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The Players







Daethon – A Servant


Prince Arundel


The Dark Lord Ambrogio – Lord of the Vampires and Great Grandson of Vlad Tepes


Gullveig the Harpy – A Witch


Princess Lorelle


Prince Udolf de Marenne


The Lady Nerida


King Haelan


Macon the Blacksmith


The Nobles x 8


The Ladies-in-Waiting x 8


The Vampires x 6


The Spirits x 6


The Servants x 5




















OVERTURE





The Overture plays as the lights go down and then in the pitch blackness, projected against the curtain, comes the title and images of all the lead characters one by one, short momentary clips of each of them looking proudly into the distance up to Bar 18. The lights then go dark and a deep red fills the stage, the red of blood. At Bar 65 the red fades away to nothing before the curtain is then backlit in bright white light. A ballet in silhouette now proceeds, telling through silhouette only a precis of the tale to come. The ballet in silhouette is to be filled with form and beauty to convey the music and prepare the audience for what is to come. As the ballet in silhouette ends in Bar 85 the backlighting goes down and for the remainder of the Overture the curtain is lit from the front with dark red and the flashes and sounds of a dark storm brewing.




 





The stage is then set and the ballet can begin…
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ACT I
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ACT I


Scene I – A Week Before the Feast





Daethon toils with his fellow servants who are preparing for the return of King Haelan and his family. His daily life is filled with the drudgery of servitude, but he is a dreamer, and as he works he is constantly distracted into dreams. As the dark overture finishes and the scene opens Daethon is polishing boots in the corner whilst the other servants clean and dance with their brooms. The musical rhythm conveys the constant ticking of the clock as the time wears on, but as Daethon’s mind wanders into dreams the surroundings fade away and he dances in his imagination in the spotlight of his mind; he dances to show just how much he desires the Prince and does all this by expressing his feelings for the boot he is holding, until suddenly his dream is broken when the Head of the Household comes in. The Head of the Household roughly disciplines Daethon for his clumsiness, and as the scene ends Daethon once more resumes his musings and with boot in hand as a representation of his love he is standing on stage, only to get a clip round the ear from the Head of the Household with the final note of the piece before he shuffles off stage with the Head of the Household shaking his head behind him.


Choreography, Costume and Set Notes




[image: ] The setting is 18th Century, with all the flourish and gaiety of the Austrian Court; the kingdom is an obscure alpine province and King Haelan rules over lands lying between the kingdoms of the Austrian princes and the Hungarian lords.


[image: ] As noted the scene starts in one of the bedrooms of the palace; a large wooden four-poster bed lies up centre stage with other pieces of furniture stage right and stage left, leaving a central space to dance.


[image: ] The Head of the Household is to be dressed austerely in black; Daethon’s clothes as a servant can be white and sackcloth and simple; only later will his true colours emerge and for now they are submerged beneath his life as a servant.


[image: ] The tubular bells in the piece are the ticking clock and guide the dance of the other servants; Daethon is seated stage left on a wooden chair polishing the boots; as Bar 17 starts he rises and holding one boot in hand moves to centre stage; the other servants steadily dance to the slower refrain, followed by then making their way to stage left and stage right to start polishing, weaving or doing other seated tasks as the staccato horn refrain brings the introduction to a close. The lights change as the second section begins in Bar 25; a soft circular light from above fills centre stage where Daethon dances a solo to the waltz with his boot, whilst around the stage the lights are dimmed down almost to nothing so that the other servants are hardly visible. It is as if in his dreamings Daethon is alone, even though he is in a crowded room.


[image: ] As typical for interior design of the period, choose a dominant colour and have it everywhere; the set needs to exude wealth since we are in the palace of the king.


[image: ] A comic air can be brought out with the rough treatment by the Head of the Household and a clip round the ear with the final note of Bar 138 is intended to produce a slight laugh from the audience as it takes Daethon by surprise and he expresses his hurt feelings in his face as he shuffles off stage.


[image: ] The Head of the Household shakes his head to the audience as the scene closes and lights go down as he is last to leave the stage.
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