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Physical Characteristics of the Belgian Tervuren


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Ears: Triangular in shape, well cupped, stiff, erect, height equal to width at base. Set high, the base of the ear does not come below the center of the eye.


Head: Well chiseled, skin taut, long without exaggeration.


Neck: Round, muscular, rather long and elegant, slightly arched and tapered from head to body. Skin well fitting with no loose folds. Withers accentuated.


[image: images]


Stop: Moderate. The topline of the muzzle is parallel to the topline of the skull when viewed from the side. Muzzle moderately pointed, avoiding any tendency toward snipiness or cheekiness. Jaws strong and powerful.


Skull and muzzle: Measuring from the stop are of equal length. Overall size is in proportion to the body, top of skull flattened rather than rounded, the width approximately the same as, but not wider than the length.


Eyes: Dark brown, medium size, slightly almond shape, not protruding. Light, yellow or round eyes are a fault.


Nose: Black without spots or discolored areas. Nostrils well defined. Lips tight and black, no pink showing on the outside when mouth is closed.


Teeth: Full complement of strong white teeth, evenly set, meeting in a scissors or a level bite.


Chest: Not broad without being narrow, but deep; the lowest point of the brisket reaching the elbow, forming a smooth ascendant curve to the abdomen.


Forequarters: Shoulders long, laid back 45 degrees, flat against the body, forming a right angle with the upper arm. Top of the shoulder blades roughly two thumbs width apart. Upper arms should move in a direction exactly parallel to the longitudinal axis of the body. Forearms long and well muscled. Legs straight and parallel, perpendicular to the ground. Bone oval rather than round. Pasterns short and strong, slightly sloped. Dewclaws may be removed.


Feet: Rounded, cat footed, turning neither in nor out, toes curved close together, well padded, strong nails.


Topline: Level, straight and firm from withers to croup. Croup medium long, sloping gradually to the base of the tail.


Body: Is square; the length measured from the point of shoulder to the point of the rump approximates the height.


Hindquarters: Legs powerful without heaviness, moving in the same pattern as the limbs of the forequarters. Thighs broad and heavily muscled. Stifles clearly defined, with upper shank at right angles to hip bones. Hocks moderately bent. Feet slightly elongated, toes curved close together, heavily padded, strong nails.


Tail: Strong at the base, the last vertebra to reach at least to the hock. At rest the dog holds it low, the tip bent back level with the hock. When in action, he may raise it to a point level with the topline giving it a slight curve, but not a hook.


Coat: The guard hairs of the coat must be long, close fitting, straight and abundant. The texture is of medium harshness. The undercoat is very dense. The hair is short on the head, outside the ears, and on the front part of the legs. Ornamentation consists of especially long and abundant hair around the neck, fringe of long hair down the back of the forearm; long and abundant hair trimming the breeches; long, heavy and abundant hair on the tail.


Abdomen: Moderately developed, neither tucked up nor paunchy. Ribs well sprung but flat on the sides. Loin section viewed from above is relatively short, broad and strong, but blending smoothly into the back.


Color: Body rich fawn to russet mahogany with black overlay. The coat is characteristically double pigmented wherein the tip of each fawn hair is blackened.


Size: The ideal male is 24 to 26 inches in height and female 22 to 24 inches in height measured at the withers.
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With a combination of natural elegance, physical beauty, intelligence and a faithful temperament, the Belgian Tervuren has secured himself a place in the hearts of fanciers around the world and looks ahead to a bright future.
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Travel through Belgium and you will see the bustling cities of Antwerp and Brussels. When you travel through the countryside by car or train, you will also find beautiful farms and fertile, attractive fields. Imagine the Belgian shepherd dogs herding the cattle and sheep over these fields and you will have a picture-perfect scene. Belgium, of course, is the land of the four breeds of Belgian sheepdogs—the Groenendael, the Malinois, the Laekenois and the beautiful Tervuren.


The history of many breeds of dog is difficult to trace. In previous centuries very few, if any, records were kept of the dogs that were used for breeding. The best working dog at a particular task was bred to a similar animal who performed well at the same task. Animals selected were picked for their intelligence, abilities and devotion to their masters. Within a few generations, litters of puppies would begin to look alike and the dogs would be able to perform specific tasks with a great deal of skill.


We know that the Belgian Tervuren is a Belgian dog and that his basic task was, and still is, to herd. With ease he can herd sheep or cattle and sometimes even his owner and family members, as the herding instinct lies deep within the breed. In addition to his herding abilities, the Belgian Tervuren excels in a number of other activities, such as agility, obedience, tracking, Schutzhund (protection training) and guarding.


Prior to the 1890s, the Belgian shepherds were not known as pure-bred dogs or as separate breeds or varieties but were known and used as working dogs on the farm. These dogs would herd and guard the livestock as well as protect their farmsteads and families.


In September 1891 the Club du Chien de Berger Belge (the Belgian Shepherd Dog Club) was formed in Belgium to decide if there was a shepherd dog that was representative of the country, such as the German Shepherd Dog is representative of Germany. On November 15, 1891, veterinarian Prof. Dr. Adolphe Reul assembled a group of individuals from the various Belgian counties to look over 117 representatives, and it was determined that there was a definite type of dog to represent Belgium. Forty dogs were selected from this group, all looking alike but with different coat lengths and coat colors.
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Duc de Groenendael (drawing by Evan Gelder), the most famous son of Picard d’Uccle and Petite (the foundation couple of the Groenendael variety) and the father of Milsart, who played a major role in fixing the Tervuren type.


Three of the Belgian shepherd varieties came to be named for the region of Belgium in which the variety originated. The Tervurens came from the town of Tervuren, where they were originally bred by M. F. Corbeel. The Groenendaels were named after the chateau and kennel of Nicolas Rose, who bred the black Belgians. The Malinois were named after the city of Malines, where the majority of them were bred. The Laekenois, bred around Antwerp and Boom, were named after the kennel of their breeder, Adrien Janssen. The breeders of the Malinois valued the shorthaired variety of the Belgian sheepdog and focused primarily on the dogs’ ability to work. Because Malinois were known for their working ability, the other types of Belgian shepherds were often interbred to Malinois.
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A nice typical Malinois at a Belgian dog show.


In the United States there are three breeds of Belgians: the Malinois, the Tervuren and the Groenendael (called the Belgian Sheepdog in the US). All are called shepherd dogs and are shown in the American Kennel Club’s (AKC) Herding Group. In Europe and the UK they are shown as four varieties (including the Laekenois) of one breed>. In the UK they are classified in the Pastoral Group; the Fédération Cynologique Internationale places them in Group 1 (Sheepdogs and Cattle Dogs except Swiss Cattle Dogs). In addition, the name “Tervuren” in the UK and Europe is spelled “Tervueren.”


The Tervuren, the longhaired “other than black” Belgian shepherd, was for a long time treated as a poor cousin of the longhaired, solid-black Groenendael. It has been asserted incorrectly that the Tervuren was a crossbreeding of the Groenendael and the Collie. According to Louis Huyghebaert, Groenendaels and Tervurens have such a mutual relationship and a common origin that they cannot be separated. They are indeed the same dogs, only differing in color.


M. F. Corbeel, around 1895 in the town of Tervuren, owned two fawn-colored longhaired dogs named Tom and Poes. These two dogs are commonly considered the foundation breeding pair of the Tervuren variety. Tom and Poes produced Miss, a fawn bitch with a good black overlay, and she was unquestionably regarded as the ancestor of the Belgian Tervuren.
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The Belgian Shepherds’ cousin, the Schipperke, is known as “the little shepherd” and has been employed for various tasks, from herding to ratting.
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The four varieties on a painting by A. Ackaert.


Milsart, the result of the union of Miss and the black Duc de Groenendael, son of the black Groenendael foundation couple, Picard d’Uccle and Petite, played a major role in fixing the Tervuren type. In 1907 he became the first Tervuren champion. He had a deep charcoal fawn coat and has been described as a perfectly successful prototype of the variety; he is the real forefather of the charcoal fawn longhaired Belgian shepherd that became known as the Tervuren. His pedigree demonstrates the common origin of the two longhaired varieties, regardless of color, since all longhaired progeny definitely go back to Picard d’Uccle and Petite. Indeed, Tervurens born from Groenendael parents have played an essential part in the development of the breed in Europe.
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POST OFFICE SALUTES BELGIUM’S TOP FOUR


On May 26, 1986 four postage stamps were issued in Belgium to honor the best-known Belgian breeds, namely the Belgian shepherd dogs (pictured, left to right: Malinois, Tervuren and Groenendael) and (not pictured) the Bouvier des Flandres.





From this short overview of early history of the Belgian shepherds, it should be clear how logical it is that the Belgian Shepherd Dog is classified as one single breed in Europe and the UK. The four varieties, the result of intermatings, are indeed only different appearances of one and the same dog.


On May 8, 1892 the first Belgian specialty show was held in Cureghem, Belgium. That same year, the first standard for the breed was written, describing the three coat varieties (longhaired, as seen in the Tervuren and Groenendael; shorthaired, as seen in the Malinois; and rough-haired, as seen in the Laekenois). This Belgian standard was reworked many times over the years to reach its present format, in which the four varieties of the Belgian Shepherd Dog breed are described, divided by coat texture, coat color and length of coat. In all other ways, the four varieties are the same.


In 1898 a second club, the Berger Belge Club, was formed in Malines, Belgium. Due to disputes, arguments and other conflicts, discussions continued about the coat types and colors, in addition to controversy over divergence in type between the working dog and the dog bred for the show ring. Eventually, Dr. Reul’s club disappeared and the Berger Belge Club remained and was recognized by the Société Royale Saint-Hubert, the national canine organization of Belgium. Another club, the Royal Groenendael Club, was also recognized, and the two clubs functioned until March of 1990 when they were finally united.


In the late 1890s, because the Club du Chien de Berger Belge held only herding trials, Louis Huyghebaert began holding dressage trials to test a Belgian’s aptitude for jumping over high fences and long obstacles and swimming abilities. These trials were also combined with protection work and were called Belgian ring sport (or campagnes). The first trial was held in June of 1903 and ring trials became a fixture in Belgian shepherd society; national trials have been held on a yearly basis ever since.


Discussions over the colors of the various Belgian varieties began very early on. The three coat types had been established, but in 1901 the Société Royale Saint-Hubert accepted the long coat only in black, the short coat only in blackened fawn and the rough coat only in ash gray; the name designations (Groenendael, Malinois and Laekenois, respectively) for the varieties followed. However, some breeders would not accept this and bred outside these color rules. In 1914 a longhaired gray bitch was shown, and the exhibitors and breeders were totally taken with her. She was of exceptional beauty with a wonderful nature, and she embodied what the breeders were looking for in the breed. It was then decided that breeding should not be done for color alone but instead to produce the finest example of the breed. The longhaired fawn variety was not called “Tervuren” from the start, but eventually the name of the foundation breeder’s hometown was the accepted name for the variety.


With the onset of World War I, discussions and disagreements between the various breeders subsided. With what little stock survived the war, breeding of Belgians began again, and the red-brown and gray longhaired dogs were allowed into the breeding program. In 1920 the breed definitions changed and all colors that had been formerly eliminated were once again allowed and interbreeding between the varieties was again permitted.
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The four varieties of Belgian shepherd dogs.


In Belgium in 1921 two Belgian shepherds, Minox and Colette ex Folette, from four generations of Malinois, were bred and produced a litter of three Tervurens. These three dogs became the primary dogs in the development of both the Tervuren and the Groenendael. However, through interbreeding of the varieties, Tervurens kept showing up in Malinois litters, and this interbreeding was to continue for many years. Even at the present time there is a certain amount of controversy as to the interbreeding between the Malinois, Groenendael and Tervuren.
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MY COUSIN, THE SKIPPER


Let’s not forget the “little Belgian shepherd,” the Belgian cousin of the shepherd breeds, the Schipperke. It is generally accepted that the Belgian breed known as the Schipperke, a wholly black little shepherd dog (Schipperke means “little shepherd” in the Flemish dialect), and the Belgian shepherds have a common ancestor in the Leuvenaar. This extinct Belgian breed, whose name means “inhabitant of Louvain,” was an all-black lupoid dog weighing between 22 and 26.5 pounds (10 and 12 kg). From this common stem, the smallest were selected as rat-catchers (Schipperkes) and the largest for herding and guarding livestock (Belgian shepherds).





In 1922 the first Tervuren was registered in Switzerland, a bitch by the name of Dora, owned by Dr. Masson. Two more were registered in 1924 and 1925, also belonging to Dr. Masson. In 1935 Dr. Masson imported another Tervuren bitch from France to enhance his breeding program.


With the onset of World War II, as had happened during World War I, the breed took another decided drop in popularity. During World War II the Belgian shepherds were used in military service as well as by the Red Cross, whom they led to the wounded in the battlefields. Because the dogs were so skilled at their jobs, the German army was ordered to shoot the dogs on sight, which led to the near extinction of the breed. Thankfully a few breeders in Europe were able to hide their dogs and the Belgian shepherds did survive.


Few people realize that after the devastation of the breed during World War II, America, almost as much as France, helped to recreate the Tervuren. Unfortunately, the European experts called the revived breed the “American type” of Tervuren, which is heavier, longer and more angulated than the European dog.
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After World War II, the Tervuren started to become more popular. In 1946 the Swiss kennels of de la Tour Ronde and v. Hummelwald were breeding dogs, from imported Belgian animals, with outstanding temperaments and excellent conformation for the show ring. A standout dog was Urvinioul Deprez, who, with his excellent body, exceptional temperament and correct head and ears, was something that the breed was in need of at the time.


Whelped in 1948, Will de la Garde Noire was an outstanding example of the longhaired Belgian, and he was able to compete with the Malinois and the Groenendael on equal footing. Through the early 1950s “Willy” was instrumental in the development of the Tervuren as we know it today.
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This Laekenois is multi-champion and World Champion Max van Kriekebos (Hassan van Kriekebos X Jody van Kriekebos).
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An American-bred Belgian Groenendael.


During the following decades the Tervuren became more popular throughout the European countries. The breed established a following of fanciers and breeders who did much to improve the Belgian Tervuren and to establish it as a breed to be reckoned with not only in the show ring but also as a working dog, excelling in such activities as herding trials, Schutzhund and search and rescue. With their beauty, great versatility and skill as working dogs, it is obvious why the Belgian shepherds, in all colors and coat types, have remained beloved dogs in their native country of Belgium as well as throughout the world.


THE BELGIAN TERVUREN COMES TO AMERICA


Although the Tervuren did not become popular in the US until after World War II, it came to America at a much earlier date, as the first Tervuren was registered with the American Kennel Club around 1920. The dog’s name was Cesar, and he was registered by Oliver Ormsby Page. Page bred the dog to a Groenendael, and a litter of longhaired black and fawn puppies was produced. However, with the Great Depression and World War II, showing activity in the Tervuren was almost nonexistent, with the few that came into the country being registered as Belgian Sheepdogs, the breed name under which all of the varieties were registered in the US at that time. There had been a breed club, the Belgian Sheepdog Club of America (BSCA), which had encompassed the different varieties. This club dissolved in the early 1930s during the Great Depression, but a new BSCA was established in 1949.


By the 1940s several individuals were working together to get the Tervuren established as a breed in America. Rudy Robinson of Candide kennels in Wheaton, Illinois, who started breeding Groenendaels in 1947, corresponded with several well-known Belgian breeders in Europe.


In 1953 he imported three Tervurens from the Saint Jacques kennel in France, and he continued to import Tervurens until his last pair came from France in 1959. Mr. Robinson is credited with the foundation of the Tervuren breed in the US and is recognized for his invaluable contributions to both the Tervuren and the Groenendael.
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The Tervuren is a longhaired Belgian shepherd that is “rich fawn to russet mahogany with black overlay.”


The 1950s brought about controversy and change. During the years between 1953 and 1959, the BSCA’s newsletter wrote very little about the history and genetics of the Belgian varieties or the interbreeding between them, and nothing had been written about their common ancestors. In addition, the foreign Groenendaels were not welcomed by the BSCA, as they were considered to be inferior. As other varieties were imported, more issues arose. At this point, the Tervuren was not even listed as a variety in the AKC standard for the Belgian Sheepdog. However, the Tervuren variety of the Belgian Sheepdog was becoming preferred by the public, as this variety started to win over the Malinois and Groenendaels in the ring. In June of 1958 D’Jimmy de Clos Saint-Clair, one of Rudy Robinson’s imports, became the first Tervuren to gain his championship in America.
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An American-bred Belgian Tervuren.
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As a puppy, the Belgian Tervuren possesses a softer coat than the adult.
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A group of Groenendael breeders protested to the American Kennel Club that the varieties were not the same breed and should not all be registered together as Belgian Sheepdogs. At the request of the Groenendael breeders, the AKC polled the Belgian Sheepdog owners about inter-variety breeding and conformation competition. In July 1959, with a poor response to the questionnaire, the AKC board voted that only the Groenendael variety would retain the breed name Belgian Sheepdog. This marked the official separation of the three varieties. The Tervuren and Malinois were now called by the breed names “Belgian Tervuren” and “Belgian Malinois,” and the

American Kennel Club allowed separate breed clubs to be formed. Also in July 1959, separate breed standards for the Belgian Sheepdog, Belgian Tervuren and Belgian Malinois were approved by the AKC. At this time the Malinois was relegated to the Miscellaneous Class; its numbers became sufficient for readmittance into the Working Group in 1965. The Lakenois, with insignificant numbers in the US, was not considered for AKC acceptance.


Although the breed standards have been reworked over the years, to this day the three breeds are still anatomically the same, with some differences in size and certainly differences in coat. At this time, however, there is still considerable debate in the US regarding interbreeding among the breeds.
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Ch. Scorpio de Fauve Charbonne CD, TD, owned by Joyce Henry, bred by Bob and Barbara Krohn. Scorpio was the 1972 American Belgian Tervuren Club’s national specialty BOB winner.


Bob and Barbara Krohn of Fauve Charbonne kennels were the force behind the new American Belgian Tervuren Club (ABTC), which began with just 12 charter members. The Krohns, along with Rudy Robinson, were very important contributors to the Tervuren in the early days and onward. The Krohns owned one of Mr. Robinson’s imported Groenendaels when he began importing Tervurens, and he had arranged for them to take one of his first imported Tervs, the bitch Chrysis du Clos Saint Jacques. Chrysis was the first Tervuren to earn the Companion Dog (CD) title in obedience, and she produced offspring that became foundation stock for other important American kennels.


The Krohns are also credited with the most influential Tervuren litter ever produced, the “K” litter by Dandy du Clos Saint Jacques out of the imported Jasmine de Cledeville. The two dogs and three bitches in this litter all became champions, and the three females became the foundation bitches for the Georjune, Chateau Blanc and Bonheur kennels.


Katie de Fauve Charbonne went to the Georjune kennels of June Betsworth, who had been previously breeding German Shepherd Dogs. She was the first “K” bitch to be bred. Out of Katie’s first litter came 1971’s top-producing sire, Ch. Joker of Georjune, who was also the first North American Group-winning Tervuren with a Group One in Canada. June’s breeding and showing lasted through the 1970s, but her impact on the Tervuren is still felt today. The quality of her breeding program, which produced many multi-titled champions and obedience winners, lives on in the kennels that started on Georjune foundation stock.
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Am./Can. Ch. Hi Times Kanook of Crocs Blanc CD, shown winning Best in Show at Colorado Springs KC in 1975 under judge Joe Gregory, owner-handled by Judith Lee Smith. Kanook won six Bests in Show in the US between 1972-1976 and another BIS in Canada. He was also a specialty BIS winner.


Chateau Blanc kennels of the Laurin family in Connecticut started in the early 1960s with the foundation pair Ch. Flair de Fauve Charbonne CD, BAR and Ch. Kandice de Fauve Charbonne CDX, BAR from the “K” litter. They were bred together three times, and offspring from these pairings became cornerstones of not just their bloodline but of the Tervuren as a whole. Kandice was the first Belgian Tervuren bitch to earn a championship and a CDX title in obedience. Since its beginnings, Chateau Blanc has always emphasized the all-around Tervuren, titling dogs in conformation and a multitude of performance events. Over 20 of their dogs have earned the BAR award, and their dogs are always breeder/owner-handled.


Note that the BAR designation after a dog’s or bitch’s name denotes Breeder Achievement Record, an award indicating an outstanding producer of both breed and obedience progeny as determined by the American Belgian Tervuren Club.


Kriquette de Fauve Charbonne, the third of the “K” litter bitches, went to the Dickens family in Virginia in 1962 to start their Bonheur kennels. Kriquette was successfully shown and was part of the first all-champion Tervuren litter. Her first litter produced several champions as well as the first Tervuren to achieve a perfect score in obedience. This kennel later bred the first Tervuren to win an all-breed Best in Show, Ch. Bonheur’s D’Artagnan UDT, BAR. Another milestone for the kennel was when Ch. Bonheur Star Treader CDX, TD became the first dog of any breed to go Best in Show from the AKC’s Herding Group (following the AKC’s division of the Working Group into two groups, Working and Herding).


Sallyann Comstock of Sanroyale kennels in Texas started in Great Danes and Dobermans but in 1965 saw her first Tervuren and began looking into the breed’s characteristics. By 1966 she purchased her foundation bitch from Dorothy Hollister of Val de Tonnere Belgians. Ms. Comstock has bred many fine dogs but special mention should be made of the following: Best in Show Am./Can. Ch. Rajah D’Antre du Louve CD, BAR; Int. Ch. Our Valiant du Sanroyale; and Am./Bermuda Ch. Sanroyale’s the Hustler CD, BAR.




DUTCH COUSINS


The Belgian Shepherds have many admirers in the Netherlands despite that country’s indigenous herding dog, the Dutch Shepherd. This handsome herder occurs in three coat types, long, rough and short, just like its neighbor, the Belgian. The breed is more colorful, including blue, gray, yellow, silver and various eye-catching shades of brindle. Of the three varieties, the short coat is the most popular, though all three are unfortunately very rare, even in Holland.
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Shorthaired
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Roughhaired
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Longhaired
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The top-winning Ch. Corsairs Beaujangles C/O-BAR shown winning one of his record 24 all-breed Bests in Show under judge Maxine Beam at Monroe Kennel Club in 1983, owner-handled by Steve Sorensen.


[image: images]


Ch. Quincey du Garde Roux, shown winning Best in Show under judge Winifred Heckman in the early 1970s.


Cachet Noir (formerly called Starburst kennels), the New Hampshire kennel of Dana MacKoni, bred Ch. StarBright Bonne Chance CDX, Am./Can. TD, HIC, PD1, PD2, BAR-CX, whelped in 1978. He produced Best in Show and specialty Best in Show winners as well as working dogs who achieved obedience High in Trials and herding-trial wins.


Larry and Sue Mills of Ques-Que-Ce kennels in Elmira, Oregon got their first Tervuren in 1971 and since that time have bred and handled many conformation champions in addition to putting a number of Working Certificates on their dogs. Among their best was Am./Can. Ch. Ques-Que-Ce’s Keeper Of The Flame, a big winner and a marvelously balanced, sound and typey Tervuren. In addition, the Millses are active in the rescue and rehoming of Belgian Tervurens.
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