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Jamie Doeren is a chainsaw carver from Wisconsin. While bears are not his all-time favorite subject to carve with a chainsaw, he grudgingly admits that chainsawed bears are extremely popular among the folks who visit his Wisconsin shop. He is currently working on decorating the interior of a woodland cabin in Wisconsin, which involves carving mantels, staircases and more — all with a chainsaw. You can visit Jamie online at www.chainsawsculpture.com.





Introduction



The style and the techniques in this book have been developed through my years of failure and success. Knowing that you must be willing to fail before you can succeed can mean all the difference between ultimate success and repeated failure. Keeping this in mind, remember to refer back to this book when frustration sets in. The only way to get better is to keep at it. Don’t worry about fixing your mistakes. Simply finish the carving; then carve another one, correcting the error on this next carving.


For the three carvings in this book, the logical and most practical beginning is to grab a log and rough it out with a chainsaw. The excitement grows as the shape continues to emerge from the log. This sort of carving offers many rewards in terms of physical exercise. As an added plus, chainsaw carving is done out-of-doors, close to nature and in the fresh air.
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A work in progress, this bear will be holding a sign with important information for visitors to the owner’s property.








Through reading and using this book, you will learn techniques to achieve the general recognizable shape of a bear. The objective does not need to be to reproduce every conceivable and minute detail. I do, however, include techniques and instruction within the demonstrations devoted to carving special features such as the eyes, the nose, the claws, the tail and so on. Depending on the style and character of your bear, these features do not need to be used on every bear you carve.
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Two bears helping to support this hand-carved bench add interest.
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The author carved a standing bear with a freshly caught fish in hand as part of a chainsaw demonstration at a local fair.





The methods are simple and straight forward. Slight changes in size, pose, behavior, color or overall general character will match the detail correctly to the bear being carved. For example the technique for carving the ear on a black bear might also be applied to a the detail on a grizzly bear’s ear.


Each carving project is accompanied by multi-view photos and drawings. Some have important techniques shown with clear, closeup photography to make it easier for the carver to duplicate that particular carving.


Once your first carving is completed, the creative juices will be flowing and other carvings will come in quick succession. Three different patterns are presented in this book, and you can modify them to your needs as you become more comfortable with your chainsaw and more proficient at the art.


As you follow the carvings from the basics of the cub in a stump to the more advanced techniques of chainsaw carving a fierce bear, all you need to succeed is the willingness to try.





Chapter One:


Tools & Safety


When operating a chainsaw, there are a few rules to observe before you should start your saw and begin a chainsaw project.


First, read the safety manual that comes with your saw. All new saws are sold with a safety and operating instruction manual. These manuals will go over all safety issues and the proper operation of your saw.
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A safety net is a necessity anytime you will be carving in front of the public—whether it be in a backyard with a family member looking on or at a local fair for many passersby.








Second, always choose the right saw for the job and for you. Choosing the right saw is sometimes the most important part of a chainsaw carving project. If you are cutting down a 48" diameter tree, a 16" bar isn’t going to go far. But for the purpose of the patterns in this book, you will need relatively small saws.


To choose a saw always look at the size of engine, not the size of bar. The most common mistake I see is people going to a dealer and asking for a 16" saw. That 16" refers to the bar size, not the saw size. The bar just holds the chain; the engine has to turn the chain around the bar. Engine sizes are noted in horse power or cubic centimeters.
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