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    Writer’s Note




    Writing Bloody Elle – A Gig Musical been my light thru the dark.




    I hope my words can do the same for you – take care of your lovely hearts.




    Big love and bottomless thanks to Bryony Shanahan, Alexandra Faye Braithwaite, Peter J Holland, Hannah Sands, Suzanne Bell, Amanda Stoodley, Mark Distin Webster, Amber Chapell, Yandass Ndlovu, Siobhán Rocks and Scott McDonald.




    For your belief. Your passion. Your hearts.




    Thank you. For it all.




    And a huge big ta to:
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    Director’s Note




    Working on a new piece is always special. Knowing that the entire team is creating something that’s never been seen before is one of the best feelings as a director. It takes muscle and delicacy and bravery and also a load of faith from everyone involved!




    But with this particular piece at this particular time, that sense of preciousness, of treasuring every moment together in the rehearsal room, of trying to bring this new, breathing, living thing to life, is intensified and is even more of a privilege than ever before.




    Bloody Elle – A Gig Musical will be the first piece in the Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester for fourteen months after the closures brought about due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It will be the first time audiences are welcomed through our doors again, dressing rooms will be occupied, machinery will be whirring, lights will focus on human beings, sound will land in the ears of those gathered together. There will be a first beginners’ call, a first standby and (hopefully!) a first curtain call. The pandemic has been devastating for the entire world, and our industry has really suffered. Coming together for a live experience is what we do. We’ve had to think differently, find new ways of working, and have all faced the very real crisis of what happens if recovery isn’t possible. But as opening gets closer and closer, that intangible but very real sense of excitement, and of preparing to share this story with strangers and friends, is starting to once more ignite a collective energy and a hopeful stride towards better times. So yeah, this one feels doubly special, and I’m sure is something none of us will forget.




    It’s also an odd thought, but despite us all being surrounded by so much loss and devastation at the hands of the virus, this piece actually wouldn’t have been made if it weren’t for these set of peculiar circumstances. The enforced time away from performing as well as other events landing simultaneously, meant that Lauryn had the time and somehow found the motivation to put pen to paper, and carve out Elle and all of the people that occupy her world. That’s not to say any of us are glad this has happened, but it’s nice to focus on a small piece of joy and I feel very grateful to her for creating something that is getting us back together again. As Elle is described in the play, ‘life was tough, she was tougher, when life got rough, she got rougher’. I think this perfectly describes Lauryn over the past twelve months.




    We’re nothing without our colleagues, collaborators, audiences and participants. And I’m surrounded by brilliant people. There are too many to mention, but it takes a village. Thank you to every single one of you. To be heralding in a new era that I hope is full of joy, resilience and growth, with a piece that talks about love, endeavour and being exactly who you are in this world, and that is jam packed with beautiful songs and rousing music… feels right.




    Lastly, in relation to this story in particular, no one says it better than Audre Lorde, so I’ll leave it with her words: ‘You do not have to be me in order for us to fight alongside each other.’




     




    Bryony Shanahan


    Director of Bloody Elle – A Gig Musical


    Joint Artistic Director of Royal Exchange Theatre


  




  





  




  

    Lauryn Redding (Writer & Performer)




    Theatre credits include: The Worst Witch (Vaudeville Theatre, West End – Olivier Award winner); The Hired Man (Queen’s Theatre, Hornchurch/Hull Truck/Oldham Coliseum); Macbeth/A Midsummer Night’s Dream/Twelfth Night (Wilton’s Music Hall); Seagulls (Bolton Octagon); Oliver Twist (Hull Truck); Educating Rita (UK Tour); Bread and Roses/Up ‘n’ Under/Oh! What a Lovely War/Dreamers (Oldham Coliseum); Romeo and Juliet (The Watermill Theatre); Horrible Histories (The Lowry); The Comedy of Errors (Shakespeare’s Globe and UK/European Tour); Treasure Island/Peter Pan in Scarlet (New Vic Theatre); Frankenstein (Salisbury Playhouse); An August Bank Holiday Lark/ She Stoops to Conquer/The Winter’s Tale (Northern Broadsides); Alice’s Adventures Underground (Waterloo Vaults); Barmy Britain/Barmy Britain Part Two – Horrible Histories (Garrick Theatre, West End, UK and Australian tour); Wind in the Willows (West Yorkshire Playhouse); King Lear/Different Buttons (Red Rose Chain); The Enough Project (The Lowry); Shhh (Theatre503); Numb (Arcola Theatre); Tall Tales (Theatr Clywd). Television credits include: EastEnders (BBC) Emmerdale (ITV); Lee Nelson’s Well Good Show (BBC Three); Regulars (Channel 4).




    Bryony Shanahan (Director)




    Bryony Shanahan is Joint Artistic Director of the Royal Exchange Theatre. In 2016 she won the Genesis Future Directors Award and directed Trade at the Young Vic. During the past twelve months as Artistic Director she has developed projects such as All I Want For Christmas and Oh Woman! for the Royal Exchange. Her directing credits for the theatre include Wuthering Heights, Adieu, Queens of the Coal Age and Nothing (winner of Manchester Theatre Award). Other directing credits include Enough (Traverse Theatre); Chicken Soup (Sheffield Crucible); Operation Crucible (Finborough Theatre/Sheffield Crucible/UK tour/59e59 New York); Weald (Finborough Theatre); Bitch Boxer (Soho Theatre/national tour/Adelaide Fringe Festival); Boys Will Be Boys (Women Centre Stage, National Theatre); Chapel Street (national tour) and You and Me (Greenwich Theatre/national tour).
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A Gig Musical

Written and Performed by

Lauryn Redding

The first performance of
Bloody Elle - A Gig Musical
was at the Royal Exchange Theatre, Manchester
on 23 June 2021





OEBPS/html/docimages/cover.jpg
=[=[~

|8 Reddi
aurym Redding





OEBPS/html/docimages/1.jpg





