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White-headed, white-fronted prize-winning trials working sheepdog.







DEDICATION


This book is dedicated to the shepherds of the world. For centuries, in every type of terrain and climate, they have devotedly not only tended their flocks and herds but bred and developed a whole range of quite remarkable dogs, able to fend off all manner of wild beasts and human threats, then herd or drive vulnerable livestock from old pasture to new pasture and often to distant markets. From the high-altitude grazing grounds of the Himalayas and the windswept steppes of Eurasia, to the hot dry pastures of East and South Africa northwards to the wet hill farms of Wales, Scotland and the Lake District and the flat, sometimes recently drained fields of the Low Countries, shepherds have used talented dogs to aid them. These dogs have varied from the giant flock guardians to the diminutive heelers, but have one thing in common: the management of livestock for man. Compared to sporting dogs, little has been written of such dogs and even less about their masters. Shepherds have sometimes been philosophical but rarely literate; there is comparatively very little on record about them or their dogs. This book is a tribute to the shepherds who used, bred and developed the quite admirable breeds of dog that still remain with us. We have a duty to perpetuate their impressive work by breeding the pastoral dogs of today to their criteria: sound, robust, functional and yet so often extremely handsome. It is worth remembering that on just one day, 24 January 1794, nineteen shepherds and forty-five sheepdogs perished in a severe storm in the south of Scotland. We owe the shepherds of our islands and the world a deep debt of gratitude – for their work and, especially, for their dogs.
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Shepherd of 1875. COL. JOSEPH GALE, MUSEUM OF RURAL LIFE.
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Shepherd of the Transylvanian Alps with his Romanian Sheepdog.
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Portuguese Shepherd with his Rafeiro do Alentejo.
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The Highland Flock by Thomas Sidney Cooper, 1887.







PREFACE


The group in which the sheepdogs are included is characterised by a high order of intelligence. In order that their duties may be performed creditably they must be sensible, tractable and hardy. Besides learning readily the lessons that are taught them at an early age, they must acquire certain powers of initiative that are shown sometimes in a form so remarkable as to make one wonder if psychologists are justified in denying the faculty of reasoning to dogs.


Arthur Croxton Smith, About our Dogs


The value of shepherds to the human race over many centuries is indisputable. The value of their dogs to the shepherds has long been accepted as immense and unmatchable. In remote areas where sheep are grazed the worth of such dogs is still immeasurable. In western urbanised countries, the types of dogs that once were known only to shepherds have become developed as distinct breeds and have earned widespread popularity away from the pastures as companion dogs. The competitive exhibiting of these dogs has predictably changed their appearance, as cosmetic appeal inevitably outscored working skills no longer exercised. The challenge today is to protect such admirable dogs from human excess, think much more of their best interests and respect their heritage. Shepherds have used dogs for well over two thousand years. Man has conducted dog shows for less than two hundred. We would be very foolish to ignore the hard lessons learned by shepherds over many centuries and think we know better. The dogs of the shepherds deserve to be perpetuated in their own mould, not to a transient template produced by the all too often self-indulgent breeders of today. These are precious and important breeds of dog.


In 1908 there were just six pastoral breeds on the Kennel Club’s list of recognized pedigree dog breeds: Collies Rough and Smooth, Old English Sheepdogs, Shetland Sheepdogs and Welsh Corgis, plus the ‘Alsatian Wolf Dog’. In 2013, there were thirty-one – the biggest number of breeds in any of the KC’s Groups – although perversely the KC places pastoral breeds like the Hovawart, the Beauceron, the Bouvier des Flandres and the Swiss mountain dogs in their Working Group. It is worth a glance at these ‘dogs of the shepherds’ to see their widespread use across the globe, showing the immense value of such dogs to man: the Anatolian Shepherd Dog and the Kangal Dog (from Turkey); the two Australian breeds – their Cattle Dog and their Shepherd Dog; the Bearded, Border, Rough and Smooth Collies, the Old English and Shetland Sheepdogs, the Lancashire Heeler and the two Welsh Corgi breeds, all from Britain; the four breeds of Belgian Shepherd Dog; the Briard from France and the Catalan Sheepdog from Spain, with the two Pyrenean breeds – Mountain Dog and Sheepdog – and the Maremma Sheepdog of Italy coming from adjacent countries; the three Hungarian breeds: Kuvasz, Komondor and Puli; the Estrela Mountain Dog from Portugal; and finally those from much further north, the Polish Lowland Sheepdog, the Norwegian Buhund, the Finnish Lapphund, the Samoyed, and the Swedish Vallhund.
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Early show Collie.
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Early show Bobtail.





Most of these originated overseas, but, because of its wide-ranging capabilities, our native breed – the Border Collie – for long never even considered as a pedigree dog, attracted over 2,000 new registrations, making it our most favoured native pastoral breed. The German Shepherd Dog, however, totalled over 8,000, as our love affair with breeds from overseas showed itself again. Far too many of our native pastoral breeds are under threat of extinction in this century, with breeds like the Smooth Collie, the Cardigan Corgi and the Lancashire Heeler each only attracting around 100 new annual registrations each year.
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Shepherd and his Sheepdog on Salisbury Plain, 1864.





Never listed by the KC were the Smithfield Sheepdog (a leggy, shaggy-coated drover’s dog), the Blue Shag of Dorset (a mainly blue-grey bobtailed sheepdog), the Cotswold Beardie (often black and white and possibly a variant of the Bobtail), the rough-haired Lakeland Sheepdog, the Welsh Hillman (the longer-legged uplands sheepdog of Wales), the Old Welsh Grey (the bearded sheepdog of Wales), the Welsh Black and Tan Sheepdog (the shorter-coated ‘valleys’ sheepdog of South Wales), the Galway Sheepdog of Southern Ireland (a big tricolour dog resembling the Bernese Mountain Dog) and the Glenwherry Collie of Antrim (a mainly merle or marbled type, often wall-eyed), each one a distinct type, however little known outside their favoured areas. Every year, the use of pastoral dogs declines a little further, as modern pressures alter our agricultural methods and the urban sprawl continues. But every year it seems a new use is found for that talented breed the Border Collie, as its sheer versatility and wide range of skills find employment. It is now the case that many pastoral breeds are, more often than not, unlikely to be utilized in the pastures and far more likely to be employed as service dogs, with the military, the police and search and rescue organizations. They are still valued; they can still do things that humans cannot.


The lost pastoral breeds of the British Isles are illustrated below.
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Smithfield Sheepdog with shepherd.
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The Welsh Hillman.
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Blue Shag with shepherd.






[image: image]


Cotswold Shepherd with local Beardie.
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Welsh Grey Sheepdog with Welsh Drover.
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The old Welsh Black and Tan Sheepdog.
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Lakeland Shepherd with rough-haired Collies, c.1890.
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Glenwherry Collie of Antrim with distinctive ‘wall-eyes’.





Unrecognized Foreign Breeds


The international kennel club, the Federation Cynologique Internationale (FCI) lists quite a number of pastoral breeds in their Group 1 that are not recognized by our KC: the Picardy Sheepdog, the South Russian Sheepdog, the Croatian Sheepdog, the Dutch Shepherd, the Mallorquin Sheepdog, the Portuguese Sheepdog, the Kelpie, the Schapendoes, the Hungarian Mudi and Pumi but puts the flock-guarding breeds like the Anatolian Shepherd Dog, the Pyrenean Mountain Dog, the Caucasian Sheepdog, the Estrela Mountain Dog and the Hovawart into a separate Group, 2. This does not help the allocation of judges from England to their shows or the reverse; judges need to appreciate role, the function that led to the design of the breed. Herding dogs need a very different anatomy from the mountain dogs or flock protectors and the rating of such physical points deserves specialist knowledge and judgement.


The FCI also recognizes foreign breeds in this Group quite unknown in Britain: the Cao de Castro Laboreiro and Rafeiro do Alentejo from Portugal, the Karst and Sar Planinac from the former Yugoslavia and the Central Asian Sheepdog. As, especially in countries that emerged from behind the Iron Curtain, more native pastoral breeds are ratified, this process will continue. Breeds such as Romania’s Mioritic Shepherd, the Bucovina Shepherd, the Carpathian Shepherd and the jet black, appropriately named Raven Dog have been presented at the country’s shows for the first time. In Western Europe too, native breeds are becoming recognized as the canine heritage of each nation is at last being valued by the show fraternity; in Spain, for example, at the 2013 Madrid show, the Garafiano Sheepdog (from the Canary Islands) was paraded, then three other native breeds, the Carea Leones, the Carea Manchego and the Euskal Artzain Txakurra were introduced to the curious onlookers in the main ring programme. In this book, I aim to cover many of these, but because their function was the same as the pastoral breeds already recognized, their physical form is remarkably similar to the better-known herders and flock guardians.
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Galway Sheepdog – quite similar to Bernese Mountain Dog.





Unlikely to survive a lack of recognition and failing interest in the pastures are the brindle Cypro Kukur or Kumaon Mastiff of northern India, the Cane Garouf or Italian Alpine Mastiff or Patua, and the Corsican native livestock protection dog, the Cursinu, resembling the Karst. The little Croatian heeler the Medi is now being promoted, the Portuguese (Azores) version of our Old English Sheepdog: the Barbado da Terceira, the huge Cao de Gado Transmontano of North Portugal, quite similar to the registered Rafeiro da Alentejo, and the Chodsky Pes, a Czech herding dog rather like a smaller Tervueren, are all attracting interest at long last. Meanwhile, as ever, zealous individuals are at work, promoting newly developed breeds like the Panda Shepherd in Canada, a GSD with a very specific coat colour; the King Shepherd and Shiloh Shepherd in America – ‘improved’ GSDs; the Swiss Shepherd – an all-white GSD that is gaining support in Switzerland; with the Welsh Mountain Dog being promoted in the Principality. It is noticeable that in several countries the GSD is being ‘improved’ by dissatisfied fanciers of the show GSD in the 1990s style of that dog. The recently developed Eastern European Shepherd, an attractive, more traditional GSD-variant, soon became Russia’s most popular breed.


In this book, I aim to make a case for the origin and function of all pastoral types, ancient and modern, to be respected, not in the pursuit of historical accuracy, important as that is, but because they can only be bred both soundly and honestly if their past development and traditional form is honoured. Their original lowly rural breeders have left these magnificent canine servants to us and we have a duty of care towards these impressive and quite admirable breeds of dog. There is less research material on the dogs of the shepherds than, say, on sporting dogs such as gundogs and hounds. Both the latter types were owned and patronized by the wealthy and better-educated, the former usually by illiterate agricultural workers. This increases my resolve to do them justice after centuries of neglect. My personal affection for this type of dog rests on the thirty-odd years of loyal yet stimulating companionship that I was given by my own working sheepdogs, perhaps better described as unregistered Border Collies; they taught me an enormous amount about dogs – and quite a lot about myself. 


The sheepdog is so completely absorbed in what seems the sole business and employment of his life, that he does not bestow a look, or indulge a wish beyond the constant protection of the trust reposed in him, and to execute the commands of his master; which he is always anxious to receive, and in fact is invariably looking for by every solicitous attention it is possible to conceive. Inured to all weathers, fatigue and hunger, he is the least voracious of the species, subsists on little…the sagacity, fidelity, and comprehensive penetration of this kind of dog is equal to any other, but that there is a thoughtful or expressive gravity annexed to this particular race, as if they were absolutely conscious of their own utility in business of importance, and of the value of the stock so confidently committed to their care.


The Sportsman’s Cabinet, 1803
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The Eastern European Shepherd Dog.
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Working Sheepdog intent on stalk.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE


A number of the illustrations in this book lack pictorial quality but are included because uniquely they either contribute historically to or best exemplify the meaning of the text. Old depictions do not always lend themselves to reproduction in today’s higher quality print and publishing format. Those that are included have significance beyond their graphic limitations and I ask for the reader’s understanding over this.


Where quotes are used, they are used verbatim, despite any vagaries in spelling, irregular use of capital letters or departures from contemporary grammar. For me, it is important that their exact form, as presented by the author originally, is displayed, as this can help to capture the mood of those times.
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Old English Sheepdogs of 1812.







INTRODUCTION


The Emergence of the Pastoral Dogs


In his informative A History of Domesticated Animals (1963), the distinguished zoologist Frederick Zeuner wrote:


In the Bronze Age a moderately large dog is frequently found which, in many respects, is like some of the primitive breeds of sheepdog still to be found in parts of Europe. The modern collies, Alsatians and others with elongated skulls are products of very recent systematic breeding… In view of the palaeontological material now available, this means that the sheepdog group can be traced back to the Bronze Age… Its frequent occurrence in Bronze Age sites may be connected with the increasing importance of sheep-breeding in the economy of Bronze Age Europe. Thus the forerunners of the modern sheepdogs can so far be traced back to the Bronze Age only.


Evidence of far earlier use of pastoral dogs, not surprisingly, can be found in the artefacts of Ancient Egypt, as these two images demonstrate.


No Breed Identity


It is unwise for enthusiastic breed historians to link contemporary breeds with depictions of dogs on ancient artefacts. As Juliet Clutton-Brock wrote in her Domesticated Animals from Early Times (1981):


The majority of the remains of the earliest domestic dogs have been retrieved from archaeological sites in western Asia, although small numbers have also been found in North and South America, northwest Europe (England and Denmark), Russia and Japan. They are nowhere very common until the Neolithic period when livestock animals are of course also represented… The dogs of these early periods, before the invention or widespread use of agriculture, were already quite variable in size and they probably also varied in their pelage, length of ears and tail, and shape of facial region … it is not acceptable to divide these dog remains into separate categories or subspecies, let alone into breeds.
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Statue of 18th Dynasty shepherd dog from Egypt (Louvre Museum).
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Early Egyptian knife handle depicting two huge livestock protection dogs (second row down).





Function ensures physical resemblances but pure-breeding for appearance is a modern phenomenon.


Usefulness to Man


If man is the most successful mammal on the planet, then, dog, man’s closest animal companion, is arguably the second most successful and certainly man’s most valuable animal companion. Dogs have changed history, allowing for example early farmers to protect their livestock from predators, primitive hunters to obtain meat for the table and facilitate travel in Arctic conditions. In his Dogs: A Historical Journey (1996), Lloyd Wendt writes: ‘The earliest evident pattern of human and dog migrations and partnership activity began in south-eastern Africa, extending to Lakes Turkana and Omo in Ethiopia and the Nile tributaries, the Nile itself, and may have reached past the deserts of Sudan…’ In his Dogs through History (1987), Maxwell Riddle writes: ‘Asia is a huge land mass, with high mountains separating fertile valleys. Such valleys were ideal for developing dog breeds. Their comparative isolation and highland stock grazing areas challenged the people within to produce dogs for specialized purposes.’


In The Lost History of the Canine Race (1996), Mary Thurston writes:


At its height, Rome was a veritable melting pot of both domesticated animals and people… At the same time, ‘exotic’ dogs continued to arrive from Northern Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. Out-crossed with one another as well as with the more primitive, Neolithic canines still residing in rural parts of Southern Europe, they gave rise to a plethora of new varieties…


These three quotes provide background to the timeless development of dogs with people, the movement of people with their dogs and the trading in dogs once their value was known.


The Farmers’ Needs


It was during the eighth and seventh millennia bc that man first began to domesticate sheep and goats in western Asia. Unlike nomadic animals such as gazelles, antelope and bison, humans, sheep, goats and dogs were all part of a social system based on a single dominant leader and tended to settle on what became known as a home range. They therefore became inter-dependent, with the herdsman as leader and the dog as his agent. Dogs also protected humans and their livestock against wild predators such as lynxes, lions, wolves, tigers, jackals, leopards, cheetahs, foxes, civets and, in some places, huge eagles. The protection of flock-guarding dogs was vital; such dogs had to be brave and determined, alert and resolute, vigilant and reactive – but above all, protective.


The Spread of Agriculture


In Farmers in Prehistoric Britain (2011), Francis Pryor gives the view that:


The spread of farming across Europe has been well documented by excavation and radiocarbon dating. At present it would appear that farming reached the north and west extremities of the continent by two distinct routes, or groups of routes: overland by way of the Danube and Rhine valleys to modern Germany, northern France and the Low Countries; or via the Mediterranean to the Alps, or up the Rhone into central and northern France or, finally, across southwestern France via the Carcasonne-Narbonne ‘gap’.


Pryor estimates that there may well have been as many as 5,000 sheep in just one fen basin, Flag Fen basin, in the Bronze Age in Britain. If such sheep farming here involved sheepdogs and the routes above were followed by farmers with dogs, it is easy to see how their pastoral dogs ended up in the nations of today covered by these routes and perhaps why, in time, such dogs ended up resembling each other.


Roles for Pastoral Dogs


Not surprisingly, the dogs that protected flocks of sheep from wild predators, human rustlers or other dogs were large and fierce. Those that controlled the flock or herd were smaller, more biddable, and, although less fierce, were still very resolute, such as the German Shepherd Dog – used as a ‘living fence’. The driving dogs combined stamina and robustness with an instinctive desire to keep the flock or herd together as a group. The herding or penning dogs were required to be highly responsive to the human voice or whistle and yet still be very strong-willed. British breeds have long excelled in this role. The heeling dogs were used to turn or drive cattle and had to be small, quick and extremely agile, as the Corgi breeds demonstrate to this day. The pinning or gripping dogs, once hunting dogs and utilized extensively by butchers, were needed to seize and hold one individual animal, for example a powerful sow, to facilitate handling, loading on to transport or even slaughter. Broad-mouthed breeds like the old type of Bulldog, the Cane Corso of Italy and the Rottweiler of Germany were used for this type of work, valued for their fierce determination and widely traded.
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Pyrenean Mountain Dog with charges – protection dog. PATRICIA LORE





Dog-traders have earned themselves a questionable reputation in modern times, but trading in dogs in past times allowed the widespread movement of dogs and a wider appreciation of their usefulness. Dogs accompanied wandering tribes, campaigning armies and migrating peoples, provided they had some use. The game-catchers, like the sighthound breeds, the game-finders, like the modern gundog breeds, and the flock-guarding breeds each had a distinct value to man. The need to control vermin led to the development of the terrier breeds. The need to control sheep gave us the herding breeds. Dogs that excelled in their specialist function have long been extensively traded. In due course, dogs that worked with livestock went with that livestock, even across national boundaries and on ships sailing to the colonies. That is how many pastoral breeds developed eventually as separate distinct breeds once modified by local conditions overseas. But wherever they went they had to function.
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Beauceron of 1899 – flock controller and driving dog.
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Working Sheepdog – herding dog.
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Kelpie – a penning dog.
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The author’s dogs heeling cattle.
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A pinning or gripping dog at work.





Needs of the Role


Whatever their role, their work, the climate and the terrain demanded excellent feet, tough frames, weatherproof coats, enormous stamina, really good eyesight and hearing and quite remarkable robustness. These dogs operated in harsh conditions, ranging from the hottest to the coldest, the stoniest, thorniest, windiest, most mountainous and most arid areas of Europe and western Asia. Farmers and shepherds had to have entirely functional dogs; physical exaggeration does not occur in any of the flock-guarding breeds, unlike the ornamental ones. Hunting ability was not desired although the physical power and bravery of such dogs did lead to their use in bear hunts in Russia and boar hunts in Central Europe, where they were used at the kill, not in the hunt itself. The demands of climate have led to both the flock guardians and the shepherd dogs featuring appropriate coats for their region. The Hungarian Komondor and the Italian Bergamasco display the thick corded or felted coats required to survive in their working environment. The Swiss Entlebucher and Appenzeller and the New Zealand Huntaway exhibit the smooth sleek coats best suited to their working conditions.
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The Bergamasco from Italy.
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The Komondor from Hungary.
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The Schapendoes from Holland.
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A Dorset drover, Nat Seal, who died in 1898, with his working sheepdog.






[image: image]


Belgian Shepherd Dog – the Laekenois variety.





If we then look at the shorter legs of the heeling breeds, like the Corgis, and the longer legs of the herding dogs, like the Belgian, Dutch and German Shepherd Dogs, we can see how not only climate but also terrain and function determined type. In some areas the harsh-haired or goat-haired breeds, like the Bearded Collie and the Schapendoes of Holland, were favoured, because of the local conditions and their instinctive skills. The breeds were shaped by the farmers’ needs. Wherever they worked or farmed, farmers needed dogs with the innate characteristics, the appropriate physique and the suitable length and texture of coat to protect, drive or herd their stock, hunt down vermin and guard their farmsteads and pastures. Their demanding requirements have left us with some of the most popular breeds of companion dog today, although, sadly, these are so often bred more with cosmetic than functional considerations in today’s society. In order to appreciate the extraordinary value of the pastoral dogs of the recent past, it is worth a study of the drovers and their dogs – transhumance in Britain.


The Drovers and Their Dogs


… for centuries, at least from the time of the Norman conquest to the establishment of the railways, the most important long-distance travellers were the drovers… they formed great cavalcades that blocked the way for other travellers for hours at a time… if farmers did not want their cattle to join the drove they had to make sure they were safely enclosed… Some parts of the drove-ways were also used to transport pigs, sheep, geese and turkeys, and these animals also had to travel great distances.


Those words from Shirley Toulson’s The Drovers (1980) provide an immediate concept of the significance of historic markets and the total reliance on dogs to get the livestock to market. It’s difficult to visualize nowadays 6,000 sheep being moved on foot in more or less one huge flock from east of the Pennines to the markets of Norfolk and Smithfield. It’s not easy to think of thousands of cattle, sheep and even geese being shepherded by a small number of dogs from remote rural pastures along established drove-roads to city markets – and the dogs either accompanying the mounted drover homewards or then being left to find their own way home. These were very remarkable dogs.
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The Drover by T.G. Audlay, c.1860, with the symbols of his trade.
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A Drover with an English working bobtailed sheepdog, c.1820.





In his Cynographia Britannica of 1800, Sydenham Edwards wrote, of the drover’s dog:


… he appears peculiar to England, being rarely found even in Scotland. He is useful to the farmer or grazier, for watching or driving their cattle, and to the drover and butcher for driving cattle and sheep to slaughter; he is sagacious, fond of employment, and active; if a drove is huddled together so as to retard their progress, he dashes amongst and separates them till they form a line and travel more commodiously; if a sheep is refractory and runs wild, he soon overtakes and seizes him by the foreleg or ear, pulls him to the ground. The bull or ox he forces into obedience by keen bites on the heels or tail, and most dexterously avoids their kicks. He knows his master’s grounds, and is a rigid sentinel on duty, never suffering them to break their bounds, or strangers to enter. He shakes the intruding hog by the ear, and obliges him to quit the territories. He bears blows and kicks with much philosophy…


Those picturesque words are a concise summary of the dogs’ purpose, as well as showing their prowess as heelers too.


In The Dog (1854), Youatt wrote, on the drover’s dog: ‘He bears considerable resemblance to the Sheepdog, and has usually the same prevailing black or brown colour. He possesses all the docility of the Sheepdog, with more courage, and sometimes ferocity.’ The drover’s dog would have needed ferocity to keep an endless stream of village curs from attacking the flock, great courage in facing every kind of obstacle and threat en route to the ‘fattening fields’ and the docility to obey every command from the accompanying drover while ignoring rustlers, thieves or the wrath of inconvenienced citizens finding their path blocked. Such dogs had to think for themselves – in the modern idiom, ‘think on their feet’. From that background come the gifted sheepdogs of today.


In his British Dogs (1888), Hugh Dalziel wrote:


In all parts of England and Scotland I have seen drovers, and narrowly scanned their dogs, and I have come to the conclusion that no distinct breed can be justly described as the Drover’s Dog, but that the latter, like the poacher’s dog, the Lurcher, may be compounded of many varieties, the drover utilising for his purpose the kind of dog that comes most readily to hand.


These few words on such important dogs indicate the wide gulf between the educated classes and the peasant-shepherd over dogs; the better-off, especially the landed gentry, sought style and followed fashion in their gundogs and hounds. The peasant-shepherds needed performance and were content with utility in their dogs. In books on dogs in the nineteenth century the pastoral dogs were rarely covered in any detail or indeed accuracy.


In his three-volume work, Dalziel also wrote:


The English Sheepdog, as I recognize him, and as he is seen with the shepherd on the South Downs, on the Salisbury Plains, and on the Welsh, Cumbrian, and Scotch hills and dales, is usually, but not invariably, bob-tailed – either born so, or made so by docking. I have in vain consulted past writers on dogs for any minute description of this animal’s size, build, general appearance, and, in show language, his ‘points’.


Against this background, with its lack of familiarity with its subject, it is never easy to research the pastoral breeds, either here or abroad.
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Working collies in Westmorland, c.1895.





Changed World


The advent of the pedigree dog show in the middle of the nineteenth century changed the world of the domestic dog forever. For the very first time, the working, pastoral and sporting breeds were to be judged on what they looked like rather than what they could do. A handsome but brainless, unmotivated dog could be rated as more valuable than a skilful, hard-working sheepdog serving its master in all winds and weather in harsh unforgiving terrain. A determination to ‘stamp out the drover’s dog’, as William Weager put it in The Kennel Gazette in 1889, eventually affected every pastoral breed:


OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOGS


The increased interest now taken in this, one of the most useful and picturesque of English dogs, was apparent at the Kennel Club show, where more purchases were effected and higher prices realized than in any other class. Farmers and others will do well to look about them and send dogs to shows, where they will find a ready market for good specimens. The quality of the dogs shown on this occasion has greatly improved on the corresponding exhibition of last year. The club’s determination to stamp out the drover’s dog has been most effectual, and here on this event was only one wrong specimen shown.


The ‘wrong specimen’, as Weager termed it, might well have been highly effective herding or driving dogs but were not as handsome as the ringside viewing expected. Judging dogs entirely on their appearance is not exactly a rational act but sadly so often a wallet-led human choice. The exhibiting of dogs too has led to some pastoral breeds being seen much more often in towns than was once the case. It is noteworthy that the pastoral breeds of Britain were very much the dogs of working people. Early photographs of rural communities illustrate this fact. If you read Victorian dog books, packed with chapters on hounds and gundogs, you quickly detect a lack of real knowledge from the monied, educated classes of these humbler but certainly more valuable canine workers.


A number of pastoral breed types never reached the show ring, perhaps lacking the glamour that the public seek in their canine pets. As mentioned in the Preface, most of the old Welsh breeds were lost to us, and the Smithfield Sheepdog is only kept going by the lurcher fraternity – and in Tasmania (see Chapter 2)! The small heeler types of England vanished too, although eventually the Ormskirk Heeler was reclaimed for us and named the Lancashire Heeler. Undoubtedly, the show ring saved some pastoral breeds, even if many were changed morphologically and not to their benefit. Depictions of the pastoral breeds of a century ago show very different creatures from their counterparts today.


Breed Titles


I do wish the kennel clubs of the world would get their act together over the nomenclature used for pastoral breed titles. The flock-guarding breeds, like the Anatolian Shepherd Dog, should not be called ‘shepherd dogs’; the herding breeds like the Belgian and Dutch Shepherd Dog breeds are best described by this title. But when is a sheepdog not a shepherd dog? Is there a difference in role here? The Pyrenean pastoral breeds make a point for me: the biggest, the Pyrenean Mountain Dog, is the flock guardian, with the size and role of the Hungarian Kuvasz; the next down in size, and on the Spanish side of the range, but more fiercely protective, is the Pyrenean Mastiff, a shepherd’s mastiff, with the size and role of the Tibetan Mastiff; then comes the Pyrenean Sheepdog, a much smaller, much more active herding breed, but appreciably smaller and with a different role from our Old English Sheepdog. Breed titles should reflect breed purpose. Their role gave them their phenotype, their temperament and their nature. These are breed points as, if not more, important than show-ring breed points, such as skull shape and ear and tail carriage. Breed type originated in function not appearance.


A further complication is the breed titles imposed on the pastoral breeds from outside. The Tibetans do not call their flock protector a ‘Tibetan Mastiff ’, the Polish do not call their Tatra Mountain Dog by that label, the Romanians do not call their Carpathian Sheepdog a Mountain Dog despite its mountain pastures, the St Bernard of today was the Alpine Mastiff of yesterday and the Sar Planinac works in the mountains of that name but is not called a mountain dog here, unlike the Pyrenean equivalent. I suspect that the noun ‘mastiff ’ has become shorthand for big, strapping dogs out of the long-held view, especially in North America, that mastiffs are today’s molossers. They are not; the Mollossi, of Epirus in Ancient Greece, had two sorts of big dog – one was a flock protector, the other a hound. The mastiffs of their time came from Hyrcania and were referred to as ‘Indian Dogs’; scholars have since misused the term mastiff to cover every large dog in ancient writings. The Swiss use the word ‘sennenhund’, or dog of the high pastures, for their livestock-protection dogs. The FCI should really differentiate between mountain dogs, steppe dogs and plains dogs; their anatomies are different, as is their coat texture. Breed identity can help in its long-term survival, as the Lancashire Heeler demonstrated.
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Pyrenean pastoral dogs: Mountain Dog (left), Labrit sheepdog (right). PATRICIA LORE, COURTESY OF BRYAN CUMMINS
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Pyrenean Mastiff.





Vulnerable Native Breeds


I believe that our breeds of domestic dog are in unprecedented danger, not from one single distinct threat and not next year or the one after, but from a multiplicity of menaces over the next two decades. Some breeds, like the Smooth Collie, the Sealyham Terrier, the Sussex and Field Spaniels, the Cardiganshire Welsh Corgi and the Lancashire Heeler could simply fade away because of lack of numbers. Already there is concern over their immediate future. Their registrations in 2012 reveal the cause of this concern: eighty-eight Smooth Collies, seventy-six Sealyhams, seventy-four Sussex Spaniels, ninety-four Cardigan Corgis and forty-seven Field Spaniels; each is now an endangered species. Breeds we have imported, like the Maremma Sheepdog, with only twenty-five registrations in 2012, could also disappear from our breed list. There are quite a number of imported pastoral breeds just not making ground here, after the initial enthusiasm for them faded.


Unlike some countries, Denmark, Portugal and Japan for example, we lack a society devoted to the perpetuation of our threatened native breeds of dog. We have already lost the English White Terrier, the Smithfield Sheepdog, the Glenwherry Collie, the Welsh Hillman and the Llanidloes Setter and only just saved the Irish Wolfhound, the Mastiff, the Field Spaniel and the Lancashire Heeler. Only in the late twentieth century did the best working collie breed in the world gain interest from the show fraternity, with the Border Collie going from 700 registrations in 1980 to over 2,000 twenty years later. Many less gifted foreign herding breeds were registered with our KC before this important national breed. But it is worth noting that in 1970 there were no registrations here of Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Belgian Shepherd Dogs, Bernese Mountain Dogs, Briards, Hungarian Pulis or Maremma Sheepdogs. Another half dozen pastoral breeds that are in favour now were not even recognized by our KC then. Human fickleness does not assist breed stability.


Perils of Over-Popularity


Paradoxically, another serious threat comes from the unwise over-breeding of certain over-popular breeds: German Shepherd Dogs (over 8,000 registered annually), Rough Collie (8,462 in 1979), Shetland Sheepdogs (5,872 in 1969) and Pembroke Welsh Corgis (4,165 in 1969). (The last three breeds had very different figures in 2012: 943, 1,085 and 333 respectively, indicating the sheer fickleness of the show dog world.) I don’t recall seeing as many badly bred specimens in these breeds as I did in the 1990s. Too many under-standard bitches are being bred from; too many faulty or weedy pups are being retained. Glamorous pastoral breeds like the Rough Collie, the Shetland Sheepdog and the Bearded Collie have become victims of the show ring – being prized for coat. The Shetland Sheepdog attracted over 5,000 registrations a year throughout the 1970s. The Bearded Collie went from three registrations in 1951 to nearly 2,000 in 1989. Fine working breeds like the German Shepherd Dog have suffered from over-popularity (over 21,500 in 1985), with the faddists altering the breed from its prototypal phenotype. The specimens I used to admire when working in Germany in the 1960s lost their level toplines and effortless movement based on powerful hindquarters. The ‘banana-backs’ became favoured and crippled dogs actually became desirable as misguided ‘gaiting’ or racing around the show ring with all the power in the front legs (that is, being pulled along instead of being pushed by the hindquarters, as nature intended), developed into the only acceptable form of movement – just for this breed! They deserved better. The best GSD I have seen in recent years was a variation developed as the East European Shepherd, Russia’s most popular breed. The brace I saw at the World Dog Show in Budapest was truly impressive.
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German Shepherd Dog of 1922.
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German Shepherd Dog of today.





Employment as Service Dogs


Evidence of the remarkable merit of the pastoral breeds is shown daily in the way in which they are used as service dogs – all over the world, by the military, by police forces and as support dogs for the disabled or handicapped humans. Over the years, breeds used as service dogs have lost their role through being bred away from their function and into the world of the fancier. The Border Collie is widely used across many needs, based on its quickness to absorb training and willingness to work – two basic requirements in a dog of the shepherds. I do not know, however, of a Rough or Smooth Collie or of an Old English Sheepdog being used as a service dog. Is this a reflection of their lost capabilities, sheer human fickleness or, in two cases, the demands of their coat care? This is discussed later in the book. Throughout this book, I argue for the pastoral breeds to be bred true to type and fit for function; these may now be clichés but both expressions really do matter for the breeds concerned. They will, in my view, either survive because they retain traditional physical form and character or be lost to us through simply having no independent breed individuality and, more importantly, no purpose – and that, when their remarkable past is taken into account, would be our loss too.
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The type of farm collie that graduated to the show bench, c.1890.
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Working Bobtail, c.1850. Livestock by the River Thames by E. Bristow.
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Anatolian Shepherd Dog.





Turkmen Watch-dog. This is a large, rugged, and fierce race, equalling the wolf in stature, shaped like the Irish Greyhound, and with equally powerful jaws; the ears are erect, the tail rather hairy, their colour a deep yellowish-red, and so like a Natolian wolf, that a friend being present, in Asia Minor, at a wolf-hunt, allowed one to pass out of a brake, because he mistook him for one of the Turkmen dogs, and his Greek guide called out Lyke! when it was too late to fire. There are among them a few white and black, evidently crossed-dogs from another origin. This race extends wherever the Turkmen, or Toorkee people reside, from central high Asia to the Bosphorus, and is everywhere employed to guard their tents and cattle. We believe it is also in similar use among the Kurds; and, it appeared that in the mountains north of the Mekran, and west of the Indus, dogs of this description were likewise the guardians of the peasantry.


Charles Hamilton Smith, The Naturalist’s Library, Vol. X (1840)


…such are the dogs used in Persia to guard the flocks of sheep, such the shepherd’s dog of Natolia; but we must not suppose that they perform the duties of our shepherd’s dog, which render it so interesting – on the contrary, they are to be regarded simply as watch-dogs, defending the flocks from wild beasts and strangers, and consequently are more remarkable for other qualities than sagacity and intelligence. In the East, be it remembered, the sheep are not driven – they follow the shepherd – at least in Western Asia, Greece, etc.; but in our country the shepherd’s dog acts as drover and gatherer of the sheep together, and takes no little labour from the shepherd, to whom his dog is of the utmost importance.


W.C.L. Martin, The History of the Dog (1845)




CHAPTER 1


THE PASTORAL PROTECTORS


The Flock Guardians


From Portugal in the west, right across to the Lebanon and then on to the Caucasus mountains in the east, from southern Greece, north through Hungary to most parts of Russia, there are powerful pastoral dogs to be found, developed over thousands of years to protect man’s domesticated animals from the attacks of wild animals. Some are called shepherd dogs, others mountain dogs and a few dubbed ‘mastiffs’, despite the conformation of their skulls. Their coat colours vary from pure white to wolf-grey and from a rich red to black and tan. Some are no longer used as herd-protectors and their numbers in northwest Europe dramatically decreased when the use of draught dogs lapsed. A number of common characteristics link these widely separated breeds: a thick weatherproof coat, a powerful build, an independence of mind, a certain majesty and a strong instinct to protect. As a group, they would be most accurately described as the flock guardians. In North America they are usually referred to as Livestock Protection Dogs or LPDs.
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The Greek Sheepdog (Ellinikos Poimenikos).
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Cane Garouf – Italian Flock Guardian.





In southwest Europe these dogs became known in time as breeds such as the Estrela Mountain Dog, the Cao de Castro Laboreiro and the Rafeiro do Alentejo of Portugal and the Spanish or Extremadura ‘Mastiff ’. To the northeast of the Iberian peninsula, such dogs became known as the Pyrenean Mountain Dog or Patou, on the French side, and, separately, on the Spanish side, as the Pyrenean ‘Mastiff ’. In the Swiss Alps they divided, as different regions favoured different coat colours and textures into the ‘sennenhund’ or mountain pasture breeds we know today as the Bernese, Appenzell, Entlebuch and Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs and the Alpine Mastiff, which is behind the St Bernard, a breed once much more like the flock-guardian phenotype. In Italy, local shepherds favoured the pale colours now found in the Maremma Sheepdog and the very heavy coat of the Bergamasco. In the northwest of Italy, the Patua or Cane Garouf, the Italian Alpine Mastiff, may soon be lost to us. In Corsica, their flock protector, the Cursinu, is also under threat as numbers fall. In the Balkans, similarly differing preferences led to the emergence of the all- or mainly white Greek sheepdog and the wolf-grey flock guardians of the former Yugoslavia, the Karst of Slovenia, the Sar Planinac of Macedonia and the parti-coloured Tornjak or Croatian Guard Dog.



[image: image]


The Tornjak.





Emergence of Breeds


Further east, other breed types were stabilized into the Barachesto and the Karakatchan of Bulgaria, the Kuvasz and Komondor of Hungary, the Romanian Bucovina, Carpathian Shepherd and Mioritic Shepherd Dogs, the Tatra Mountain Dog or Goral of Poland, the Slovakian Kuvasz or Liptok, the Mendelan (widely used in bear-hunting) of north Russia and the Owtcharkas of south Russia and in the Caucasus – with varieties in Dagestan, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. In Kyrgyzstan there was the Kyrgysian Shepherd Dog; in Tajikistan the Dahmarda or Tajikistan Mastiff; in Mongolia the Mongolian Livestock Guarding Dog; in Turkmenistan the Turkmenian Shepherd and in Uzbekistan the Torkuz and the Sarkangik. In the Himalayan regions appeared the so-called Tibetan ‘Mastiff ’ or Do-Kyi (Gate or Guard Dog), the Bhotia or Himalayan Mastiff, the Bisben, the Bangara ‘Mastiff ’, the Sage Koochi or Aryan Flock Guardian of Afghanistan and the closely related Powendah dog of northwest Pakistan. In Iran there is the Sage Mazandarani.
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The Bucovina Shepherd Dogs from Romania.
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