has assisted in the creation and production of material for the region's artistic community.[36] Currently it serves as the location for training theatre, music, and dance professionals. It contains three rehearsal studios, a production room, a decoration workshop, and a costume workshop, as well as administrative offices for each of its resident companies.[36]
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 Auditoriums






	Salle Maurice-O'Bready

	Granada Theatre[image: External link]

	Centennial Theatre

	Vieux Clocher

	Petit Théâtre de Sherbrooke

	Théâtre Léonard Saint-Laurent

	Salle Alfred-Des Rochers
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 Attractions
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 Museums and visitors' centres





	Sherbrooke Nature and Science Museum[image: External link]

	Centre d'interpretation de l'histoire de Sherbrooke

	Sherbrooke Museum of Fine Arts[image: External link]

	Centre culturel et du patrimoine Uplands

	Art gallery at the Centre Culturel of Sherbrooke University

	Centre d'art actuel Sporobole

	Prison Winter
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 Parks




Sherbrooke has parks and greenspaces[image: External link] that encompass a variety of recreational activities. In total, there are 108 in the municipality.[39] Parks Jacques-Cartier, Mont Bellevue[image: External link], Bois Beckett, Lucien-Blanchard, Central, Quintal, Victoria, and Marais Réal-D.-Carbonneau are among the most popular destinations.


	Jacques-Cartier Park




	Situated along lac des Nations[image: External link], this park is about 1 kilometre (0.62 mi) away from the downtown area and is connected to the lac des Nations promenade. It contains several sports facilities including soccer fields and tennis courts. Several festivals are held here including the Fête du Lac des Nations[image: External link], the Carnaval de Sherbooke, the festivities for the Fête Nationale[image: External link] and Canada Day[image: External link].




	Mont Bellevue Park[image: External link]




	This park is the largest in Sherbrooke, with an area of 200 hectares (490 acres). Situated partially on the campus of l'Université de Sherbrooke, it is managed by the city and developed by volunteer organization Regroupement du Mont-Bellevue. Within the park are mounts Bellevue and John-S.-Bourque, the former of which has a small ski station. The park is also used for cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, walking, and tubing[image: External link] in winter; as well as hiking, mountain biking, archery, tennis, and jogging in summer. The park contains a total of 30 kilometres (19 mi) of trails and several different types of ecosystems.[40]





	Bois Beckett Park




	This park was established on an old maple grove that belonged to Major Henry Beckett between 1834 and 1870. The property remained in his family until it was acquired by the city in 1963.[41] In 2000, the Ministère de Ressources naturelles et de la Faune recognized the property as an old-growth forest[image: External link].[42] The oldest tree is said to be 270 years old.[43] The park is maintained, protected and promoted by a volunteer group. Several trails have been built by the city which are open year-round. Within the park, there are several artifacts left behind by Beckett, such as foundations, wells, and farm equipment.




	Lucien-Blanchard Park




	Situated 3 kilometres (1.9 mi) west of downtown on the bank of the Magog River[image: External link], this park is open to several outdoor activities such as swimming and beach volleyball. Bicycles, canoes, kayaks, paddle boats, and dragon boats[image: External link] are available for rent. There is an interpretation centre[image: External link] with an emphasis on the reptiles and amphibians of the region as well as a boutique.




	Central Park




	At the heart of the Rock Forest–Saint-Élie–Deauville[image: External link] borough, this park is equipped for soccer, tennis, baseball, beach volleyball, and has a playground and an outdoor pool.




	Quintal Park




	Formerly called Parc Central de Fleurimont, this park is situated in the borough of Fleurimont[image: External link], and mirrors Central Park of Rock Forest-Saint-Élie-Deauville. In early July, the Pif Classic baseball tournament is held in the park, and in August, it hosts the Festival des Traditions du Monde.




	Victoria and Sylvie-Daigle Parks




	Across Terrill Street from one another, these parks are situated just east of downtown. Inside these parks lie pedestrian trails, Olympic-size soccer fields, a handicap accessible outdoor pool, and a sports complex.[44] This multifunctional facility, called the Centre MultiSport Roland-Dussault, has an artificial turf allowing local teams the opportunity to practise indoor soccer, baseball, football, rugby, and so on. There is a hockey arena.




	Marais Réal-D.-Carbonneau




	Located near the Saint-François River[image: External link], this marsh was developed by CHARMES, a non-profit management corporation that seeks to promote ecotourism[image: External link] in and around Sherbrooke.[45][46] The park is located on 40 hectares (99 acres) of land and allows visitors access to wooden piers and observation towers, where there are over 50 tree and shrub species and birds.[47]
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 Sports




The Sherbrooke Expos of the Ligue de Baseball Senior Élite du Québec[image: External link] play their home games at Amedée Roy Stadium[image: External link]. There have been various baseball teams from the Eastern League[image: External link], Canadian Baseball League[image: External link] and Ligue de Baseball Élite du Québec[image: External link] in addition to hosting the 2002 World Junior Baseball Championships[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The Sherbrooke Phoenix[image: External link] is a junior hockey team playing in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League[image: External link].
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 Government




Main article: Sherbrooke City Council[image: External link]
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 Municipal




The current mayor of Sherbrooke is Bernard Sévigny[image: External link].

The merged city is composed of six boroughs: Brompton[image: External link], Fleurimont[image: External link], Lennoxville[image: External link], Mont-Bellevue[image: External link], Rock Forest–Saint-Élie–Deauville[image: External link] and Jacques-Cartier[image: External link]. Each of the boroughs is subdivided into electoral districts[image: External link], with the number varying based on population. For example, there are only two districts in Brompton, which only has 6,314 inhabitants, whereas Fleurimont (pop. 40,824) has five. Sherbrooke has 21 districts total, for which the average population is 7,200 inhabitants.



	Borough
	Population
	City Councillors



	Brompton
	5,956
	3



	Fleurimont
	41,276
	5



	Jacques-Cartier
	30,229
	4



	Lennoxville
	5,195
	3



	Mont-Bellevue
	33,377
	4



	Rock Forest–Saint-Élie–Deauville
	29,191
	4
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 Federal and provincial




Sherbrooke is split into the federal electoral districts of Sherbrooke[image: External link], represented by Pierre-Luc Dusseault[image: External link] of the New Democratic Party[image: External link] (NDP) and Compton—Stanstead[image: External link], represented by Jean Rousseau[image: External link] of the NDP.

Provincially, Sherbrooke is divided into two electoral districts. Sherbrooke[image: External link] is represented by Serge Cardin of the Parti Québécois[image: External link] (PQ), and Saint-François[image: External link] is represented by Rejean Hebert of the PQ.
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 Public safety




In 2007, the crime rate[image: External link] was 5,491 per 100,000.[48]
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 Military




Sherbrooke does not host any units from the Regular Force[image: External link] with the exception of a recruiting centre, but four Primary Reserve[image: External link] units are stationed in the city:


	52nd Field Ambulance[image: External link], formerly known as 8th Medical Company.

	714th Communication Squadron[image: External link]

	Les Fusiliers de Sherbrooke[image: External link]

	The Sherbrooke Hussars[image: External link], formed from the amalgamation of The Sherbrooke Regiment and the 7th/11th Hussars in 1965.



A Canadian military artifact is preserved at the William Street Armoury, the Sherman tank "Bomb"[image: External link] which helped liberate Europe fighting with the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment[image: External link] and is the only Canadian tank to have landed on the Normandy beach on D-Day[image: External link] and fought through to VE Day[image: External link] without being knocked out.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Sherbrooke Airport[image: External link], in Cookshire-Eaton[image: External link] is just east of the city. There are currently no scheduled flights operating out of the airport.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Transdev Limocar[image: External link] provides bus service to Montreal[image: External link] via Granby[image: External link] and Magog[image: External link]. Formerly, Autobus Jordez linked Sherbrooke to Drummondville[image: External link] and Trois-Rivières[image: External link], and also to Victoriaville[image: External link] and Quebec City[image: External link], but since the company lost their licence to operate heavy vehicles,[49] they have sold their licence to Autobus La Québécoise, who now provide the service.

Société de transport de Sherbrooke[image: External link] (STS) provides bus service within the city. It operates 17 bus routes, 11 minibus routes, and 5 taxibus routes.

The city is located at the eastern terminus of A-10[image: External link], and directly on the Autoroute Trans-Québécoise ( A-55[image: External link]). A-10 provides a direct freeway connection to Montreal and points west, while A-55 connects directly to Trois-Rivières, Shawinigan[image: External link], and points north, as well as to Interstate 91[image: External link] to the south (Vermont). A-410[image: External link] and A-610[image: External link] are the southern and northern bypass roads, respectively.
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 Public health




The suburban Sherbrooke University Hospital ("CHUS"[50] or "Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Sherbooke) has over 5,200 employees, including 550 doctors. It includes a clinical research facility, the Etienne-Lebel Research Center.
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 Education




Sherbrooke has eight institutions that make up the Sherbrooke University Pole,[51] which educates some 40,000 students and employs about 11,000 persons.[52] University students comprise 10.32% of the population, the highest concentration in Quebec.[53]

The city is the location of one French-language university, the Université de Sherbrooke, and an English-language university, Bishop's University[image: External link]. U de S is a comprehensive university with schools of medicine[image: External link] and law[image: External link] and extensive graduate programs[image: External link]. Bishop's is smaller and predominantly undergraduate[image: External link]. There are three CEGEPs[image: External link] in Sherbrooke, two of them French-language, the Cégep de Sherbrooke[image: External link] and the Séminaire de Sherbrooke[image: External link], and one English-language, Champlain College Lennoxville[image: External link].
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 Media




Main article: Media in Sherbrooke[image: External link]
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 See also





	Boroughs of Sherbrooke[image: External link]

	List of mayors of Sherbrooke[image: External link]

	List of people from Sherbrooke[image: External link]

	Société de transport de Sherbrooke[image: External link]

	List of regional county municipalities and equivalent territories in Quebec[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Taken from the 2006 Census. The percentages add to more than 100% because of dual responses (e.g. "French Canadian" generates an entry in both the "French" and "Canadian" categories.) Groups with greater than 1,500 responses are included.


	
^ Enterprises operating in Sherbrooke only and having 400 or more employees.
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ABC Studios






Touchstone Television Productions, LLC[1] (dba ABC Studios), is the television[image: External link] production[image: External link] unit of ABC Entertainment Group, part of Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link]. ABC Studios was established as the Touchstone Films TV banner in 1984 and given its current name on May 24, 2007.
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 History
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 Touchstone Television




The Touchstone Films[image: External link] banner was used for TV by then new Disney CEO Michael Eisner[image: External link] in the 1984–85 television season with the short lived western, Wildside[image: External link].[2] Touchstone was a banner of Disney Pictures which included at the time television production. The next TV season, Disney Picture's TV production unit produced a hit with The Golden Girls[image: External link] using the Touchstone Films brand.[3]

Walt Disney Television[image: External link] and Touchstone Television were grouped together under Garth Ancier[image: External link] as president of network television for Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] on April 18, 1989.[4]

In 1992, Touchstone moved into producing longer forms for TV focusing on more adult fare with its first telefilm being for CBS about Edna Buchanan, a Miami Herald crime reporter who would win a Pulitzer Prize.[5]

On August 24, 1994, with Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link]'s resignation, Richard Frank[image: External link] became head of Walt Disney Television and Telecommunications[image: External link], a new Disney group taking Touchstone and other TV units out of Disney Studios.[6]

In April 1996, due to ongoing post Disney-CC/ABC merger realignment and retirement of its president, Disney Television and Telecommunications Group's divisions were reassigned to other groups with Touchstone Television transferred to The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link].[7] By March 1998, David Neuman assumed the presidency of Touchstone TV. In March 1998, Touchstone was placed under Buena Vista Television Productions, a newly formed group under chairman Lloyd Braun[image: External link], along with Walt Disney Network Television.[8]

In 2000, Touchstone created two departments with comedy in September, and a drama department in December.[9] While two of their pilots were in consideration for pick up on ABC in April 2003, Tollin/Robbins Productions[image: External link] agreed to a two-year development deal, which included a two-year option, profit sharing and outside sales, with Touchstone Television.[10]
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 ABC Television Studio




In February 2007, Touchstone Television was renamed ABC Television Studio as part of Disney's push to drop secondary brands like Buena Vista[image: External link] for Disney, ABC and ESPN.[11]

In June 2009, ABC Entertainment[image: External link] announced a new organization, effective immediately as ABC Entertainment Group, consolidating back office functions like business affairs, distribution and scheduling of ABC Studios and ABC Entertainment while retaining separate creative units.[12][13] In January 2010, Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link] announced it was cutting 5% of its workforce.[14] In October 2012, ABC Studios formed its Signature division to sell to outside networks.[15]
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 List of programs produced by Touchstone Television/ABC Studios
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 Currently produced






	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	The Amazing Race[image: External link]
	2001–present
	CBS[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Jerry Bruckheimer Television[image: External link] and CBS Television Studios[image: External link]



	Jimmy Kimmel Live!
	2003–present
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007, co-production with Jackhole Productions[image: External link]



	Grey's Anatomy
	2005–present
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007, co-production with The Mark Gordon Company[image: External link] and ShondaLand[image: External link]



	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	2005–present
	CBS
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with The Mark Gordon Company and CBS Television Studios



	Once Upon a Time
	2011–present
	ABC
	co-production with Kitsis/Horowitz



	Scandal[image: External link]
	2012–present
	ABC
	co-production with ShondaLand



	Nashville[image: External link]
	2012–present
	ABC/ CMT[image: External link]
	co-production with The Bedford Falls Company[image: External link] (seasons 5-), Walk And Chew Gum, Inc., Cutler Productions (season 1), Small Wishes (seasons 1-4), Opry Entertainment and Lionsgate Television[image: External link]



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
	2013–present
	ABC
	co-production with Mutant Enemy Productions[image: External link] and Marvel Television[image: External link]



	Black-ish
	2014–present
	ABC
	co-production with Khalabo Ink Society, Principato-Young Entertainment and Cinema Gypsy Productions



	How to Get Away with Murder
	2014–present
	ABC
	co-production with Nowalk Entertainment and ShondaLand



	Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link]
	2015–present
	Netflix
	co-production with DeKnight Prods. (season one), Goddard Textiles (season one) and Marvel Television



	Quantico
	2015–present
	ABC
	co-production with Random Acts Productions and The Mark Gordon Company



	Code Black[image: External link]
	2015–present
	CBS
	co-production with Michael Seitzman's Pictures, Tiny Pyro Productions and CBS Television Studios



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	2015–present
	Netflix
	co-production with Tall Girls Productions and Marvel Television



	Speechless
	2016–present
	ABC
	co-production with Silver & Gold Productions, The Detective Agency and 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]



	Designated Survivor
	2016–present
	ABC
	co-production with Kinberg Genre[image: External link] and The Mark Gordon Company



	Marvel's Luke Cage[image: External link]
	2016–present
	Netflix
	co-production with Marvel Television



	American Housewife
	2016–present
	ABC
	co-production with Eight Sisters, Inc., Wiener & Schwartz Productions and Kapital Entertainment



	Marvel's Iron Fist[image: External link]
	2017–present
	Netflix
	co-production with Devilina Productions and Marvel Television



	Downward Dog
	2017–present
	ABC
	co-production with Mosaic Media Group, Animal Media Group and Legendary Television[image: External link]



	Still Star-Crossed
	2017–present
	ABC
	co-production with ShondaLand
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 Future productions






	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	Marvel's The Defenders[image: External link]
	2017
	Netflix
	co-production with Goddard Textiles and Marvel Television



	Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link]
	2017
	Netflix
	co-production with Marvel Television



	Marvel's Inhumans
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Marvel Television



	For the People
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Davies Heavy Industries, Groundswell Productions and ShondaLand



	The Mayor
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Spooky Magic Productions and Bluegrass Fanfare



	The Gospel of Kevin
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Fazekas & Butters Productions



	Alex, Inc.
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Davis Entertainment and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link]



	The Good Doctor
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with 3AD Productions, EnterMedia Contents, Shore Z Productions and Sony Pictures Television



	The Crossing
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with Jason T. Reed Productions and Stage 49 Productions



	College-ish
	2017
	Freeform[image: External link]
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 Former productions






	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	8 Simple Rules for Dating My Teenage Daughter[image: External link]
	2002–05
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Shady Acres Entertainment[image: External link] and Flody Co.



	According to Jim[image: External link]
	2001–09
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Tracy Newman[image: External link], Jonathan Stark[image: External link], and Brad Grey[image: External link]



	Alias[image: External link]
	2001–06
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Bad Robot Productions[image: External link]



	American Crime[image: External link]
	2015–17
	ABC
	co-production with International Famous Players Radio Pictures Corporation and Stearns Castle Entertainment



	Army Wives[image: External link]
	2007–13
	Lifetime[image: External link]
	co-production with The Mark Gordon Company[image: External link]



	The Astronaut Wives Club[image: External link]
	2015
	ABC
	co-production with Fake Empire Productions[image: External link] and Groundswell Productions



	Betrayal[image: External link]
	2013–14
	ABC
	



	Blossom[image: External link]
	1990–95
	NBC[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Impact Zone Productions and Witt-Thomas Productions



	Bob Patterson[image: External link]
	2001
	ABC
	co-production with Angel Ark Productions and 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]



	Body of Proof[image: External link]
	2011–13
	ABC
	co-production with Matthew Gross Entertainment



	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	2006–11
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Berlanti Television and After Portsmouth



	Brotherly Love[image: External link]
	1995–96
	NBC/The WB[image: External link]
	Season 1 produced by Touchstone Television. Season 2 produced by Walt Disney Television



	Boy Meets World[image: External link]
	1993–2000
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Michael Jacobs[image: External link] Productions



	Cane[image: External link]
	2007
	CBS
	co-production with CBS Paramount Network Television[image: External link]



	Carol & Company[image: External link]
	1990
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television[16]



	Carpoolers[image: External link]
	2007–08
	ABC
	co-production with DreamWorks Television[image: External link], T.R.O.N.T and 3 Arts Entertainment[image: External link]



	Castle[image: External link]
	2009–16
	ABC
	co-production with Beacon Pictures[image: External link], The Barry Schindel Company (season one), Experimental Pictures (2009-2013) and Milmar Pictures (2013–2016)



	The Catch[image: External link]
	2016–17
	ABC
	co-production with ShondaLand[image: External link]



	Cavemen[image: External link]
	2007
	ABC
	co-production with Double Vision Productions and 360 Television



	Clerks: The Animated Series[image: External link]
	2000
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Miramax Television



	Clone High[image: External link]
	2002–03
	MTV[image: External link]
	co-production with Doozer Productions, Lord Miller Productions Nelvana[image: External link] and MTV; as Touchstone Television



	Commander in Chief[image: External link]
	2005–06
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Battle Plan Productions and Steven Bochco[image: External link] Productions



	Conviction[image: External link]
	2016–17
	ABC
	co-production with Double Fried Productions and The Mark Gordon Company



	Cougar Town[image: External link]
	2009–15
	ABC/TBS
	co-production with Doozer Productions and Coquette Productions



	Courting Alex[image: External link]
	2006
	CBS
	co-production with Paramount Television[image: External link]; as Touchstone Television



	Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders[image: External link]
	2016–17
	CBS
	co-production with Erica Messer Productions, The Mark Gordon Company and CBS Television Studios[image: External link]



	Criminal Minds: Suspect Behavior[image: External link]
	2011
	CBS
	co-production with The Mark Gordon Company, Bernero Productions and CBS Television Studios



	Crumbs[image: External link]
	2006
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television[16] co-production with Marco Pennette Productions



	Daddio[image: External link]
	2000
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Big Fan



	Day Break[image: External link]
	2006–08
	ABC/TV One[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television in 2006



	Desperate Housewives[image: External link]
	2004–12
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Cherry Productions



	Detroit 1-8-7[image: External link]
	2010–11
	ABC
	



	Devious Maids[image: External link]
	2013–16
	Lifetime
	co-production with Cherry/Wind Productions and Televisa International[image: External link]



	Dirt[image: External link]
	2007–08
	FX[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television until 2007;[16] co-production with Coquette Productions and Matthew Carnahan Circus Products



	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	2007–09
	ABC
	co-production with Berlanti Productions



	Donas de Casa Desesperadas[image: External link]
	2007-08
	RedeTV![image: External link]
	an exclusive version of Desperate Housewives made for Brazil[image: External link]



	Dr. Ken[image: External link]
	2015–17
	ABC
	co-production with Old Charlie Productions, Davis Entertainment[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link]



	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	2008–09
	ABC
	co-production with Berlanti Productions



	Ellen[image: External link]
	1994–98
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with the Black/Marlens Company



	Empire[image: External link]
	2005
	ABC
	miniseries



	Empty Nest[image: External link]
	1988–95
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Witt-Thomas Productions



	The Family[image: External link]
	2016
	ABC
	co-production with Mandeville Films[image: External link] and Minnesota Logging Company



	The Fanelli Boys[image: External link]
	1990–91
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with KTMB



	Felicity[image: External link]
	1998–02
	The WB
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Imagine Television[image: External link]



	FlashForward[image: External link]
	2009–10
	ABC
	co-production with HBO[image: External link] Entertainment and Phantom Four Films



	Galavant[image: External link]
	2015–16
	ABC
	co-production with Rhode Island Ave. Productions



	Gary Unmarried[image: External link]
	2008–10
	CBS
	co-production with Ed Yeager Productions (season 1), Rude Mood Productions (season 1) and CBS Television Studios



	The Gates[image: External link]
	2010
	ABC
	co-production with Little Engine Productions and Summerland Productions



	GCB[image: External link]
	2012
	ABC
	co-prudction with Darren Star roductions and Kapital Entertainment



	Ghost Whisperer[image: External link]
	2005–10
	CBS
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with CBS Television Studios and Sander/Moses Productions



	Gideon's Crossing[image: External link]
	2000–01
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Heel And Toe Films



	The Golden Girls[image: External link]
	1985–92
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Witt-Thomas-Harris Productions



	The Golden Palace[image: External link]
	1992–93
	CBS
	as Touchstone Television



	Grandfathered[image: External link]
	2015–16
	Fox[image: External link]
	co-production withRhode Island Ave. Productions, Consolidated Chunworks and 20th Century Fox Television[image: External link]



	Happy Endings[image: External link]
	2011–13
	ABC
	co-production with Sony Pictures Television, FanFare and Shark Vs Bear



	Hello Ladies[image: External link]
	2013
	HBO[image: External link]
	co-production with Four Eyes Entertainment and Quantity Entertainment



	Herman's Head[image: External link]
	1991–94
	Fox
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Witt/Thomas Productions



	Homeboys In Outer Space[image: External link]
	1996–97
	UPN[image: External link]
	co-production with Sweet Lorraine Productions; as Touchstone Television



	Home Improvement[image: External link]
	1991–99
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Wind Dancer Productions



	Hope & Faith[image: External link]
	2003–06
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Industry Entertainment



	Hull High[image: External link]
	1990–91
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television; co-rproduction with Gil Grant Productions



	Imaginary Mary[image: External link]
	2017
	ABC
	co-production with David Guarascio Productions, Happy Madison Productions[image: External link], and Sony Pictures Television



	Imagine That[image: External link]
	2002
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Seth Kurland Productions and Columbia TriStar Television[image: External link]



	In Case of Emergency[image: External link]
	2007
	ABC
	co-production with Bushwhacker Productions and Howard J. Morris Productions; as Touchstone Television



	In Justice[image: External link]
	2006
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with King Size Productions



	Intelligence[image: External link]
	2014
	CBS
	co-production with CBS Television Studios, and The Barry Schindel Company



	In the Motherhood[image: External link]
	2009
	ABC
	co-production with Pointy Bird Productions, Cabloom! Productions and Mindshare Entertainment



	It's All Relative[image: External link]
	2003–04
	ABC
	co-production with Storyline Entertainment and Naturally Blond Productions; as Touchstone Television



	Kevin Hill[image: External link]
	2004–05
	UPN[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Icon Productions



	Kingdom Hospital[image: External link]
	2004
	ABC
	co-production with Sony Pictures Television[image: External link] and Mark Carliner Productions



	The Knights of Prosperity[image: External link]
	2007
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with B&B Productions and Worldwide Pants Incorporated[image: External link]; as Touchstone Television



	Kyle XY[image: External link]
	2006–09
	ABC Family[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television until 2006; co-production with Kyle XY Productions and BenderSpink Productions



	Legend of the Seeker[image: External link]
	2008–10
	Syndication
	co-production with Renaissance Pictures[image: External link]



	Less than Perfect[image: External link]
	2002–06
	ABC
	co-production with Wass-Stein Productions; as Touchstone Television



	Life as We Know It[image: External link]
	2004–05
	ABC
	co-production with Sachs/Judah Productions and Cabloom! Productions; as Touchstone Television



	Life on Mars[image: External link]
	2008–09
	ABC
	co-production with 20th Century Fox Television



	Life with Bonnie[image: External link]
	2002–04
	ABC
	co-production with Bob & Alice Productions; as Touchstone Television



	Line of Fire[image: External link]
	2003–04
	ABC
	co-production with Battle Plan Productions and DreamWorks Television; as Touchstone Television



	Lost[image: External link]
	2004–10
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Bad Robot Productions



	Lost at Home[image: External link]
	2003
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Michael Jacobs[image: External link] Productions and NBC Studios[image: External link]



	Lucky 7[image: External link]
	2013
	ABC
	co-production with Amblin Television[image: External link], Remainder Men and The Beekeeper's Apprentice



	Madoff[image: External link]
	2016
	ABC
	miniseries; co-production with Lincoln Square Productions



	Man Up![image: External link]
	2011
	ABC
	co-production with Garfield Grove, Bicycle Path Productions and Tagline Television



	Manhattan Love Story[image: External link]
	2014
	ABC
	co-production with Brillstein Entertainment Partners and Burrow Owl Productions



	Marvel's Agent Carter[image: External link]
	2015–16
	ABC
	co-production with Fazekas & Butters Productions and Marvel Television[image: External link]



	Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link]
	2016
	ABC
	unaired pilot; co-production with Marvel Television



	Maybe It's Me[image: External link]
	2001–02
	The WB
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with SamJen Productions and Warner Bros. Television[image: External link]



	Maybe This Time[image: External link]
	1995–96
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Michael Jacobs Productions



	Monk[image: External link]
	2002–09
	USA[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television (final surviving series to carry the Touchstone Television logo); co-production with Mandeville Films and Universal Cable Productions[image: External link]



	Miracles[image: External link]
	2003
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with David Greenbalt Productions



	Missing[image: External link]
	2012
	ABC
	co-production with Little Engine Productions and Upcountry Productions



	Mixology[image: External link]
	2014
	ABC
	co-production with Lucas & Moore and Ryan Seacrest Productions



	The Muppets[image: External link]
	2015–16
	ABC
	co-production with The Muppets Studio[image: External link] and Bill Prady Productions[image: External link]



	The Muppets' Wizard of Oz[image: External link]
	2005
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Fox Television Studios[image: External link]



	My Generation[image: External link]
	2010
	ABC
	co-production with 26 Keys Productions



	My Wife and Kids[image: External link]
	2001–05
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Wayans Bros. Entertainment and Impact Zone Productions



	The Neighbors[image: External link]
	2012–14
	ABC
	co-production with 17-28 Black, Inc. and Kapital Entertainment



	Night Stalker[image: External link]
	2005–06
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Big Light Productions



	No Ordinary Family[image: External link]
	2010–11
	ABC
	co-production with Oh That Gus! Inc. and Berlanti Television



	Notorious[image: External link]
	2016
	ABC
	co-production with Osprey Productions and Sony Pictures Television



	Nowhere Man[image: External link]
	1995–96
	UPN
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Lawrence Hertzog Productions



	Nurses[image: External link]
	1991–94
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Witt/Thomas/Harris Productions



	The Nutt House[image: External link]
	1989
	NBC
	as Touchstone Television;[16] co-production with Brooksfilms Television and Alan Spencer Productions



	October Road[image: External link]
	2007–08
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television (season 1); co-production with Space Floor Television, Mojo Films and (season 1) Group M Entertainment



	Of Kings and Prophets
	2016
	ABC
	co-production with BoomGen Studios, Philotimo Factory and Jason T. Reed Productions



	Off the Map[image: External link]
	2011
	ABC
	co-production with ShondaLand and Minnesota Logging Company



	Once and Again[image: External link]
	1999–02
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Bedford Falls Productions[image: External link]



	Once Upon a Time in Wonderland[image: External link]
	2013–14
	ABC
	co-production with Kitsis/Horowitz



	Perception[image: External link]
	2012–15
	TNT[image: External link]
	co-production with Paperboy Productions



	The PJs[image: External link]
	1999–2001
	Fox/The WB
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Imagine Television, Eddie Murphy Productions, and Will Vilton Studios



	Playmakers[image: External link]
	2003
	ESPN[image: External link]
	as Touchstone Television, produced as/on behalf of ESPN



	Popular[image: External link]
	1999–2001
	The WB
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Ryan Murphy[image: External link] Productions, Roundtable Ink and The Shephard/Robin Company



	Private Practice[image: External link]
	2007–13
	ABC
	co-production with ShondaLand and The Mark Gordon Company



	The Protector[image: External link]
	2011
	Lifetime
	co-production with Wass-Stein Productions



	The Real O'Neals[image: External link]
	2016–17
	ABC
	co-production with Windsor & Johnson Productions and di Bonaventura Television



	Reaper[image: External link]
	2007–09
	The CW[image: External link]
	co-production with The Mark Gordon Company, Fazekas & Butters and Dark Baby Productions



	Red Band Society[image: External link]
	2014–15
	Fox
	co-production with Amblin Television and Filmax International[image: External link]



	Red Widow[image: External link]
	2013
	ABC
	co-production with Endemol



	Resurrection[image: External link]
	2014–15
	ABC
	co-production with Plan B Entertainment[image: External link]



	Revenge
	2011–15
	ABC
	co-production with Page Fright (2011-2013) and Temple Hill Entertainment



	Ringer[image: External link]
	2011–12
	The CW
	co-production with Green Eggs And Pam Productions, Inc., Brillstein Entertainment Partners, CBS Television Studios and Warner Bros. Television



	The River[image: External link]
	2012
	ABC
	co-production with Haunted Movies, J.A. Green Construction Corp. and Amblin Television



	Rodney[image: External link]
	2004–06
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television



	Romy and Michele: In the Beginning[image: External link]
	2005
	ABC Family
	as Touchstone Television



	Samantha Who?[image: External link]
	2007–09
	ABC
	co-production with Donald Todd Productions and Brillstein Entertainment Partners



	Scoundrels[image: External link]
	2010
	ABC
	co-production with Long Run Productions



	Scrubs[image: External link]
	2001–10
	NBC/ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Doozer[image: External link]



	Secrets and Lies[image: External link]
	2015–16
	ABC
	co-production with Avenue K Productions, Hoodlum Entertainment and Kapital Entertainment



	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	2006–07
	ABC
	co-production with Nosebleed Productions



	Sports Night[image: External link]
	1998–2000
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Imagine Television



	State of Georgia[image: External link]
	2011
	ABC Family
	co-production with Jennifer Weiner Productions snd Kirk J. Rudell Productions



	Teen Angel[image: External link]
	1997–1998
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Spooky Magic Productions



	Threat Matrix[image: External link]
	2003–04
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Industry Entertainment



	Tilt[image: External link]
	2004
	ESPN
	produced as/on behalf of ESPN



	The Wayne Brady Show[image: External link]
	2001–02
	Syndicated
	co-production with Brad Grey[image: External link] and Don Mischer[image: External link]; as Buena Vista Television



	Three Moons Over Milford[image: External link]
	2006
	ABC Family
	as Touchstone Television



	Trophy Wife[image: External link]
	2013–14
	ABC
	co-production with Quantity Entertainment



	The Trouble with Normal[image: External link]
	2000
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Garfield Grove Productions and Paramount Television[image: External link]



	Ugly Betty[image: External link]
	2006–10
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television until 2007; co-production with Silent H Productions, Ventanarosa Productions[image: External link] and Reveille Productions[image: External link]



	Uncle Buck[image: External link]
	2016
	ABC
	co-production with Will Packer Productions[image: External link], Unaccountable Freaks Productions and Universal Television[image: External link]



	Unhappily Ever After[image: External link]
	1995–99
	The WB
	as Touchstone Television[16]



	Veritas: The Quest[image: External link]
	2003
	ABC
	co-production with Massett/Zinman Productions



	Wednesday 9:30 (8:30 Central)[image: External link]
	2002
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with The Cloudland Company



	What About Brian[image: External link]
	2006–07
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Bad Robot Productions and Sachs/Judah Productions (season 1)



	When We Rise[image: External link]
	2017
	ABC
	miniseries; co-production with Hungry Jackal Productions and Laurence Mark Productions



	Where I Live[image: External link]
	1993
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television[16]



	The Whispers[image: External link]
	2015
	ABC
	co-production with Clickety-Clack Productions and Amblin Television



	Wicked City[image: External link]
	2015
	ABC
	co-production with Mandeville Television



	Wildside[image: External link]
	1985
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television



	Wonderland[image: External link]
	2000
	ABC
	as Touchstone Television



	Woops![image: External link]
	1992
	Fox
	as Touchstone Television[16]



	Zoe, Duncan, Jack and Jane[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	The WB
	as Touchstone Television; co-production with Michael Jacobs Productions



	Zero Hour[image: External link]
	2013
	ABC
	co-production with Clickety-Clack Productions and di Bonaventura Pictures
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 ABC Signature




ABC Signature Studios, Inc. (alternatively Signature, or ABC Signature) is the boutique production subsidiary of ABC Studios designated to sell to outside buyers for emerging and cable platforms with low cost and off-cycle programming. The division will develop year round.[15]
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 Signature history




ABC Studios was moving to sell to outside networks. As the studios had placed the former ABC comedy Cougar Town[image: External link] at TBS[image: External link], and Devious Maids[image: External link] at Lifetime[image: External link], Signature was started in October 2012 to continue the trend.[15]

Signature developed Mistresses[image: External link] which was included in ABC's summer schedule and was renewed for another season.[15] Signature was incorporated on September 23, 2013.[17] In October 2013, the division placed its first outside project, Benched[image: External link], for USA[image: External link] with a pilot order which finished shooting by December. Other projects were in the works with A&E[image: External link], WE tv[image: External link] and TBS. In the works with ABC, Signature has a possible straight-to-series Stephen King[image: External link] story adaptation, Grand Central based on The New York Times at Special Bargain Rates.[15]

Corporate sibling Freeform[image: External link] picked up Rated P For Parenthood for development as its first from Signature in June 2014.[18]

In April 2015, Signature and ABC Studios agreed to a two-year, first-look with Black Label Media, started by Molly Smith, Trent Luckinbill and Thad Luckinbill three years ago as a financing and producing company.[19] McG's Wonderland Sound & Vision signed a two-year over all production agreement with ABC Signature, Freeform and ABC Studios in October 2015. This follows two productions from McG on Freeform/ABC Family.[20]

In April 2016, Freeform greenlit Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link] with a straight-to-series order as Marvel Television[image: External link]'s first co-production with Signature.[21] The series, set in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link], is scheduled to premiere in 2018.[22] Another co-production with Marvel Television was greenlit in August 2016, with Marvel's Runaways[image: External link] confirmed for the Hulu streaming service.[23]
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 Signature productions
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 Current






	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	Guerrilla[image: External link]
	2017–present
	Sky Atlantic[image: External link]/ Showtime[image: External link]
	co-production with Green Door Pictures, Endemol Shine International[image: External link], Fifty Fathoms Productions and Stearns Castle Entertainment
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 Future






	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link]
	2018
	Freeform[image: External link]
	co-production with Marvel Television[image: External link]



	Marvel's New Warriors
	2018
	Freeform
	co-production with Marvel Television



	Marvel's Runaways[image: External link]
	2018
	Hulu
	co-production with Fake Empire Productions[image: External link] and Marvel Television



	Untitled Deadpool[image: External link] animated series
	2018
	FXX[image: External link]
	co-production with Marvel Television and FX Productions



	SMILF
	TBA
	Showtime
	co-production with Groundswell Productions and Quantity Entertainment



	Grand Central
	TBA
	ABC
	



	Strega
	TBA
	A&E[image: External link]
	co-production with Gotham Group[image: External link]



	Borne to be Wilde
	TBA
	A&E
	co-production with Coquette Productions



	Suburban Shootout
	TBA
	WE tv[image: External link]
	co-production with Kapital Entertainment and Feelgood Fiction



	Corridors
	TBA
	TBA
	



	Rated P For Parenthood
	TBA
	Freeform
	co-production with Milojo Productions
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	Title
	Year
	Network
	Notes



	Mistresses[image: External link]
	2013–16
	ABC
	co-production with Good Talk Productions, Bob Sertner Productions, Ecosse Films[image: External link] and Tsiporah Productions



	Benched[image: External link]
	2014
	USA[image: External link]
	co-production with The Mark Gordon Company[image: External link]



	Blood & Oil[image: External link]
	2015
	ABC
	co-production with Flame Ventures



	Confirmation[image: External link]
	2016
	HBO[image: External link]
	co-production with Groundswell Productions and HBO Films[image: External link]



	Dead of Summer[image: External link]
	2016
	Freeform
	co-production with Kitsis-Horowitz
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Disney–ABC Domestic Television






Disney–ABC Domestic Television, also operating as ABC Syndication[1] (formerly known as Buena Vista Television and also known as Disney Domestic Television and Disney-ABC Home Entertainment and Television Distribution), is the in-home sales and content distribution firm of the Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], a division of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]. Content distribution responsibilities include domestic television[image: External link] syndication[image: External link], domestic pay TV, Internet and cable video-on-demand (VOD), and pay-per-view outlets.[2]
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 Background




ABC's first syndication arm, ABC Films (established in July 1953), was spun off as Worldvision Enterprises[image: External link] in March 1973 due to fin-syn[image: External link] laws (which have since been repealed).
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 Buena Vista Television




Disney–ABC Domestic Television was established in 1983 as Walt Disney Domestic Television Distribution. Two years later, the unit was incorporated as Buena Vista Television.[3]

In April 1996, due to ongoing post Disney–Capital Cities/ABC[image: External link] merger realignment and retirement of its president, Walt Disney Television and Telecommunications group's divisions were reassigned to other groups. Hence BVTV, as a part of Walt Disney Television International, was transferred to Capital Cities/ABC[image: External link].[4] Former employees during 1997 that launched The Keenen Ivory Wayans Show[image: External link] were Mary Kellog, Jeff Kopp, Hayma Washington, Michael Davies[image: External link], Shauna Garr[image: External link], and Nahshon Dion Anderson[image: External link].

In 1999, Buena Vista Television and its subsidiary, Valleycrest Productions[image: External link], reached an agreement with British company Celador[image: External link] to distribute the U.S. version[image: External link] of the UK game show Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link]. The show premiered in August 1999, with Regis Philbin[image: External link] as host.

As BVTV, DADT initially acted as a de facto syndication arm for ABC after Disney bought the network in 1996, since at the same time, ABC's original production division was folded into Touchstone Television. That company became ABC Studios in 2007, also as part of Disney's branding strategy. In between these transactions, Disney reorganized all its non-ESPN TV assets into the Disney–ABC Television Group in 2004, making BVTV the official syndication arm of ABC.

In March 2007, Starz Entertainment[image: External link] sued BVTV for breaching their agreement by allowing movies available online through Apple's iTunes Store and other outlets. The introduction of AppleTV[image: External link] device forced Starz to file suit which hinged on the "contractual definition of 'television.'" and whether complete TV exclusivity was granted, as Starz then had a secondary distribution deal with Netflix.[5]
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 Disney–ABC Domestic Television




In May 2007, The Walt Disney Company announced plans to semi-retire the use of the Buena Vista[image: External link] brand, instead focusing on the three core brands of Disney[image: External link], ABC, and ESPN[image: External link].[6] As a result, Buena Vista Television was rebranded as Disney–ABC Domestic Television (DADT).[5] BVT converted to a limited liability business form on April 10, 2009.[3][7]

By July 2008, DADT signed additional carriage agreements with Vudu[image: External link] and CinemaNow[image: External link] which was then added to the Starz lawsuit. On December 2, 2008, DADT and Starz Entertainment settled their online distribution lawsuit with the terms undisclosed.[5]
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 First-run programming
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 Current





	
Live with Kelly and Ryan[image: External link] (1988-present; w/ WABC-TV[image: External link])

	
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link] (2002-present; w/ Valleycrest Productions[image: External link],[8] Times Square Studios[image: External link],[9] 2waytraffic Productions[image: External link])

	
Right This Minute[image: External link] (2016-present; w/ MagicDust Television, Cox Media Group[image: External link], Raycom Media[image: External link] and E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link])[10][11]


	
America's Funniest Home Videos (1989-present; w/ Vin Di Bona Productions[image: External link])

	
Litton's Weekend Adventure (2011-present; E/I programming block from Litton Entertainment; exclusively for ABC affiliates)
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 Former





	
The Ainsley Harriott[image: External link] Show (2000)

	
At the Movies[image: External link] (originally Siskel & Ebert & the Movies/At the Movies with Ebert and Roeper) (1986-2010)

	
Bill Nye the Science Guy[image: External link] (1993-1998; w/ KCTS[image: External link] of Seattle and Rabbit Ears Productions[image: External link])

	
Disney's One Too[image: External link] (1999-2003; exclusively for UPN[image: External link] stations)

	
Debt[image: External link] (1996-1998; w/ Faded Denim Productions and Lifetime[image: External link])

	
FABLife[image: External link] (2015-2016; w/ Summerdale Productions)[12]


	
Iyanla (2001-2002)

	
Legend of the Seeker[image: External link] (2008-2010)[13]


	
Katie[image: External link] (2012-2014)[14]


	Nightmare Ned' (1997; seen on sister network ABC)

	
On the Red Carpet[image: External link] (2013-2014)[15]


	
Teen Win, Lose or Draw[image: External link] (1989-1992; w/Burt & Bert Productions, Kline & Friends and Stone Stanley Entertainment[image: External link])

	
The Challengers[image: External link] (1990-91; w/Dick Clark Productions[image: External link] and Ron Greenberg Productions)

	
The Keenen Ivory Wayans Show[image: External link] (1997-1998)

	
The Disney Afternoon[image: External link] (1990-1997)

	
The Wayne Brady Show[image: External link] (2001-2004)[16]


	
Win Ben Stein's Money[image: External link] (1997-2003; w/Valleycrest Productions and Comedy Central[image: External link])

	
Win, Lose or Draw[image: External link] (1987-1990; w/Burt & Bert Productions and Kline & Friends)

	
Disney's One Saturday Morning[image: External link] (1997–2002; exclusively for ABC, stations)
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American Broadcasting Company






The American Broadcasting Company (ABC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is owned by the Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], a subsidiary of the Disney Media Networks[image: External link] division of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]. The network is headquartered on Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. There are additional major offices and production facilities elsewhere in New York City, as well as in Los Angeles[image: External link] and Burbank, California[image: External link].

Since 2007, when ABC Radio[image: External link] (also known as Cumulus Media Networks) was sold to Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], ABC has reduced its broadcasting operations almost exclusively to television. The fifth-oldest major broadcasting network in the world and the youngest of the Big Three television networks[image: External link], ABC is often nicknamed as "The Alphabet Network", as its initialism[image: External link] also represents the first three letters of the English alphabet[image: External link], in order.

ABC originally launched on October 12, 1943, as a radio network[image: External link], separated from and serving as the successor to the NBC Blue Network[image: External link], which had been purchased by Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. It extended its operations to television in 1948, following in the footsteps of established broadcast networks CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]. In the mid-1950s, ABC merged with United Paramount Theatres[image: External link], a chain of movie theaters that formerly operated as a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], who had been the head of UPT, made the new television network profitable by helping develop and greenlight many successful series. In the 1980s, after purchasing an 80% interest in cable sports channel ESPN[image: External link], the network's corporate parent, American Broadcasting Companies, Inc., merged with Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], owner of several print publications, and television and radio stations. In 1996, most of Capital Cities/ABC's assets were purchased by The Walt Disney Company.

The television network has eight owned-and-operated[image: External link] and over 232 affiliated[image: External link] television stations throughout the United States and its territories. Most Canadians[image: External link] have access to at least one U.S.-based ABC affiliate, either over-the-air (in areas located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link]) or through a cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] or IPTV[image: External link] provider, although most ABC programs are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] regulations imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] that allow pay television providers to replace an American station's signal with the feed of a Canadian broadcaster to protect domestic programming rights and advertising revenue. ABC News provides news and features content for select radio stations owned by Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], which purchased the ABC Radio properties in 2007.
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 Blue Network (1927–1945)




Main article: Blue Network[image: External link]


In the 1930s, radio in the United States was dominated by three companies: the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] and the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC). The last was owned by electronics manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), which owned two radio networks that each ran different varieties of programming, NBC Blue[image: External link] and NBC Red[image: External link]. The NBC Blue Network was created in 1927 for the primary purpose of testing new programs on markets of lesser importance than those served by NBC Red, which served the major cities,[3] and to test drama series.[4]

In 1934, Mutual filed a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) regarding its difficulties in establishing new stations, in a radio market that was already being saturated by NBC and CBS.[4] In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the practices of radio networks[4] and published its report on the broadcasting of network radio programs in 1940. The report recommended that RCA give up control of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.[3] At that time, the NBC Red Network was the principal radio network in the United States and, according to the FCC, RCA was using NBC Blue to eliminate any hint of competition. Having no power over the networks themselves, the FCC established a regulation forbidding licenses to be issued for radio stations if they were affiliated with a network which already owned multiple networks[3] that provided content of public interest.[4]

Once Mutual's appeals against the FCC were rejected, RCA decided to sell NBC Blue in 1941, and gave the mandate to do so to Mark Woods.[5] RCA converted the NBC Blue Network into an independent subsidiary, formally divorcing the operations of NBC Red and NBC Blue on January 8, 1942,[4][6] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network".[7] The newly separated NBC Red and NBC Blue divided their respective corporate assets. Between 1942 and 1943, Woods offered to sell the entire NBC Blue Network,[8][9] a package that included leases on landlines, three pending television licenses (WJZ-TV in New York City[image: External link], KGO-TV[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] and WENR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]), 60 affiliates, four operations facilities (in New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington D.C.), contracts with actors, and the brand associated with the Blue Network. Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] (which was later acquired by the Swiss Bank Corporation[image: External link] in 1997) offered $7.5 million to purchase the network, but the offer was rejected by Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].[8]

Edward John Noble[image: External link], the owner of Life Savers[image: External link] candy, drugstore chain Rexall[image: External link] and New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link], purchased the network for $8 million.[3][4] Due to FCC ownership rules, the transaction, which was to include the purchase of three RCA stations by Noble, would require him to resell his station with the FCC's approval.[8] The Commission authorized the transaction on October 12, 1943.[5][10] Soon afterward, the Blue Network was purchased by the new company Noble founded, the American Broadcasting System.[4] Noble subsequently acquired the rights to the "American Broadcasting Company" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944; its parent company adopted the corporate name American Broadcasting Companies, Inc.[4][8] Woods retained his position as president and CEO of ABC until December 1949, and was subsequently promoted to vice-chairman of the board before leaving ABC altogether on June 30, 1951.[11]

Meanwhile, in August 1944, the West Coast division of the Blue Network, which owned San Francisco[image: External link] radio station KGO[image: External link], bought Los Angeles[image: External link] station KECA from Earle C. Anthony[image: External link] for $800,000.[12] Both stations were then managed by Don Searle, the vice-president of the Blue Network's West Coast division.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Entry into television (1945–1949)




The ABC Radio Network created its audience slowly. The network's acquisition of Detroit[image: External link] radio station WXYZ[image: External link] from KingTrendle Broadcasting in 1946 for a little less than $3 million (and which remained under ABC ownership until 1984),[14] allowed it to acquire several radio serials, including The Lone Ranger[image: External link], Sergeant Preston[image: External link], and The Green Hornet[image: External link], which had originated on that station.[15]

ABC became an aggressive competitor to NBC and CBS when, continuing NBC Blue's traditions of public service, it aired symphony performances conducted by Paul Whiteman[image: External link],[4] performances from the Metropolitan Opera[image: External link], and jazz concerts aired as part of its broadcast of The Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street[image: External link] announced by Milton Cross[image: External link].[16] The network also became known for such suspenseful dramas as Sherlock Holmes, Gang Busters[image: External link] and Counterspy[image: External link], as well as several mid-afternoon youth-oriented programs.[16] However, ABC made a name for itself by utilizing the practice of counterprogramming[image: External link], with which it often placed shows of its own against the offerings of NBC and CBS, adopting the use of the Magnetophon[image: External link] tape recorder, brought to the U.S. from Nazi Germany[image: External link] after its conquest, to pre-record its programming.[15] With the help of the Magnetophon, ABC was able to provide its stars with greater freedom in terms of time, and also attract several big names, such as Bing Crosby[image: External link][15] at a time when NBC and CBS did not allow pre-taped shows.

While its radio network was undergoing reconstruction, ABC found it difficult to avoid falling behind on the new medium of television[image: External link].[17] To ensure a space, in 1947, ABC submitted five applications for television station licenses, one for each market where it owned and operated a radio station (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit).[18] These applications all requested for the stations to broadcast on VHF[image: External link] channel 7[image: External link], as Frank Marx[image: External link], then ABC's vice-president of engineering, thought that the low-band VHF frequencies (corresponding to channels 2 through 6) would be requisitioned from broadcasting use and reallocated for the U.S. Army[image: External link].[18]

The ABC television network made its debut on April 19, 1948, with WFIL-TV in Philadelphia[image: External link] (now WPVI-TV[image: External link]) becoming its first primary affiliate.[19] The first program ever broadcast on the network was On the Corner, featuring satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Other stations carrying the initial broadcast were WMAR-TV[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link], WMAL-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and WABD[image: External link], the DuMont station in New York City, since ABC's New York station had yet to sign on.[20]

The network's flagship owned-and-operated station, WJZ-TV in New York City (later re-called WABC-TV[image: External link]), signed on the air on August 10, 1948,[19] with its first broadcast running for two hours that evening.[21] ABC's other owned-and-operated stations launched over the course of the next 13 months:[19] WENR-TV in Chicago signed on the air on September 17,[22] while WXYZ-TV[image: External link] in Detroit went on the air on October 9, 1948.[23] In October 1948, as a result of an influx of television station license applications that it had issued as well as a study it undertook on the use of the VHF spectrum for broadcasting purposes, the FCC implemented a freeze on new station applications[image: External link].[24] However, KGO-TV in San Francisco, which had received its license prior to the freeze, made its debut on May 5, 1949.[25][26] On May 7, 1949, Billboard revealed that ABC had proposed an investment of $6.25 million, of which it would spend $2.5 million to convert 20 acres (80,937 m2) of land in Hollywood[image: External link] into what would become The Prospect Studios[image: External link], and construct a transmitter on Mount Wilson[image: External link], in anticipation of the launch of KECA-TV[image: External link], which was scheduled to begin operations on August 1[27] (but would not actually sign on until September 16).[28][29]

In the fall of 1949, ABC found itself in the position of an outsider, with less coverage than two of its competing networks, CBS and NBC, even though it was on par with them in some major cities and had a headstart over its third rival at the time, the DuMont Television Network[image: External link].[30] Before the freeze ended in 1952, there were only 108 existing television stations in the United States; a few major cities (such as Boston[image: External link]) had only two television stations, many other cities (such as Pittsburgh[image: External link] and St. Louis[image: External link]) had only one, and still many others (such as Denver[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link]) did not yet have any television service.[30] The result was an uneven transition period where television flourished in certain areas and network radio remained the sole source of broadcast entertainment and news in others.
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 American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres




Main article: American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link]


At the end of 1949, movie theater operator United Paramount Theatres (UPT) was forced by the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] to become an independent entity, separating itself from Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[31] For its part, ABC was on the verge of bankruptcy, with only five owned-and-operated stations and nine full-time affiliates.[32] Its revenues, which were related to advertising and were indexed compared to the number of listeners/viewers, failed to compensate for its heavy investments in purchasing and building stations. In 1951, a rumor even mentioned that the network would be sold to CBS.[18][33] In 1951, Noble held a 58% ownership stake in ABC,[34] giving him $5 million with which to prevent ABC from going bankrupt; as banks refused further credit,[35] that amount was obtained through a loan from the Prudential Insurance Company of America[image: External link].[36]

Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], the president of UPT (which sought to diversify itself at the time), approached Noble in 1951 on a proposal for UPT to purchase ABC.[35] Noble received other offers, including one from CBS founder William S. Paley[image: External link]; however, a merger with CBS would have forced that network to sell its New York City and Los Angeles stations at the very least.[37] Goldenson and Noble reached a tentative agreement in the late spring of 1951[35] in which UPT would acquire ABC and turn it into a subsidiary of the company that would retain autonomy in its management.[38] On June 6, 1951, the tentative agreement was approved by UPT's board of directors.[38] However, the transaction had to be approved by the FCC because of the presence of television networks and the recent separation between Paramount and UPT. Insofar as Paramount Pictures was already a shareholder in the DuMont Television Network, the FCC conducted a series of hearings to ensure whether Paramount was truly separated from United Paramount Theatres, and whether it was violating antitrust laws[image: External link].[17]

In 1952, when the release of the FCC's Sixth Report and Order announced the end of its freeze on new station license applications, among the issues the Commission was slated to address was whether to approve the UPT-ABC merger.[24] One FCC Commissioner saw the possibility of ABC, funded by UPT, becoming a viable and competitive third television network.[39] On February 9, 1953, the FCC approved UPT's purchase of ABC in exchange for $25 million in shares.[39][40] The merged company, renamed American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], Inc. and headquartered in the Paramount Building[image: External link] at 1501 Broadway in Manhattan,[41] owned six AM and several FM radio stations, five television stations and 644 cinemas in 300 U.S. cities.[36] To comply with FCC ownership restrictions in effect at the time that barred common ownership of two television stations in the same market[image: External link], UPT sold its Chicago television station, WBKB-TV, to CBS (which subsequently changed the station's call letters to WBBM-TV[image: External link]) for $6 million,[42] while it kept ABC's existing Chicago station, WENR-TV. The merged company acquired the WBKB call letters for channel 7, which would eventually become WLS-TV[image: External link].[43] Goldenson began to sell some of the older theaters to help finance the new television network.[36]

On May 1, 1953, ABC's New York City flagship stations – WJZ, WJZ-FM and WJZ-TV – changed their respective callsigns to WABC[image: External link], WABC-FM[image: External link] and WABC-TV[image: External link],[44] and moved their operations to facilities at 7 West 66th Street[image: External link], one block away from Central Park[image: External link].[36] The WABC call letters were previously used by the flagship station of CBS Radio (now WCBS (AM)[image: External link]) until 1946. The WJZ calls would later be reassigned to the then-ABC affiliate[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link] in 1959, in an historical nod to the fact that WJZ was originally established by the Baltimore station's owner at the time, Westinghouse[image: External link].

However, a problem emerged regarding the directions taken by ABC and UPT. In 1950, Noble appointed Robert Kintner[image: External link] to be ABC's president while he himself served as its CEO, a position he would hold until his death in 1958.[17] Despite the promise of non-interference between ABC and UPT, Goldenson had to intervene in ABC's decisions because of financial problems and the FCC's long period of indecision. Goldenson added to the confusion when, in October 1954,[45] he proposed a merger between UPT and the DuMont Television Network, which was also mired in financial trouble.[17] As part of this merger, the network would have been renamed "ABC-DuMont" for five years, and DuMont would have received $5 million in cash, room on the schedule for existing DuMont programming, and guaranteed advertising time for DuMont Laboratories receivers.[17] In addition, to comply with FCC ownership restrictions, it would have been required to sell either WABC-TV or DuMont owned-and-operated station WABD in the New York City market, as well as two other stations.[17] The merged ABC-DuMont would have had the resources to compete with CBS and NBC.[45]

Goldenson sought to develop the ABC television network by trying to convince local stations to agree to affiliate with the network.[17] In doing this, he contacted local entrepreneurs who owned television stations themselves, many of whom had previously invested in Paramount cinemas and had worked with him when he undertook the responsibility of restructuring United Paramount Theatres.[17]
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 Hollywood begins to produce television series




At the same time he made attempts to help grow ABC, Goldenson had been trying since mid-1953 to provide content for the network by contacting his old acquaintances in Hollywood, with whom he had worked when UPT was a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures.[17] ABC's merger with UPT led to the creation of relationships with Hollywood's film production studios, breaking a quarantine that had existed at that time between film and television,[46] the latter of which had previously been more connected to radio. ABC's flagship productions at the time were The Lone Ranger[image: External link], based on the radio program of the same title, and The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet[image: External link], the latter of which (at 14 seasons, running from 1952 to 1966) held the record for the longest-running prime time comedy in U.S. television history, until it was surpassed by The Simpsons[image: External link] in 2003.

Goldenson's efforts paid off, and on October 27, 1954, the network launched a campaign ushering in the "New ABC", with productions from several studios, including Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[47]

Warner tried with mixed success to adapt some of its most successful films as ABC television series, and showcase these adaptations as part of the wheel series[image: External link] Warner Bros. Presents[image: External link]. Airing during the 1955–56 season[image: External link], it showcased television adaptations of the 1942 films Kings Row[image: External link] and Casablanca[image: External link]; Cheyenne[image: External link] (adapted from the 1947 film Wyoming Kid[image: External link]); Sugarfoot[image: External link] (a remake of the 1954 film The Boy from Oklahoma[image: External link]); and Maverick[image: External link].[46] However, the most iconic of ABC's relationships with Hollywood producers was its agreement with Walt Disney[image: External link]; after the start of the network's bond with the Disney studio, James Lewis Baughman, who worked as a columnist at that time, observed that "at ABC's headquarters in New York, the secretaries [were now] wearing hats with Mickey Mouse[image: External link] ears".[46]
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 First bonds with Disney[image: External link]




Walt Disney and his brother Roy[image: External link] contacted Goldenson at the end of 1953[48] for ABC to agree to finance part of the Disneyland[image: External link] project in exchange for producing a television program for the network.[49][50][51] Walt wanted ABC to invest $500,000 and accrued a guarantee of $4.5 million in additional loans, a third of the budget intended for the park.[49][52] Around 1954, ABC agreed to finance Disneyland in exchange for the right to broadcast a new Sunday night program, Disneyland, which debuted on the network on October 27, 1954[49][50][51] as the first of many anthology television programs[image: External link] that Disney would broadcast over the course of the next 50 years.

When Disneyland[image: External link] opened on July 17, 1955, ABC aired a special live broadcast commemorating the park's first day of operation, Dateline: Disneyland[image: External link].[53] Shortly thereafter, on October 3, 1955, a second regularly scheduled program produced by Disney made its debut, The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link], a children's program that aired Monday through Friday afternoons, which starred a group of 24 children known as the "Mouseketeers".[50][54] The two Disney programs made 1955 the year that the network was first profitable and as a station owner.[55]
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 Affiliate issues




By 1954, all U.S. networks had regained control of their programming, with higher advertising revenues: ABC's revenue increased by 67% (earning $26 million), NBC's went up by 30% ($100 million) and CBS's rose by 44% ($117 million).[56] However that year, ABC had only 14 primary affiliates compared to the 74 that carried the majority of CBS programs and the 71 that were primarily affiliated with NBC. Most markets outside the largest ones were not large enough to support three full-time network affiliates. In some markets that were large enough for a third full-time affiliate, the only available commercial allocation was on the less-desirable UHF[image: External link] band. Until the All-Channel Receiver Act[image: External link] (passed by Congress in 1961) mandated the inclusion of UHF tuning, most viewers needed to purchase a converter to be able to watch UHF stations, and the signal quality was marginal at best even with a converter. Additionally, during the analog television era, UHF stations were not adequately receivable in rugged terrain. These factors made many prospective station owners skittish about investing in a UHF station, especially one that would have had to take on an affiliation with a weaker network.

As a result, with the exception of the largest markets, ABC was relegated to secondary status on one or both of the existing stations, usually via off-hours clearances (a notable exception during this time was WKST-TV in Youngstown, Ohio[image: External link], now WYTV[image: External link], despite the small size of the surrounding market and its close proximity to Cleveland[image: External link] and Pittsburgh[image: External link] even decades before the city's economic collapse[image: External link]). According to Goldenson, this meant that an hour of ABC programming reported five times lower viewership than its competitors.[57] However, the network's intake of money at the time would allow it to accelerate its content production. Still, ABC's limited reach would continue to hobble it for the next two decades; several smaller markets would not grow large enough to support a full-time ABC affiliate until the 1960s, with some very small markets having to wait as late as the 1980s or even the advent of digital television[image: External link] in the 2000s, which allowed stations like WTRF-TV[image: External link] in Wheeling, West Virginia[image: External link] to begin airing ABC programming on a digital subchannel[image: External link] after airing the network's programs outside of recommended timeslots decades before.

The DuMont Television Network ceased broadcasting on September 15, 1955,[45] and went bankrupt the next year. ABC then found itself as the third U.S. television network, dubbed the "little third network",[58] but still continued to look for successful programming. That same year, Kintner was forced to resign due to disagreements between Noble and Goldenson,[17] a consequence of Goldenson's many interventions in ABC's management.[59]
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 Counterprogramming: successful, but criticized




It was not until the late 1950s that the ABC network became a serious contender to NBC and CBS, and this was in large part due to the diverse range of programming that met the expectations of the public, such as westerns and detective series. Despite an almost 500% increase in advertising revenues between 1953 and 1958, the network only had a national reach of between 10% and 18% of the total U.S. population, as it still had relatively fewer affiliates than NBC and CBS.[60] In 1957, ABC Entertainment president Ollie Treiz discovered that the locally produced variety show Bandstand had pulled very strong ratings in the Philadelphia market on WFIL-TV; Treiz ultimately negotiated a deal to take the show national, under the revised title American Bandstand[image: External link];[61] the show quickly became a social phenomenon by presenting new musical talent and dances to America's youth[61] and helped make a star out of its host, Dick Clark[image: External link].

On September 3, 1958, the Disneyland anthology series was retitled Walt Disney Presents[51] as it became disassociated with the theme park of the same name. The movement in westerns, which ABC is credited for having started, represented a fifth of all primetime series on American television in January 1959, at which point detective shows were beginning to rise in popularity as well.[62] ABC requested additional productions from Disney.[63] In late 1958, Desilu Productions[image: External link] pitched its detective series The Untouchables[image: External link] to CBS; after that network rejected the show because of its use of violence, Desilu then presented it to ABC, which agreed to pick up the show,[64] and debuted The Untouchables in April 1959. The series went on to quickly become "immensely popular".[64]

These kinds of programs presented ABC with an image of the "philosophy of counterprogramming against its competitors", offering a strong lineup of programs that contrasted with those seen on its rival networks,[63] which helped Goldenson give the network a continuum between film and television.[65] ABC's western series (as well as series such as the actioner Zorro[image: External link]) went up against and defeated the variety shows aired by NBC and CBS in the fall of 1957, and its detective shows did the same in the fall of 1959. To captivate the network's audiences, short 66-minute series were scheduled a half-hour before their hour-long competition.[65] In May 1961, Life[image: External link] criticized the public enthusiasm and sponsorship for these types of shows at the expense of news programming and denounced an unofficial law "replacing the good programs with the bad ones".[66]
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 Transition to color (1960s)




During the 1960s, ABC continued on the same path that it began to take in the mid-1950s, by consolidating the network as part of its effort to gain loyalty from the public. The network's finances improved and allowed it to invest in other properties and programming. In May 1960, ABC purchased Chicago radio station WLS[image: External link], which had shared airtime with WENR since the 1920s.[67] This acquisition allowed ABC to consolidate its presence in the market. On May 9, 1960, WLS launched a new lineup consisting of ABC Radio programming.[68] In 1960, Canadian entrepreneur John Bassett[image: External link], who was trying to establish a television station in Toronto[image: External link], sought the help of ABC to launch the station.[69] Leonard Goldenson agreed to acquire a 25% interest in CFTO-TV[image: External link]; however, legislation by the Canadian Radio-Television Commission[image: External link] prohibited ABC's involvement, resulting in the company withdrawing from the project before the station's launch.[69]
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 Children's programming and the debut of ABC Sports (1960–1965)




The 1960s would be marked by the rise of family-oriented series in an attempt by ABC to counterprogram its established competitors, but the decade was also marked by the network's gradual transition to color.[70] On September 30, 1960, ABC premiered The Flintstones[image: External link], another example of counterprogramming; although the animated series from William Hanna[image: External link] and Joseph Barbera[image: External link] was filmed in color from the beginning, it was initially broadcast in black-and-white[image: External link], as ABC had not made the necessary technical upgrades to broadcast its programming in color at the time.[71] The Flintstones allowed ABC to present a novelty, that of prime-time animated programming, but it also allowed the network to begin filling the hole opened by the conclusion of the Disney partnership by carrying family-oriented programming from other producers.[71]

In 1959, Walt Disney Productions, having improved its financial situation, had purchased ABC's shares in the Disneyland theme park for $7.5 million[49] and initiated discussions to renew ABC's television contract for Walt Disney Presents, which was due to expire in 1961.[70] Walt Disney was approached by NBC to produce color broadcasts of his anthology series[image: External link] (which would be renamed Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color).[70] Goldenson said ABC could not counter the offer, because the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in the format.[70] As a result, ABC and Disney's first television collaboration ended in 1961[49] (the network would resume its relationship with Disney in 1985, when the anthology series returned to the network for a three-season run as the Disney Sunday Movie until it lost the rights to NBC again in 1988; the Disney anthology series would return to ABC in 1996, following the company's purchase of the future Capital Cities/ABC, as The Wonderful World of Disney).

However, in 1961, ABC continued with its niche in animated series with Calvin and the Colonel[image: External link], Matty's Funday Funnies[image: External link], Top Cat[image: External link] and The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link],[71] the latter of which showcased classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Merrie Melodies[image: External link] shorts.

Always in search of new programs that would help it compete with NBC and CBS, ABC's management believed that sports could be a major catalyst in improving the network's market share.[72] On April 29, 1961, ABC debuted Wide World of Sports[image: External link], an anthology series created by Edgar Scherick[image: External link] through his company Sports Programs, Inc. and produced by a young Roone Arledge[image: External link] which featured a different sporting event each broadcast.[73][74] ABC purchased Sports Programs, Inc. in exchange for shares in the company,[75] leading it to become the future core of ABC Sports, with Arledge as the executive producer of that division's shows.[76] Wide World of Sports, in particular, was not merely devoted to a single sport, but rather to generally all sporting events.[72]

Due to pressure from film studios wanting to increase their production, as the major networks began airing theatrically released films,[77] ABC joined CBS and NBC in broadcasting films on Sunday nights in 1962, with the launch of the ABC Sunday Night Movie[image: External link], which debuted a year behind its competitors and was initially presented in black-and-white.[77] Despite a significant increase in viewership (with its audience share having increased to 33% from the 15% share it had in 1953), ABC remained in third place; the company had a total revenue of $15.5 million, a third of the revenue pulled in by CBS at the same period.[77] To catch up, ABC followed up The Flintstones with another animated series from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link], The Jetsons[image: External link], which debuted on September 23, 1962 as the first television series to be broadcast in color on the network.[78] On April 1, 1963, ABC debuted the soap opera[image: External link] General Hospital,[79] which would go on to become the television network's long-running entertainment program. That year also saw the premiere of The Fugitive[image: External link] (on September 17),[80] a drama series centering on a man on the run after being accused of committing a murder he did not commit.

The 1964–65 season[image: External link] was marked by the debuts of several classic series including Bewitched[image: External link] (on September 17)[81] and The Addams Family[image: External link] (on September 18). Arledge's success with acquiring prime sports content was confirmed in 1964 when he was appointed vice-president of ABC Sports.[82]
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 New regulations and the radio network's recovery (1966–1969)




It was not until the 1965–66 season[image: External link] that color became the dominant format for the three broadcast television networks. ABC, meanwhile, remained in third place and still needed money to grow itself into a major competitor. However, ABC's issues with its transition to color became secondary compared to the network's financial problems; in 1964, the network found itself, as Goldenson later wrote in the 1991 book Beating the Odds: The Untold Story Behind the Rise of ABC, "in the middle of a war [where] the battlefield was Wall Street[image: External link]".[83] Many companies sought to take over ABC, including Norton Simon[image: External link],[77] General Electric[image: External link], Gulf and Western Industries[image: External link], International Telephone and Telegraph[image: External link][84] and Litton Industries[image: External link].[85]

In 1965, the corporate entity, American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], was renamed as the American Broadcasting Companies,[86][87] while its cinema division became ABC Theatres[image: External link]; its recording division was renamed ABC Records[image: External link] in 1966.[88] In December of that year, the ABC television network premiered The Dating Game[image: External link], a pioneer series in its genre[image: External link], which was a reworking of the blind date[image: External link] concept in which a suitor selected one of three contestants sight unseen based on the answers to selected questions. This was followed up in July 1966 by The Newlywed Game[image: External link], featuring three recently married couples who guessed the responses to their partner's questions (some of which were fairly risque). As ABC began to outgrow its facilities at 7 West 66th Street, Goldenson found a new headquarters for ABC in a 44 story building located at 1330 Avenue of the Americas[image: External link] in Manhattan, at the corner of 54th Street[89][90] (now occupied by The Financial Times[image: External link]'s New York office). This operation allowed for the conversion of the premises at 66th Street into production facilities for television and radio programs.[90]

On December 7, 1965, Goldenson announced a merger proposal with ITT to ABC management; the two companies agreed to the deal on April 27, 1966.[85] The FCC approved the merger on December 21, 1966; however, the previous day (December 20), Donald F. Turner[image: External link], head antitrust[image: External link] regulator for the United States Department of Justice[image: External link], expressed doubts related to such issues as the emerging cable television[image: External link] market,[91] and concerns over the journalistic integrity of ABC and how it could be influenced by the overseas ownership of ITT.[92] ITT management promised that the company would allow ABC to retain autonomy in the publishing business.[91] The merger was suspended, and a complaint was filed by the Department of Justice in July 1967, with ITT going to trial in October 1967; the merger was officially canceled after the trial's conclusion on January 1, 1968.[93]

On January 12, 1966, ABC replaced The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet with Batman[image: External link], an action series based on the DC Comics[image: External link] series starring Adam West[image: External link] that was known for its kitschy style.[94] In 1967, WLS radio CEO Ralph Beaudin was appointed as the president of ABC Radio.[95] Under his leadership, ABC Radio was divided into four "networks" devoted to different types of programming: news, informative series, pop music[image: External link], and talk shows[image: External link].[95] Two other networks were later created to provide rock music[image: External link] and traffic reporting.

In 1968, ABC took advantage of new FCC ownership regulations that allowed broadcasting companies to own a maximum of seven radio stations nationwide in order to purchase Houston[image: External link] radio stations KXYZ[image: External link] and KXYZ-FM[image: External link] for $1 million in shares and $1.5 million in bonds.[96] That year, Roone Arledge was named president of ABC Sports; the company also founded ABC Pictures, a film production company which released its first picture that year, the Ralph Nelson[image: External link]-directed Charly[image: External link]. It was renamed ABC Motion Pictures[image: External link] in 1979; the unit was dissolved in 1985.[97] The studio also operated two subsidiaries, Palomar Pictures International and Selmur Pictures. In July 1968, ABC continued its acquisitions in the amusement parks sector with the opening of ABC Marine World in Redwood City, California[image: External link];[98] that park was sold in 1972 and demolished in 1986, with the land that occupied the park later becoming home to the headquarters of Oracle Corporation[image: External link].

In July 1968, ABC Radio launched a special programming project for its FM stations, which was spearheaded by Allen Shaw,[99] a former program manager at WCFL[image: External link] in Chicago[100] who was approached by ABC Radio president Harold L. Neal to develop a format to compete with the new progressive rock[image: External link] and DJ[image: External link]-helmed stations.[101] The new concept called "LOVE Radio", which featured a limited selection of music genres, was launched on ABC's seven owned-and-operated FM stations in late November 1968; the concept replaced nearly all of the programming provided by these stations; however, several affiliates (such as KXYZ) retained the majority of their content.[101] In August 1970, Shaw announced that ABC FM's music choice policy should be reviewed to allow listeners access to many styles of music.[102]

On the television side, in September 1969, ABC launched the Movie of the Week[image: External link], a weekly showcase aimed at capitalizing on the growing success of made-for-TV movies[image: External link] since the early 1960s. The Movie of the Week broadcast feature-length dramatic films directed by such talented filmmakers as Aaron Spelling[image: External link], David Wolper[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] (the latter of whom gained early success through the showcase for his 1971 film Duel[image: External link]) that were produced on an average budget of $400,000–$450,000.[103] Hits for the television network during the late 1960s and early 1970s included The Courtship of Eddie's Father[image: External link], The Brady Bunch[image: External link] and The Partridge Family[image: External link].
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 Success in television (1971–1980)




In the early 1970s, ABC completed its transition to color; the decade as a whole would mark a turning point for ABC, as it began to pass CBS and NBC in the ratings to become the first place network.[104] It also began to use behavioral and demographic data to better determine what types of sponsors to sell advertising slots to and provide programming that would appeal towards certain audiences.[105] ABC's gains in audience share were greatly helped by the fact that several smaller markets had grown large enough to allow full-time affiliations from all three networks.

In 1970, ABC debuted Monday Night Football[image: External link] as part of its Monday prime time schedule;[106] the program became a hit for the network and served as the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)'s premier game of the week until 2006, when Sunday Night Football[image: External link], which moved to NBC that year as part of a broadcast deal that in turn saw MNF move to ESPN[image: External link], took over as the league's marquee game. According to Goldenson, Monday Night Football helped earn ABC regularly score an audience share of 15%–16%; ABC Sports managed the budget for the Monday night time slot to reallocate the weekly budget for ABC's prime time schedule to just six days, as opposed to seven on competing networks.[107] 1970 also saw the premieres of several soap operas including the long-running All My Children[image: External link], which ran on the network for 41 years.

In 1970, the FCC voted to pass the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], a set of regulations aimed at preventing the major networks from monopolizing the broadcast landscape by barring them from owning any of the prime time programming that they broadcast.[108] In 1972, the new rules resulted in the company's decision to split ABC Films into two separate companies: the existing Worldvision Enterprises, which would produce and distribute programming for U.S. syndication, and ABC Circle Films[image: External link] as a production unit.[109][110] Worldvision was sold to a consortium of ABC executives for nearly $10 million.[110]

In April 1970, Congress[image: External link] passed the Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act[image: External link] which banned cigarette[image: External link] advertising from all television and radio networks, including ABC, when it took effect on January 2, 1971.[111] Citing limited profitability of its cinemas, ABC Great States, the Central West division of ABC Theatres, was sold to Henry Plitt in 1974.[109] On January 17, 1972, Elton Rule[image: External link] was named President and Chief Operating Officer[image: External link] of ABC a few months after Goldenson reduced his role in the company after suffering a heart attack[image: External link].[33]

In the early 1970s, Michael Eisner[image: External link], who joined ABC in 1966, became the network's program development manager.[112] He helped bring about ideas for many series including Happy Days[image: External link] (which originated as a segment on the anthology series Love, American Style[image: External link]),[112][113] as well as several soap operas; however, Eisner's main credit at ABC was for developing youth-oriented programming.[114] He was responsible for reacquiring the rights to the Looney Tunes-Merrie Melodies library, bringing the shorts back to ABC after spending several years on CBS, as well as developing The Jackson 5ive[image: External link] animated series and a series about the Osmonds[image: External link], and greenlighting Super Friends[image: External link], based on DC Comics' Justice League of America[image: External link] series[112] He also laid ground-work for the development of educational children's programming (predating the 1990 Congressional passage of the Children's Television Act[image: External link]) through interstitials such as Time for Timer[image: External link], The Bod Squad[image: External link] and, perhaps most famously, Schoolhouse Rock![image: External link]. Eisner left ABC in 1976 to become president of Paramount Pictures;[115] he would later become the President of ABC's eventual parent company, Disney.

In the spring of 1975, Fred Pierce, the newly appointed president of ABC Television, convinced Fred Silverman[image: External link] to become the first president and director of programming of the independent television production subsidiary ABC Entertainment, created from the network's namesake programming division.[116][117] In 1974, ABC premiered the detective series S.W.A.T.[image: External link] That same year, the network made the decision to compete with NBC's morning news-talk program[image: External link] Today[image: External link]. Its first attempt at such competition was AM America[image: External link]; however, that show's success was not straightforward.[118] One of its affiliates, WCVB-TV[image: External link] premiered morning show Good Day!. First premiering in 1973 as Good Morning!, it was groundbreaking for being entirely produced on the road and broadcasting from locations outside of the Boston area. Also, in the summer of 1975, ABC discovered that its Cleveland[image: External link] affiliate WEWS-TV[image: External link] was producing its own morning program The Morning Exchange[image: External link], which debuted in 1972 and was now locally pre-empting AM America; it was the first morning show to utilize a set modeled after a living room[image: External link], and established a concept now commonplace among network morning shows in which news and weather updates were featured at the top and bottom of each hour. Discovering that their formats seemed to appeal to their viewers,[118] the network became the first to adopt them for a new national morning show, Good Morning America, which debuted on November 3, 1975.[118]

The 1970s were highlighted by several successful comedy, fantasy, action and superhero-themed series for the network including Kung Fu[image: External link], The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Starsky & Hutch[image: External link], Charlie's Angels[image: External link], The Bionic Woman[image: External link], Fantasy Island[image: External link] and Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]. Many of these series were greenlit by Silverman, who left ABC in 1978 to become president of NBC's entertainment division. The rousing success of Happy Days also led to a successful spin-off series, Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], which debuted during the 1975–76 season. Charlie's Angels and Three's Company[image: External link] (which debuted during the 1976–77 season) were two prime examples of a trend among the major networks during the 1970s known as "jiggle TV[image: External link]", featuring attractive, often buxom, women in main and guest roles.

In 1977, Henry Plitt, who at the time was associated with Thomas Klutznick, a real estate entrepreneur in Chicago, purchased the southern division of ABC Theatres, ABC Southern.[109] The sale stripped ABC of control over its theaters as a result of changes in the theater operation sector, mainly the fact that the population was migrating to the suburbs and moving away from older cinemas in larger cities[109] (Plitt Theatres[image: External link] was later purchased by Cineplex Odeon Corporation[image: External link] in 1987[109]).

For its part, the television network produced a few new hits during 1977: January saw the premiere of Roots[image: External link], a miniseries based on an Alex Haley[image: External link] novel[image: External link] that was published the previous year. Roots went on to become one of the highest-rated programs in American television history, with unprecedented ratings for its finale.[119][120] In September, The Love Boat[image: External link], a comedy-drama anthology series produced by Aaron Spelling which was based around the crew of a cruise ship and featured three stories centered partly on the ship's various passengers; although critically lambasted, the series turned out to be a ratings success and lasted nine seasons. The success of Roots, Happy Days and The Love Boat allowed the network to take first place in the ratings for the first time in the 1976–77 season[image: External link].[69] On September 13, 1977, the network debuted Soap[image: External link], a controversial soap opera parody which became known for being the first television series to feature an openly gay main character (played by a then-unknown Billy Crystal[image: External link]); it last ran on the network on April 20, 1981.

Meanwhile, ABC News, which formed as a newly separate division, sought to become a global leader in television news.[121] In 1977, Roone Arledge was named president of the new ABC News in addition to being president of ABC Sports.[122] That same year, ABC launched a major expansion of its office facilities in New York City. The company first constructed a new 10-story building on land previously occupied by an abandoned warehouse on the corner of Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street; the facility that was built in its place is nicknamed "7 Lincoln Square" (although it is actually located at 149 Columbus Avenue). Meanwhile, a former parking lot, located at 30 West 67th Street, was transformed into an impressive 15-story building. Both buildings were completed in June 1979. WABC-TV moved its operations from offices at 77 West 66th Street to 149 Columbus Avenue, freeing up space for the ABC network to house some of its operations.

In June 1978, Arledge created the newsmagazine[image: External link] 20/20;[123] after its first episode received harshly negative reviews, the program – which debuted as a summer series, before becoming a year-round program in 1979 – was immediately revamped to feature a mix of in-depth stories and interviews, with Hugh Downs[image: External link] appointed as its anchor (later paired alongside his former Today colleague Barbara Walters[image: External link]). In February 1979, ABC sold its recording division to MCA Inc.[image: External link] for $20 million; the label was discontinued by March 5 of that year, and all of its 300 employees were laid off[124] (the rights to the works of ABC Records and all of MCA's other labels have since been acquired by Universal Music Group[image: External link]).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Merger with Capital Cities, purchase of ESPN and reprogramming Friday nights (1981–1990)




ABC dominated the American television landscape during the 1970s and early 1980s (by 1980, the three major networks represented 90% of all prime-time television viewership in the U.S.[125]). Several flagship series debuted on the network during this time including Dynasty[image: External link], an opulent drama from Aaron Spelling that became a hit when it premiered as a midseason series in 1981, five months before Spelling's other ABC hit Charlie's Angels ended its run. The network was also propelled during the early 1980s by the continued successes of Happy Days, Three's Company, Laverne & Shirley and Fantasy Island, and gained new hits in Too Close for Comfort[image: External link], Soap spinoff Benson[image: External link] and Happy Days spinoff Mork & Mindy[image: External link]. In 1981, ABC (through its ABC Video Services division) launched the Alpha Repertory Television Service[image: External link] (ARTS), a cable channel operated as a joint venture with the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] offering cultural and arts programming, which aired as a nighttime service over the channel space of Nickelodeon[image: External link].[126]

On August 9, 1982, ABC purchased a 10% stake in the Entertainment and Sports Programming Network (ESPN) for $20 million; in exchange for the interest, ESPN gained the U.S. television rights to the British Open[image: External link], which ABC had not been able to broadcast in its entirety.[127] The purchase provided ABC the option of purchasing additional shares of up to 49% under certain conditions,[128] which included the option to purchase at least 10% of Getty Oil[image: External link]'s shares in the channel prior to January 2, 1984.[128]

In 1983, ABC sold KXYZ to the Infinity Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link].[129] On January 4, 1984, The New York Times reported that ABC, through its subsidiary ABC Video Enterprises, had exercised its option to purchase up to 15% (or between $25 million and $30 million) of Getty Oil's shares in ESPN, which would allow it to expand its shares at a later date.[128] In June 1984, ABC's executive committee approved the company's interest acquisition in ESPN, and ABC arranged with Getty Oil to obtain an 80% stake in the channel, while selling the remaining 20% to Nabisco[image: External link].[130] That year, ABC and Hearst reached an agreement with RCA to merge ARTS and competing arts service, The Entertainment Channel, into a single cable channel called Arts & Entertainment Television ( A&E[image: External link]); the new channel subsequently leased a separate satellite transponder, ending its sharing agreement with Nickelodeon to become a 24-hour service.[126] Meanwhile, ABC withdrew from the theme park business for good when it sold the Silver Springs Nature Theme Park.[98]

In December 1984, Thomas S. Murphy[image: External link], chief executive officer[image: External link] of Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], contacted Leonard Goldenson about a proposal to merge their respective companies.[131] On March 16, 1985, ABC's executive committee accepted the merger offer,[132] which was formally announced on March 18, 1985, with Capital Cities purchasing ABC and its related properties for $3.5 billion and $118 for each of ABC's shares as well as a guarantee of 10% (or $3) for a total of $121 per share.[131] To finance the purchase, Capital Cities borrowed $2.1 billion from a consortium of banks, which sold certain assets that Capital Cites could not acquire or retain due to FCC ownership rules for a combined $900 million and sold off several cable television systems, which were sold to The Washington Post Company[image: External link] (forming the present-day Cable One[image: External link]).[133] The remaining $500 million was loaned by Warren Buffett[image: External link], who promised that his company Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link] would purchase $3 million in shares, at $172.50 apiece.[133][134] Due to an FCC ban on same-market ownership of television and radio stations by a single company (although the deal would have otherwise complied with new ownership rules implemented by the FCC in January 1985, that allowed broadcasters to own a maximum of 12 television stations[131]), ABC and Capital Cities respectively decided to sell WXYZ-TV and Tampa[image: External link] independent station WFTS-TV[image: External link] to the E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] (although Capital Cities/ABC originally intended to seek a cross-ownership waiver to retain WXYZ and Capital Cities-owned radio stations WJR[image: External link] and WHYT[image: External link]).

The merger between ABC[image: External link] and Capital Cities received federal approval on September 5, 1985. After the ABC/Capital Cities merger was finalized on January 3, 1986, the combined company – which became known as Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. – added four television stations (WPVI-TV/Philadelphia, KTRK-TV[image: External link]/Houston, KFSN-TV[image: External link]/ Fresno[image: External link] and WTVD[image: External link]/ Raleigh[image: External link]) and several radio stations to ABC's broadcasting portfolio, and also included Fairchild Publications[image: External link] and four newspapers (including The Kansas City Star[image: External link] and Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]).[135] It also initiated several changes in its management:[136] Frederick S. Pierce was named president of ABC's broadcasting division; Michael P. Millardi became vice president of ABC Broadcasting, and president of ABC Owned Stations[image: External link] and ABC Video Enterprises; John B. Sias was appointed president of the ABC Television Network; Brandon Stoddard[image: External link] became president of ABC Entertainment (a position to which he had been appointed in November 1985); and Roone Arledge became president of ABC News and ABC Sports. In February 1986, Thomas S. Murphy, who had been serving as CEO of Capital Cities since 1964, was appointed chairman and CEO emeritus of ABC.[137] Jim Duffy stepped down as ABC Television president for a management position at ABC Communications, a subsidiary that specialized in community service programming, including shows related to literary education.[121]

As far as programming is concerned, four of ABC's marquee shows of the 1970s ended their runs during the mid-1980s: Laverne & Shirley ended its run in 1983, Happy Days and Three's Company ended in 1984 (with the latter producing a short-lived spinoff[image: External link] that year), while The Love Boat ended its run in 1986. After nearly a decade of ratings trouble, NBC had regained the ratings lead among the Big Three networks in 1984 on the success of series such as The Cosby Show[image: External link], Cheers[image: External link] and Miami Vice[image: External link]. To counteract NBC, ABC decided to refocus itself on comedies and family-oriented series beginning in the mid-1980s including Who's the Boss?[image: External link], Mr. Belvedere[image: External link], Growing Pains[image: External link], Perfect Strangers[image: External link], Head of the Class[image: External link], Full House[image: External link], The Wonder Years[image: External link], Just the Ten of Us[image: External link] and Roseanne.

Following the initial success of these series, ABC revamped its Friday night schedule around family-friendly comedies in the late 1980s, culminating in the 1989 debut of the " TGIF[image: External link]" block (which promotions referenced stood for "Thank Goodness It's Funny").[138] Many of the series featured during the run of the block were produced by Miller-Boyett Productions[image: External link], a Warner Bros.-based studio that briefly programmed the entire Friday lineup during the 1990–91 season[image: External link] (with Going Places[image: External link] joining Family Matters[image: External link], Full House and Perfect Strangers on the "TGIF" schedule) and through its development deal with Paramount Television[image: External link] prior to 1986 (as Miller-Milkis, and later, Miller-Milkis-Boyett Productions), had earlier produced Happy Days and its various spinoffs among other series for the network.

In 1988, ABC constructed a new building to serve as the network's headquarters, located near the studios of WABC-TV on West 66th Street. The television network's restructuring program, launched in 1974, helped with the purchases and exchanges of nearly 70 stations during the late 1980s, and aided in increasing its ratings by more than 2 million viewers.[121]
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In 1990, Thomas S. Murphy delegated his position as president to Daniel B. Burke[image: External link] while remaining ABC's chairman and CEO.[137] Capital Cities/ABC reported revenues of $465 million.[139] Now at a strong second place, the network entered the 1990s with additional family-friendly hits including America's Funniest Home Videos (which has gone on to become the longest-running prime time entertainment program in the network's history), Step by Step[image: External link], Hangin' with Mr. Cooper[image: External link], Boy Meets World[image: External link] and Perfect Strangers spinoff Family Matters, as well as series such as Doogie Howser, M.D.[image: External link], Life Goes On[image: External link], cult favorite Twin Peaks[image: External link] and The Commish[image: External link]. In September 1991, the network premiered Home Improvement[image: External link], a sitcom starring stand-up comic[image: External link] Tim Allen[image: External link] centering on the family and work life of an accident-prone host of a cable-access home improvement show. Lasting eight seasons, its success led ABC to greenlight additional sitcom projects helmed by comedians during the 1990s including The Drew Carey Show[image: External link]; Brett Butler[image: External link] vehicle Grace Under Fire[image: External link]; and Ellen[image: External link], which became notable for a 1997 episode[image: External link] which served as the coming out of series star Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link] (as well as her character in the series) as a lesbian[image: External link].

In 1993, the FCC repealed the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules, once again allowing networks to hold interests in television production studios.[140] That same year, Capital Cities/ABC purchased the French animation studio DIC Entertainment[image: External link];[141] it also signed an agreement with Time Warner Cable[image: External link] to carry its owned-and-operated television stations on the provider's systems in ABC O&O markets.[142] By that year, ABC had a total viewership share of 23.63% of American households, just below the limit of 25% imposed by the FCC.[140]

Daniel Burke departed from Capital Cities/ABC in February 1994, with Thomas Murphy taking over as president[137] before ceding control to Robert Iger[image: External link]. September 1993 saw the debut of NYPD Blue[image: External link], a gritty police procedural[image: External link] from Steven Bochco[image: External link] (who created Doogie Howser, M.D. and the critically pilloried Cop Rock[image: External link] for ABC earlier in the decade); lasting twelve seasons, the drama became known for its boundary pushing of network television standards (particularly its occasional use of graphic language and rear nudity), which led some affiliates to initially refuse to air the show in its first season.

In order to compete with CNN[image: External link], ABC proposed a 24-hour news channel[image: External link] called ABC Cable News, with plans to launch the network in 1995; however, the plan would ultimately be shelved by company management. ABC would reattempt such a concept in July 2004 with the launch of ABC News Now[image: External link], a 24-hour news channel distributed for viewing on the Internet[image: External link] and mobile phones[image: External link]. On August 29, 1994, ABC purchased Flint, Michigan[image: External link] affiliate WJRT-TV[image: External link] and WTVG[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] (which was previously affiliated with ABC from 1958 to 1970) from SJL Broadcast Management[image: External link], with the latter switching to ABC once its contract with NBC expired two months after the purchase was finalized in early 1995.[143] Both stations were acquired as a contingency plan in the event that CBS reached an affiliation deal with WXYZ-TV (to replace WJBK[image: External link], which switched to Fox[image: External link] as a result of that network's group affiliation agreement[image: External link] with New World Communications[image: External link]) in order to allow the network to retain some over-the-air presence in the Detroit market (the E.W. Scripps Company and ABC would reach a group affiliation deal that renewed affiliation agreements with WXYZ and WEWS, and switch four other stations, including two whose Fox affiliations were displaced by the New World deal, with the network).[144]

On July 31, 1995, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced an agreement to merge with Capital Cities/ABC for $19 billion.[49][145] Disney shareholders approved the merger at a special conference in New York City on January 4, 1996,[145][146] with the acquisition of Capital Cities/ABC being completed on February 9; following the sale, Disney renamed its new subsidiary ABC Inc.[145] In addition to the ABC network, the Disney acquisition integrated ABC's ten owned-and-operated television and 21 radio stations; its 80% interest in ESPN, ownership interests in The History Channel[image: External link], A&E Television Networks[image: External link], and Lifetime Entertainment[image: External link]; and Capital Cities/ABC's magazine and newspaper properties into the company.[49] As FCC ownership rules forbade the company from keeping both it and KABC-TV, Disney sold Los Angeles independent station KCAL-TV[image: External link] to Young Broadcasting[image: External link] for $387 million.[147] On April 4, Disney sold the four newspapers that ABC had controlled under Capital Cities to Knight Ridder[image: External link] for $1.65 billion.[148] Following the merger, Thomas S. Murphy left ABC with Robert Iger taking his place as president and CEO.[149] Around the time of the merger, Disney's television production units had already produced series for the network such as Home Improvement and Boy Meets World, while the deal also allowed ABC access to Disney's children's programming library for its Saturday morning block. In 1998, ABC premiered the Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]-created sitcom Sports Night[image: External link], centering on the travails of the staff of a SportsCenter[image: External link]-style sports news program; despite earning critical praise and multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series was cancelled in 2000 after two seasons.

On May 10, 1999, Disney reorganized its publishing division, the Buena Vista Publishing Group, renaming it as Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link]; the rechristened division became a subsidiary of Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] while Hyperion Books[image: External link] became affiliated with ABC.[150] On July 8, 1999, Disney consolidated Walt Disney Television Studio[image: External link], Buena Vista Television Productions[image: External link] and ABC's primetime division into the ABC Entertainment Television Group[image: External link].

In August 1999, ABC premiered a special series event, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link], a game show[image: External link] based on the British program of the same title. Hosted throughout its ABC tenure by Regis Philbin[image: External link], the program became a major ratings success throughout its initial summer run, which led ABC to renew Millionaire as a regular series, returning on January 18, 2000. At its peak, the program aired as much as six nights a week.[151] Buoyed by Millionaire, during the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], ABC became the first network to move from third to first place in the ratings during a single television season. Millionaire ended its run on the network's primetime lineup after three years in 2002, with Buena Vista Television relaunching the show as a syndicated program (under that incarnation's original host Meredith Vieira[image: External link]) in September of that year.
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In addition to Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, the network entered the 2000s with hits held over from the previous decade such as The Practice[image: External link], NYPD Blue and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link] and new series such as My Wife and Kids[image: External link] and According to Jim[image: External link], all of which managed to help ABC stay ahead of the competition in the ratings in spite of the later departure of Millionaire. 2000 saw the end of "TGIF", which was struggling to find new hits (with Boy Meets World and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch[image: External link], the latter of which moved to The WB[image: External link] in October 2006, beginning to wane as well by this point) following the loss of Family Matters and Step by Step to CBS as part of its own failed attempt at a family-oriented Friday comedy block[image: External link] in the 1997–98 season[image: External link]. Outside of 20/20, Friday nights remained a weak spot for ABC for the next 11 years.

On April 30, 2000, as a result of a carriage dispute[image: External link] with ABC, Time Warner Cable removed ABC owned-and-operated stations from the cable provider's systems in four markets (WABC-TV in New York City, KABC-TV in Los Angeles, KTRK in Houston and WTVD in Raleigh-Durham). The network had earlier reached an eleventh-hour deal to renew its carriage agreement with the provider on December 31, 1999.[142] ABC filed an emergency petition to the Federal Communications Commission on May 1 to force TWC to restore the affected stations; the FCC ruled in favor of ABC, ordering Time Warner Cable to restore the stations, doing so on the afternoon of May 2.[142] ABC ended the 2000–01[image: External link] season as the most-watched network, ahead of NBC.

Networks affiliates approved a two-year affiliate agreement in 2002. In September 2006, Disney Chairman/CEO Michael Eisner[image: External link] outlined a proposed realignment of the ABC broadcast network day parts with the similar unit in its cable channels: ABC Sunday mornings with Disney Channels[image: External link] ( Toon[image: External link] & Playhouse[image: External link]), ABC daytime with Soapnet[image: External link] and ABC prime time with ABC Family.[152] 2002 saw the debut of the network's first hit reality series, The Bachelor[image: External link] (the elimination-style dating show's success led to a spinoff, The Bachelorette[image: External link], which premiered the following year, as well as two additional[image: External link] spinoffs that later debuted in the early 2010s).

In 2004, ABC's average viewership declined by ten ratings points, landing the network in fourth place, behind NBC, CBS and Fox (by the following year, the combined season-ending average audience share of ABC, NBC and CBS represented only 32% of U.S. households[125]). However, during the 2004–05 season[image: External link], the network experienced unexpected success with new series such as Desperate Housewives[image: External link], Lost[image: External link] and Grey's Anatomy as well as reality series Dancing with the Stars[image: External link], which helped ABC rise to second place, jumping ahead of CBS, but behind a surging Fox. On April 21, 2004, Disney announced a restructuring of its Disney Media Networks division with Marvin Jacobs being named president of ABC parent Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], and ESPN president George Bodenheimer[image: External link] becoming co-CEO of the division with Jacobs, as well as president of ABC Sports.[153] On December 7, 2005, ABC Sports and ESPN signed an eight-year broadcast rights agreement with NASCAR[image: External link], allowing ABC and ESPN to broadcast 17 NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] races each season (comprising just over half of the 36 races held annually) effective with the 2006 season.[154]
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Between May and September 2005, rumors circulated that Disney–ABC was considering a sale of ABC Radio, with Clear Channel Communications[image: External link] and Westwood One[image: External link] (which had earlier purchased NBC's radio division, as well as the distribution rights to CBS's, and the Mutual Broadcasting System during the 1990s) as potential buyers. On October 19, 2005, ABC announced the restructuring of the group into six divisions: Entertainment Communications, Communications Resources, Kids Communications, News Communications, Corporate Communications, and International Communications.

On February 6, 2007, The Walt Disney Company announced an agreement with Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link] to merge the ABC Radio Network with Citadel. The new entity, Citadel Communications[image: External link],[155] was majority owned (52%) by Disney, in conjunction with Forstmann Little[image: External link] (32%) and former shareholders of Citadel Broadcasting (16%). Citadel eventually merged with Cumulus Media[image: External link] in September 2011.
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In February 2007, Disney announced that it would rename its Touchstone Television production unit as the ABC Television Studio (simplified to ABC Studios by that summer), as part of a corporate move to eliminate secondary production brands such as Buena Vista[image: External link].[156] In May 2007, ABC unveiled a new image campaign, revolving around the slogan "Start Here", which highlighted the multi-platform availability of ABC's program content.[157]

The Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] that halted production of network programs for much of the 2007–08 season[image: External link] affected the network in 2007–08 and 2008–09[image: External link], as various ABC shows that premiered in 2007, such as Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link], Pushing Daisies[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link] and Samantha Who?[image: External link], did not live to see a third season; other series such as Boston Legal[image: External link] and the U.S. version of Life on Mars[image: External link] suffered from low viewership, despite the former, a spin off of The Practice, being a once-highlighted breakout series when it debuted in 2005.[158] One of the network's strike-replacement programs during that time was the game show Duel[image: External link], which premiered in December 2007. The program would become a minor success for the network during its initial six-episode run, which led ABC to renew Duel as a regular series starting in April 2008. However, Duel suffered from low viewership during its run as a regular series, and ABC canceled the program after sixteen episodes. On August 15, 2008, Disney denied rumors started by Caris & Co. that it would be selling the ten ABC owned-and-operated stations.[159]

In early 2009, Disney–ABC Television Group merged ABC Entertainment and ABC Studios into a new division, ABC Entertainment Group, which would be responsible for both its production and broadcasting operations.[160][161][162][163][164] During this reorganization, the group announced that it would lay off 5% of its workforce.[165] On April 2, 2009, Citadel Communications announced that it would rebrand ABC Radio as Citadel Media;[166] however, ABC News continued to provide news content for Citadel. On December 22, Disney–ABC Television Group announced a partnership with Apple Inc.[image: External link] to make individual episodes of ABC and Disney Channel[image: External link] programs available for purchase on iTunes[image: External link].[167]
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