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The Investigation was first presented as a play simultaneously in thirteen theatres in both East and West Germany on October 19th 1965 and had a public midnight reading by the Royal Shakespeare Company under the direction of Peter Brook that same night at the Aldwych Theatre, London.





CHARACTERS



JUDGE


COUNSEL FOR THE PROSECUTION


representing the Public Prosecutor


and the Co-Plaintiff*


COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENCE


DEFENDANTS 1 - 18


representing actual people


WITNESSES 1 - 9


representing successively quite


diverse and anonymous witnesses


* One of the most interesting aspects of the Auchwitz trials in Frankfurt was the presence of a legal emissary from East Germany, whom the author here refers to as the co-plaintiff.


Translator.





REMARKS



In presenting this play no attempt should be made to reconstruct the courtroom before which the deliberations over the camp actually took place. Such a representation seems just as impossible to the author as a representation of the camp on stage would be.


Hundreds of witnesses appeared before the Court of Justice. The confrontation of witnesses and defendants, like the speeches for and against, was loaded to the breaking point with emotional power.


From all this only the central core of the evidence can remain on stage.


This can contain nothing but the facts as they came to be expressed in words during the course of the trial. The personal experiences and confrontations must be softened into anonymity. Which means that the witnesses in the play lose their names and become little more than megaphones. The nine witnesses report only what hundreds expressed. The different experiences can be at most indicated by alterations in voice and posture.


Witnesses 1 and 2 are witnesses who sided with the camp authorities.


Witnesses 4 and 5 are female witnesses, the others being male, from among the ranks of the surviving prisoners.


Each of the 18 Defendants represents a definite person. They bear names that are taken over from the actual trial. That they have their own names is significant, for they also bore their names during the time that is the subject of this hearing, while the prisoners had lost their names.


But in the play it is not the bearers of the names who should once again be accused. They lend the author only their names, which here stand as symbols for a system which conferred guilt on those many others who never appeared before this court. For the purpose of stage production an interval can be inserted after the Sixth Canto.





Canto One: THE LOADING RAMP



I






	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


You were the head of the railway station


where the shipments arrived


How far was the station from the camp









	

WITNESS 1:




	

A mile from the old barracks


and about 3 miles from the main camp









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you work in the camps









	

WITNESS 1:




	

No


I was only supposed to make sure


the train lines were in order


and that trains came in and out


according to time-table









	

JUDGE:




	

What condition were the lines in









	

WITNESS 1:




	

They were in extremely good condition


very well laid-out tracks









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you have anything to do


with arranging the time-tables









	

WITNESS 1:




	

No


I was only supposed to take care


of the technical details


connected with the shuttle service


between the station and the camp









	

JUDGE:




	

The court is in possession


of time-table forms signed by you









	

WITNESS 1:




	

Maybe once it happened I had


to sign them on someone else’s behalf









	

JUDGE:




	

Were you aware of the purpose


of these shipments









	

WITNESS 1:




	

That was outside of my field









	

JUDGE:




	

You knew the trains were loaded with people









	

WITNESS 1:




	

We were told only


that it had to do with resettling


people who were under the protection


of the State









	

JUDGE:




	

And the empty trains


coming back so regularly


you didn’t think about that









	

WITNESS 1:




	

They sent the people off to resettle there









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Herr Witness


you have today a leading position


in the direction of the government railways


We can assume therefore


that you are familiar with questions


of fitting out and loading trains


How were the trains arriving at your station


fitted out and loaded









	

WITNESS 1:




	

These were freight trains


That means the bills of lading


were for about 60 people per car in transit









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Were these freight cars


or cattle cars









	

WITNESS 1:




	

There were also cars


used for shipping cattle









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Were there sanitary arrangements


in these cars









	

WITNESS 1:




	

I couldn’t tell you









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

How often did these trains arrive









	

WITNESS 1:




	

I really can’t say









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Did they come frequently









	

WITNESS 1:




	

Yes of course


It was an important terminus









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Didn’t you notice


that the shipments came


from almost every country in Europe









	

WITNESS 1:




	

We were so busy


we couldn’t bother


with that sort of thing









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Didn’t you ask yourself


what was going to happen


to all those evacuees









	

WITNESS 1:




	

They were supposed to be sent


on work assignments









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

But there weren’t just workers


there were whole families


with old people and children









	

WITNESS 1:




	

I didn’t have any time


to check what was in the train









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Where were you living









	

WITNESS 1:




	

In the village









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Who else was living there









	

WITNESS 1:




	

The village was cleared


of its original inhabitants


Officers of the camp lived there


and personnel from the factories









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

What kind of factories









	

WITNESS 1:




	

There were branches


of IG Farben Company


and Krupp and Siemens









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Did you see any prisoners


working there









	

WITNESS 1:




	

I saw them coming and going to work









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

What was their condition









	

WITNESS 1:




	

They marched in step and they sang









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

You learned nothing


about conditions in the camp









	

WITNESS 1:




	

You heard a lot of nonsense


but you never knew what to make of it









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

You heard nothing


about people being exterminated









	

WITNESS 1:




	

How could anyone believe something like that









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


You were responsible


for the goods trains









	

WITNESS: 2




	

I was only supposed


to hand over the trains


to the people in the shunting yard









	

JUDGE:




	

And what were their duties









	

WITNESS: 2




	

They put on the switching engine


and took the train to the camp









	

JUDGE:




	

According to your estimate


how many people


were in a goods wagon









	

WITNESS: 2




	

I can’t tell you that


It was strictly forbidden


to examine the trains









	

JUDGE:




	

Who stopped you









	

WITNESS: 2




	

The guards









	

JUDGE:




	

Was there a bill of lading


for each shipment









	

WITNESS: 2




	

There were rarely any documents


Only chalk figures written


on the cars









	

JUDGE:




	

What sort of figures









	

WITNESS: 2




	

60 or 80 sometimes


depending









	

JUDGE:




	

When did the trains arrive









	

WITNESS: 2




	

Usually at night









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

What impression did you have of these carloads









	

WITNESS: 2




	

I don’t understand the question









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Herr Witness


you are an Inspector for the railway


and know something about travel conditions


Did nothing you saw through the hatches


or heard from the goods wagons


tell you that something was amiss









	

WITNESS: 2




	

Once I saw a woman


who held a little child near the air hatch


and cried out incessantly for water


I went for a can of water


and wanted to give it to her


As I held it up to her


a guard came along


and said


If I didn’t go away at once


I would be shot









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


How many trains do you estimate


came to the station









	

WITNESS: 2




	

On an average I’d say one a day


When things got rushed


there might be two or three









	

JUDGE:




	

How long were the trains









	

WITNESS: 2




	

They could be 60 cars









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


were you ever in the camp









	

WITNESS: 2




	

I went along once with the switching engine


because there was something to discuss


about a bill of lading


Right behind the entrance tower


I left the train and went into the office


I almost didn’t make it out again


because I had no permit









	

JUDGE:




	

What did you see of the camp









	

WITNESS: 2




	

Nothing


I was happy to get out again









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you see the chimneys


at the end of the ramp


and smoke and the glare of fire









	

WITNESS: 2




	

Yes


I saw smoke









	

JUDGE:




	

What did you make of it









	

WITNESS: 2




	

I thought


those were the bakeries


They told me


bread was baked by night and day


It was a very big camp










CANTO ONE: THE LOADING RAMP


II






	

WITNESS: 3




	

We travelled for five days


On the second day


we went through our provisions


There were 89 people in the car


along with suitcases and bundles


We performed our necessities


in the straw


Many of us were ill


8 were dead


At the stations we could watch


through the airholes


how the guards were being given









	

 




	

food and coffee


by girls in uniform


Our children had stopped crying


The last night we turned off


the main track onto a siding


We travelled through a flat area


that was lit up by searchlights


We came closer to a long building


shaped like a barn


There was a vaulted gate beneath a tower


Before we went through the gate


the engine gave a whistle


The train stopped


The car doors were pulled open


Prisoners in striped clothing appeared


and shouted


Come on hurry hurry


It was six feet down


to the gravel on the ground


The old and disabled fell together









	

 




	

on the sharp stones


The corpses and the baggage


were thrown out


Then we heard a command


Leave everything there


Women and children over here


Men on the other side


I lost my family before my eyes


Everywhere people were calling


to their families


They were driven along with sticks


Watchdogs were barking


From the towers searchlights


and machine guns were trained on us


At the end of the ramp the sky


was coloured red


The air was full of smoke


The air was singed and sickly sweet


We came to know this smoke









	

FEMALE WITNESS: 4




	

I could still hear my husband


calling after me


They lined us up


and we were not allowed


to change places


There were a hundred of us


women and children


We stood in rows five abreast


Then we had to pass a group


of officers


One of them held out his hand


and pointed left and right


The old women and children


went off to the left


I went to the right


The others had to cross


the tracks to a road


For an instant I saw my mother


with the children


I was glad


and felt we would soon find


each other again


A woman next to me said


they would go to a camp of mercy


She pointed to the lorries


that were standing on the road


and to a Red Cross vehicle


We saw


them loaded onto the lorry


and were happy they could ride


We had to go on foot


along the marshy roads









	

FEMALE WITNESS: 5




	

I held my sister-in-law’s child by the hand


She had her smallest in her arms


One of the prisoners came up to me


and asked if the child was mine


When I answered No


he said give it to its mother


I did so thinking


she might receive better treatment


They all went to the left


I went to the right


The officer who split us up


was very friendly


I asked where the other group was going


and he replied


They’re just going to take a bath


You’ll see them again in an hour









	

JUDGE:




	

Can you tell the court


who this officer was









	

FEMALE WITNESS: 5




	

I learned later


that his name was Dr. Capesius









	

JUDGE:




	

Could you point out


Dr. Capesius


among the Defendants









	

FEMALE WITNESS: 5




	

It’s difficult to tell


from looking at their faces


whether I recognise them


But this gentleman


looks very familiar









	

JUDGE:




	

Who is he









	

FEMALE WITNESS: 5




	

Doctor Capesius









	

DEFENDANT: 3




	

The witness must have me


confused with someone else


I never separated people


on the ramp









	

WITNESS: 6




	

I knew Dr. Capesius


from my home town


I was a physician there


and he often used


to visit me before the war


as representative of the Bayer Company


I said hello to him


and asked what would happen to us


He said


everything would be alright


I told him


my wife wasn’t feeling well


Then she must stand over there


he said


She will be given care


He pointed to the group


of the old and infirm


I said to my wife


Go over there and stand in line


She went with her niece


and some other relatives


to stand with the infirm


They rode off in the van









	

JUDGE:




	

Are you sure


It was Dr. Capesius









	

WITNESS: 6




	

Yes


I was very happy


to see him again









	

JUDGE:




	

Defendant Capesius


Do you know this witness









	

DEPENDANT: 3




	

No









	

JUDGE:




	

Were you on the ramp


when the shipments arrived









	

DEFENDANT: 3




	

I was only there


to take medicine from the prisoners’ baggage


I kept it for them


in the dispensary









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


which of the other Defendants


did you see on the ramp









	

WITNESS: 6




	

That one


I know him


His name is Hofmann









	

JUDGE:




	

Defendant Hofmann


What were your duties on the ramp









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

I had to keep law and order









	

JUDGE:




	

Precisely how did you do that









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

We made the people wait in line


Then the doctors decided


who was fit to work


and who could not


Sometimes we needed more


sometimes we needed less


We got them


There was a fixed quota


It depended on our need


for manpower









	

JUDGE:




	

What happened to those


who weren’t needed for work









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

They were gassed









	

JUDGE:




	

What was the quota


of those fit for work









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

It averaged


about a third of each shipment


If the camp got overcrowded


They were all despatched









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you yourself take charge


of allocating people









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

The only thing I can say


is that I sometimes put


the ones who couldn’t work


in with the others


if they pressed and pestered me about it









	

JUDGE:




	

Were you allowed to do that









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

No


it was forbidden


but people looked the other way









	

JUDGE:




	

Were extra rations given


to workers on the ramp









	

DEFENDANTS:




	

Yes


there was bread


a portion of sausage


and half a pint of schnapps









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you ever have to use force









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

There was always a great deal of confusion


and naturally it was sometimes necessary


to raise your voice


or slap someone here and there


I was only doing my duty


Whatever my job is


I only do my duty









	

JUDGE:




	

How did you come to the camp









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

By accident


That’s how it happened


My brother had a uniform left over


that I could use myself


That way I had no expenses


It was more economical


My father ran an inn


and a lot of Party Members passed through


When I was assigned to the camp


I had no idea


what I was getting into


When I arrived I asked


Am I in the right place


And somebody said


Here everybody’s in the right place









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Defendant Hofmann


did you know what would happen


to the people you separated









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

Herr Prosecutor


I personally had nothing


against these people


Why we even had them at home


where I came from


Before they were taken away


I always said to my family


Keep buying at the grocer’s


I mean they’re people too









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Did you still feel that way


when you worked on the ramp









	

DEFENDANT: 8




	

Well


apart from the minor abuses


you’re sure to get


in that kind of life


when people are confined together


and apart from the gassings


which naturally were terrible


everyone still had the chance


to survive


I personally


always behaved decently


What was I supposed to do


Orders had to be obeyed


And now I have


this trial on my neck


Herr Prosecutor


I’ve lived a quiet life


just like everybody else


and then suddenly they grab me


and start yelling about Hofmann


There he is it’s Hofmann


they shout


I just don’t know


what they want from me









	

WITNESS: 7




	

While we were waiting


One of the guards came and asked us


Is anybody ill


Some stepped forward


believing their duties would be lighter


and followed him to the left


As he led them away


there was a disturbance


and he shot into the crowd


5 or 6 were killed









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


is the person you just mentioned


now in the courtroom









	

WITNESS: 7




	

Your Honour


It’s a long time


since I’ve been face to face with them


and I still find them


hard to look at


This one looks like him


it could be him


His name is Bischof









	

JUDGE:




	

Are you sure


or are you in doubt









	

WITNESS: 7




	

Your Honour


I didn’t sleep last night









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

We question the reliability


of the witness


It’s obvious


that he merely recognises the man


from one of the widely circulated photographs


The witness is tired


How can we believe


what he says









	

JUDGE:




	

Defendant Bischof


would you like to comment


on the accusation









	

DEFENDANT: 15




	

It’s a mystery to me


what the witness is talking about


I also don’t understand


why the witness said


5 or 6


If he had said 5


or if he had said 6


that would be understandable









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you have ramp duty









	

DEFENDANT: 15




	

I was only supposed to regulate the batches


I never shot anyone


Your Honour


I really want to make


a clean breast of it


For years it’s been gnawing at me


I am a sick man now


And now here’s all this filthy mess


ruining the last days


of my life









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

What does the Defendant


mean by that









	

JUDGE:




	

The Defendant is excited


He is certainly not referring


to the proceedings


instituted by the prosecutor


The Defendants laugh









	

WITNESS: 8




	

When I was a prisoner


I worked with the Quartermasters


We had to take away their luggage


when they arrived


Defendant Baretzki


worked on the ramp


He took part in the selections


and escorted the people


to the crematorium









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


do you recognise the Defendant









	

WITNESS: 8




	

He is Block Captain Baretzki









	

DEFENDANT: 13




	

I was only a guard


No one of my rank


ever did the separating


A Block Captain never decided


who was unfit for work


Only a doctor could do that









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you know the purpose of the selection









	

DEFENDANT: 13




	

We found out about it


I was disgusted


Once on leave


I told my mother


She didn’t want to believe it


That isn’t possible


she said


You can’t burn human beings


because flesh won’t burn









	

WITNESS: 8




	

I saw


how Baretzki pointed at people


with his stick


You could never go fast enough for him


He always made them hurry


Once a train came in with 3,000 people


Most of them were ill


Baretzki shouted to us


You have 15 minutes time


to clear them out of the freight cars


While we were unloading


a child was born


I wrapped it in some pieces of clothing


and laid it by its mother


Baretzki came after me with the stick


and beat me and the woman as well


What are you doing with that shit


he shouted


and he kicked the baby


and sent it flying 30 feet


Then he ordered me


Bring that shit over here


And the child was dead









	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


Can you swear to this









	

WITNESS: 8




	

Yes I can swear to it


Baretzki had a special blow


He was known for it









	

JUDGE:




	

What do you mean a special blow









	

WITNESS: 8




	

He hit people with the edge of his hand


Like this


Against the aorta


In most cases


this blow


caused death









	

DEFENDANT: 13




	

The witness just said


I had a stick


If I had a stick


then I wouldn’t have needed


to hit people with my hand


And if I used my hand


then I wouldn’t have needed a stick


Your Honour


this is slander


I never had any special blow


   The Defendants laugh










CANTO ONE: THE LOADING RAMP


III






	

JUDGE:




	

Herr Witness


who else did you see on the ramp









	

WITNESS: 8




	

All the doctors were there


They were in charge


of the separating


Dr. Frank was there


Dr. Schatz and Dr. Lucas









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

Herr Witness


where were you


during the separating









	

WITNESS: 8




	

I was on various parts of the ramp


I was busy collecting baggage









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

Can you describe


the ramp for us









	

WITNESS: 8




	

The ramp was behind the entrance gate


the men’s camp was to the right


the women’s camp to the left


At the end of the ramp


were the new crematoria


numbers II and III


The trains came in from the switch


on the right hand side









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

How long was the ramp









	

WITNESS: 8




	

About 900 yards









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

And the trains









	

WITNESS: 8




	

They often took up


two-thirds of the length









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

Where were the people separated









	

WITNESS: 8




	

In the middle of the ramp









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

Where did they stand









	

WITNESS: 8




	

Either on the upper section


or else on the lower









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

How wide was the ramp









	

WITNESS: 8




	

About 30 feet









	

DEFENCE COUNSEL:




	

And the people stood there


in two groups facing each other


in rows of five abreast


If this is so


we doubt that it was possible


to stand near the selecting officers


with people working on the baggage all around









	

JUDGE:




	

Defendant Frank


Did you take part in the separating









	

DEFENDANT: 4




	

I worked on the ramp


but only as a substitute


My job was to take dental equipment


from incoming dentists


for the camp clinic


Then I had to register the dentists


and nurses and issue clothing to them


If anyone happened to come in


and pretended he was a dentist


I didn’t let him be sent on


We also needed


cleaners









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you never apply


to be relieved of ramp duty









	

DEFENDANT: 4




	

I once lodged a complaint


with the chief physician Dr. Wirth


The only answer I got was


Camp Service is Front Service


Refusal to serve


will be punished as desertion









	

JUDGE:




	

Did you escort the people


to the gas chambers









	

DEFENDANT: 4




	

No


that was


undertaken by the guards


I personally did everything


I could to be of assistance


to the prisoners


In my position


I tried to make their stay


as pleasant as possible


They had special clean clothing


and they didn’t have


their heads shaved









	

JUDGE:




	

Please tell the court Dr. Schatz


Did you take part in the separating









	

DEFENDANT: 5




	

I never had anything to do with it


When they ordered me to take


medicine and doctors’ equipment


from the prisoners


I did everything I could


to get out of it


I only came to the camp


under compulsion


I was detached


from an army dental station


I want to make it very clear


that I was on extremely friendly terms


with the prisoners









	

JUDGE:




	

Dr. Lucas


What were your duties on the ramp









	

DEFENDANT: 6




	

I played no part in it whatsoever


I told them again and again


I am a doctor in order to save human life


not to destroy it


My Catholic faith would not allow it


When they tried to force me


I said I simply couldn’t do it


I pretended to be ill


and tried to get back to the troops


I went to my old Commander


who told me


I should do everything I could


to avoid attracting attention


On leave I even spoke


with an archbishop


and an important judge


Both said to me


immoral orders should not be carried out


but that I shouldn’t go so far


as to put my own life in danger


after all it was wartime


and lots of things happened









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Dr. Lucas


What kind of illness


did you simulate


when you were ordered to serve









	

DEFENDANT: 6




	

I pretended I had gallstones


or some kind of stomach trouble









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

Did no one wonder


why you got your gallstones


whenever you came near the ramp









	

DEFENDANT: 6




	

There was never any trouble


My passive resistance


was the only possible way


to have as little to do with these things


as I could


Even today I don’t see


how I could have done


otherwise









	

PROSECUTOR:




	

And when you had to serve


what did you do then
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