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Lewinsky Scandal






The Lewinsky scandal was an American political sex scandal that involved 49-year-old President Bill Clinton and a 22-year-old White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. The sexual relationship took place between 1995 and 1996 and came to light in 1998. Clinton ended a televised speech with the statement that he did not have sexual relations with Lewinsky. Further investigation led to charges of perjury and led to the impeachment of President Clinton in 1998 by the U.S. House of Representatives and his subsequent acquittal on all impeachment charges of perjury and obstruction of justice in a 21-day Senate trial.[1] Clinton was held in civil contempt of court by Judge Susan Webber Wright for giving misleading testimony in the Paula Jones case regarding Lewinsky[2] and was also fined $90,000 by Wright.[3] His license to practice law was suspended in Arkansas for five years; shortly thereafter, he was disbarred from presenting cases in front of the United States Supreme Court.[4]

During Clinton's first term in 1995, Lewinsky—a graduate of Lewis & Clark College—was hired to work as an intern at the White House and was later an employee of the White House Office of Legislative Affairs. While Lewinsky worked at the White House, Clinton began a personal relationship with her, the details of which she later confided to Linda Tripp, her Defense Department co-worker who secretly recorded their telephone conversations.[5]

In January 1998, Tripp discovered that Lewinsky had sworn an affidavit in the Paula Jones case, denying a relationship with Clinton. She delivered tapes to Kenneth Starr, the Independent Counsel who was investigating Clinton on other matters, including the Whitewater scandal, the White House FBI files controversy, and the White House travel office controversy. During the grand jury testimony, Clinton's responses were carefully worded, and he argued, "It depends on what the meaning of the word 'is' is,"[6] with regard to the truthfulness of his statement that "there is not a sexual relationship, an improper sexual relationship or any other kind of improper relationship."[7]

The wide reporting of the scandal led to criticism of the press for over-coverage.[8][9][10] The scandal is sometimes referred to as "Monicagate,"[11] Lewinskygate,"[12] "Tailgate,"[13] "Sexgate,"[14] and "Zippergate,"[14] following the "-gate" nickname construction that has been popular since the Watergate scandal.

The improper relationship between Bill Clinton and Monica Lewinsky was confirmed, but Clinton's marriage with his wife, Hillary Clinton, survived the scandal.
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 Allegations of sexual contact




Lewinsky stated that she had sexual encounters with Bill Clinton on nine occasions from November 1995 to March 1997. According to her published schedule, First Lady Hillary Clinton was at the White House for at least some portion of seven of those days.[15]

In April 1996, Lewinsky's superiors relocated her job to the Pentagon, because they felt that she was spending too much time around Clinton.[16] According to his autobiography, then-United Nations Ambassador[image: External link] Bill Richardson was asked by the White House in 1997 to interview Lewinsky for a job on his staff at the UN. Richardson did so, and offered her a position, which she declined.[17] The American Spectator alleged that Richardson knew more about the Lewinsky affair than he declared to the grand jury.[18]

Lewinsky confided in Linda Tripp about her relationship with Clinton. Tripp persuaded Lewinsky to save the gifts that Clinton had given her, and not to dry clean a semen-stained blue dress. Tripp reported their conversations to literary agent Lucianne Goldberg, who advised her to secretly record them,[19] which Tripp began doing in September 1997. Goldberg also urged Tripp to take the tapes to Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr and bring them to the attention of people working on the Paula Jones case.[20] In the fall of 1997, Goldberg began speaking to reporters (notably Michael Isikoff[image: External link] of Newsweek) about the tapes.[21]

In the Paula Jones case, Lewinsky had submitted an affidavit that denied any physical relationship with Clinton. In January 1998, she attempted to persuade Tripp to commit perjury in the Jones case. Instead, Tripp gave the tapes to Starr, who was investigating the Whitewater controversy and other matters. Starr was now armed with evidence of Lewinsky's admission of a physical relationship with Clinton, and he broadened the investigation to include Lewinsky and her possible perjury in the Jones case.
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 Denial and subsequent admission




News of the scandal first broke on January 17, 1998, on the Drudge Report,[22] which reported that Newsweek editors were sitting on a story by investigative reporter Michael Isikoff[image: External link] exposing the affair. The story broke in the mainstream press on January 21 in The Washington Post.[23] The story swirled for several days and, despite swift denials from Clinton, the clamor for answers from the White House grew louder. On January 26, President Clinton, standing with his wife, spoke at a White House press conference, and issued a forceful denial in which he said:[24]


Now, I have to go back to work on my State of the Union speech. And I worked on it until pretty late last night. But I want to say one thing to the American people. I want you to listen to me. I'm going to say this again: I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky. I never told anybody to lie, not a single time; never. These allegations are false. And I need to go back to work for the American people. Thank you.[25]



Pundits debated whether Clinton would address the allegations in his State of the Union Address. Ultimately, he chose not to mention them. Hillary Clinton remained supportive of her husband throughout the scandal. On January 27, in an appearance on NBC's Today she said, "The great story here for anybody willing to find it and write about it and explain it is this vast right-wing conspiracy that has been conspiring against my husband since the day he announced for president."

For the next several months and through the summer, the media debated whether an affair had occurred and whether Clinton had lied or obstructed justice, but nothing could be definitively established beyond the taped recordings because Lewinsky was unwilling to discuss the affair or testify about it. On July 28, 1998, a substantial delay after the public break of the scandal, Lewinsky received transactional immunity in exchange for grand jury testimony concerning her relationship with Clinton.[26] She also turned over a semen-stained blue dress (that Linda Tripp had encouraged her to save without dry cleaning) to the Starr investigators, thereby providing unambiguous DNA evidence that could prove the relationship despite Clinton's official denials.[27]

Clinton admitted in taped grand jury testimony on August 17, 1998, that he had engaged in an "improper physical relationship" with Lewinsky. That evening he gave a nationally televised statement admitting that his relationship with Lewinsky was "not appropriate".[28]
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 Perjury charges




In his deposition for the Jones lawsuit, Clinton denied having sexual relations with Lewinsky. Based on the evidence—a blue dress with Clinton's semen that Tripp provided—Starr concluded that the president's sworn testimony was false and perjurious.

During the deposition, Clinton was asked "Have you ever had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky, as that term is defined in Deposition Exhibit 1?" The judge ordered that Clinton be given an opportunity to review the agreed definition. Afterwards, based on the definition created by the Independent Counsel's Office, Clinton answered, "I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky." Clinton later stated, "I thought the definition included any activity by [me], where [I] was the actor and came in contact with those parts of the bodies" which had been explicitly listed (and "with an intent to gratify or arouse the sexual desire of any person"). In other words, Clinton denied that he had ever contacted Lewinsky's "genitalia, anus, groin, breast, inner thigh, or buttocks", and effectively claimed that the agreed-upon definition of "sexual relations" included giving oral sex but excluded receiving oral sex.[29]

Two months after the Senate failed to convict him, President Clinton was held in civil contempt of court by Judge Susan Webber Wright for giving misleading testimony regarding his sexual relationship with Lewinsky, and was also fined $90,000 by Wright.[2][3] Clinton declined to appeal the civil contempt of court ruling, citing financial problems,[2] but still maintained that his testimony complied with Wright's earlier definition of sexual relations.[2] In 2001, his license to practice law was suspended in Arkansas for five years and later by the United States Supreme Court.[4]
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 Impeachment




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton


In December 1998, Clinton's Democratic political party was in the minority in both chambers of Congress. A few Democratic members of Congress, and most in the opposition Republican Party, claimed that Clinton's giving false testimony and allegedly influencing Lewinsky's testimony were crimes of obstruction of justice and perjury and thus impeachable offenses. The House of Representatives voted to issue Articles of Impeachment against him which was followed by a 21-day trial in the Senate.

All of the Democrats in the Senate voted for acquittal on both the perjury and the obstruction of justice charges. Ten Republicans voted for acquittal for perjury: John Chafee (Rhode Island), Susan Collins (Maine), Slade Gorton (Washington), Jim Jeffords (Vermont), Richard Shelby (Alabama), Olympia Snowe[image: External link] (Maine), Arlen Specter (Pennsylvania), Ted Stevens (Alaska), Fred Thompson (Tennessee), and John Warner (Virginia). Five Republicans voted for acquittal for obstruction of justice: Chafee, Collins, Jeffords, Snowe, and Specter.

President Clinton was thereby acquitted of all charges and remained in office. There were attempts to censure the president by the House of Representatives, but those attempts failed.
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 Aftermath
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 Effect on 2000 presidential election




The scandal arguably affected the 2000 U.S. presidential election[image: External link] in two contradictory ways. Democratic Party[image: External link] candidate and sitting vice president Al Gore said that Clinton's scandal had been "a drag" that deflated the enthusiasm of their party's base, and had the effect of reducing Democratic votes. Clinton said that the scandal had made Gore's campaign too cautious, and that if Clinton had been allowed to campaign for Gore in Arkansas and New Hampshire, either state would have delivered Gore's needed electoral votes[image: External link] regardless of the effects of the Florida recount controversy.[30]

Political analysts have supported both views. Before and after the 2000 election, John Cochran of ABC News connected the Lewinsky scandal with a voter phenomenon he called "Clinton fatigue".[31] Polling showed that the scandal continued to affect Clinton's low personal approval ratings through the election,[32] and analysts such as Vanderbilt University's John G. Geer later concluded "Clinton fatigue or a kind of moral retrospective voting had a significant impact on Gore's chances".[33] Other analysts sided with Clinton's argument, and argued that Gore's refusal to have Clinton campaign with him damaged his appeal.[34][35][36][37]
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 Collateral scandals




During the scandal, supporters of former President Clinton alleged that the matter was private and "about sex", and they claimed hypocrisy by at least some of those who advocated for his removal. For example, during the House investigation it was revealed that Henry Hyde, Republican chair of the House Judiciary Committee and lead House manager[image: External link], also had an affair while in office as a state legislator. Hyde, aged 70 during the Lewinsky hearings, dismissed it as a "youthful indiscretion" when he was 41.[38]

A highly publicized investigation campaign actively sought information that might embarrass politicians who supported impeachment. According to the British newspaper The Guardian,


Larry Flynt...the publisher of Hustler magazine, offered a $1 million reward... Flynt was a sworn enemy of the Republican party [and] sought to dig up dirt on the Republican members of Congress who were leading the impeachment campaign against President Clinton.

[...Although] Flynt claimed at the time to have the goods on up to a dozen prominent Republicans, the ad campaign helped to bring down only one. Robert Livingston – a congressman from Louisiana...abruptly retired after learning that Mr. Flynt was about to reveal that he had also had an affair.[39]



Republican congressman Bob Livingston[image: External link] had been widely expected to become Speaker of the United States House of Representatives in the next Congressional session.[40] Then just weeks away after Flynt revealed the affair, Livingston resigned and challenged Clinton to do the same.

Following Livingston’s resignation, Dennis Hastert, Republican Representative from Illinois, gained the support of the Republican leadership to seek the speakership as Livingston's successor. He began serving as Speaker in January 1999, and held that role while the Senate conducted the impeachment trial.

On April 27, 2016, former Speaker Hastert was sentenced to 15 months in federal prison for structuring $1.7 million in payments to cover up allegations of sexual misconduct he had made, in which federal prosecutors have said he had molested at least four boys as young as 14 while he worked as a high school wrestling coach decades earlier.[41] At the sentencing hearing during the trial, Hastert admitted under pressure from the judge that he had sexually abused boys. The judge in the case referred to Hastert as a "serial child molester", and alongside imposing a sentence of fifteen months in prison, he also charged him with two years' supervised release, and a $250,000 fine.[42][43] Hastert is "one of the highest-ranking politicians in American history to be sentenced to prison."[42]

Flynt's investigation also claimed that Congressman Bob Barr, another Republican House manager, had an affair while married; Barr had been the first lawmaker in either chamber to call for Clinton's resignation due to the Lewinsky affair. Barr lost a primary challenge less than three years after the impeachment proceedings.[44]

Dan Burton, Republican Representative from Indiana, had stated "No one, regardless of what party they serve, no one, regardless of what branch of government they serve, should be allowed to get away with these alleged sexual improprieties...."[45] In 1998, Burton admitted that he himself had had an affair in 1983 that produced a child.[46]

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, Representative from Georgia and leader of the Republican Revolution of 1994,[47] admitted in 1998 to having had an affair with a House intern while he was married to his second wife, at the same time as he was leading the impeachment of Bill Clinton for perjury regarding an affair with intern Monica Lewinsky.[48][49]

Republican Helen Chenoweth-Hage from Idaho aggressively called for the resignation of President Clinton and admitted to her own six-year affair with a married rancher during the 1980s.[50]
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 Personal acceptance




Historian Taylor Branch implied that Clinton had requested changes to Branch's 2009 Clinton biography, The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the President, regarding Clinton's revelation that the Lewinsky affair began because "I cracked; I just cracked." Branch writes that Clinton had felt "beleaguered, unappreciated, and open to a liaison with Lewinsky" following "the Democrats' loss of Congress in the November 1994 elections, the death of his mother the previous January, and the ongoing Whitewater investigation".[51] Publicly, Clinton had previously blamed the affair on "a terrible moral error" and on anger at Republicans, stating, "if people have unresolved anger, it makes them do non-rational, destructive things."[52]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of federal political scandals in the United States

	List of federal political sex scandals in the United States

	Second-term curse[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Posner, Richard A, (2009). "Introduction". An Affair of State The Investigation, Impeachment, and Trial of President Clinton[image: External link]. Harvard University Press. ISBN  0-674-00080-3[image: External link]. Retrieved March 1, 2012.


	
^ a b c d Broder, John M.; Lewis, Neil A. (April 13, 1999). "Clinton is found to be in contempt on Jones lawsuit"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. 1. Retrieved March 5, 2012.


	
^ a b Jackson, Robert L. (July 30, 1999). "Clinton Fined $90,686 for Lying in Paula Jones Case"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times.


	
^ a b Gearan, Anne (1 October 2001). "Clinton Disbarred From Practice Before Supreme Court"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Associated Press.


	
^ "Tripp: I Am Not Intimidated"[image: External link]. CBS. July 7, 1998. Retrieved January 26, 2010. In January, Tripp gave Starr the tapes. She made the recordings secretly at her home at the urging of her friend Lucianne Goldberg, a New York literary agent.


	
^ Noah, Timothy (September 13, 1998). "Bill Clinton and the Meaning of "Is" "[image: External link]. Slate. Retrieved July 15, 2009.


	
^ President Bill Clinton[image: External link], The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, 21 January 1998.


	
^ Gitlin, Todd. "The Clinton-Lewinsky Obsession: How the press made a scandal of itself"[image: External link]. The Washington Monthly. Retrieved June 11, 2009.


	
^ Kalb, Marvin (September 2001). One Scandalous Story: Clinton, Lewinsky, and Thirteen Days That Tarnished American Journalism. Free Press. ISBN  0-684-85939-4[image: External link].


	
^ Layton, Lyndsey (July 27, 2004). "The Frenzy Over Lewinsky: As the Scandal Unfolded, a Media Storm Swirled in Washington"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. B04. Retrieved June 11, 2009.


	
^ Rich, Frank. "Journal; Monicagate Year Two"[image: External link], The New York Times, 16 December 1998.


	
^ Rich, Frank. "Journal; Days of the Locust"[image: External link], The New York Times, February 25, 1998.


	
^ Hennenberger, Melinda. "The President Under Fire"[image: External link], The New York Times, January 29, 1998.


	
^ a b James Barron with Hoban, Phoebe. "Dueling Soaps"[image: External link], The New York Times, January 28, 1998.


	
^ "Lewinsky and the first lady"[image: External link]. USA Today. Associated Press. March 19, 2008. Retrieved January 19, 2010.


	
^ Jeff Leen (January 24, 1998). "Lewinsky: Two Coasts, Two Lives, Many Images"[image: External link], The Washington Post.


	
^ Irvine, Reed; Kincaid, Cliff (August 21, 1998). "Bill Richardson Caught In Clinton Undertow"[image: External link]. Accuracy in Media. Retrieved March 5, 2012.


	
^ York, Byron (November 15, 1998). "The American Spectator : Slick Billy"[image: External link]. American Spectator. Retrieved March 5, 2012.


	
^ US News and World Report, "The Monica Lewinsky Tapes", 2 February 1998, v.124 n.4 p.23.


	
^ Thomas, Evan; Isikoff, Michael (November 9, 1998). "The Goldberg-Tripp-Jones Axis"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 25, 2009.


	
^ Cloud, John; Barnes, Edward; Zoglin, Richard (February 2, 1998). "Lucianne Goldberg: in pursuit of Clinton"[image: External link]. Time.


	
^ "Newsweek Kills Story On White House Intern"[image: External link], DrudgeReportArchives, 1998.


	
^ Schmidt, Susan; Peter Baker; Toni Locy (January 21, 1998). "Special Report: Clinton Accused"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved August 26, 2010.


	
^ Top 5: Political Quotes That Defined Presidencies[image: External link], APOLITICUS.COM Archived[image: External link] December 7, 2008, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Clinton, Bill. Response to the Lewinsky Allegations[image: External link], Miller Center of Public Affairs, 26 January 1998.


	
^ Blitzer, Wolf; Franken, Bob (July 28, 1998). "Lewinsky Strikes Far-Reaching Immunity Deal"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved 9 March 2013.


	
^ "Starr Report"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. September 15, 1998. Retrieved 9 May 2013.


	
^ Clinton, Bill. Address to the nation[image: External link], PBS.org, 17 August 1998.


	
^ Tiersma, Peter. "The Language of Perjury"[image: External link], languageandlaw.org, 20 November 2007.


	
^ Montopoli, Brian (21 September 2009). "Bill Clinton on Lewinsky Affair: 'I Cracked' "[image: External link]. Political Hotsheet. CBS News. Retrieved 21 September 2009.


	
^ Dover, Edwin D. (2002). Missed opportunity: Gore, incumbency and television in election 2000. Greenwood Publishing Group. p. 130. ISBN  978-0-275-97638-5[image: External link]. John Cochran on ABC described this phenomenon as "Clinton fatigue." He said voters were happy with the policy agenda and direction of the country but were tired of Clinton and wanted to forget him. Casting their votes for Bush and not for Clinton's surrogate, Gore, was one way to bring about this preferred change, Cochran concluded.


	
^ Denton, Robert E. Jr. (2002). The 2000 Presidential Campaign: A Communication Perspective. Volume 2000, Part 3. Greenwood Publishing Group. pp. 92, 98. ISBN  978-0-275-97107-6[image: External link].


	
^ Geer, John Gray (2004). Public opinion and polling around the world: a historical encyclopedia. 1. ABC-CLIO. p. 138. ISBN  978-1-57607-911-9[image: External link].


	
^ Marable, Manning (Summer 2001). "Gore's Defeat: Don't Blame Nader"[image: External link]. Synthesis/Regeneration[image: External link] (25). Retrieved 9 May 2013.


	
^ Weisberg, Jacob (8 November 2000). "Why Gore (Probably) Lost"[image: External link]. Slate. Retrieved 9 May 2013.


	
^ An anatomy of 2000 USA presidential election[image: External link], NigerDeltaCongress.com


	
^ Beyond the Recounts: Trends in the 2000 US Presidential Election[image: External link], Cairn.info


	
^ Talbot, David. "This hypocrite broke up my family", Salon, 16 September 1998.


	
^ Goldenberg, Suzanne. "Porn king offers $1m for US political sex scandal"[image: External link] The Guardian, London. Retrieved September 21, 2009.


	
^ "Robert Livingston, The Heir Apparent With a Black Belt"[image: External link]. The New York Times, 10 November 1998, p. A24. Retrieved September 21, 2009.


	
^ Monica Davey & Mitch Smith, Hastert Molested at Least Four Boys, Prosecutors Say[image: External link], New York Times (April 8, 2016).


	
^ a b Associated Press, The Latest: Dennis Hastert Sentenced to 15 Months in Prison[image: External link] (April 27, 2016).


	
^ Davey, Monica; Bosman, Julie; Smith, Mitch (April 28, 2016). "Dennis Hastert Is Sentenced to 15 Months, and Apologizes for Sex Abuse"[image: External link]. The New York Times. p. A1. Retrieved April 27, 2016.


	
^ McCaffrey, Shannon. Will Bob Barr be the Ralph Nader of '08?[image: External link], Associated Press (via CBS News), 22 June 2008.


	
^ Baker, Russ. "Portrait of a political 'pit bull'", Salon, December 22, 1998.


	
^ "Rep. Dan Burton – Member of Congress representing Indiana's 5th District"[image: External link], Library Factfiles, Indianapolis Star, updated January 2007. Retrieved February 25, 2007.


	
^ "Gingrich Expects 'Republican Revolution'", news4jax.com, 28 October 2010.


	
^ Schneider, Bill. "Gingrich confession: Clearing the way for a 2008 run?"[image: External link], CNN. March 9, 2007. Retrieved December 29, 2009.


	
^ "Gingrich admits having affair in '90s"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. Retrieved June 7, 2009.


	
^ "Sex Scandals Through the Years: Both Parties Even"[image: External link]. Newsweek. 25 June 2009.


	
^ Page, Susan (21 September 2009). "Secret interviews add insight to Clinton presidency"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved 21 September 2009.


	
^ "Clinton: Lewinsky affair a 'terrible moral error' "[image: External link]. CNN. 21 June 2004. Retrieved 9 May 2013.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Communication from Kenneth W. Starr, Independent Counsel[image: External link], Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Publishing Office, September 11, 1998




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
A Chronology: Key Moments In The Clinton-Lewinsky Saga[image: External link]. CNN. (1998)

	
"The Fallout"[image: External link]. BBC Online in-depth coverage. (1999)

	
A Guide to the Monica Lewinsky Story[image: External link] – The Coffee Shop Times (last updated July 8, 2001)

	
[1][image: External link] The Clinton/Lewinsky Story: How Accurate? How Fair? (2003)





Categories[image: External link]:

	Lewinsky scandal[image: External link]

	Clinton administration controversies[image: External link]

	Sexual fidelity[image: External link]

	1998 scandals[image: External link]

	1999 scandals[image: External link]

	1998 in American politics[image: External link]

	1999 in American politics[image: External link]

	Fellatio[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 2 May 2017, at 20:38.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Lewinsky Scandal: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewinsky_scandal [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Lewinsky_scandal [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life and career

	2 College and law school years

	3 Early political career

	4 Presidency (1993–2001)

	5 Public opinion

	6 Public image

	7 Post-presidency (2001–present)

	8 Honors and recognition

	9 Electoral history

	10 Authored books

	11 Recordings

	12 See also

	13 References

	14 Further reading

	15 External links





Bill Clinton






"William Clinton" redirects here. For other uses, see William Clinton (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Bill Clinton



	



	42nd President of the United States




	
In office

January 20, 1993 – January 20, 2001



	Vice President[image: External link]
	Al Gore



	Preceded by
	George H. W. Bush



	Succeeded by
	George W. Bush



	Chair of the National Governors Association[image: External link]




	
In office

August 26, 1986 – July 28, 1987



	Preceded by
	Lamar Alexander[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	John H. Sununu[image: External link]



	40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]




	
In office

January 11, 1983 – December 12, 1992



	Lieutenant
	


	Winston Bryant[image: External link]

	Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link]









	Preceded by
	Frank D. White[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link]



	
In office

January 9, 1979 – January 19, 1981



	Lieutenant
	Joe Purcell[image: External link]



	Preceded by
	Joe Purcell (Acting)




	Succeeded by
	Frank D. White



	50th Attorney General of Arkansas[image: External link]




	
In office

January 3, 1977 – January 9, 1979



	Governor
	


	David Pryor[image: External link]

	Joe Purcell (Acting)










	Preceded by
	Jim Guy Tucker



	Succeeded by
	Steve Clark



	Personal details



	Born
	
William Jefferson Blythe III

August 19, 1946 (age 70)

Hope, Arkansas[image: External link], U.S.



	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Hillary Rodham (m. 1975)



	Children
	Chelsea



	Parents
	


	William Jefferson Blythe Jr.

	Virginia Cassidy









	Education
	
Georgetown University[image: External link] ( BS[image: External link])

University College, Oxford[image: External link]

Yale University[image: External link] ( JD[image: External link])




	Signature






	


	
This article is part of

a series about

Bill Clinton









	

	Family




	Electoral history

	Political positions

	Sexual misconduct allegations






	Governor of Arkansas




	Governorship[image: External link]





President of the United States


	
Presidency

	Timeline









First term


	
1992 Campaign

	Election[image: External link]





	1st inauguration




	NAFTA

	Health Security Act

	1994 midterm elections

	Economic policy

	Travelgate

	Whitewater

	AmeriCorps

	Dayton Agreement





Second term


	
1996 Campaign

	Election[image: External link]





	2nd inauguration




	Operation Infinite Reach

	Bombing of Yugoslavia

	Balanced Budget




	Monica Lewinsky scandal

	Impeachment




	One America Initiative

	Pardon controversy






Policies 



	Economic

	Gun Control

	Environmental[image: External link]

	
Foreign

	Clinton Doctrine





	International trips[image: External link]

	Judicial Appointments









Post-Presidency


	Presidential Library

	Public image

	My Life

	Activities

	Clinton Foundation

	Clinton Bush Haiti Fund









	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]












	Part of a series on



	New Democrats[image: External link]



	

Ideology




	Centrism[image: External link]

	Clintonism

	Cultural liberalism[image: External link]

	Radical centrism[image: External link]

	Social liberalism[image: External link]

	Third Way[image: External link]













	

People




	Bruce Babbitt[image: External link]

	Evan Bayh[image: External link]

	John Carney[image: External link]

	Tom Carper[image: External link]

	Lawton Chiles[image: External link]

	Bill Clinton

	Hillary Clinton

	Gerry Connolly[image: External link]

	Jim Davis[image: External link]

	Susan Davis[image: External link]

	Cal Dooley[image: External link]

	John Edwards[image: External link]

	Harold Ford Jr.[image: External link]

	Al From[image: External link]

	Dick Gephardt[image: External link]

	Al Gore

	Bob Graham[image: External link]

	Jim Himes[image: External link]

	John Kerry[image: External link]

	Ron Kind[image: External link]

	Mary Landrieu[image: External link]

	Rick Larsen[image: External link]

	Joe Lieberman[image: External link]

	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]

	Will Marshall[image: External link]

	Jim Moran[image: External link]

	Sam Nunn[image: External link]

	Barack Obama[image: External link]

	Jared Polis[image: External link]

	Chuck Robb[image: External link]

	Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link]

	Paul Tsongas[image: External link]

	Allyson Schwartz[image: External link]

	Adam Smith[image: External link]













	

Organizations




	Coalition for a Democratic Majority[image: External link]

	Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link]

	Moderate Dems Working Group[image: External link]

	New Democrat Coalition[image: External link]

	New Democrat Network[image: External link]

	Progressive Policy Institute[image: External link]

	Senate Centrist Coalition[image: External link]

	Third Way[image: External link]













	



	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










William Jefferson Clinton (born William Jefferson Blythe III; August 19, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 42nd President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. Prior to the presidency he was the 40th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], from 1979 to 1981, and the state's 42nd governor, from 1983 to 1992. Before that, he served as Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], from 1977 to 1979. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Clinton was ideologically a New Democrat[image: External link] and many of his policies reflected a centrist[image: External link] "Third Way[image: External link]" political philosophy.

Clinton was born and raised in Arkansas[image: External link] and is an alumnus of Georgetown University[image: External link], where he was a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] and the Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link]; he earned a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to attend the University of Oxford[image: External link]. Clinton is married to Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link], who served as United States Secretary of State[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013 and U.S. senator from New York[image: External link], from 2001 to 2009, and was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016[image: External link]. Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham both earned degrees[image: External link] from Yale Law School[image: External link], where they met and began dating. As governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Clinton overhauled the state's education system and served as chairman of the National Governors Association[image: External link].

Clinton was elected president in 1992[image: External link], defeating incumbent Republican opponent George H. W. Bush. At age 46, he became the third-youngest president[image: External link] (behind Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy) and the first from the Baby Boomer[image: External link] generation. Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history and signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement. After failing to pass national health care reform, the Democratic House was ousted when the Republican Party[image: External link] won control of the Congress[image: External link] in 1994, for the first time in 40 years. Two years later, in 1996[image: External link], Clinton became the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected to a second term. Clinton passed welfare reform[image: External link] and the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], as well as financial deregulation measures, including the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act[image: External link] and the Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000[image: External link].

In 1998, Clinton was impeached by the House of Representatives for perjury before a grand jury and obstruction of justice during a lawsuit against him, both related to a scandal involving White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky. Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate[image: External link] in 1999 and served his complete term of office.

The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported a budget surplus between the years 1998 and 2000, the last three years of Clinton's presidency. In foreign policy, Clinton ordered U.S. military intervention in the Bosnian[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link] wars, signed the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] in opposition to Saddam Hussein[image: External link], and participated in the 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link] to advance the Israeli–Palestinian peace process.

Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating[image: External link] of any U.S. president since World War II[image: External link]. Since then, Clinton has been involved in public speaking and humanitarian work. He created the William J. Clinton Foundation to address international causes, such as the prevention of AIDS and global warming[image: External link]. In 2004, Clinton published his autobiography, My Life. He has remained active in politics by campaigning for Democratic candidates, including his wife's campaigns for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link], and Barack Obama[image: External link]'s presidential campaigns in 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link].

In 2009, Clinton was named the United Nations special envoy[image: External link] to Haiti[image: External link] and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], Clinton teamed with George W. Bush to form the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund. Since leaving office, Clinton has been rated highly in public opinion polls of U.S. presidents[image: External link].
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 Early life and career




Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946 at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas[image: External link].[1][2] He was the son of William Jefferson Blythe Jr. (1918–1946), a traveling salesman who had died in an automobile accident three months before his birth, and Virginia Dell Cassidy (later Virginia Kelley: 1923–1994).[3] His parents were married on September 4, 1943, but this union later proved to be bigamous, as Blythe was still married to a previous wife.[4] Soon after their son was born, his mother traveled to New Orleans[image: External link] to study nursing, leaving her son in Hope with her parents Eldridge and Edith Cassidy, who owned and ran a small grocery store.[2] At a time when the Southern United States was racially segregated[image: External link], Clinton's grandparents sold goods on credit[image: External link] to people of all races.[2] In 1950, Bill's mother returned from nursing school and married Roger Clinton Sr., who owned an automobile dealership[image: External link] in Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link], with his brother and Earl T. Ricks[image: External link].[2] The family moved to Hot Springs in 1950.

Although he immediately assumed use of his stepfather's surname, it was not until Clinton turned fifteen[5] that he formally adopted the surname Clinton as a gesture toward his stepfather.[2] Clinton says he remembers his stepfather as a gambler and an alcoholic who regularly abused his mother and half-brother, Roger Clinton Jr., to the point where he intervened multiple times with the threat of violence to protect them.[2][6]

In Hot Springs, Clinton attended St. John's Catholic Elementary School, Ramble Elementary School, and Hot Springs High School[image: External link]—where he was an active student leader, avid reader, and musician.[2] Clinton was in the chorus and played the tenor saxophone[image: External link], winning first chair in the state band's saxophone section. He briefly considered dedicating his life to music, but as he noted in his autobiography My Life:

Sometime in my sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official. I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be John Coltrane[image: External link] or Stan Getz[image: External link]. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey[image: External link]. But I knew I could be great in public service.[2]


Clinton's interest in law also began in Hot Springs High, when in his Latin class he took up the challenge to argue the defense of the ancient Roman Senator[image: External link] Catiline[image: External link] in a mock trial.[7] After a vigorous defense that made use of his "budding rhetorical and political skills", he told the Latin teacher Elizabeth Buck that it "made him realize that someday he would study law".[8]

Clinton has named two influential moments in his life that contributed to his decision to become a public figure, both occurring in 1963. One was his visit as a Boys Nation[image: External link] senator to the White House to meet President John F. Kennedy[image: External link].[2][6] The other was watching Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s 1963 I Have a Dream[image: External link] speech on TV, which impressed him enough that he later memorized it.[9]
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 College and law school years
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 Georgetown University




With the aid of scholarships, Clinton attended the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] at Georgetown University[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service[image: External link] degree in 1968.

In 1964 and 1965, Clinton won elections for class president[image: External link].[10] From 1964 to 1967, he was an intern and then a clerk in the office of Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright[image: External link].[2] While in college, he became a brother of co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link][11] and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link]. Clinton was also a member of the Order of DeMolay[image: External link],[12] a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry, but he never became a Freemason[image: External link]. He is a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] honorary band fraternity.[13]
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 Oxford




Upon graduation, Clinton won a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to University College, Oxford[image: External link], where he initially read for a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Philosophy, Politics and Economics[image: External link] but transferred to a B.Litt.[image: External link] in Politics and, ultimately, a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Politics.[14] However, because Clinton did not expect a second year because of the draft, had switched programs and, as was common among other Rhodes Scholars from his cohort, had received an offer to study at Yale Law School[image: External link], Yale University[image: External link], he left early to return to the United States and did not receive a degree from Oxford.[6][15][16]

During his time at Oxford, Clinton befriended fellow American Rhodes Scholar Frank Aller, whose suicide in 1971 following a draft[image: External link] letter to the Vietnam War[image: External link] had an influential impact on Clinton.[14][17] British writer and feminist Sara Maitland[image: External link] notably said of Clinton, "I remember Bill and Frank Aller taking me to a pub in Walton Street in the summer term of 1969 and talking to me about the Vietnam war. I knew nothing about it, and when Frank began to describe the napalming of civilians I began to cry. Bill said that feeling bad wasn't good enough. That was the first time I encountered the idea that liberal sensitivities weren't enough and you had to do something about such things".[14] He also developed an interest in rugby union[image: External link], which he played at Oxford.[18]

While president, in 1994, Clinton received an honorary degree and a fellowship by the University of Oxford, specifically, for being "a doughty and tireless champion of the cause of world peace", having "a powerful collaborator in his wife," and for winning "general applause for his achievement of resolving the gridlock which prevented an agreed budget".[15][19]
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 Vietnam War opposition and draft controversy




While at Oxford, Clinton also participated in Vietnam War protests[image: External link] and organized an October 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam[image: External link] event.[2]

Clinton received Vietnam War[image: External link] draft deferments while he was in England during 1968 and 1969.[20] He was planning to attend law school in the U.S. and was aware that he might lose his draft deferment. Clinton tried unsuccessfully to obtain positions in the National Guard[image: External link] or Air Force[image: External link], and he then made arrangements to join the Reserve Officers' Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) program at the University of Arkansas[image: External link].[21]

He subsequently decided not to join the ROTC, saying in a letter to the officer in charge of the program that he opposed the war, but did not think it was honorable to use ROTC, National Guard, or Reserve service to avoid serving in Vietnam. He further stated that because he opposed the war, he would not volunteer to serve in uniform, but would subject himself to the draft, and would serve if selected only as a way "to maintain my political viability within the system".[22] Clinton registered for the draft and received a high number (311), meaning that those whose birthdays had been drawn as numbers 1 to 310 would have to be drafted[image: External link] before him, making it unlikely that he would be drafted. (In fact, the highest number drafted was 195.)[23]

Colonel[image: External link] Eugene Holmes, the Army officer who had been involved with Clinton's ROTC application, suspected that Clinton attempted to manipulate the situation to avoid the draft and avoid serving in uniform. He issued a notarized[image: External link] statement during the 1992 presidential campaign:

I was informed by the draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fulbright's office that Bill Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC[image: External link] program ... I believe that he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft classification.[24]


During the 1992 campaign, it was revealed that Clinton's uncle had attempted to secure him a position in the Navy Reserve[image: External link], which would have prevented him from being deployed to Vietnam. This effort was unsuccessful and Clinton said in 1992 that he had been unaware of it until then.[25] Although legal, Clinton's actions with respect to the draft and deciding whether to serve in the military were criticized during his first presidential campaign by conservatives and some Vietnam veterans, some of whom charged that he had used Fulbright's influence to avoid military service.[26][27] Clinton's 1992 campaign manager, James Carville[image: External link], successfully argued that Clinton's letter in which he declined to join the ROTC should be made public, insisting that voters, many of whom had also opposed the Vietnam War, would understand and appreciate his position.[28]
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 Law school




After Oxford, Clinton attended Yale Law School[image: External link] and earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree in 1973.[2][6] In the Yale Law Library[image: External link], in 1971, he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham, who was a class year ahead of him.[2][29] They began dating and soon were inseparable. After only about a month, Clinton postponed his plans to be a coordinator for the George McGovern campaign[image: External link] for the 1972 United States presidential election[image: External link] in order to move in with her in California.[30] They married on October 11, 1975, and their only child, Chelsea, was born on February 27, 1980.[29]

Clinton eventually moved to Texas with Rodham in 1972 to take a job leading George McGovern[image: External link]'s effort there. He spent considerable time in Dallas[image: External link], at the campaign's local headquarters on Lemmon Avenue, where he had an office. Clinton worked with future two-term mayor of Dallas[image: External link] Ron Kirk[image: External link],[31] future governor of Texas[image: External link] Ann Richards[image: External link],[32] and then unknown television director (and future filmmaker) Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[33]
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Further information: Electoral history of Bill Clinton
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 Governor of Arkansas (1979–1981, 1983–1992)




Further information: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986; and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990


After graduating from Yale Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas and became a law professor at the University of Arkansas[image: External link]. In 1974, he ran for the House of Representatives. Running in a conservative district against incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt[image: External link], Clinton's campaign was bolstered by the anti-Republican and anti-incumbent mood resulting from the Watergate scandal. Hammerschmidt, who had received 77 percent of the vote in 1972, defeated Clinton by only a 52 percent to 48 percent margin. In 1976, Clinton ran for Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link]. With only minor opposition in the primary and no opposition at all in the general election,[34] Clinton was elected.[6]

Clinton was elected Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] in 1978, having defeated the Republican candidate Lynn Lowe[image: External link], a farmer from Texarkana[image: External link]. At age 32, he became the youngest governor in the country. Due to his youthful appearance, Clinton was often called the "Boy Governor".[35][36][37] He worked on educational reform and Arkansas's roads, with wife Hillary leading a successful committee on urban health care reform. However, his term included an unpopular motor vehicle tax and citizens' anger over the escape of Cuban refugees (from the Mariel boatlift[image: External link]) detained in Fort Chaffee[image: External link] in 1980. Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] of Kingsland[image: External link] in Cleveland County[image: External link], polled 31 percent of the vote against Clinton in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1980. Some suggested Schwarzlose's unexpected voter turnout foreshadowed Clinton's defeat in the general election that year by Republican[image: External link] challenger Frank D. White[image: External link]. As Clinton once joked, he was the youngest ex-governor in the nation's history.[6]

Clinton joined friend Bruce Lindsey[image: External link]'s Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings.[38] In 1982, he was again elected governor and kept the office for ten years; beginning with the 1986 election, Arkansas had changed its gubernatorial term of office from two to four years. During his term, he helped transform Arkansas's economy and improved the state's educational system.[39] For senior citizens[image: External link], he removed the sales tax[image: External link] from medications and increased the home property-tax exemption.[40] He became a leading figure among the New Democrats[image: External link], a group of Democrats[image: External link] who advocated welfare reform, smaller government, and other policies not supported by liberals. Formally organized as the Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] (DLC), the New Democrats argued that in light of President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s landslide victory in 1984[image: External link], the Democratic Party needed to adopt a more centrist political stance in order to succeed at the national level.[40][41] Clinton delivered the Democratic response[image: External link] to Reagan's 1985 State of the Union Address[image: External link] and served as chair of the National Governors Association[image: External link] from 1986 to 1987, bringing him to an audience beyond Arkansas.[6]

In the early 1980s, Clinton made reform of the Arkansas education system a top priority. Chaired by Clinton's wife Hillary Rodham Clinton, also an attorney and chair of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link], the Arkansas Education Standards Committee transformed Arkansas's education system. Proposed reforms included more spending for schools (supported by a sales-tax increase), better opportunities for gifted children, vocational education, higher teachers' salaries, more course variety, and compulsory teacher competency exams. The reforms passed in September 1983 after Clinton called a special legislative session[image: External link]—the longest in Arkansas history.[39] Many have considered this the greatest achievement of the Clinton governorship.[6][40] He defeated four Republican candidates for governor: Lowe (1978), White (1982 and 1986), Jonesboro[image: External link] businessmen Woody Freeman[image: External link] (1984), and Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] of Little Rock (1990).[34]

Also in the 1980s, The Clintons' personal and business affairs included transactions that became the basis of the Whitewater controversy investigation, which later dogged his presidential administration.[42] After extensive investigation over several years, no indictments were made against the Clintons related to the years in Arkansas.[6][43]

According to some sources, in his early years Clinton was a death penalty opponent who switched positions.[44][45] During Clinton's term, Arkansas performed its first executions since 1964 (the death penalty had been re-enacted on March 23, 1973).[46] As Governor, he oversaw four executions: one by electric chair[image: External link] and three by lethal injection[image: External link]. Later, as president, Clinton was the first president to pardon a death-row inmate since the federal death penalty was reintroduced in 1988.[47]
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 1988 Democratic presidential primaries




In 1987, there was media speculation Clinton would enter the race after then-New York Governor[image: External link] Mario Cuomo[image: External link] declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart[image: External link] withdrew owing to revelations of marital infidelity. Clinton decided to remain as Arkansas governor (following consideration for the potential candidacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton for governor, initially favored—but ultimately vetoed—by the First Lady).[48] For the nomination, Clinton endorsed Massachusetts Governor[image: External link] Michael Dukakis[image: External link]. He gave the nationally televised opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], but his speech, which was 33 minutes long and twice as long as it was expected to be, was criticized for being too long[49] and poorly delivered.[50] Clinton presented himself as both a moderate and a member of the New Democrat wing of the Democratic Party, and he headed the moderate Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] in 1990 and 1991.[40][51]
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 Presidency (1993–2001)




Main article: Presidency of Bill Clinton


During his presidency, Clinton advocated for a wide variety of legislation and programs[image: External link], most of which were enacted into law or implemented by the executive branch. His policies, particularly the North American Free Trade Agreement and welfare reform[image: External link], have been attributed to a centrist[image: External link] Third Way[image: External link] philosophy of governance.[52][53] His policy of fiscal conservatism[image: External link] helped to reduce deficits on budgetary matters.[54][55] Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history.[56][57][58] The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998, $126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000,[59] during the last three years of Clinton's presidency.[60] Over the years of the recorded surplus, the gross national debt rose each year. At the end of the fiscal year (September 30) for each of the years a surplus was recorded, The U.S. treasury reported a gross debt of $5.413 trillion in 1997, $5.526 trillion in 1998, $5.656 trillion in 1999, and $5.674 trillion in 2000.[61][62] Over the same period, the Office of Management and Budget reported an end of year (December 31) gross debt of $5.369 trillion in 1997, $5.478 trillion in 1998, $5.606 in 1999, and $5.629 trillion in 2000.[63] At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York[image: External link] in order to satisy a residency requirement for his wife to win election as a U.S. Senator from New York.
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 1992 presidential campaign




Further information: Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992; United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]; and Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992


In the first primary contest, the Iowa Caucus[image: External link], Clinton finished a distant third to Iowa Senator Tom Harkin[image: External link]. During the campaign for the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], reports of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] surfaced. As Clinton fell far behind former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas[image: External link] in the New Hampshire polls,[6] following Super Bowl XXVI[image: External link], Clinton and his wife Hillary went on 60 Minutes[image: External link] to rebuff the charges. Their television appearance was a calculated risk, but Clinton regained several delegates. He finished second to Tsongas in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], but after trailing badly in the polls and coming within single digits of winning, the media viewed it as a victory. News outlets labeled him "The Comeback Kid" for earning a firm second-place finish.[64]

Winning the big prizes of Florida and Texas and many of the Southern primaries[image: External link] on Super Tuesday[image: External link] gave Clinton a sizable delegate lead. However, former California Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link] was scoring victories and Clinton had yet to win a significant contest outside his native South.[6][51] With no major Southern state remaining, Clinton targeted New York, which had many delegates. He scored a resounding victory in New York City, shedding his image as a regional candidate.[51] Having been transformed into the consensus candidate, he secured the Democratic Party nomination, finishing with a victory in Jerry Brown[image: External link]'s home state of California.[6]

During the campaign, questions of conflict of interest[image: External link] regarding state business and the politically powerful Rose Law Firm[image: External link], at which Hillary Rodham Clinton was a partner, arose. Clinton argued the questions were moot because all transactions with the state had been deducted before determining Hillary's firm pay.[2][65] Further concern arose when Bill Clinton announced that, with Hillary, voters would be getting two presidents "for the price of one".[66]

While campaigning for U.S. president, the then-Governor Clinton returned to Arkansas to see that Ricky Ray Rector[image: External link] would be executed. After killing a police officer and a civilian, Rector shot himself in the head, leading to what his lawyers said was a state where he could still talk but did not understand the idea of death. According to Arkansas state and Federal law, a seriously mentally impaired inmate cannot be executed. The courts disagreed with the allegation of grave mental impairment and allowed the execution. Clinton's return to Arkansas for the execution was framed in a New York Times[image: External link] article as a possible political move to counter "soft on crime" accusations.[44][67]

Because Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] were around 80 percent during the Gulf War[image: External link], he was described as unbeatable. However, when Bush compromised with Democrats to try to lower Federal deficits, he reneged on his promise not to raise taxes[image: External link], hurting his approval rating. Clinton repeatedly condemned Bush for making a promise he failed to keep.[51] By election time, the economy was souring and Bush saw his approval rating plummet to just slightly over 40 percent.[51][68] Finally, conservatives were previously united by anti-communism, but with the end of the Cold War, the party lacked a uniting issue. When Pat Buchanan[image: External link] and Pat Robertson[image: External link] addressed Christian themes at the Republican National Convention[image: External link]—with Bush criticizing Democrats for omitting God from their platform—many moderates were alienated.[69] Clinton then pointed to his moderate, "New Democrat" record as governor of Arkansas, though some on the more liberal side of the party remained suspicious.[70] Many Democrats who had supported Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Bush in previous elections switched their support to Clinton.[71] Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore, toured the country during the final weeks of the campaign, shoring up support and pledging a "new beginning".[71]

Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (370 electoral votes) against Republican incumbent George H. W. Bush (168 electoral votes) and billionaire populist[image: External link] Ross Perot[image: External link] (0 electoral votes), who ran as an independent on a platform that focused on domestic issues. A significant part of Clinton's success was Bush's steep decline in public approval.[71] Clinton's election ended twelve years of Republican rule of the White House and twenty of the previous twenty-four years. The election gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress[image: External link],[3] the first time one party controlled both the executive and legislative branches since Democrats held the 96th United States Congress[image: External link] during the presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[72][73]
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 First term (1993–1997)




Clinton was inaugurated as the 42nd president of the United States on January 20, 1993. Shortly after taking office, he signed the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link] on February 5, which required large employers to allow employees to take unpaid leave for pregnancy or a serious medical condition. This action had bipartisan support,[75] and was popular with the public.[76]

Two days after taking office, on January 22, 1993—the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link]—Clinton reversed restrictions on domestic and international family planning[image: External link] programs that had been imposed by Reagan and Bush.[77] Clinton said that abortion should be kept "safe, legal, and rare"—a slogan that had been suggested by University of California, San Diego[image: External link] political scientist Samuel L. Popkin[image: External link] and first used by Clinton in December 1991, while campaigning.[78] During the eight years of the Clinton administration, the U.S. abortion rate declined by about 18.4 percent.[79]

On February 15, 1993, Clinton made his first address to the nation, announcing his plan to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit[image: External link].[80] Two days later, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress[image: External link], Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on reducing the deficit rather than on cutting taxes for the middle class, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[81] Clinton's advisers pressured him to raise taxes, based on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[82]

On May 19, 1993, Clinton fired seven employees of the White House Travel Office, causing the White House travel office controversy even though the travel office staff served at the pleasure of the president and could be dismissed without cause[image: External link]. The White House responded to the controversy by claiming that the firings were done in response to financial improprieties that had been revealed by a brief FBI investigation.[83] Critics contended that the firings had been done to allow friends of the Clintons to take over the travel business and the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted.[84]

In August, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which passed Congress without a Republican vote. It cut taxes for 15 million low-income families, made tax cuts available to 90 percent of small businesses,[85] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2 percent of taxpayers. Additionally, it mandated that the budget be balanced over a number of years through the implementation of spending restraints.[86]

On September 22, 1993, Clinton made a major speech to Congress regarding a health care reform plan[image: External link]; the program aimed at achieving universal coverage through a national health care plan. This was one of the most prominent items on Clinton's legislative agenda and resulted from a task force headed by Hillary Clinton. The plan was well received in political circles, but it was eventually doomed by well-organized lobby opposition from conservatives, the American Medical Association[image: External link], and the health insurance industry. However, Clinton biographer John F. Harris[image: External link] stated that the program failed because of a lack of coordination within the White House.[43] Despite the Democratic majority in Congress, the effort to create a national health care system ultimately died when compromise legislation by George J. Mitchell[image: External link] failed to gain a majority of support in August 1994. The failure of the bill was the first major legislative defeat of the Clinton administration.[40][43]

In November 1993, David Hale[image: External link]—the source of criminal allegations against Bill Clinton in the Whitewater controversy—alleged that while he was governor of Arkansas, Clinton pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[87] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project, but the Clintons themselves were never charged, and Clinton maintains his and his wife's innocence in the affair.

Clinton signed the Brady Bill[image: External link] into law on November 30, 1993, which mandated federal background checks[image: External link] on firearm purchasers in the United States and imposed a five-day waiting period on purchases, until the NICS system[image: External link] was implemented in 1998. He also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], a subsidy for low-income workers.[43]

In December that year, allegations by Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson[image: External link] and Roger Perry were first reported by David Brock[image: External link] in The American Spectator. In the affair later known as "Troopergate", the officers alleged that they arranged sexual liaisons for Clinton back when he was governor of Arkansas. The story mentioned a woman named Paula, a reference to Paula Jones. Brock later apologized to Clinton, saying the article was politically motivated "bad journalism", and that "the troopers were greedy and had slimy motives".[88]

That month, Clinton implemented a Department of Defense directive known as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell[image: External link]", which allowed gay men and women to serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret, and forbade the military from inquiring about an individual's sexual orientation.[89] The policy was developed as a compromise after Clinton's proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the military met staunch opposition from prominent Congressional Republicans and Democrats, including Senators John McCain[image: External link] (R-AZ) and Sam Nunn[image: External link] (D-GA). According to David Mixner[image: External link], Clinton's support for the compromise led to a heated dispute with Vice President Al Gore, who felt that "the President should lift the ban ... even though [his executive order] was sure to be overridden by the Congress".[90] Some gay-rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and contributions.[91] Their position was that Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, noting that President Harry S. Truman[image: External link] used executive order to racially desegregate the armed forces. Clinton's defenders argued that an executive order might have prompted the Senate to write the exclusion of gays into law, potentially making it harder to integrate the military in the future.[40] Later in his presidency, in 1999, Clinton criticized the way the policy was implemented, saying he did not think any serious person could say it was not "out of whack".[92] The policy remained controversial, and was finally repealed in 2011[image: External link], removing open sexual orientation as a reason for dismissal from the armed forces.[93]

On January 1, 1994, Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement into law.[94] Throughout his first year in office, Clinton consistently supported ratification of the treaty by the U.S. Senate. Clinton and most of his allies in the Democratic Leadership Committee strongly supported free trade measures; there remained, however, strong disagreement within the party. Opposition came chiefly from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats and supporters of Ross Perot[image: External link]. The bill passed the house with 234 votes against 200 opposed (132 Republicans and 102 Democrats voting in favor; 156 Democrats, 43 Republicans, and 1 independent against). The treaty was then ratified by the Senate and signed into law by the president.[94]

The Omnibus Crime Bill[image: External link], which Clinton signed into law in September 1994,[95] made many changes to U.S. crime and law enforcement legislation including the expansion of the death penalty to include crimes not resulting in death, such as running a large-scale drug enterprise. During Clinton's re-election campaign he said, "My 1994 crime bill expanded the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of federal law enforcement officers, and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons."[96] It also included a subsection of assault weapons ban[image: External link] for a ten-year period.

The Clinton administration also launched the first official White House website, whitehouse.gov[image: External link], on October 21, 1994.[97][98] It was followed by three more versions, resulting in the final edition launched in 2000.[99][100] The White House website was part of a wider movement of the Clinton administration toward web-based communication. According to Robert Longley, "Clinton and Gore were responsible for pressing almost all federal agencies, the U.S. court system and the U.S. military onto the Internet, thus opening up America's government to more of America's citizens than ever before. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to utilize information technology fully to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[101]

After two years of Democratic Party control, the Democrats lost control of Congress in the mid-term elections in 1994, for the first time in forty years.[102]

The White House FBI files controversy of June 1996 arose concerning improper access by the White House to FBI[image: External link] security-clearance documents. Craig Livingstone, head of the White House Office of Personnel Security, improperly requested, and received from the FBI, background report files without asking permission of the subject individuals; many of these were employees of former Republican administrations.[103] In March 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray[image: External link] determined that there was no credible evidence of any crime. Ray's report further stated, "there was no substantial and credible evidence that any senior White House official was involved" in seeking the files.[104]

On September 21, 1996, Clinton signed into law the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA), which defines marriage for federal purposes as the legal union of one man and one woman, allowing individual states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other states.[105] Paul Yandura[image: External link], speaking for the White House gay and lesbian liaison office, said that Clinton's signing of DOMA "was a political decision that they made at the time of a re-election". In defense of his actions, Clinton has said that DOMA was an attempt to "head off an attempt to send a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage to the states", a possibility he described as highly likely in the context of a "very reactionary Congress".[106] Administration spokesman Richard Socarides[image: External link] said, "the alternatives we knew were going to be far worse, and it was time to move on and get the president re-elected."[107] Clinton himself stated that DOMA was something "which the Republicans put on the ballot to try to get the base vote for Bush up, I think it's obvious that something had to be done to try to keep the Republican Congress from presenting that".[108] Others were more critical. The veteran gay rights and gay marriage activist Evan Wolfson[image: External link] has called these claims "historic revisionism".[107] In a July 2, 2011, editorial The New York Times opined, "The Defense of Marriage Act was enacted in 1996 as an election-year wedge issue, signed by President Bill Clinton in one of his worst policy moments."[109] Ultimately, in United States v. Windsor[image: External link], the U.S. Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013.[110]

Despite DOMA, Clinton was the first president to select openly gay persons for administrative positions,[111] and is generally credited as the first president to publicly champion gay rights.[112] During his Presidency, Clinton controversially issued two substantial executive orders on behalf of gay rights, the first lifting the ban on security clearances for LGBT federal employees[113] and the second outlawing discrimination based on sexual orientation in the federal civilian workforce.[114] Under Clinton's leadership, federal funding for HIV/AIDS research, prevention and treatment more than doubled.[115] And Clinton also pushed for passing hate crimes laws for gays and for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], which, buoyed by his lobbying, failed to pass the Senate by a single vote in 1996.[116] Advocacy for these issues, paired with the politically unpopular nature of the gay rights movement at the time, led to enthusiastic support for Clinton's election and reelection by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[112] Clinton came out for gay marriage in July 2009[117] and urged the Supreme Court to overturn DOMA in 2013.[118] He was later honored by GLAAD[image: External link] for his prior pro-gay stances and his reversal on DOMA.[119]

The 1996 United States campaign finance controversy[image: External link] was an alleged effort by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to influence the domestic policies of the United States, before and during the Clinton administration, and involved the fundraising practices of the administration itself. The Chinese government denied all accusations.[121]

As part of a 1996 initiative to curb illegal immigration[image: External link], Clinton signed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act[image: External link] (IIRIRA) on September 30, 1996. Appointed by Clinton,[122] the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform[image: External link] recommended reducing legal immigration from about 800,000 people a year to about 550,000.[123][124]

Ken Gormley[image: External link], author of The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr, reveals in his book that Clinton narrowly escaped possible assassination in the Philippines in November 1996. During his visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC) forum in Manila, while he was on his way to meet with a senior member of the Philippine government, Clinton was saved from danger minutes before his motorcade was scheduled to drive over a bridge charged with a timed improvised explosive device (IED).[125] According to officials, the IED was large enough to "blow up the entire presidential motorcade".[126] Details of the plot were revealed to Gormley by Lewis C. Merletti[image: External link], former member of the presidential protection detail and Director of the Secret Service[image: External link]. Intelligence officers intercepted a radio transmission indicating that there was a wedding cake under a bridge.[125] This alerted Merletti and others as Clinton's motorcade was scheduled to drive over a major bridge in downtown Manila.[126] Once more, the word "wedding" was the code name used by a terrorist group for a past assassination attempt.[126] Merletti wanted to reroute the motorcade, but the alternate route would add forty-five minutes to the drive time. Clinton was very angry, as he was already late for the meeting, but following the advice of the secret service possibly saved his life. Two other bombs had been discovered in Manila earlier in the week so the threat level that day was high.[127] Security personnel at the Manila International Airport uncovered several grenades and a timing device in a travel bag.[128] Officials also discovered a bomb near a major U.S. naval base.[128] The president was scheduled to visit both of these locations later in the week. An intense investigation took place into the events in Manila and it was discovered that the group behind the bridge bomb was a Saudi terrorist group in Afghanistan known as al-Qaeda[image: External link] and the plot was masterminded by Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[126] Until recently, this thwarted assassination attempt was never made public and remained top secret. Only top members of the U.S. intelligence community were aware of these events.[126]
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 1996 presidential election




In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2 percent of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] (40.7 percent of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] (8.4 percent of the popular vote), becoming the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] to be elected to a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected president more than once.[129] The Republicans lost three seats in the House and gained two in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of the 105th United States Congress[image: External link]. Clinton received 379, or over 70 percent of the Electoral College[image: External link] votes, with Dole receiving 159 electoral votes.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In the January 1997 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed a new initiative to provide health coverage to up to five million children. Senators Ted Kennedy[image: External link]—a Democrat—and Orrin Hatch[image: External link]—a Republican—teamed up with Hillary Rodham Clinton and her staff in 1997, and succeeded in passing legislation forming the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link] (SCHIP), the largest (successful) health care reform in the years of the Clinton Presidency. That year, Hillary Clinton shepherded through Congress the Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link] and two years later she succeeded in helping pass the Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link]. He negotiated the passage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 by the Republican Congress. In October 1997, he announced he was getting hearing aids, due to hearing loss attributed to his age, and his time spent as a musician in his youth.[130] In 1999 Clinton signed into law the Financial Services Modernization Act also known as the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link], which repealed the part of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link] that had prohibited a bank from offering a full range of investment[image: External link], commercial banking[image: External link], and insurance services since its enactment in 1933.[131]
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 Impeachment and acquittal




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton


After the 1998 elections, the House impeached Clinton[image: External link], alleging perjury and obstruction of justice related to the Lewinsky scandal.[43] Clinton was only the second U.S. president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson[image: External link]. Impeachment proceedings were based on allegations that Clinton had illegally lied about and covered up his relationship with 22-year-old White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky.[132] After the Starr Report was submitted to the House providing what it termed "substantial and credible information that President Clinton Committed Acts that May Constitute Grounds for an Impeachment",[133] the House began impeachment hearings against Clinton before the mid-term elections[image: External link]. To hold impeachment proceedings, the Republican leadership called a lame-duck session[image: External link] in December 1998.

While the House Judiciary Committee hearings ended in a straight party-line vote, there was lively debate on the House floor. The two charges passed in the House (largely with Republican support, but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for perjury and obstruction of justice. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony before a grand jury that had been convened to investigate perjury he may have committed in his sworn deposition during Paula Jones's sexual harassment lawsuit.[134] The obstruction charge was based on his actions to conceal his relationship with Lewinsky before and after that deposition.

The Senate later acquitted Clinton on both charges.[135] The Senate refused to meet to hold an impeachment trial before the end of the old term, so the trial was held over until the next Congress. Clinton was represented by Washington law firm Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[136] The Senate finished a twenty-one-day trial on February 12, 1999, with the vote of 55 Not Guilty/45 Guilty on the perjury charge[135] and 50 Not Guilty/50 Guilty on the obstruction of justice charge.[137] Both votes fell short of the Constitutional two-thirds majority requirement to convict and remove an officeholder. The final vote was generally along party lines, with no Democrats voting guilty, and only a handful of Republicans voting not guilty.[135]

On January 19, 2001, Clinton's law license was suspended for five years after he acknowledged to an Arkansas circuit court that he had engaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice in the Jones case.[138][139]
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 Pardons and commutations




Clinton controversially issued 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[43][140] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich[image: External link] and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham[image: External link], accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[141] Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White[image: External link] was appointed to investigate the pardon of Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey[image: External link], who found no wrongdoing on Clinton's part. Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[142]
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 Military and foreign events




Further information: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration


Many military events occurred during Clinton's presidency. The Battle of Mogadishu[image: External link] occurred in Somalia[image: External link] in 1993. During the operation, two U.S. helicopters[image: External link] were shot down by rocket-propelled grenade[image: External link] attacks to their tail rotors[image: External link], trapping soldiers behind enemy lines. This resulted in an urban battle that killed 18 American soldiers, wounded 73 others, and one was taken prisoner. There were many more Somali casualties. Some of the American bodies were dragged through the streets—a spectacle broadcast on television news programs. In response, U.S. forces were withdrawn from Somalia and later conflicts were approached with fewer soldiers on the ground. In 1995, U.S. and NATO[image: External link] aircraft attacked Bosnian Serb targets[image: External link] to halt attacks on U.N. safe zones and to pressure them into a peace accord. Clinton deployed U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia in late 1995, to uphold the subsequent Dayton Agreement.

In February 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to pay Iran US$131.8 million in settlement to discontinue a case brought by Iran in 1989 against the U.S. in the International Court of Justice[image: External link] after the shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] by the U.S. Navy guided missile cruiser[image: External link].[143]

Capturing Osama bin Laden[image: External link] had been an objective of the U.S. government during the presidency of Bill Clinton (and continued to be until bin Laden's death in 2011[image: External link]).[144] Despite claims by Mansoor Ijaz[image: External link] and Sudanese officials that the Sudanese government had offered to arrest and extradite bin Laden and that U.S. authorities rejected each offer[145] the 9/11 Commission Report[image: External link] stated that "we have not found any reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim".[146]

In response to a 1996 State Department warning about bin Laden and the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in East Africa[image: External link] by al-Qaeda[image: External link] (which killed 224 people, including 12 Americans), Clinton ordered several military missions to capture or kill bin Laden, both of which were unsuccessful.[147] In August 1998, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan, targeting the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link] in Sudan, which was suspected of assisting bin Laden in making chemical weapons, and bin Laden's terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.[148]

To stop the ethnic cleansing[image: External link] and genocide[image: External link][149][150] of Albanians by anti-guerilla military units in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]'s province of Kosovo[image: External link], Clinton authorized the use of U.S. Armed Forces in a NATO[image: External link] bombing campaign against Yugoslavia in 1999, named Operation Allied Force[image: External link]. General Wesley Clark[image: External link] was Supreme Allied Commander of NATO[image: External link] and oversaw the mission. With United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244[image: External link], the bombing campaign ended on June 10, 1999. The resolution placed Kosovo under UN administration and authorized a peacekeeping force[image: External link] to be deployed to the region.[151] NATO announced that its forces had suffered zero combat deaths,[152] and two deaths from an Apache helicopter[image: External link] crash.[153] Opinions in the popular press criticized pre-war genocide statements by the Clinton administration as greatly exaggerated.[154][155] In 2001, the U.N.-supervised[image: External link] Supreme Court of Kosovo[image: External link] ruled that genocide did not take place, but recognized "a systematic campaign of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons and severe maltreatments".[156] The term "ethnic cleansing" was used as an alternative to "genocide" to denote not just ethnically motivated murder but also displacement, though critics charge there is no difference.[157] Slobodan Milošević[image: External link], the president of Yugoslavia at the time of the atrocities, was eventually brought to trial[image: External link] before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] in the Hague[image: External link] on charges of crimes against humanity[image: External link], genocide, and war crimes.[158] Milošević died in 2006, before the completion of the trial.[158][159]

In Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address, he warned Congress that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein[image: External link] was building an arsenal of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons:


Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[160]



Seeking to weaken Hussein's grip on power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link] into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not provide for direct intervention on the part of American military forces.[161][162] The administration then launched a four-day bombing campaign named Operation Desert Fox[image: External link], lasting from December 16 to 19, 1998. At the end of this operation Clinton announced that "So long as Saddam remains in power, he will remain a threat to his people, his region, and the world. With our allies, we must pursue a strategy to contain him and to constrain his weapons of mass destruction program, while working toward the day Iraq has a government willing to live at peace with its people and with its neighbors."[163] American and British aircraft in the Iraq no-fly zones attacked hostile Iraqi air defenses 166 times in 1999 and 78 times in 2000.[164][165]

Clinton's November 2000 visit to Vietnam[image: External link] was the first by a U.S. president since the end of the Vietnam War[image: External link].[166] On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed into law the U.S.–China Relations Act of 2000[image: External link], which granted permanent normal trade relations[image: External link] (PNTR) trade status to People's Republic of China.[167] The president asserted that free trade would gradually open China to democratic reform.[168] Clinton also oversaw a boom of the U.S. economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus[image: External link] for the first time since 1969.[169]

After initial successes such as the Oslo Accords[image: External link] of the early 1990s, which also led to the Israel–Jordan peace treaty in 1994 and the Wye River Memorandum[image: External link] in October 1998, Clinton attempted an effort to end the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link]. He brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak[image: External link] and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat[image: External link] together at Camp David[image: External link] for the Camp David Summit[image: External link] in July 2000, which lasted 14 days.[43] Following the failures of the peace talks, Clinton stated Arafat "missed the opportunity" to facilitate a "just and lasting peace". In his autobiography, Clinton blames Arafat for the collapse of the summit.[2][170] Following another attempt in December 2000 at Bolling Air Force Base[image: External link], in which the president offered the Clinton Parameters[image: External link], the situation broke down completely after the end of the Taba Summit[image: External link] and with the start of the Second Intifada[image: External link].[43]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates and List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton


Clinton appointed two justices to the Supreme Court: Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] in 1993[171] and Stephen Breyer[image: External link] in 1994.[172]

Along with his two Supreme Court appointments, Clinton appointed 66 judges to the United States courts of appeals[image: External link] and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. His 373 judicial appointments are the second most in American history behind those of Ronald Reagan. Clinton also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies, as 69 nominees to federal judgeships[image: External link] did not receive a vote in the Republican[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link]. In all, 84 percent of his nominees were confirmed.[173]

Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] was one of the judges who was appointed by Clinton to the Court of Appeals. She was nominated by Clinton in 1997 to the Second Circuit[image: External link]. Sotomayor was confirmed in 1998, following a delay of more than a year that was caused by Republican opposition.[174][175]

Clinton was the first president in history to appoint more women and minority judges than white male judges to the federal courts.[176] In his eight years in office, 11.6% of Clinton's court of appeals nominees and 17.4% of his district court nominees were black; 32.8% of his court of appeals nominees and 28.5% of his district court nominees were women.[177] Clinton appointed the first African American judges to the Fourth Circuit[image: External link] (Roger Gregory[image: External link]) and the Seventh Circuit[image: External link] (Ann Claire Williams[image: External link]).[177] Clinton also appointed the nation's first openly gay or lesbian[image: External link] federal judge when he named Deborah Batts[image: External link] to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link]. Batts was confirmed by the Senate in a voice vote[image: External link] in 1994.[178]
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 Public opinion




Clinton's job approval rating fluctuated in the 40s and 50s throughout his first term. In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[179] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point.[180] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll, Clinton left office with an approval rating of 68 percent, which matched those of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] as the highest ratings for departing presidents in the modern era.[181] Clinton's average Gallup poll[image: External link] approval rating for his last quarter in office was 61%, the highest final quarter rating any president has received for fifty years.[182] Forty-seven percent of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters.[182]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll revealed that 45 percent of Americans said they would miss him; 55 percent thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life"; 68 percent thought he would be remembered more for his "involvement in personal scandal" than for "his accomplishments"; and 58 percent answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?"[182] The same percentage said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president, while 22 percent said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[182] ABC News characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[183]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[184] Gallup polls in 2007 and 2011 showed that Clinton was regarded by 13% of Americans as the greatest president in U.S. history.[185][186]

In 2014, 18% of respondents in a Quinnipiac University Polling Institute[image: External link] poll of American voters regarded Clinton as the best president since World War II, making him the third most popular among postwar presidents, behind John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan[image: External link].[187] The same poll showed that just 3% of American voters regarded Clinton as the worst president since World War II.[187]

A 2015 poll by The Washington Post asked 162 scholars of the American Political Science Association[image: External link] to rank all the U.S. presidents in order of greatness. According to their findings, Clinton ranked eighth overall, with a rating of 70 percent.[188]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton


See also: Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations


As the first baby boomer[image: External link] president, Clinton was the first president since Calvin Coolidge[image: External link] not to have been alive during World War II.[189] Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of sound bite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was a major factor in his high public approval ratings.[190][191] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show[image: External link], he was described by some religious conservatives as "the MTV president".[192] Opponents sometimes referred to him as "Slick Willie", a nickname which was first applied to him in 1980 by Pine Bluff Commercial journalist Paul Greenberg[image: External link];[193] Greenberg believed that Clinton was abandoning the progressive policies of previous Arkansas Governors such as Winthrop Rockefeller[image: External link], Dale Bumpers[image: External link] and David Pryor[image: External link].[193] The claim "Slick Willie" would last throughout his presidency.[194] Standing at a height of 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Clinton is tied with five others as the fourth-tallest president[image: External link] in the nation's history.[195][196] His folksy manner led him to be nicknamed[image: External link] Bubba[image: External link], especially in the South.[197] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog".[198][199] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama[image: External link] during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicized speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], where he officially nominated Obama and criticized Republican nominee Mitt Romney[image: External link] and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[200][201]

Clinton drew strong support from the African American community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[202] In 1998, Nobel[image: External link] laureate Toni Morrison[image: External link] called Clinton "the first Black president", saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's[image: External link]-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas".[203] Noting that Clinton's sex life was scrutinized more than his career accomplishments, Morrison compared this to the stereotyping and double standards[image: External link] that blacks typically endure,[203] although many viewed this comparison as unfair and disparaging to both Clinton and the African-American community at large.[204] Clinton, a Baptist[image: External link],[205] has been open about his faith.[206]

Shortly after he took office, conservative newspaper owner Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link] organized a fundraising campaign to smear Clinton's image in the media.[207] Leading the Arkansas Project[image: External link], Scaife and other associates sought to find sources in Clinton's home state of Arkansas who would be willing to dish out negative allegations against the president.[207]

In 1994, Paula Jones brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton, claiming he made unwanted advances in 1991, which he denied. In April 1998, the case was initially dismissed by Judge Susan Webber Wright as lacking legal merit.[208] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[209] In 1998, lawyers for Paula Jones released court documents contending a pattern of sexual harassment by Clinton when he was governor of Arkansas. Robert S. Bennett[image: External link], Clinton's main lawyer for the case, called the filing "a pack of lies" and "an organized campaign to smear the President of the United States" funded by Clinton's political enemies.[210] Clinton later agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying $850,000.[211] Bennett said that the president made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[212] During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit, which was held at the White House,[213] Clinton denied having sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky – a denial that became the basis for an impeachment charge of perjury.[214]

In 1992, Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] stated that she had a relationship with Clinton that began in 1980.[215] Flowers at first denied that she had an affair with Clinton, but later changed her story.[216][217] After Clinton at first denied having a relationship with Flowers on 60 Minutes, he later admitted that he had a sexual encounter with Flowers.[218]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey[image: External link] alleged that Clinton groped her in a hallway in 1993. An independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI, inconsistent with sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation.[219] On March 19, 1998, Julie Hiatt Steele, a friend of Willey, released an affidavit, accusing the former White House aide of asking her to lie to corroborate Ms. Willey's account of being sexually groped by Clinton in the Oval Office.[220] An attempt by Kenneth Starr to prosecute Steele for making false statements and obstructing justice ended in a mistrial and Starr declined to seek a retrial after Steele sought an investigation against the former Independent Counsel for prosecutorial misconduct.[221] Linda Tripp's grand jury testimony also differed from Willey's claims regarding inappropriate sexual advances.[222]

Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link] alleged that Clinton had raped her in the spring of 1978, although she stated she did not remember the exact date.[223] In another 1998 event, Elizabeth Gracen[image: External link] recanted a six-year-old denial and stated she had a one-night stand with Clinton in 1982.[224] Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton.[225] Throughout the year, however, Gracen eluded a subpoena[image: External link] from Kenneth Starr to testify her claim in court.[226]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Post-presidency (2001–present)




Main article: Post-presidency of Bill Clinton


Bill Clinton continues to be active in public life, giving speeches, fundraising, and founding charitable organizations.[227] Clinton has spoken in prime time at every Democratic National Convention[image: External link] since 1988.[228] Robert Reich[image: External link] has suggested that Clinton is in a state of "permanent election"[image: External link], due to the impeachment proceedings during his presidency and his continuing support in the campaigns of his wife Hillary Clinton.[229]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Activities until 2008 campaign




In 2002, Clinton warned that pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unwelcome consequences,[230][231] and later claimed to have opposed the Iraq War from the start (though some dispute this).[232] In 2005, Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control, while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change conference[image: External link] in Montreal.[233]

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park[image: External link] in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] was dedicated in 2004.[234] Clinton released a best-selling autobiography, My Life in 2004.[235] In 2007, he released Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World, which also became a New York Times Best Seller[image: External link] and garnered positive reviews.[236]

In the aftermath of the 2004 Asian tsunami[image: External link], U.N. Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] appointed Clinton to head a relief effort.[237] After Hurricane Katrina[image: External link], Clinton joined with fellow former president George H. W. Bush to establish the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January 2005, and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October of that year.[238] As part of the tsunami effort, these two ex-presidents appeared in a Super Bowl XXXIX[image: External link] pre-game show,[239] and traveled to the affected areas.[240] They also spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] in April 2007.[241]

Based on his philanthropic worldview,[242] Clinton created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address issues of global importance. This foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI), which strives to combat that disease, and has worked with the Australian government toward that end. The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), begun by the Clinton Foundation in 2005, attempts to address world problems such as global public health[image: External link], poverty alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict[image: External link].[243] In 2005, Clinton announced through his foundation an agreement with manufacturers to stop selling sugared drinks in schools.[244] Clinton's foundation joined with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group[image: External link] in 2006 to improve cooperation among those cities, and he met with foreign leaders to promote this initiative.[245] The foundation has received donations from a number of governments all over the world, including Asia and the Middle East.[246] In 2008, Foundation director Inder Singh[image: External link] announced deals to reduce the price of anti-malaria drugs by 30 percent in developing nations.[247] Clinton also spoke in favor of California Proposition 87[image: External link] on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[248]
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 2008 presidential election




During the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign[image: External link], Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton. Through speaking engagements and fundraisers, he was able to raise $10 million toward her campaign.[249] Some worried that as an ex-president, he was too active on the trail, too negative to Clinton rival Barack Obama, and alienating his supporters at home and abroad.[250] Many were especially critical of him following his remarks in the South Carolina primary, which Obama won. Later in the 2008 primaries, there was some infighting between Bill and Hillary's staffs, especially in Pennsylvania.[251] Considering Bill's remarks, many thought that he could not rally Hillary supporters behind Obama after Obama won the primary.[252] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008, when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[253] After Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign was over, Bill Clinton continued to raise funds to help pay off her campaign debt.[254][255]
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 After the 2008 election




In 2009, Clinton travelled to North Korea on behalf of two American journalists imprisoned in North Korea[image: External link]. Euna Lee[image: External link] and Laura Ling[image: External link] had been imprisoned for illegally entering the country from China.[256] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] had made a similar visit in 1994.[256] After Clinton met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il[image: External link], Kim issued a pardon.[257][258]

Since then, Clinton has been assigned a number of other diplomatic missions. He was named United Nations Special Envoy[image: External link] to Haiti in 2009.[259] In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush would coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[260] Clinton continues to visit Haiti to witness the inauguration of refugee villages, and to raise funds for victims of the earthquake.[261] In 2010, Clinton announced support of, and delivered the keynote address for, the inauguration of NTR[image: External link], Ireland's first environmental foundation.[262][263] At the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], Clinton gave a widely praised speech nominating Barack Obama.[264]
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 2016 presidential election




During the 2016 Presidential Election[image: External link], Clinton again encouraged voters to support Hillary Clinton, including a campaign stop in Wilmington, NC.[265] In a series of tweets, then-President-Elect Donald Trump[image: External link] criticized his ability to get people out to vote.[266]
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 Post-presidential health concerns




In September 2004, Clinton received a quadruple bypass surgery.[267] In March 2005, he underwent surgery for a partially collapsed lung.[268] On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to NewYork–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents[image: External link] implanted in his heart.[267][269] After this experience, Clinton adopted the plant-based whole foods ( vegan[image: External link]) diet recommended by doctors Dean Ornish[image: External link] and Caldwell Esselstyn[image: External link].[270]
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 Wealth




The Clintons accrued several million dollars in legal bills during his presidency; they were paid off four years after he left office.[271] Both Bill and Hillary Clinton have received millions of dollars in book authorship fees.[272] In 2016, Forbes reported Bill and Hillary Clinton made about $240 million in the 15 years from January 2001 to December 2015 (mostly from paid speeches, business consulting and book-writing).[273] Also in 2016, CNN reported the Clintons combined to receive more than $153 million in paid speeches from 2001 until spring 2015.[274] In May 2015, The Hill[image: External link] reported that Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more than $25 million in speaking fees since the start of 2014, and that Hillary Clinton also made $5 million or more from her book, Hard Choices[image: External link], during the same time period.[275] In July 2014, The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported that at the end of 2012, the Clintons were worth between $5 million and $25.5 million, and that in 2012 (the last year they were required to disclose the information) the Clintons made between $16 and $17 million, mostly from speaking fees earned by the former president.[276] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[277] In June 2014, ABC News and The Washington Post reported that Bill Clinton has made more than $100 million giving paid speeches since leaving public office, and in 2008, the New York Times reported that the Clintons' income tax returns[278] show they have made $109 million in the 8 years from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2007, including almost $92 million from his speaking and book-writing.[272][279][280][281]

Bill Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[274][282][283][284] Hillary Clinton said that she and Bill came out of the White House financially "broke" and in debt, especially due to large legal fees incurred during their years in the White House. "We had no money when we got there, and we struggled to, you know, piece together the resources for mortgages, for houses, for Chelsea's education." She added, "Bill has worked really hard ... we had to pay off all our debts ... he had to make double the money because of, obviously, taxes; and then pay off the debts, and get us houses, and take care of family members."[280]
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 Honors and recognition




Main article: List of honors and awards received by Bill Clinton


Various colleges and universities have awarded Clinton honorary degrees, including Doctorate of Law[image: External link] degrees[285][286] and Doctor of Humane Letters[image: External link] degrees.[287] He is an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], although he did not complete his studies there.[288][289] Schools have been named for Clinton,[290][291][292] and statues have been built to pay him homage.[293][294] U.S. states where he has been honored include Missouri,[295] Arkansas,[296] Kentucky,[297] and New York.[298] He was presented with the Medal for Distinguished Public Service[image: External link] by Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen[image: External link] in 2001.[299] The Clinton Presidential Center was opened in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] in his honor on December 5, 2001.[300]

He has been honored in various other ways, in countries that include the Czech Republic,[301] Papua New Guinea,[302] Germany,[303] and Kosovo.[293] The Republic of Kosovo, in gratitude for his help during the Kosovo War[image: External link], renamed a major street in the capital city of Pristina[image: External link] as Bill Clinton Boulevard and added a monumental Clinton statue.[304][305][306]

Clinton was selected as Time's "Man of the Year[image: External link]" in 1992,[307] and again in 1998, along with Ken Starr.[308] From a poll conducted of the American people in December 1999, Clinton was among eighteen included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People[image: External link] of the 20th century.[309] He was honored with a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children[image: External link], a J. William Fulbright[image: External link] Prize for International Understanding,[310] a TED[image: External link] Prize (named for the confluence of technology, entertainment and design),[311] and was named as an Honorary GLAAD Media Award[image: External link] recipient for his work as an advocate for the LGBT[image: External link] community.[312]

In 2011, President Michel Martelly[image: External link] of Haiti awarded Clinton with the National Order of Honour and Merit[image: External link] to the rank of Grand Cross "for his various initiatives in Haiti and especially his high contribution to the reconstruction of the country after the earthquake of January 12, 2010". Clinton declared at the ceremony that "in the United States of America, I really don't believe former American presidents need awards anymore, but I am very honored by this one, I love Haiti, and I believe in its promise".[313]

U.S. President Barack Obama awarded Clinton the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] on November 20, 2013.[314]
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 Electoral history






	Year
	Office
	District
	Democratic
	Republican
	Other



	1974
	Arkansas 3rd congressional district
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48.17%
	John Paul Hammerschmidt
	51.83%
	
	



	1976
	Arkansas Attorney General
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	



	1978
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Lynn Lowe
	37%
	
	



	1980
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48%
	Frank White
	52%
	
	



	1982
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	55%
	Frank White
	45%
	
	



	1984
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Woody Freeman
	37%
	
	



	1986
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	64%
	Frank White
	36%
	
	



	1990
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	57%
	Sheffield Nelson
	42%
	
	



	1992
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	43%
	George H. W. Bush
	37%
	Ross Perot (I)
	19%



	1996
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	49%
	Bob Dole
	41%
	Ross Perot (Reform)
	8%
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 Authored books





	Between Hope and History. New York: Times Books. 1996. ISBN  978-0-8129-2913-3[image: External link].

	My Life (1st ed.). New York: Vintage Books. 2004. ISBN  978-1-4000-3003-3[image: External link].

	Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World (1st ed.). New York: Knopf. 2007. ISBN  0-307-26674-5[image: External link].

	Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy[image: External link]. Knopf. 2011. ISBN  978-0-307-95975-1[image: External link].
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 Recordings




Bill Clinton is one of the narrators on a 2003 recording of Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link]'s Peter and the Wolf, on Pentatone[image: External link], together with Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] and Sophia Loren[image: External link].
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 See also





	Clinton family

	Clinton School of Public Service

	Gun control policy of the Clinton Administration

	Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States by previous experience[image: External link]
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Clinton Family






This article is about the family related to Bill Clinton. For other Clinton families, see Clinton[image: External link].

The Clinton family is a prominent American political family[image: External link] related to Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States, and his wife Hillary Clinton. Their immediate family was the First Family of the United States from 1993 to 2001. In 2016, Hillary Clinton became the first female presidential nominee from a major political party in United States history. The Clintons (Bill and Hillary) are the first married couple, each to be nominated for president.[1]
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Bill Clinton's father, William Jefferson Blythe Jr. (February 27, 1918 – May 17, 1946), was a traveling heavy equipment salesman who died in a car crash three months before Bill was born.[2] Blythe was born as one of nine children to William Jefferson Blythe Sr. (1884–1935), a poor farmer in Sherman[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], and his wife, the former Lou Birchie Ayers (1893–1946). He was of English[image: External link] and Scots[image: External link] descent, with family lines in North America since the days of the thirteen colonies[image: External link].[3]

Blythe was married four times. He married for the first time in December 1935, and the bride was Virginia Adele Gash; they were divorced only thirteen months later. Although no child was born to the couple during their marriage, they later had a son together. After the divorce, Virginia moved to California[image: External link] and married first a man named Coffelt, then a man named Charles Ritzenthaler. However, she and Blythe remained friends, and she visited him on occasion. A son was conceived during these visits, and Henry Leon Blythe was born in Sherman, Texas[image: External link], on June 17, 1938, some eighteen months after his parents had been divorced. Henry's parents lost touch with each other when he was an infant, after his father briefly married and divorced his mother's sister, and he never knew his biological father or paternal siblings. Later in life, Henry Leon Blythe took the name "Henry Leon Ritzenthaler" in honor of a step-father. He ran several small businesses in Paradise, California[image: External link], including a janitorial business, and died in 2009. He was unaware of his connection to the future president until the presidential campaign of 1992, when a Washington Post[image: External link] investigation, based on birth registry records, revealed details of Bill Clinton's family. Ritzenthaler met his half-brother for the first time around that time, and the physical resemblance between them was remarked upon.[4]

Blythe's second marriage happened in December 1940 when, nearly four years after his divorce from Virginia Adele Gash, Blythe married her sister, Minnie Faye Gash. This marriage was annulled only four months later, in April 1941, and there were no children. Barely days after the annulment, in May 3, 1941, Blythe married again. His third wife was Wanetta Ellen Alexander of Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link]. Wanetta gave birth to Blythe's daughter on May 11, 1941, exactly eight days after their wedding. She had become pregnant with Blythe's child even before he had married Minnie Faye Gash in December 1940. The daughter thus born to Wanetta and Blythe is Sharon Lee Blythe Pettijohn, who is still alive in 2016. Blythe and Wanetta were formally divorced three years later, in April 1944. They lost touch immediately afterwards; Wanetta, who eventually settled in Tucson, Arizona[image: External link], had no inkling of Blythe's subsequent history until the presidential campaign of 1992 and the Washington Post story. Upon seeing old photographs of Bill Clinton's father flashed on TV, Wanetta "swears on a stack of Bibles ...... that that was the man she was married to" said her son-in-law Bob Pettijohn, Sharon Lee Blythe Pettijohn's husband.

Blythe's divorce from Wanetta Alexander was granted by court in April 1944. Seven months before that, in September 1943, Blythe had already "married" Virginia Dell Cassidy of Bodcaw, Arkansas[image: External link]. Blythe and Cassidy remained married until his death in May 1946, which happened in a car crash. On August 19, 1946, three months after Blythe's death, Cassidy gave birth to their only child, the future Bill Clinton. Cassidy had no knowledge of Blythe's previous marriages until decades later.[5]
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 Maternal family




Bill Clinton's mother, Virginia Dell Cassidy (later Virginia Dell Blythe Clinton Dwire Kelley), was born in Bodcaw, Arkansas on June 6, 1923. She was the only child of James Eldridge Cassidy (1898–1957), a grocer, by his wife Edith Grisham Cassidy (1901–1968), a nurse anesthetist. Bill Clinton's father, William J. Blythe, was her first husband, and she married him in September 1943, when she was 20 and he was 33 years old. On the day of their wedding, Blythe was still legally married to his third wife Wanetta; his divorce from her was finalized only in April the following year. However, Cassidy may not have known of this circumstance at that time, and certainly did not know of Blythe's first two marriages until decades after his death. After Blythe died, she moved back with her parents, gave birth to a son three months later, and named him William Jefferson Blythe III in honor of his paternal grandfather. This was the future Bill Clinton.

In 1950, four years after Blythe's death, the young widow married car salesman Roger Clinton Sr. (July 23, 1908 – November 8, 1967). Roger was born in Yell County, Arkansas[image: External link], in July 1908 to Allen W. Clinton (August 26, 1880 – June 14, 1965) and Eula Cornwell Clinton (May 29, 1882 – October 10, 1975).[6] The marriage produced one child, the actor and musician Roger Clinton Jr., who was born in 1956 and is the only one of Bill Clinton's siblings to have been raised with him and have a close relationship with him. In 1962, Roger and Virginia Clinton suffered a crisis in their marriage; they got divorced and then remarried in quick succession within that year. At this time, the 16-year-old William Jefferson Blythe III officially adopted his step-father's surname as his own and took the name William Jefferson Clinton. Roger Clinton died in 1967 after seventeen years of marriage.

In January 3, 1969, only one year after Roger Clinton's death, his widow married for the third time. Her groom, Jeff Dwire (June 6, 1923 – August 1974), was the same age as she, and had three daughters by a previous marriage. After briefly serving in the military, he had worked as a carpenter, a hairdresser, a judo[image: External link] teacher and a football coach, and had run a string of small businesses, including building houses, dealing in oil-well equipment and selling financial securities. What alarmed Virginia's family and friends was the fact that he had served nine months in prison during 1962 for stock fraud. However, Bill Clinton was supportive of the new man in his mother's life; he served as Best Man and also played and sang at the wedding reception. The marriage, which produced no children, lasted until Dwire died in August 1974 from complications arising from diabetes[image: External link].

In January 1982, Virginia Dwire married for the fourth and last time to Richard Kelley[image: External link]. This marriage, which produced no children, lasted until Virginia's death from breast cancer on January 6, 1994. In later life, Virginia was insistent that all official documents refer to her by her full and chosen name, "Virginia Dell Blythe Clinton Dwire Kelley."
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 Family of Chelsea Clinton




Bill and Hillary Clinton's daughter Chelsea Victoria Clinton was born on February 27, 1980, in Little Rock[image: External link], Pulaski County, Arkansas[image: External link], while her father was Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]. On July 31, 2010, Clinton and investment banker Marc Mezvinsky[image: External link] were married in an interfaith ceremony[image: External link] in Rhinebeck, New York[image: External link].[7] Mezvinsky (born December 15, 1977) is the son of former members of Congress Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky[image: External link] and Edward Mezvinsky[image: External link], and was raised in the Conservative Jewish[image: External link] tradition.[8] The senior Clintons and Mezvinskys were friends in the 1990s and their children met on a Renaissance Weekend[image: External link] retreat in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina[image: External link].[8] They first were reported to be a couple in 2005, and became engaged over Thanksgiving[image: External link] weekend in 2009.[9] Following their wedding, the couple lived for three years in New York City's Gramercy Park[image: External link] neighborhood,[10] later purchasing a condominium in the NoMad[image: External link] District of Manhattan for $10.5 million.[11] Clinton announced in April 2014 that they were expecting their first child.[12] Their daughter Charlotte Clinton Mezvinsky, was born September 2014,[13] and their son Aidan Clinton Mezvinsky, was born in June 2016.[14][15] Shortly after Aidan was born, the family moved to the nearby Flatiron District[image: External link].[16] Chelsea Clinton worked as an NBC reporter and currently works with the Clinton Foundation.[17]
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 Pets




See also: Dear Socks, Dear Buddy[image: External link]


While living in the White House the Clintons had two pets: a cat named Socks and a dog named Buddy. Socks, born about 1989, was adopted by the Clintons in 1991.[18] The cat was left under the care of Bill Clinton's secretary Betty Currie, residing with her until Socks' death on February 20, 2009, euthanized due to cancer of the jaw.[19] Buddy, a Labrador Retriever[image: External link] born on August 7, 1997, was acquired by the Clintons on December 5, 1997. Buddy was named after Clinton's late great uncle Henry Oren Grisham, nicknamed "Buddy". The Clintons kept Buddy after they left the White House in January 2001 however the dog was hit by a car on January 2, 2002, and died.[20] The two pets were reported to not get along.[21] Clinton adopted a new dog in 2005, whom he named Seamus.[22]
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 Offices held




Bill Clinton


	
Attorney General of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1977 – January 1979)

	
Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1979 – January 1981; January 1983 – December 1992)

	
President of the United States (January 1993 – January 2001)



Hillary Clinton


	
First Lady of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1979 – January 1981; January 1983 – December 1992)

	
First Lady of the United States (January 1993 – January 2001)

	
United States Senator from New York[image: External link] (January 2001 – January 2009)

	
United States Secretary of State[image: External link] (January 2009 – February 2013)



Clinton was the third female Secretary of State and the first former First Lady to hold political office. In addition, she was the runner-up for Democratic primary for president in 2008[image: External link] and was the Democratic nominee in 2016[image: External link].
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Electoral history of Bill Clinton






Electoral history of Bill Clinton, 42nd President of the United States (1993–2001); 40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] (1979–1981 and 1983–1992).
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 Congressional races




Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 59,697 (43.60%)

	
Gene Rainwater - 36,145 (26.40%)

	
David Stewart - 34,959 (25.53%)

	
James A. Scanlon - 6,121 (4.47%)



Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974 (Democratic primary runoff)


	
Bill Clinton - 37,788 (68.96%)

	
Gene Rainwater - 17,011 (31.04%)



Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974


	
John Paul Hammerschmidt[image: External link] (R) (inc.) - 89,324 (51.83%)

	
Bill Clinton (D) - 83,030 (48.17%)
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 Statewide races in Arkansas




Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], 1976 (Democratic primary):[1]


	
Bill Clinton - 56%

	
George Jernigan - 25%

	
Clarence Cash - 19%



Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], 1976


	
Bill Clinton (D) - elected unopposed



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 341,118 (59.55%)

	
Joe Woodward - 123,674 (21.59%)

	
Frank Lady - 76,026 (13.27%)

	
Randall Mathis - 26,096 (4.56%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] - 5,898 (1.03%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978


	
Bill Clinton (D) - 335,101 (63.36%)

	
Lynn Lowe[image: External link] (R) - 193,746 (36.64%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 306,735 (68.87%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] - 138,660 (31.13%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980


	
Frank D. White[image: External link] (R) - 435,684 (51.93%)

	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 403,241 (48.07%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 236,961 (41.78%)

	
Joe Purcell[image: External link] - 166,066 (29.28%)

	
Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link] - 129,362 (22.81%)

	
Kim Hendren[image: External link] - 21,829 (3.85%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] - 12,907 (2.28%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982 (Democratic primary runoff)


	
Bill Clinton - 239,209 (53.69%)

	
Joe Purcell[image: External link] - 206,358 (46.31%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982


	
Bill Clinton (D) - 431,855 (54.71%)

	
Frank D. White[image: External link] (R) (inc.) - 357,496 (45.29%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1984 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 317,577 (64.46%)

	
Lonnie Turner - 119,266 (24.21%)

	
Kermit Moss - 31,727 (6.44%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] - 24,116 (4.90%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1984


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 554,561 (62.55%)

	
Woody Freeman[image: External link] (R) - 331,987 (37.45%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 315,397 (60.58%)

	
Orval E. Faubus[image: External link] - 174,402 (33.50%)

	
W. Dean Goldsby - 30,829 (5.92%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 439,882 (63.89%)

	
Frank D. White[image: External link] (R) - 248,427 (36.08%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 269,329 (54.84%)

	
Tom McRae[image: External link] - 190,887 (38.87%)

	
Joe Holmes[image: External link] - 9,659 (1.97%)

	
Jerry Tolliver - 8,629 (1.76%)

	
Cyrus Young - 4,301 (0.88%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 400,386 (57.49%)

	
Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] (R) - 295,925 (42.49%)
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 Presidential elections




Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton - 10,482,411 (52.01%)

	
Jerry Brown[image: External link] - 4,071,232 (20.20%)

	
Paul Tsongas[image: External link] - 3,656,010 (18.14%)

	
Unpledged - 750,873 (3.73%)

	
Bob Kerrey[image: External link] - 318,457 (1.58%)

	
Tom Harkin[image: External link] - 280,304 (1.39%)

	
Lyndon LaRouche[image: External link] - 154,599 (0.77%)

	
Eugene McCarthy[image: External link] - 108,678 (0.54%)

	
Charles Woods[image: External link] - 88,948 (0.44%)

	
Larry Agran[image: External link] - 58,611 (0.29%)

	
Ross Perot[image: External link] - 54,755 (0.27%)

	
Ralph Nader[image: External link] - 35,935 (0.18%)

	
Louis Stokes[image: External link] - 29,983 (0.15%)

	
Angus Wheeler McDonald - 9,900 (0.05%)

	
J. Louis McAlpine - 7,911 (0.04%)

	
George W. Benns - 7,887 (0.04%)

	
Rufus T. Higginbotham - 7,705 (0.04%)

	
Tom Howard Hawks - 7,434 (0.04%)

	
Stephen Bruke - 5,261 (0.03%)

	
Tom Laughin - 5,202 (0.03%)

	
Tom Shiekman - 4,965 (0.03%)

	
Jeffrey F. Marsh - 2,445 (0.01%)

	
George Ballard - 2,067 (0.01%)

	
Ray Rollinson - 1,206 (0.01%)

	
Leonora Fulani[image: External link] - 402 (0.00%)

	
Douglas Wilder[image: External link] - 240 (0.00%)



See also: New Hampshire Democratic primary, 1992[image: External link]


1992 Democratic National Convention


	
Bill Clinton - 3,372 (80.27%)

	
Jerry Brown[image: External link] - 596 (14.19%)

	
Paul Tsongas[image: External link] - 209 (4.98%)

	
Robert P. Casey[image: External link] - 10 (0.24%)

	
Patricia Schroeder[image: External link] - 8 (0.19%)

	
Larry Agran[image: External link] - 3 (0.07%)

	
Ron Daniels[image: External link] - 1 (0.02%)

	
Al Gore - 1 (0.02%)

	
Joe Simonetta 1 (0.02%)



United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton/Al Gore (D) - 44,909,806 (43.0%) and 370 electoral votes (32 states and D.C. carried)

	
George H. W. Bush/Dan Quayle[image: External link] (R) (inc.) - 39,104,550 (37.4%) and 168 electoral votes (18 states carried)

	
Ross Perot[image: External link]/James Stockdale[image: External link] (I) - 19,743,821 (18.9%)

	
Andre Marrou[image: External link]/Nancy Lord[image: External link] (Libertarian) - 290,087 (0.3%)

	
Bo Gritz[image: External link]/Cy Minett (Populist) - 106,152 (0.1%)

	
Lenora Fulani[image: External link]/Maria Muñoz[image: External link] (New Alliance) - 73,622 (0.07%)

	
Howard Phillips[image: External link]/Albion Knight, Jr.[image: External link] (Taxpayers) - 43,369 (0.04%)

	Others - 152,516 (0.13%)



Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1996


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 9,706,802 (88.98%)

	
Lyndon LaRouche[image: External link] - 596,422 (5.47%)

	Unpledged - 411,270 (3.77%)



1996 Democratic National Convention


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 4,277 (99.72%)

	Abstaining - 12 (0.28%)



United States presidential election, 1996[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton/Al Gore (D) (inc.) - 47,402,357 (49.2%) and 379 electoral votes (31 states and D.C. carried)

	
Bob Dole[image: External link]/Jack Kemp[image: External link] (R) - 39,198,755 (40.7%) and 159 electoral votes (19 states carried)

	
Ross Perot[image: External link]/Pat Choate[image: External link] (Reform) - 8,085,402 (8.4%)

	
Ralph Nader[image: External link]/Winona LaDuke[image: External link] (Green) - 685,297 (0.7%)

	
Harry Browne[image: External link]/Jo Jorgensen[image: External link] (Libertarian) - 485,798 (0.5%)

	
Howard Phillips[image: External link]/Herbert Titus[image: External link] (Taxpayers) - 184,820 (0.2%)

	
John Hagelin[image: External link]/Michael Tompkins[image: External link] (Natural Law) - 113,670 (0.1%)

	Others - 121,534 (0.1%)
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	Electoral history of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]
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Bill Clinton sexual misconduct Allegations






Bill Clinton, the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States (1993–2001), has been publicly accused of sexual misconduct[image: External link] by three women. Apart from these three accusers, many other women have accused Clinton of consensual adultery.

Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link] accused Clinton of rape[image: External link]; Kathleen Willey[image: External link] accused Clinton of groping her without consent; and Paula Jones accused Clinton of exposing himself and sexually harassing her. Charges of sexual misconduct somewhat gained heightened publicity during Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link]. In addition to these accusers, several other women have accused Clinton of consensual adultery[image: External link].

Of all the allegations made against him regarding his sexual history, Clinton has only admitted extramarital relationships with Monica Lewinsky and Gennifer Flowers[image: External link]. Through his representatives, he has responded to the allegations by attempting to discredit the credibility of the accusers, noting that (in the case of Broaddrick and Willey) they previously testified, under oath, that Clinton never made unwanted advances. Several witnesses close to Willey and Jones state that the two women described their encounter with Clinton as consensual.

The three accusers, Willey, Broaddrick and Jones, reemerged in the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign[image: External link] as critics of Hillary Clinton (accusing her of enabling her husband's alleged sexual assault) and as supporters of Republican nominee Donald Trump[image: External link], who himself was also facing sexual assault allegations during the campaign[image: External link]. They appeared as debate guests at the second 2016 presidential debate, alongside Kathy Shelton[image: External link] (who as a minor was raped by a man Hillary Clinton represented as a public defender), and referenced Bill Clinton in pre-debate statements. They also defended Trump from accusations of sexual misconduct arising from comments Trump made in a leaked video tape.
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 Juanita Broaddrick




In a 1999 episode of Dateline NBC[image: External link], former Bill Clinton volunteer Juanita Broaddrick alleged that, in the late 1970s, Clinton raped her in her hotel room. According to Broaddrick, she agreed to meet with Clinton for coffee in the lobby of her hotel, but Clinton asked if they could go to her room to avoid a crowd of reporters; she agreed. Once Clinton had isolated her in her hotel room, Broaddrick states that he raped her. Broaddrick stated Clinton injured her lip by biting it during the assault.[1][2] In 1999, Clinton denied Broaddrick's allegations through his lawyer.

Supporters of Clinton have questioned her account by noting that Broaddrick continued to support Clinton, and appear at public events on his behalf, weeks after the alleged rape, along with the fact that Broaddrick stated that she couldn't remember the exact date the alleged incident occurred.[3] In addition, Broaddrick had once signed a deposition, under oath, stating that no sexual contact had occurred with Bill Clinton; although she subsequently stated that she had made this claim because "I didn't want to be forced to testify about the most horrific event of my life."[4][5] In 1999, Slate magazine published an inconclusive piece on whether Broaddrick was telling the truth.[6] She was then subpoenaed but denied under oath that Clinton had raped her, in order, she later said[by whom?[image: External link]], to protect her privacy, her husband and her horse-farm business. During the Clinton impeachment proceedings, Broaddrick changed course and publicly alleged the President had raped her to ABC news. She stated that in 1978 that she revealed the alleged assault to five intimates, and that they advised her not to cause trouble for herself by going public.

Broaddrick's allegations resurfaced in the 2016 presidential campaign. In various media interviews, Broaddrick stated that Clinton raped her and that Hillary Clinton knew about it, and tried to threaten Broaddrick into remaining silent. She said that she started giving some interviews in 2015 because Hillary Clinton's statement that victims of sexual assault should be believed angered her.[7] In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Paula Jones and Kathleen Willey), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Paula Jones




According to Paula Jones' account, on May 8, 1991, she was escorted to Clinton's hotel room in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link][8] where he propositioned and exposed himself to her. She claimed she kept quiet about the incident until 1994, when a David Brock[image: External link] story in the American Spectator magazine printed an account. In any case, in 1994, Jones filed a federal lawsuit against Clinton, alleging sexual harassment. In the discovery stage[image: External link] of the suit, Jones's lawyers had the opportunity to question Clinton under oath about his sexual history; in the course of this testimony, Clinton denied having had a sexual affair with Monica Lewinsky, a denial that (once his affair with Lewinsky was exposed) would lead to his impeachment for perjury and obstruction of justice.[9]

Several witnesses disputed Jones's account, including her sister and brother-in-law. These witnesses contended that she had described her encounter with Clinton as "happy" and "gentle." In addition, Jones had claimed to friends that Clinton had a particular deformity on his penis, a claim that was revealed to be false by investigators.[10]

In April 1998, the case was dismissed by Republican Judge Susan Webber Wright as lacking legal merit.[11] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[12] (This admission indicated that Clinton may have lied under oath when he testified, in the Jones case, that he had never had a sexual relationship with Lewinsky.)

On appeal, in the midst of his trial for impeachment based on his testimony in the Jones case, Clinton was faced with the prospect of having to go under oath again and testify more about his sexual history. Instead, Clinton agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying Jones and her lawyers $850,000 to drop the suit; the vast majority of this money was used to pay Jones's legal fees.[13] Clinton's lawyer said that the President made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[14]

In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Juanita Broaddrick and Kathleen Willey), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Kathleen Willey




In 1998, Kathleen Willey alleged Clinton groped her without consent in the White House Oval Office in 1993.[15] Kenneth Starr granted her immunity for her testimony in his separate inquiry.[16][17]

Linda Tripp, the Clinton Administration staffer who secretly taped her phone conversations with Monica Lewinsky in order to expose the latter's affair with the President, testified under oath that Willey's sexual contact with President Clinton in 1993 was consensual, that Willey had been flirting with the President, and that Willey was happy and excited following her 1993 encounter with Clinton.[18] Six other friends of Willey confirmed Tripp's account, that Willey had sought a sexual relationship with the President.[19] Ken Starr, who had deposed Willey in the course of investigating the sexual history of President Clinton, determined that she had lied under oath repeatedly to his investigators. Starr and his team therefore concluded that there was insufficient evidence to pursue her allegations further. In 2007 Willey published a book about her experiences with the Clintons.[20]

In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Paula Jones and Juanita Broaddrick), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Joy Behar controversy




Two decades after most of the events in question, on the U.S. television program The View[image: External link] co-host Joy Behar[image: External link] referred to Bill Clinton's accusers as " tramps[image: External link]." Behar apologized for the sexual slur[image: External link] shortly afterwards.[21][22][23][24]
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Several books have been published related to these incidents. These are:


	
High Crimes and Misdemeanors: The Case Against Bill Clinton[image: External link] (1998) by Ann Coulter[image: External link]


	
No One Left to Lie To: The Triangulations of William Jefferson Clinton[image: External link] (1999) by Christopher Hitchens[image: External link]


	
Our President/Their Scandal: The Role of the British Press in Keeping the Clinton Scandals Alive[image: External link] (1999) By Michael Goldfarb and Shorenstein Fellow

	
The Hunting of the President[image: External link] (2000) by Joe Conason[image: External link] and Gene Lyons[image: External link]


	
Their Lives: The Women Targeted by the Clinton Machine[image: External link] (2005) by Candice E. Jackson

	
The Clintons’ War on Women (2015) by Roger Stone[image: External link], ISBN 978-1510706781[image: External link]
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	Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations[image: External link]
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The presidency of Bill Clinton began on January 20, 1993 at noon Eastern Standard Time[image: External link], when Bill Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States, and ended on January 20, 2001. His running mate, Al Gore, took office as Vice President[image: External link] on the same day. Clinton, a Democrat[image: External link], took office after defeating Republican[image: External link] incumbent[image: External link] President George H. W. Bush and Independent[image: External link] businessman Ross Perot[image: External link] in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. Four years later, he defeated Perot and Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] to win a second term. During both elections, Clinton ran as a New Democrat[image: External link], and many of his administration's policy proposals reflected his centrist[image: External link], Third Way[image: External link] thinking. The 42nd[image: External link] United States president, he was the first president elected after the end of the Cold War[image: External link], the first Baby Boomer[image: External link] to become president, and also the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to serve two full terms. He was succeeded in office by Republican George W. Bush, who won the 2000 presidential election[image: External link].

The nation experienced an extended period of economic prosperity[image: External link] during the Clinton presidency. Months into his first term, he signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which raised taxes and set the stage for future budget surpluses. He also signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement, a trade pact negotiated by President George H. W. Bush among the United States, Canada, and Mexico. His most ambitious legislative initiative, a plan to provide universal health care[image: External link], never received a vote in Congress after strong lobbying from opponents such as the American Medical Association[image: External link]. Clinton's party suffered a strong rebuke in the 1994 elections[image: External link], and Republicans took control of both houses of Congress for the first time since the 1950s. The "Republican Revolution," as the 1994 elections came to be known, empowered Congressional Republicans led by Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich to propose several conservative policies. While Clinton vetoed many of these policies, he also signed some, including the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act[image: External link]. After disagreements with Congressional Republicans led to two shutdowns of the federal government between 1995 and 1996[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Clinton's first term saw American interventions in Haiti[image: External link] and the Balkans[image: External link] and an emphasis on the peace processes in the Arab-Israeli Conflict[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. Clinton also appointed two Supreme Court Justices: Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] and Stephen Breyer[image: External link].

Clinton's second term saw the first federal budget surpluses since the 1960s, but this was partially overshadowed by his impeachment in 1998. His impeachment arose after he denied having an affair with a White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. Though the House of Representatives voted to impeach Clinton, he was acquitted of all charges by the Senate. In 1997, Clinton signed into law a bill creating the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], which was to help provide health care coverage for millions of children. In 1999, he signed the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link], which allowed for the consolidation of investment banks[image: External link], commercial banks[image: External link], and insurance companies[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Clinton launched a major bombing campaign in the Balkans, which led to the creation of a United Nations protectorate[image: External link] in Kosovo[image: External link]. Clinton also pursued numerous trade agreements, most notably with China[image: External link], which joined the World Trade Organization[image: External link] shortly after Clinton left office.

Since the end of his presidency, historians and political scientists have tended to rank[image: External link] Clinton as an "average" to "above average" president. A 2014 survey of 162 members of the American Political Science Association[image: External link]’s Presidents and Executive Politics section ranked Clinton ninth among the 43 individuals who had at that time been president, immediately beneath Eisenhower[image: External link] and above Andrew Jackson[image: External link].[1]
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In the 1992 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton defeated incumbent Republican president George H. W. Bush to become the first Democratic president since Jimmy Carter[image: External link] left office in 1981. Clinton took office with Democratic majorities in both houses, and attempted to pass an ambitious health care reform bill. Republicans took control of both houses of Congress in 1994 and retained that control[image: External link] throughout Clinton's presidency, but Clinton won reelection in 1996[image: External link]. The administration had a mixed record on taxes and produced the first federal budget surpluses since 1969, for fiscal years 1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001,[2] leading to a decrease in the public debt (though the gross federal debt continued to increase).[3][4][5] Clinton supported the North American Free Trade Agreement, a major free trade agreement[image: External link] with Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link], and he signed the agreement into law in 1994. His presidency saw the passage of welfare reform in Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act[image: External link] which ended Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link] and reduced the number of welfare programs,[6] which received support from both political parties. He also signed the reversal of the Glass-Steagall Act[image: External link], an act which was designed to prevent financial institutions from getting too big to fail[image: External link].[7] He also signed the Commodity Futures Modernization Act[image: External link] which legalized over-the-counter[image: External link] derivatives[image: External link].[8]

Socially, the administration began with efforts by Clinton to allow gays[image: External link] and lesbians[image: External link] to serve in the military, which culminated in a compromise known as "Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link]", allowing (at a statutory level) gays and lesbians to serve in the military if they did not disclose their sexual orientation. The policy remained in effect until it was repealed in 2010[image: External link]. Clinton became the first President to appoint open gays to his Administration, issued executive orders ending the ban on security clearance for LGBT workers[9] and banning any job discrimination based on sexual orientation in civilian public sector employment[10] (he unsuccessfully lobbied for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link]), and dramatically increased federal funding for HIV/AIDS prevention[image: External link]- research[image: External link]- treatment[image: External link]. However Clinton also signed the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link]; while it came to his desk with a veto-proof majority, Clinton's failure to veto DOMA was considered by many to be a blow to the LGBT rights movement[image: External link].[11] Various measures were also introduced to improve the effectiveness of the social safety net[image: External link], including an increase in the number of child care places, a significant expansion of the EITC[image: External link] program, and the introduction of new programs such as SCHIP[image: External link] and a child tax credit.[12]

The 1993 Family and Medical Leave Act, the first law that Clinton signed, ensured parents could take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to care for a newborn or a sick relative without risking their job. Over the next eight years, more than 35 million workers took advantage of the protections of this law. That same year, the Earned Income Tax Credit was expanded to give a larger benefit to working families and allow childless workers to benefit as well. In 1996, Congress passed a 20% increase in the minimum wage, which boosted earnings for nearly 10 million Americans. As part of the Clinton administration’s welfare reforms, over 200,000 people on welfare received housing vouchers to help them move closer to jobs, while a welfare-to-work tax credit encouraged businesses to hire long-term welfare recipients.[13][14] In addition, communities received federal support to design transportation solutions to help low-income workers get to work. Better housing and nutritional support was provided for low-income families, with Congress (under Clinton’s watch) increasing federal support for several critical nutritional and housing support programs. The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children went from average annual funding levels of $2.7 billion in the eight years before Clinton took office to $3.9 billion under his presidency, while the Food Stamp program went from an average of $21.3 billion a year to $24.9 billion. In terms of housing, funding for federal housing assistance grew from an average of $20.4 billion a year in the eight years before Clinton’s term to an average of $29 billion a year during his presidency. In 1993, AmeriCorps was established, a community service program that provided young people with an opportunity to serve their communities and earn money for college or skills training. In just five years, nearly 200,000 young people were enrolled in the program. In 1997, a child tax credit was introduced that directly reduced a family’s income tax bill by $500 per eligible child. In addition, federal funding for the Head Start program rose from $3.3 billion (in constant 2000 dollars) to $5.3 billion in 2000.[15]

Additionally, greater funds were allocated to education. Federal funding for primary and secondary education rose from an average of $8.5 billion (in the eight years before Clinton's inauguration) to $11.1 billion. This increase was supported by the Improving America’s Schools Act, which reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to improve accountability in schools by helping low-income students and allowing for the incorporation of technology into curricula so every student could benefit from the technological revolution. Federal support for higher education was expanded, with the maximum Pell Grant award increased and funding levels for student financial assistance increased by 20% by the end of Clinton’s term. Also, the 1993 Student Loan Reform Act introduced direct federal student loans, leading to lower borrowing costs for students and billions in savings for the federal government.

In 1997, two tax credits were passed to help defray the costs of higher education: the Hope Scholarship tax credit and the Lifetime Learning tax credit. Federal funding for scientific research was boosted, with funding for the National Science Foundation increased by more than 30%, and the annual budget for the Department of Energy’s Office of Science nearly doubled to $2.8 billion.[15] The GEAR UP college preparation program, launched in 1998, started to provide federal grants to high-poverty middle schools and high schools. All students within those schools were provided with services to help them succeed in school and enter college, and as of 2000-2001, 200,000 students were served by GEAR UP.[16]

The National Institutes of Health spent approximately $9 billion a year under President Reagan[image: External link], but under Clinton, Congress boosted NIH funding by 40 percent to average $12.7 billion. By 2000 federal NIH funding had surpassed $15 billion a year, a 50% increase over NIH spending when Clinton first took office, and the highest level of funding ever given for research on health and disease. To increase Internet access and reduce the “digital divide”, funding for Community Technology Centers (which were located in urban and rural neighborhoods that had little or no Internet access) was tripled. Expanded Educational technology was expanded, with the amount spent on educational technology increased from $27 million in 1994 to $769 million by 2000. As part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, “E-Rate" subsidized Internet access for schools and libraries.

Under Clinton’s direction, lenders covered under the Community Reinvestment Act stepped up their efforts, with banks and thrifts subject to CRA making $800 billion in sustainable home mortgage, small-business, and community development loans to low- and moderate-income borrowers and communities from 1993 to 1999. In 2001, the New Markets and Community Renewal initiative was passed by Congress; it invested $25 billion in new incentives for growth in low-income communities to create nine new Empowerment Zones, bringing the total created under Clinton to 40. The low-income housing tax credit was increased to build an additional 700,000 units of affordable housing, and the New Markets Tax Credit was created, which encouraged venture capital firms to support small-business startups and rural development. In addition, 40 Renewal Communities were created with targeted, pro-growth tax benefits to spur robust outside investment. As a means of creating a nationwide network of community development banks, the Treasury Department’s Community Development Financial Institutions Fund was established. By 2000, the CDFI Fund had issued $436 million in total grants, loans, equity investments, and technical assistance to local financial institutions, banks, and thrifts, which increased their community development activities by upward of $2.4 billion.[15] In 1999, the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act, designed to help beneficiaries of SSI who wished to work to join the workforce without losing their Medicaid benefits, was signed into law.[17]

Clinton considered himself a "New Democrat[image: External link]" and was a founding member of the Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link], a centrist[image: External link] group of Democrats[image: External link], who promoted moderate social positions and neoliberal[image: External link] economic policies. This centrist style of government is often described as a "Third Way[image: External link]" between left-wing and right-wing politics, and was also adopted by Clinton's contemporary, British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link]. Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating for a US president since World War II, but he was the first US president to be impeached[image: External link] since Andrew Johnson[image: External link] (mainly as a result of the Lewinsky scandal) and only the second in US history. Like Johnson, however, he was acquitted by the Senate.
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 Major legislation signed







	
1993


	February 5: Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link]


	May 20: National Voter Registration Act of 1993[image: External link]


	August 10: Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link]


	September 21: National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993 (Created the AmeriCorps program)

	November 16: Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993[image: External link]


	November 30: Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act[image: External link]




1994


	May 26: Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act[image: External link]


	September 13: Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act[image: External link]


	September 13: Violence Against Women Act[image: External link]


	October 20: Improving America's Schools Act of 1994[image: External link]


	October 25: Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act[image: External link]


	October 31: California Desert Protection Act of 1994[image: External link]




1995


	January 23: Congressional Accountability Act of 1995[image: External link]


	December 19: Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995[image: External link]


	December 29: Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act[image: External link]




1996


	February 8: Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link]


	April 24: Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996[image: External link]


	May 17: Megan's Law[image: External link]


	August 3: Food Quality Protection Act of 1996[image: External link]


	August 20: Small Business Job Protection Act of 1996[image: External link]


	August 21: Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act[image: External link]


	August 22: Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act[image: External link]


	September 21: Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link]


	September 26: Mental Health Parity Act[image: External link]


	September 30: illegal immigration reform and immigrant responsibility act of 1996




	
1997


	August 5: Balanced Budget Act of 1997 created the state children health insurance program

	August 5: Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997[image: External link]


	November 19: Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link]




1998


	August 7: Workforce Investment Act of 1998[image: External link]


	October 31: Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link]


	November 3: Securities Litigation Uniform Standards Act[image: External link]




1999


	November 12: Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link]


	December 14: Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link]




2000


	October 30: Child Citizenship Act of 2000[image: External link]


	December 21: Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000[image: External link]
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 Major legislation vetoed




See also: List of United States presidential vetoes[image: External link]



	
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act[image: External link]. The veto was overridden.
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 Initiatives





	Healthcare reform[image: External link]

	Tried to get Ehud Barak[image: External link] of Israel[image: External link] and Yasser Arafat[image: External link] of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], to agree to a final settlement agreement[image: External link].

	Initiated the Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link] policy toward gays in the military, 1993.

	Reversed a ban on senior Sinn Féin[image: External link] politicians entering the U.S.

	Proposed a national challenge to end the racial divide in America, the One America Initiative.

	To prepare the United States for the possibility of decreasing greenhouse gas[image: External link] emissions, President Clinton proposed a $6.3 billion Initiative on Global Climate Change.[18]


	
Partnership for Prosperity and Security in the Caribbean[image: External link] (PPS)

	Major treatys signed. North America free trade agreement. Chemical weapons convention treaty
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 First term (1993–1997)




1993 saw the start of America's first Democratic Presidency in 12 years.[19] In his first address to the nation on February 15, 1993, Clinton announced his intention to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit.[20] On February 17, 1993, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress, Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on deficit reduction rather than a middle class tax cut, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[21] Clinton was pressured by his advisers, including future Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin[image: External link], to raise taxes on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[22] In August 1993, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which passed Congress without a single Republican vote. It mandated deficit reduction[23] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of taxpayers, while cutting taxes on 15 million low-income families and making tax cuts available to 90% of small businesses.[24] Clinton's economic plan also included a major expansion of the existing Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], aimed at working-class families just above the poverty line, which helped ensure that it made sense for them to work rather than seek welfare. John F Harris, argues that "this would prove to be one of the most important and tangible progressive achievements of the Clinton years".[25]

The transition period and the first few weeks of the administration in the White House were full of difficulties and drama.[26] In particular, finding someone for the high-profile United States Attorney General[image: External link] position proved problematic. Clinton had vowed to assemble an administration that "looked like America", and it was widely assumed that one of the major cabinet posts would go to a woman;[27] Clinton soon decided that he would appoint a female Attorney General, something women's political action groups were also requesting.[28] Many administration officials reported later that Clinton initially considered nominating the First Lady Hillary Clinton, herself a prominent attorney, but anti-nepotism laws stemming from Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link]'s service in his brother's administration prohibited this.[29][30] Clinton chose little-known corporate lawyer Zoë Baird[image: External link] for the slot, but in what became known as the Nannygate matter, it was revealed that she had hired a Peruvian[image: External link] couple, both illegal immigrants[image: External link], to work in her home. The possibility of the Attorney General having employed illegal immigrants provoked common resentment among a large group of people, who flooded the United States Congress[image: External link] and radio programs.[31] Baird withdrew her nomination and Clinton next chose Kimba Wood[image: External link], who was quickly forced to withdraw due to somewhat similar problems. This led to over a thousand presidential appointment positions being subjected to heightened scrutiny for household help hiring practices, and a consequent significant slowdown in getting new administration positions filled.[32] Janet Reno[image: External link], a Florida state's attorney[image: External link], was nominated for Attorney General a few weeks later, and she won confirmation on March 11, 1993.[33]

Clinton's attempt to fulfill his campaign promise of allowing openly gay men and lesbians serving in the armed forces was the subject of criticism.[34] His handling of the issue garnered criticism from both the left (for being too tentative in promoting gay rights[image: External link]) and the right (for being too insensitive to military life). After much debate, Congress implemented the "Don't ask, don't tell[image: External link]" policy, stating that homosexual men and women may serve in the military as long as their sexuality is kept secret. By 1999, Clinton said what he would "like to do is focus on making the policy we announced back in 1993 work the way it's intended to, because it's out of whack now, and I don't think any serious person could say it's not."[35] Some gay rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise simply to get votes and contributions.[36][37] These advocates felt Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, using President Truman[image: External link]'s desegregation of the armed forces as an example. However, some believed Clinton had faced unfair blame, and that Congress deserved the criticism. In fact, on January 27, a small delegation had visited the White House and told Clinton that if he tried forcing a change by executive order, Congress would pass a bill (with a veto-proof majority) re-writing the existing policy into law.[38] Clinton's defenders argued this could make it harder to integrate the military in the future. Critics, however, said the focus should have been society instead of the military, claiming the military's goal was to defend the nation rather than become a "social Petri dish".[39]

Nannygate, gays in the military, the dropping of a promised middle-class tax cut, the World Trade Center bombing[image: External link], and other issues all contributed to a difficult introduction of the Clinton presidency.[33][40] Clinton experienced the highest disapproval ratings at the start of any presidency since such polling began, until the later presidency of Donald Trump.[41][42][43] His "presidential honeymoon" period was thus extremely brief.[40]

Clinton nonetheless was able to pass major legislation in 1993, including the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link]. Clinton supported the North American Free Trade Agreement, a free trade agreement with Canada and Mexico negotiated by President Bush but supported by many members of the Democratic Leadership Council. Despite opposition from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats, and supporters of Ross Perot[image: External link], the bill passed both houses of Congress and came into force in 1994. Clinton also signed the Brady Bill[image: External link], which imposed a five-day waiting period on handgun purchases,[44] and the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link], which required large employers to allow their employees to take unpaid leave because of pregnancy or serious medical condition(s). In 1994, Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act[image: External link], a major crime bill that included an assault weapons ban[image: External link], an expanded federal death penalty[image: External link], the Violence Against Women Act[image: External link], and several other provisions. Unfortunately, the increased spending and punitive focus of the bill caused a large increase in prison populations.

Perhaps the most prominent item on Clinton's first-term legislative agenda was passage of a health care reform plan[image: External link]. A task force headed by First Lady Hillary Clinton proposed the plan, which aimed to achieve universal coverage via a national healthcare plan. Though initially well received in political circles, it was ultimately doomed by well-organized opposition from conservatives[citation needed[image: External link]], the American Medical Association[image: External link], and the health insurance industry. Despite his party holding a majority in the House and Senate, the effort to create a national healthcare system ultimately died under heavy public pressure. It was the first major legislative defeat of Clinton's administration.

The Clinton-Gore administration launched the first official White House website on October 21, 1994.[45][46] It was revamped three times; the third version was launched in 2000.[47][48] The White House website was part of a general movement by this administration towards web based communication. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to fully utilize information technology to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[49] On March 9, 1996, Clinton and Gore participated in NetDay[image: External link]'96, spending the day at Ygnacio Valley High School[image: External link], as part of the drive to connect California public schools to the Internet. In a speech given at YVH, Clinton stated that he was excited to see that his challenge the previous September to "Californians to connect at least 20% of your schools to the Information Superhighway[image: External link] by the end of this school year" was met. Clinton also described this event as part of a time of "absolutely astonishing transformation; a moment of great possibility. All of you know that the information and technology explosion will offer to you and to the young people of the future more opportunities and challenges than any generation of Americans has ever seen."[50]

The 1994 elections[image: External link] proved disastrous for the Democrats. Republicans, campaigning on their Contract with America[image: External link], took control[image: External link] of both houses of Congress for the first time since the 1950s. Due to the large Republican gains, the 1994 election is sometimes known as the Republican Revolution. Congress passed conservative legislation such as the Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link], which allowed for greater media cross-ownership[image: External link], the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act[image: External link], which reduced welfare spending[image: External link], and the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link], which banned the recognition of same-sex marriages[image: External link]. However, Clinton also vetoed[image: External link] several Republican initiatives, and a showdown over federal spending levels over the 1996 United States federal budget[image: External link] led to two government shutdowns[image: External link] in 1995 and 1996. The shutdown ended after Clinton successfully portrayed the Republicans, led by Newt Gingrich, as "extreme" and "unreasonable."[51]

In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link] a few months later, Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2% of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] (40.7% of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] (18.4% of the popular vote), becoming the first Democrat to serve two full presidential terms since Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]. The Republicans lost a few seats in the House and gained a few in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of Congress.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In 1997, Clinton finally had a chance to sign a major health care bill into law. The State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], passed through the efforts of First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Senator Ted Kennedy[image: External link], and Senator Orrin Hatch[image: External link], expanded coverage to approximately six-million children. Also, through the First Lady's work, childhood immunizations reached over 90% and funding for research on Gulf War Syndrome[image: External link], breast cancer, prostate cancer[image: External link], and asthma[image: External link] was increased.

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act[image: External link], enacted by Clinton on October 21, 1998, served as the first significant amendment to the Copyright Act[image: External link] since 1976. The DMCA provided a framework for sound recording copyright owners[image: External link] and recording artists to seek public performance royalties under statute, which proved to be a landmark achievement for the recording industry.[52]

Throughout 1998 there was a controversy over Clinton's relationship with a young White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. Clinton initially denied the affair while testifying in the Paula Jones sexual harassment lawsuit. The opposing lawyers asked the president about it during his deposition. He stated "I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky. I've never had an affair with her." Four days later he also said, "There is not a sexual relationship, an improper sexual relationship, or any other kind of improper relationship."[53] Clinton then appeared on national television on January 26 and stated: "Listen to me, I'm going to say this again. I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." However, after it was revealed that investigators had obtained a semen-stained dress as well as testimony from Lewinsky, Clinton changed tactics and admitted that an improper relationship with Lewinsky had taken place: "Indeed I did have a relationship with Miss Lewinsky that was not appropriate. In fact, it was wrong. It constituted a critical lapse in judgment and a personal failure on my part for which I am solely and completely responsible." Faced with overwhelming evidence, he apologized to the nation, agreed to pay a $25,000 court fine, settled his sexual harassment lawsuit with Paula Jones for $850,000 and was temporarily disbarred, for a period of five years, from practicing law in Arkansas and before the U.S. Supreme Court. He was not tried for perjury in a court. However, he did admit to "testifying falsely" in a carefully worded statement as part of a deal to avoid indictment for perjury.

On December 19, 1998, in the lame duck[image: External link] session after the 1998 elections, the Republican-controlled House voted to impeach Clinton[image: External link]. After an impeachment trial in the Senate, the Senate voted to fully acquit Clinton in a 50-50 vote; 67 votes were required to remove Clinton from office. All Democrats and five Republican Senators voted to fully acquit Clinton.[54]

In 1999, Clinton signed the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link] (GLBA). GLBA repealed parts of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link], which had prevented one institution from acting as an investment bank[image: External link], commercial bank[image: External link], and insurance[image: External link] company. After Republicans agreed to changes to the Community Reinvestment Act[image: External link], the GLBA overwhelmingly passed both houses of Congress. The legislation was spurred in part by the merger of Citicorp[image: External link] and Travelers Group[image: External link] into Citigroup[image: External link], which the Federal Reserve[image: External link] had allowed under a temporary waiver.

The Elián González affair[image: External link] took prominent stage during early 2000. When his family fled from communist Cuba, the boy survived a boat wreck but his mother died, setting off an international legal fight for where the boy should stay. Eventually the administration, via Janet Reno[image: External link], had González returned to Cuba.

Clinton issued 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[55][56] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich[image: External link] and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham[image: External link], accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[57] Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[58] While the administration saw the expansion of the federal death penalty[image: External link], which Clinton supported, and the end of his tenure he became the first president since John F. Kennedy[image: External link] (who had commuted the military death sentence of seaman Jimmie Henderson[59]) to issue a presidential commutation of a death sentence when he commuted the sentence of David Ronald Chandler to life imprisonment without parole,[60] and ordered a review of a possibly racial disparity in the application of the federal death penalty.

Clinton remained popular with the public throughout his two terms as President, ending his presidential career with a 65% approval rating, the highest end-of-term approval rating of any President since Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] (with Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s approval rating at 64% in 1989, Clinton and Reagan's approval ratings are within margin of error).[61] In addition to his political skills, Clinton also benefited from a boom of the US economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus for the first time since 1969 in the 1998 federal budget; the budgets for 1999, 2000, and 2001 also had surpluses.[2] As a result of this, the public debt decreased, though the gross federal debt continued to increase.[3][4][5]
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Main article: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration


The administration took office less than two years after the fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link], and the administration's foreign policy addressed conflicts in Somalia, Rwanda, Haiti, and the Balkans[image: External link]. In September 1994, Clinton announced his plan to invade Haiti[image: External link] if it refused to restore Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link] to the presidency of Haiti. Operation Uphold Democracy[image: External link], authorized by United Nations Security Council Resolution 940[image: External link], successfully restored Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link] to power as President of Haiti[image: External link].[62] In 1995, Clinton organized an international aid package to rescue Mexico[image: External link] from the Mexican peso crisis[image: External link]. The Clinton administration took a particularly active role in the Balkans, and he initiated NATO-led air campaigns during the Bosnian War[image: External link] and the Kosovo War[image: External link]. After initial successes following the election of Yitzhak Rabin[image: External link] in Israel and the signing of the Oslo Accords[image: External link] in 1993, the Middle East peace process[image: External link] deteriorated over time, breaking down completely with the start of the Second Intifada[image: External link], and the election of Ariel Sharon[image: External link]. The Clinton presidency also saw the passage and signing of the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] of 1998 which was a bipartisan measure expressing support for regime change[image: External link] in Iraq. On three separate occasions, in 1996, 1998, and 2000, the administration unsuccessfully attempted to capture or assassinate Osama Bin Laden[image: External link], who was eventually killed by U.S. special operations forces[image: External link] in 2011. In 2000, Clinton signed a bill granting permanent normal trade relations[image: External link] to China[image: External link], and American imports from China massively increased in the subsequent years.[63]
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See also: 1990s United States boom[image: External link]


Clinton's presidency included a great period of economic growth in America's history. David Greenberg, a professor of history and media studies at Rutgers University[image: External link], opined that:


The Clinton years were unquestionably a time of progress, especially on the economy [...] Clinton's 1992 slogan, 'Putting people first,' and his stress on 'the economy, stupid,' pitched an optimistic if still gritty populism at a middle class that had suffered under Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. [...] By the end of the Clinton presidency, the numbers were uniformly impressive. Besides the record-high surpluses and the record-low poverty rates, the economy could boast the longest economic expansion in history; the lowest unemployment since the early 1970s; and the lowest poverty rates for single mothers, black Americans, and the aged.[64]



In proposing a plan to cut the deficit, Clinton submitted a budget that would cut the deficit by $500 billion over five years by reducing $255 billion of spending and raising taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of Americans.[65] It also imposed a new energy tax on all Americans and subjected about a quarter of those receiving Social Security payments to higher taxes on their benefits.[66]

Republican Congressional leaders launched an aggressive opposition against the bill, claiming that the tax increase would only make matters worse. Republicans were united in this opposition, and every Republican in both houses of Congress voted against the proposal. In fact, it took Vice President Gore's tie-breaking vote in the Senate to pass the bill.[67] After extensive lobbying by the Clinton administration, the House narrowly voted in favor of the bill by a vote of 218 to 216.[68] The budget package expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link] (EITC) as relief to low-income families. It reduced the amount they paid in federal income and Federal Insurance Contributions Act tax[image: External link] (FICA), providing $21 billion in relief for 15 million low-income families. Improved economic conditions and policies served to encourage investors in the bond market, leading to a decline in long-term interest rates. Clinton's final four budgets were balanced budgets[image: External link] with surpluses[image: External link], beginning with the 1997 budget. The surplus money was used to pay down the public debt[image: External link] by $452 billion, though the gross federal debt[image: External link] continued to increase.[3] However, the claimed surplus was only recorded against public debt which was calculated with the exclusion of intragovernmental holdings. This meant that the administration was able to record loans deducted from the social security trust fund as revenue on budget reports, which accounted for the bulk of the surplus money. Calculating both the intragovernmental holdings from the public debt, the lowest deficit was $17.9 billion; in effect, the alleged surplus was, supposedly, a mere accounting fiction.[69][70][71][72][73][74] The total national debt (gross federal debt) rose every year of the Clinton administration from $4.3 trillion to $5.6 trillion and from $5.4 trillion to $5.6 trillion over the years where the surplus was claimed.[75]

The economy continued to grow, and in February 2000, it broke the record for the longest uninterrupted economic expansion in U.S. history.[76][77] However, it has been argued that the strong economic growth of the late-1990s was caused by wrong allocations and malinvestments of the NASDAQ Bubble and Dot-Com Bubble, both of which came to an end in late-2001 through mid-2002.[78] After Republicans won control of Congress in 1994, Clinton vehemently fought their proposed tax cuts, believing that they favored the wealthy and would weaken economic growth. In August 1997, however, Clinton and Congressional Republicans were finally able to reach a compromise on a bill that reduced capital gain and estate taxes and gave taxpayers a credit of $500 per child and tax credits for college tuition and expenses. The bill also called for a new individual retirement account (IRA), called the Roth IRA[image: External link], to allow people to invest taxed income for retirement without having to pay taxes upon withdrawal. Additionally, the law raised the national minimum for cigarette taxes. The next year, Congress approved Clinton's proposal to make college more affordable by expanding federal student financial aid through Pell Grants[image: External link], and lowering interest rates on student loans.

Clinton also battled Congress nearly every session on the federal budget, in an attempt to secure spending on education, government entitlements, the environment, and AmeriCorps—the national service program that was passed by the Democratic Congress in the early days of the Clinton administration. The two sides, however, could not find a compromise and the budget battle came to a stalemate in 1995 over proposed cuts in Medicare[image: External link], Medicaid[image: External link], education, and the environment. After Clinton vetoed numerous Republican spending bills, Republicans in Congress twice refused to pass temporary spending authorizations, forcing the federal government to partially shut down[image: External link] because agencies had no budget on which to operate.[79]

In April 1996, Clinton and Congress finally agreed on a budget that provided money for government agencies until the end of the fiscal year in October. The budget included some of the spending cuts that the Republicans supported (decreasing the cost of cultural, labor, and housing programs) but also preserved many programs that Clinton wanted, including educational and environmental ones.

The Clinton presidency claims responsibility for the following:


	Average economic growth of 4.0% per year, compared to average growth of 2.8% during the previous years. The economy grew for 116 consecutive months, the most in history.[80]


	Creation of more than 22.5 million jobs, the most jobs ever created under a single administration, and more than were created in the previous 12 years. Of the total new jobs, 20.7 million, or 92%, were in the private sector.[81]


	Economic gains spurred an increase in family incomes for all Americans. Since 1993, real median family income increased by $6,338, from $42,612 in 1993 to $48,950 in 1999 (in 1999 dollars).[82]


	Overall unemployment dropped to the lowest level in more than 30 years, down from 6.9% in 1993 to just 4.0% in January 2001. The unemployment rate was below 5% for 40 consecutive months. Unemployment for African Americans fell from 14.2% in 1992 to 7.3% in 2000, the lowest rate on record. Unemployment for Hispanics fell from 11.8% in October 1992 to 5.0% in 2000, also the lowest rate on record.[81]


	Inflation dropped to its lowest rate since the Kennedy Administration, averaging 2.5%, and fell from 4.7% during the previous administration.[83]


	The homeownership rate reached 67.7% near the end of the Clinton administration, the highest rate on record. In contrast, the homeownership rate fell from 65.6% in the first quarter of 1981 to 63.7% in the first quarter of 1993.[84]


	The poverty rate also declined from 15.1% in 1993 to 11.8% in 1999, the largest six-year drop in poverty in nearly 30 years. This left 7 million fewer people in poverty than there were in 1993.[85]


	The surplus in fiscal year 2000 was $237 billion—the third consecutive surplus and the largest surplus ever.[84]


	Clinton worked with the Republican-led Congress to enact welfare reform. As a result, welfare rolls dropped dramatically and were the lowest since 1969. Between January 1993 and September 1999, the number of welfare recipients dropped by 7.5 million (a 53% decline) to 6.6 million. In comparison, between 1981 and 1992 (a span of 11 years), the number of welfare recipients increased by 2.5 million (a 22% increase) to 13.6 million people.[86]
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Clinton made it one of his goals as president to pass trade legislation that lowered the barriers to trade with other nations. He broke with many of his supporters, including labor unions, and those in his own party to support free-trade legislation.[88] Opponents argued that lowering tariffs[image: External link] and relaxing rules on imports would cost American jobs because people would buy cheaper products from other countries. Clinton countered that free trade would help America because it would allow the U.S. to boost its exports and grow the economy. Clinton also believed that free trade could help move foreign nations to economic and political reform.

The three-nation NAFTA was signed by President George H. W. Bush during December 1992, pending its ratification by the legislatures of the three countries. Clinton did not alter the original agreement, but complemented it with the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation and the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation, making NAFTA the first "green" trade treaty and the first trade treaty concerned with each country's labor laws, albeit with very weak sanctions.[89] NAFTA provided for gradually reduced tariffs and the creation of a free-trading bloc of North American countries–the United States, Canada, and Mexico[image: External link]. Opponents of NAFTA, led by Ross Perot, claimed it would force American companies to move their workforces to Mexico, where they could produce goods with cheaper labor and ship them back to the United States at lower prices. Clinton, however, argued that NAFTA would increase U.S. exports and create new jobs. Clinton while signing the NAFTA bill stated, "…NAFTA means jobs. American jobs, and good-paying American jobs. If I didn't believethat, I wouldn't support this agreement.”[90] He convinced many Democrats to join most Republicans in supporting trade agreement, and in 1993, the Congress passed the treaty.[91]

Clinton also held meetings with leaders of Pacific Rim[image: External link] nations to discuss lowering trade barriers. In November 1993, he hosted a meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC) in Seattle[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], which was attended by the leaders of 12 Pacific Rim nations. In 1994, Clinton arranged an agreement in Indonesia[image: External link] with Pacific Rim nations to gradually remove trade barriers and open their markets.

Officials in the Clinton administration also participated in the final round of trade negotiations sponsored by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link] (GATT), an international trade organization. The negotiations had been ongoing since 1986. In a rare move, Clinton convened Congress to ratify the trade agreement in the winter of 1994, during which the treaty was approved. As part of the GATT agreement, a new international trade body, the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO), replaced GATT in 1995. The new WTO had stronger authority to enforce trade agreements and covered a wider range of trade than did GATT.

Clinton faced his first defeat on trade legislation during his second term. In November 1997, the Republican-controlled Congress delayed voting on a bill to restore a presidential trade authority that had expired in 1994. The bill would have given the president the authority to negotiate trade agreements which the Congress was not authorized to modify–known as "fast-track negotiating" because it streamlines the treaty process. Clinton was unable to generate sufficient support for the legislation, even among the Democratic Party.

Clinton faced yet another trade setback in December 1999, when the WTO met in Seattle for a new round of trade negotiations. Clinton hoped that new agreements on issues such as agriculture and intellectual property could be proposed at the meeting, but the talks fell through. Anti-WTO protesters in the streets of Seattle disrupted the meetings[92] and the international delegates attending the meetings were unable to compromise mainly because delegates from smaller, poorer countries resisted Clinton's efforts to discuss labor and environmental standards.[93]

That same year, Clinton signed a landmark trade agreement with the People's Republic of China. The agreement, the result of more than a decade of negotiations, would lower many trade barriers between the two countries, making it easier to export U.S. products (such as automobiles, banking services, and motion pictures). However, the agreement could only take effect if China was accepted into the WTO and was granted permanent "normal trade relations" status by the U.S. Congress. Under the pact, the United States would support China's membership in the WTO. Many Democrats as well as Republicans were reluctant to grant permanent status to China because they were concerned about human rights in the country and the impact of Chinese imports on U.S. industries and jobs. Congress, however, voted in 2000 to grant permanent normal trade relations with China. Several economic studies have since been released that indicate the increase in trade resulting lowered American prices and increased the U.S. GDP by 0.7% throughout the following decade.[94]

The Clinton administration negotiated a total of about 300 trade agreements with other countries.[95] Clinton's last treasury secretary, Lawrence Summers[image: External link], stated that the lowered tariffs that resulted from Clinton's trade policies, which reduced prices to consumers and kept inflation low, were technically "the largest tax cut in the history of the world."[96]
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Main articles: List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton and Bill Clinton judicial appointment controversies


Clinton appointed the following justices to the Supreme Court:


	
Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] – 1993, replacing Byron White[image: External link]. Ginsburg was the second woman to win confirmation as a Supreme Court Justice, following Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link].

	
Stephen Breyer[image: External link] – 1994, replacing Harry Blackmun[image: External link].



Clinton also appointed 66 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link] and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. Among Clinton's appellate appointees were future Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] and Merrick Garland[image: External link], who was nominated[image: External link] to the Supreme Court in 2016.
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	The Clinton Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Bill Clinton
	1993–2001



	Vice President[image: External link]
	Al Gore
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of State[image: External link]
	Warren Christopher[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Madeleine Albright[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Lloyd Bentsen[image: External link]
	1993–1994



	Robert Rubin[image: External link]
	1995–1999



	Lawrence Summers[image: External link]
	1999–2001



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	Les Aspin[image: External link]
	1993–1994



	William Perry[image: External link]
	1994–1997



	William Cohen[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Janet Reno[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Bruce Babbitt[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Mike Espy[image: External link]
	1993–1994



	Daniel Glickman[image: External link]
	1995–2001



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Ron Brown[image: External link]
	1993–1996



	Mickey Kantor[image: External link]
	1996–1997



	William Daley[image: External link]
	1997–2000



	Norman Mineta[image: External link]
	2000–2001



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Robert Reich[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Alexis Herman[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Donna Shalala[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Richard Riley[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Henry Cisneros[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Andrew Cuomo[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Federico Peña[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Rodney Slater[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	Hazel O'Leary[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Federico Peña[image: External link]
	1997–1998



	Bill Richardson[image: External link]
	1998–2001



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	Jesse Brown[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Togo West[image: External link]
	1998–2000



	
Hershel W. Gober[image: External link], act.

	2000–2001



	



	Chief of Staff[image: External link]
	Mack McLarty[image: External link]
	1993–1994



	Leon Panetta[image: External link]
	1994–1997



	Erskine Bowles[image: External link]
	1997–1998



	John Podesta[image: External link]
	1998–2001



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link]
	Carol Browner[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget[image: External link]
	Leon Panetta[image: External link]
	1993–1994



	Alice Rivlin[image: External link]
	1994–1996



	Franklin Raines[image: External link]
	1996–1998



	Jacob Lew[image: External link]
	1998–2001



	



	Director of the Office of

National Drug Control Policy[image: External link]
	Lee Brown[image: External link]
	1993–1995



	Barry McCaffrey[image: External link]
	1996–2001



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Mickey Kantor[image: External link]
	1993–1997



	Charlene Barshefsky[image: External link]
	1997–2001
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Senior Staff of the Executive Office of the President[image: External link] in the Clinton-Gore administration.



	Assistants to the President

	Assistant to the President and White House Chief of Staff[image: External link]

	
Mack McLarty[image: External link] (1993–1994)

	
Leon Panetta[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Erskine Bowles[image: External link] (1997–1998)

	
John Podesta[image: External link] (1998–2001)





	Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff

	Mark Gearan[image: External link]

	Evelyn Lieberman[image: External link]

	
Maria Echaveste[image: External link][97]


	
Sylvia Mathews[image: External link][97]


	Karen Tramontano[97][98]


	
Philip Lader[image: External link][97]


	
Harold M. Ickes[image: External link][97]


	Steven Richetti[97]


	Roy Neel[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President White House Counsel[image: External link]

	Lloyd Cutler[image: External link]

	Abner Mikva[image: External link]

	Beth Nolan

	Bernard Nussbaum[image: External link]

	Charles Ruff[image: External link]

	Jack Quinn[image: External link]

	
Bruce Lindsey[image: External link] – Deputy White House Counsel





	Assistant to the President and Counselor to the President[image: External link]

	David Gergen[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President for Administration

	Jodie Torkelson

	David Watkins

	Virginia Apuzzo





	Assistant to the President and Director of Advance

	Dan K. Rosenthal[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary

	Christine A. Varney[image: External link]

	Kathryn "Kitty" Higgins[99][100]


	
Thurgood Marshall, Jr.[image: External link][100]






	Assistant to the President and Communications Director[image: External link]

	Ann Lewis[image: External link]

	Alexis Herman[image: External link]

	Loretta Ucelli





	Assistant to the President and Domestic Policy Director

	Carol Rasco[101]


	Bruce Reed





	Assistant to the President and Economic Policy Advisor

	Laura D'Andrea Tyson[image: External link]

	Gene Sperling[image: External link]

	Robert E. Rubin[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs

	Marcia Hale[102]


	
Mickey Ibarra[image: External link][103]


	Regina Montoya[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Director of Legislative Affairs

	Charles Brain[104]


	Patrick Griffin[105]


	John Hilley

	Howard Paster

	Craig T. Smith





	Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs -National Security Advisor[image: External link]

	Sandy Berger[image: External link]

	Anthony Lake[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Senior Advisor

	Sidney Blumenthal[image: External link]

	Rahm Emanuel[image: External link]

	Joel Johnson[image: External link]

	Doug Sosnik[image: External link]

	George Stephanopoulos[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Personnel

	Robert Nash





	Assistant to the President and White House Press Secretary[image: External link]

	
Jake Siewert[image: External link] (2000–2001)

	
Joseph Lockhart[image: External link] (1998–2000)

	
Mike McCurry[image: External link] (1994–1998)

	
Dee Dee Myers[image: External link] (1993–1994)





	Assistant to the President and Director of Scheduling

	Stephanie Streett – scheduling office director





	Assistant to the President and Science and Technology Advisor

	Jack Gibbons

	Neal Lane[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Director of Speechwriting

	J. Terry Edmonds

	Michael Waldman





	Assistant to the President and Staff Secretary[image: External link]

	Todd Stern[image: External link]

	Sean Maloney[image: External link]

	Phillip Caplan[106][107]






	Chief of Staff to the Vice President

	Ronald Klain[image: External link]

	Roy Neel[image: External link]





	Chief of Staff to the First Lady

	Margaret "Maggie" Williams

	Melanne Verveer[image: External link]
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 White House – Other staff






	Deputy Assistants to the President

	Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

	Elena Kagan[image: External link]





	Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs

	James Steinberg[image: External link]





	National Economic Council

	
Jonathan Orszag[image: External link][108]


	Peter Orszag[image: External link]





	Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations

	Geri Palast[image: External link]





	Campaign manager of Bill Clinton in 1996

	Dick Morris[image: External link]





	Other Staff

	Patricia Enright-Health Care Deputy Spokesperson[109]
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 2000 election




Main article: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


Clinton's vice president, Al Gore, won the Democratic nomination in the 2000 presidential election[image: External link]. In an extremely close and controversial election, Gore was defeated by Republican Governor George W. Bush, the eldest son of the sitting president Clinton had defeated in the 1992 presidential election. Though Clinton and Gore had been close political partners for much of Clinton's presidency, Gore notably kept his distance from Clinton during the presidential campaign.[110] That same year, First Lady Hillary Clinton was elected[image: External link] to represent New York[image: External link] in the United States Senate.
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton


Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of soundbite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was responsible for his high public approval ratings.[111][112] Historians tend to rank[image: External link] Clinton as an average president, although a 2015 poll of the American Political Science Association[image: External link] ranked Clinton as the 8th greatest president.[113] Clinton remains popular among the general public, and a 2010 poll found Clinton to be the most popular political figure in the country.[114]
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Timeline of the presidency of Bill Clinton









	Preceded by

Bush presidency timeline[image: External link]

	Clinton presidency timeline
	Succeeded by

Bush presidency timeline[image: External link]







The presidency of Bill Clinton began on January 20, 1993 at noon Eastern Standard Time[image: External link], when Bill Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States, and ended on January 20, 2001. Clinton, a Democrat[image: External link], took office after defeating Republican[image: External link] incumbent[image: External link] President George H. W. Bush and Independent[image: External link] businessman Ross Perot[image: External link] in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. Four years later, he defeated Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] and Ross Perot (this time running on the Reform Party[image: External link] ticket) to win a second term of office. During both elections, Clinton ran as a New Democrat[image: External link], and many of many of his administration's policy proposals reflected his centrist[image: External link], Third Way[image: External link] thinking. The 42nd[image: External link] United States president, he was the first president elected after the end of the Cold War[image: External link], the first Baby Boomer[image: External link] to become president, and also the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to serve two full terms.
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 1993





	
January 20 – Bill Clinton is inaugurated as 42nd President of the United States.

	
February 26 – World Trade Center Bombing[image: External link]
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 1994





	
June 13 – The White House states President Clinton and First Lady Hillary Clinton were questioned under oath relating to matters of the Whitewater affair and that they both maintain their innocence while having no charges pending against them.[1]
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November 5 – President Clinton wins re-election[image: External link] over challenger Senator Bob Dole[image: External link].
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 1997





	
January 4 - President Clinton says he is preparing to approach his second term with a continued effort toward preparing individuals for the 21st century and reports a 50% increase in child support collections over the course of the last four years during his radio address.[2]


	
January 6 - President Clinton gives a speech at the Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast in the State Dining Room at the White House during the morning.[3]


	
January 20 – Second inauguration of Bill Clinton


	
December 27 – Clinton announces, starting on January 1, Medicare beneficiaries will be eligible for more cancer screenings.[4]


	
December 28 – Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] Rahm Emanuel[image: External link] says President Clinton's 1998 budget will not propose any major tax cut, but that he is open to receiving a tax cut from Congress so long as it does not violate a spending agreement designed for a balancing of the budget by 2002.[5]
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 1998





	
April 28 – California[image: External link] lawyer Gloria Allred[image: External link] says she will ask permission to file a "friend of the court" brief in the Jones suit against President Clinton.[6]


	
November 3 – The republican party takes control of both Congressional Houses in the 1998 Midterm elections[image: External link].

	
December 19 – Impeachment of Bill Clinton.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1999





	
January 8 – Clinton is formally informed by the Senate of his trial.[7]
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 2000





	
November 7 – The 54th quadrennial presidential election occurs.

	
December 13 – Republican Texas Governor[image: External link] George W. Bush wins the election and becomes President-elect[image: External link] after a close and controversial win over Democratic Vice President[image: External link] Al Gore.

	
December 19 – President Clinton meets with President-elect Bush at the Oval Office to discuss the transition of power between the presidents[image: External link].
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 2001





	
January 18 – Farewell Address to the Nation.

	
January 19 – Last full day as President of the United States.

	
January 20 – George W. Bush is inaugurated[image: External link] as the 43rd President of the United States.
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Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992






The 1992 presidential campaign of Bill Clinton, then Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], was announced on October 3, 1991 in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link]. After winning a majority of delegates in the Democratic primaries of 1992, the campaign announced that the then-junior Senator from Tennessee[image: External link] Al Gore would be Clinton's running mate[image: External link]. The Clinton-Gore ticket went on to defeat Republican[image: External link] incumbent President George H. W. Bush and Vice President Dan Quayle[image: External link] in the presidential election on November 3, 1992, and took office as the 42nd[image: External link] President and 45th[image: External link] Vice President[image: External link], respectively, on January 20, 1993.
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Clinton was the governor of a traditionally conservative Southern state, Arkansas[image: External link]. He had been viewed as a viable presidential candidate before his actual bid in 1992. During the 1988 Presidential Primaries, where George H. W. Bush, the incumbent Vice President[image: External link], seemed all but inevitable as the president, many turned to Clinton as the next Southern leader of the party. Bill Clinton was seen as a potential candidate as he was a popular Democratic Governor in a state that had voted for Republicans in four of the last five presidential elections.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timeline





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Primaries




The candidates in 1992 were considered one of the weakest starting grids the Democrats had ever chosen. Most of this was due to President George H.W. Bush's sky-high approval ratings in the wake of Operation Desert Storm[image: External link]. The press anointed front-runners for 1992 included Bill Bradley[image: External link], then a New Jersey Senator, Jesse Jackson[image: External link], who finished second in 1988, Dick Gephardt[image: External link], Al Gore, and Jay Rockefeller[image: External link], a Senator from West Virginia[image: External link]. But each bowed out early. Neither Bradley nor Rockefeller considered themselves ready to run, Gephardt seemed to accept Bush's re-election as a sure thing, and Gore had opted to spend more time with his family in the wake of a tragic accident that threatened the life of his young son. The most notable front-runner Mario Cuomo[image: External link], decided not to run on December 20, 1991, the final day to apply to run in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link].

When the early straw polls were finished, Bill Clinton was the candidate on the rise. The other primary contenders were Douglas Wilder[image: External link], Bob Kerrey[image: External link], Tom Harkin[image: External link], Paul Tsongas[image: External link], and Jerry Brown[image: External link]. Clinton's victory in the Florida straw poll over Harkin made him the early front-runner in the post-Cuomo vacuum.

In the recent past, the Iowa caucus[image: External link] had been the launching pad for candidacies. But since Harkin was himself an Iowa Senator, attention turned to New Hampshire[image: External link]. In January 1992, Clinton led Tsongas by a solid 16 points with nobody else even close. But Clinton was undone by two damaging stories that cut against his credibility. The first was the allegation that he had a twelve-year extra-martial affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link], a former night club singer and television reporter from Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link].[1] Clinton blunted this story with an interview on 60 Minutes[image: External link] at the conclusion of Super Bowl XXVI[image: External link], where he flatly denied having had this affair; however, he did later testify during the Paula Jones lawsuit that he did have a sexual encounter with Flowers in 1977.[2] The story that caused Clinton greater damage, however, was the notion that he had 'dodged the draft' in order to avoid military service in the Vietnam War[image: External link]. The draft story put Clinton in what pollster Stan Greenberg called 'meltdown.' Clinton lost nearly twenty points in less than a week. But the formation of the War Room helped Clinton overcome his troubles and finished second behind Tsongas[image: External link]. Clinton was even able to write off Tsongas' win by claiming that Tsongas' home in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link] actually meant Tsongas should have won. Newsweek magazine captured the press coverage of the 1992 New Hampshire primary by printing a cartoon with Clinton and Pat Buchanan[image: External link], the runner-up who gave George H. W. Bush a scare on the Republican side, with second place medals on top of a victory stand while Bush and Tsongas stood with gold medals off to the side pouting.

There was actually a third accusation of Clinton smoking marijuana while in college in England. His now famous response was "I only tried it once and never actually inhaled."

Bob Kerrey[image: External link] then emerged as the survivor of the Harkin-Kerrey Midwest elimination by winning the South Dakota[image: External link] caucus. Clinton then took the lead in the primary season by winning Georgia[image: External link]. Clinton then won most of the rest of the primaries facing eliminated or diminished competition. Clinton's advisors felt he won the nomination when Jerry Brown[image: External link] upset Tsongas in the Maryland primary. Brown later upset Clinton in the Connecticut[image: External link] primary, but Clinton's road was relatively easy after the March 3, 1992 win in Georgia.
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 Arsenio Hall Show appearance




Clinton was a guest on The Arsenio Hall Show[image: External link] on Wednesday June 3, 1992, the day after he secured the Democratic Party nomination.[3][4][5] He played "Heartbreak Hotel[image: External link]" on the saxophone[image: External link].[6] The appearance is often considered an important moment in Clinton's political career, helping build his popularity amongst minority and young voters.[4] Clinton's appearance on the show and subsequent media coverage of it, catapulted him ahead of Bush in the polls.[4]
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 Running mate selection




Main article: Democratic Party vice presidential candidate selection, 1992[image: External link]


In June and July 1992, speculation grew about who Clinton was going to pick as his running mate. Possible candidates included Kerrey, Indiana congressman Lee Hamilton[image: External link], Missouri congressman Richard Gephardt, Tennessee Senator Al Gore, New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley, Florida Senator Bob Graham[image: External link] and Pennsylvania Senator Harris Wofford[image: External link]. On July 9, 1992,[7] Clinton selected Gore as his running mate in the State Mansion at Little Rock.
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 The Convention




Main article: 1992 Democratic National Convention


During the '92 Democratic Convention, the convention hall was plagued by the fact that independent candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] was tied with or beating Clinton in opinion research polls. This caused a moderate turn of events at the convention to win back Perot Voters from the Perot Campaign. This led to the selection of such speakers such as Representative Barbara Jordan[image: External link] from Texas[image: External link] to deliver a bipartisan[image: External link] keynote address to the convention delegates. Also speaking was the Vice-Presidential nominee Al Gore who appealed to the center as he was, at the time, a Southern Moderate Democrat from Tennessee[image: External link].

However, on the last day the convention convened on July 16, 1992, Ross Perot dropped out of the presidential race and left a gap for both Bush and Clinton to scramble for newly undecided voters. This greatly led to the advantage of Bill Clinton who gave his nomination acceptance speech that night.
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 Election Night 1992




Throughout election night, Clinton over performed in rural areas of the country such as in the mountain west, winning Montana[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], and New Mexico[image: External link] (16 Electoral Votes). Clinton also won rural voters in the south and mid-west, carrying states such as Missouri[image: External link], Arkansas[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link], Kentucky[image: External link], West Virginia[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], and Iowa[image: External link] (57 Electoral Votes).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Campaign strategy
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 The Southern lock




A source of frustration for Democrats after the adoption of Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s Southern strategy[image: External link] was the increasing Republican lock on the electoral votes of the Southern United States[image: External link]. Clinton's home of Arkansas[image: External link] gave Democrats hope that they could carry some Southern states and ultimately win the election. Clinton then made what even his opponents acknowledged was a master stroke by choosing Al Gore, a Senator from Tennessee, as his running mate. This choice blunted a major strategy of the Bush campaign to paint Clinton and Gore as 'Northern liberals' in the mold of previous candidates George McGovern[image: External link], Walter Mondale[image: External link], Michael Dukakis[image: External link], and, to a lesser extent, Hubert Humphrey[image: External link]. Additionally, Gore's prior military record removed a lot of the criticism Clinton had received earlier.

Besides Gore, several names were rumored to be in contention for the second spot, including Florida[image: External link] Senator and former Governor of Florida[image: External link] Bob Graham[image: External link], Indiana[image: External link] Congressman Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link], Nebraska[image: External link] Senator and former Governor[image: External link] Bob Kerrey[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link] Senator Tom Harkin[image: External link], and newly elected Pennsylvania[image: External link] Senator Harris Wofford[image: External link].
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 President Bush's approval ratings




For most of 1991, the incumbent president, George Bush, was extremely popular after the Persian Gulf War[image: External link]. His approval rating was above 90 percent at one point that year because his war had helped erase the Vietnam Syndrome[image: External link] America had felt since the 1960s, and into the post-Vietnam War 1980s when many Vietnam veterans were just starting to get recognition. But because of a growing public perception of an economic downturn, Bush's popularity began falling throughout late 1991, and by February 1992, his approvals fell below 40%. Bush's approvals would stay low for the rest of the campaign season.[8]
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 Reasons for victory




Clinton's charisma, combined with a talented campaign staff and skilled campaign strategy, led to victory. Organizational theorists have proposed that his campaign structure adopted an effective blend of informality with clear goal definition, which allowed for structured creativity. The exploitation of key strategic blunders by the Bush campaign, including violating a no new tax promise[image: External link], also allowed for impressive gains.
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First inauguration of Bill Clinton






The first inauguration of Bill Clinton as the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States was held on January 20, 1993 on the West Front of the United States Capitol[image: External link] Building in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the commencement of the first four-year term of Bill Clinton as President and Al Gore as Vice President[image: External link]. At 46 years, 154 days of age time of his first inauguration, Clinton was the third-youngest person to become president, and the first from the Baby Boomer[image: External link] generation.
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 Pre-inaugural events
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 Reunion on the mall




America's Reunion on the Mall was a two-day multi-stage festival as part of the 1993 Presidential Inaugural Celebration, held from January 17–19. One million people attended the event on the National Mall[image: External link] between Capitol Hill[image: External link] and the Washington Monument[image: External link]. With tents stretching from the Capitol to the Washington Monument, it was reported to be the largest festival ever held on the Mall.[1] The two-hour outdoor concert that started the festival kicked off the Clinton/Gore Inaugural. Hundreds of thousands of people attended the free concert, which featured entertainers Michael Jackson[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Michael Bolton[image: External link], Tony Bennett[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], Diana Ross[image: External link], and rapper LL Cool J[image: External link].[2]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Inaugural Bell Ringing Ceremony




On January 17, President-elect Clinton addressed the crowd in a short bell-ringing ceremony to mark his inauguration, after leading a procession across the Memorial Bridge[image: External link] from Washington, DC to Arlington, VA[image: External link]. The ceremony included a brief videotape and statement from the crew of the space shuttle Endeavour[image: External link], and live video links from NASA[image: External link] Mission Control in Houston, TX, south central Los Angeles, Oklahoma, Nashville, San Francisco, Tallahassee, Little Rock, San Antonio, Philadelphia, Keams Canyon, AZ, and Atlanta, where crowds had assembled to take part in a bell-ringing ceremony to show the unity of the nation. At 6 p.m., Clinton and Gore, with the help of their children, grasped the red rope attached to the bell and led the nation in a bell ringing ceremony. A spectacular display of fireworks ended the evening’s public events.[3]
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 Visit to the Arlington Cemetery




On January 19, Clinton visited the Arlington Cemetery[image: External link] to visit the graves of John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link]. The visit was not on Clinton's schedule, and only a small group of reporters and photographers was allowed to witness the gathering from 150 yards away. After kneeling at the graveside for a few moments, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton each placed a white rose on the grave of Robert Kennedy, who was shot June 5, 1968[image: External link], while campaigning for the presidency. Mr. Clinton then walked alone to John F. Kennedy's grave and placed another white rose on the marker. He knelt for several seconds before the grave of the man who was shot on Nov. 22, 1963[image: External link]. Clinton had met President Kennedy briefly as a teenager in 1963, and credits that encounter with leading him to enter public service.[4]
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 Presidential Gala




On January 19, 1993, a cast including Michael Jackson[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link], the Alvin Ailey Dance Troupe, comedians Chevy Chase[image: External link] and Bill Cosby[image: External link], and actors Jack Lemmon[image: External link] and James Earl Jones[image: External link] performed at the 42nd Presidential Inaugural Gala at The Capital Centre in Landover, Maryland[image: External link] in honor of Clinton.[5] A specially re-formed Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] also took the stage to perform the song "Don't Stop"'[image: External link] which had been Bill Clinton's campaign song[image: External link].[6]
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 Kids' Inaugural




Also on January 19, the Clintons took part in an event aimed at younger audiences at the Kennedy Center. Billed as two separate one-hour specials, the Inaugural Celebration for Children and the Inaugural Celebration for Youth were both aired live on Disney Channel[image: External link].[7]

The Inaugural Celebration for Children was hosted by Markie Post[image: External link] and featured appearances from Mr. Rogers[image: External link], the Muppets[image: External link], Raffi[image: External link], Emmylou Harris[image: External link], Rosanne Cash[image: External link], and the cast of Adventures in Wonderland[image: External link]. Notably, during the finale of the special, Steve Whitmire[image: External link] perched the Kermit the Frog puppet on Hillary Clinton's shoulder as he sang during the final song, a photo of which appeared in newspapers across the country.

This was followed by the Inaugural Celebration for Youth, which was hosted by Will Smith[image: External link] and featured appearances from Clarence Clemmons, Boyz II Men[image: External link], Celine Dion[image: External link], Kenny Loggins[image: External link], Vanessa Williams[image: External link], Jay R. Ferguson[image: External link], Al Gore, the Joffrey Ballet[image: External link], the L.A. Youth Ensemble Theatre, and the cast of The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link].[8]
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 Inauguration events
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 Organization




The inaugural ceremonies and luncheon for Clinton’s inauguration were planned and executed by the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies[image: External link], as all inaugurations since 1901 have been. Senator Wendell H. Ford[image: External link] chaired the committee for Clinton’s first inauguration.[9] It is estimated that the committee spent $33 million on the inauguration.[10]
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 Vice Presidential Oath




The ceremony began with the Vice Presidential Oath of Office. Byron White[image: External link], the Associate Justice[image: External link], administered the oath to Albert A. Gore Jr.[image: External link] The Oath of Office for the Vice President is not specified in the Constitution[image: External link], but Gore used the current form of the oath, which is also used by the Senators, Representatives, and other government officers:

“I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same, that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and I will well and faithfully perform the duties of the office on which I am about to enter, so help me God.”[11]
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 Presidential Oath




At noon, the oath of office[image: External link] was administered to Clinton by Chief Justice[image: External link] William Rehnquist[image: External link]. The oath was sworn on a King James Bible[image: External link], which was given to him by his grandmother. Standing beside him were his daughter Chelsea and his wife Hillary, who was holding the Bible opened to Galatians 6:9[image: External link].[12]
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 Presidential address




Clinton, the first Democratic[image: External link] president in 12 years (since Jimmy Carter[image: External link]), then delivered his inaugural address[image: External link]. In the 1,598-word speech, Clinton informed the nation of his intentions as a leader.[13] Clinton portrayed change as a positive factor, not something to be feared. He reminded his audience that America has a history of overcoming challenges through bold action and re-creating itself for the better in the process using examples such as the Great Depression[image: External link] and the Civil War[image: External link]. As the first President elected in the post–Cold War era[image: External link], Clinton stressed the importance of renewal for America, and hinted that he would work to make positive change in America.[14] “The Star Spangled Banner”, the American national anthem and “God Bless America”, an American patriotic song, were both played following Clinton’s address. The full speech can be read in section 4.
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 Poetry




After Clinton’s inaugural address, Maya Angelou[image: External link] recited her poem “On the Pulse of Morning[image: External link]”. The poem, which Angelou wrote specifically for the inauguration, shared common themes to Clinton’s inaugural address, including change, responsibility, and the President's and the citizenry's role in establishing economic security. Angelou became the second poet in history to read a poem at a presidential inauguration, as Robert Frost[image: External link] was the first, who recited a poem at John F Kennedy’s inauguration in 1961[image: External link].[15]
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 Religious elements




Since 1937, the inauguration ceremonies have included one or more prayers. During Clinton’s first inauguration, Rev. Billy Graham[image: External link], who also delivered invocations during the first inauguration on George W Bush, and the Second Inauguration of Bill Clinton, gave an invocation and benediction:


	“Our God and our Father, we thank you for this historic occasion when we inaugurate our new President and Vice-President. We thank you for the moral and spiritual foundations which our forefathers gave us and which are rooted deeply in scripture. Those principles nourished and guided us as a nation in the past, but we cannot say that we are a righteous people. We’ve sinned against you. We’ve sown to the wind and are reaping the whirlwind[image: External link] of crime, drug abuse, racism, immorality, and social injustice. We need to repent of our sins and turn by faith to you.

	And now, on this twentieth day of January, 1993, we commit to you President-elect Clinton and Vice-President-elect Gore, who you have permitted to take leadership at this critical time in our nation’s history. Help them always to see the office to which they’ve been elected as a sacred trust from you. We pray that you will bless their wives who will share so much of the responsibility and burdens. Make President-elect Clinton know that he is never really alone but that the eternal God can be his refuge and he can turn to you in every circumstance. Give him the wisdom you’ve promised to those who ask and the strength that you alone can give. We thank you for his predecessor President Bush and the dedication he gave to this office. Bless him as he and Mrs. Bush continue their dedicated service to our country in other spheres. We commit this inaugural ceremony to you and ask that the memory of this event may always remind us to pray for our leaders. I pray this in the name of the one that’s called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting Father and the Prince of Peace. Amen.”[16]
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 Post-ceremony traditions





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Departure of the outgoing president




Following the inaugural ceremony on the west front of the U.S. Capitol, the outgoing President and First Lady, George H. W. Bush and Barbara Bush[image: External link], left the Capitol to begin their post-presidential lives. Clinton and Gore escorted their predecessors out of the Capitol after the swearing-in ceremony. George H. W. Bush and his wife Barbara then departed on a plane to return to Houston, Texas[image: External link].[17]
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 Congressional luncheon




Clinton and Gore were guests of honour at a luncheon held by the United States Congress[image: External link] immediately following the inaugural ceremony. The luncheon was held in Statuary Hall[image: External link] and was attended by the leadership of both houses of Congress as well as guests of the president and vice president. By tradition, outgoing President George H. W. Bush and outgoing Vice President Dan Quayle did not attend.[18]
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 Inaugural Parade




After the luncheon, Clinton and his wife made their way down Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] to the White House[image: External link], followed by a procession of ceremonial military regiments, citizens’ groups, marching bands, and floats.[19] The Clintons traveled in a limousine down Pennsylvania Avenue to the cheers of a large crowd lining the street. The Clintons got out of the limousine to walk the final few blocks to the White House, followed by the Gores a few minutes later.[20]
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 Inaugural balls




After the parade, the president, vice president and their families attended the 11 official inaugural balls held in their honour. Sites for these balls included the Air and Space Museum[image: External link] and the S. Dillon Ripley Center[image: External link].[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Clinton's Inaugural Address




"My fellow citizens, today we celebrate the mystery of American renewal. This ceremony is held in the depth of winter, but by the words we speak and the faces we show the world, we force the spring, a spring reborn in the world's oldest democracy that brings forth the vision and courage to reinvent America. When our Founders boldly declared America's independence to the world and our purposes to the Almighty, they knew that America, to endure, would have to change; not change for change's sake but change to preserve America's ideals: life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness. Though we marched to the music of our time, our mission is timeless. Each generation of Americans must define what it means to be an American.

On behalf of our Nation, I salute my predecessor, President Bush, for his half-century of service to America. And I thank the millions of men and women whose steadfastness and sacrifice triumphed over depression, fascism, and communism.

Today, a generation raised in the shadows of the cold war assumes new responsibilities in a world warmed by the sunshine of freedom but threatened still by ancient hatreds and new plagues. Raised in unrivaled prosperity, we inherit an economy that is still the world's strongest but is weakened by business failures, stagnant wages, increasing inequality, and deep divisions among our own people.

When George Washington first took the oath I have just sworn to uphold, news traveled slowly across the land by horseback and across the ocean by boat. Now, the sights and sounds of this ceremony are broadcast instantaneously to billions around the world. Communications and commerce are global. Investment is mobile. Technology is almost magical. And ambition for a better life is now universal.

We earn our livelihood in America today in peaceful competition with people all across the Earth. Profound and powerful forces are shaking and remaking our world. And the urgent question of our time is whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy. This new world has already enriched the lives of millions of Americans who are able to compete and win in it. But when most people are working harder for less; when others cannot work at all; when the cost of health care devastates families and threatens to bankrupt our enterprises, great and small; when the fear of crime robs law-abiding citizens of their freedom; and when millions of poor children cannot even imagine the lives we are calling them to lead, we have not made change our friend.

We know we have to face hard truths and take strong steps, but we have not done so; instead, we have drifted. And that drifting has eroded our resources, fractured our economy, and shaken our confidence. Though our challenges are fearsome, so are our strengths. Americans have ever been a restless, questing, hopeful people. And we must bring to our task today the vision and will of those who came before us. From our Revolution to the Civil War, to the Great Depression, to the civil rights movement, our people have always mustered the determination to construct from these crises the pillars of our history. Thomas Jefferson believed that to preserve the very foundations of our Nation, we would need dramatic change from time to time. Well, my fellow Americans, this is our time. Let us embrace it.

Our democracy must be not only the envy of the world but the engine of our own renewal. There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with America. And so today we pledge an end to the era of deadlock and drift, and a new season of American renewal has begun.

To renew America, we must be bold. We must do what no generation has had to do before. We must invest more in our own people, in their jobs, and in their future, and at the same time cut our massive debt. And we must do so in a world in which we must compete for every opportunity. It will not be easy. It will require sacrifice, but it can be done and done fairly, not choosing sacrifice for its own sake but for our own sake. We must provide for our Nation the way a family provides for its children.

Our Founders saw themselves in the light of posterity. We can do no less. Anyone who has ever watched a child's eyes wander into sleep knows what posterity is. Posterity is the world to come: the world for whom we hold our ideals, from whom we have borrowed our planet, and to whom we bear sacred responsibility. We must do what America does best: offer more opportunity to all and demand more responsibility from all. It is time to break the bad habit of expecting something for nothing from our Government or from each other. Let us all take more responsibility not only for ourselves and our families but for our communities and our country.

To renew America, we must revitalize our democracy. This beautiful Capital, like every capital since the dawn of civilization, is often a place of intrigue and calculation. Powerful people maneuver for position and worry endlessly about who is in and who is out, who is up and who is down, forgetting those people whose toil and sweat sends us here and pays our way. Americans deserve better. And in this city today there are people who want to do better. And so I say to all of you here: Let us resolve to reform our politics so that power and privilege no longer shout down the voice of the people. Let us put aside personal advantage so that we can feel the pain and see the promise of America. Let us resolve to make our Government a place for what Franklin Roosevelt called bold, persistent experimentation, a Government for our tomorrows, not our yesterdays. Let us give this Capital back to the people to whom it belongs.

To renew America, we must meet challenges abroad as well as at home. There is no longer a clear division between what is foreign and what is domestic. The world economy, the world environment, the world AIDS crisis, the world arms race: they affect us all. Today, as an older order passes, the new world is more free but less stable. Communism's collapse has called forth old animosities and new dangers. Clearly, America must continue to lead the world we did so much to make.

While America rebuilds at home, we will not shrink from the challenges nor fail to seize the opportunities of this new world. Together with our friends and allies, we will work to shape change, lest it engulf us. When our vital interests are challenged or the will and conscience of the international community is defied, we will act, with peaceful diplomacy whenever possible, with force when necessary. The brave Americans serving our Nation today in the Persian Gulf, in Somalia, and wherever else they stand are testament to our resolve. But our greatest strength is the power of our ideas, which are still new in many lands. Across the world we see them embraced, and we rejoice. Our hopes, our hearts, our hands are with those on every continent who are building democracy and freedom. Their cause is America's cause.

The American people have summoned the change we celebrate today. You have raised your voices in an unmistakable chorus. You have cast your votes in historic numbers. And you have changed the face of Congress, the Presidency, and the political process itself. Yes, you, my fellow Americans, have forced the spring. Now we must do the work the season demands. To that work I now turn with all the authority of my office. I ask the Congress to join with me. But no President, no Congress, no Government can undertake this mission alone.

My fellow Americans, you, too, must play your part in our renewal. I challenge a new generation of young Americans to a season of service: to act on your idealism by helping troubled children, keeping company with those in need, reconnecting our torn communities. There is so much to be done; enough, indeed, for millions of others who are still young in spirit to give of themselves in service, too. In serving, we recognize a simple but powerful truth: We need each other, and we must care for one another.

Today we do more than celebrate America. We rededicate ourselves to the very idea of America, an idea born in revolution and renewed through two centuries of challenge; an idea tempered by the knowledge that, but for fate, we, the fortunate, and the unfortunate might have been each other; an idea ennobled by the faith that our Nation can summon from its myriad diversity the deepest measure of unity; an idea infused with the conviction that America's long, heroic journey must go forever upward.

And so, my fellow Americans, as we stand at the edge of the 21st century, let us begin anew with energy and hope, with faith and discipline. And let us work until our work is done. The Scripture says, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." From this joyful mountaintop of celebration we hear a call to service in the valley. We have heard the trumpets. We have changed the guard. And now, each in our own way and with God's help, we must answer the call.

Thank you, and God bless you all".[22]
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North American Free Trade Agreement






"NAFTA" redirects here. For other uses, see Nafta (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA; Spanish: Tratado de Libre Comercio de América del Norte, TLCAN; French: Accord de libre-échange nord-américain, ALÉNA) is an agreement signed by Canada[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], and the United States, creating a trilateral trade bloc[image: External link] in North America[image: External link]. The agreement came into force on January 1, 1994.[4] It superseded the Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] between the U.S. and Canada.[5]

NAFTA has two supplements: the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (NAAEC) and the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC).

Most economic analyses indicate that NAFTA has been a small net positive for the United States, large net positive for Mexico and had an insignificant impact on Canada.



TOP
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 Negotiation and U.S. ratification




Following diplomatic negotiations dating back to 1990 among the three nations, U.S. President George H. W. Bush, Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney[image: External link] and Mexican President Carlos Salinas[image: External link] signed the agreement in their respective capitals on December 17, 1992.[6] The signed agreement was then ratified[image: External link] by each nation's legislative or parliamentary branch.

The earlier Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] had been controversial and divisive in Canada, and the 1988 Canadian election[image: External link] involved discussion on the issue. In that election, more Canadians voted for anti-free trade parties (the Liberals[image: External link] and the New Democrats[image: External link]) but the split caused more seats in parliament to be won by the pro-free trade Progressive Conservatives[image: External link] (PCs). Mulroney and the PCs had a parliamentary majority[image: External link] and were easily able to pass the 1987 Canada-U.S. FTA and NAFTA bills. However, he was replaced as Conservative leader and prime minister by Kim Campbell[image: External link]. Campbell led the PC party into the 1993 election[image: External link] where they were decimated by the Liberal Party under Jean Chrétien[image: External link], who had campaigned on a promise to renegotiate or abrogate NAFTA; however, Chrétien subsequently negotiated two supplemental agreements with the new U.S. president. In the U.S., Bush, who had worked to "fast track" the signing prior to the end of his term, ran out of time and had to pass the required ratification and signing of the implementation law to incoming president Bill Clinton. Prior to sending it to the United States Senate Clinton added two side agreements, The North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC) and the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (NAAEC), to protect workers and the environment, plus allay the concerns of many House members. It also required U.S. partners to adhere to environmental practices and regulations similar to its own.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After much consideration and emotional discussion, the House of Representatives passed the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act on November 17, 1993, 234–200. The agreement's supporters included 132 Republicans and 102 Democrats. The bill passed the Senate on November 20, 1993, 61–38.[7] Senate supporters were 34 Republicans and 27 Democrats. Clinton signed it into law on December 8, 1993; the agreement went into effect on January 1, 1994.[8][9] Clinton, while signing the NAFTA bill, stated that "NAFTA means jobs. American jobs, and good-paying American jobs. If I didn't believe that, I wouldn't support this agreement."[10]
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 Provisions




The goal of NAFTA was to eliminate barriers to trade and investment between the U.S., Canada and Mexico. The implementation of NAFTA on January 1, 1994 brought the immediate elimination of tariffs[image: External link] on more than one-half of Mexico's exports to the U.S. and more than one-third of U.S. exports to Mexico. Within 10 years of the implementation of the agreement, all U.S.-Mexico tariffs would be eliminated except for some U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico that were to be phased out within 15 years.[11] Most U.S.-Canada trade was already duty-free. NAFTA also sought to eliminate non-tariff trade barriers and to protect the intellectual property rights on traded products.

Chapter 52 provides a procedure for the international resolution of disputes over the application and interpretation of NAFTA. It was modelled after Chapter 69 of the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link].[12] The roster of NAFTA adjudicators[image: External link] includes many retired judges, such as Alice Desjardins[image: External link], John Maxwell Evans[image: External link], Constance Hunt[image: External link], John Richard[image: External link], Arlin M. Adams[image: External link], Susan Getzendanner[image: External link], George C. Pratt[image: External link], Charles B. Renfrew[image: External link] and Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link].
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 Intellectual property




The North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act made some changes to the copyright law of the United States[image: External link], foreshadowing the Uruguay Round Agreements Act[image: External link] of 1994 by restoring copyright (within the NAFTA nations) on certain motion pictures which had entered the public domain.[13][14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Environment




Securing U.S. congressional approval for NAFTA would have been impossible without addressing public concerns about NAFTA’s environmental impact.[15] The Clinton administration negotiated a side agreement on the environment with Canada and Mexico, the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC), which led to the creation of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (CEC) in 1994. To alleviate concerns that NAFTA, the first regional trade agreement between a developing country and two developed countries, would have negative environmental impacts, the CEC was given a mandate to conduct ongoing ex post environmental assessment of NAFTA.[16]

In response to this mandate, the CEC created a framework for conducting environmental analysis of NAFTA, one of the first ex post frameworks for the environmental assessment of trade liberalization. The framework was designed to produce a focused and systematic body of evidence with respect to the initial hypotheses about NAFTA and the environment, such as the concern that NAFTA would create a "race to the bottom" in environmental regulation among the three countries, or the hope that NAFTA would pressure governments to increase their environmental protection mechanisms.[17] The CEC has held four symposia using this framework to evaluate the environmental impacts of NAFTA and has commissioned 47 papers on this subject. In keeping with the CEC’s overall strategy of transparency and public involvement, the CEC commissioned these papers from leading independent experts.[18]
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 Agriculture




From the earliest negotiation, agriculture[image: External link] was (and still remains) a controversial topic within NAFTA, as it has been with almost all free trade agreements[image: External link] that have been signed within the WTO[image: External link] framework. Agriculture is the only section that was not negotiated trilaterally; instead, three separate agreements were signed between each pair of parties. The Canada–U.S. agreement contains significant restrictions and tariff quotas on agricultural products (mainly sugar, dairy, and poultry products), whereas the Mexico–U.S. pact allows for a wider liberalization[image: External link] within a framework of phase-out periods (it was the first North–South[image: External link] FTA on agriculture to be signed).
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 Transportation infrastructure




NAFTA established the CANAMEX Corridor[image: External link] for road transport between Canada and Mexico, also proposed for use by rail, pipeline, and fiber optic telecommunications infrastructure. This became a High Priority Corridor under the U.S. Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act[image: External link] of 1991.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Impact
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 Canada




Like Mexico and the U.S., Canada received a modest positive economic benefit as measured by GDP. Many feared declines failed to materialize, and some industries, like the furniture industry, which were expected to suffer, grew instead.[citation needed[image: External link]] Canadian manufacturing employment held steady despite an international downward trend in developed countries.[citation needed[image: External link]] One of NAFTA's biggest economic effects on U.S.-Canada trade has been to boost bilateral agricultural flows.[19] In the year 2008 alone, Canada exports to the United States and Mexico were at $381.3 billion, and imports from NAFTA were at $245.1 billion.[20]

A 2007 study found that NAFTA has "almost zero welfare impact on member and nonmember countries".[21] A 2015 study found that Canada's welfare decreased by 0.06% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that Canada's intra-bloc trade increased by 11%.[22]
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 Mexico




Further information: Effects of NAFTA on Mexico[image: External link]


Maquiladoras[image: External link] (Mexican assembly plants that take in imported components and produce goods for export) have become the landmark of trade in Mexico. These are plants that moved to this region from the United States, hence the debate over the loss of American jobs. Income in the maquiladora sector has increased 15.5% since the implementation of NAFTA in 1994.[23] Other sectors now benefit from the free trade agreement, and the share of exports[image: External link] from non-border states has increased in the last five years while the share of exports from maquiladora-border states has decreased. This has allowed for the rapid growth of non-border metropolitan areas, such as Toluca[image: External link], León[image: External link] and Puebla[image: External link]; all three larger in population than Tijuana[image: External link], Ciudad Juárez[image: External link], and Reynosa[image: External link].

The overall effect of the Mexico–U.S. agricultural agreement is a matter of dispute. Mexico did not invest in the infrastructure necessary for competition, such as efficient rail roads and highways, which resulted in more difficult living conditions for the country's poor. Mexico's agricultural exports increased 9.4 percent annually between 1994 and 2001, while imports increased by only 6.9 percent a year during the same period.[24]

One of the most affected agricultural sectors is the meat industry[image: External link]. Mexico has gone from a small player in the pre-1994 U.S. export market to the second largest importer of U.S. agricultural products in 2004, and NAFTA may be credited as a major catalyst for this change. The allowance of free trade removed the hurdles that impeded business between the two countries. As a result, Mexico has provided a growing market for meat for the U.S., leading to an increase in sales and profits for the U.S. meat industry. This coincides with a noticeable increase in Mexican per capita GDP that has created large changes in meat consumption patterns, implying that Mexicans can now afford to buy more meat and thus per capita meat consumption has grown.[25]

Production of corn[image: External link] in Mexico has increased since NAFTA's implementation. However, internal corn demand has increased beyond Mexico's sufficiency, and imports have become necessary, far beyond the quotas Mexico had originally negotiated.[26] Zahniser & Coyle have also pointed out that corn prices in Mexico, adjusted for international prices, have drastically decreased, yet through a program of subsidies expanded by former president Vicente Fox[image: External link], production has remained stable since 2000.[27]

A 2001 Journal of Economic Perspectives[image: External link] review of the existing literature found that NAFTA was a net benefit to Mexico.[28] By the year 2003, 80% of the commerce in Mexico was executed only with the U.S. The commercial sales surplus under NAFTA with the U.S., combined with the deficit on the rest of the world, created a dependency in Mexico's exports. These effects were evident in 2001–2003; the result of that recession was either a low rate or a negative rate in Mexico's exports.[29]

A 2015 study found that Mexico's welfare increased by 1.31% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that Mexico's intra-bloc trade increased by 118%.[22] Inequality and poverty fell in the most globalization-affected regions of Mexico over the introduction of NAFTA.[30] 2013 and 2015 studies show that Mexican small farmers benefitted more on NAFTA than large-scale farmers.[31][32]

NAFTA has also been credited with the rise of the Mexican middle class. A Tufts University[image: External link] study found that NAFTA lowered the average cost of basic necessities in Mexico by up to 50%.[33] This price reduction has increased cash-on-hand for many Mexican families, allowing Mexico to graduate more engineers than Germany[image: External link] each year.[34]

The growth from new orders of products indicates that there was an increase in the demand from manufacture products. This increased demand resulted in an expansion of the production and a higher employment rate to satisfy the increment in the demand. The growth in the maquiladora industry and in the manufactory industry has been of 4.7% by August, 2016.[35] Three quarters of the outer market of importation and exportations comes from the U.S.

Tufts University political scientist Daniel W. Drezner has argued that NAFTA made it easier for Mexico to transform to a real democracy and become a country that views itself as North American. This has boosted cooperation between the United States and Mexico.[36]
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 United States




In a 2012 survey of leading economists, 95% supported the notion that on average, U.S. citizens benefited on NAFTA.[37] A 2001 Journal of Economic Perspectives review found that NAFTA was a net benefit to the United States.[28] A 2015 study found that US welfare increased by 0.08% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that US intra-bloc trade increased by 41%.[22]

In 2015, the Congressional Research Service[image: External link] concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP. However, there were worker and firm adjustment costs as the three countries adjusted to more open trade and investment among their economies."[38]

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] credits NAFTA with increasing U.S. trade in goods and services with Canada and Mexico from $337 billion in 1993 to $1.2 trillion in 2011, while the AFL-CIO[image: External link] blames the agreement for sending 700,000 American manufacturing jobs to Mexico over that time.[39]

University of California, San Diego, economics professor Gordon Hanson[image: External link] has said that NAFTA helped the U.S. compete against China and therefore saved U.S. jobs.[40][41] While some jobs were lost to Mexico as a result of NAFTA, considerably more would have been lost to China if not for NAFTA.[40][41]
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 Trade balances




The U.S. had a trade surplus with NAFTA countries of $28.3 billion for services in 2009 and a trade deficit of $94.6 billion (36.4% annual increase) for goods in 2010. This trade deficit accounted for 26.8 percent of all U.S. goods trade deficit.[42]

In a study published in the August 2008 issue of the American Journal of Agricultural Economics[image: External link], NAFTA has increased U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico and Canada even though most of this increase occurred a decade after its ratification. The study focused on the effects that gradual "phase-in" periods in regional trade agreements, including NAFTA, have on trade flows. Most of the increase in members’ agricultural trade, which was only recently brought under the purview of the World Trade Organization, was due to very high trade barriers before NAFTA or other regional trade agreements.[43]
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 Investment




The U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) in NAFTA countries (stock) was $327.5 billion in 2009 (latest data available), up 8.8% from 2008.[42] The U.S. direct investment in NAFTA countries is in nonbank holding companies, and in the manufacturing, finance/insurance, and mining sectors.[42] The foreign direct investment[image: External link] of Canada and Mexico in the United States (stock) was $237.2 billion in 2009 (the latest data available), up 16.5% from 2008.[42][44]
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 Jobs




Many American small businesses depend on exporting their products to Canada or Mexico under NAFTA. According to the U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link], this trade supports over 140,000 small- and medium-sized businesses in the US.[45]

According to the Economic Policy Institute[image: External link], California[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] and other states with high concentrations of manufacturing jobs were most affected by job loss due to NAFTA.[46] EPI economist Robert Scott estimates some 682,900 U.S. jobs have been "lost or displaced" as a result of the trade agreement.[47] However, other studies have found that NAFTA only had a modest impact on manufacturing employment, and that automation explains away 87% of the losses in manufacturing jobs.[48]

According to University of California, Berkeley professor of economics Brad DeLong[image: External link], NAFTA had an insignificant impact on US manufacturing.[49] The adverse impact on manufacturing has been way exaggerated in US political discourse according to DeLong,[49] which is something that Harvard economist Dani Rodrik agrees with.[50]
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 Environment




For more details on this topic, see NAFTA's Impact on the Environment[image: External link].

According to a study in the Journal of International Economics[image: External link], NAFTA reduced pollution emitted by the US manufacturing sector: "On average, nearly two-thirds of the reductions in PM10 and SO2 emissions from the U.S. manufacturing sector between 1994 and 1998 can be attributed to trade liberalization following NAFTA."[51]

According to the Sierra Club[image: External link], NAFTA contributed to large-scale, export-oriented farming, which led to the increased use of fossil fuels, pesticides and GMO.[52] NAFTA also contributed to environmentally destructive mining practices in Mexico.[52] It prevented Canada from effectively regulating its tar sands industry, and created new legal avenues for transnational corporations to fight environmental legislation.[52] In some cases, environmental policy was neglected in the wake of trade liberalization; in other cases, NAFTA's measures for investment protection, such as Chapter 11, and measures against non-tariff trade barriers threatened to discourage more vigorous environmental policy.[53] The most serious overall increases in pollution due to NAFTA were found in the base metals sector, the Mexican petroleum sector, and the transportation equipment sector in the United States and Mexico, but not in Canada.[54]
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 Mobility of persons




According to the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, during fiscal year 2006 (i.e., October 2005 through September 2006), 73,880 foreign professionals (64,633 Canadians and 9,247 Mexicans) were admitted into the United States for temporary employment under NAFTA (i.e., in the TN status[image: External link]). Additionally, 17,321 of their family members (13,136 Canadians, 2,904 Mexicans, as well as a number of third-country nationals married to Canadians and Mexicans) entered the U.S. in the treaty national's dependent (TD) status.[55] Because DHS counts the number of the new I-94 arrival records[image: External link] filled at the border, and the TN-1 admission is valid for three years, the number of non-immigrants in TN status present in the U.S. at the end of the fiscal year is approximately equal to the number of admissions during the year. (A discrepancy may be caused by some TN entrants leaving the country or changing status before their three-year admission period has expired, while other immigrants admitted earlier may change their status to TN or TD, or extend TN status granted earlier). According to the International Organization for Migration[image: External link], deaths of migrants have been on the rise worldwide with 5,604 deaths in 2016.[56] An increased number of undocumented farmworkers in California may be due to the initial passing of NAFTA[57]

Canadian authorities estimated that, as of December 1, 2006, a total of 24,830 U.S. citizens and 15,219 Mexican citizens were present in Canada as "foreign workers". These numbers include both entrants under the NAFTA agreement and those who have entered under other provisions of the Canadian immigration law.[58] New entries of foreign workers in 2006 were 16,841 (U.S. citizens) and 13,933 (Mexicans).[59] Nevertheless, the institutional frameworks of the cross-border migrations are weak, so as the institutional roles and responsibilities at both in the national and international levels.[60]
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 Disputes and controversies
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 1992 Presidential candidate Ross Perot




In the second 1992 Presidential Debate, Ross Perot argued:


We have got to stop sending jobs overseas. It's pretty simple: If you're paying $12, $13, $14 an hour for factory workers and you can move your factory south of the border, pay a dollar an hour for labor,...have no health care—that's the most expensive single element in making a car— have no environmental controls, no pollution controls and no retirement, and you don't care about anything but making money, there will be a giant sucking sound[image: External link] going south.

    ...when [Mexico's] jobs come up from a dollar an hour to six dollars an hour, and ours go down to six dollars an hour, and then it's leveled again. But in the meantime, you've wrecked the country with these kinds of deals.[61]



Perot ultimately lost the election, and the winner, Bill Clinton, supported NAFTA, which went into effect on January 1, 1994.
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 Legal disputes




In 1996, the gasoline additive MMT[image: External link] was brought into Canada by Ethyl Corporation[image: External link], an American company. At the time, the Canadian federal government banned the importation of the additive. The American company brought a claim under NAFTA Chapter 11 seeking US$201 million,[62] from the Canadian government and the Canadian provinces under the Agreement on Internal Trade ("AIT"). The American company argued that their additive had not been conclusively linked to any health dangers, and that the prohibition was damaging to their company. Following a finding that the ban was a violation of the AIT,[63] the Canadian federal government repealed the ban and settled with the American company for US$13 million.[64] Studies by Health and Welfare Canada (now Health Canada) on the health effects of MMT in fuel found no significant health effects associated with exposure to these exhaust emissions. Other Canadian researchers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency disagree with Health Canada, and cite studies that include possible nerve damage.[65]

Canada had filed numerous motions to have the duty eliminated and the collected duties returned to Canada.[66] After the United States lost an appeal[image: External link] from a NAFTA panel, it responded by saying "We are, of course, disappointed with the [NAFTA panel's] decision, but it will have no impact on the anti-dumping[image: External link] and countervailing duty[image: External link] orders." (Nick Lifton, spokesman for U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link] Rob Portman)[67] On July 21, 2006, the United States Court of International Trade[image: External link] found that imposition of the duties was contrary to U.S. law.[68][69]
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 Change in income trust taxation not expropriation




On October 30, 2007, American citizens Marvin and Elaine Gottlieb[image: External link] filed a Notice of Intent to Submit a Claim to Arbitration under NAFTA, claiming thousands of U.S. investors lost a total of $5 billion in the fall-out from the Conservative Government's[image: External link] decision the previous year to change the tax rate on income trusts in the energy sector. On April 29, 2009, a determination was made that this change in tax law was not expropriation.[70]
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 Impact on Mexican farmers




Several studies have rejected NAFTA as the force responsible for depressing the incomes of poor corn farmers, citing the trend's existence more than a decade before NAFTA's existence, an increase in maize production after NAFTA went into effect in 1994, and the lack of a measurable impact on the price of Mexican corn due to subsidized corn coming into Mexico from the United States, though they agree that the abolition of U.S. agricultural subsidies[image: External link] would benefit Mexican farmers.[71]
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 Zapatista Uprising in response to NAFTA in Chiapas




For more details on this topic, see Zapatista Army of National Liberation[image: External link].

The preparations for NAFTA included cancellation of Article 27 of Mexico's constitution, the cornerstone of Emiliano Zapata[image: External link]'s revolution of 1910–1919. Under the historic Article 27, Indian communal landholdings were protected from sale or privatization. However, this barrier to investment was incompatible with NAFTA. With the removal of Article 27, Indian farmers feared the loss of their remaining lands, and also feared cheap imports (substitutes) from the US. Thus, the Zapatistas labelled NAFTA as a "death sentence" to Indian communities all over Mexico. Then EZLN[image: External link] declared war on the Mexican state on January 1, 1994, the day NAFTA came into force.[72]
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 Chapter 11




Another contentious issue is the impact of the investor state dispute settlement[image: External link] obligations contained in Chapter 11 of the NAFTA.[73] Chapter 11 allows corporations or individuals to sue Mexico, Canada or the United States for compensation when actions taken by those governments (or by those for whom they are responsible at international law, such as provincial, state, or municipal governments) violate the international law.[74]

This chapter has been criticized by groups in the U.S.,[75] Mexico,[76] and Canada[77] for a variety of reasons, including not taking into account important social and environmental[78] considerations. In Canada, several groups, including the Council of Canadians, challenged the constitutionality of Chapter 11. They lost at the trial level[79] and have subsequently appealed.

Methanex Corporation[image: External link], a Canadian corporation, filed a US$[image: External link]970 million suit against the United States, claiming that a California[image: External link] ban on Methyl tert-butyl ether[image: External link] (MTBE), a substance that had found its way into many wells in the state, was hurtful to the corporation's sales of methanol[image: External link]. However, the claim was rejected, and the company was ordered to pay US$3 million to the U.S. government in costs. The tribunal based its decision namely on following reasoning: But as a matter of general international law, a non-discriminatory regulation for a public purpose, which is enacted in accordance with due process and, which affects, inter alios[image: External link], a foreign investor or investment is not deemed expropriatory and compensable unless specific commitments had been given by the regulating government to the then putative foreign investor contemplating investment that the government would refrain from such regulation.[80]

In another case, Metalclad[image: External link], an American corporation, was awarded US$15.6 million from Mexico after a Mexican municipality refused a construction permit for the hazardous waste[image: External link] landfill it intended to construct in Guadalcázar[image: External link], San Luis Potosí[image: External link]. The construction had already been approved by the federal government with various environmental requirements imposed (see paragraph 48 of the tribunal decision). The NAFTA panel found that the municipality did not have the authority to ban construction on the basis of the environmental concerns.[81]

Eli Lilly[image: External link] and Company v. Government of Canada[82] is a US$500mn claim for faulty drug patent legislation.[83] Apotex[image: External link] is suing the U.S. for US$520 million because of lost opportunity in a FDA[image: External link] generic drug decision.[83]

Lone Pine Resources Inc.[image: External link] v. Government of Canada[84] has filed a US$250 million claim against Canada, whom it accuses of "arbitrary, capricious and illegal" behaviour,[85] because Quebec aims to prevent fracking[image: External link] exploration under the St. Lawrence Seaway[image: External link].[83] Milos Barutciski[image: External link], the lawyer who represents Lone Pine, has decried attempts to portray his client as "another rapacious multinational challenging governments’ ability to regulate for health, safety and the environment". Lone Pine Resources is incorporated in Delaware but headquartered in Calgary,[85] and had an initial public offering of stock on the NYSE on May 25, 2011, which offered 15 million shares each for $13 and raised US$195 million.[86] Barutciski acknowledged "that NAFTA and other investor-protection treaties create an anomaly in that Canadian companies that have also seen their permits rescinded by the very same Quebec legislation, which expressly forbids the paying of compensation, do not have the right pursue a NAFTA claim," and that winning "compensation in Canadian courts for domestic companies in this case would be more difficult since the Constitution puts property rights in provincial hands."[85] A treaty with China would extend similar rights to Chinese investors, including SOEs[image: External link].[85]
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 Chapter 19




Also contentious is NAFTA's Chapter 19, which subjects antidumping[image: External link] and countervailing duty[image: External link] (AD/CVD) determinations to binational panel review instead of, or in addition to, conventional judicial review.[87] For example, in the United States, review of agency decisions imposing antidumping and countervailing duties are normally heard before the U.S. Court of International Trade[image: External link], an Article III court[image: External link]. NAFTA parties, however, have the option of appealing the decisions to binational panels composed of five citizens from the two relevant NAFTA countries.[87] The panelists are generally lawyers experienced in international trade law. Since the NAFTA does not include substantive provisions concerning AD/CVD, the panel is charged with determining whether final agency determinations involving AD/CVD conform with the country's domestic law. Chapter 19 can be considered as somewhat of an anomaly in international dispute settlement since it does not apply international law, but requires a panel composed of individuals from many countries to re-examine the application of one country's domestic law.

A Chapter 19 panel is expected to examine whether the agency's determination is supported by "substantial evidence." This standard assumes significant deference to the domestic agency. Some of the most controversial trade disputes in recent years, such as the U.S.-Canada softwood lumber dispute[image: External link], have been litigated before Chapter 19 panels.

Decisions by Chapter 19 panels can be challenged before a NAFTA extraordinary challenge committee. However, an extraordinary challenge committee does not function as an ordinary appeal.[87] Under NAFTA, it will only vacate or remand a decision if the decision involves a significant and material error that threatens the integrity of the NAFTA dispute settlement system. Since January 2006, no NAFTA party has successfully challenged a Chapter 19 panel's decision before an extraordinary challenge committee.
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 Criticism from President Donald Trump




In a 60 Minutes[image: External link] interview in September 2015, the American businessman Donald Trump[image: External link], having announced his candidacy for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] just three months earlier, condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), calling it "the single worst trade deal ever approved in [the United States]",[88] going on to say that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[89][90] Juan Pablo Castañón, president of the Consejo Coordinador Empresarial, expressed his concerns about the renegotiation and the willingness to focus on the car industry that has brought a lot of success[91] A range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[92] Members of the private initiative in Mexico said that in order to eliminate NAFTA there are a lot of laws that have to be adapted by the U.S. Congress and this will also eventually result in legal complaints by the World Trade Organization[image: External link].[91] The Washington Post fact-checker furthermore noted that a Congressional Research Service review of the academic literature on NAFTA concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP."[22]
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 Policy of the Trump administration
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 Renegotiation




Shortly after being elected[image: External link], U.S. President Donald Trump[image: External link] announced his intention to begin renegotiating the terms of NAFTA, seeking to resolve issues with trade outlined during his campaign for the presidency. The leaders of Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link] have indicated their willingness to work with the Trump administration, and although vague on the exact terms that he will be seeking in a renegotiated NAFTA, Trump has threatened to withdraw from it if negotiations fail.[93]

Members of the Trump administration such as U.S. Commerce Secretary[image: External link] Wilbur Ross[image: External link] will play a leading role in the negotiation process.[94]
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 Impact of withdrawing from NAFTA




Following Donald Trump's election to the presidency[image: External link], a range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[95] The worst affected sectors would be textiles, agriculture and automobiles.[96][97]

According to Tufts University political scientist Daniel W. Drezner, the Trump administration's desire to return relations with Mexico to the pre-NAFTA era are misguided. Drezner argues that NAFTA made it easier for Mexico to transform to a real democracy and become a country that views itself as North American. If Trump acts on many of the threats that he has made against Mexico, it is not inconceivable that Mexicans would turn to left-wing populist strongmen, as several South-American countries have. At the very least, US-Mexico relations would worsen, with adverse implications for cooperation on border security, counterterrorism, drug-war cooperation, deportations and managing Central American migration.[36]

According to Chad P. Bown (senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics), "a renegotiated NAFTA that would reestablish trade barriers is unlikely to help workers who lost their jobs — regardless of the cause — take advantage of new employment opportunities."[98]

According to Harvard economist Marc Melitz, "recent research estimates that the repeal of NAFTA would not increase car production in the United States."[99] Melitz notes that this would cost manufacturing jobs.[99]
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 Trans-Pacific Partnership




If the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] comes into effect, existing agreements like NAFTA will be reduced to those provisions that do not conflict with the TPP, or that require greater trade liberalization than the TPP.[100]
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Clinton health care plan of 1993











The Clinton health care plan, known officially as the Health Security Act and unofficially nicknamed "Hillarycare" (after First Lady Hillary Clinton) by its detractors,[1][2] was a 1993 healthcare reform[image: External link] package proposed by the administration of President Bill Clinton and closely associated with the chair of the task force devising the plan, First Lady of the United States Clinton.

The president had campaigned heavily on health care in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. The task force was created in January 1993, but its own processes were somewhat controversial and drew litigation. Its goal was to come up with a comprehensive plan to provide universal health care[image: External link] for all Americans, which was to be a cornerstone of the administration's first-term agenda. A major health care speech was delivered by the president to the US Congress[image: External link] in September 1993. The core element of the proposed plan was an enforced mandate for employers to provide health insurance coverage to all of their employees.

Opposition to the plan was heavy from conservatives[image: External link], libertarians[image: External link], and the health insurance industry[image: External link]. The industry produced a highly effective television ad, "Harry and Louise[image: External link]", in an effort to rally public support against the plan.

Instead of uniting behind the original proposal, many Democrats offered a number of competing plans of their own. Hillary Clinton was drafted by the Clinton Administration to head a new Task Force and sell the plan to the American people, which ultimately backfired amid the barrage from the pharmaceutical and health insurance industries and considerably diminished her own popularity. On September 26, 1994, the final compromise Democratic bill was declared dead by Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] George J. Mitchell[image: External link].[3]
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According to an address to Congress by then-President Bill Clinton on September 22, 1993, the proposed bill would provide a "health care security card" to every citizen that would irrevocably entitle him or her to medical treatment and preventative services, including for pre-existing conditions.[4]

To achieve this, the Clinton health plan required each US citizen[image: External link] and permanent resident alien[image: External link] to become enrolled in a qualified health plan on his or her own or through programs mandated to be offered by businesses with more than 5,000 full-time employees. Subsidies were to be provided to those too poor to afford coverage, including complete subsidies for those below a set income level. Users would choose plans offered by regional health alliances to be established by each state. These alliances would purchase insurance coverage for the state's residents and could set fees for doctors who charge per procedure.[5][6] The act provided funding to be sent to the states for the administration of the plan, beginning at $14 billion in 1993 and reaching $38 billion in 2003.

The plan also specified which benefits must be offered; a National Health Board to oversee the quality of health care services; enhanced physician training; the creation of model information systems; federal funding in the case of the insolvency of state programs; rural health programs; long-term care programs; coverage for abortions, with a "conscience clause" to exempt practitioners with religious objections; malpractice and antitrust reform; fraud prevention measures; and a prescription drug benefit for Medicare, among other features.[7][8]
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 Task Force




Once in office, Bill Clinton quickly set up the Task Force on National Health Care Reform,[9] headed by First Lady Hillary Clinton, to come up with a comprehensive plan to provide universal health care[image: External link] for all Americans, which was to be a cornerstone of the administration's first-term agenda. He delivered a major health care speech to a joint session of Congress[image: External link] on September 22, 1993.[10] In that speech, he explained the problem:


Millions of Americans are just a pink slip away from losing their health insurance, and one serious illness away from losing all their savings. Millions more are locked into the jobs they have now just because they or someone in their family has once been sick and they have what is called the preexisting condition[image: External link]. And on any given day, over 37 million Americans—most of them working people and their little children—have no health insurance at all. And in spite of all this, our medical bills are growing at over twice the rate of inflation, and the United States spends over a third more of its income on health care than any other nation on Earth.



Her leading role in the project was unprecedented for a presidential spouse.[11][12] This unusual decision by the president to put his wife in charge of the project has been attributed to several factors, such as his desire to emphasize his personal commitment to the enterprise.[12]
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 Criticism




Starting on September 28, 1993, Hillary Clinton appeared for several days of testimony before five congressional committees on health care.[13] Opponents of the bill organized against it before it was presented to the Democratic[image: External link]-controlled Congress on November 20, 1993.[13] The bill was a complex proposal of more than 1000 pages, the core element of which was an enforced mandate for employers to provide health insurance[image: External link] coverage to all of their employees. The full text of the November 20 bill (the Health Security Act) is available online.[14]

Prominent opposition to the Clinton plan was led by William Kristol[image: External link] and his policy group Project for the Republican Future, which is widely credited with orchestrating the plan's defeat through a series of now legendary "policy memos" faxed to Republican leaders.[15]


The long-term political effects of a successful... health care bill will be even worse—much worse.... It will revive the reputation of... Democrats as the generous protector of middle-class interests. And it will at the same time strike a punishing blow against Republican claims to defend the middle class by restraining government.

— William Kristol, "Defeating President Clinton's Healthcare Proposal", December 1993[16]



Conservatives[image: External link], libertarians[image: External link], and the health insurance industry[image: External link] proceeded to campaign against the plan, criticizing it as being overly bureaucratic and restrictive of patient choice: The conservative Heritage Foundation[image: External link] argued that "the Clinton Administration is imposing a top-down, command-and-control system of global budgets and premium caps, a superintending National Health Board and a vast system of government sponsored regional alliances, along with a panoply of advisory boards, panels, and councils, interlaced with the expanded operations of the agencies of Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Labor, issuing innumerable rules, regulations, guidelines, and standards."[17]

The effort also included extensive advertising criticizing the plan, including the famous "Harry and Louise[image: External link]" ad, paid for by the Health Insurance Association of America, which depicted a middle-class couple despairing over the plan's complex, bureaucratic nature.[18][19] Time, CBS News, CNN, the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] and the Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] ran stories questioning whether there really was a health care crisis.[20] Op-eds[image: External link] were written against it, including one in The Washington Post by conservative[21] University of Virginia[image: External link] Professor Martha Derthick that said,


In many years of studying American social policy, I have never read an official document that seemed so suffused with coercion and political naivete... with its drastic prescriptions for controlling the conduct of state governments, employers, drug manufacturers, doctors, hospitals and you and me.[22]



Democratic Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link] qualified his agreement that "there is no health care crisis" by stating "there is an insurance crisis" but also indicated "anyone who thinks [the Clinton health care plan] can work in the real world as presently written isn't living in it."[23]

Meanwhile, instead of uniting behind the President's original proposal, other Democrats offered a number of competing plans of their own. Some criticized the plan from the left, preferring a single-payer healthcare[image: External link] system.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Litigation




The First Lady's role in the secret proceedings of the Health Care Task Force also sparked litigation in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit[image: External link] in relation to the Federal Advisory Committee Act[image: External link] (FACA), which requires openness in government. The Clinton White House argued that the Recommendation Clause[image: External link] in Article II of the US Constitution would make it unconstitutional to apply the procedural requirements of FACA to her participation in the meetings of the Task Force. Some constitutional experts argued to the court that such a legal theory was not supported by the text, the history, or the structure of the Constitution.[24] Ultimately, Hillary Clinton won the litigation in June 1993, when the D.C. Circuit ruled narrowly that the First Lady could be deemed a government official (and not a mere private citizen) for the purpose of not having to comply with the procedural requirements of FACA.[25][26]

Also in February 1993, the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons[image: External link], along with several other groups, filed a lawsuit against Hillary Clinton and Donna Shalala[image: External link] over closed-door meetings related to the health care plan. The AAPS sued to gain access to the list of members of the task force. In 1997, Judge Royce C. Lamberth[image: External link] found in favor of the plaintiffs and awarded $285,864 to the AAPS for legal costs; Lamberth also harshly criticized the Clinton administration and Clinton aide Ira Magaziner[image: External link] in his ruling.[27] Subsequently, a federal appeals court overturned in 1999 the award and the initial findings on the basis that Magaziner and the administration had not acted in bad faith.[28]
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 Defeat




In August 1994, Democratic Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] George J. Mitchell[image: External link] introduced a compromise proposal that would have delayed requirements of employers until 2002 and exempted small businesses. However, "even with Mitchell’s bill, there were not enough Democratic Senators behind a single proposal to pass a bill, let alone stop a filibuster."[29]

A few weeks later, Mitchell announced that his compromise plan was dead and that health care reform would have to wait at least until the next Congress. The defeat weakened Clinton politically, emboldened Republicans, and contributed to the notion that she was a "big-government liberal" as decried by conservative opponents.[30]

The 1994 mid-term election became, in the opinion of one media observer, a "referendum on big government – Hillary Clinton had launched a massive health-care reform plan that wound up strangled by its own red tape."[31] In that 1994 election, the Republican revolution[image: External link], led by Newt Gingrich, gave the GOP control of both the House of Representatives and the Senate for the first time since the 83rd Congress[image: External link] of 1953–1954, ending prospects for a Clinton-sponsored health care overhaul.

Comprehensive health care reform in the United States[image: External link] was not seriously considered[image: External link] or enacted[image: External link] by Congress until Barack Obama's[image: External link] election in 2008.
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 Controversy in retrospect and perspective




In 1997, the Clinton administration supported an experimental program in New York that paid medical schools to train fewer doctors to reduce a "glut of physicians."[32]

In 2004, as a US senator from New York, Hillary Clinton argued in The New York Times that the current health care system is unsustainable, and she offered several solutions.[33] Her article also mentioned areas of agreement with onetime opponent Newt Gingrich, and likewise, Gingrich has expressed agreement with Clinton on some aspects of health care, including a bill to modernize medical record keeping.[34][35]

In 2005, referring to her previous efforts at health care reform, she said, "I learned some valuable lessons about the legislative process, the importance of bipartisan cooperation and the wisdom of taking small steps to get a big job done."[30] Again in 2007, she reflected on her role in 1993–1994: "I think that both the process and the plan were flawed. We were trying to do something that was very hard to do, and we made a lot of mistakes."[36]

She received hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign contributions from doctors, hospitals, drug companies, and insurance companies for her 2006 re-election in the Senate, including several insurance companies that were members of the Health Insurance Association of America that helped defeat the Clinton Health Plan in 1994.[19] Charles N. Kahn III[image: External link], a Republican who was executive vice president of the Health Insurance Association in 1993 and 1994, refers to his previous battles with Clinton as "ancient history," and says "she is extremely knowledgeable about health care and has become a Congressional leader on the issue."[19]

Until the Affordable Healthcare for America Act[image: External link], a combination of factors kept health care off the top of the agenda. For example, politicians were not eager to confront the forces that successfully frustrated the Clinton effort, health maintenance organizations[image: External link] were able to limit cost increases to some extent, and a conservative Republican majority in Congress or a conservative Republican president was in power or in office.[37]

The Clinton health care plan remains the most prominent national proposal associated with Hillary Clinton and may have influenced her prospects in the 2008 presidential election. There are some similarities between Clinton's plan and Republican Mitt Romney[image: External link]'s health care plan, which has been implemented in Massachusetts,[18][38] though Romney has since distanced himself from Clinton on the issue, in particular arguing that his plan calls for more control at the state level and the private market, not from the federal government.[39]

In September 2007, former Clinton Administration senior health policy advisor Paul Starr[image: External link] published an article, "The Hillarycare Mythology,"[40] and he wrote that Bill, not Hillary, Clinton, was the driving force behind the plan at all stages of its origination and development; the task force headed by her quickly became useless and was not the primary force behind formulating the proposed policy; and "[n]ot only did the fiction of Hillary's personal responsibility for the health plan fail to protect the president at the time, it has also now come back to haunt her in her own quest for the presidency."[40]
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	Health Security Express[image: External link]

	History of health care reform in the United States[image: External link]
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United States House of Representatives elections, 1994






The 1994 United States House of Representatives election (also known as the Republican Revolution) was held on November 8, 1994, in the middle of President Bill Clinton's first term. As a result of a 54-seat swing in membership from Democrats to Republicans, the Republican Party[image: External link] gained a majority of seats in the United States House of Representatives for the first time since 1952[image: External link] and a majority of votes for the first time since 1946[image: External link]. It was also the largest seat gain for the Republican Party since 1946.

The Democratic Party[image: External link] had run the House for all but four of the preceding 62 years. With help from the Harry and Louise[image: External link] television ads, the Republican Party was able to unite the majority of Americans against President Clinton's proposed healthcare reform.[2] Capitalizing on the negative perception Clinton received because of this push, the Republicans argued Clinton had abandoned the New Democrat[image: External link] platform he campaigned on during the 1992 Presidential election and united behind Newt Gingrich's Contract with America[image: External link],[3] which promoted immediate action on institutional reform and the decentralization of federal authority.[4]

In a historic election, House Speaker Tom Foley[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]- Washington[image: External link]) was defeated for re-election in his district, becoming the first Speaker of the House to fail to win re-election since Galusha Grow[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]- Pennsylvania[image: External link]) during the 1862 midterm elections[image: External link].[5] Other major upsets included the defeat of powerful long-serving Representatives such as Ways and Means Chairman Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link] (D- Illinois[image: External link]) and Judiciary Chairman Jack Brooks[image: External link] (D- Texas[image: External link]). In all, 34 incumbents (all Democrats) were defeated, though a few of them (like David Price[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Ted Strickland[image: External link] of Ohio[image: External link]) regained seats in later elections; Maria Cantwell[image: External link] of Washington won a U.S. Senate race in 2000. Republicans also won some seats that were left open by retiring Democrats. Democrats won four Republican-held seats where the incumbents were stepping down (Maine, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island). Democrats who were elected in this situation included Rhode Island congressman and Kennedy family member Patrick J. Kennedy[image: External link] and future Maine governor John Baldacci[image: External link]. No Republican incumbent lost his or her seat in 1994.

Minority whip[image: External link] Newt Gingrich ( R[image: External link]- Georgia[image: External link]), re-elected in the Republican landslide, became Speaker (previous Minority Leader[image: External link] Robert H. Michel[image: External link] having retired). The Majority Leader[image: External link], Dick Gephardt[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]- Missouri[image: External link]) became Minority Leader. The new Republican Party (GOP) leadership in the House promised to bring a dozen legislative proposals to a vote in the first 100 days of the session, although the Senate did not always follow suit. A significant realigning election[image: External link], the Solid South[image: External link] underwent a drastic transformation. Before the election, House Democrats outnumbered House Republicans. Afterwards, with the Republicans having picked up a total of 19 "Solid South" seats, they were able to outnumber Democrats for the first time since Reconstruction[image: External link].[6] The Republicans would go on to remain the majority party of the House for the following 12 years, until the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] following the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link].
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 GOP gains, 1992–94






	Category
	 % Rep.

1992
	 % Rep.

1994
	 % shift

to GOP

1992–94
	size of

group

% /all



	Southern whites
	53
	65
	12
	24



	White men
	51
	62
	11
	40



	White "Born Again" Christian
	66
	76
	10
	20



	Whites 30–44 years old
	51
	61
	10
	28



	Independents
	46
	56
	10
	24



	White Protestants
	57
	66
	9
	41



	Whites 60 and over
	46
	55
	9
	26



	Whites
	50
	58
	8
	79



	Men 30–44 years old
	49
	57
	8
	17



	Republicans
	85
	93
	8
	35



	Income under $15,000
	31
	38
	7
	11



	Conservatives
	72
	79
	7
	34



	Men 60 and over
	44
	51
	7
	12



	Whites 45-59
	52
	59
	7
	23



	Men
	48
	54
	6
	49



	High school education
	42
	48
	6
	22



	Some college
	47
	53
	6
	32



	White women
	49
	55
	6
	40



	Unmarried men
	42
	48
	6
	14



	Country on "wrong track"
	--
	67
	
	59



	Disapprove of Clinton
	--
	82
	
	49



	1992 Perot voters
	--
	67
	
	12





	Source: Data from exit-poll surveys by Voter Research and Surveys and Mitofsky International published in the New York Times, November 13, 1994, p. 24.
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 Religious right




Evangelicals were an important group within the electorate and a significant voting block in the Republican party. The national exit poll by Mitofsky International showed 27% of all voters identified themselves as a born-again or evangelical Christians, up from 18% in 1988 and 24% in 1992. Republican House candidates outpolled Democrats among white evangelicals by a massive 52 points, 76% to 24%.[7]

According to a survey sponsored by the Christian Coalition, 33 percent of the 1994 voters were "religious conservatives," up from 24 percent in 1992 and 18 percent in 1988 (CQ Weekly Report), November 19, 1994, p. 3364; in the 1994 exit poll, 38 percent identified themselves as "conservatives," compared with 30 percent in 1992.[8]


	Party identification and ideology by selected religious groups 1994





	
	Party identification
	Political ideology



	Religion
	Democrats
	Republicans
	Liberal
	Moderate
	Conservative



	White evangelical
	20%
	54%
	6%
	33%
	61%



	Highly religious
	34
	39
	15
	48
	37



	Secular
	44
	27
	31
	47
	22



	Jewish
	57
	13
	36
	50
	14



	All voters
	41
	35
	18
	47
	35





	Source: Mitofsky International exit poll in Klinkner, p. 121.
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 Overall results






	↓



	230
	1
	204



	Republican
	I
	Democratic






	Party
	Seats
	Seat percentage
	Vote percentage
	Popular vote



	1992[image: External link]
	Elected
	Net Change



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	176
	230
	+54
	52.9%
	51.9%
	36,569,698



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	258
	204
	-54
	46.9%
	44.8%
	31,609,829



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	1
	1
	0
	0.2%
	0.7%
	497,403



	
	Libertarian Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.6%
	415,650



	
	U.S. Taxpayers' Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	90,793



	
	Right to Life Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	70,526



	
	Peace and Freedom Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	63,450



	
	Natural Law Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	62,556



	
	Conservative Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	56,470



	
	Green Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	52,096



	
	A Connecticut Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	27,716



	
	Grassroots Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	11,960



	
	Patriot Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	11,053



	
	Independent American Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	9,615



	
	American Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,695



	
	Gun Control Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,620



	
	Independence Fusion Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,464



	
	Cash for Congress Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	4,191



	
	Socialist Workers Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,927



	
	LaRouche Was Right Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,396



	
	Citizens with Szabo Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,278



	
	United We Serve Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,015



	
	Best Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	2,815



	
	Concerns of People Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	2,536



	
	United Independent Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,918



	
	Workers League Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,819



	
	Capitalist Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,774



	
	Ax Taxes Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,679



	
	Fed Up Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,603



	
	Inflation Fighting Housewife Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,598



	
	We the People Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,494



	
	Liberty Union Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,493



	
	Delaware Independent Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,404



	
	Politicians Are Crooks Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,319



	
	Democracy in Action Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,122



	
	Perot Hispano American Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	589



	
	Fascist Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	436



	
	Others
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	1.3%
	883,648



	Totals
	435
	435
	+0
	100.0%
	100.0%
	70,493,648



	Source: Election Statistics - Office of the Clerk[image: External link]







	Popular vote



	
	
	
	
	



	Republican
	
  


	51.88%



	Democratic
	
  


	44.84%



	Libertarian
	
  


	0.59%



	Others
	
  


	2.69%









	House seats



	
	
	
	
	



	Republican
	
  


	52.87%



	Democratic
	
  


	46.90%



	Others
	
  


	0.23%
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 Incumbents defeated




Every Republican incumbent standing won re-election. Thirty-four incumbent Democrats (including 16 "freshmen") were defeated in 1994. Democrats from Washington[image: External link] lost the most seats (5).


	
Karan English[image: External link] ( AZ-6[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Dan Hamburg[image: External link] ( CA-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Richard H. Lehman[image: External link] ( CA-19[image: External link], elected in 1982)

	
Lynn Schenk[image: External link] ( CA-49[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
George "Buddy" Darden[image: External link] ( GA-7[image: External link], elected in 1983)

	
Clete Donald Johnson, Jr.[image: External link] ( GA-10[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Larry LaRocco[image: External link] ( ID-1[image: External link], elected in 1990)

	
Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link] ( IL-5[image: External link], elected in 1958) - 36-year incumbent, Ways and Means committee chairman, later pleaded guilty to charges of mail fraud and was fined and sentenced to 17 months in prison.

	
Jill Long[image: External link] ( IN-4[image: External link], elected in 1989)

	
Frank McCloskey[image: External link] ( IN-8[image: External link], elected in 1982)

	
Neal Edward Smith[image: External link] ( IA-4[image: External link], elected in 1958) - 36-year incumbent, Appropriations subcommittee chairman

	
Dan Glickman[image: External link] ( KS-4[image: External link], elected in 1976) - Intelligence Committee chairman

	
Thomas Barlow[image: External link] ( KY-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Peter Hoagland[image: External link] ( NE-2[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
James Bilbray[image: External link] ( NV-1[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
Dick Swett[image: External link] ( NH-2[image: External link], elected in 1990)

	
Herb Klein[image: External link] ( NJ-8[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
George J. Hochbrueckner[image: External link] ( NY-1[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
Martin Lancaster[image: External link] ( NC-3[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
David Price[image: External link] ( NC-4[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
David S. Mann[image: External link] ( OH-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Ted Strickland[image: External link] ( OH-6[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Eric Fingerhut[image: External link] ( OH-19[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky[image: External link] ( PA-13[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Jack Brooks[image: External link] ( TX-9[image: External link], elected in 1952) - 42-year incumbent, Judiciary Committee chairman, and the most senior Representative ever to have lost a general election for the U.S. House.

	
Bill Sarpalius[image: External link] ( TX-13[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
Karen Shepherd[image: External link] ( UT-2[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Leslie L. Byrne[image: External link] ( VA-11[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Maria Cantwell[image: External link] ( WA-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Jolene Unsoeld[image: External link] ( WA-3[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
Jay Inslee[image: External link] ( WA-4[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Speaker Tom Foley[image: External link] ( WA-5[image: External link], elected in 1964) - one of the most historic defeats in congressional history; Foley had not only represented the Spokane[image: External link] area for thirty years, but was Speaker of the House, one of the most powerful men in D.C., so his defeat was symbolic[citation needed[image: External link]] of the entire 1994 election. (This was the first time since 1862 that a sitting Speaker was defeated in a re-election bid.)

	
Mike Kreidler[image: External link] ( WA-9[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Peter W. Barca[image: External link] ( WI-1[image: External link], elected in 1993)
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 Complete results





Contents


	Alabama

	Alaska

	Arizona

	Arkansas

	California

	Colorado

	Connecticut

	Delaware

	Florida

	Georgia

	Hawaii

	Idaho

	Illinois

	Indiana

	Iowa

	Kansas

	Kentucky

	Louisiana

	Maine

	Maryland

	Massachusetts

	Michigan

	Minnesota

	Mississippi

	Missouri

	Montana

	Nebraska

	Nevada

	New Hampshire

	New Jersey

	New Mexico

	New York

	North Carolina

	North Dakota

	Ohio

	Oklahoma

	Oregon

	Pennsylvania

	Rhode Island

	South Carolina

	South Dakota

	Tennessee

	Texas

	Utah

	Vermont

	Virginia

	Washington

	West Virginia

	Wisconsin

	Wyoming





Key to party abbreviations: C=Constitution, D=Democratic, G=Green, I=Independent, IP=Independence Party, L=Libertarian, R=Republican, T=U.S. Taxpayers Party.
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 Alabama






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Alabama 1[image: External link]
	Sonny Callahan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sonny Callahan[image: External link] (R) 67.3%

Don Womack (D) 32.7%



	Alabama 2[image: External link]
	Terry Everett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Terry Everett[image: External link] (R) 73.6%

Brian Dowling (D) 26.4%



	Alabama 3[image: External link]
	Glen Browder[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Glen Browder[image: External link] (D) 63.6%

Ben Hand (R) 36.4%



	Alabama 4[image: External link]
	Tom Bevill[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Bevill[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Alabama 5[image: External link]
	Robert E. Cramer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert E. Cramer[image: External link] (D) 50.5%

Wayne Parker (R) 49.5%



	Alabama 6[image: External link]
	Spencer Bachus[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Spencer Bachus[image: External link] (R) 79.0%

Larry Fortenberry (D) 20.9%



	Alabama 7[image: External link]
	Earl F. Hilliard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Earl F. Hilliard[image: External link] (D) 76.9%

Alfred J. Middleton. Sr. (R) 23.0%
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 Alaska






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Alaska At-large[image: External link]
	Don Young[image: External link]
	Republican
	1973
	Re-elected
	Don Young[image: External link] (R) 56.9%

Tony Smith (D) 32.7%

Joni Whitmore (G) 10.2%

Write-In 0.2%
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 Arizona






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Arizona 1[image: External link]
	Sam Coppersmith[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Matt Salmon[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

Chuck Blanchard (D) 39.1%

Bob Howarth (L) 4.9%



	Arizona 2[image: External link]
	Ed Pastor[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1991
	Re-elected
	Ed Pastor[image: External link] (D) 62.3%

Robert MacDonald (R) 32.7%

James Bertrand (L) 5.0%



	Arizona 3[image: External link]
	Bob Stump[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Stump[image: External link] (R) 70.1%

Howard Lee Sprague (D) 29.9%



	Arizona 4[image: External link]
	Jon Kyl[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	John Shadegg[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Carol Cure (D) 36.0%

Mark Yannone (L) 3.8%



	Arizona 5[image: External link]
	Jim Kolbe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Kolbe[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Gary Auerbach (D) 28.7%

Phillip W. Murphy (L) 3.5%



	Arizona 6[image: External link]
	Karan English[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	J. D. Hayworth[image: External link] (R) 54.6%

Karan English[image: External link] (D) 41.5%

Sequoia R. Fuller (L) 3.9%
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 Arkansas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Arkansas 1[image: External link]
	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link] (D) 53.4%

Warren Dupwe (R) 46.6%



	Arkansas 2[image: External link]
	Ray Thornton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ray Thornton[image: External link] (D) 57.4%

Bill Powell (R) 42.6%



	Arkansas 3[image: External link]
	Tim Hutchinson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Hutchinson[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Berta L. Seitz (D) 32.3%



	Arkansas 4[image: External link]
	Jay Dickey[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jay Dickey[image: External link] (R) 51.8%

Jay Bradford (D) 48.2%
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 California






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	California 1[image: External link]
	Dan Hamburg[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Frank Riggs[image: External link] (R) 53.3%

Dan Hamburg (D) 46.7%



	California 2[image: External link]
	Wally Herger[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wally Herger[image: External link] (R) 64.2%

Mary Jacobs (D) 26%

Devvy Kidd (AI) 7.3%

Harry H. "Doc" Pendery (L) 2.5%



	California 3[image: External link]
	Vic Fazio[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Vic Fazio[image: External link] (D) 49.7%

Tim Lefever (R) 46.1%

Ross Crain (L) 4.2%



	California 4[image: External link]
	John Doolittle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Doolittle[image: External link] (R) 61.3%

Katie Hirning (D) 34.9%

Damon C. Falconi (L) 3.8%



	California 5[image: External link]
	Bob Matsui[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Matsui[image: External link] (D) 68.5%

Robert Dinsmore (R) 29%

Gordon Mors (AI) 2.5%



	California 6[image: External link]
	Lynn Woolsey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lynn Woolsey[image: External link] (D) 58.1%

Mike Nuget (R) 37.6%

Louis Beary (L) 2.6%

Ernest K. Jones, Jr. (PF) 1.7%



	California 7[image: External link]
	George Miller[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	George Miller[image: External link] (D) 69.7%

Charles Hughes (R) 27.4%

William A. Callison (PF) 2.9%



	California 8[image: External link]
	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1987
	Re-elected
	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] (D) 81.8%

Elsa Cheung (R) 18.2%



	California 9[image: External link]
	Ron Dellums[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Dellums[image: External link] (D) 72.2%

Deborah Wright (R) 22.6%

Emma Wong Mar (PF) 5.1%



	California 10[image: External link]
	Bill Baker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Baker[image: External link] (R) 59.3%

Ellen Schwartz[image: External link] (D) 38.6%

Craig W. Cooper (PF) 2.1%



	California 11[image: External link]
	Richard Pombo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Pombo[image: External link] (R) 62.1%

Randy Perry (D) 34.9%

Joseph B. Miller (L) 3%



	California 12[image: External link]
	Tom Lantos[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Lantos[image: External link] (D) 67.4%

Deborah Wilder (R) 32.6%



	California 13[image: External link]
	Pete Stark[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Stark[image: External link] (D) 64.6%

Larry Molton (R) 30.2%

Robert Gough (L) 5.1%



	California 14[image: External link]
	Anna Eshoo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Anna Eshoo[image: External link] (D) 60.6%

Ben Brink (R) 39.4%



	California 15[image: External link]
	Norm Mineta[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Norm Mineta[image: External link] (D) 59.9%

Bob Wick (R) 40.1%



	California 16[image: External link]
	Don Edwards[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Zoe Lofgren[image: External link] (D) 65%

Lyle Smith (R) 35%



	California 17[image: External link]
	Sam Farr[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Re-elected
	Sam Farr[image: External link] (D) 52.2%

Bill McCampbell (R) 44.5%

E. Craig Coffin (G) 3.3%



	California 18[image: External link]
	Gary Condit[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Gary Condit[image: External link] (D) 65.5%

Tom Carter (R) 31.7%

James B. Morzella (L) 2.8%



	California 19[image: External link]
	Richard H. Lehman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	George Radanovich[image: External link] (R) 56.8%

Richard H. Lehman (D) 39.6%

Dolores Comstock (L) 3.6%



	California 20[image: External link]
	Cal Dooley[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cal Dooley[image: External link] (D) 56.7%

Paul Young (R) 43.3%



	California 21[image: External link]
	Bill Thomas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Thomas[image: External link] (R) 68.1%

John Evans (D) 27.7%

Mike Hodges (L) 4%

Write-ins 0.2%



	California 22[image: External link]
	Michael Huffington[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate[image: External link]

Republican hold
	Andrea Seastrand[image: External link] (R) 49.3%

Walter Capps[image: External link] (D) 48.5%

David L. Bersohn (L) 2.2%



	California 23[image: External link]
	Elton Gallegly[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Elton Gallegly[image: External link] (R) 66.2%

Kevin Ready (D) 27.4%

Bill Brown (L) 3.8%

Robert Marston (G) 2.6%



	California 24[image: External link]
	Anthony C. Beilenson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Anthony C. Beilenson[image: External link] (D) 49.4%

Rich Sybert (R) 47.5%

John C. Koelher (L) 3.1%



	California 25[image: External link]
	Howard McKeon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard McKeon[image: External link] (R) 64.9%

James Gilmartin (D) 31.4%

Devin Cutler (L) 3.7%



	California 26[image: External link]
	Howard Berman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard Berman[image: External link] (D) 62.6%

Gary E. Forsch (R) 32.2%

Erich D. Miller (L) 5.2%



	California 27[image: External link]
	Carlos Moorhead[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carlos Moorhead[image: External link] (R) 53%

Doug Kahn (D) 42.1%

Bill Gibbs (AI) 2.6%

Dennis Decherd (L) 2.3%



	California 28[image: External link]
	David Dreier[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Dreier[image: External link] (R) 67.1%

Tommy Randle (D) 30.4%

Jorj Clayton Baker (L) 2.5%



	California 29[image: External link]
	Henry Waxman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Henry Waxman[image: External link] (D) 68%

Paul Stepanek (R) 28.3%

Michael J. Binkley (L) 3.8%



	California 30[image: External link]
	Xavier Becerra[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Xavier Becerra[image: External link] (D) 66.2%

David Ramirez (R) 28.2%

R. William Weilberg (L) 5.6%



	California 31[image: External link]
	Matthew G. Martinez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Matthew G. Martinez[image: External link] (D) 59.1%

John Flores (R) 40.9%



	California 32[image: External link]
	Julian C. Dixon[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Julian C. Dixon[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Ernie Farhat (R) 17.6%

John Honingsfeld (PF) 4.8%



	California 33[image: External link]
	Lucille Roybal-Allard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lucille Roybal-Allard[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Kermit Booker (P) 18.5%



	California 34[image: External link]
	Esteban Edward Torres[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Esteban Edward Torres[image: External link] (D) 61.7%

Albert Nunez (R) 34.1%

Carl M. "Marty" Swinney (L) 4.2%



	California 35[image: External link]
	Maxine Waters[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Maxine Waters[image: External link] (D) 78.1%

Nate Truman (R) 21.9%



	California 36[image: External link]
	Jane Harman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jane Harman[image: External link] (D) 48.0%

Susan Brooks (R) 47.6%

Jack Tyler (L) 2.5%

Joseph G. "Joe" Fields (AI) 1.9%



	California 37[image: External link]
	Walter R. Tucker III[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Walter R. Tucker III[image: External link] (D) 77.4%

Guy Wilson (R) 22.3%

Write-in 0.3%



	California 38[image: External link]
	Steve Horn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Horn[image: External link] (R) 58.5%

Peter Mathews (D) 36.8%

Lester W. Mueller (L) 2.6%

Richard K. Green (PF) 2.1%



	California 39[image: External link]
	Ed Royce[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Royce[image: External link] (R) 66.4%

Bob Davis (D) 29%

Jack Dean (L) 4.6%



	California 40[image: External link]
	Jerry Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Lewis[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Don Rusk (D) 29.3%



	California 41[image: External link]
	Jay Kim[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jay Kim[image: External link] (R) 62.1%

Ed Tessier (D) 37.9%



	California 42[image: External link]
	George Brown, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962/ 1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	George Brown, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 51.1%

Rob Guzman (R) 48.8%

Write-in 0.5%



	California 43[image: External link]
	Ken Calvert[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ken Calvert[image: External link] (R) 54.7%

Mark Takano[image: External link] (D) 38.4%

Gene L. Berkman (L) 6.2%

Write-ins 0.6%



	California 44[image: External link]
	Al McCandless[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sonny Bono[image: External link] (R) 55.6%

Steve Clute (D) 38.1%

Donald Cochran (AI) 6.3%



	California 45[image: External link]
	Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link] (R) 69.1%

Brett Williamson (D) 30.9%



	California 46[image: External link]
	Bob Dornan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976/ 1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Dornan[image: External link] (R) 57.1%

Mike Farber (D) 37.2%

Richard G. Newhouse (L) 5.7%



	California 47[image: External link]
	Christopher Cox[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Christopher Cox[image: External link] (R) 71.7%

Gary Kingbury (D) 25%

Victor A. Wagner, Jr. (L) 3.4%



	California 48[image: External link]
	Ron Packard[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Packard[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Andrei Leshick (D) 22.2%

Donna White (PF) 4.4%



	California 49[image: External link]
	Lynn Schenk[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Brian Bilbray[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

Lynn Schenk (D) 46%

Chris Hoogenboom (L) 2.8%

Renate M. Kline (PF) 2.7%



	California 50[image: External link]
	Bob Filner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Filner[image: External link] (D) 56.7%

Mary Alice Acevedo (R) 35.4%

Richardo Duenez (L) 3.2%

Guillermo Ramirez (PF) 2.9%

Kip Krueger (G) 1.9%



	California 51[image: External link]
	Duke Cunningham[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Duke Cunningham[image: External link] (R) 66.9%

Rita Tamerius (D) 27.7%

Bill Holmes (L) 3.4%

Miriam Clark (PF) 2%



	California 52[image: External link]
	Duncan Hunter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Duncan Hunter[image: External link] (R) 64%

Janet Gastil (D) 31.1%

Joe Shea (L) 3.1%

Art Edelman (PF) 1.9%
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 Colorado






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Colorado 1[image: External link]
	Patricia Schroeder[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Patricia Schroeder[image: External link] (D) 60.0%

William F. Eggert (R) 40.0%



	Colorado 2[image: External link]
	David Skaggs[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Skaggs[image: External link] (D) 56.8%

Patricia Miller (R) 46.2%



	Colorado 3[image: External link]
	Scott McInnis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scott McInnis[image: External link] (R) 69.6%

Linda Powers (D) 30.4%



	Colorado 4[image: External link]
	Wayne Allard[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wayne Allard[image: External link] (R) 72.3%

Cathy Kipp (D) 27.7%



	Colorado 5[image: External link]
	Joel Hefley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joel Hefley[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Colorado 6[image: External link]
	Daniel Schaefer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1983
	Re-elected
	Daniel Schaefer[image: External link] (R) 69.8%

John Hallen (D) 28.0%

John Heckman (Concerns of the People) 1.4%

Stephen D. Dawson (Natural Law) 0.8%
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 Connecticut






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Connecticut 1[image: External link]
	Barbara B. Kennelly[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara B. Kennelly[image: External link] (D) 73.5%

Douglas Putnam (R) 24.7%

John F. Forry III (Concerned Citizens[image: External link]) 1.8%



	Connecticut 2[image: External link]
	Sam Gejdenson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sam Gejdenson[image: External link] (D) 42.56%

Edward W. Munster (R) 42.55%

David Bingham (A Connecticut Party[image: External link]) 14.90%



	Connecticut 3[image: External link]
	Rosa DeLauro[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rosa DeLauro[image: External link] (D) 63.4%

Susan Johnson (R) 36.6%



	Connecticut 4[image: External link]
	Chris Shays[image: External link]
	Republican
	1987
	Re-elected
	Chris Shays[image: External link] (R) 74.4%

Jonathan D. Kantrowitz (D) 23.8%

Irving Sussman (L) 1.3%

Terry M. Nevas (Natural Law) 0.5%



	Connecticut 5[image: External link]
	Gary Franks[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gary Franks[image: External link] (R) 52.2%

James H. Maloney[image: External link] (D) 45.5%

Rosita Rodriguez (Concerned Citizens) 2.3%



	Connecticut 6[image: External link]
	Nancy Johnson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nancy Johnson[image: External link] (R) 63.9%

Charlotte Koskoff (D) 31.5%

Patrick J. Danford (Concerned Citizens) 4.6%
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 Delaware






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Delaware At-large[image: External link]
	Michael N. Castle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael N. Castle[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Carol Ann DeSantis (D) 26.6%

Danny Ray Beaver (L) 2.0%

Donald M. Hockmuth (A Delaware Party) 0.7%
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 Florida






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Florida 1[image: External link]
	Earl Dewitt Hutto[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Joe Scarborough[image: External link] (R) 61.6%

Vince Whibbs, Jr. (D) 38.4%



	Florida 2[image: External link]
	Pete Peterson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Peterson[image: External link] (D) 61.3%

Carole Griffin (R) 38.7%



	Florida 3[image: External link]
	Corrine Brown[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Corrine Brown[image: External link] (D) 57.7%

Marc Little (R) 42.3%



	Florida 4[image: External link]
	Tillie K. Fowler[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tillie K. Fowler[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 5[image: External link]
	Karen Thurman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Karen Thurman[image: External link] (D) 57.2%

Don Garlits[image: External link] (R) 42.8%



	Florida 6[image: External link]
	Cliff Stearns[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cliff Stearns[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 7[image: External link]
	John Mica[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Mica[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Edward D. Goddard (D) 26.6%



	Florida 8[image: External link]
	Bill McCollum[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill McCollum[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 9[image: External link]
	Michael Bilirakis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael Bilirakis[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 10[image: External link]
	Bill Young[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Young[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 11[image: External link]
	Sam Gibbons[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sam Gibbons[image: External link] (D) 51.6%

Mark Sharpe (R) 48.2%



	Florida 12[image: External link]
	Charles T. Canady[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles T. Canady[image: External link] (R) 65.0%

Robert Connors (D) 35.0%



	Florida 13[image: External link]
	Dan Miller[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dan Miller[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 14[image: External link]
	Porter J. Goss[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Porter J. Goss[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 15[image: External link]
	Jim Bacchus[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Dave Weldon[image: External link] (R) 53.7%

Sue Munsey (D) 46.1%



	Florida 16[image: External link]
	Tom Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Mark Foley[image: External link] (R) 58.1%

John P. Comerford (D) 41.9%



	Florida 17[image: External link]
	Carrie P. Meek[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carrie P. Meek[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Florida 18[image: External link]
	Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1989
	Re-elected
	Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 19[image: External link]
	Harry Johnston[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harry Johnston[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

Peter J. Tsakanikas (R) 33.9%



	Florida 20[image: External link]
	Peter Deutsch[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter Deutsch[image: External link] (D) 61.2%

Beverly Kennedy (R) 38.8%



	Florida 21[image: External link]
	Lincoln Diaz-Balart[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lincoln Diaz-Balart[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 22[image: External link]
	E. Clay Shaw, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	E. Clay Shaw, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 63.4%

Hermine L. Wiener (D) 36.6%



	Florida 23[image: External link]
	Alcee Hastings[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Alcee Hastings[image: External link] (D) unopposed
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 Georgia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Georgia 1[image: External link]
	Jack Kingston[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Kingston[image: External link] (R) 76.6%

Raymond Beckworth (D) 23.4%



	Georgia 2[image: External link]
	Sanford Bishop[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sanford Bishop[image: External link] (D) 66.2%

John Clayton (R) 33.8%



	Georgia 3[image: External link]
	Mac Collins[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mac Collins[image: External link] (R) 65.5%

Fred Overby (D) 34.5%



	Georgia 4[image: External link]
	John Linder[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Linder[image: External link] (R) 57.9%

Comer Yates (D) 42.1%



	Georgia 5[image: External link]
	John Lewis[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Lewis[image: External link] (D) 69.1%

Dale Dixon (R) 30.9%



	Georgia 6[image: External link]
	Newt Gingrich
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Newt Gingrich (R) 64.2%

Ben L. Jones[image: External link] (D) 35.8%



	Georgia 7[image: External link]
	George Darden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1983
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Bob Barr (R) 51.9%

George Darden (D) 48.1%



	Georgia 8[image: External link]
	J. Roy Rowland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Saxby Chambliss[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Craig Mathis (D) 37.3%



	Georgia 9[image: External link]
	Nathan Deal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nathan Deal[image: External link] (D) 57.9%

Robert L. Castello (R) 42.1%



	Georgia 10[image: External link]
	Don Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Charlie Norwood[image: External link] (R) 65.2%

Don Johnson (D) 34.8%



	Georgia 11[image: External link]
	Cynthia McKinney[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cynthia McKinney[image: External link] (D) 65.6%

Woodrow Lovett (R) 34.4%
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 Hawaii






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Hawaii 1[image: External link]
	Neil Abercrombie[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Neil Abercrombie[image: External link] (D) 53.6%

Orson Swindle[image: External link] (R) 43.4%

Alexandria Kaan ( Best[image: External link]) 1.6%

Roger Lee Taylor (L) 1.4%



	Hawaii 2[image: External link]
	Patsy Mink[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Patsy Mink[image: External link] (D) 70.1%

Robert H. Garner (R) 24.2%

Larry Bartley (L) 5.7%
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 Idaho






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Idaho 1[image: External link]
	Larry LaRocco[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Helen Chenoweth (R) 55.4%

Larry LaRocco (D) 44.6%



	Idaho 2[image: External link]
	Mike Crapo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mike Crapo[image: External link] (R) 75.0%

Penny Fletcher (D) 25.0%
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 Illinois






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Illinois 1[image: External link]
	Bobby Rush[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bobby Rush[image: External link] (D) 75.7%

William J. Kelly (R) 24.3%



	Illinois 2[image: External link]
	Mel Reynolds[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Reynolds[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Illinois 3[image: External link]
	Bill Lipinski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Lipinski[image: External link] (D) 54.2%

Jim Nalepa (R) 45.8%



	Illinois 4[image: External link]
	Luis Gutiérrez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Luis Gutiérrez[image: External link] (D) 75.2%

Steven Valtierra (R) 24.8%



	Illinois 5[image: External link]
	Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1958[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Michael Patrick Flanagan[image: External link] (R) 54.4%

Dan Rostenkowski (D) 45.6%



	Illinois 6[image: External link]
	Henry Hyde
	Republican
	1974
	Re-elected
	Henry Hyde (R) 73.5%

Tom Berry (D) 23.6%

Robert L. Hogan (L) 1.7%

Robert L. Wheat (I) 1.2%



	Illinois 7[image: External link]
	Cardiss Collins[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1973
	Re-elected
	Cardiss Collins[image: External link] (D) 79.6%

Charles Mobley (R) 20.4%



	Illinois 8[image: External link]
	Phil Crane[image: External link]
	Republican
	1969
	Re-elected
	Phil Crane[image: External link] (R) 64.9%

Robert C. Walberg (D) 35.1%



	Illinois 9[image: External link]
	Sidney R. Yates[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sidney R. Yates[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

George Edward Larney (R) 33.9%



	Illinois 10[image: External link]
	John Porter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Porter[image: External link] (R) 75.1%

Andrew M. Krupp (D) 24.9%



	Illinois 11[image: External link]
	George E. Sangmeister[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jerry Weller[image: External link] (R) 60.6%

Frank Giglio (D) 39.4%



	Illinois 12[image: External link]
	Jerry Costello[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Costello[image: External link] (D) 65.9%

Jan Morris (R) 34.1%



	Illinois 13[image: External link]
	Harris W. Fawell[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harris W. Fawell[image: External link] (R) 73.1%

William A. Riley (D) 26.9%



	Illinois 14[image: External link]
	Dennis Hastert
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dennis Hastert (R) 76.5%

Steve Denari (D) 23.5%



	Illinois 15[image: External link]
	Thomas W. Ewing[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Thomas W. Ewing[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Paul Alexander (D) 31.8%



	Illinois 16[image: External link]
	Donald A. Manzullo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Donald A. Manzullo[image: External link] (R) 70.6%

Pete Sullivan (D) 29.4%



	Illinois 17[image: External link]
	Lane Evans[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lane Evans[image: External link] (D) 54.5%

Jim Anderson (R) 45.5%



	Illinois 18[image: External link]
	Robert H. Michel[image: External link]
	Republican
	1956[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Ray LaHood[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

G. Douglas Stephens (D) 39.3%



	Illinois 19[image: External link]
	Glenn Poshard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Glenn Poshard[image: External link] (D) 58.4%

Brent Winters (R) 41.6%



	Illinois 20[image: External link]
	Richard Durbin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Durbin[image: External link] (D) 54.8%

Bill Owens (R) 45.2%
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 Indiana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Indiana 1[image: External link]
	Pete Visclosky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Visclosky[image: External link] (D) 56.5%

John Larson (R) 43.5%



	Indiana 2[image: External link]
	Philip Sharp[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	David M. McIntosh[image: External link] (R) 54.5%

Joe Hogsett[image: External link] (D) 45.5%



	Indiana 3[image: External link]
	Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link] (D) 55.2%

Richard Burkett (R) 44.8%



	Indiana 4[image: External link]
	Jill L. Long[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mark Souder[image: External link] (R) 55.4%

Jill L. Long (D) 44.6%



	Indiana 5[image: External link]
	Steve Buyer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Buyer[image: External link] (R) 69.5%

J. D. Beatty (D) 28.3%

Clayton L. Alfred (I) 2.1%



	Indiana 6[image: External link]
	Dan Burton
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dan Burton (R) 77.0%

Natalie M. Bruner (D) 23.0%



	Indiana 7[image: External link]
	John T. Myers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John T. Myers[image: External link] (R) 65.1%

Michael M. Harmless (D) 34.9%



	Indiana 8[image: External link]
	Frank McCloskey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	John Hostettler[image: External link] (R) 52.4%

Frank McCloskey (D) 47.6%



	Indiana 9[image: External link]
	Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

Jean Leising (R) 48.0%



	Indiana 10[image: External link]
	Andrew Jacobs, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Andrew Jacobs, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 53.5%

Marvin Scott[image: External link] (R) 46.5%
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 Iowa






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Iowa 1[image: External link]
	Jim Leach[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Leach[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Glen Winekauf (D) 37.9%

Jan J. Zonneveld (I) 1.2%

Michael Cuddehe (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Iowa 2[image: External link]
	Jim Nussle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Nussle[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

David R. Nagle[image: External link] (D) 43.4%

Albert W. Schoeman (L) 0.6%



	Iowa 3[image: External link]
	Jim Ross Lightfoot[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Ross Lightfoot[image: External link] (R) 57.8%

Elaine Baxter (D) 41.0%

Derrick P. Grimmer ( Grassroots[image: External link]) 1.2%



	Iowa 4[image: External link]
	Neal Edward Smith[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1958[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Greg Ganske[image: External link] (R) 52.5%

Neal Edward Smith (D) 46.4%

Joshua A. Roberts (Natural Law) 0.4%

William C. Oviatt (Grassroots) 0.4%

Angela L. Lariscy (Socialist Workers) 0.3%



	Iowa 5[image: External link]
	Fred Grandy[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican hold
	Tom Latham[image: External link] (R) 60.8%

Sheila McGuire Riggs (D) 39.0%
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 Kansas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Kansas 1[image: External link]
	Pat Roberts[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Roberts[image: External link] (R) 77.4%

Terry L. Nichols (D) 22.6%



	Kansas 2[image: External link]
	Jim Slattery[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican gain
	Sam Brownback[image: External link] (R) 65.6%

John W. Carlin[image: External link] (D) 34.4%



	Kansas 3[image: External link]
	Jan Meyers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jan Meyers[image: External link] (R) 56.6%

Richard Burkett (D) 43.4%



	Kansas 4[image: External link]
	Dan Glickman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Todd Tiahrt[image: External link] (R) 52.9%

Dan Glickman (D) 47.1%
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 Kentucky






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Kentucky 1[image: External link]
	Thomas Barlow[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Ed Whitfield[image: External link] (R) 51.0%

Thomas Barlow (D) 49.0%



	Kentucky 2[image: External link]
	Ron Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1994
	Re-elected
	Ron Lewis[image: External link] (R) 59.8%

David Adkisson (D) 40.2%



	Kentucky 3[image: External link]
	Romano L. Mazzoli[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Mike Ward[image: External link] (D) 44.4%

Susan Stokes (R) 44.1%

Richard Lewis (T) 11.6%



	Kentucky 4[image: External link]
	Jim Bunning[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Bunning[image: External link] (R) 74.1%

Sally Harris Skaggs (D) 25.9%



	Kentucky 5[image: External link]
	Hal Rogers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Hal Rogers[image: External link] (R) 79.4%

Walter Blevins (D) 20.6%



	Kentucky 6[image: External link]
	Scotty Baesler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scotty Baesler[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

Mathhew Eric Wills (R) 41.2%
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 Louisiana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Louisiana 1[image: External link]
	Bob Livingston[image: External link]
	Republican
	1977
	Re-elected
	Bob Livingston[image: External link] (R) 81.2%

Forrest McNeir (D) 11.9%

Clark Simmons (I) 6.9%



	Louisiana 2[image: External link]
	William J. Jefferson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William J. Jefferson[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Robert Namer (R) 19.2%

Julius Leahman (D) 3.2%



	Louisiana 3[image: External link]
	Billy Tauzin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Billy Tauzin[image: External link] (D) 76.2%

Nicholas J. Accardo (I) 23.8%



	Louisiana 4[image: External link]
	Cleo Fields[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cleo Fields[image: External link] (D) 69.9%

Patricia Slocum (R) 30.1%



	Louisiana 5[image: External link]
	Jim McCrery[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim McCrery[image: External link] (R) 79.8%

Paul Henry Kidd (D) 16.2%

E. Austin Simmons (I) 4.0%



	Louisiana 6[image: External link]
	Richard Baker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Baker[image: External link] (R) 81.1%

Darryl Paul Ward (D) 18.9%



	Louisiana 7[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Hayes[image: External link] (D) 53.0%

Clyde C. Holloway[image: External link] (R) 39.7%

Ron Caesar (I) 7.3%
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 Maine






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Maine 1[image: External link]
	Thomas Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	James B. Longley, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Dennis L. Dutremble[image: External link] (D) 48.1%



	Maine 2[image: External link]
	Olympia Snowe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	John Baldacci[image: External link] (D) 45.7%

Richard A. Bennett[image: External link] (R) 40.8%

John M. Michael[image: External link] (I) 8.8%

Charles Fitzgerald ( G[image: External link]) 4.7%
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 Maryland






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Maryland 1[image: External link]
	Wayne Gilchrest[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wayne Gilchrest[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Ralph T. Gies (D) 32.3%

Wayne Boyle (D) 0.1%



	Maryland 2[image: External link]
	Helen Delich Bentley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor
	Robert Ehrlich[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Gerry L. Brewster (D) 37.2%



	Maryland 3[image: External link]
	Ben Cardin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ben Cardin[image: External link] (D) 71.0%

Robert Ryan Tousey (R) 29.0%



	Maryland 4[image: External link]
	Albert Wynn[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Albert Wynn[image: External link] (D) 75.0%

Michele H. Dyson (R) 25.0%



	Maryland 5[image: External link]
	Steny Hoyer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1981[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steny Hoyer[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

Donald Devine (R) 41.2%



	Maryland 6[image: External link]
	Roscoe Bartlett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Roscoe Bartlett[image: External link] (R) 65.9%

Paul Muldowney (D) 34.1%



	Maryland 7[image: External link]
	Kweisi Mfume[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Kweisi Mfume[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Kenneth Kondner (R) 18.5%



	Maryland 8[image: External link]
	Connie Morella[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Connie Morella[image: External link] (R) 70.3%

Steven Van Grack (D) 29.7%
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 Massachusetts






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Massachusetts 1[image: External link]
	John Olver[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1991
	Re-elected
	John Olver[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 2[image: External link]
	Richard Neal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Neal[image: External link] (D) 58.6%

John M. Briare (R) 36.3%

Kate Ross (Natural Law) 5.1%



	Massachusetts 3[image: External link]
	Peter I. Blute[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter I. Blute[image: External link] (R) 54.6%

Kevin O'Sullivan (D) 44.2%

Dale E. Friedgen (Natural Law) 1.1%



	Massachusetts 4[image: External link]
	Barney Frank[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barney Frank[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 5[image: External link]
	Marty Meehan[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marty Meehan[image: External link] (D) 69.8%

David E. Coleman (R) 30.1%



	Massachusetts 6[image: External link]
	Peter G. Torkildsen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter G. Torkildsen[image: External link] (R) 50.5%

John F. Tierney[image: External link] (D) 47.4%

Benjamin A. Gatchell (I) 2.1%



	Massachusetts 7[image: External link]
	Ed Markey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Markey[image: External link] (D) 64.4%

Brad Bailey (R) 35.5%



	Massachusetts 8[image: External link]
	Joe Kennedy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Kennedy[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 9[image: External link]
	Joe Moakley[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Moakley[image: External link] (D) 69.8%

Michael M. Murphy (R) 30.2%



	Massachusetts 10[image: External link]
	Gerry Studds[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gerry Studds[image: External link] (D) 68.7%

Keith Jason Hemeon (R) 31.2%
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 Michigan






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Michigan 1[image: External link]
	Bart Stupak[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bart Stupak[image: External link] (D) 56.9%

Gil Ziegler (R) 42.0%

Michael McPeak (Natural Law) 1.1%



	Michigan 2[image: External link]
	Pete Hoekstra[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Hoekstra[image: External link] (R) 75.3%

Marcus Hoover (D) 23.7%

Lu Wiggins (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 3[image: External link]
	Vern Ehlers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1993
	Re-elected
	Vern Ehlers[image: External link] (R) 73.9%

Betsy J. Flory (D) 23.5%

Barrie Leslie Konicov[image: External link] (L) 1.6%

Susan H. Normandin (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 4[image: External link]
	David Lee Camp[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Lee Camp[image: External link] (R) 73.1%

Damion Frasier (D) 25.5%

Michael Lee (Natural Law) 1.4%



	Michigan 5[image: External link]
	James A. Barcia[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James A. Barcia[image: External link] (D) 65.5%

William T. Anderson (R) 31.8%

Larry L. Fairchild (I) 1.6%

Susan I. Arnold (Natural Law) 1.2%



	Michigan 6[image: External link]
	Fred Upton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Fred Upton[image: External link] (R) 73.5%

David Taylor (D) 25.5%

Ennis A. Berker (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 7[image: External link]
	Nick Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nick Smith[image: External link] (R) 65.1%

Kim McCaughtry (D) 32.3%

Ken Proctor (L) 1.9%

Scott K. Williamson (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Michigan 8[image: External link]
	Bob Carr[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Dick Chrysler[image: External link] (R) 51.6%

Bob Mitchell (D) 44.9%

Gerald Ralph Turcotte, Jr. (L) 2.0%

Susan Ilene McPeak (Natural Law) 1.4%



	Michigan 9[image: External link]
	Dale E. Kildee[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dale E. Kildee[image: External link] (D) 51.2%

Megan O'Neill (R) 47.0%

Karen Blasdell-Wilkinson (Natural Law) 1.7%



	Michigan 10[image: External link]
	David E. Bonior[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David E. Bonior[image: External link] (D) 62.2%

Donald J. Lobsinger (R) 37.7%



	Michigan 11[image: External link]
	Joe Knollenberg[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Knollenberg[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Mike Breshgold (D) 30.5%

John R. Hocking (Natural Law) 1.3%



	Michigan 12[image: External link]
	Sander M. Levin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sander M. Levin[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

John Pappageorge[image: External link] (R) 46.6%

Jerome White (I) 0.7%

Eric R. Anderson (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Michigan 13[image: External link]
	William D. Ford[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Lynn N. Rivers[image: External link] (D) 51.9%

John A. Schall (R) 45.1%

Craig L. Seymour (L) 1.8%

Helen Halyard[image: External link] (I) 0.8%

Gail Anne Petrosoff (Natural Law) 0.4%



	Michigan 14[image: External link]
	John Conyers[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Conyers[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Richard Charles Fournier (R) 16.6%

Richard R. Miller (Natural Law) 1.9%



	Michigan 15[image: External link]
	Barbara-Rose Collins[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara-Rose Collins[image: External link] (D) 84.1%

John W. Savage II (R) 14.1%

Cynthia M. Jaquith (I) 0.7%

Henry Ogden Clark (Natural Law) 0.6%

Larry Roberts (I) 0.5%



	Michigan 16[image: External link]
	John Dingell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1955
	Re-elected
	John Dingell[image: External link] (D) 59.1%

Ken Larkin (R) 39.8%

Noha Fouad Hamze (Natural Law) 1.1%
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 Minnesota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Minnesota 1[image: External link]
	Tim Penny[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Gil Gutknecht[image: External link] (R) 55.2%

John C. Hottinger (D) 44.7%



	Minnesota 2[image: External link]
	David Minge[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Minge[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

Gary Revier (R) 45.0%

Stan Bentz (Reform) 3.0%



	Minnesota 3[image: External link]
	Jim Ramstad[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Ramstad[image: External link] (R) 73.2%

Bob Olson (D) 26.3%



	Minnesota 4[image: External link]
	Bruce Vento[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bruce Vento[image: External link] (D) 54.7%

Dennis Newinski (R) 41.8%

Dan R. Vacek (Grassroots) 2.9%



	Minnesota 5[image: External link]
	Martin Olav Sabo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Olav Sabo[image: External link] (D) 61.9%

Dorothy Legrand (R) 37.3%



	Minnesota 6[image: External link]
	Rod Grams[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	Bill Luther[image: External link] (D) 49.9%

Tad Jude (R) 49.7%



	Minnesota 7[image: External link]
	Collin Peterson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Collin Peterson[image: External link] (D) 51.2%

Bernie Omann[image: External link] (R) 48.6%



	Minnesota 8[image: External link]
	Jim Oberstar[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Jim Oberstar[image: External link] (D) 65.7%

Phil Herwig (R) 34.2%
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 Mississippi






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Mississippi 1[image: External link]
	Jamie L. Whitten[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1941[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Roger Wicker[image: External link] (R) 63.1%

Bill Wheeler (D) 36.9%



	Mississippi 2[image: External link]
	Bennie Thompson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Re-elected
	Bennie Thompson[image: External link] (D) 53.7%

Bill Jordan (R) 38.9%

Vincent P. Thornton (T) 7.4%



	Mississippi 3[image: External link]
	Sonny Montgomery[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sonny Montgomery[image: External link] (D) 67.6%

Dutch Dabbs (R) 32.4%



	Mississippi 4[image: External link]
	Michael Parker[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael Parker[image: External link] (D) 68.5%

Mike Wood (R) 31.5%



	Mississippi 5[image: External link]
	Gene Taylor[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Gene Taylor[image: External link] (D) 60.1%

George Barlos (R) 39.9%
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 Missouri






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Missouri 1[image: External link]
	Bill Clay[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1968[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Clay[image: External link] (D) 63.4%

Donald R. Counts (R) 32.9%

Craig W. Williamson (L) 3.7%



	Missouri 2[image: External link]
	Jim Talent[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Talent[image: External link] (R) 67.3%

Pat Kelly (D) 30.6%

James Higgins (L) 2.1%



	Missouri 3[image: External link]
	Dick Gephardt[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Gephardt[image: External link] (D) 57.7%

Gary Gill (R) 39.7%

Bradley Ems (L) 2.6%



	Missouri 4[image: External link]
	Ike Skelton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ike Skelton[image: External link] (D) 67.8%

James A. Noland, Jr. (R) 32.3%



	Missouri 5[image: External link]
	Alan Wheat[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic hold
	Karen McCarthy[image: External link] (D) 56.6%

Ron Freeman (R) 43.4%



	Missouri 6[image: External link]
	Pat Danner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Danner[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

Tina Tucker (R) 33.9%



	Missouri 7[image: External link]
	Mel Hancock[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Hancock[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

James R. Fossard (D) 39.7%

Doug Burlison (L) 3.0%



	Missouri 8[image: External link]
	Bill Emerson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Emerson[image: External link] (R) 70.1%

James L. Thompson (D) 26.6%

Greg Tlapek (L) 3.4%



	Missouri 9[image: External link]
	Harold Volkmer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harold Volkmer[image: External link] (D) 50.5%

Kenny Hulshof[image: External link] (R) 45.0%

Mitchell J. Moore (L) 4.5%
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 Montana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Montana At-large[image: External link]
	Pat Williams[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Williams[image: External link] (D) 48.7%

Cy Jamison (R) 42.2%

Steve Kelly (I) 9.1%
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 Nebraska






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Nebraska 1[image: External link]
	Doug Bereuter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Doug Bereuter[image: External link] (R) 62.6%

Patrick Combs (D) 37.3%



	Nebraska 2[image: External link]
	Peter Hoagland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Jon Lynn Christensen[image: External link] (R) 49.9%

Peter Hoagland[image: External link] (D) 49.0%



	Nebraska 3[image: External link]
	Bill Barrett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Barrett[image: External link] (R) 78.7%

Gil Chapin (D) 21.3%
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 Nevada






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Nevada 1[image: External link]
	James Bilbray[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	John Ensign[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

James Bilbray[image: External link] (D) 47.5%

Gary Wood (L) 4.0%



	Nevada 2[image: External link]
	Barbara Vucanovich[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara Vucanovich[image: External link] (R) 63.5%

Janet Greeson (D) 29.2%

Thomas F. Jefferson (Ind. American) 4.3%

Lois Avery (Natural Law) 3.0%
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 New Hampshire






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Hampshire 1[image: External link]
	Bill Zeliff[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Zeliff[image: External link] (R) 65.6%

Bill Verge (D) 28.7%

Scott Tosti (I) 2.8%

Paul Lannon (L) 2.4%

Merle Braley (Natural Law) 0.4%



	New Hampshire 2[image: External link]
	Richard Swett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Charlie Bass[image: External link] (R) 51.4%

Richard Swett[image: External link] (D) 46.0%

John A. Lewicke (L) 1.8%

Linda Spitzfaden (Natural Law) 0.8%
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 New Jersey






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Jersey 1[image: External link]
	Rob Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rob Andrews[image: External link] (D) 72.3%

James N. Hogan (R) 27.7%



	New Jersey 2[image: External link]
	William J. Hughes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Frank LoBiondo[image: External link] (R) 64.6%

Louis N. Magazzu (D) 35.4%



	New Jersey 3[image: External link]
	Jim Saxton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Saxton[image: External link] (R) 66.4%

James B. Smith (D) 31.2%

D. James Hill (I) 1.7%

Arthur Fulvio Croce (I) 0.6%



	New Jersey 4[image: External link]
	Chris Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chris Smith[image: External link] (R) 67.9%

Ralph Walsh (D) 30.6%

Leonard P. Marshall (NJ Conservative) 1.0%

Arnold Kokans (Natural Law) 0.5%



	New Jersey 5[image: External link]
	Marge Roukema[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marge Roukema[image: External link] (R) 74.2%

Bill Auer (D) 21.9%

William J. Leonard (I) 2.0%

Roger W. Bacon (L) 1.5%

Helen Hamilton (Natural Law) 0.3%



	New Jersey 6[image: External link]
	Frank Pallone[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Pallone[image: External link] (D) 60.4%

Mike Herson (R) 37.5%

Charles H. Dickson (I) 1.2%

Gary J. Rich (Conservative) 0.5%

Richard Quinn (Natural Law) 0.4%



	New Jersey 7[image: External link]
	Bob Franks[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Franks[image: External link] (R) 59.6%

Karen Carroll (D) 38.7%

James J. Cleary (LaRouche) 1.4%

Claire Greene (Natural Law) 0.3%



	New Jersey 8[image: External link]
	Herbert Klein[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	William J. Martini[image: External link] (R) 49.9%

Herbert Klein[image: External link] (D) 48.6%

Bernard George (NJ Conservative) 1.6%



	New Jersey 9[image: External link]
	Robert Torricelli[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert Torricelli[image: External link] (D) 62.5%

Peter J. Russo (R) 36.1%

Gregory Pason (I) 0.9%

Kenneth Ebel (Natural Law) 0.5%



	New Jersey 10[image: External link]
	Donald M. Payne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Donald M. Payne[image: External link] (D) 75.9%

Jim Ford (R) 21.9%

Rose Monyek (I) 1.6%

Maurice Williams (Socialist Workers) 0.6%



	New Jersey 11[image: External link]
	Dean Gallo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Died

Republican hold
	Rodney P. Frelinghuysen[image: External link] (R) 71.2%

Frank Herbert (D) 28.0%

Mary Frueholz (LaRouche) 0.6%

Stuart Bacha (I) 0.2%



	New Jersey 12[image: External link]
	Dick Zimmer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Zimmer[image: External link] (R) 68.3%

Joseph D. Youssouf (D) 30.4%

Anthony M. Provenzano (NJ Conservative) 1.3%



	New Jersey 13[image: External link]
	Bob Menendez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Menendez[image: External link] (D) 70.9%

Fernando A. Alonso (R) 25.2%

Frank J. Rubino, Jr. (We the People) 1.6%

Herbert H. Shaw (Politicians are Crooks) 1.4%

Steven Marshall (Socialist Workers) 0.9%
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 New Mexico






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Mexico 1[image: External link]
	Steven Schiff[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steven Schiff[image: External link] (R) 73.9%

Peter L. Zollinger (D) 26.1%



	New Mexico 2[image: External link]
	Joe Skeen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Skeen[image: External link] (R) 63.3%

Benjamin Anthony Chavez (D) 31.9%

Rex R. Johnson (G) 4.9%



	New Mexico 3[image: External link]
	Bill Richardson
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Richardson (D) 63.6%

F. Gregg Bemis, Jr. (R) 34.1%

Edward D. Nagel (L) 2.4%
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 New York






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New York 1[image: External link]
	George J. Hochbrueckner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Michael Forbes[image: External link] (R) 52.5%

George J. Hochbrueckner (D) 46.5%

Michael Strong (Fed Up) 0.9%



	New York 2[image: External link]
	Rick Lazio[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rick Lazio[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Jame L. Manfre (D) 28.0%

Alice Cort Ross (Right to Life) 3.8%



	New York 3[image: External link]
	Peter T. King[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter T. King[image: External link] (R) 59.2%

Norma Grill (D) 40.0%

John A. DePrima (Liberal) 0.8%



	New York 4[image: External link]
	David A. Levy[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Republican hold
	Daniel Frisa[image: External link] (R) 50.2%

Philip Schiliro (D) 37.3%

David A. Levy[image: External link] (Conservative) 8.7%

Vincent P. Garbitelli (Right to Life) 3.0%

Robert S. Berkowitz (Liberal) 0.8%



	New York 5[image: External link]
	Gary Ackerman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1983
	Re-elected
	Gary Ackerman[image: External link] (D) 55.1%

Grant M. Lally (R) 43.3%

Edward Elkowitz (Right to Life) 1.7%



	New York 6[image: External link]
	Floyd H. Flake[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Floyd H. Flake[image: External link] (D) 80.4%

Dianand D. Bhagwandin (R) 19.6%



	New York 7[image: External link]
	Thomas J. Manton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas J. Manton[image: External link] (D) 87.1%

Robert E. Hurley (Conservative) 12.9%



	New York 8[image: External link]
	Jerrold Nadler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerrold Nadler[image: External link] (D) 82.0%

David L. Askren (R) 15.8%

Margaret V. Byrnes (Conservative) 2.2%



	New York 9[image: External link]
	Chuck Schumer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chuck Schumer[image: External link] (D) 72.6%

James P. McCall (R) 27.4%



	New York 10[image: External link]
	Ed Towns[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Towns[image: External link] (D) 89.0%

Amelia Smith Parker (R) 9.2%

Mildred K. Mahoney (Conservative) 1.7%



	New York 11[image: External link]
	Major Owens[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Major Owens[image: External link] (D) 88.9%

Gary S. Popkin (R) 9.5%

Michael Gaffney (Conservative) 1.6%



	New York 12[image: External link]
	Nydia Velázquez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nydia Velázquez[image: External link] (D) 92.3%

Genevieve R. Brennan (Conservative) 6.3%

Eric Ruano-Melendez (I) 1.4%



	New York 13[image: External link]
	Susan Molinari[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Susan Molinari[image: External link] (R) 60.9%

Tyrone G. Butler (D) 21.4%

Elisa Disimone (Right to Life) 2.9%



	New York 14[image: External link]
	Carolyn B. Maloney[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carolyn B. Maloney[image: External link] (D) 64.2%

Charles E.F. Millard (R) 35.4%

Thomas K. Leighton (G) 0.4%



	New York 15[image: External link]
	Charles B. Rangel[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles B. Rangel[image: External link] (D) 96.5%

Jose Augustine Suero (Right to Life) 3.5%



	New York 16[image: External link]
	José Serrano[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	José Serrano[image: External link] (D) 96.3%

Michael Walters (Conservative) 3.7%



	New York 17[image: External link]
	Eliot L. Engel[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eliot L. Engel[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Edward T. Marshall (R) 17.9%

Kevin Brawley (Conservative) 2.3%

Ann M. Noonan (Right to Life) 2.2%



	New York 18[image: External link]
	Nita Lowey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nita Lowey[image: External link] (D) 57.3%

Andrew C. Hartzell, Jr. (R) 40.9%

Florence T. O'Grady (Right to Life) 1.8%



	New York 19[image: External link]
	Hamilton Fish IV[image: External link]
	Republican
	1968[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sue W. Kelly[image: External link] (R) 52.1%

Hamilton Fish V[image: External link] (D) 36.8%

Joseph J. DioGuardi[image: External link] (Conservative) 10.3%

Catherine Portman-Laux (Ax Taxes) 0.9%



	New York 20[image: External link]
	Benjamin A. Gilman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Benjamin A. Gilman[image: External link] (R) 67.5%

Gregory B. Julian (D) 29.4%

Lois M. Colandrea (Right to Life) 3.1%



	New York 21[image: External link]
	Michael R. McNulty[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael R. McNulty[image: External link] (D) 64.4%

Joseph A. Gomez (R) 33.6%

Timothy J. Wood (Right to Life) 2.0%



	New York 22[image: External link]
	Gerald B. H. Solomon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gerald B. H. Solomon[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

L. Robert Lawrence, Jr. (D) 26.6%



	New York 23[image: External link]
	Sherwood Boehlert[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sherwood Boehlert[image: External link] (R) 70.5%

Charles W. Skeele, Jr. (D) 23.1%

Donald J. Thomas (Right to Life) 6.4%



	New York 24[image: External link]
	John M. McHugh[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John M. McHugh[image: External link] (R) 67.4%

Danny M. Francis (D) 18.4%



	New York 25[image: External link]
	James T. Walsh[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James T. Walsh[image: External link] (R) 57.6%

Rhea Jezer (D) 42.4%



	New York 26[image: External link]
	Maurice Hinchey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Maurice Hinchey[image: External link] (D) 49.1%

Bob Moppert (R) 48.5%

Tom Kovach (Right to Life) 2.5%



	New York 27[image: External link]
	Bill Paxon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Paxon[image: External link] (R) 74.5%

William A. Long, Jr. (D) 25.5%



	New York 28[image: External link]
	Louise McIntosh Slaughter[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Louise Slaughter[image: External link] (D) 56.6%

Renee Forgensi Davison (R) 40.1%

John A. Clendenin (Independence) 3.3%



	New York 29[image: External link]
	John J. LaFalce[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	John J. LaFalce[image: External link] (D) 55.2%

William E. Miller, Jr. (R) 43.0%

Patrick Murty (Right to Life) 1.8%



	New York 30[image: External link]
	Jack Quinn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Quinn[image: External link] (R) 67.0%

David A. Franczyk (D) 33.0%



	New York 31[image: External link]
	Amo Houghton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Amo Houghton[image: External link] (R) 84.8%

Gretchen S. McManus (Right to Life) 15.2%
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 North Carolina






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	North Carolina 1[image: External link]
	Eva M. Clayton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eva M. Clayton[image: External link] (D) 61.1%

Ted Tyler (R) 38.9%



	North Carolina 2[image: External link]
	Tim Valentine[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	David Funderburk[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

Richard H. Moore[image: External link] (D) 44.0%



	North Carolina 3[image: External link]
	Martin Lancaster[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Walter B. Jones[image: External link] (R) 52.7%

Martin Lancaster (D) 47.3%



	North Carolina 4[image: External link]
	David Price[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Fred Heineman[image: External link] (R) 50.4%

David Price (D) 49.6%



	North Carolina 5[image: External link]
	Stephen L. Neal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Richard Burr[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

A. P. Sands (D) 42.7%



	North Carolina 6[image: External link]
	Howard Coble[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard Coble[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	North Carolina 7[image: External link]
	Charlie Rose[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charlie Rose[image: External link] (D) 51.6%

Robert C. Anderson (R) 48.4%



	North Carolina 8[image: External link]
	Bill Hefner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Bill Hefner[image: External link] (D) 52.4%

Sherrill Morgan (R) 47.6%



	North Carolina 9[image: External link]
	Alex McMillan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sue Wilkins Myrick[image: External link] (R) 65.0%

Rory Blake (D) 35.0%



	North Carolina 10[image: External link]
	Cass Ballenger[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cass Ballenger[image: External link] (R) 71.5%

Robert Wayne Avery (D) 28.5%



	North Carolina 11[image: External link]
	Charles H. Taylor[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles H. Taylor[image: External link] (R) 60.1%

Maggie Palmer Lauterer (D) 39.9%



	North Carolina 12[image: External link]
	Mel Watt[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Watt[image: External link] (D) 65.8%

Joseph A. Martino (R) 34.2%
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 North Dakota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	North Dakota At-large[image: External link]
	Earl Pomeroy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Earl Pomeroy[image: External link] (D) 52.3%

Gary Porter (R) 45.0%

James Germalic (I) 2.7%
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 Ohio






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Ohio 1[image: External link]
	David S. Mann[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve Chabot[image: External link] (R) 56.1%

David S. Mann (D) 43.9%



	Ohio 2[image: External link]
	Rob Portman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1993
	Re-elected
	Rob Portman[image: External link] (R) 77.6%

Les Mann (D) 22.4%



	Ohio 3[image: External link]
	Tony P. Hall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tony P. Hall[image: External link] (D) 59.3%

David A. Westbrock (R) 40.7%



	Ohio 4[image: External link]
	Mike Oxley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1981[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mike Oxley[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 5[image: External link]
	Paul Gillmor[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul Gillmor[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Jarrod Tudor (D) 26.6%



	Ohio 6[image: External link]
	Ted Strickland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Frank Cremeans[image: External link] (R) 50.9%

Ted Strickland (D) 49.1%



	Ohio 7[image: External link]
	Dave Hobson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Dave Hobson[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 8[image: External link]
	John Boehner[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Boehner[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 9[image: External link]
	Marcy Kaptur[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marcy Kaptur[image: External link] (D) 75.3%

Randy Whitman (R) 24.7%



	Ohio 10[image: External link]
	Martin Hoke[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Hoke[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Francis E. Gaul (D) 38.6%

Joseph J. Jacobs, Jr. (I) 9.5%



	Ohio 11[image: External link]
	Louis Stokes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1968[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Louis Stokes[image: External link] (D) 77.2%

James J. Sykora (R) 22.8%



	Ohio 12[image: External link]
	John Kasich[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Kasich[image: External link] (R) 66.5%

Cynthia L. Ruccia (D) 33.2%



	Ohio 13[image: External link]
	Sherrod Brown[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sherrod Brown[image: External link] (D) 49.1%

Gregory A. White (R) 45.5%

Howard Mason (I) 4.1%

John Michael Ryan (I) 1.3%



	Ohio 14[image: External link]
	Thomas C. Sawyer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas C. Sawyer[image: External link] (D) 51.9%

Lynn Slaby (R) 48.1%



	Ohio 15[image: External link]
	Deborah Pryce[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Deborah Pryce[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Bill Buckel (D) 29.1%



	Ohio 16[image: External link]
	Ralph Regula[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ralph Regula[image: External link] (R) 75.0%

J. Michael Finn (D) 25.0%



	Ohio 17[image: External link]
	James Traficant[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James Traficant[image: External link] (D) 77.4%

Mike G. Meister (R) 22.6%



	Ohio 18[image: External link]
	Douglas Applegate[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Bob Ney[image: External link] (R) 54.0%

Greg DiDonato[image: External link] (D) 46.0%



	Ohio 19[image: External link]
	Eric Fingerhut[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve LaTourette[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

Eric Fingerhut (D) 43.5%

Ron Young (I) 5.5%

Jerome A. Brentar (I) 2.5%
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 Oklahoma






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Oklahoma 1[image: External link]
	Jim Inhofe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	Steve Largent[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Stuart Price (D) 37.3%



	Oklahoma 2[image: External link]
	Mike Synar[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Republican gain
	Tom Coburn[image: External link] (R) 52.1%

Virgil R. Cooper (D) 47.9%



	Oklahoma 3[image: External link]
	William K. Brewster[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William K. Brewster[image: External link] (D) 73.8%

Darrel Dewayne Tallant (R) 26.2%



	Oklahoma 4[image: External link]
	Dave McCurdy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	J. C. Watts[image: External link] (R) 51.6%

David Perryman (D) 43.3%

Bill Tiffee (I) 5.1%



	Oklahoma 5[image: External link]
	Ernest Istook[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ernest Istook[image: External link] (R) 78.1%

Tom Keith (D) 21.9%



	Oklahoma 6[image: External link]
	Frank Lucas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1994
	Re-elected
	Frank Lucas[image: External link] (R) 70.2%

Jeffrey S. Tollett (D) 29.8%
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 Oregon






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Oregon 1[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Furse[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Elizabeth Furse[image: External link] (D) 47.7%

Bill Witt (R) 47.6%

Brewster Gillett (I) 2.6%

Daniel E. Wilson (L) 2.0%



	Oregon 2[image: External link]
	Bob Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Wes Cooley[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

Sue C. Kupillas (D) 38.7%

Gary L. Sublett (L) 3.9%



	Oregon 3[image: External link]
	Ron Wyden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Wyden[image: External link] (D) 72.5%

Everett Hall (R) 19.4%

Mark Brunelle (I) 6.1%

Gene Nanni (L) 1.9%



	Oregon 4[image: External link]
	Peter DeFazio[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter DeFazio[image: External link] (D) 66.8%

John D. Newkirk (R) 33.2%



	Oregon 5[image: External link]
	Michael J. Kopetski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jim Bunn[image: External link] (R) 49.8%

Catherine Webber (D) 46.8%

Jon E. Zimmer (L) 3.3%
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 Pennsylvania






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Pennsylvania 1[image: External link]
	Thomas M. Foglietta[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas M. Foglietta[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Roger F. Gordon (R) 18.5%



	Pennsylvania 2[image: External link]
	Lucien E. Blackwell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Democratic hold
	Chaka Fattah[image: External link] (D) 85.9%

Lawrence R. Watson (R) 14.1%



	Pennsylvania 3[image: External link]
	Robert A. Borski, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert A. Borski, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 62.7%

James C. Hasher (R) 37.3%



	Pennsylvania 4[image: External link]
	Ron Klink[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Klink[image: External link] (D) 64.2%

Ed Peglow (R) 35.8%



	Pennsylvania 5[image: External link]
	William F. Clinger, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William F. Clinger, Jr.[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 6[image: External link]
	Tim Holden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Holden[image: External link] (D) 56.7%

Frederick C. Levering (R) 43.3%



	Pennsylvania 7[image: External link]
	Curt Weldon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Curt Weldon[image: External link] (R) 69.7%

Sara R. Nichols (D) 30.3%



	Pennsylvania 8[image: External link]
	James C. Greenwood[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James C. Greenwood[image: External link] (R) 66.1%

John P. Murray (D) 26.7%

Jay Timothy Russell (L) 4.7%

Robert J. Cash (I) 2.5%



	Pennsylvania 9[image: External link]
	Bud Shuster[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bud Shuster[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 10[image: External link]
	Joseph M. McDade[image: External link]
	Republican
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joseph M. McDade[image: External link] (R) 65.7%

Daniel J. Schreffler (D) 31.1%

Albert A. Smith (L) 3.2%



	Pennsylvania 11[image: External link]
	Paul E. Kanjorski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul E. Kanjorski[image: External link] (D) 66.5%

J. Andrew Podolak (R) 33.5%



	Pennsylvania 12[image: External link]
	John Murtha[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	John Murtha[image: External link] (D) 68.9%

Bill Choby (R) 31.1%



	Pennsylvania 13[image: External link]
	Marjorie Margolies-

Mezvinsky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Jon D. Fox[image: External link] (R) 49.4%

Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky (D) 45.2%

Lee D. Hustead (L) 3.7%

Frank W. Szabo (I) 1.7%



	Pennsylvania 14[image: External link]
	William J. Coyne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William J. Coyne[image: External link] (D) 64.1%

John Robert Clark (R) 32.4%

Edward L. Stewart (I) 2.3%

Paul Scherrer (I) 1.1%



	Pennsylvania 15[image: External link]
	Paul F. McHale, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul F. McHale, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 47.8%

Jim Yeager (R) 47.4%

Victor J. Mazziotti (Patriot) 4.8%



	Pennsylvania 16[image: External link]
	Robert Smith Walker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert Smith Walker[image: External link] (R) 69.7%

Bill Chertok (D) 30.3%



	Pennsylvania 17[image: External link]
	George Gekas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	George Gekas[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 18[image: External link]
	Rick Santorum[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	Michael F. Doyle[image: External link] (D) 54.8%

John McCarty (R) 45.2%



	Pennsylvania 19[image: External link]
	William F. Goodling[image: External link]
	Republican
	1974
	Re-elected
	William F. Goodling[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 20[image: External link]
	Austin J. Murphy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Frank Mascara[image: External link] (D) 53.1%

Mike McCormick (R) 46.9%



	Pennsylvania 21[image: External link]
	Tom Ridge[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for Governor

Republican hold
	Phil English[image: External link] (R) 49.5%

Bill Leavens (D) 46.9%

Arthur E. Drew (I) 3.6%
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 Rhode Island






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Rhode Island 1[image: External link]
	Ronald Machtley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic gain
	Patrick J. Kennedy[image: External link] (D) 54.1%

Kevin Vigilante (R) 45.9%



	Rhode Island 2[image: External link]
	Jack Reed[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Reed[image: External link] (D) 68.0%

A. John Elliot (R) 32.0%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 South Carolina






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	South Carolina 1[image: External link]
	Arthur Ravenel, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican hold
	Mark Sanford[image: External link] (R) 66.3%

Robert Barber[image: External link] (D) 32.4%

Robert Payne (L) 1.2%



	South Carolina 2[image: External link]
	Floyd Spence[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Floyd Spence[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	South Carolina 3[image: External link]
	Butler Derrick[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Lindsey Graham[image: External link] (R) 60.1%

James E. Bryan, Jr. (D) 39.9%



	South Carolina 4[image: External link]
	Bob Inglis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Inglis[image: External link] (R) 73.5%

Jerry L. Fowler (D) 26.4%



	South Carolina 5[image: External link]
	John M. Spratt, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John M. Spratt, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 52.1%

Larry Bigham (R) 47.8%



	South Carolina 6[image: External link]
	Jim Clyburn[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Clyburn[image: External link] (D) 63.8%

Gary McLeod (R) 36.2%
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 South Dakota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	South Dakota At-large[image: External link]
	Tim Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Johnson[image: External link] (D) 59.8%

Jan Berkhout (R) 36.6%

Ronald Wieczorek (I) 3.5%
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 Tennessee






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Tennessee 1[image: External link]
	Jimmy Quillen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Quillen[image: External link] (R) 72.9%

J. Carr Christian (D) 24.6%

George Mauer (I) 2.5%



	Tennessee 2[image: External link]
	Jimmy Duncan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Duncan[image: External link] (R) 90.5%

Randon J. Krieg (I) 4.8%



	Tennessee 3[image: External link]
	Marilyn Lloyd[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Zach Wamp[image: External link] (R) 52.3%

Randy Button (D) 45.6%

Thomas Ed Morrrell (I) 1.2%

Richard M. Sims (I) 0.9%



	Tennessee 4[image: External link]
	Jim Cooper[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Van Hilleary[image: External link] (R) 56.6%

Jeff Whorley (D) 42.0%

J. Patrick Lyons (I) 1.4%



	Tennessee 5[image: External link]
	Bob Clement[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Clement[image: External link] (D) 60.2%

John Osborne (R) 38.7%

Lloyd Botway (I) 0.6%

Chuck Lokey (I) 0.4%



	Tennessee 6[image: External link]
	Bart Gordon[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bart Gordon[image: External link] (D) 50.6%

Steve Gill (R) 49.4%



	Tennessee 7[image: External link]
	Don Sundquist[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for Governor

Republican hold
	Ed Bryant[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Harold Byrd (D) 38.6%

Tom Jeanette (I) 1.1%



	Tennessee 8[image: External link]
	John S. Tanner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John S. Tanner[image: External link] (D) 63.8%

Neal R. Morris (R) 36.2%



	Tennessee 9[image: External link]
	Harold Ford, Sr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Harold Ford, Sr.[image: External link] (D) 57.8%

Roderick DeBerry (R) 42.2%
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 Texas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Texas 1[image: External link]
	Jim Chapman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1985
	Re-elected
	Jim Chapman[image: External link] (D) 55.3%

Mike Blankenship (R) 40.9%

Thomas Mosser (I) 3.8%



	Texas 2[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link] (D) 57.0%

Donna Peterson (R) 43.0%



	Texas 3[image: External link]
	Sam Johnson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Sam Johnson[image: External link] (R) 91.0%

Tom Donahue (L) 9.0%



	Texas 4[image: External link]
	Ralph Hall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ralph Hall[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

David L. Bridges (R) 39.8%

Steven Rothacker (L) 1.4%



	Texas 5[image: External link]
	John Wiley Bryant[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Wiley Bryant[image: External link] (D) 50.1%

Pete Sessions (R) 47.3%

Barbara Morgan (I) 1.4%

Noel Kopala (L) 0.7%

Regina Arashvand (I) 0.5%



	Texas 6[image: External link]
	Joe Barton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Barton[image: External link] (R) 75.6%

Terry Jesmore (D) 22.0%

Bill Baird (L) 2.3%



	Texas 7[image: External link]
	Bill Archer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Archer[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Texas 8[image: External link]
	Jack Fields[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Fields[image: External link] (R) 92.0%

Russ Klecka (I) 8.0%



	Texas 9[image: External link]
	Jack Brooks[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1952[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve Stockman[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Jack Brooks (D) 45.7%

Bill Felton (I) 1.4%

Darla K. Beenau (L) 1.1%



	Texas 10[image: External link]
	J. J. Pickle[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1963
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Lloyd Doggett[image: External link] (D) 56.3%

Jo Baylor (R) 39.8%

Jeff Hill (L) 1.5%

Michael L. Brandes (I) 1.3%

Jeff Davis (I) 1.2%



	Texas 11[image: External link]
	Chet Edwards[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chet Edwards[image: External link] (D) 59.2%

James W. Broyles (R) 40.8%



	Texas 12[image: External link]
	Pete Geren[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Pete Geren[image: External link] (D) 68.7%

Ernest J. Anderson, Jr. (R) 31.3%



	Texas 13[image: External link]
	Bill Sarpalius[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mac Thornberry[image: External link] (R) 55.4%

Bill Sarpalius (D) 44.6%



	Texas 14[image: External link]
	Greg Laughlin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Greg Laughlin[image: External link] (D) 55.6%

Jim Deats (R) 44.4%



	Texas 15[image: External link]
	Kika de la Garza[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Kika de la Garza[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

Tom Haughey (R) 39.4%

John Hamilton (I) 1.6%



	Texas 16[image: External link]
	Ronald D. Coleman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ronald D. Coleman[image: External link] (D) 57.1%

Bobby Ortiz (R) 42.9%



	Texas 17[image: External link]
	Charles Stenholm[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles Stenholm[image: External link] (D) 53.6%

Phil Boone (R) 46.3%



	Texas 18[image: External link]
	Craig Anthony Washington[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Defeated in Primary

Democratic hold
	Sheila Jackson-Lee[image: External link] (D) 73.5%

Jerry Burley (R) 24.4%

J. Larry Snellings (I) 1.1%

George M. Hollenbeck (L) 1.0%



	Texas 19[image: External link]
	Larry Combest[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Larry Combest[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Texas 20[image: External link]
	Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1961
	Re-elected
	Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link] (D) 62.5%

Carl Bill Colyer (R) 37.5%



	Texas 21[image: External link]
	Lamar S. Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lamar S. Smith[image: External link] (R) 90.0%

Kerry L. Lowry (I) 10.0%



	Texas 22[image: External link]
	Tom DeLay[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom DeLay[image: External link] (R) 73.7%

Scott Douglas Cunningham (D) 23.8%

Gregory D. Pepper (I) 2.5%



	Texas 23[image: External link]
	Henry Bonilla[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Henry Bonilla[image: External link] (R) 62.6%

Rolando L. Rios (D) 37.4%



	Texas 24[image: External link]
	Martin Frost[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Frost[image: External link] (D) 52.8%

Ed Harrison (R) 47.2%



	Texas 25[image: External link]
	Michael A. Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic hold
	Ken Bentsen, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 52.3%

Gene Fontenot (R) 45.0%

Sarah Klein-Tower (I) 1.7%

Robert F. Lockhart (L) 1.0%



	Texas 26[image: External link]
	Dick Armey[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Armey[image: External link] (R) 76.4%

LeEarl Ann Bryant (D) 22.4%

Alfred Adask (L) 1.1%



	Texas 27[image: External link]
	Solomon P. Ortiz[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Solomon P. Ortiz[image: External link] (D) 59.4%

Erol A. Stone (R) 40.06%



	Texas 28[image: External link]
	Frank Tejeda[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Tejeda[image: External link] (D) 70.9%

David C. Slatter (R) 27.6%

Stephan Rothstein (L) 1.5%



	Texas 29[image: External link]
	Gene Green[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gene Green[image: External link] (D) 73.4%

Harold Eide (R) 26.6%



	Texas 30[image: External link]
	Eddie Bernice Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eddie Bernice Johnson[image: External link] (D) 72.6%

Lucy Cain (R) 25.7%

Ken Ashby (L) 1.7%
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 Utah






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Utah 1[image: External link]
	James V. Hansen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James V. Hansen[image: External link] (R) 64.5%

Bobbie Coray (D) 35.5%



	Utah 2[image: External link]
	Karen Shepherd[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Enid Greene Waldholtz[image: External link] (R) 45.8%

Karen Shepherd (D) 35.9%

Merrill Cook[image: External link] (I) 18.3%



	Utah 3[image: External link]
	Bill Orton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Orton[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

Dixie Thompson (R) 39.9%

Barbara Greenway (Socialist Workers) 1.2%
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 Vermont




Main article: United States House of Representatives election in Vermont, 1994[image: External link]




	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Vermont At-large[image: External link]
	Bernie Sanders[image: External link]
	Independent
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bernie Sanders[image: External link] (I) 49.9%

John Carroll (R) 46.6%

Carole Banus (Natural Law) 1.4%

Jack Rogers (VT Grassroots) 1.3%

Annette Larson (Liberty Union) 0.7%
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 Virginia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Virginia 1[image: External link]
	Herbert H. Bateman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Herbert H. Bateman[image: External link] (R) 74.3%

Mary F. Sinclair (D) 23.5%

Matt B. Voorhees (I) 2.3%



	Virginia 2[image: External link]
	Owen B. Pickett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Owen B. Pickett[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

J. L. Chapman (R) 40.9%



	Virginia 3[image: External link]
	Bobby Scott[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bobby Scott[image: External link] (D) 79.4%

Thomas E. Ward (R) 20.6%



	Virginia 4[image: External link]
	Norman Sisisky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Norman Sisisky[image: External link] (D) 61.6%

A. George Sweet III (R) 38.4%



	Virginia 5[image: External link]
	Lewis Payne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lewis Payne[image: External link] (D) 53.3%

George Landrith[image: External link] (R) 46.7%



	Virginia 6[image: External link]
	Bob Goodlatte[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Goodlatte[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Virginia 7[image: External link]
	Thomas J. Bliley, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas J. Bliley, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 84.0%

Gerald E. Berg (I) 15.8%



	Virginia 8[image: External link]
	Jim Moran[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Moran[image: External link] (D) 59.3%

Kyle E. McSlarrow[image: External link] (R) 39.3%

Ward Edmonds (I) 0.9%

William C. Jones (I) 0.4%



	Virginia 9[image: External link]
	Rick Boucher[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rick Boucher[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

S. H. Fast (R) 41.2%



	Virginia 10[image: External link]
	Frank Wolf[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Wolf[image: External link] (R) 87.3%

Alan Ogden (I) 7.8%

Robert Rilee (I) 0.2%



	Virginia 11[image: External link]
	Leslie L. Byrne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Tom Davis[image: External link] (R) 52.9%

Leslie L. Byrne (D) 45.3%

Gordon Cruickshank (I) 1.7%
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 Washington






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Washington 1[image: External link]
	Maria Cantwell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Rick White[image: External link] (R) 51.7%

Maria Cantwell (D) 48.3%



	Washington 2[image: External link]
	Al Swift[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jack Metcalf[image: External link] (R) 54.7%

Harriet Spanel[image: External link] (D) 45.3%



	Washington 3[image: External link]
	Jolene Unsoeld[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Linda Smith[image: External link] (R) 52.0%

Jolene Unsoeld (D) 44.6%

Caitlin Davis Carlson (Gun Control) 3.4%



	Washington 4[image: External link]
	Jay Inslee[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Doc Hastings[image: External link] (R) 53.3%

Jay Inslee (D) 46.7%



	Washington 5[image: External link]
	Tom Foley[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	George Nethercutt[image: External link] (R) 50.9%

Tom Foley (D) 49.1%



	Washington 6[image: External link]
	Norman D. Dicks[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Norman D. Dicks[image: External link] (D) 58.3%

Benjamin Gregg (D) 41.7%



	Washington 7[image: External link]
	Jim McDermott[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim McDermott[image: External link] (D) 75.1%

Keith Harris (R) 24.9%



	Washington 8[image: External link]
	Jennifer Dunn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jennifer Dunn[image: External link] (R) 76.1%

Jim Wyrick (D) 23.9%



	Washington 9[image: External link]
	Mike Kreidler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Randy Tate[image: External link] (R) 51.8%

Mike Kreidler (D) 48.2%
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 West Virginia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	West Virginia 1[image: External link]
	Alan Mollohan[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Alan Mollohan[image: External link] (D) 70.3%

Sally Rossy Riley (R) 29.7%



	West Virginia 2[image: External link]
	Bob Wise[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Wise[image: External link] (D) 63.7%

Samuel A. Cravotta (R) 36.3%



	West Virginia 3[image: External link]
	Nick Rahall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nick Rahall[image: External link] (D) 63.9%

Ben Waldman (R) 36.1%
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 Wisconsin






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Wisconsin 1[image: External link]
	Peter W. Barca[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mark Neumann[image: External link] (R) 49.4%

Peter W. Barca (D) 48.8%

Edward Kozak (L) 1.8%



	Wisconsin 2[image: External link]
	Scott L. Klug[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scott L. Klug[image: External link] (R) 69.2%

Thomas Hecht (D) 28.7%

John Stumpf (T) 1.4%

Joseph Schumacher (I) 0.7%



	Wisconsin 3[image: External link]
	Steve Gunderson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Gunderson[image: External link] (R) 55.7%

Harvey Stower[image: External link] (D) 41.0%

Chuck Lee (T) 1.8%

Mark Weinhold (I) 1.4%



	Wisconsin 4[image: External link]
	Jerry Kleczka[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Kleczka[image: External link] (D) 53.7%

Thomas G. Reynolds[image: External link] (R) 44.8%

James Harold Hause (T) 1.5%



	Wisconsin 5[image: External link]
	Tom Barrett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Barrett[image: External link] (D) 62.4%

Stephen Hollingshead (R) 36.4%

David Schall (I) 1.1%



	Wisconsin 6[image: External link]
	Tom Petri[image: External link]
	Republican
	1979
	Re-elected
	Tom Petri[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Wisconsin 7[image: External link]
	Dave Obey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1969
	Re-elected
	Dave Obey[image: External link] (D) 54.3%

Scott West (R) 45.7%



	Wisconsin 8[image: External link]
	Toby Roth[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Toby Roth[image: External link] (R) 63.7%

Stan Gruszynski[image: External link] (D) 36.3%



	Wisconsin 9[image: External link]
	Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link] (R) unopposed
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 Wyoming






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Wyoming At-large[image: External link]
	Craig L. Thomas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1989
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	Barbara Cubin[image: External link] (R) 53.2%

Bob Schuster (D) 41.3%

Dave Dawson (L) 5.5%
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 Non-voting delegates






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	U.S. Virgin Islands At-large[image: External link]
	Ron de Lugo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Retired

Independent gain
	Victor Frazer[image: External link] (I)[9]

Eileen Peterson (D)
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White House travel office Controversy






The White House travel office controversy, sometimes referred to as Travelgate,[1][2] was the first major ethics controversy of the Clinton administration[image: External link]. It began in May 1993, when seven employees of the White House Travel Office were fired. This action was unusual because although theoretically staff employees serve at the pleasure of the President and could be dismissed without cause, in practice, such employees usually remain in their posts for many years.

The White House stated the firings were done because financial improprieties in the Travel Office operation during previous administrations had been revealed by an FBI[image: External link] investigation. Critics contended the firings were done to allow friends of President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link] to take over the travel business and that the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted. Heavy media attention forced the White House to reinstate most of the employees in other jobs and remove the Clinton associates from the travel role.

Further investigations by the FBI and the Department of Justice[image: External link], the White House itself, the General Accounting Office[image: External link], the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee[image: External link], and the Whitewater[image: External link] Independent Counsel all took place over the subsequent years. Travel Office Director Billy Dale was charged with embezzlement[image: External link] but found not guilty in 1995. In 1998, Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr exonerated Bill Clinton of any involvement in the matter.

Hillary Clinton gradually came under scrutiny for allegedly having played a central role in the firings and making false statements about her involvement therein. In 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray[image: External link] issued his final report on Travelgate. He sought no charges against her, saying that while some of Clinton's statements were factually false, there was insufficient evidence that these statements were either knowingly false or that she understood that her statements led to the firings.



TOP
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 The White House Travel Office




The White House Travel Office, known officially as either the White House Travel and Telegraph Office[3] or the White House Telegraph and Travel Office,[4] dates back to the Andrew Jackson[image: External link] administration and serves to handle travel arrangements for the White House press corps[image: External link], with costs billed to the participating news organizations.[5] By the time of the start of the Clinton administration, it was quartered in the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link], and had seven employees with a yearly budget of $7 million.[5] Staffers serve at the pleasure of the president;[6][7] however, in practice, the staffers were career employees who in some cases had worked in the Travel Office since the 1960s and 1970s, through both Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] administrations.[4]

Travel Office Director Billy Ray Dale had held that position since 1982,[5] serving through most of the Reagan[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush administrations[image: External link], and had started in the Travel Office in 1961.[4] To handle the frequent last-minute arrangements of presidential travel and the specialized requirements of the press, Dale did not conduct competitive bidding[image: External link] for travel services,[8] but relied upon a charter company[image: External link] called Airline of the Americas.[5]
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 Initial White House actions




According to the White House, the incoming Clinton administration had heard reports of irregularities in the Travel Office and possible kickbacks to an office employee from a charter air company.[9][10] They looked at a review by KPMG Peat Marwick[image: External link] which discovered that Dale kept an off-book ledger, had $18,000 of unaccounted-for checks, and kept chaotic office records.[9][10] White House Chief of Staff[image: External link] Mack McLarty[image: External link] and the White House counsels[image: External link] thus decided to fire the Travel Office staff and reorganize it.[11] The actual terminations were done on May 19, 1993, by White House director of administration David Watkins.[5] There was also a feeling among the White House and its supporters that the Travel Office had never been investigated by the media due to its close relationship with press corps members[8][12] and the plush accommodations it afforded them and favors it did for them.[13][14] (Congress would later discover that in October 1988, a whistleblower[image: External link] within the Travel Office had alleged financial improprieties; the Reagan White House counsel looked into the claim but took no action.)[12][15]

Republicans and other critics saw the events differently. They alleged that friends of President Bill Clinton, including his third cousin[image: External link][5] Catherine Cornelius, had sought the firings in order to get the business for themselves.[7] Dale and his staff had been replaced with Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link]-based World Wide Travel, a company with a substantial reputation in the industry[8] but with several ties to the Clintons.[5] In addition, Hollywood[image: External link] producer and Inauguration chairman Harry Thomason[image: External link], a friend of both Clintons, and his business partner, Darnell Martens, were looking to get their air charter company, TRM, the White House business in place of Airline of the Americas.[5][13] The Clinton campaign had been TRM's sole client during 1992, collecting commissions from booking charter flights for the campaign.[16] Martens wanted the White House to award TRM a $500,000 contract for an aircraft audit,[16] while also seeking Travel Office charter business as an intermediary which did not own any planes.[17]

Attention initially focused on the role of the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI), since on May 12, 1993, a week before the firings, associate White House counsel William Kennedy had requested that the FBI look into possible improprieties in the Travel Office operation.[10] FBI agents went there and, although initially reluctant,[5] authorized a preliminary investigation.[10] Deputy White House Counsel Vince Foster[image: External link] became worried about the firings about to take place and ordered the KPMG Peat Marwick review, asking the FBI to hold off in the meantime.[5] The accounting review started on May 14 and the report was given to the White House on May 17.[18] KPMG was unable to do an actual audit, because there were so few records in the Travel Office that could be audited and because the office did not use the double-entry bookkeeping system[image: External link] that audits are based upon.[9][19] One KPMG representative later described the office as "an ungodly mess in terms of records" with ten years of material piled up in a closet.[19] When the review came back with its reports of irregularities, Watkins went ahead with the terminations on May 19.[5]
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 Investigations




The travel office affair quickly became the first major ethics controversy of the Clinton presidency[20] and an embarrassment for the new administration.[14] Criticism from political opponents and especially the news media became intense;[13] the White House was later described as having been "paralyzed for a week".[21] The effect was intensified by cable television news[image: External link] and the advent of the 24-hour news cycle[image: External link].[14] Within three days of the firings, World Wide Travel voluntarily withdrew from the White House travel operation and were replaced on a temporary basis by American Express[image: External link] Travel Services.[22] (Later, after a competitive bid, American Express received the permanent role to book press charters.[5])

Various investigations took place.
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 FBI




The role of the White House staff in pressuring the FBI to launch an investigation had been heavily criticized; on May 28, 1993, the FBI issued a report saying it had done nothing wrong in its contacts with the White House.[4] (This conclusion was reiterated by a March 1994 report by the Justice Department[image: External link]'s Office of Professional Responsibility[image: External link].[4])

Meanwhile, the FBI investigation of the Travel Office practices themselves continued, soon focusing on Dale.[5] During the summer of 1993 the other staffers of the office were informed that they were no longer a target of investigation.[5]
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 Clinton White House report




On July 2, 1993, the White House issued its own 80-page report on the firings, one that the New York Times[image: External link] termed "strikingly self-critical".[23] Co-written by Chief of Staff McLarty, it criticized five White House officials, included McLarty himself, Watkins, Kennedy, Cornelius, and another, for dismissing the Travel Office members improperly, for appearing to pressure the FBI into its involvement, and for allowing friends of the Clintons to become involved in a matter with which they had a business stake.[23] It said that the employees should instead have been placed on administrative leave.[14] However, the White House said no illegal actions had occurred, and no officials would be terminated; this did not satisfy Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole[image: External link], who called for an independent investigation.[23] As Chief of Staff McLarty personally apologized to the fired Travel Office employees — some of whom had all their personal documents and travel photographs related to years of service thrown out during the firing process[15] — and said they would be given other jobs[23] (which five of them were;[24] Dale and his assistant director retired.[5]) The White House report also contained the initial indications of the First Lady's involvement in the firings, saying that she had taken an interest in the Travel Office's alleged mismanagement and had been informed two days in advance that the firings would take place.[23] There was no indication of involvement from President Clinton himself, although he had earlier taken broad public responsibility for what had happened.[23]

The travel office controversy was subsequently judged to have been a factor in Vince Foster's depression[image: External link] and July 20, 1993, suicide[image: External link].[5][14] In his torn-up resignation note from a few days before, he wrote "No one in The White House, to my knowledge, violated any law or standard of conduct, including any action in the Travel Office. There was no intent to benefit any individual or specific group. [...] The press is covering up the illegal benefits they received from the travel staff".[25] (In the last part, Foster may have been referring to lax customs treatment by the Travel Office of goods brought back from foreign trips by reporters.[25])
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 GAO Report




In July 1993, Congress requested the non-partisan General Accounting Office[image: External link] investigate the firings; on May 2, 1994, the GAO concluded that the White House did have legal authority to terminate the Travel Office employees without cause, because they served at the pleasure of the president.[4] However, it also concluded that Cornelius, Thomason, and Martens, who all had potential business interests involved, had possibly influenced the decision.[4] Moreover, the GAO report indicated that the First Lady played a larger role than previously thought before the firings, with Watkins saying she had urged "that action be taken to get 'our people' into the travel office."[21] The First Lady, who had given a written statement to the inquiry, said she did "not recall this conversation with the same level of detail as Mr. Watkins."[21]
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 Independent Counsel investigation begins




Special prosecutor Robert B. Fiske[image: External link] tangentially investigated travel office events during the first half of 1994, as part of investigating the circumstances surrounding Foster's death.[4]

In August 1994, Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr took over from Fiske in investigating Whitewater[image: External link], Foster, and indirectly the travel office matter.[4] On July 22, 1995, Hillary Clinton gave a deposition under oath to the Independent Counsel that touched on travel office questions;[26] she denied having had a role in the firings, but was unable to recall many specifics of conversations with Foster and Watkins.[26]
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 Oversight Committee investigation begins




In late 1994, following the 1994 Congressional elections[image: External link] which switched Congress from Democratic to Republican control, the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee[image: External link], chaired by Pennsylvania[image: External link] Republican William Clinger[image: External link], launched an investigation into the White House Travel Office firings.[4] In October 1995, the committee began hearings on the matter;[4] Clinger soon accused the White House of withholding pertinent documents[27] and sought subpoenas to compel witnesses to appear.[28]
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 Private investigations




Not all investigations were by governmental bodies. The magazine The American Spectator, which had a well-established animus towards the First Couple,[29][30][31] focused on the Travelgate story as one of many Clinton-related matters it thought scandalous,[30][32] describing it as "a story about influence-peddling and sleazy deal-making... in the Clinton White House".[33] Spectator publisher R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr.[image: External link] would claim that the magazine's early Travelgate stories provided useful material to the congressional investigations.[34] In general, Clinton administration controversies such as Travelgate allowed opinion magazines and political debate television shows to attract subscribers and viewers.[30][33]
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 Prosecution and acquittal of Billy Dale




Meanwhile, as a consequence of the FBI investigation, former Travel Office Director Billy Dale was indicted by a federal grand jury on December 7, 1994, on two counts of embezzlement[image: External link] and criminal conversion[image: External link], charged with wrongfully depositing into his own bank account $68,000 in checks from media organizations traveling with the president[35] during the period between 1988 and 1991.[5] He faced up to 20 years in prison if convicted.[36] Dale's attorneys conceded that funds had been co-mingled, but stated that Dale had not stolen anything but rather used the monies for the substantial tips and off-the-book payments that the job required, especially in foreign countries, and that anything left over was used as a discount against future trips.[5]

At the 13-day trial in October and November 1995,[37] prominent journalists such as ABC News' Sam Donaldson[image: External link] and The Los Angeles Times[image: External link]' Jack Nelson[image: External link] testified as character witnesses on Dale's behalf.[8] Much of the trial focused on the details of the movement of Travel Office funds into Dale's personal account, and not on the political overtones of the case.[38] The jury acquitted Dale of both charges on November 16, 1995,[4] following less than two hours of deliberations.[37]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 A memo surfaces regarding the First Lady




On January 5, 1996, a new development thrust the travel office matter again to the forefront. A two-year-old memo from White House director of administration David Watkins surfaced that identified First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton as the motivating force behind the firings, with the additional involvement of Vince Foster and Harry Thomason.[39] "Foster regularly informed me that the First Lady was concerned and desired action. The action desired was the firing of the Travel Office staff."[40] Written in fall 1993, apparently intended for McLarty, the Watkins memo also said "we both know that there would be hell to pay" if "we failed to take swift and decisive action in conformity with the First Lady's wishes."[39] This memo contradicted the First Lady's previous statements in the GAO investigation, that she had played no role in the firings and had not consulted with Thomason beforehand; the White House also found it difficult to explain why the memo was so late in surfacing when all the previous investigations had requested all relevant materials.[40] House committee chair Clinger charged a cover-up[image: External link] was taking place and vowed to pursue new material.[39]

These developments, following Hillary Clinton's prior disputed statements about her cattle futures dealings[image: External link] and Whitewater, led to a famous exchange in which high-profile New York Times[image: External link] columnist William Safire[image: External link], who had endorsed Bill Clinton in the previous election, wrote that many Americans were coming to the "sad realization that our First Lady—a woman of undoubted talents who was a role model for many in her generation—is a congenital liar,"[41] followed by White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry[image: External link] saying that "the President, if he were not the President, would have delivered a more forceful response to that—on the bridge of Mr. Safire's nose."[42][43]

As a result of the discovery of the Watkins memo, and based upon a suggestion from the Office of Independent Counsel, on March 20, 1996, Attorney General Janet Reno[image: External link] requested that Whitewater[image: External link] Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr expand his inquiry to specifically include the travel office affair, in particular allegations that White House employees had lied about Hillary Clinton's role in the firings,[8] and that David Watkins or Hillary Clinton had made false statements in previous testimony to the GAO, Congress, or the Independent Counsel.[44]

The Congressional investigation continued; on March 21, 1996, Hillary Clinton submitted a deposition under oath to the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee, again acknowledging concern about irregularities in the Travel Office but denying a direct role in the firings and expressing a lack of recollection to a number of questions.[26] A battle of wills took place between the legislative and executive branches. On May 9, 1996, President Clinton refused to turn over additional documents related to the matter, claiming executive privilege[image: External link].[45] House committee chair Clinger threatened a contempt of Congress[image: External link] resolution against the president, and the White House partially backed down on May 30, surrendering 1,000 of the 3,000 documents the committee asked for.[46]

Meanwhile, the seven dismissed employees were back in the picture. In March 1996 the House voted 350–43 to reimburse them for all of their legal expenses;[47] in September 1996, Democratic Senator Harry Reid[image: External link] led an unsuccessful attempt to block this measure.[48] In May 1996, the seven filed a $35 million lawsuit against Harry Thomason and Darnell Martens, alleging unlawful interference with their employment and emotional distress.[49]

On June 5, 1996, Clinger announced that the committee's investigations had discovered that the White House had requested access to Billy Dale's FBI background check report seven months after the terminations, in what Clinger said was an improper effort to justify the firings.[50] It was rapidly discovered that the White House had additionally gotten improper access to hundreds of other FBI background reports, many on former White House employees in Republican administrations; thus was born the Filegate[image: External link] controversy.[51]

The Senator Al D'Amato[image: External link]-chaired Senate Special Whitewater Committee[image: External link], which had begun the previous year, issued its findings in a majority report on June 18, 1996;[52] it did not investigate Travelgate directly, but did say that "[Hillary] Clinton, upon learning of [Vince] Foster's death, at least realized its connection to [the] Travelgate scandal, and perhaps to the Whitewater matter, and dispatched her trusted lieutenants to contain any potential embarrassment or political damage."[53] Minority Democratic members of the Committee derided these findings as "a legislative travesty," "a witch hunt," and "a political game."[52]

The House Government Reform and Oversight Committee issued its majority report on September 18, 1996, in which it accused the Clinton administration of having obstructed the committee's efforts to investigate the Travelgate scandal.[6] It portrayed Bill Clinton as being heavily involved in the travel office affair,[6] more than any other investigation. The report's chapter titles were lurid: "The White House Stonewalled All Investigations into the White House Travel Office Firings and Related Matters", "The White House Initiated a Full-Scale Campaign of Misinformation in the Aftermath of the Travel Office Firings and President Clinton Led the Misinformation Campaign from the First Days of the Travelgate Debacle", "Foster's Death Shattered a White House Just Recovering from an Abysmal First 6 Months of Administration", and so forth.[54] Democratic members of the Committee walked out in protest over the report, with ranking member Henry Waxman[image: External link] calling it "an embarrassment to you [Chairman Clinger], this committee and this Congress" and "a crassly partisan smear campaign against President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton and this administration."[6] The following month Clinger forwarded the report, along with one on Filegate, to the Independent Counsel, suggesting that the testimony of several witnesses be looked at for possible perjury or obstruction of justice.[8] Democrats said this was politically motivated in an attempt to influence the 1996 presidential election[image: External link].[8]
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 Independent Counsel findings




Almost two years passed. Independent Counsel Starr continued his investigation. Starr wanted access to notes that Vince Foster's attorney took in a conversation with Foster about the travel office affair shortly before Foster's suicide, but on June 25, 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled 6–3 against Starr in Swidler & Berlin v. United States[image: External link], stating that attorney–client privilege[image: External link] extends beyond the grave.[55] In September 1998 Independent Counsel Starr released the famous Starr Report, concerning offenses that may have been committed by President Clinton as part of the Lewinsky scandal. It did not mention the travel office matter.[8]

On November 19, 1998, Starr testified before the House Judiciary Committee in connection with the impeachment of Bill Clinton over charges related to the Lewinsky scandal. Here, for the first time, Starr exonerated President Clinton of complicity in the travel office affair, saying that while investigations were not complete, "the president was not involved in our... investigation."[56] (Starr also chose this occasion to clear President Clinton in the Filegate matter, and to say he had not committed impeachable wrongdoing in the Whitewater matter; Democrats on the committee immediately criticized Starr for withholding all these findings until after the 1998 Congressional elections[image: External link].[57])

Starr explicitly did not exonerate Hillary Clinton, however; her case remained unsettled. More time passed. By 2000, she was a candidate for United States Senator from New York[image: External link], and Starr had been replaced as Independent Counsel by prosecutor Robert Ray[image: External link], who once worked for Rudy Giuliani[image: External link], Clinton's then-opponent in the Senate race.[58] Regardless, Ray vowed his investigation would have "no untoward effect on the political process."[58] Ray was determined to wrap up the case before the end of Bill Clinton's term.[59]

On June 23, 2000, the suspense ended when Ray submitted the final Independent Counsel report on the travel office affair under seal to the judicial panel in charge of the investigation and publicly announced that he would seek no criminal charges against Hillary Clinton.[60] Ray said that she had, contrary to her statements, "ultimately influenced" the decision to fire the employees.[60] However, "the evidence was insufficient to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that any of Mrs. Clinton's statements and testimony regarding her involvement in the travel office firings were knowingly false," and thus prosecution was declined.[60] White House press secretary Joe Lockhart[image: External link] was critical of Ray's statement: "By inappropriately characterizing the results of a legally sealed report through innuendo, the Office of Independent Counsel has further politicized an investigation that has dragged on far too long."[60]

Ray's full 243-page report[61] was unsealed and made public on October 18, 2000, three weeks before the Senatorial election. It confirmed that neither Hillary Clinton nor David Watkins would be indicted.[61] It included some new detail, including a somewhat unsubstantiated claim from a friend of Watkins saying that the First Lady had told Watkins to "fire the sons of bitches."[62] Ray cited eight separate conversations between the First Lady and senior staff and concluded: "Mrs. Clinton’s input into the process was significant, if not the significant factor influencing the pace of events in the Travel Office firings and the ultimate decision to fire the employees." Moreover, Ray determined Hillary Clinton had given "factually false" testimony[63] when questioned by the GAO, the Independent Counsel, and Congress[61] about the travel office firings, but reiterated that "the evidence was insufficient to prove beyond a reasonable doubt" that she knew her statements were false or understood that they may have prompted the firings.[63]

Immediate reactions to the report differed. David E. Kendall[image: External link], Hillary Clinton's lawyer, said that Ray's words were "highly unfair and misleading"[63] and that Ray's conclusions were inconsistent, that evidence regarding her innocence had been buried in the document, and that the report confirmed that her fears about financial improprieties in the Travel Office were warranted.[64] On the other hand, Bill Powers[image: External link], chair of the New York Republican State Committee[image: External link], said the report "once again makes us question" the believability of Clinton, and Congressman Rick Lazio[image: External link], her Republican opponent in the Senate election, said "We believe that character counts in public service."[65] New York Times columnist Safire updated his description of Hillary Clinton to "habitual prevaricator", saying "the evidence that she has been lying all along is damning" and comparing her dark side to that of Richard Nixon[image: External link], in whose White House he had once worked.[66]

Regardless, after 7½ years, Travelgate was finally over.
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In the legal aftermath, Swidler & Berlin v. United States became an important Supreme Court decision.[67] The length, expense, and results of the Travelgate and the other investigations grouped under the Whitewater umbrella turned much of the public against the Independent Counsel mechanism.[68] As such, the Independent Counsel law expired in 1999, with critics saying it cost too much with too few results; even Kenneth Starr favored the law's demise.[69]

Opinions would differ over the legacy of the affair. Some agreed with Safire, who had said that Hillary Clinton was "a vindictive power player who used the FBI to ruin the lives of people standing in the way of juicy patronage."[12] Conservative commentator Barbara Olson[image: External link] would entitle her highly unflattering 1999 book Hell to Pay: The Unfolding Story of Hillary Rodham Clinton, in reference to Clinton's Travelgate phrase. However, these had little effect on Hillary Clinton's career, as she won the 2000 election to the Senate, won re-election in 2006[image: External link], became a strong contender for the Democratic Party nomination in the 2008 presidential election[image: External link], then served as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013, and then ran for president again in 2016, becoming the nominee[image: External link].

Bill Clinton later described the allegations and investigation as "a fraud",[70] while in her 2003 autobiography Hillary Clinton gave short shrift to the matter, never mentioning Billy Dale by name and saying that "'Travelgate'... was perhaps worthy of a two- or three-week life span; instead, in a partisan political climate, it became the first manifestation of an obsession for investigation that persisted into the next millennium."[11] Many in the Clinton inner circle would always believe that political motivations had been behind the investigation, including an attempt to derail Hillary Clinton's role in the 1993 health care reform plan.[14] But associate White House counsel William Kennedy would also later reflect that some of it was just "pure palpable hatred of the Clintons. It started and it never quit."[14]
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Whitewater Controversy






The Whitewater controversy, Whitewater scandal (or simply Whitewater), was an American political episode of the 1990s that began with an investigation into the real estate investments of Bill and Hillary Clinton and their associates, Jim McDougal[image: External link] and Susan McDougal[image: External link], in the Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link], a failed business venture in the 1970s and 1980s.

A March 1992 New York Times[image: External link] article published during the U.S. presidential campaign reported that the Clintons, then governor[image: External link] and first lady of Arkansas[image: External link], had invested and lost money in the Whitewater Development Corporation.[1] The article stimulated the interest of L. Jean Lewis[image: External link], a Resolution Trust Corporation[image: External link] investigator who was looking into the failure of Madison Guaranty[image: External link] Savings and Loan[image: External link], also owned by Jim and Susan McDougal.

Lewis looked for connections between the savings and loan company and the Clintons, and on September 2, 1992, she submitted a criminal referral to the FBI[image: External link] naming Bill and Hillary Clinton as witnesses in the Madison Guaranty case. Little Rock U.S. Attorney[image: External link] Charles A. Banks and the FBI determined that the referral lacked merit, but Lewis continued to pursue the case. From 1992 to 1994, Lewis issued several additional referrals against the Clintons, and repeatedly called the U.S. Attorney's Office in Little Rock and the Justice Department[image: External link] regarding the case.[2] Her referrals eventually became public knowledge, and she testified before the Senate Whitewater Committee[image: External link] in 1995.

David Hale[image: External link], the source of criminal allegations against the Clintons, claimed in November 1993 that Bill Clinton had pressured him into providing an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[3] The allegations were regarded as questionable, because Hale had not mentioned Clinton in reference to this loan during the original FBI investigation of Madison Guaranty in 1989; only after coming under indictment himself in 1993, did Hale make allegations against the Clintons.[4] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project. Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link], Bill Clinton's successor as governor, was convicted of fraud and sentenced to four years of probation for his role in the matter.[5] Susan McDougal served 18 months in prison for contempt of court for refusing to answer questions[image: External link] relating to Whitewater.

Neither Bill Clinton nor Hillary were ever prosecuted, after three separate inquiries found insufficient evidence linking them with the criminal conduct of others related to the land deal. The matter was handled by the Whitewater Independent Counsel, Kenneth Starr. The last of these inquiries came from the final Independent Counsel, Robert Ray[image: External link], (who replaced Starr) in 2000.[6] Susan McDougal was granted a pardon by President Clinton[image: External link] before he left office.
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 Nomenclature




The term "Whitewater" is sometimes used to include other controversies from the Bill Clinton administration, especially Travelgate[image: External link], Filegate[image: External link], and the circumstances surrounding Vince Foster's death[image: External link], that were also investigated by the Whitewater Independent Counsel.[7]

But Whitewater proper refers only to the matters stemming from the Whitewater Development Corporation and subsequent developments.
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 Origins of Whitewater Development Corporation




Bill Clinton had known Arkansas businessman and political figure Jim McDougal since 1968, and had made a previous small real estate investment with him in 1977.[9] The Clintons were seeking ways of supplementing their income: Bill Clinton's salary was $26,500 as Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link] (which would rise to $35,000 if his campaign for Governor of Arkansas succeeded) and Hillary Clinton's salary was $24,500 as a Rose Law Firm[image: External link] associate[10][11] for a combined income in 1978 of $51,173,[12] equivalent to $188,000 in 2016.

In spring of 1978, McDougal proposed that the Clintons join him and his wife, Susan, in buying 230 acres (93 ha) of undeveloped land along the south bank of the White River[image: External link] near Flippin[image: External link], Arkansas, in the Ozark Mountains[image: External link]. The goal was to subdivide the site into lots for vacation homes[image: External link], intended for the many people coming south from Chicago and Detroit who were interested in low property taxes, fishing, rafting, and mountain scenery. The plan was to hold the property for a few years and then sell the lots at a profit.[9]

The four borrowed $203,000 to buy land, and subsequently transferred ownership of the land to the newly created Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link], in which all four participants had equal shares.[9] Susan McDougal chose the name "Whitewater Estates" and their sales pitch was, "One weekend here and you'll never want to live anywhere else."[11][13][14] The business was incorporated on June 18, 1979.
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 Failure of Whitewater Development Corporation




By the time the Whitewater lots were surveyed and available for sale at the end of 1979, interest rates had climbed to near 20%. Prospective buyers could no longer afford to buy vacation homes. Rather than take a loss on the venture, the four decided to build a model home and wait for better economic conditions.[9]

Following the land purchase, Jim McDougal asked the Clintons for additional funds for interest payments on the loan and other expenses; the Clintons later claimed to have no knowledge of how these contributions were used.[9][15] When Bill Clinton failed to win re-election in 1980, Jim McDougal lost his job as the governor's economic aide and decided to go into banking.[11] He acquired the Bank of Kingston in 1980 and the Woodruff Savings & Loan in 1982,[16] renaming them the Madison Bank & Trust and the Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan[image: External link], respectively.[13]

In spring 1985, McDougal held a fundraiser at Madison Guaranty's office in Little Rock that paid off Clinton's 1984 gubernatorial campaign debt of $50,000. McDougal raised $35,000; $12,000 of that was in Madison Guaranty cashier's checks.[17][18]

In 1985, Jim McDougal invested in a local construction project called Castle Grande[image: External link]. The 1,000 acres (400 ha), located south of Little Rock[image: External link],[13] were priced at about $1.75 million, more than McDougal could afford on his own. According to current law, McDougal could borrow only $600,000 from his own savings and loan[image: External link], Madison Guaranty. Therefore, McDougal involved others to raise the additional funds. Among these was Seth Ward, an employee of the bank, who helped funnel the additional $1.15 million required. To avoid potential investigations, the money was moved back and forth among several other investors and intermediaries. Hillary Clinton, then an attorney at Rose Law Firm (which is based in Little Rock) provided legal services to Castle Grande.

In 1986, federal regulators realized that all of the necessary funds for this real estate venture had come from Madison Guaranty; regulators called Castle Grande a sham. In July of that year, McDougal resigned from Madison Guaranty. Seth Ward fell under investigation, along with the lawyer who helped him draft the agreement. Castle Grande earned $2 million in commissions and fees for McDougal's business associates, as well as an unknown amount in legal fees for Rose Law Firm, but in 1989, it collapsed, at a cost to the government of $4 million.[19] This in turn helped trigger the 1989 collapse of Madison Guaranty, which federal regulators then had to take over.[19] Taking place in the midst of the nationwide savings and loan crisis[image: External link], the failure of Madison Guaranty cost the United States $73 million.[20]

The Clintons lost between $37,000 and $69,000 on their Whitewater investment; this was less than the McDougals lost.[21] The reasons for the unequal capital contributions by the Clintons and McDougals are unknown but the President's critics cited the discrepancy as evidence that then-Governor Clinton was to contribute to the project in other ways.[15]

The White House and the President's supporters claimed that they were exonerated by the Pillsbury Report. This was a $3 million study done for the Resolution Trust Corporation[image: External link] by the Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro[image: External link] law firm at the time that Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan was dissolved. The report concluded that James McDougal, who had set up the deal, was the managing partner, and Bill Clinton was a passive investor in the venture; the Associated Press characterized it as "generally support[ing] the Clintons' description of their involvement in Whitewater."[22][23] However, Charles Patterson, the attorney who supervised the report, "refused ... to call it a vindication" of the Clintons, stating in testimony before the Senate Whitewater Committee that "it was not our purpose to vindicate, castigate, exculpate."[23]
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 Bill Clinton's first run for president




During Bill Clinton's first bid for the presidency in 1992, he was asked by New York Times[image: External link] reporters about the failure of the Whitewater development.[24] The subsequent New York Times article, by reporter Jeff Gerth[image: External link], appeared on March 8, 1992.[1]
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 Removal of documents




Within hours of the death of Vince Foster[image: External link] in July 1993, chief White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum[image: External link] removed documents, some of them concerning the Whitewater Development Corporation, from Foster's office and gave them to Maggie Williams[image: External link], Chief of Staff to the First Lady. According to the New York Times, Williams placed the documents in a safe in the White House for five days before turning them over to their personal lawyer.[25]
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 Subpoena of the presidential couple




As a result of the exposé in the New York Times, the Justice Department opened an investigation into the failed Whitewater deal. Media pressure continued to build, and on April 22, 1994, Hillary Clinton gave an unusual press conference[image: External link] under a portrait of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] in the State Dining Room[image: External link] of the White House, to address questions on both Whitewater and the cattle futures controversy[image: External link]; it was broadcast live on several networks. In it, she claimed that the Clintons had a passive role in the Whitewater venture and had committed no wrongdoing, but admitted that her explanations had been vague. She said that she no longer opposed appointing a special prosecutor to investigate the matter. Afterwards, she won media praise for the manner in which she conducted herself during the press conference;[15] Time[image: External link] called her "open, candid, but above all unflappable...the real message was her attitude and her poise. The confiding tone and relaxed body language[image: External link]...immediately drew approving reviews".[27] By that time there was growing backlash from Democrats and other members of the political left against the press' investigations of Whitewater. The New York Times was criticized by Gene Lyons[image: External link] of Harper's Magazine[image: External link], who felt its reporters were exaggerating the significance and possible impropriety of what they were uncovering.[28]

At Clinton's request, Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno[image: External link] appointed a special prosecutor[image: External link], Robert B. Fiske[image: External link], to investigate the legality of the Whitewater transactions in 1994. Two allegations surfaced: 1) that Clinton had exerted pressure on an Arkansas businessman, David Hale, to make a loan that would benefit him and the owners of Madison Guaranty[image: External link]; and 2) that an Arkansas bank had concealed transactions involving Clinton's gubernatorial campaign in 1990. In May 1994, Fiske issued a grand jury subpoena[image: External link] to the President and his wife for all documents relating to Madison Guaranty, with a deadline of 30 days. They were reported as missing by the Clintons. Almost two years later, the subpoenaed billing records of the Rose Law Firm were discovered in the Clintons' private residence in the White House, with finger prints of Hillary Clinton.[29] l[image: External link]
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 The Kenneth Starr investigation




In August 1994, Kenneth Starr[30] was appointed by a three-judge panel to continue the Whitewater investigation, replacing Robert B. Fiske, who had been specially appointed by the attorney general, prior to the re-enactment of the Independent Counsel law. Fiske was replaced because he had been chosen and appointed by Janet Reno, Clinton's attorney general, creating a conflict of interest[image: External link].

David Hale[image: External link], the key witness against President Clinton in Starr's Whitewater investigation, alleged in November 1992 that Clinton, while governor of Arkansas, pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the partner of the Clintons in the Whitewater deal.[3]

Hale's defense strategy, as proposed by attorney Randy Coleman, was to present himself as the victim of high-powered politicians who forced him to give away all of the money.[31] This self-caricature was undermined by testimony from November 1989, wherein FBI agents investigating the failure of Madison Guaranty had questioned Hale about his dealings with Jim and Susan McDougal, including the $300,000 loan. According to the agents' official memorandum of that interview, Hale described in some detail his dealings with Jim Guy Tucker (then an attorney in private practice, later Bill Clinton's lieutenant governor[image: External link]), both McDougals, and several others, but never mentioned Governor Bill Clinton.

Clinton denied that he pressured Hale to approve the loan to Susan McDougal. By this time, Hale had already pleaded guilty to two felonies and secured a reduction in his sentence in exchange for his testimony against Bill Clinton. Charges were made by Clinton supporters that Hale had received numerous cash payments from representatives of the so-called Arkansas Project[image: External link], a $2.4 million campaign established to assist in Hale's defense strategy, and to investigate Clinton and his associates between 1993 and 1997.[3] These charges were the topic of a separate investigation by former Department of Justice investigator, Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.[32] Shaheen filed his report in July 1999 to Starr, who stated that the allegations that Hale had been paid in hopes of influencing his testimony were "unsubstantiated or, in some cases, untrue". Furthermore, no charges were brought against Hale or the Arkansas Project outlet, The American Spectator.[33] Writers from Salon[image: External link] complained that the full, 168-page report had not been made public, a complaint still being reiterated by Salon as of 2001.[34]

State prosecutors issued an arrest warrant for Hale in early July 1996, charging that Hale had misrepresented the solvency of his insurance company, National Savings Life, to the state insurance commission. The prosecutors also alleged in court papers that Hale had made those misrepresentations to conceal the fact that he had looted the insurance company. Hale said that any infraction was a technicality and that no one had lost any money.[35] In March 1999, Hale was convicted of the first charge, with the jury recommending a 21-day jail sentence.[35]

Starr drafted an impeachment referral to the House of Representatives in the fall of 1997, alleging that there was "substantial and credible evidence" that Bill Clinton had committed perjury regarding Hale's allegations.

Theodore B. Olson[image: External link], who with several associates, launched the plan that later became known as the "Arkansas Project", wrote several essays for The American Spectator, accusing Clinton and many of his associates of wrongdoing. The first of those pieces appeared in February 1994, alleging a wide variety of criminal offenses by the Clintons and others, including Webster Hubbell[image: External link]. These allegations led to the discovery that Hubbell, a friend and former Rose Law Firm partner of Hillary Clinton, had committed multiple frauds, mostly against his own firm. Hillary Clinton, instead of being complicit in Hubbell's crimes, had been among his victims. In December 1994, one week after Hubbell pleaded guilty to mail fraud and tax evasion, Associate White House Counsel, Jane C. Sherburne[image: External link], created a "Task List" which included a reference to monitoring Hubbell's cooperation with Starr. Hubbell was later recorded in prison saying "I need to roll over one more time" regarding the Rose Law firm lawsuit. In his next court appearance, he pleaded the Fifth Amendment[image: External link] against self-incrimination (see United States v. Hubbell[image: External link]).

In February 1997, Starr announced he would leave the investigation to pursue a position at the Pepperdine University School of Law[image: External link]. However, he "flip flopped" in the face of "intense criticism", and new evidence of sexual misconduct.[30]

By April 1998, diverted to some degree by the burgeoning Lewinsky scandal, Starr's investigations in Arkansas were winding down, with his Little Rock grand jury about to expire.[19] Hubbell, Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link], and Susan McDougal had all refused to cooperate with Starr.[19] Tucker and McDougal were later pardoned by President Clinton. When the Arkansas grand jury did conclude its work in May 1998, after 30 months in panel, it came up with only a contempt indictment against Susan McDougal.[32] Although she refused to testify under oath regarding the Clintons' involvement in Whitewater, Susan McDougal did make the case in the media that the Clintons had been truthful in their account of the loan, and had cast doubt on her former husband's motives for cooperating with Starr. She also claimed that James McDougal felt abandoned by Clinton, and told her "he was going to pay back the Clintons". She said to the press, again not under oath, that her husband had told her that Republican activist and Little Rock lawyer, Sheffield Nelson[image: External link], was willing to "pay him some money" for talking to the New York Times about Bill Clinton, and in 1992, he told her that one of Clinton's political enemies was paying him to tell the New York Times about Whitewater.

From the beginning, Susan McDougal charged that Starr offered her "global immunity" from other charges if she would cooperate with the Whitewater investigation. McDougal told the jury that refusing to answer questions about the Clintons and Whitewater wasn't easy for her, or her family. "It's been a long road, a very long road...and it was not an easy decision to make", McDougal told the court. McDougal refused to answer any questions while under oath[image: External link], leading to her being imprisoned by the judge for civil contempt of court for the maximum 18 months, including eight months in isolation. Starr's subsequent indictment of McDougal for criminal contempt of court charges resulted in a jury hung[image: External link] 7-5, in favor of acquittal. President Clinton later pardoned her, shortly before leaving office (see list of people pardoned by Bill Clinton[image: External link]).

In September 1998, Independent Counsel Starr released the Starr Report, concerning offenses alleged to have been committed by President Clinton, as part of the Lewinsky scandal. The report mentioned Whitewater only in passing; Clinton friend and advisor, Vernon Jordan[image: External link], had tried to help Webster Hubbell financially with "no-show" consulting contracts while he was under pressure to cooperate with the Whitewater investigations.[32] Indeed, it was on this basis that Starr took on the Lewinsky investigation, under the umbrella of the Whitewater Independent Counsel mandate.[32]

There was much acrimony from the most fervent critics of the Clintons, after the release of the Starr report on the Foster matter and after Starr's departure and return to the case. The death of Foster had been the source of many conspiracy theories. Christopher Ruddy[image: External link], a reporter for Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link]'s Pittsburgh Tribune-Review[image: External link], helped fuel much of this speculation with claims that Starr had not pursued this line of inquiry far enough.[36]
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 Reaction of the Clintons




On January 26, 1996, Hillary Clinton testified before a grand jury concerning her investments in Whitewater. This was the first time in American history that a first lady had been subpoenaed to testify before a grand jury. She testified that they never borrowed any money from the bank, and denied having caused anyone to borrow money on their behalf.
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 Reaction of Congress




Parallel to the Independent Counsel track, both houses of the United States Congress[image: External link] had been investigating Whitewater and holding hearings on it. The House Committee on Financial Services[image: External link] had been scheduled to begin hearings in late March 1994, but they were postponed after an unusually angry, written communication from Democratic Banking Committee chair Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link] to Republican Jim Leach[image: External link]. Gonzalez called Leach "obstinate", "obdurate", "in willful disregard" of House etiquette, and "premeditatedly" plotting a "judicial adventure".[37] The House Banking Committee began its hearings in late July 1994.[38]

The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee[image: External link] also began hearings on Whitewater in July 1994.[39] These hearings intensified in May 1995, following the Republican gain of control, when the Republican Banking Committee chairman Al D'Amato[image: External link] also became chair of the newly formed Special Whitewater Committee[image: External link]. The Whitewater committee's hearings were much more extensive than those held previously by the Democrats, running for 300 hours over 60 sessions across 13 months, and taking over 10,000 pages of testimony and 35,000 pages of depositions from almost 250 people.[40] The hearings' testimony and senatorial lines of investigation mostly followed partisan lines, with Republicans investigating the President and the Democrats defending him.[40] The Senate Special Whitewater Committee issued an 800-page majority report on June 18, 1996, which only hinted at one possible improper action by President Clinton, but spoke of the Clinton Administration as "an American presidency [that] misused its power, circumvented the limits on its authority and attempted to manipulate the truth". The first lady came in for much stronger criticism, as she was "the central figure" in all aspects of the alleged wrongdoings.[41] The Democratic minority on the Committee called these findings "a legislative travesty", "a witch hunt", and "a political game".[41]

On November 19, 1998, Independent Counsel Starr testified before the House Judiciary Committee in connection with the Impeachment of Bill Clinton over charges related to the Lewinsky scandal. Starr said that in late 1997, he had considered preparing an impeachment report regarding the fraudulent $300,000 loan to Susan Mcdougall and the question of whether the President had testified truthfully regarding the loan.[42] Starr said that he held back the charges because he was not sure that the two major witnesses had told the truth,[43] but that the investigation was still ongoing. Regarding the reappearance of Hillary Clinton's Rose Law Firm billing records in the White House residential section, Starr said the investigation had found no explanation for the disappearance or the reappearance. "After a thorough investigation, we have found no explanation how the billing records got where they were or why they were not discovered and produced earlier. It remains a mystery to this day."[43] Starr also chose this occasion to completely exonerate President Clinton of any wrongdoing in the Travelgate[image: External link] and Filegate[image: External link] matters;[42] Democrats on the committee immediately criticized Starr for withholding these findings, as well as the Whitewater one, until after the 1998 Congressional elections[image: External link].[43]
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 Convictions




The Clintons were never charged with any crime. Fifteen other persons were convicted of more than 40 crimes, including Jim Guy Tucker, who was removed from office.[44]


	
Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link]: Governor of Arkansas at the time, removed from office (fraud, 3 counts)

	
John Haley[image: External link]: attorney for Jim Guy Tucker (tax evasion[image: External link])

	William J. Marks, Sr.: Jim Guy Tucker's business partner ( conspiracy[image: External link])

	
Stephen Smith[image: External link]: former Governor Clinton aide (conspiracy to misapply funds). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
Webster Hubbell[image: External link]: Clinton political supporter; U.S. Associate Attorney General; Rose Law Firm partner ( embezzlement[image: External link], fraud)

	
Jim McDougal[image: External link]: banker, Clinton political supporter: (18 felonies, varied)

	
Susan McDougal[image: External link]: Clinton political supporter (multiple frauds). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
David Hale[image: External link]: banker, self-proclaimed Clinton political supporter: (conspiracy, fraud)

	Neal Ainley: Perry County Bank president (embezzled bank funds for Clinton campaign)

	
Chris Wade[image: External link]: Whitewater real estate broker (multiple loan fraud). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	Larry Kuca: Madison real estate agent (multiple loan fraud)

	
Robert W. Palmer[image: External link]: Madison appraiser (conspiracy). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
John Latham[image: External link]: Madison Bank CEO (bank fraud[image: External link])

	
Eugene Fitzhugh[image: External link]: Whitewater defendant (multiple bribery)

	Charles Matthews: Whitewater defendant (bribery)
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 Tax returns




In March 1992, during his presidential campaign, the Clintons acknowledged that on their 1984 and 1985 tax returns, they had claimed improper tax deductions[image: External link] for interest[image: External link] payments made by the Whitewater Development Company.[45] Due to the age of mistake, the Clintons were not obligated to make good the error, but Bill Clinton announced that they would nonetheless do so.[45]

Deputy White House counsel Vince Foster[image: External link] looked into this matter, but did not take any action before his death.[45] On December 28, 1993, almost two years after the original announcement, the Clintons did make a reimbursement payment, for $4,900, to the Internal Revenue Service[image: External link]. This was done just before Justice Department investigators started seeking the Clintons' Whitewater files. The payment was made without filing an amended return (possibly because the three-year period for amended return filing had passed), but did include full interest on the amount of the error, including the additional two-year delay.[45] The Whitewater files in question, publicly released in August 1995, cast some doubt on the Clintons' assertions in the matter, as they showed that the couple was aware that the interest payments in question were paid by the Whitewater corporation, and not them personally.[45]
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 Ray report




Kenneth Starr's successor as Independent Counsel, Robert Ray[image: External link], released a report in September 2000, that stated "This office determined that the evidence was insufficient to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that either President or Mrs. Clinton knowingly participated in any criminal conduct."[24] Nevertheless, Ray criticized the White House saying that delays in the production of evidence and "unmeritorious litigation" by the president's lawyers severely impeded the investigation's progress, leading to a total cost of nearly $60 million. Ray's report effectively closed the Whitewater investigation.[6]
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 Epilogue




Bill and Hillary Clinton never visited the actual Whitewater property. In May 1985, Jim McDougal sold the remaining lots of the failed Whitewater Development Corporation to local realtor, Chris Wade. By 1993, there were a few occupied houses on the site, but most of the properties were still for sale. One owner, tired of the many reporters who visited the site, hung a sign saying "Go Home, Idiots."[46] By 2007, there were about 12 houses in the subdivision, with the last lot up for sale by son, Chris Wade, Jr., for $25,000. In Flippin, Arkansas Jim McDougal's savings and loan bank had been replaced by a variety of small businesses, most recently a barbershop.[47]

The length, expense, and results of the Whitewater investigations turned the public against the Office of the Independent Counsel; even Kenneth Starr was opposed to it.[48] The Independent Counsel law was allowed to expire in 1999.[48] Indeed, no one ended up happy with the Whitewater investigation; Democrats felt that the investigation was a political witch-hunt, Republicans were frustrated that both Clintons had escaped formal charges, and those without partisan involvement found press coverage of Whitewater, which spanned four decades, difficult to understand.
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 See also





	Lewinsky scandal

	The Hunting of the President[image: External link]
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AmeriCorps






AmeriCorps is a civil society program supported by the U.S. federal government[image: External link], foundations, corporations, and other donors engaging adults in public service work with a goal of "helping others and meeting critical needs in the community."[1] Members commit to full-time or part-time positions offered by a network of nonprofit[image: External link] community organizations and public agency[image: External link], to fulfill assignments in the fields of education[image: External link], public safety[image: External link], health care[image: External link], and environmental protection[image: External link]. The program is often seen as a domestic Peace Corps[image: External link].[2][3] It employs more than 75,000 Americans in intensive service each year.[4]

AmeriCorps is an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service[image: External link] (CNCS), which also oversees the Senior Corps[image: External link] and the formerly-funded Learn and Serve America[image: External link].[5] It was created under President Bill Clinton by the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993,[6] incorporating VISTA[image: External link] (Volunteers in Service to America) and the National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link] (NCCC).[7] A third division, AmeriCorps State and National, provides grants to hundreds of local community organizations throughout the United States.[8]

The program first became operational in 1994 and has expanded over time,[7] with over 80,000 members participating annually as of 2012.[9] Members may be provided modest financial compensation in the form of cost-of-living[image: External link] allowances, student loan deferment[image: External link], Public Service Loan Forgiveness[image: External link], and the Americorps Education Award[image: External link]. Less tangible benefits include professional skill development and work experience.[10] An internal study found that participation in AmeriCorps strengthened civic attitudes and sentiment, making members more likely to choose careers in public service.[11]
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 AmeriCorps VISTA




Main article: AmeriCorps VISTA[image: External link]


AmeriCorps VISTA, or Volunteers in Service to America[image: External link] (VISTA), was founded in 1965 as a domestic version of the Peace Corps[image: External link]. The program was incorporated into AmeriCorps and renamed AmeriCorps*VISTA with the creation of AmeriCorps in 1993.[12] VISTA provides full-time members to nonprofit, faith-based[image: External link] and other community organizations[image: External link], and public agency[image: External link] to create and expand programs that ultimately bring low-income individuals and communities out of poverty. There are currently over 5,000 VISTA members serving in 1,200 VISTA programs nationwide.
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 AmeriCorps NCCC




Main article: National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link]


AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link] (NCCC) is a full-time, residential team-based program for men and women ages 18–24. Members serve at one of five regional campuses located throughout the United States (Baltimore, MD; Vicksburg, MS; Vinton, IA; Denver, CO; and Sacramento, CA). Each campus focuses efforts on states within its region but may travel to other areas in response to national crises. Former campuses were located in Washington, DC; Charleston, SC; San Diego, CA; and Perry Point, MD.
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 AmeriCorps State and National




AmeriCorps State and National is the largest of the AmeriCorps programs, and provides grants to local and national organizations and agencies, including faith-based[image: External link] and community organizations[image: External link], higher education[image: External link] institutions, and public agency[image: External link]. Grants assist these groups in recruiting, training and placing AmeriCorps members to meet critical community needs in education[image: External link], public safety[image: External link], health[image: External link], and the environment.[13] AmeriCorps State operates through Service Commissions in each state, such as Volunteer Florida and the Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service[image: External link]; South Dakota[image: External link] is the only state without a Service Commission. Each state's Service Commission dispenses funding from the Corporation for National and Community Service to organizations in their states through annual grant[image: External link] competitions. Thousands of organizations across the nation have been awarded AmeriCorps State and National grants since the program's inception.

AmeriCorps State and National members engage in direct service activities, such as after-school tutoring or homebuilding, and capacity-building activities, such as volunteer[image: External link] recruitment, for the organizations they serve. After successfully completing their term of service, AmeriCorps State and National members may receive an Education Award of up to $5,750. The Education Award can pay for additional college or graduate school courses, or it can pay off existing student loans.[14] Full-time members typically complete 1,700 hours of service over 11 months; these members additionally receive a living allowance, health benefits, and child care assistance during their term.[15]
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 Participating Organizations




According to the AmeriCorps website, since the creation of AmeriCorps in 1993 more than 250,000 individuals across the United States have served hundreds of communities in every state of the nation. Some of the programs, organizations, and institutions partnering with AmeriCorps include Communities In Schools[image: External link], Jumpstart for Young Children[image: External link], Public Allies[image: External link], Citizen Schools[image: External link], City Year[image: External link], YouthBuild. Youth Volunteer Corps, YMCA[image: External link], International Rescue Committee[image: External link], Hands On Mississippi, Notre Dame Mission Volunteers - AmeriCorps[image: External link], Girl Scouts of the USA[image: External link], Boy Scouts of America[image: External link], Boys and Girls Club[image: External link], Big Brothers[image: External link], Big Sisters[image: External link], Camp Fire[image: External link], College Forward[image: External link], New York City Coalition Against Hunger[image: External link], Habitat for Humanity[image: External link], American Red Cross[image: External link], the Student Conservation Association[image: External link], Project Transformation, Reading Partners[image: External link], FoodCorps[image: External link], Minnesota Reading Corps[image: External link] and Teach For America[image: External link].
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 Effectiveness




While discussion has occurred about the range and efficacy of evaluating the successes of AmeriCorps,[16] there has been a variety of documentation supporting the program. AmeriCorps provided fiscal and personnel to support the start-up of national programs, including Public Allies[image: External link] and Teach For America[image: External link]. It also brought vital resources to established programs, including City Year[image: External link], Boys and Girls Club[image: External link], Big Brothers Big Sisters[image: External link], Justicecorps[image: External link] and the American Red Cross[image: External link].[17]

AmeriCorps is reported to increase the effectiveness of community service. Successes for individual AmeriCorps members include increasing their commitment to community service[image: External link], increasing community-based activism[image: External link], connection to their communities, knowledge of community problems, engagement in the political process, and voting participation.[18][19]

Additionally, according to a 2007 study released by the Corporation for National and Community Service[image: External link], a majority of AmeriCorps alumni within the study period claimed they had gained life and job skills, such as leadership, teamwork, time-management, and hands-on experience in a field of interest. The study further reported that 71% of alumni were incentivized to join by the prospect of earning a Segal AmeriCorps Education Award[image: External link]; 41% of AmeriCorps members went on to receive a 4-year college degree within three years of entering AmeriCorps.[20]
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 Member pledge




AmeriCorps members take the same Oath of Service as other federal government employees (Peace Corps, military, etc.).

VISTA members take the following oath:

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. [So help me God.][63]

AmeriCorps (non-VISTA) members take the following pledge: [21]


	I will get things done for America - to make our people safer, smarter, and healthier.

	I will bring Americans together to strengthen our communities.

	Faced with apathy, I will take action.

	Faced with conflict, I will seek common ground.

	Faced with adversity, I will persevere.

	I will carry this commitment with me this year and beyond.

	I am an AmeriCorps member, and I will get things done.



The 2002 Citizen Service Act (HR 4854), introduced by Representatives Pete Hoekstra[image: External link] (R-MI) and Tim Roemer[image: External link] (D-IN) on May 24, 2002, would have added references to God and the Constitution to the oath. AmeriCorps members would be called upon to "support and defend the Constitution of the United States...without any mental reservation...So help me God."[22]

Those who supported changing the oath argued that taking the new oath would be voluntary for AmeriCorps members, and that it was similar to the oath taken by all federal employees. However, the proposal stirred an outcry among current and former participants in the federally supported community service organization, who argued that the proposed pledge was divisive, "militaristic and religious," and might deter recruitment.[23]

Although the Citizen Service Act was approved by both the Subcommittee on Special Education and the Committee on Education and the Workforce in June 2002, the House of Representatives took no further action on the Measure, and the oath remains unchanged.[24]
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Dayton Agreement






"Dayton Treaty" redirects here. For the Native American treaty, see Treaty with the Kalapuya, etc.[image: External link]




	Dayton Peace Agreement



	General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina



	Drafted
	November 1995



	Signed
	December 14, 1995; 21 years ago




	Signatories
	

	Slobodan Milošević[image: External link]

	Alija Izetbegović[image: External link]

	Franjo Tuđman[image: External link]

	Bill Clinton

	Jacques Chirac[image: External link]

	John Major[image: External link]

	Helmut Kohl[image: External link]

	Viktor Chernomyrdin[image: External link]







	Parties
	

	
 FR Yugoslavia[image: External link]


	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	
  Croatia[image: External link]






Witnessed by:

	
 United States


	
  France[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
 European Union[image: External link][1]









The General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, also known as the Dayton Agreement, Dayton Accords, Paris Protocol or Dayton-Paris Agreement, ( Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]: Dejtonski mirovni sporazum) is the peace agreement reached at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base[image: External link] near Dayton, Ohio[image: External link], United States, in November 1995, and formally signed in Paris on 14 December 1995. These accords put an end to the  3 1⁄2-year-long Bosnian War[image: External link], one of the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link].



TOP
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 Negotiation and signature




Though basic elements of the Dayton Agreement were proposed in international talks as early as 1992,[2] these negotiations were initiated following the unsuccessful previous peace efforts and arrangements[image: External link], the August 1995 Croatian military Operation Storm[image: External link] and its aftermath, the government military offensive against the Republika Srpska[image: External link], conducted in parallel with NATO's Operation Deliberate Force[image: External link]. During September and October 1995, world powers (especially the United States and Russia), gathered in the Contact Group[image: External link], applied intense pressure to the leaders of the three sides to attend the negotiations in Dayton, Ohio.

The conference took place from 1–21 November 1995. The main participants from the region were the President of the Republic of Serbia[image: External link] Slobodan Milošević[image: External link] (representing the Bosnian Serb interests due to the absence of Karadžić[image: External link]), President of Croatia Franjo Tuđman[image: External link], and President of Bosnia and Herzegovina Alija Izetbegović[image: External link] with his Foreign Minister Muhamed Šaćirbeg[image: External link].

The peace conference was led by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher[image: External link], and negotiator Richard Holbrooke[image: External link] with two Co-Chairmen in the form of EU Special Representative Carl Bildt[image: External link] and the First Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia Igor Ivanov[image: External link]. A key participant in the US delegation was General Wesley Clark[image: External link] (later to become NATO's Supreme Allied Commander Europe ( SACEUR[image: External link]) in 1997). The head of the UK team was Pauline Neville-Jones[image: External link], political director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link]. The UK military representative was Col Arundell David Leakey[image: External link] (later to become Commander of EUFOR[image: External link] in 2005). Paul Williams[image: External link], through the Public International Law & Policy Group[image: External link] (PILPG) served as legal counsel to the Bosnian Government delegation during the negotiations.

The secure site was chosen in order to remove all the parties from their comfort zone[image: External link], without which they would have little incentive to negotiate; to reduce their ability to negotiate through the media; to securely house over 800 staff and attendants. Curbing the participants' ability to negotiate via the media was a particularly important consideration. Richard Holbrooke[image: External link] wanted to prevent posturing through early leaks to the press.

After having been initialled in Dayton, Ohio, on 21 November 1995, the full and formal agreement was signed in Paris on 14 December 1995[3] and witnessed by French president Jacques Chirac[image: External link], U.S. president Bill Clinton, UK prime minister John Major[image: External link], German chancellor Helmut Kohl[image: External link] and Russian prime minister Viktor Chernomyrdin[image: External link].
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 Content of the agreement




The agreement's main purpose is to promote peace and stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to endorse regional balance in and around the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] (art. V, annex 1-B), thus in a regional perspective.[4]

The present political divisions of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] and its structure of government[image: External link] were agreed upon as part the constitution that makes up Annex 4 of the General Framework Agreement concluded at Dayton. A key component of this was the delineation of the Inter-Entity Boundary Line[image: External link], to which many of the tasks listed in the Annexes referred.

The State of Bosnia Herzegovina[image: External link] was set as of the Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina[image: External link] and of the Republika Srpska[image: External link]. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a complete state, as opposed to a confederation; no entity or entities could ever be separated from Bosnia and Herzegovina unless through due legal process. Although highly decentralised in its Entities, it would still retain a central government, with a rotating State Presidency, a central bank and a constitutional court.[4]

The agreement mandated a wide range of international organizations to monitor, oversee, and implement components of the agreement. The NATO-led IFOR[image: External link] (Implementation Force) was responsible for implementing military aspects of the agreement and deployed on 20 December 1995, taking over the forces of the UNPROFOR[image: External link]. The Office of the High Representative[image: External link] was charged with the task of civil implementation. The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe[image: External link] was charged with organising the first free elections in 1996[image: External link].[4]
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 Decision of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina




On 13 October 1997, the Croatian 1861 Law Party and the Bosnia-Herzegovina 1861 Law Party requested the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] to annul several decisions and to confirm one decision of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and, more importantly, to review the constitutionality of the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, since they alleged that the agreement violated the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] in a way that it undermined the integrity of the state and that it may cause the dissolution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Court reached the conclusion that it is not competent to decide the disputes in regards to the mentioned decisions, since the applicants were not subjects that were identified in Article VI.3 (a) of the Constitution, in regard to those who can refer disputes to the Court. The Court also rejected the other request stating:


(...) the Constitutional Court is not competent to evaluate the constitutionality of the General Framework Agreement as the Constitutional Court has in fact been established under the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to uphold this Constitution (...) The Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina was adopted as Annex IV to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and consequently there cannot be a conflict or a possibility for controversy between this Agreement and the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina.[5]



This was one of the early cases in which the Court had to deal with the question of the legal nature of the Constitution. By making the remark in the manner of obiter dictum[image: External link] concerning the Annex IV (the Constitution) and the rest of the peace agreement, the Court actually "established the ground for legal unity"[6] of the entire peace agreement, which further implied that all the annexes are in the hierarchical equality. In later decisions the Court confirmed this by using other annexes of the peace agreement as a direct base for the analysis and not only in the context of systematic interpretation of the Annex IV. However, since the Court rejected the presented request of the appellants, it did not go into details concerning the controversial questions of the legality of the process in which the new Constitution (Annex IV) came to power, and replaced the former Constitution of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Court used the same reasoning to dismiss the similar claim in a later case.[7]
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 Territorial changes




Before the Dayton agreement Bosnian Serbs[image: External link] controlled about 46% of Bosnia and Herzegovina (23,687 km2), Bosniaks[image: External link] 28% (14,505 km2) and Bosnian Croats[image: External link] 25% (12,937 km2).

Bosnian Serbs got large tracts of mountainous territories back (4% from Bosnian Croats and some small amounts from Bosniaks), but they were pressured to surrender Sarajevo and some vital Eastern Bosnian/Herzegovian positions. All in all by changing quality to quantity their percentage grew to 49% (48 if excluding the Brčko District, 24,526 km2) from a little bit more than 46% prior to Dayton.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bosniaks got most of Sarajevo[image: External link], and some important positions in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina while they lost only a few locations on mount Ozren[image: External link] and in western Bosnia. Their percentage grew from 28% prior to Dayton to 30% and they greatly upheld quality of the gotten land. Large tracts of prewar Bosniak (and Bosnian Croat) inhabited lands remained under Bosnian Serb Control.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bosnian Croats gave most (4% of BiH territories) back to the Bosnian Serbs (9% of today's RS), and also retreated from Una-Sana canton as well Donji Vakuf[image: External link] (in Central Bosnia canton) municipality afterward. Small enlargement of Posavina canton ( Odžak[image: External link] and parts of Domaljevac municipality) has not changed the fact that after Dayton Bosnian Croats controlled just 21% of Bosnia and Herzegovina (10,640 km2) especially when compared to more than 25% prior to Dayton. One of the most important Bosnian Croat territories ( Posavina[image: External link] with Bosanski Brod[image: External link], Bosanski Šamac[image: External link], Derventa[image: External link]) was left out of Bosnian Croat control.[4]
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 Control of Republika Srpska





	About 89.5% (22,059 km2) was under control of Bosnian Serbs[image: External link]


	About 9% (2,117 km2) of today's territories of Republika Srpska was controlled by Bosnian Croat forces; mainly in municipalities of Šipovo[image: External link], Petrovac[image: External link], Istočni Drvar[image: External link], Jezero[image: External link], Kupres (RS)[image: External link] and part of Banja Luka[image: External link] municipality

	About 1.5% (350 km2) of today's territories of RS was controlled by Bosniak forces; mainly some villages in Ozren[image: External link] (Doboj and Petrovo[image: External link] municipalities), and western Bosnia (Krupa na Uni[image: External link], and parts of Novi Grad[image: External link] and Oštra Luka[image: External link] municipalities)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Control of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina





	About 53% (13,955 km2) of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was under Bosniak[image: External link] control

	About 41% (10,720 km2) of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was under the control of Bosnian Croats[image: External link]


	About 6% (1,435 km2) was under control of Bosnian Serbs[image: External link]
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 Cantons




Main article: Cantons of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


Canton 10[image: External link]:


	was almost completely under control of Bosnian Croats (4,924 km2)

	Bosniaks controlled some points east of Kupres (10 km2)



Una-Sana Canton[image: External link]:


	was almost completely under control of Bosniaks (3,925 km2)

	Bosnian Croats controlled some mountain passes on the southern parts of Bosanski Petrovac and Bihać municipalities (200 km2)



West Herzegovina Canton[image: External link]:


	was completely under Bosnian Croat control (1,362 km2)



Herzegovina-Neretva Canton[image: External link]:


	was divided, more than half was under Bosnian Croat control (2,525 km2)

	northern and central parts were under Bosniak control (1,666 km2)

	eastern mountains were under Bosnian Serb control (210 km2)



Central Bosnia Canton[image: External link]:


	was divided, a bit more than a third was under Bosnian Croat control (1,099 km2)

	rest was under control of Bosniaks (2,090 km2)



Zenica-Doboj Canton[image: External link]:


	was largely under Bosniak control (2,843 km2)

	there were some small enclaves like Žepče[image: External link], Usora[image: External link] under Bosnian Croat control (400 km2)

	eastern mountains were under Bosnian Serb control (100 km2)



Tuzla Canton[image: External link]:


	was largely under Bosniak control (2,544 km2)

	there were some villages in Gradačac[image: External link] municipality under Bosnian Croat control (5 km2)

	and some villages in Doboj[image: External link] and Gračanica[image: External link] municipalities under Bosnian Serb control (100 km2)



Posavina Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosnian Croat control (205 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs controlled Odžak[image: External link] and parts of Domaljevac[image: External link] municipalities (120 km2)



Bosnian Podrinje Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosniak control (405 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs controlled areas which linked it with Sarajevo (100 km2)



Sarajevo Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosnian Serbs control (800 km2)

	while Bosniaks controlled some southern suburbs and most of the city itself (477 km2)



Brčko District[image: External link] was divided;


	Bosniaks controlled most of its southern parts (200 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs its northern parts (193 km2)

	While Bosnian Croats controlled the rest, part near Orašje[image: External link] municipality and two enclaves on southern parts of municipality (100 km2)
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 Analysis and criticism




The immediate purpose of the agreement was to freeze the military confrontation, and prevent them at all costs from resuming. It was thefore defined as a "construction of necessity".[8]

Despite this, the Dayton Agreement proved to be a highly flexible instrument, allowing Bosnia and Herzegovina to move from an early post-conflict phase through reconstruction and consolidation, passing from a consociationalist[image: External link] approach to a more integrationist one.[4] Many scholars refer to it as "the most impressive example of conflict resolution".[9] Wolfgang Petritsch[image: External link], OHR[image: External link], has argued that the Dayton framework has allowed the international community[image: External link] to move "from statebuilding via institutions and capacity-building to identity building", putting Bosnia and Herzegovina "on the road to Brussels"[10]

Nevertheless, Dayton's main shortcomings may be described as:


	enabling international actors (such as the OHR[image: External link]), unaccountable to BiH's citizens, to shape the agenda of post-war transition, up to enacting punishment over local political actors[11]


	leaving each ethnic group discontent with the results: the Bosnian Serbs[image: External link] for the somehow limited results (although strongly favored in statistical terms), such as the arbitration over the Brcko district[image: External link]; the Bosniaks[image: External link] for ignoring the human rights issues such as the Srebrenica massacre[image: External link] and recognizing Serbian entities such as the Republika Srpska[image: External link]; the Bosnian Croats[image: External link] for the lack of equality, lacking a Croat Entity.[12]


	according to University of Leipzig[image: External link] professor and Bosnian Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] member Edin Šarčević, the current legal structure of the agreement does not abide by the basic principles of international law[image: External link] and the secular concept of national citizenship, making the Bosnian territorial and political situation continually unstable and fractious since its implementation in 1995.[13]
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 Disappearance of the original document




On 13 February 2008, the head of the Presidency of Bosnia-Herzegovina[image: External link] Željko Komšić[image: External link] said that the original Dayton Agreement was lost from the Presidency's archive. High Representative for Bosnia-Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak[image: External link] said: "I don't know whether the news is sad or funny."[14] On 16 November 2009 the French Foreign Ministry delivered the certified copy of the Dayton agreement to the French embassy in Sarajevo. The copy was later transferred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia-Herzegovina.[15]
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Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
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Chief Justice of the United

States[image: External link], William Hubbs Rehnquist[image: External link]
Administering oath

Vice President of the United States[image: External link]

Albert Arnold Gore, Jr.
Assuming office

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court[image: External link],

Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link]
Administering oath

Joint  Congressional[image: External link] Committee

on Inaugural Ceremonies
Responsible for inaugural events

(including inaugural parade

and balls)






The second inauguration of Bill Clinton as President of the United States was held on January 20, 1997 on the West Front of the United States Capitol[image: External link] Building in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the commencement of the second four-year term of Bill Clinton as President and Al Gore as Vice President[image: External link]. This was the last presidential inauguration to take place in the 20th century,[1] and the first to be streamed[image: External link] live on the internet.[2]
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Reverend Billy Graham[image: External link] gave an invocation[image: External link] to start the ceremony followed by the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link]. Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] gave the oath to office for Vice President Al Gore. Jessye Norman[image: External link], the famed Georgian opera singer, then serenaded the crowd with a medley of patriotic songs. Following the performance, surrounded by members of Congress dignitaries, Justices of the Supreme Court, family, and friends, Bill Clinton stood next to his daughter while his wife held the Bible. The oath to office was administered by Chief Justice William Rehnquist[1] at 12:05 pm.[3] The oath was ended with the traditional words, “So help me God.” The National Anthem[image: External link] was sung and then Arkansas poet Miller Williams[image: External link] read “Of History and Hope,” a poem he wrote for the occasion. President Clinton's inaugural speech followed. The inauguration was celebrated that night by 14 different official galas held in honor of the President and First Lady.[1]

January 20, 1997 was also Martin Luther King, Jr. Day[image: External link]. The President's speech addressed Dr. King[image: External link] and his legacy as a champion of African-American rights and freedoms during the civil rights era. In addition, a meal was eaten after the oath was taken at the Capitol's Statutory Hall that was based on traditional recipes from President Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]'s era.[1]
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Miller Williams[image: External link], a poet from Clinton's home state of Arkansas[image: External link], penned the poem “Of History and Hope” especially for the day.


	We have memorized America,

	how it was born and who we have been and where.

	In ceremonies and silence we say the words,

	telling the stories, singing the old songs.

	We like the places they take us. Mostly we do.

	The great and all the anonymous dead are there.

	We know the sound of all the sounds we brought.

	The rich taste of it is on our tongues.

	But where are we going to be, and why, and who?

	The disenfranchised dead want to know.

	We mean to be the people we meant to be,

	to keep on going where we meant to go




	But how do we fashion the future? Who can say how

	except in the minds of those who will call it Now?

	The children. The children. And how does our garden grow?

	With waving hands -- oh, rarely in a row --

	and flowering faces. And brambles, that we can no longer allow.




	Who were many people coming together

	cannot become one people falling apart.

	Who dreamed for every child an even chance

	cannot let luck alone turn doorknobs or not.

	Whose law was never so much of the hand as the head

	cannot let chaos make its way to the heart.

	Who have seen learning struggle from teacher to child

	cannot let ignorance spread itself like rot.

	We know what we have done and what we have said,

	and how we have grown, degree by slow degree,

	believing ourselves toward all we have tried to become --

	just and compassionate, equal, able, and free.




	All this in the hands of children, eyes already set

	on a land we never can visit -- it isn't there yet --

	but looking through their eyes, we can see

	what our long gift to them may come to be.

	If we can truly remember, they will not forget."[4]
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	Operation Infinite Reach



	


	Date
	August 20, 1998



	Location
	
Khost[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], and Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link]

15°38′45″N 32°33′42″E[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 15°38′45″N 32°33′42″E[image: External link]




	Result
	
Strikes failed[a]


	Al-Qaeda suffers casualties and material damage, but its senior leaders survive[1][2][3]


	Al-Shifa pharmaceutical plant destroyed[4]


	
Al-Qaeda propaganda victory[image: External link][5][6]













	Belligerents



	
 United States

	
al-Qaeda[image: External link]

  Sudan[image: External link]

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen[image: External link]

Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link]




	Commanders and leaders



	
Bill Clinton

Anthony Zinni[image: External link]

	
Osama bin Laden[image: External link]

Omar al-Bashir[image: External link]

Fazlur Rehman Khalil[image: External link]




	Strength



	6 warships, 1 submarine[7][8]

	Up to 600 militants at Zhawar Kili Al-Badr[9]




	Casualties and losses



	None[10]

	6[5]–50[11][12] militants killed

1 killed, 10 injured[13]

5 ISI[image: External link] officers killed[14]





Operation Infinite Reach was the codename for American cruise missile[image: External link] strikes on al-Qaeda[image: External link] bases in Khost[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], and the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link] in Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], on August 20, 1998. The attacks, launched by the U.S. Navy[image: External link], were ordered by President Bill Clinton in retaliation for al-Qaeda's August 7 bombings[image: External link] of American embassies in Kenya[image: External link] and Tanzania[image: External link], which killed 224 people (including 12 Americans) and injured over 4,000 others. Operation Infinite Reach was the first time the U.S. acknowledged a preemptive strike[image: External link] against a violent non-state actor[image: External link].[15]

U.S. intelligence suggested financial ties between the Al-Shifa plant and Osama bin Laden[image: External link], and a soil sample collected from Al-Shifa allegedly contained a chemical used in VX nerve gas[image: External link] manufacturing. Suspecting that Al-Shifa was linked to, and producing chemical weapons[image: External link] for, bin Laden and his al-Qaeda network, the U.S. destroyed the facility with cruise missiles, killing or wounding 11 Sudanese. The strike on Al-Shifa proved controversial; after the attacks, the U.S. evidence and rationale were criticized as faulty, and academics Max Taylor[image: External link] and Mohamed Elbushra cite "a broad acceptance that this plant was not involved in the production of any chemical weapons."[16][b]

The missile strikes on al-Qaeda's Afghan training camps[image: External link], aimed at preempting more attacks and killing bin Laden, damaged the installations and inflicted an uncertain number of casualties; however, bin Laden was not present at the time. Following the attacks, the ruling Taliban[image: External link] allegedly reneged on a promise given to Saudi[image: External link] intelligence chief Turki al-Faisal[image: External link] to hand over bin Laden, and the regime instead strengthened its ties with the al-Qaeda chief.

Operation Infinite Reach, described by historian Timothy Naftali[image: External link] as "the largest U.S. military response to a terrorist attack" since the 1986 bombing of Libya[image: External link],[17] was met with a mixed international response: U.S. allies and most of the American public supported the strikes, but the targeted countries, Islamic militant groups, and other nations in the Middle East[image: External link] strongly opposed them. The failure of the attacks to kill bin Laden also enhanced his public image in the Muslim world[image: External link]. Further strikes were planned but not executed; as a 2002 congressional inquiry[image: External link] noted, Operation Infinite Reach was "the only instance ... in which the CIA or U.S. military carried out an operation directly against Bin Ladin before September 11[image: External link]."[18]
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On February 23, 1998, Osama bin Laden[image: External link], Ayman al-Zawahiri[image: External link], and three other leaders of Islamic militant organizations[image: External link] issued a fatwa[image: External link] in the name of the World Islamic Front for Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders, publishing it in Al-Quds Al-Arabi[image: External link]. Deploring the stationing of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, the alleged U.S. aim to fragment Iraq[image: External link], and U.S. support for Israel[image: External link], they declared that "The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies — civilian and military — is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it."[19] In spring 1998, Saudi elites became concerned about the threat posed by al-Qaeda and bin Laden; militants attempted to infiltrate surface-to-air missiles[image: External link] inside the kingdom, an al-Qaeda defector alleged that Saudis were bankrolling bin Laden, and bin Laden himself lambasted the Saudi royal family.[20] In June 1998, Al Mukhabarat Al A'amah[image: External link] (Saudi intelligence) director Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link] traveled to Tarnak Farms[image: External link] to meet with Taliban[image: External link] leader Mullah Omar[image: External link] to discuss the question of bin Laden.[21] Turki demanded that the Taliban either expel bin Laden from Afghanistan or hand him over to the Saudis, insisting that removing bin Laden was the price of cordial relations with the Kingdom. American analysts believed Turki offered a large amount of financial aid to resolve the dispute over bin Laden.[22] Omar agreed to the deal,[23] and the Saudis sent the Taliban 400 pickup trucks and funding, enabling the Taliban to retake[image: External link] Mazar-i-Sharif[image: External link].[24] While the Taliban sent a delegation to Saudi Arabia in July for further discussions, the negotiations stalled by August.[25]

Around the same time, the U.S. was planning its own actions against bin Laden. Michael Scheuer[image: External link], chief of the CIA's bin Laden unit[image: External link] (Alec Station), considered using local Afghans to kidnap bin Laden, then exfiltrate him from Afghanistan in a modified Lockheed C-130 Hercules[image: External link]. Documents recovered from Wadih el-Hage[image: External link]'s Nairobi[image: External link] computer suggested a link between bin Laden and the deaths of U.S. troops in Somalia[image: External link]. These were used as the foundation for the June 1998 New York[image: External link] indictment of bin Laden, although the charges were later dropped. The planned raid was cancelled in May after internecine disputes between officials at the FBI[image: External link] and the CIA; the hesitation of the National Security Council[image: External link] (NSC) to approve the plan; concerns over the raid's chance of success, and the potential for civilian casualties.[26][27]
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Al-Qaeda had begun reconnoitering Nairobi for potential targets in December 1993, using a team led by Ali Mohamed[image: External link]. In January 1994, bin Laden was personally presented with the team's surveillance reports, and he and his senior advisers began to develop a plan to attack the American embassy there. From February to June 1998, al-Qaeda prepared to launch their attacks, renting residences, building their bombs, and acquiring trucks; meanwhile, bin Laden continued his public-relations efforts, giving interviews with ABC News and Pakistani journalists[image: External link].[28][29] While U.S. authorities had investigated al-Qaeda activities in Nairobi, they had not detected any warnings of imminent attacks.[30]

On August 7, 1998, al-Qaeda teams in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam[image: External link], Tanzania, attacked the cities' U.S. embassies simultaneously with truck bombs. In Nairobi, the explosion collapsed the nearby Ufundi Building and destroyed the embassy, killing 213 people, including 12 Americans; another 4,000 people were wounded. In Dar es Salaam, the bomber was unable to get close enough to the embassy to demolish it, but the blast killed 11 Africans and wounded 85.[31][32] Bin Laden justified the high-casualty attacks, the largest against the U.S. since the 1983 Beirut barracks bombings[image: External link],[33] by claiming they were in retaliation for the U.S. "invasion"[image: External link] of Somalia; he also alleged the embassies had devised the Rwandan Genocide[image: External link] and a supposed plan to partition Sudan.[34]
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National Security Advisor[image: External link] Sandy Berger[image: External link] called President Bill Clinton at 5:35 AM on August 7 to notify him of the bombings.[35] That day, Clinton started meeting with his "Small Group" of national security advisers, which included Berger, CIA[image: External link] director George Tenet[image: External link], Secretary of State Madeleine Albright[image: External link], Attorney General Janet Reno[image: External link],[c] Defense Secretary William Cohen[image: External link], and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] Hugh Shelton[image: External link].[36] The group's objective was to plan a military response to the East Africa embassy bombings.[13] Based on electronic and phone intercepts, physical evidence from Nairobi, and interrogations, officials soon suspected bin Laden as the perpetrator of the attacks.[37][38] On August 8, the White House asked the CIA and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] to prepare a targets list; the initial list included twenty targets in Sudan, Afghanistan, and an unknown third country,[d] although it was narrowed down on August 12.[39]

In an August 10 Small Group meeting, the principals agreed to use Tomahawk[image: External link] cruise missiles, rather than troops or aircraft, in the retaliatory strikes.[13] Cruise missiles had been previously used against Libya[image: External link] and Iraq as reprisals for the 1986 Berlin discotheque bombing[image: External link] and the 1993 attempted assassination[image: External link] of then-President George H. W. Bush.[40] Using cruise missiles also helped to preserve secrecy; airstrikes would have required more preparation that might have leaked to the media and alerted bin Laden.[7] The option of using commandos was discarded, as it required too much time to prepare forces, logistics, and combat search and rescue[image: External link].[41] Using helicopters or bombers would have been difficult due to the lack of a suitable base or Pakistani permission to cross its airspace, and the administration also feared a recurrence of the disastrous 1980 Operation Eagle Claw[image: External link] in Iran[image: External link]. While military officials suggested bombing Kandahar[image: External link], which bin Laden and his associates often visited, the administration was concerned about killing civilians and hurting the U.S.' image.[42]

On August 11, General Anthony Zinni[image: External link] of Central Command[image: External link] was instructed to plan attacks on bin Laden's Khost[image: External link] camps,[43] where CIA intelligence indicated bin Laden and other militants would be meeting on August 20, purportedly to plan further attacks against the U.S.[44] Clinton was informed of the plan on August 12 and 14. Participants in the meeting later disagreed whether or not the intelligence indicated bin Laden would attend the meeting; however, an objective of the attack remained to kill the al-Qaeda leader, and the NSC encouraged the strike regardless of whether bin Laden and his companions were known to be present at Khost.[45][43] The administration aimed to prevent future al-Qaeda attacks discussed in intercepted communications.[7] As Berger later testified, the operation also sought to damage bin Laden's infrastructure and show the administration's commitment to combating bin Laden.[46] The Khost complex, which was 90 miles southeast of Kabul,[9] also had ideological significance: Bin Laden had fought nearby during the Soviet–Afghan War[image: External link], and he had given interviews and even held a press conference at the site.[45]

On August 14, Tenet told the Small Group that bin Laden and al-Qaeda were doubtless responsible for the attack;[47] Tenet called the intelligence a "slam dunk", according to counterterrorism official Richard Clarke[image: External link],[48] and Clinton approved the attacks the same day.[13] As the 9/11 Commission Report relates, the group debated "whether to strike targets outside of Afghanistan".[43] Tenet briefed the small group again on August 17 regarding possible targets in Afghanistan and Sudan;[49] on August 19, the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical facility in Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan, al-Qaeda's Afghan camps, and a Sudanese tannery were designated as targets.[50] The aim of striking the tannery, which had allegedly been given to bin Laden by the Sudanese for his road-building work,[51] was to disrupt bin Laden's finances, but it was removed as a target due to fears of inflicting civilian casualties without any loss for bin Laden.[52] Clinton gave the final approval for the attacks at 3:00 AM on August 20;[8] the same day, he also signed Executive Order 13099, authorizing sanctions on bin Laden and al-Qaeda.[53] The Clinton administration justified Operation Infinite Reach under Article 51 of the UN Charter[image: External link] and Title 22, Section 2377 of the U.S. Code; the former guarantees a UN[image: External link] member state's right to self-defense, while the latter authorizes presidential action by "all necessary means" to target international terrorist infrastructure.[54] Government lawyers asserted that since the missile strikes were an act of self-defense and not directed at an individual, they were not forbidden as an assassination.[7] A review by administration lawyers concluded that the attack would be legal, since the president has the authority to attack the infrastructure of anti-American[image: External link] terrorist groups, and al-Qaeda's infrastructure was largely human. Officials also interpreted "infrastructure" to include al-Qaeda's leadership.[55]

The missiles would pass into Pakistani airspace, overflying "a suspected Pakistani nuclear weapons site," according to Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] General Joseph Ralston[image: External link];[56] U.S. officials feared Pakistan would mistake them for an Indian[image: External link] nuclear attack.[57] Clarke was concerned the Pakistanis would shoot down the cruise missiles or airplanes if they were not notified, but also feared the ISI[image: External link] would warn the Taliban or al-Qaeda if they were alerted.[58] In Islamabad[image: External link] on the evening of August 20, Ralston informed Pakistan Army[image: External link] Chief of Staff[image: External link] Jehangir Karamat[image: External link] of the incoming American strikes ten minutes before the missiles entered Pakistani airspace.[3][59] Clarke also worried the Pakistanis would notice the U.S. Navy[image: External link] ships, but was told that submerged submarines would launch the missiles. However, the Pakistan Navy[image: External link] detected the destroyers and informed the government.[60]
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Main article: Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link]


At about 7:30 PM Khartoum time (17:30 GMT[image: External link]), two American warships in the Red Sea[image: External link] fired thirteen missiles at Sudan's Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory, which the U.S. claimed was helping bin Laden build chemical weapons.[61][62][63] The entire factory was destroyed except for the administration, water-cooling, and plant laboratory sections, which were severely damaged. One night watchman was killed and ten other Sudanese were wounded by the strike.[61][64] Worried about the possibility for hazardous chemical leakages, analysts ran computer simulations on wind patterns, climate, and chemical data, which indicated a low risk of collateral damage.[7] Regardless, planners added more cruise missiles to the strike on Al-Shifa, aiming to completely destroy the plant and any dangerous substances.[8]

Clarke stated that intelligence linked bin Laden to Al-Shifa's current and past operators, namely Iraqi nerve gas[image: External link] experts such as Emad al-Ani[65] and Sudan's ruling National Islamic Front[image: External link].[66] Since 1995, the CIA had received intelligence suggesting collaboration between Sudan and bin Laden to produce chemical weapons for attacking American military personnel based in Saudi Arabia.[67] Since 1989, the Sudanese opposition and Uganda[image: External link] had alleged that the regime was manufacturing and using chemical weapons, although the U.S. did not accuse Sudan of chemical weapons proliferation.[68] Al-Qaeda defector Jamal al-Fadl[image: External link] had also spoken of bin Laden's desire to obtain weapons of mass destruction[image: External link],[3] and an August 4 CIA intelligence report suggested bin Laden "had already acquired chemical weapons and might be ready to attack".[69] Cohen later testified that physical evidence, technical and human intelligence, and the site's security and purported links to bin Laden backed the intelligence community's view that the Al-Shifa plant was producing chemical weapons and associated with terrorists.[70]

With the help of an Egyptian agent, the CIA had obtained a sample of soil from the facility taken in December 1997[e] showing the presence of O-Ethyl methylphosphonothioic acid[image: External link] (EMPTA), a substance used in the production of VX nerve gas, at 2.5 times trace levels. (Reports are contradictory on whether the soil was obtained from within the compound itself, or outside.)[71] The collected soil was split into three samples, which were then analyzed by a private laboratory.[72] The agent's bona fides were later confirmed through polygraph[image: External link] testing; however, the CIA produced a report on Al-Shifa on July 24, 1998,[73] questioning whether Al-Shifa produced chemical weapons or simply stored precursors, and the agency advised collecting more soil samples.[74] Cohen and Tenet later briefed U.S. senators on intercepted telephone communications from the plant that reputedly bolstered the American case against Al-Shifa.[75] U.S. intelligence also purportedly researched the Al-Shifa factory online and searched commercial databases, but did not find any medicines for sale.[76][77]
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American officials later acknowledged that the evidence cited by the U.S. in its rationale for the Al-Shifa strike was weaker than initially believed: The facility had not been involved in chemical weapons production, and was not connected to bin Laden.[78][79][80] The $30 million[81] Al-Shifa factory, which had a $199,000 contract with the UN[image: External link] under the Oil-for-Food Programme[image: External link],[82] employed 300 Sudanese and provided over half of the country's pharmaceuticals, including medicines for malaria[image: External link], diabetes[image: External link], gonorrhea[image: External link], and tuberculosis[image: External link].[61][83] A Sudanese named Salah Idris purchased the plant in March 1998; while the CIA later said it found financial ties between Idris and the bin Laden-linked terrorist group Egyptian Islamic Jihad[image: External link], the agency had been unaware at the time that Idris owned the Al-Shifa facility.[67][81] Idris later denied any links to bin Laden[84] and sued to recover $24 million in funds frozen by the U.S., as well as for the damage to his factory.[78] Idris hired investigations firm Kroll Inc.[image: External link], which reported in February 1999 that neither Idris nor Al-Shifa was connected to terrorism.[85]

The chairman of Al-Shifa Pharmaceutical Industries insisted that his factory did not make nerve gas,[86] and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir[image: External link] formed a commission to investigate the factory.[84] Sudan invited the U.S. to conduct chemical tests at the site for evidence to support its claim that the plant might have been a chemical weapons factory; the U.S. refused the invitation to investigate and did not officially apologize for the attacks.[78] Press coverage indicated that Al-Shifa was not a secure, restricted-access factory, as the U.S. alleged, and American officials later conceded that Al-Shifa manufactured pharmaceutical drugs.[87] Sudan requested a UN investigation of the Al-Shifa plant to verify or disprove the allegations of weapons production; while the proposal was backed by several international organizations, it was opposed by the U.S.[88]

The American Bureau of Intelligence and Research[image: External link] (INR) criticized the CIA's intelligence on Al-Shifa and bin Laden in an August 6 memo; as James Risen[image: External link] reported, INR analysts concluded that "the evidence linking Al Shifa to bin Laden and chemical weapons was weak."[67] According to Risen, some dissenting officials doubted the basis for the strike, but senior principals believed that "the risks of hitting the wrong target were far outweighed by the possibility that the plant was making chemical weapons for a terrorist eager to use them."[67] Senior NSC intelligence official Mary McCarthy had stated that better intelligence was needed before planning a strike,[57] while Reno, concerned about the lack of conclusive evidence, had pressed for delaying the strikes until the U.S. obtained better intelligence.[75] According to CIA officer Paul R. Pillar[image: External link], senior Agency officials met with Tenet before he briefed the White House on bin Laden and Al-Shifa, and the majority of them opposed attacking the plant.[89] Barletta notes that "It is unclear precisely when U.S. officials decided to destroy the Shifa plant."[90] ABC News reported that Al-Shifa was designated as a target just hours in advance; Newsweek stated that the plant was targeted on August 15–16; U.S. officials asserted that the plant was added as a target months in advance;[90] and a U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] article contended that Al-Shifa had been considered as a target for years.[7] Clinton ordered an investigation into the evidence used to justify the Al-Shifa strike,[91] while as of July 1999, the House[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link] intelligence committees were also investigating the target-selection process, the evidence cited, and whether intelligence officials recommended attacking the plant.[81]

It was later hypothesized that the EMPTA detected was the result of the breakdown of a pesticide or confused with Fonofos[image: External link], a structurally similar insecticide used in African agriculture.[72] Eric Croddy contends that the sample did not contain Fonofos, arguing that Fonofos has a distinct ethyl group[image: External link] and a benzene[image: External link] group, which distinguish it from EMPTA, and that the two chemicals could not be easily confused.[92] Tests conducted in October 1999 by Idris' defense team found no trace of EMPTA.[81] Although Tenet vouched for the Egyptian agent's truthfulness, Barletta questions the operative's bona fides, arguing that they may have mislead U.S. intelligence; he also notes that the U.S. withdrew its intelligence staff from Sudan in 1996 and later retracted 100 intelligence reports from a fraudulent Sudanese source.[93] Ultimately, Barletta concludes that "It remains possible that Al-Shifa Pharmaceutical Factory may have been involved in some way in producing or storing the chemical compound EMPTA ... On balance, the evidence available to date indicates that it is more probable that the Shifa plant had no role whatsoever in CW production."[94]
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Four U.S. Navy ships and the submarine USS Columbia[image: External link], stationed in the Arabian Sea[image: External link],[63] fired between 60 and 75[f] Tomahawk cruise missiles into Afghanistan at the Zhawar Kili Al-Badr[image: External link] camp complex in the Khost region, which included a base camp, a support camp, and four training camps.[10] Peter Bergen[image: External link] identifies the targeted camps as al-Badr 1 and 2, al-Farooq, Khalid bin Walid, Abu Jindal, and Salman Farsi;[95] other sources identify the Muawia,[96] Jihad Wahl[image: External link],[97] and Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami[image: External link][54][98] camps as targets. According to Shelton, the base camp housed "storage, housing, training and administration facilities for the complex," while the support camp included weapons-storage facilities and managed the site's logistics.[10] Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Algerian[image: External link] Armed Islamic Group[image: External link] also used the Khost camps, as well as Pakistani militant groups fighting an insurgency in Kashmir[image: External link], such as Harkat Ansar, Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link], and Hizbul Mujahideen[image: External link].[10][99] The rudimentary camps, reputedly run by Taliban official Jalaluddin Haqqani[image: External link],[100] were frequented by Arab, Chechen, and Central Asian militants, as well as the ISI.[101] The missiles hit at roughly 10:00 PM Khost time (17:30 GMT); as in Sudan, the strikes were launched at night to avoid collateral damage.[10] In contrast to the attack on Al-Shifa, the strike on the Afghan camps was uncontroversial.[102][103]

The U.S. first fired unitary (C-model) Tomahawks at the Khost camps, aiming to attract militants into the open, then launched a barrage of D-model missiles equipped with submunitions[image: External link] to maximize casualties.[7][104] Sources differ on the precise number of casualties inflicted by the missile strikes. Bin Laden bodyguard Abu Jandal[image: External link] and militant trainee Abdul Rahman Khadr later estimated that only six men had been killed in the strikes. The Taliban claimed 22 Afghans killed and over 50 seriously injured, while Berger put al-Qaeda casualties at between 20 and 30 men.[105] Bin Laden jokingly told militants that only a few camels and chickens had died,[106] although his spokesman cited losses of six Arabs killed and five wounded, seven Pakistanis killed and over 15 wounded, and 15 Afghans killed.[107] A declassified September 9, 1998, State Department[image: External link] cable stated that around 20 Pakistanis and 15 Arabs died, out of a total of over 50 killed in the attack.[11] Harkat-ul-Mujahideen[image: External link]'s leader, Fazlur Rehman Khalil[image: External link], initially claimed a death toll of over 50 militants,[12] but later said that he had lost fewer than ten fighters.[108]

Pakistani and hospital sources gave a death toll of eleven dead and fifty-three wounded.[109] Pakistani journalist Ahmed Rashid[image: External link] writes that 20 Afghans[image: External link], seven Pakistanis[image: External link], three Yemenis[image: External link], two Egyptians[image: External link], one Saudi and one Turk[image: External link] were killed.[96] Initial reports by Pakistani intelligence chief Chaudhry Manzoor and a Foreign Ministry[image: External link] spokesman[110] stated that a missile had landed in Pakistan and killed six Pakistanis; the government later retracted the statement and fired Manzoor for the incorrect report.[111] However, the 9/11 Commission Report states that Clinton later called Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link] "to apologize for a wayward missile that had killed several people in a Pakistani village."[112] One 1998 U.S. News & World Report article suggested that most of the strike's victims were Pakistani militants bound for the Kashmiri insurgency, rather than al-Qaeda members;[113] the operation killed a number of ISI officers present in the camps.[g] A 1999 press report stated that seven Harkat Ansar militants were killed and 24 were wounded, while eight Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul Mujahideen members were killed.[99] In a May 1999 meeting with American diplomats, Haqqani said his facilities had been destroyed and 25 of his men killed in the operation.[114]

Following the attack, U.S. surveillance aircraft and reconnaissance satellites photographed the sites for damage assessment,[7][97] although clouds obscured the area.[54] According to The Washington Post, the imagery indicated "considerable damage" to the camps, although "up to 20 percent of the missiles ... [had] disappointing results."[115] Meanwhile, bin Laden made calls by satellite phone, attempting to ascertain the damage and casualties the camps had sustained.[116] One anonymous official reported that some buildings were destroyed, while others suffered heavy or light damage or were unscathed.[117] Abu Jandal stated that bathrooms, the kitchen, and the mosque were hit in the strike, but the camps were not completely destroyed.[118] Berger claimed that the damage to the camps was "moderate to severe,"[9] while CIA agent Henry Crumpton later wrote that al-Qaeda "suffered a few casualties and some damaged infrastructure, but no more."[2] Since the camps were relatively unsophisticated, they were quickly and easily rebuilt within two weeks.[119]

ISI director Hamid Gul[image: External link] reportedly notified the Taliban of the missile strikes in advance;[120] bin Laden, who survived the strikes, later claimed that he had been informed of them by Pakistanis.[121] A bin Laden spokesman claimed that bin Laden and the Taliban had anticipated the strike and "took precautionary measures" after hearing of the evacuation of Americans from Pakistan.[42][122] Other U.S. officials reject the tip-off theory, citing a lack of evidence and ISI casualties in the strike; Tenet later wrote in his memoirs[image: External link] that the CIA could not ascertain whether Bin Laden had been warned in advance.[104] Steve Coll[image: External link] reports that the CIA heard after the attack that bin Laden had been at Zhawar Kili Al-Badr but had left some hours before the missiles hit.[3][115] Bill Gertz[image: External link] writes that the earlier arrest of Mohammed Odeh[image: External link] on August 7, while he was traveling to meet with bin Laden, alerted bin Laden, who canceled the meeting; this meant the camps targeted by the cruise missiles were mainly empty the day of the U.S. strike.[123] Lawrence Wright[image: External link] says the CIA intercepted a phone call indicating that bin Laden would be in Khost, but the al-Qaeda chief instead decided to go to Kabul[image: External link].[124] Other media reports indicate that the strike was delayed to maximize secrecy, thus missing bin Laden.[42][125] Scheuer charges that while the U.S. had planned to target the complex's mosque during evening prayers to kill bin Laden and his associates, the White House allegedly delayed the strikes "to avoid offending the Muslim world".[126] Simon Reeve[image: External link] states that Pakistani intelligence had informed bin Laden that the U.S. was using his phone to track him, so he turned it off and cancelled the meeting at Khost.[127]
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 Reactions in the U.S.




Clinton flew back to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] from his vacation at Martha's Vineyard[image: External link], speaking with legislators from Air Force One[image: External link], and British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak[image: External link], and Sharif from the White House.[57] Clinton announced the attacks in a TV address, saying the Khost camp was "one of the most active terrorist bases in the world." He emphasized that "Our battle against terrorism ... will require strength, courage and endurance. We will not yield to this threat ... We must be prepared to do all that we can for as long as we must." Clinton also cited "compelling evidence that [bin Laden] was planning to mount further attacks" in his rationale for Operation Infinite Reach.[128]

The missiles were launched three days after Clinton testified on the Monica Lewinsky scandal[image: External link],[129] and some countries, media outlets, protesters, and Republicans[image: External link] accused Clinton of ordering the attacks as a diversion.[6][130] The attacks also drew parallels to the then-recently released movie Wag the Dog[image: External link], which features a fictional president faking a war in Albania[image: External link] to distract attention from a sex scandal.[6][81] Administration officials denied any connection between the missile strikes and the ongoing scandal,[131][132] and 9/11 Commission investigators refuted the theory as baseless.[133]



	Pollster
	Support

strikes
	Oppose

strikes
	A legitimate

response
	Influenced by scandal/

A distraction



	USA Today/CNN/ Gallup[image: External link][134]
	66%
	19%
	58%
	36%



	Los Angeles Times[image: External link][135]
	75%
	16%
	59%
	38%



	ABC News[136]
	80%
	14%
	64%
	30%




Operation Infinite Reach was covered heavily by U.S. media: About 75% of Americans knew about the strikes by the evening of August 20. The next day, 79% of respondents in a Pew Research Center[image: External link] poll reported they had "followed the story 'very' or 'fairly' closely."[129] The week after the strikes, the evening programs of the three major news networks featured 69 stories on them.[129] In a Newsweek poll, up to 40% thought that diverting attention from the Lewinsky scandal was one objective of the strikes; according to a Star Tribune[image: External link] poll, 31% of college-educated respondents and 60% of those "with less than a 12th grade education" believed that the attacks were motivated "a great deal" by the scandal.[137] A USA Today/CNN/ Gallup[image: External link] poll of 628 Americans showed that 47% thought it would increase terrorist attacks, while 38% thought it would lessen terrorism.[134] A Los Angeles Times[image: External link] poll of 895 taken three days after the attack indicated that 84% believed that the operation would trigger a retaliatory terrorist attack on U.S. soil.[135]
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While U.S. allies such as Australia, Germany, the United Kingdom, Israel, and the Northern Alliance[image: External link][138] supported the attacks, they were opposed by Cuba and Russia, as well as the targeted nations and other Muslim countries. The Taliban denounced the operation, denied charges it provided a safe haven for bin Laden, and insisted the U.S. attack killed only innocent civilians.[139] Omar condemned the strikes[62] and announced that Afghanistan "will never hand over bin Laden to anyone and (will) protect him with our blood at all costs."[140] A mob in Jalalabad[image: External link] burned and looted the local UN office,[9] while an Italian UN official was killed in Kabul on August 21, allegedly in response to the strikes.[141] Thousands of anti-U.S. protesters took to the streets of Khartoum.[142] Al-Bashir led an anti-U.S. rally and warned of possible reciprocation,[139] and Martha Crenshaw[image: External link] notes that the strike "gained the regime some sympathy in the Arab world."[143] The Sudanese government expelled the British ambassador for Britain's support of the attacks, while protesters stormed the empty U.S. embassy.[84] Sudan also reportedly allowed two suspected accomplices to the embassy bombings to escape.[61] Libyan leader Muammar al-Gaddafi[image: External link] declared his country's support for Sudan and led an anti-U.S. rally in Tripoli[image: External link].[139] Zawahiri later equated the destruction of Al-Shifa with the September 11 attacks[image: External link].[144]

Pakistan condemned the U.S. missile strikes as a violation of the territorial integrity of two Islamic countries,[139] and criticized the U.S. for allegedly violating Pakistani airspace.[145] Pakistanis protested the strikes in large demonstrations,[6] including a 300-strong rally in Islamabad,[145] where protesters burned a U.S. flag outside the U.S. Information Service center;[139] in Karachi[image: External link], thousands burned effigies[image: External link] of Clinton.[9] The Pakistani government was enraged by the ISI and trainee casualties, the damage to ISI training camps, the short notice provided by the U.S., and the Americans' failure to inform Sharif of the strikes.[14] Iran's Supreme Leader[image: External link], Ali Khamenei[image: External link], and Iraq denounced the strikes as terrorism, while Iraq also denied producing chemical weapons in Sudan.[145][146] The Arab League[image: External link], holding an emergency meeting in Cairo[image: External link], unanimously demanded an independent investigation into the Al-Shifa facility; the League also condemned the attack on the plant as "an attack on Sudan's sovereignty".[130]

Several Islamist groups also condemned Operation Infinite Reach, and some of them threatened retaliation. Hamas[image: External link] founder Ahmed Yassin[image: External link] stated that American attacks against Muslim countries constituted an attack on Islam itself, accusing the U.S. of state terrorism[image: External link].[147] Mustafa Mashhur[image: External link], the leader of the Muslim Brotherhood[image: External link], said that U.S. military action would inflame public opinion against America and foster regional unrest, which was echoed by a Hezbollah[image: External link] spokesman.[148] Harkat-ul-Mujahideen threatened Americans and Jews[image: External link], announcing a worldwide jihad[image: External link] against the U.S. Al-Gama'a al-Islamiyya[image: External link] denounced the strikes as "a crime which will not go without punishment" and encouraged fellow militant groups to reciprocate.[142] In November, Lashkar-e-Taiba held a 3-day demonstration in Lahore[image: External link] to support bin Laden, in which 50,000 Pakistanis promised vengeance for the strikes.[99] American embassies and facilities worldwide also received a high volume of threats following the attacks.[7] In retaliation for the attacks, a group calling itself Muslims Against Global Oppression bombed a Planet Hollywood[image: External link] restaurant in Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], on August 25, killing two and injuring 25.[149]
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 Al-Qaeda propaganda victory






	“
	[Bin Laden] had been shot at by a high-tech superpower and the superpower missed ... The missile strikes were his biggest publicity payoff to date.
	”



	— Steve Coll[image: External link][6]




The Taliban announced within a day that bin Laden had survived the attacks,[62] which Wright notes strengthened his image in the Muslim world "as a symbolic figure of resistance" to the U.S.[5] Bin Laden had prominent support in Pakistan, where two hagiographies of the al-Qaeda chief were soon published,[6] parents began naming their newborn sons Osama,[150] mosques distributed his taped speeches, and cargo trucks bore the slogan "Long Live Osama".[99] Children in Kenya and Tanzania wore bin Laden T-shirts,[5] and al-Qaeda sold propaganda videos of the strikes' damage in European and Middle Eastern Islamic bookstores.[151] A 1999 report prepared by Sandia National Laboratories[image: External link] stated that bin Laden "appeared to many as an underdog standing firm in the face of bullying aggression," adding that the missile strikes sparked further planning of attacks by extremists.[140] Operation Infinite Reach also strengthened bin Laden's associates' support for him, and helped the al-Qaeda leader consolidate support among other Islamist militant groups.[152] British Islamist Hani al-Sibai[image: External link] said that the attacks helped al-Qaeda recruit new members and solicit funds,[151] and Naftali concludes that the strikes damaged the Khost camps but failed to deter al-Qaeda and "probably intensified [bin Laden's] hunger for violence."[153] Similarly, researcher Rohan Gunaratna[image: External link] told the 9/11 Commission that the attacks did not reduce the threat of al-Qaeda.[154]
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 Assessment




Each cruise missile cost between $750,000[3] and $1 million,[155] and nearly $750,000,000 in weapons was fired in the strikes overall.[5] The missiles' failure to eliminate their targets led to an acceleration in the American program to develop unmanned combat air vehicles[image: External link].[41] On September 2, the Taliban announced that it had found an unexploded U.S. missile,[141] and the Pakistani press claimed that another had landed in Balochistan[image: External link]'s Kharan Desert[image: External link].[156] Russian intelligence and intercepted al-Qaeda communications indicate that China[image: External link] sent officials to Khost to examine and buy some of the unexploded missiles;[104] bin Laden used the over $10 million in proceeds to fund Chechen opposition forces.[157] Pakistani missile scientists studied the recovered Tomahawk's computer, GPS[image: External link], and propulsion systems,[158] and Wright contends that Pakistan "may have used [the Tomahawks] ... to design its own version of a cruise missile."[5]

The September 9 State Department cable also claimed that "the U.S. strikes have flushed the Arab and Pakistani militants out of Khost,"[11] and while the camps were relocated near Kandahar and Kabul, paranoia lingered as al-Qaeda suspected that a traitor had facilitated the attacks.[159] For example, Abu Jandal claimed that the U.S. had employed an Afghan cook to pinpoint bin Laden's location.[160] Bin Laden augmented his personal bodyguard and began changing where he slept,[161] while Al-Qaeda military chief Mohammed Atef[image: External link] frisked journalists who sought to meet Bin Laden.[162] After an August 24 leak in The Washington Times[image: External link] disclosed that American intelligence had used intercepted communications to target the Khost camps, bin Laden and al-Qaeda stopped using their phones, and the U.S. thus lost a source of intelligence.[163][164]

Two days after Operation Infinite Reach, Omar reportedly called the State Department, saying that the strikes would only lead to more anti-Americanism and terrorism, and that Clinton should resign. The embassy bombings and the declaration of war against the U.S. had divided the Taliban and angered Omar. However, bin Laden swore an oath of fealty to the Taliban leader, and the two became friends. According to Wright, Omar also believed that turning over bin Laden would weaken his position.[166] In an October cable, the State Department also wrote that the missile strikes worsened Afghan-U.S. relations while bringing the Taliban and al-Qaeda closer together. A Taliban spokesman even told State Department officials in November that "If [the Taliban] could have retaliated with similar strikes against Washington, it would have."[140] The Taliban also denied American charges that bin Laden was responsible for the embassy bombings.[151] When Turki visited Omar to retrieve bin Laden, Omar told the prince that they had miscommunicated and he had never agreed to give the Saudis bin Laden. In Turki's account, Omar lambasted him when he protested, insulting the Saudi royal family and praising the Al-Qaeda leader; Turki left without bin Laden.[159][151] The Saudis broke off relations with the Taliban[167] and allegedly hired a young Uzbek named Siddiq Ahmed in a failed bid to assassinate bin Laden.[168] American diplomatic engagement with the Taliban continued, and the State Department insisted to the Taliban that the U.S. was only opposed to bin Laden and al-Qaeda, at whom the missile strike was aimed, not Afghanistan and its leadership.[169]

Following the strikes, Osama bin Laden's spokesman announced that "The battle has not started yet. Our answer will be deeds, not words."[8] Zawahiri made a phone call to reporter Rahimullah Yusufzai[image: External link], stating that "We survived the attack ... we aren't afraid of bombardment, threats, and acts of aggression ... we are ready for more sacrifices. The war has only just begun; the Americans should now await the answer."[170] Al-Qaeda attempted to recruit chemists to develop a more addictive type of heroin[image: External link] for export to the U.S. and Western Europe, but was unsuccessful.[171] A September 1998 intelligence report was titled "UBL Plans for Reprisals Against U.S. Targets, Possibly in U.S.,"[172] while the August 6, 2001[image: External link], President's Daily Brief[image: External link] stated that after Operation Infinite Reach, "Bin Ladin told followers he wanted to retaliate in Washington."[173]

Afterwards, U.S. considered, but did not execute, more cruise missile strikes;[174] from 1999 to 2001, ships and submarines in the North Arabian Sea were prepared to conduct further attacks against bin Laden if his location could be ascertained.[175] The U.S. considered firing more cruise missiles against bin Laden in Kandahar in December 1998 and May 1999; at an Emirati[image: External link] hunting camp in Helmand[image: External link] in February 1999; and in Ghazni[image: External link] in July 1999, but the strikes were called off due to various factors, including questionable intelligence and the potential for collateral damage.[176] Similarly, CIA-employed Afghans planned six times to attack bin Laden's convoy but did not, citing fears of civilian casualties, tight security, or that the al-Qaeda chief took a different route.[177] Thus, Operation Infinite Reach was the only U.S. operation directed against bin Laden before the September 11 attacks.[18]
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 Notes






	
^ The operation is generally considered a failure:


	"The failure of the strikes, the 'wag the dog' slur, the intense partisanship of the period, and the nature of the al Shifa evidence likely had a cumulative effect on future decisions about the use of force against Bin Ladin" (9/11 Commission Report, p. 123).

	"... The operation was essentially a failure" (Bergen 2002, p. 124).

	"... The failed attack probably intensified [bin Laden's] hunger for violence" (Naftali 2006, p. 269).

	"... The failed strikes were dubbed Operation Infinite Reach ... the missile attacks exposed the inadequacy of American intelligence and the futility of military power" (Wright 2006, p. 285).

	Zenko (2010, p. 139) judges Operation Infinite Reach to be both a political and military failure.







	
^ Most sources agree on the issue:


	"... The facility probably had no role whatsoever in CW development" (Barletta 1998, p. 116).

	"... The strike on [Al-Shifa] was an intelligence fiasco ... The evidence suggests that the plant simply produced pharmaceuticals" (Bergen 2002, p. 126).

	"... The evidence that the factory produced chemical weapons and had links to bin Laden is weak" (Reiter 2006, p. 6).

	"It developed that the plant actually made only pharmaceuticals and veterinary medicines, not chemical weapons ... Bin Laden had nothing to do with the plant" (Wright 2006, p. 282).

	"... Bin Laden had no ownership stake in the factory, and it was not connected to producing WMD" (Zenko August 20, 2012).







	
^ While Coll (2005, p. 406) writes that Reno was present in the Small Group, Barletta (1998, p. 116) does not. Zill substitutes Clarke for Reno.


	
^ According to Zenko (2010, p. 60), the third state was Yemen.


	
^ Barletta 1998 (p. 125) states that the sample was taken in June 1998.


	
^ Accounts differ as to how many cruise missiles were fired at the Afghan training camps. John Barry and Russell Watson, "'Our Target Was Terror'," Newsweek, August 30, 1998, and Weaver (2010, pp. 32-33) say 60; Wright (2006, p. 283), Zenko (2010, p. 64), and Woodward and Ricks (October 3, 2001) give a number of 66; Coll (2005, p. 411) and Clarke (2004, p. 188) cite a total figure of 75 cruise missiles fired in the operation; and Crenshaw (2003, p. 325) writes that 60–70 missiles were launched.


	
^ This is corroborated by multiple sources:


	"Pakistan's pro-Taliban military intelligence service had been training Kashmiri jihadists in one of the camps hit by U.S. missiles, leading to the death of Pakistanis" (9/11 Commission Report, p. 123).

	"Apparently ... Pakistani ISID officers were killed" (Clarke 2004, p. 189).

	"According to Pakistani intelligence officials, the U.S. missiles hit two Pakistani-run camps" (Constable August 23, 1998).

	"... Two of the targeted camps were run by Pakistani intelligence services" (Crenshaw 2003, p. 325).

	"Two of the four training camps that were hit and destroyed ... were facilities of the ISI. Five ISI officers and some twenty trainees were killed" (Weaver 2010, p. 33).

	"Reportedly, between twenty and sixty people at Zhawar Kili were killed, including Pakistani ISI officers training militants to fight in Kashmir" (Zenko 2010, p. 65).
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