
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


George Eliot



Blind, Mathilde

4064066141684

230

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "George Eliot," Mathilde Blind offers an insightful and nuanced exploration of the life and work of one of the most significant figures in Victorian literature. Employing a biographical lens combined with literary criticism, Blind deftly examines Eliot'Äôs innovative narrative techniques and thematic preoccupations, particularly her engagement with moral complexity and the intricacies of human relationships. The prose is rich and evocative, reflecting an intimacy with Eliot'Äôs oeuvre, and placing her in the broader context of literary movements such as realism and romanticism during a time of profound social change in England. Mathilde Blind, a distinguished poet and literary critic in her own right, was deeply influenced by the intellectual currents of her time, including feminism and the quest for social justice. Her personal experiences as a Jewish √©migr√© and a woman aspiring to contribute to the literary establishment informed her understanding of Eliot as a pioneering figure who grappled with issues of gender, class, and morality. This background enhances Blind's portrayal of Eliot, emphasizing the connections between their lives and the socio-political climates that shaped their works. "George Eliot" is a compelling read for anyone interested in the intersections of biography and literature. Blind'Äôs thorough research and passionate prose illuminate the depth and complexity of Eliot'Äôs character and contributions, inspiring readers to engage with Eliot'Äôs novels anew. This book serves as both a tribute and an essential scholarly resource, making it indispensable for both literary scholars and general readers eager to explore the legacy of one of literature'Äôs great minds.
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In "My Bondage and My Freedom," Frederick Douglass presents a compelling narrative of his life as a runaway slave, exploring themes of identity, resistance, and the quest for freedom. Douglass employs a poignant and eloquent literary style, characterized by vivid imagery and rhetorical prowess that captivates readers and invites them into the oppressive realities of slavery. He intricately weaves personal anecdotes with broader social commentary, situating his experiences within the national discourse on race and liberty, which was particularly relevant during the growing abolitionist movements of the 19th century. Frederick Douglass, born into slavery in 1818, overcame immense adversity, teaching himself to read and write before escaping to freedom. His firsthand experiences of the brutality and systemic injustices of slavery fueled his lifelong commitment to social reform and education. Douglass's fervent advocacy for emancipation and equality, forged through his own suffering and intellectual awakening, rendered him a leading figure in the abolitionist movement, and his works continue to resonate strongly in contemporary discussions about race and justice. "My Bondage and My Freedom" is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of American history, social justice, and the enduring struggle for equality. Douglass'Äôs eloquence and insight provide not only a personal narrative but also a profound critique of society, making it essential reading for students, historians, and all who champion human rights.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    At the turbulent meeting point of personal conviction and public upheaval, Mathilde Blind renders a portrait of intellect tested by the pressures of revolution and gendered expectation.

Madame Roland is a literary biography that situates Jeanne-Marie Roland within the convulsions of the French Revolution, tracing a life shaped by Enlightenment ideas and civic ambition. Written by the Victorian poet and biographer Mathilde Blind and published in the 1880s, it belongs to a late-nineteenth-century movement to foreground the achievements of notable women. The book balances historical narrative with cultural analysis, inviting readers into salons, ministries, and domestic interiors where public policy and private resolve intersect. Its period of composition matters: a Victorian vantage allows Blind to probe both revolutionary ideals and contemporary debates about women’s roles in public life.

Blind’s account follows Roland from an early, disciplined immersion in reading and moral philosophy to her emergence as a political presence whose salon became a nexus for debate. The biography sketches her marriage, her partnerships in thought and labor, and her evolving engagement with reformist circles commonly associated with moderate republican aims. Rather than dramatizing set pieces, Blind accumulates incident, correspondence, and testimony to show how a compelling public voice is fashioned from study, conversation, and meticulous self-scrutiny. The result is a steady, measured narrative that illuminates how character, circumstance, and conviction converge to propel a private citizen into national relevance.

Readers encounter a voice at once sympathetic and exacting. Blind writes with a poet’s sensitivity to tone and image, yet maintains a biographer’s discipline, cross-referencing letters, memoirs, and contemporary accounts to orient the reader amid swiftly changing events. The style privileges clarity and proportion: analytical pauses punctuate scenes of political motion; psychological insight accompanies institutional description. The mood is serious but never ponderous, attuned to the moral temperature of the era while attentive to domestic textures that humanize a public figure. This balance offers an immersive experience that is reflective without losing narrative momentum, and evaluative without presuming hindsight certainty.

Central themes include the tension between idealism and expediency, the ethics of leadership, and the uses—and limits—of eloquence in a time of crisis. Blind explores how gender shaped access to power, showing the ways influence could be exerted through hosting, correspondence, and counsel when formal avenues were restricted. She is alert to the risks of public visibility for a woman both revered and scrutinized, and to the demands placed on conscience when principles collide with political necessity. The book also traces how writing becomes an instrument of agency, preserving a record, marshaling arguments, and asserting identity in the face of factional pressures.

For contemporary readers, Madame Roland resonates as a study in civic courage and the complexities of participation within volatile systems. It invites reflection on how personal ethics can inform public action, and how rhetoric can clarify or inflame collective decision-making. The biography speaks to ongoing questions about women’s leadership, the labor of political partnership, and the cost of visibility in an era of relentless judgment. Blind’s focus on intellectual formation—reading, debate, self-examination—offers a counterpoint to event-driven histories, reminding us that ideas incubated in private can shape institutions, movements, and national memory.

Approached as narrative history or as a meditation on character under pressure, this biography offers a lucid, persuasive account of how conviction is tested in revolutionary times. Its careful research, even-handed tone, and moral attentiveness make it inviting to readers of history, feminist biography, and political thought alike. Without foreclosing debate, Blind provides a framework for understanding Roland’s significance: a life animated by reason and public spirit, refracted through the challenges of a transformative epoch. The book endures as a model of biographical craft, aligning intellectual inquiry with humane storytelling to illuminate the responsibilities—and costs—of engaged citizenship.
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    Mathilde Blind's Madame Roland presents a comprehensive biography of Jeanne-Marie Roland, tracing her trajectory from obscure beginnings to a central, if unofficial, presence in revolutionary politics. Using Roland's own memoirs and letters alongside contemporary reports, Blind reconstructs the settings, conversations, and decisions that shaped a turbulent life. The book places Roland within the moral and intellectual currents of the late eighteenth century, clarifying how ideas about virtue, citizenship, and reform informed her actions. Organized chronologically, the narrative follows the unfolding crisis of the French Revolution while distinguishing between verified fact and partisan rumor, providing a measured account of a figure often filtered through legend.

Blind begins with Roland's childhood as Jeanne-Marie Phlipon, born in Paris in 1754 to a craftsman family. Educated at home and in a convent, she developed habits of study and self-scrutiny, reading Plutarch, Rousseau, and classical moralists. The biography outlines formative influences: a devout mother, an ambitious but erratic father, and mentors who encouraged disciplined thought. Blind shows how literary models and civic ideals shaped Roland's expectations of private conduct and public duty. Early disappointments and reflections on social inequality sharpened her interest in reform. These chapters establish the intellectual groundwork that later guided her choices when events propelled her into political life.

Roland's marriage to Jean-Marie Roland de la Platiere, an older inspector of manufactures, shifts the narrative to provincial France. Blind describes a partnership based on reading, debate, and industry, with Madame Roland assisting in research, editing, and correspondence for her husband's administrative and economic writings. Life in Amiens and Lyon introduced practical concerns—trade, regulation, and civic administration—that gave concreteness to her abstract ideals. The biography highlights her growing confidence as a letter-writer and organizer, while noting the constraints women faced in formal politics. By the late 1780s, fiscal crisis and public unrest made their household discussions increasingly relevant to national affairs.

In 1791 the Rolands settled in Paris, where Madame Roland's salon attracted deputies, journalists, and reformers associated with the Girondin tendency. Blind presents this circle—Brissot, Vergniaud, Petion, and others—as a network debating war, constitutional safeguards, and civic education. Madame Roland emerges as a facilitator and writer, articulating aims of lawful reform and resistance to intimidation. The biography traces how her correspondence and conversations linked provincial administrators with legislators, giving shape to a program that favored decentralization and legal guarantees. Without overstating her role, Blind records the testimony of contemporaries who credited her with clarifying arguments and stiffening resolve during decisive debates.

When Jean-Marie Roland became Minister of the Interior in 1792, Blind details the administrative agenda, from purging corruption to mobilizing resources for war. Madame Roland's drafting skills and strategic counsel appear repeatedly, most notably in a forceful ministerial letter challenging royal vetoes, a document that contributed to her husband's dismissal and later recall after the fall of the monarchy. The narrative situates these episodes amid accelerating conflict, including the September Massacres, which the Rolands publicly deplored. Blind charts the tensions between executive responsibility and street power, showing how appeals to legality collided with emergency measures as foreign invasion and internal unrest intensified.

As the Convention convened, Blind examines the widening rift between Girondins and Jacobins over war policy, federalism, and the scope of popular action. Pamphlets, club oratory, and newspapers intensified the struggle, and Madame Roland's salon became a contested symbol of influence. The biography records her exchanges with leading deputies and her resistance to intimidation, while acknowledging the vulnerability of a faction lacking control of Parisian sections and militant clubs. Legislative defeats, ministerial resignations, and the rise of committees signaled a shift in power. By early 1793, the Girondin position weakened under military reverses, urban shortages, and escalating accusations of treason.

Blind narrates the crisis of May and June 1793, when insurrection in Paris forced the proscription of leading Girondins. Jean-Marie Roland went into hiding; Madame Roland was arrested and transferred among several prisons. The biography emphasizes her composure, daily routines, and sustained literary labor, including the memoirs and appeals she composed to document events and defend principles. Correspondence with friends, among them Francois Buzot, appears within the broader political context rather than as anecdote. Blind stresses the methodical nature of her writing, intended both as testimony for contemporaries and as a record for posterity amid rapidly narrowing legal protections.

The account of Roland's trial before the Revolutionary Tribunal outlines the charges, the conduct of the hearing, and her concise defense. Blind presents the sequence leading to condemnation and execution in November 1793, including her transfer to the Conciergerie and final letters. The widely quoted remark about crimes committed in the name of liberty is reported among contemporary testimonies. The biography also records the subsequent suicide of Jean-Marie Roland upon learning of his wife's death. These chapters synthesize official documents and eyewitness narratives, preserving a precise chronology while avoiding embellishment, and they close the narrative arc set in motion by the ministerial crisis.

In conclusion, Blind surveys Madame Roland's legacy through the publication and reception of her memoirs, the remembrance of Girondin leaders, and later assessments of women's roles in politics. The biography underscores Roland's combined identity as writer and political actor, whose influence operated through persuasion, organization, and example rather than formal office. It presents her life as a case study in the opportunities and limits of civic virtue under revolutionary pressure. Without prescribing judgments, Blind assembles materials that allow readers to grasp the dynamics that shaped her choices and fate, consolidating a historical portrait grounded in documents, chronology, and measured comparison.
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    Mathilde Blind’s Madame Roland is set in late eighteenth-century France, primarily Paris and provincial centers like Lyon and Amiens, during the convulsions of the French Revolution (1789–1794). The work traces Marie-Jeanne Phlipon Roland’s trajectory from artisan-class Paris through marriage into administrative circles and on to the political vortex of 1792–1793. The Ancien Régime’s rigid estates, fiscal crisis after costly wars, and the ferment of Enlightenment salons form the backdrop. Paris—seat of the National Assembly, clubs, ministries, and the Revolutionary Tribunal—serves as the decisive stage, while Lyon and other provincial cities illustrate the broader national struggle between centralizing revolutionary authority and local, often federalist, resistance.

Blind situates Roland’s development in the Enlightenment’s social and political milieu. Born in Paris in 1754, she received a convent education and voraciously read Plutarch, Rousseau, and Montesquieu, absorbing civic virtue, republican morality, and critiques of despotism. Her 1780 marriage to Jean-Marie Roland de la Platière, an inspector of manufactures in Amiens and Lyon, placed her at the intersection of administrative reform and emerging public debate. Historical fact underscores how Enlightenment principles translated into political practice: correspondence networks, salons, and reformist circles. The biography emphasizes Roland’s salon as a conduit for ideas into policy, linking private intellectual formation to the public revolutionary sphere.

The calling of the Estates-General (May 1789), the Tennis Court Oath (June 1789), the storming of the Bastille (14 July 1789), and the October Days (5–6 October 1789) mark the revolutionary opening that drew the Rolands to Paris by 1791. With the Legislative Assembly (1791–1792), the Girondins—Brissot, Vergniaud, Pétion, Buzot—rose as advocates of constitutionalism, war against tyranny, and economic liberalization. Jean-Marie Roland became Minister of the Interior on 23 March 1792. His celebrated remonstrance to Louis XVI of 10 June 1792, widely believed to have been drafted by Madame Roland, demanded sanction of decrees against refractory priests and royal guards. The book links this confrontation to Roland’s political agency within the Girondin ascendancy.

The crisis of 1792–1793 forms the work’s central historical axis. France declared war on Austria on 20 April 1792; the Duke of Brunswick’s manifesto of 25 July threatened Paris, inflaming militancy. On 10 August 1792, insurgents stormed the Tuileries, the monarchy was suspended, and the Rolands re-entered ministerial life amid chaos. From 2–6 September 1792, the September Massacres saw thousands killed in Parisian prisons, shocking moderates and deepening rifts with the radical Montagnards. The National Convention opened on 21 September 1792, abolished monarchy, and proclaimed the Republic, Year I. The king’s trial culminated in Louis XVI’s execution on 21 January 1793, a decision that split Girondins (often favoring appeal to the people or conditional measures) from Montagnards demanding immediate death. Meanwhile, the war widened as Britain, Spain, and the Dutch Republic joined the First Coalition. Economic crisis, food shortages, and sans-culotte pressure intensified. In May 1793, the Girondin-backed Commission of Twelve moved against radical sections, provoking the insurrection of 31 May–2 June. Armed Parisians and National Guards surrounded the Convention; leading Girondins were arrested, others fled. Madame Roland was briefly arrested on 1 June, released, then rearrested on 24 June 1793. Blind presents these facts to show how Roland’s political circle—once emblematic of constitutional reform—was crushed by revolutionary escalation, portraying her as a moral voice against both royal obstruction and popular vengeance. The biography recounts her appeals for legality and civic virtue, her correspondence with Buzot, and her steadfastness under mounting persecution, thereby mirroring the Girondin tragedy within the Revolution’s institutional breakdown.

The Reign of Terror’s apparatus shapes the climactic phase. The Committee of Public Safety (formed 6 April 1793) and the Revolutionary Tribunal centralized repression; the Law of Suspects (17 September 1793) broadened arrests. Madame Roland spent months in the Abbaye, Sainte-Pélagie, and the Conciergerie, composing her memoirs and an appeal to posterity. Tried on 8 November 1793, she was condemned and guillotined the same day; the oft-attributed words “O Liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name!” reflect her reputation for stoic republican virtue. Her husband, proscribed and in hiding, took his life near Rouen on 10 November 1793 upon hearing of her death. Blind anchors these episodes in documentary chronology to underscore civic martyrdom.

Provincial revolts, notably the Federalist movement of 1793, provide essential context. Lyon—where Jean-Marie Roland had served as inspector of manufactures—rebelled against the Parisian Montagnard ascendancy. The siege (August–October 1793) ended with the city’s capitulation on 9 October; the Convention decreed “Lyons made war on liberty; Lyons is no more” (12 October). Collot d’Herbois and Joseph Fouché oversaw harsh reprisals, including mass shootings by grapeshot. The book relates Roland’s economic and administrative experience in Lyon to Girondin advocacy of decentralization and legality, contrasting it with revolutionary centralization and punitive justice. This regional lens ties national politics to material life: commerce, manufactures, and civic institutions under stress.

Women’s political participation and its repression are foregrounded through comparative events. The Société des citoyennes républicaines révolutionnaires (1793) and figures like Olympe de Gouges—author of the 1791 Declaration of the Rights of Woman—signal an insurgent female public. Yet the Convention banned women’s clubs on 30 October 1793; de Gouges was executed on 3 November. Madame Roland, who never held office, exercised influence via letters, drafting, and her salon, exemplifying informal but potent female agency. Blind connects these developments to Roland’s ordeal, using dates and legal measures to show how revolutionary France first opened, then closed, the door to women’s civic voice, even as it exploited their symbolic capital.

Blind’s biography functions as political and social critique by juxtaposing republican ideals with institutionalized violence, factionalism, and gendered exclusion. The book exposes the period’s central issues: executive obstruction under Louis XVI, war’s corrosive effect on legality, the moral hazards of popular justice, and the Jacobin state’s suspension of rights under the Terror. Through Roland’s life—salon influence, ministerial interventions, prison writings—it indicts class and gender barriers that denied formal power to capable women while holding them answerable for public outcomes. Emphasizing dates, decrees, and trials, the narrative critiques a revolution that promised civic equality yet condoned summary repression and curtailed female participation.
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CHAPTER I.


CHILDHOOD.





Marie-Jeanne Phlipon, renowned as Madame Roland, was born in Paris, March 17, 1754, in a house on the Quai de l'Horloge, near the Pont Neuf. She was thus just the same age as LouisXVI[1]., and about a year older than Marie Antoinette. It would be difficult to find more common-place surroundings than those amidst which one of the greatest of Frenchwomen was ushered into the world.


That a daughter of shepherds and rustics should have become the saviour of her country is not surprising. For the primitive simplicity of those occupations seems the proper nursery of heroism. But it is surprising that in the Paris of LouisXV., from the unimaginative class of small shopkeepers, there should suddenly spring a child, in soul the heiress of the great men of antiquity.


But the actual parents were far from suspecting the ​native land of the little traveller that was born to them. They had probably never heard of Aristides the Just and Brutus the Tyrannicide. Gatien Phlipon, a chaser and worker in enamel, carried on a pretty thriving business; for this was the time when elaborately engraved watches, snuff-boxes, and shoe-buckles were so much sought after, the designs often being works of art in their way. M. Phlipon employed several apprentices, and was successful as long as he applied himself steadily to his calling. A restless wish to make money and rise in the world was, however, attended with the opposite results. Constantly engaged in speculation, such as buying diamonds to resell at a profit, he neglected his business only to lose money in that as also in his other ventures. He was tall and good-looking, proud of his personal advantages, and in every way a gay, vain, quick-witted and pleasure-loving Parisian.


Marguerite Bimont, his wife, in most respects his exact opposite, was a woman of the highest rectitude, and of an almost saintly purity of life. Firm yet gentle, of reserved and dignified manners, her retiring habits formed a strong contrast to those of her neighbours. She rarely received visitors, and never stirred from home except to visit her aged mother or her husband's relatives, or to go to church. No doubt that her example exercised a powerful influence on her daughter's character.


Marie-Jeanne, or Manon, as she was familiarly called, was the second of seven children, of whom all but herself died in infancy. According to French custom she was put out to nurse, and the first two years of her life were passed in the neighbourhood of Arpajon, in the care of a buxom, kindly young country-woman, ​who conceived the greatest affection for her charge, and never lost sight of her in after life. At the age of two Manon was taken home by her parents, a thorough little rustic brimming over with health and spirits. She was never taught to read, but had mastered that accomplishment at the mature age of four, when, according to her, the chief business of her education might be regarded as finished, so assiduously did she thenceforth devote herself to study. Let her only have books and flowers, and she wanted nothing else[1q]. She was a thoughtful, affectionate child, lively without being boisterous, and easily amenable to reason; but, however tractable, violence or threats made her proportionately obstinate. The severest punishment her mother ever found it necessary to inflict was to address her as "Mademoiselle," accompanying the word by a certain look and tone of voice. Not so her father. A man of hasty and violent temper, he sometimes had recourse to physical chastisement, which never failed to raise a spirit of intense resistance in his daughter.


One such scene made an indelible impression on the future Madame Roland. She was then six years old, and happened to be suffering from some childish ailment. Her mother had poured out the prescribed dose of physic, and was holding it to her lips. Disgusted by the smell, the child involuntarily drew back, but, at the mother's gentle remonstrance, made ineffectual efforts to swallow the unsavoury draught. In the meanwhile the father had come in, and taking Manon's aversion for obstinacy, he got very angry, seized hold of the whip, and began beating her. From that moment she lost all desire to obey, and declared that she would not take the ​medicine. Her father administered whipping the second; uttering loud screams, she now tried to upset the glass. A movement betraying this intention, enraged her father completely, and he threatened to whip her for the third time. From that moment a sudden and violent revulsion of feeling took place in Manon. Her sobs ceased, she dried her tears, all her faculties became concentrated in an intense effort of will. She rose from her bed, turned to the wall, and nerved herself to receive the blows in silence. "They might have killed me on the spot," she says in her famous Memoirs, penned in a prison within a stone's-throw of the scaffold, "without my uttering so much as a sigh; nor will it cost me more to-day to ascend the guillotine than it did then to yield to a barbarous treatment which might have killed but not conquered me."


This was her father's last effort at education. Not that he was habitually unkind or cruel in his treatment of his only child. On the contrary, he idolized his daughter, especially in her early girlhood, when his susceptible vanity was flattered by the attention she attracted. His method of dealing with her must be laid to the charge of the manners of the times, severe and harsh to children, where not modified by exceptional refinement of nature. However, as we have said, M. Phlipon henceforth wisely avoided pitting his will against his daughter's, and entirely left her guidance to the wise and loving hands of his wife. But he was very proud of the child's precocious intelligence, and for her station and years she had an array of masters which goes far to prove that her parents must have considered hers a very exceptional nature.


At seven years of age Manon was sent every Sunday ​to attend catechism, as it was called, in order to prepare her for confirmation. This examination was commonly held in a church or chapel where a few benches were placed in a corner, and was principally held for children of the poorer classes; but as her uncle, the Abbé Bimont, an amiable, kind-hearted priest, was at that time in charge of this class, her mother judged it well for her to attend, especially as she felt sure that her daughter's memory would always secure her the first place.


On one of these occasions the rector put in an appearance; and in order to show off his superior theological learning, he asked Manon, with ill-concealed triumph, how many orders of spirits there were in the celestial hierarchy. And the terrible child answered, nothing daunted, that there were nine—as might be learned from the preface to the Missal—as angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, &c. She was already deeply versed in the Bible, as well as in the psalter, the only books to be found at her grandmother's house. This old lady, whom her mother took her to see every Sunday after vespers, was in her dotage, to the poor child's bewilderment. She invariably sat in the same chair, by the window in summer and in winter near the fire-place, and gave no signs of animation except such as might emanate from a vindictive old fairy. For instance, when her grandchild, in high spirits, skipped about the room, she invariably burst into tears; but no sooner did she have a fall or knock herself than the palsied dame showed her merriment by a hoarse chuckling laugh. Such conduct was naturally calculated to hurt Manon's feelings; but her mother eventually made her understand that these visits were a duty not to be dispensed with.


 ​Manon's love of reading and thirst for knowledge used to hurry her out of bed at five in the morning. Barefooted, she would steal to her mother's room where her books lay on a table, and do her lessons with such eagerness that her progress took her masters by surprise. Among these we hear of an anomalous sort of personage who had successively figured as chorister-boy, soldier, deserter, capuchin, and discharged clerk, and had come up penniless from the country with a wife and three children. This Jack-of-all-trades, who rejoiced in a fine falsetto voice, was employed to teach her singing, freely borrowing money of her parents the while, and finally disappearing in Russia. Her dancing master, a Savoyard, was wizened, snub-nosed, frightfully ugly, and with a wen on his cheek which showed to advantage as with his chin he nipped his pocket viol. Fourthly, there was a gigantic Spaniard, with hairy hands like Esau, who gave her lessons on the guitar; and, finally, a timid man of fifty, with rubicund face, who taught her to play on the violoncello. As the latter only instructed her for a short time, a Reverend Father Colomb enters on the scene who, to console her, occasionally used to send over his violoncello to accompany her guitar. Besides all this, her uncle used to teach her some Latin; while her father, to complete the curriculum, made her learn drawing and the use of the graving tool.


But the real business of education, as before mentioned, consisted not so much in these lessons as in her insatiable reading of all the books she could find, consisting chiefly of standard works, few in number but of excellent quality. After having devoured all those belonging to her parents, she came one day, while ferreting about the house, on a fresh store which lasted ​her for a long while. This happy find belonged to one of her father's apprentices named Courson, who in the course of time became tutor to the pages at Versailles. This studious young man always kept a certain number of volumes in a little hiding-place of his own in her father's atelier. Now this atelier adjoined a good-sized room, resplendent with looking-glasses and pictures, where Manon was in the habit of having her lessons. A recess on one side of the mantel-piece admitted of a closet being fenced off from the main room, furnished with bedstead, table, chair, and a few shelves, which till within a year of her marriage served her at once for bedroom and study. Prom this nook, as a mouse from its hole, the child would noiselessly sally forth when work was at a stand-still, and, seizing one of the precious books, would quickly dart back to her retreat. Here, elbow on table and cheek resting on her left hand, what wonderful voyages of discovery did she not make into far lands and backward centuries! Descriptions of travel were her delight, pathetic stories deeply touched her; but one day there fell into her hands a book that kindled in her a new life.
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