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The French people solemnly proclaim their attachment to the Rights of Man and
the principles of national sovereignty as defined by the Declaration of 1789,
confirmed and complemented by the Preamble to the Constitution of 1946, and to
the rights and duties as defined in the Charter for the Environment of 2004.
By virtue of these principles and that of the self-determination of peoples, the
Republic offers to the overseas territories which have expressed the will to adhere to
them new institutions founded on the common ideal of liberty, equality and
fraternity and conceived for the purpose of their democratic development.


	
Article 1. France shall be an indivisible, secular, democratic and social Republic. It shall ensure the equality of all citizens before the law, without distinction of origin, race or religion. It shall respect all beliefs. It shall be organised on a decentralised basis.



	

	Statutes shall promote equal access by women and men to elective offices and posts as well as to professional and social positions.



Title I: On Sovereignty
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Article 2. The language of the Republic shall be French.



	

	The national emblem shall be the blue, white and red tricolour flag.

	

	The national anthem shall be La Marseillaise.

	

	The maxim of the Republic shall be “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”.

	

	The principle of the Republic shall be: government of the people, by the people and for the people.



	
Article 3. National sovereignty shall vest in the people, who shall exercise it through their representatives and by means of referendum.



	

	No section of the people nor any individual may arrogate to itself, or to himself, the exercise thereof.

	

	Suffrage may be direct or indirect as provided for by the Constitution. It shall always be universal, equal and secret.

	

	All French citizens of either sex who have reached their majority and are in possession of their civil and political rights may vote as provided for by statute.



	
Article 4. Political parties and groups shall contribute to the exercise of suffrage. They shall be formed and carry on their activities freely. They shall respect the principles of national sovereignty and democracy.



	

	They shall contribute to the implementation of the principle set out in the second paragraph of article 1 as provided for by statute.

	

	Statutes guarantee the pluralistic expression of opinions and the equitable participation of political parties and groups in the democratic life of the Nation.



Title II: The President of the Republic
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Article 5. The President of the Republic shall ensure due respect for the Constitution. He shall ensure, by his arbitration, the proper functioning of the public authorities and the continuity of the State. He shall be the guarantor of national independence, territorial integrity and due respect for Treaties.


	
Article 6. The President of the Republic shall be elected for a term of five years by direct universal suffrage. No one may carry out more than two consecutive terms of office. The manner of implementation of this article shall be determined by an Institutional Act.


	
Article 7. The President of the Republic shall be elected by an absolute majority of votes cast. If such a majority is not obtained on the first ballot, a second ballot shall take place on the fourteenth day thereafter. Only the two candidates polling the greatest number of votes in the first ballot, after any withdrawal of better placed candidates, may stand in the second ballot.



	

	The process of electing a President shall commence by the calling of said election by the Government.

	

	The election of the new President shall be held no fewer than twenty days and no more than thirty-five days before the expiry of the term of the President in office.

	

	Should the Presidency of the Republic fall vacant for any reason whatsoever, or should the Constitutional Council on a referral from the Government rule by an absolute majority of its members that the President of the Republic is incapacitated, the duties of the President of the Republic, with the exception of those specified in articles 11 and 12, shall be temporarily exercised by the President of the Senate or, if the latter is in turn incapacitated, by the Government.

	

	In the case of a vacancy, or where the incapacity of the President is declared to be permanent by the Constitutional Council, elections for the new President shall, except in the event of a finding by the Constitutional Council of force majeure, be held no fewer than twenty days and no more than thirty-five days after the beginning of the vacancy or the declaration of permanent incapacity.

	

	In the event of the death or incapacitation in the seven days preceding the deadline for registering candidacies of any of the persons who, fewer than thirty days prior to such deadline, have publicly announced their decision to stand for election, the Constitutional Council may decide to postpone the election.

	

	If, before the first round of voting, any of the candidates dies or becomes incapacitated, the Constitutional Council shall declare the election to be postponed.

	

	In the event of the death or incapacitation of either of the two candidates in the lead after the first round of voting before any withdrawals, the Constitutional Council shall declare that the electoral process must be repeated in full; the same shall apply in the event of the death or incapacitation of either of the two candidates still standing on the second round of voting.

	

	All cases shall be referred to the Constitutional Council in the manner laid down in the second paragraph of article 61 or in that laid down for the registration of candidates in the Institutional Act provided for in article 6.

	

	The Constitutional Council may extend the time limits set in paragraphs three and five above, provided that polling takes place no later than thirty-five days after the decision of the Constitutional Council. If the implementation of the provisions of this paragraph results in the postponement of the election beyond the expiry of the term of the President in office, the latter shall remain in office until his successor is proclaimed.

	

	Neither articles 49 and 50 nor article 89 of the Constitution shall be implemented during the vacancy of the Presidency of the Republic or during the period between the declaration of the permanent incapacity of the President of the Republic and the election of his successor.



	
Article 8. The President of the Republic shall appoint the Prime Minister. He shall terminate the appointment of the Prime Minister when the latter tenders the resignation of the Government. On the recommendation of the Prime Minister, he shall appoint the other members of the Government and terminate their appointments.


	
Article 9. The President of the Republic shall preside over the Council of Ministers.


	
Article 10. The President of the Republic shall promulgate Acts of Parliament within fifteen days following the final passage of an Act and its transmission to the Government.



	

	He may, before the expiry of this time limit, ask Parliament to reopen debate on the Act or any sections thereof. Such reopening of debate shall not be refused.



	
Article 11. The President of the Republic may, on a recommendation from the Government when Parliament is in session, or on a joint motion of the two Houses, published in the Journal Officiel, submit to a referendum any Government Bill which deals with the organization of the public authorities, or with reforms relating to the economic, social or environmental policy of the Nation, and to the public services contributing thereto, or which provides for authorization to ratify a treaty which, although not contrary to the Constitution, would affect the functioning of the institutions.
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