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SIRE,

ONE of the most humble of your subjects,
presumes to lay at your feet, the History of New South Wales, and
your Majesty's Colony on that Island. Tempted by that eminent.
Philanthropy, with which, your Majesty is so peculiarly endowed,
and the knowledge of which, in the most distant parts of the
World, has more gloriously exalted your illustrious Name, in the
hearts of all good Men, than, even your truly powerful Fleets and
Armies, have enrolled it in the History of Great Sovereigns.

If your Majesty should deign to look on this Production, you
will have the satisfaction of finding, that the life you have so
well spent, in promoting the Comforts and Happiness of the many
Millions committed to your Care, is even of such an Heavenly
nature, as in many cases to correct, and often reform, the most
vicious of those, who have been found improper persons, to remain
in those kingdoms, which are blessed with your immediate
presence.

That just knowledge of Mankind, your Majesty has so often
shown, in the appointment of your Officers, has seldom been more
beneficially felt, than in those you have from time to time
chosen for New South Wales, who have in all cases, been,
Gentlemen particularly calculated to represent your Person, and
to fulfil your intentions, as they have possessed Learning,
Prudence, Justice, and Mercy.

That your Majesty, may long continue Vice-Regent on Earth, and
that you may enjoy all those blessings, your many Virtues so much
merit, is the ardent prayer of,

Your Majesty's



Most Humble and devoted Subject

and Servant,



GEORGE BARRINGTON.
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TO trace from the ORIGIN, the
HISTORY of any COUNTRY, but more
particularly the one of so promising an aspect of future
importance as that of NEW SOUTH WALES is an
undertaking very interesting, but not often to be accomplished
with that degree of certainty, which precludes every idea, of
SPECULATIVE FICTION, though when capable of being
effected, it forms a valuable acquisition to the
WORLD. In this situation stands NEW SOUTH
WALES. CIRCUMNAVIGATORS have frequented
it, and the PUBLIC have been favoured with the
Accounts of Individuals who have resided there, but no prior
attempt has been made to produce a COMPLETE
HISTORY of the COUNTRY itself, from its
DISCOVERY, and an Account of its
INHABITANTS, their CUSTOMS, and
MANNERS, accompanied with, an Historical Detail,
of the proceedings of the ENGLISH COLONY, from the
FOUNDATION to its PRESENT
STATE.

That such a WORK must prove acceptable to the
World in general, but particularly to his fellow Countrymen, the
Author is well aware; and as his residence in the Country,
enables him to add considerably to the vast fund of knowledge
already ascertained, he trusts, that his endeavour to furnish
A COMPLETE HISTORY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, will meet
with general approbation. If in the perusal of this Work, the
refined mind finds but a few moments pleasure, in following the
interesting Narratives respecting the Natives or Colonists; or if
he is beguiled of one tear of sensibility, in commisserating the
sorrows or sufferings, of his INNOCENT or
GUILTY fellow creatures, the end of the Author
will be answered: for though, alas! he has formerly wandered in
the paths of error, he trusts, that now he has felt the kind hand
of PATRONIZING FAVOUR, he may be looked upon as a
MAN ENDEAVOURING TO DO WELL, and hopes the
promotion he has received, will be the means of enabling him to
effect, some good in the remnant of his life, to
COUNTER-BALANCE that proneness to evil which is
ever, too attendant on the HUMAN CREATURE.
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[THE rapid sale of the first Edition of this
entertaining Work, and the frequent demands and enquiries since
made relative to the same, together with the increasing
importance of our Settlements in New South Wales, &c. having
induced the publishers to reprint the present Edition, it has
been thought proper to extend and enlarge the original plan by a
Supplement, bringing down the History of the Settlement to the
present Period of 1811.



With this view, it has been the care of the Editor, besides the
information received from the spot, to collect his materials from
every quarter which could possibly afford him any information:
for this purpose, neither the labours of the missionary, the
journals of the navigator, native or foreigner, nor the public
documents relative to the colony, have been neglected. The merit
of the arrangement and the execution of the task he must submit
to the candour of his readers to decide upon.



It may be necessary to point out to the recollection of the
public, that the History of New South Wales, written by George
Barrington, after recording the events which distinguished that
distant quarter of the world up to the year 1801, proceeded to
relate the several voyages of discovery made from thence into the
Southern Ocean, &c.; particularly those of Lieutenants Bass
and Flinders, Captain Bampton of the Hormuzear, &c.
&c.



But in the present Edition the reader will find the still more
important extracts from the recent voyages of M.
Labillardiere, who was sent in search of the unfortunate
La Perouse; and that of M. Peron, who visited
Sydney between 1800 and 1804, while upon a voyage of discovery
made by order of the First Consul of France in the Southern
Hemisphere. This enlightened naturalist's remarks, so creditable
to the genius and exertions of the British nation, are sufficient
to shew how astonishingly the colony has improved since
Barrington published his History, Voyage, &c. &c. Almost
every subsequent navigator, it will appear, has either found out
some new islands, or something new in the manners of those
already known.



Added to these, the present volume contains very interesting and
entertaining accounts not only of Van Diemen's Land, upon which a
British settlement has been since established, but likewise of
New Caledonia, New Ireland, New Zealand, the Island of Simboo,
Kennedy's Island, and Mangea; also of Otaheite, especially so far
as Pomarre, the king of that and some adjacent places, has been
connected with the missionaries, who are protected by Government
in their attempts to introduce religion into the Friendly
Islands.



To the Geographical department in this Edition we have added that
of the Biography of some of the principal persons who have
distinguished themselves in this newly discovered part of the
world: among these, our readers may recollect Governor Colonel
Collins, Captain Bligh of the Bounty, Lieutenant Riou of the
Guardian, Messrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margarot; and a
young Englishman of the name of Bruce, lately married to a
Princess of New Zealand. In fine, we presume that the present
improved Edition contains "A comprehensive History of the Country
itself, from its Discovery; the Customs and Manners of its
Inhabitants; its Productions; and an Historical Detail of the
Proceedings of the Colony from the Foundation to its present
State."]
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THE important advantages, which will
continually result to the MOTHER COUNTRY, from
NEW SOUTH WALES, renders it of sufficient
consequence to make the slightest information sought after with
anxious avidity— nor is it a matter of surprise.—The
Climate is healthy, the Soil good, and the very Bowels of the
Earth is fraught with inexhaustible treasures; it contains Iron,
Copper, and Coals; while the exterior abounds in Wood, and the
Fruits, which are various, reach the summit of perfection, these
advantages will accelerate the growing importance of the Trade
and Commercial Interest of the Country, while Bays and Harbours
offer their sheltering protection to Ships.

Yet considerable as these advantages are, they are very far
surpassed, by the School the English Colony forms, for the
Correction of those unfortunate Human Beings, who, urged by
various depraved motives, forfeit the protection of the Laws they
have failed to observe; it is much to be lamented, that the
number of Objects thus exiled is so great, while it is highly
honourable in a Government to afford, even these outcasts, an
opportunity of being serviceable to the state, and by their own
good conduct, ultimately to themselves.—To the original
Projector of the Colony, (Lord Sydney) the Public are under great
obligations, and no doubt can now arise of its
success.—Though it must prove painful to observe, that many
sent to NEW SOUTH WALES, continued
incorrigible—yet, on the contrary, some in the infancy of
the Colony, will be found reforming rapidly, and the penitence of
a FEW, cannot be but acceptable to Man, since in
Heaven THERE IS JOY over even one
SINNER that TRULY
REPENTS.

In executing the History of NEW SOUTH WALES, I
mail avail myself of all my materials, under a regular series of
Chapters; first tracing the Discovery, then the Nature, Customs,
and Manners of its original Inhabitants, from that I mall proceed
to the Plan for settling the Colony, its Foundation and Progress
to the present Time; and lastly, the Natural History of the
Island, thus endeavouring to present a Complete Whole.
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IN contemplating the origin, rise, and fall of
nations, the mind is alternately filled with a mixture of sacred
pain and pleasure. And while the "mind's eye", views the
prosperous state of this infant country, it can hardly refrain,
taking an excursive glance at the United States of America, and
at the same time, find itself, obliged to acknowledge, that it
must prove equally great, and ardently hope, it will prove
abundantly more grateful, to the mother country.

The beautiful and fertile island of New South Wales, is
ascertained to be the largest in the world, and formerly supposed
to be part of that imaginary continent, called Terra Australis
Incognita, lies between 10 degrees 30 minutes, and 43 degrees
South latitude, and between 110 and 153 degrees 30 minutes East
longitude, extending in all as much, as the whole continent of
Europe, the Eastern coast running not less than 2000 miles in
length from North-East to South-West. Its dimensions from East to
West has not been so accurately ascertained.

The Dutch navigators who chiefly explored the Island, called
those parts first discovered EENDRAGHT
(Concord) Land, which was the name of the ship that first
made the land, in 1616, 24 degrees and 25 degrees South. Two
years afterwards, Zeachen discovered another part of the coast,
in 15 degrees South, who named it ARNHEIM DIEMAN,
though this was not the same part that received the name of
Dieman's Land from Tasman, which is the extremity Southward, in
latitude 43 degrees. Jan Van Edelsgave in 1619, has given his own
name to a Southern part. Dampier coasted the Western parts in
1687, and again in 1699; from this period it was visited several
times, by the Dutch and others, but nothing of any consequence
transpired till in 1770, when the celebrated Captain Cook,
explored the country, and called it NEW SOUTH
WALES; however, the shortness of his stay precluded him
from making any thing more than general observations, though Sir
Joseph Banks, (then Mr. Banks,) discovered such an ample field
for botanical research, that one part, in compliment to him, was
called BOTANY BAY.—It will not be requisite
to relate here, the remarks made by Captain Cook, as we shall
incorporate his with all other information through the course of
the work. Therefore shall now proceed in the proposed plan; first
with
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A Male & Female Native

THE



NATURE, CUSTOMS AND MANNERS



OF THE NATIVES.

BOTH the male and female natives, are not
generally tall, and very few of either sex are well made, their
limbs are long and thin, the exercise they take, and the poverty
of their living, must be the cause, for the climate is
particularly fine. But the limbs of those who reside in the
woods, exceed in length those on the coast; for these suffer very
great difficulties to procure food, while those on the coast draw
from the never-failing ocean an ample supply of fish; but the
inhabitants of the woods have to hunt and climb trees for animals
and honey; enabled by the parental hand of providence they effect
this, with little labour armed with a stone hatchet, they cut a
notch in the tree big enough to place the ball of the great toe,
which done, they take the first step, embracing the tree with one
arm, and holding the hatchet in the other, in this situation the
next notch is cut higher up, for the other foot to rest on, and
proceeding thus they reach as high as they wish, which is often
from eighty to an hundred feet. The features of the men are hard
and disgusting, and the bone or reed they wear through the nose,
added to the bushy hair of their heads and beards, render them
almost horrible. The females have a small portion of that
delicacy the more refined females of civilized nations justly
boast; indeed, even the blush of shame has been seen, on the dark
cheeks of a female native of New South Wales.

Their eyes are sunk in the head, and covered with thick
eye-brows; their noses are flat, with very wide nostrils; their
eyes are particularly good, and forms to them the greatest
acquisition, for if short sighted, they could not avoid the
spears which would otherwise wound, if not kill them. Their
mouths are wide, and lips very thick; their teeth are in general
white, sound, and even. Some of them have prominent jaws, and one
of them, called old We-rahng, might with great ease pass for an
Orang-Outang.

Both sexes rub fish-oil into their skins, which with the heat
of their own bodies, produce a stench which by no means accords
with the refined ideas of decency; but this is used to guard
against the musquitoes some of which sting with severity; however
in this, as in all other parts, some are more beastly than
others, and it is by no means uncommon to see the entrails of
fish frying upon their heads in the sun, till the oil runs over
the face and body. This unguent is deemed by them of so much
importance, that children even of two years old are taught the
use of it. The natives of this country have various ornaments;
with gum, they fasten to their hair, fish-bones, birds' feathers,
slips of wood, dogs'-tails, and the teeth of the kangaroo; those
on the South of Botany Bay, plat the hair with gum, like pieces
of rope, and, occasionally, they daub themselves with red and
white clay, the latter previous to dancing, and the former to
battle. The forms of these imagined ornaments are governed by the
taste of the person; and really, those who excel in this plastic
art, look like spectres. Scars are by both sexes deemed highly
ornamental, inasmuch, that they are proud to have wounds made
with shells, and as they keep these open the flesh grows up on
each side, and then suffering it to skin over, it forms the
honourable badge of a wale or seam. This operation is generally
performed when young, and though for many years they continue
full, in the decline of life they become nearly invisible. The
hole, which is bored through the nose, between the age of twelve
and fifteen, is only used on particular occasions to put the reed
or bone in; this ceremony is generally confined to the male,
though there are instances of the females undergoing the same
mutilation. The women suffer another operation when infants,
which is the loss of two joints of the little finger on the left
hand, this is effected by a hair being tied round the joint,
which stops the circulation, when the part drops off in
consequence of mortification; very few indeed escape this loss,
and those few who do, are treated with contempt.
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Manhood, or knocking out the Tooth

The men too suffer a privation, most of them lose the right
front tooth, which operation is attended with numerous
ceremonies. The principals who perform it, come from Cam-mer-ray,
armed with shields, clubs, and throwing sticks, painted in the
form of their tribe; the ground selected for the business is
previously cleared in an oval figure of about 30 feet by 20, and
this mystic spot is called Yoo-lahng: the operators arrived, take
their position at one end of it, and at the other end the boys,
generally to the number of from 14 to 20, and of various ages,
who are brought by their friends or relations to undergo the
ceremony, which initiates them into the liberties of men, as soon
as they are capable of performing the duties. The ceremony then
begins, from the opposite end of the Yoo-lahng, the armed party
advance, singing and clattering their shields and spears, and
with their feet kicking up dust enough to hide and choak every
body around them; on nearly reaching the children, one of the
armed men steps forward, and seizing a lad returns to his party,
who hail him by a shout, showing at the same time, a
determination to keep and protect the victim; in this way the
whole are taken and seated on the opposite end of the Yoo-lahng,
each with his legs crossed under him, holding down his head and
clasping his hands. Miserable as this situation must be, it is
not to be altered during the night, and till all the ceremony
concludes, no refreshment is to be given them.—As the
natives are well aware, that the knocking out the tooth is
attended with considerable pain, the performers of the mystic
rites have cunning enough to impress on the minds of those about
to suffer, that on their being delivered of a bone, for which
farce they conceal one in a girdle, that the operation will be
effected with a proportionate degree of ease, as they surfer the
greater degree of pain. Thus one falls on the ground, and draws
himself into every form that ideal pain can invent, and while in
this state, some dance, some sing, and some beat him, till he
produces the wonderful bone that is to perform the operation with
little or no pain. This closes the first act of the farce, and
with it generally closes the day.

Towards sunrise the next morning, the party advance into the
Yoo-lahng, shouting, and running three times round it.

The operators now parade round the Yoo-lahng, on their hands
and feet like dogs, with a wooden sword in the girdle, which from
the position it takes behind, serves to represent the tail; this
is meant to endow them with the good qualities of that animal.
The next ceremony is, one brings into the circle a kangaroo made
of grass, and a second a load of brush-wood, and it is not
unusual for him to have some in his nose. These are laid at the
feet of the young men, and the bearers retire. By this form they
are supposed to have the power of killing the animal given them,
and the brush-wood is the retreat of the kangaroo.—The
following scene is to shew them one of the exercises, hunting the
kangaroo; for this purpose they leave the boys some time, and
taking off the sword, or dog's-tail, they fasten some long grass
to the girdles, and approach the circle as a herd of kangaroos,
jumping along to the music of a shield, beat with a club. On
reaching the Yoo-lahng, they pass the boys, then throwing away
the grass tails, each takes up a boy and carries him off to the
next scene, which is opened by several laying on the ground. The
boys are then made to stand together; at each end sits a man on
the stump of a tree, with his arms extended: as the boys make
towards these, the men begin to stare and loll out their tongues;
the boys are now led over the men, who then make a noise like
thunder at a great distance. This is meant to make them brave
men. The whole party then stop and the boys are set down. At the
same time the performers, arm with spear and shield, the whole
then poise and present their spears, at every third stroke which
one gives his shield with a club, who stands in the centre. This
is to shew the use of the spear to the youths. The scene that
follows, is the ceremony of knocking out the tooth. A native sits
on the grass, and a lad is seated on his shoulders. Now the
mystic bone is produced to lance the gum, for which purpose it is
made sharp; a stick is then with great ceremony cut at some
distance from the end, and laid on a tree, then three aims are
taken before it is struck, when the gum is cut, the operator puts
the sharp point of the stick on the tooth, and with a stone in
the other hand, after making three aims, he hits the stick, and
out falls the tooth, generally as perfect as if drawn by a
dentist. The lad is then taken away, that the gum may be healed
by his friends, who dress him as he must for some time appear;
which dress, consists of a girdle a wooden sword, and a ligature
round his head; for that day, he must neither eat or speak, and
his left hand must be kept up to his mouth.

It is deemed honourable to bear this operation without any
sign of dissatisfaction, but for fear all should not have
fortitude enough to bear it, the assistants make a great
noise.

It is curious that the sufferer adds to his own name that of
the person, on whose shoulders he sits to have the operation
performed.

The ceremony being ended, and the youths all dressed alike,
they sit down, and on a sudden given signal, they rise and rush
into the town, which is just by, and drive everybody before them.
These are now allowed to use the spear and shield, and accepted
as men.

One good quality these people certainly possess, which is,
that if a man and his wife, on any occasion quarrel, no one takes
the least notice of it, each present minds his own business
without casting even a look, at the wrangling pair. This is,
perhaps, one of the best lessons these savages afford to
civilized society; and in this instance, the children of nature
shew more sense than those of refinement.

The men fish with a fish-gig, or spear, which they are very
dexterous in the use of. The fish-gig is about twelve feet long,
which they can lengthen by joints, according to the depth of the
water. At the end they have two, three, or four barbed prongs,
with a hook of a fish or other bone; sometimes, in fine weather,
a man will lay across his canoe with his face in or near the
water, and his fish-gig ready for darting: thus they watch for
prey, and seldom miss their aim. The women are employed in the
canoes with lines and hooks; the lines are made of the bark of
trees, the hooks, like those used by the men, are made of bits of
shells and birds talons, in one of their miserable canoes, which
is seldom more than six inches from the surface of the water,
washing the edge nearly in surf, which would frighten many seamen
in a good vessel, the youngest child, if very small, lies in its
mother's lap, from whence it cannot fall, though she is busy
fishing, as she sits in the bottom of the canoe, with her knees
up to her breast; thus, between her knees and body, the child is
secure. The men also dive and procure fish from the rocks under
water, where they often remain a considerable time; when rising,
to the surface they throw on shore what they have gained, to a
person who attends to dress it by broiling on a fire kept ready
for the purpose.

They have a curious way of catching birds. A native, will in
the heat of the sun lay down as if asleep, holding a bit of fish
in his hand; the bird seeing the bait, seizes on the fish, and
the native then catches it.
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A Native Family

The spirit of retaliation, and ideas of honor they entertain,
produces some singular circumstances, of which the following is
one: A native of Botany Bay had been beaten by two natives of
another tribe, one of these was in return to be beaten by him;
for this purpose a party attended over night at the edge of a
stream, near the settlement, to dance, which they continued doing
till past twelve o'clock: the man who was to be beat danced with
the rest, and then lay down among them. The next morning, while
he was asleep at the foot of a tree, the one who was to beat him
and another armed with spears and clubs, rushed on him; one threw
his spear at him, but missed his object, when the other gave him
two blows with his club. This awoke him, he got up, but being
unarmed, he sorrowfully hung down his head; no more blows were
given, and his enemy wiped the blood from his wounds with some
grass: after this they were friends, for having satisfied his
revenge he forgot the injury he formerly received.

The great trouble they have in obtaining fire makes them
seldom be without it; when it so happens, a number seat
themselves in a circle, and as it is a work of great labour each
takes a turn when the other is tired. It is performed by fixing
the cylindrical piece of wood in a hollow made in a plane, the
round part is then twirled round swiftly between both the hands,
sliding them up and down, and thus it goes round till the
wished-for fire is produced.

The men often singe the beard, which is deemed one of the most
painful operations they can undergo.

These people, whose natural capacity so little can be urged in
favour of, display in some cases extraordinary ingenuity, for
various figures have been discovered, cut on the surface of large
stones, representing themselves in different attitudes, their
canoes, fish, and animals; and when that rudeness of the
instruments, they must necessarily have used is considered, they
exhibit perhaps, generally speaking, as strong likenesses as many
portraits painted by our own artists in England.

The natives had no conception of boiling water originally, for
when the crew of a boat were boiling some fish, a native, while
our people were at a little distance, put his hand in to get some
fish, and was of course scalded, and much astonished.

Both the male and female natives are particularly filthy in
their food, indeed they care not what they devour, even the
vermin from the head and maggots from trees they deem a great
relish; and not content with what may come in their way by
chance, they throw pieces of wood at the end of a line into the
water to catch worms, maggots, and other vermin.

Though a trivial offence in their ideas justifies the murder
of each other, they highly reprobate the crime, when committed
without what they esteem a just cause, and the relations of the
slain seek redress by retaliation.

The colour of the natives, is by no means uniform, some are of
a copper colour, while others are perfectly black, but so filthy
are they in their persons that their appearance is generally that
of dirty black; when first born the skin is of a red hue, which
in a few weeks turns to the colour of the parents, and then it
never changes again.

DWELLINGS.

THOSE who repose on the soft pillow of ease will doubtless
pity the situation of these savages, to the regular-built house,
the protecting door, and the refreshing bed they are equally
strangers. The miserable huts in which these people exist are
made of the barks of trees, placed with both ends on the ground.
Those near the coast are larger than those in the woods, which
are generally formed only of one bark, and shelter one person,
while the large ones hold five or six. At the mouth of each
dwelling is, in most cases a nest of insects, drawn together by
the bones and remnants of their food, and close to the hut is the
fire which renders it smokey. Accidents by fire are frequent,
many burn their toes and legs while asleep, and so very difficult
are they to awaken, that a child is often seriously burnt while
sleeping in the arms of the mother. Excavations in the rocks,
also serve them for dwellings, which affords them protection,
from both wind and rain; in these caves they mix without
discrimination, and if undisturbed enjoy the comforts of
sleep.

These people certainly, have fewer ideas of building any place
to shelter them from the weather than any savages ever
discovered, for those who build the bark huts, are very few
compared to the whole. Generally speaking, they prefer the ready
made habitations they find in the rocks, which perfectly accords
with the roving manner in which they live, for they never stay
long in one situation, and as they travel in tribes together,
even making the bark huts would engage them more time than they
would be happy on one spot.

CHILDREN.

AMONG the natives of this country, neither the
midwife, or man-mid wife, would find any employ, for females
receive no assistance, and women only are suffered to be present,
as the children are suffered to come into the world by the
efforts of nature, and it is by no means uncommon to see the
woman a few hours after her delivery walking about as usual. The
new born infant is carried about a short time by the mother on a
piece of bark, till it acquires strength enough to set on her
shoulders with its legs round her neck, and lay hold of her hair
to keep itself up. The children are named after some fish, bird,
or beast. At an early age they have the ornaments of the hair
added to them, as well as those of clay on the skin.

JUVENILE SPORTS.

THE sports of the native children are miniature
exhibitions of the exercisers of men, from an early age they
practise the throwing the spear and defending themselves from it;
and almost from eight years old till they realize the scene, they
amuse themselves with stealing the females, as their fathers have
formerly their mothers, and treating them little better. These
are the sports of the youths; but they are employed assisting in
fishing and the chase at an early age.

Children feel themselves capable of receiving an insult, for
even if at play a blow or push of greater force than seems
requisite is given, they return one of the same kind with an
equal spirit of retaliation as the men. The children have a
talent for mimicry, in which they take great delight; the air of
a soldier, the importance of an officer, the skulking way of lazy
convicts, indeed every thing that passes they mimic with great
exactness, and if they succeed in endeavouring to please, and
draw forth the smile of approbation, they laugh themselves
immoderately.

DISPOSITIONS.

LAVATER himself would undoubtedly have been at
a loss to assign, any general national character in a case like
the present, for the dispositions of these people are
paradoxical; they are brutal and generous, selfish and liberal,
revengeful and forgiving, jealous and unsuspecting, courageous
and cowardly, open and cunning; with all these powerful
oppositions it is hard to give any general idea of national
character, at least any of a favourable kind. Their partiality to
revenge by murder, must ever be detestable to refined nations, as
well as the cruel manner in which men behave to the women; yet
they have constancy to endure pain, and courage to fight either
singly or in the field. There is little reason to suspect they
were honest before we came among them, or if they were, they
(like too many others, when opportunity offers) soon became,
expert thieves.

No strangers to falsehood and its effects on the minds of
others, they endeavour to impress all they say as truth, by
earnestly wishing us to believe that all we hear from others is
false. They are not insusceptible of friendship or of sorrow, but
neither is lasting; even the love of themselves extends no
further than the present instant, they know not of tomorrow. They
eat and sleep, they awake and seek food, though it is not
uncommon to make the female sit in their canoe to catch fish
while they sleep: thus at once shewing their absolute power and
indolence.

The kind submissive way in which they behave, on meeting any
of our people armed, would make any stranger think himself among
his friends, but if he meets the same people, when without arms,
he is nearly sure of being killed.

They have some little knowledge of astronomy, but of the form
of the earth they have none; and the sun they imagine returns by
night from the journey of the day.

The respect they pay to old age, from whatever cause it may
arise, is a credit to them, and they carry this to a great height
if the object happens to be blind, for in that case nobody is
suffered to stand before him, and when rowed in a canoe, the
rower is obliged to sit behind him.

Taking them thus, "with all their imperfections on their
heads", we have a right to presume that when equally enlightened,
they may become equally possessed of those refined
qualifications, which at present, render Europeans their
superiors.

DRESS.

THE females at an early age wear a little
apron, made from the skin of the opossum, or kangaroo cut into
slips, and hanging a few inches from the waist; this they wear
till they grow up and are taken by men, and then they are left
off: this is truly savage. It is curious that those parents who
think any clothing decent for their children, should afterwards
suffer them to go in a state of nature by setting the example
themselves.

The men and women seldom wear any thing on them, and though
clothes have often been given them; they are always thrown
away.

Some few who are in the habit of being much among us, do now
tie a kind of bandage round the waist; but these are so few as by
no means to entitle them to be considered as any thing more than
a nation of nasty naked savages.

PROPERTY.

THAT happiness is obliged to result from
property, is by no means true, for few savages have less to call
their own, than those of New South Wales, and yet they are
perfectly happy; this arises from only seeking what is requisite
to satisfy nature, and any thing more they will not keep; thus
the property these people possess are their canoes, spears,
shields, clubs, hatchets, fish-gigs, and lines; but some have
informed us of hereditary property which they have retained
undisturbed. The Goat Island, (called by them Memel), close to
Sydney Cove, was said to be the property of Bennillong's father;
on our settling there he called it his, and took great pleasure
in being there with his wife.

LANGUAGE.

THE impossibility of giving any perfect idea of
a savage language induces me to abandon such an attempt, but as
many of the natives' words must of necessity be introduced, they
will be explained as they occur.

The language certainly affords to the ear in many cases an
agreeable harmony, and as they generally suit their "actions to
their words", they are more intelligible than might be expected,
it is however to be lamented, that in these endeavours to be
understood, they too often lay aside "the modesty of Nature", and
thus they disgust and please at the same instant.

The natives imitate any thing said by the English very
correctly, indeed so much so, that they have even sung songs
after our people, though on the contrary we do not find it an
easy task to imitate them.

WEAPONS.

WEAPONS for offensive and defensive warfare, as
well as for fishing and the chase, have at all times been found
with savages.

Spears, throwing sticks, fish-gigs, shields, and clubs are
their weapons.

Of the spear they have eight sorts, exclusive of fish-gigs,
for each of which they have a separate name, differing only for
the purpose of distinguishing the number of barbed points.

In the use of these, they are very expert, often hitting the
object they aim at, from a distance of 50, 60, and 70 feet.

The throwing stick, is used in discharging the spear. This
instrument is from 2 to 3 feet in length, with a shell on one
end, and a hook on the other.

They have two sorts of shields, one made of bark and the other
of solid wood.

Of clubs they have various sorts, some are very large and
long, which strike with such violence, as often to fracture the
skull, and always bring a woman to the ground.

The stone hatchet must by no means be forgot, as this has
proved the most dreadful to our people. The stone which forms the
head is fastened to the wooden handle with gum.

Their instruments are generally ornamented with carved work,
executed in the best stile they are capable of, and painted with
red and white clay in the same way, as they decorate their
persons.
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Burning the Dead

FUNERAL RITES.

AMONG every class of human beings, death has a
serious effect on the mind, and every nation, either civilized or
savage, has a ceremony particularly solemn for the occasion;
whether this arises from the knowledge of revealed religion with
the enlightened, or from the finer feelings of a savage, who
knows that he can enjoy no future comforts, with a person he may
have been accustomed to live, it is equally entitled to our
respect, for it has an almost equal effect on the mind, and I am
confident, that the heart of a savage in New South Wales
generally feels an anguish on such occasions that would do
infinite credit to a polished European.

Those who die young, are consigned to the grave, but those who
have passed the middle age are burnt.

Previous to the body being either buried or burnt, it is
carried about in a canoe on mens' shoulders, preceded by others
who carry tufts of grass in their hands; the head of the corpse
is carried foremost, and when it passes any hut the deceased has
been accustomed to frequent, a child is taken up in the arms of a
man and presented towards the corpse as a mark of respect. When
the body reaches the place of interment, it is deposited in a
grave about six inches deep, strewed with grass and leaves; on
laying the corpse in the grave great care is taken to place it so
that the sun may look at it as he passes. The grave is then
covered in, and boughs and grass laid on the top, and over that
they lay a log of wood. Thus every rite performed, some of the
men lay an injunction on the women to prevent their eating any
fish or meat that day. During the whole ceremony, the name of the
deceased is never mentioned, and the night after, two natives sit
up to watch the grave.

And when the body is to be burnt, the ceremony is the same
till it reaches the grave, in which is laid twigs and brush-wood,
large logs being piled round it, about three feet high; some
grass is spread over the pile, the body is then put on it, with
its head to the North; logs of wood arc then placed over the
whole, which is instantly set fire to and consumed. The next day
the ashes are raked together, covered with mould, over which is
placed the bark of a tree.

They have a truly horrid accompaniment to these ceremonies,
when a mother leaves a young child, and no one can be found to
nurse and suckle it, which is, for the father, or nearest
relation, to place the child in the grave directly after the
mother, and dashing a large stone on the infant, the grave is
instantly covered up by the natives, and thus both are burnt
together. To this cause may be partly assigned the great want of
population among the natives. This cruel ceremony is however
never performed if any nurse can be found, or any person will
engage to become its father, though its real father is alive: a
man thus agreeing to become a father to the child, in case of the
mother's death, reminds me nearly of what we call godfathers,
only with this truly essential difference; that the savage
godfathers, as I shall call them, of New South Wales, really do
their duty, while the European godfathers, like greater savages,
let them, generally speaking, take their chance in the world.

GOVERNMENT.

THE natives live in a state of Nature and
acknowledge one authority. They are divided into families, and
the senior exacts compliance from the rest. This was soon
discovered after our arrival, for when we met a family unknown to
us the oldest advanced to speak to us, and to these old men they
apply the name of (Be-anna) or father, by which name they called
Governor Phillip, and all those, they saw our people pay
obedience to. When any of these elders came among us, it was
instantly wispered, with an eagerness which drew our attention,
and impressed on our minds an idea that we beheld some one of
consequence.

Each of the families into which the natives are divided, have
a nominal place of residence though they seldom stay long there
at one time, and from this is derived the tribes name.

The tribe of Cam-mer-ray, is the most powerful and numerous,
obliging the others to do as they like; they are more robust than
the others, and it is this tribe who are the operators in
extracting the tooth, from the natives.

All great contests are decided, when these persons of the
Cam-mer-ray tribe are present.

Yet all this respect, the other inhabitants pay to those of
Cam-mer-ray, seems to arise from their vast superiority of
numbers; and this is not the only part of the world where numbers
have gained power over few; but seldom are they like the
Cam-mer-ray tribe content, with the tribute of a single tooth
from each of the vanquished.

RELIGION.

MOST countries have a religion of some kind,
but the inhabitants of New South Wales have naturally none; they
have no object on their minds that impels them to good actions or
deters them from bad; they have a confused idea of a future
state, but it by no means affects their actions. Some think they
go over the great water, meaning the sea, when they die, and
others expect to go to the skies where they came from, and that
in the shape of little children, in which shape they will
reappear in this world at some future time. That they well know
the difference between right and wrong, as far as concerns this
world, is evident, for if any body does them an injury they
exclaim wee-re (bad); but if any person does them a service
bood-jer-re (good). This proves they not only understand a
difference, but have words to express it.

DISEASES.

IN all ages diseases have been the companions
of mortals, and the natives of New South Wales have their share;
most nations have their cures, and all attempt to cure the
maladies by which they suffer. A pain in the belly, they cured
formerly by breathing on the hand to warm it and applying it to
the part affected, singing a suitable song to the occasion, and
keeping the mouth near the affected part, frequently stopping to
blow on it, and making a noise, after blowing, like the barking
of a dog; but our settling there rendered this useless, as
tincture of rhubarb saves this trouble.

In 1789, a disorder in appearance like the small-pox, raged
with incredible violence. Some Gentlemen of the colony took a
native to the beach to find his former companions, and so much,
did his agony and expression affect them, that it will never be
effaced from their minds; with an anxious eve he searched round
every cove, no print of a human foot was to be seen on the sand;
the caves in the rocks were now the tombs of the dead, and not
one living soul was to be seen—all had flown—in the
silent agony of grief he lifted up his hands, and then exclaimed,
"all dead! all dead!" and in mournful sorrow again hung down his
head, nor did he lift it up again during the excursion. This poor
fellow at length suffered the fate of his companions, for on some
of the natives being brought to the Colony, he caught the disease
and died. With such violence did this disorder rage, that the
country seemed desolate, and one whole tribe of natives were
swept off except, three persons.

It is remarkable that though Sydney was full of children at
that time, and they visited those natives that were ill, not one
caught it.

Those on the coast have a disorder very much like the itch,
sometimes it is very general; in 1791, it raged so much that many
came to the colony in a shocking state, and every native seen,
had it with more or less violence.

The venereal disease, there is every reason to imagine they
were not ignorant of before they knew us, but if they were, our
arrival will account for its appearance shortly after, though
every care on the part of the Governor was taken to prevent it.
However an intercourse between the people soon took place, a
native, woman had a child by a white man; but perceiving the
child incline more to white, than the colour of her other
children, she held the little unfortunate over the fire in the
smoke, rubbing dirt and oil over its body, to give it the
wished-for hue.

When they have a pain in any part, they tie a ligature very
tight round the part, and thus stopping the circulation of the
blood, give ease to the part affected.

SUPERSTITION.

THAT these people should be superstitious must
be naturally expected; they are certainly superior to brutes, and
all those in the intermediate steps from ignorance to knowledge
must ever be so, and perhaps there are many who value their own
refined knowledge, that are not totally free from this weakness.
The Cam-mer-ray car-rah-dy (priest) who performed the operation
of producing the bone in the tooth-drawing ceremony, would alone
establish the fact, but others as strong can be produced.

A native who had been wounded by a spear met with one of these
conjurors before it was Well, who made him believe he had still
the barb in his side; however to shew his vast power, he
pretended to take out what was not there, and sent the poor
fellow away satisfied with his great importance.

One of the female natives who lived in the Colony had been out
and returned ill, though nothing seemed to be the matter with
her; but she said one of the Cam-mer-ray women had made water in
a path, she was obliged to come over, and this made her ill;
however it had such an effect on her weak mind that she did not
recover, though Mr. White kindly bled her in the arm; but the
disease which superstition caused was overcome by the same
weakness, which was effected by her being placed on the ground,
and a string tied round her head, the other end of the line was
taken by a girl, who rubbed her lips with it till they bled; this
she spit into some water on one side of her, while the poor girl
round whose head the string went, imagined; it came from her,
conveyed by the string.

They never broil fish at night, because they think the wind
will blow a contrary way to what they want it.

They will not whistle under a rock, having a tradition, that
some of the natives did, while feasting under one, and it fell
from a great height and crushed them to death.

After these it is hardly requisite to say, that they believe
in spirits. An apparition, they say, advances slowly, with its
hand in a line with its face, and seizes the person it intends to
visit by the throat.

The repository of the dead, and even the darkness of the night
are too powerful for their fears.

Those indeed who can encounter these seeming perils, are
esteemed proper persons to become Car-rah-dys.

The shooting of a star, and thunder and lightning they fear
much.
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Courtship

LOVE AND MARRIAGE.

THOSE who delight in sentimental love tales,
will probably be disgusted with the male natives of New South
Wales, for their conduct to women renders them considerably
inferior to the brute creation; indeed nothing but having
promised to give a faithful account of all their customs, induces
me to state what I now find become my duty.

Strangers to the finer passions, they seek only the
gratification of their brutal desires, yet like other savages
they have customs peculiar to themselves on these occasions. In
obtaining a female partner the first step they take, romantic as
it may seem, is to fix on some female of a tribe at enmity with
their own, this done, the lover, as we must now esteem him, seeks
to find his intended unprotected by her friends, when he steals
upon the unsuspecting woman. The monster then stupefies her with
blows, which he inflicts with his club, on her head, back, neck,
and indeed every part of her body, then snatching up one of her
arms, he drags her, streaming with blood from her wounds, through
the woods, over stones, rocks, hills, and logs, with all the
violence and determination of a savage, till he reaches his
tribe, when a scene takes place with the relation of which, I
shall neither stain my pages, or offend the reader. The woman
thus violated becomes the wife of the ravisher, and is admitted
into her husband's tribe.

The tribe of the female, by the favourite plan of retaliation,
redress this outrage, but the female herself seems contented, and
seldom, leaves her husband or his tribe for another.

The women are kept in the greatest subjection by the men. If a
tribe is travelling and meets any of our people, the women are
made to retire to a distance, from which they are not suffered to
advance till ordered; and on any occasion the slightest offence
given to the husband is punished with the blow of the club, which
never fails to cause a stream of blood, and very often a
fractured skull: yet this inhuman practice appears rather to
strengthen the wife's attachment than weaken it, and the very
wounds are shewn as marks of honour.

In some very few cases, the wives return this usage, and after
such an engagement they live together the same as before. The
analogy there is between savages and the lower classes of people
in all countries, is here too obvious to escape attention.

The men do not confine themselves to one wife, but the women
revenge this by retaliation, and often by murder.

That the females are not devoid of art, the following anecdote
will form a pleasing illustration: A female fell in love with the
great coat of the Governor, and used a variety of means to obtain
it; she first danced, playing many antic tricks; this not
effecting it, she attacked the Governor with tears, and this
failing, she ceased and then became as merry as any around
her.

Though chastity is not one of the virtues they boast, there
are some few who seem ashamed to be naked before us; though when
among the natives they are indifferent in this respect.

That even genuine love in all its native purity has been
discovered among them, the reader will be convinced by the
following little narrative, which happened in the neighbourhood
of Paramatta, and I am well acquainted with the young man, who
belonged to a tribe near Paramatta, he was about twenty three
years old, had two sisters, one about twenty and the other only
fourteen. One day when he returned from hunting the kangaroo, his
sisters did not meet him as usual on his approach to the cave, so
imagining they were gone to procure water or roots, he without
going in, being fatigued, sat down at the foot of a tree to wait
their return. The sun was now withdrawing itself, and the dark
mantle of night with rapid strides began to cover the horizon;
now the vivid lightning with its forked forms bespoke the
impending storm; in a few moments the rain poured rapidly clown
and drove my hero from the foot of the tree to his cave, but
scarce had he reached it before another flash of lightning shewed
to his distressed eyes the form of his youngest sister bleeding
on the ground; troubled as he was before at the warring of the
elements, his agony was now increased ten-fold; kneeling down he
endeavoured to make her rise; but alas! she was incapable of
hearing him, for she was senseless: discovering this he hastened
to procure, a little water, and as he washed her face with it she
returned to life.—"Oh! my dear brother, cried she, our
sister is torn from us, and I narrowly escaped being murdered for
trying to prevent it; the wretch after beating her with his club,
caught up one arm to drag her out of our cave, and I laid hold of
the other to detain her, but the instant the brute saw this, with
one blow of his club he knocked me to the ground, where you have
now found me." As she ended this narrative the tears run down her
cheeks, and her brother could not refrain accompanying her,
meditating revenge, and planning its execution; they passed the
night in melancholy conversation, and soon as the returning sun
enabled them, they sought together the tribe of the offender.
After a journey quickened by haste to revenge, they reached the
neighbourhood of the tribe they sought; when at a little
distance, he saw the sister of the very savage who had stolen his
sister, she was leaving her tribe to pick up some sticks for a
fire; (this was indeed a fine opportunity for revenge) so making
his sister hide herself, he flew to the young woman and lifted up
his club to bring her to the ground, and thus satisfy his
revenge. The victim trembled, yet knowing his power she stood
with all the fortitude she could, lifting up her eyes they, came
in contact with his, and such was the enchanting beauty of her
form that he stood an instant motionless to gaze on it. The poor
thing saw this, and dropped on her knees to implore his pity, but
before she could speak, his revenge softened into love; he threw
down his club, and clasping her in his arms vowed eternal
constancy; his pity gained her love, thus each procured a mutual
return. Then calling his sister, she would have executed her
revenge, but for her brother; who told her she was now his wife.
On my hero asking after his sister, his new wife said she was
very ill but would soon be better; and she excused her brother
because the means he had taken were the customary ones of
procuring a wife: "but you", said she, "have more white heart,
(meaning he was more like the English) you no beat me; me love
you; you love me; me love your sisters; your sisters love me; my
brother no good man." This artless address won both their hearts,
and now all three live in one hut, which I enabled them to make
comfortable, within half a mile of my own house. I have taught
all three to read decently, and hope they will continue to
cherish those seeds of virtue I have laboured to impress on their
minds.

This little anecdote I have given as the young man related it
to me; it affected me much, and perhaps I have lost much of the
simplicity.

The females of New South Wales are in many cases found to be
at the head of the quarrels, and in these they mix with the men
and do their part in the battle, indeed on some settled contests
the women begin the affray. It is to this fondness for masculine
avocations, that must be attributed the many quarrels which
continually happen among them.
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TO carry into effect the sentences of Criminal
Courts, which assigns to convicted guilt, a temporary or total
exile from the country whose laws it violates, the English
Government deemed New South Wales a proper spot to found a
Colonial Establishment for the purpose.

1786-7.]

In the year 1786, the Commissioners of the Navy contracted for
a number of vessels to convey convicts to Botany Bay. The ships
for the transports were properly fitted up, and the store ships
had provisions for two years, and tools of every description put
on board.

Capt. Arthur Phillip hoisted a pendant on board the Sirius of
20 guns, 520 tons burden, lying at Deptford, on the 24th of
October, John Hunter Esq. was appointed as a Second Captain to
her, for as Capt. Phillip was to hold the high office of Governor
over the intended Colony, a Second Captain was requisite to
command her in his absence. As the Sirius was going on particular
service she was not confined in her establishment, having 2
captains, 3 lieutenants, a master, purser, surgeon and two mates,
a boatswain, gunner, and a detachment of marines The Supply brig
was commissioned as an armed tender, commanded by Lieutenant
Henry Lidgbird Ball. The Sirius with this ship completed their
equipment, and droped down from Deptford to Long Reach, on the
10th of December, and there took in powder, guns, and other
stores. Some transports here joined them, and on the 30th of
January, 1787, on the arrival of orders, they sailed for
Spithead, but owing to foul weather did not reach it till the
latter end of February. On the 5th of March the orders for
embarkation arrived, and then to join the other ships at
Mother-bank, after taking the convicts and troops on board. On
the 7th of March, Capt. Phillip came to command his fleet, at the
Mother-bank, wishing to lose no time as the wind now served. The
signal for sailing was made on Thursday the 10th; some of the men
wishing to be paid up to the time of their sailing, demurred to
proceed, so that Captain Phillip ordered such as refused to be
put on board the Hyæna frigate, and to have in exchange the
same number of her crew, and as she was to accompany the fleet to
a given distance, they might be re-exchanged. This obstacle being
removed, and the crews of the Sirius and Supply having received
the usual two months advance of wages, the men of war and some
transports got under sail to drop clown to St. Helen's and
proceed to sea, but were unable to pass through the needles till
the next morning.

The following are the vessels names, their tonnage, and the
number of persons they had on board destined for the Colony;












	Name.
	Tons.
	Males.
	Females.
	Children.
	Total.



	
———————

	———
	————
	————
	————
	———



	Prince of Wales
	334
	35
	50
	
	85



	Charlotte
	346
	134
	20
	
	154



	Lady Penrhyn
	338
	7
	101
	
	108



	Scarborough
	418
	240
	
	
	240



	Alexander
	453
	229
	
	
	229



	Friendship Snow
	228
	122
	49
	27
	198



	Store Ships
	
	
	
	
	



	Fishbourne
	378
	
	
	
	



	Borrowdale
	272
	
	
	
	



	Golden Grove
	331
	1
	2
	
	3



	
———————

	———
	————
	————
	————
	———



	Total
	3098
	768
	222
	27
	1017



	
———————

	———
	————
	————
	————
	———





and the Sirius had on board the Major Commandant of the
Marines, who was Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony, the Adjutant
and Quarter-Master, the Judge-Advocate, Capt. Collins, and the
Commissary; with 1 serjeant, 3 drummers, 7 privates, 4 women, and
a few artificers.

All the transports as well as the ships of war, were stored in
every part with provisions, implements of agriculture, clothing
for the convicts, &c. &c.

To prevent any separation, Capt. Phillip established day and
night signals, and he allowed the Masters, to suffer a number of
convicts to come upon deck in the day time, for the preservation
of their health. The Lady Penrhyn and the Charlotte proved heavy
sailors, but to prevent a separation, the Sirius shortened sail
every evening, and during the night carried a light in the
main-top. On the 15th they found five persons were left behind,
to supply which loss as many men came from the Hyæna. On
the 16th they cleared the Channel. Four days had not expired from
leaving the Channel, when a mutiny was discovered, by one of the
convicts. Capt. Phillip ordered the two principles to be brought
on board the Sirius, where they had two dozen lashes each. The
Hyæna was now sent off with letters for England, but the
five men lent for those left behind, chose rather to proceed with
the fleet than return. On the 24th they made the latitude of Cape
Ortugal. The Supply was now ordered to keep six miles a head in
the day, and two during the night, as they expected to see land
the next day, which proved the case, as early next morning the
signal to that effect was made by her, and at noon they were by
the rocks called the Deserters; and on the 31st off the Canary
Islands, distant about three leagues from Madeira. On the 3d of
June they saw the Island of Teneriffe ahead, and at seven in the
evening the fleet came to an anchor in the road of Santa Cruz.
While we lay here, one Powers, a convict, made his escape from
the Alexander in a small boat; he was however retaken and kept in
irons. Having finished getting provisions and water, on the 10th
the fleet got under weigh, on the 15th they crossed the Tropic of
Cancer with a steady wind. On the 14th of July the fleet crossed
the Equator, in the 26th degree of East Longitude; and only two
accidents happened in their passage to the Brazils, a seaman fell
overboard and was drowned, and a female convict was killed by a
boat falling off the booms. On the 2d of August the Coast of
South America was in sight, and on the 4th they anchored within
the Islands at the entrance of the harbour of Rio de Janeiro. The
passage from Teneriffe, though a long one, was attended with no
disease. During their stay here the convicts had an allowance of
rice, oranges, and vegetables, and every care was taken to enable
them to withstand the scurvy; and during the whole passage the
Rev. Mr. Johnson performed duty every Sunday.

On Tuesday, the 4th of September, the Harbour-master took
charge of the Sirius over the bar, from this to Friday, the 14th,
the wind blew hard, when it became calm till the 16th, and then
it again sprung up, but by the Lady Penrhyn and other transports
inattention to signals we could not make sail in time. On the
19th a convict was drowned by falling overboard. On the 4th of
October thirty convicts were reported to be ill, some of them
dangerously. Four seamen from the Alexander, were sent on board
the Sirius, for having entered into a combination to release some
of the convicts, while the ship should be at the Cape of Good
Hope. On the 13th, the fleet came to anchor in Table Bay; on the
15th Governor Phillip, and the principal Officers went on shore,
to pay their respects to the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope,
and to request those stores, seeds, &c. requisite. While the
fleet lay here the carpenters prepared as many stalls for the
reception of cattle as room could be found for, and on the 8th of
November, 3 mares, 3 colts, 1 stallion, 7 cows, 1 bull, 1
bull-calf, with a good assortment of sows, boars, goats, ewes,
and rams, &c. were received on board the various ships as
live-stock for the Colony. During this long stay the whole fleet
had the benefit of fresh provisions and vegetables. Every article
wanted being now procured, on the 12th, by signal, they all
weighed anchor.

1788.]

For some time after they left the Cape the wind blew fresh.
Capt. Phillip on the 16th made known his intention of leaving the
fleet, and going forward in the Supply, that he might arrive in
time to fix on, and clear, a proper spot for the settlement,
previous to the arrival of the remainder of the fleet. In
consequence of this determination, on the 25th Capt. Phillip went
on board the Sirius, and with the Alexander, Scarborough, and
Friendship transports quitted the fleet. On the 4th of January,
1788, the Sirius made preparations for falling in with land. On
Monday, the 7th, about ten in the forenoon, the fleet was 17
leagues from the South Cape of New Holland, and at five minutes
past two the signal for seeing land was made. The Mewston and
Swilly Rocks soon became visible, and the fleet with fair weather
stood along shore, distant only about three miles from New
Holland. The Land now appeared high, rocky, and barren. Over the
South Cape it seemed woody, the coast was irregular, with low
points forming creeks and bays. The Golden Grove in the night of
the 9th shipped a sea, with a confused heavy swell, though it was
a calm at the time, which circumstance has occurred to other
ships in nearly the same situation. On the following day, at two
o'clock, a squall took the Sirius, arid did her considerable
damage; the slowness of their progress along the coast made it
the 19th before they reached the Red Point. In the evening they
saw the entrance into Botany Bay, but too late for the transports
to enter that night. In the course of the night the whole fleet
was carried Southward as far as a clump of trees called
Post-Down-Clump; but as a breezy sprung up, they soon regained
the lost distance, and at ten minutes before eight in the
morning, the Sirius came to an anchor in Botany Bay, and by nine
o'clock all the transports were safe in.

This voyage, on the termination of which many doubts must have
arisen in the onset, was providentially compleated in eight
months and a week, during which time, the fleet sailed 5021
leagues, and at length rested, only a few days sail from the
antipodes of their native country, and during the whole passage
only 32 had died, though many were sickly on leaving England. But
the good quality of the provisions, aided by the refreshments
they received at Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope,
rendered the fleet healthy.

On the Sirius anchoring, Captain Hunter was informed that the
Supply only arrived two days previous to the fleet; and the
transports which sailed with the Supply only the day before.
Governor Phillip had not lost an instant from the time he
arrived, in searching for a proper spot to found the settlement;
but to all he had yet seen there were many objections; indeed, a
place could hardly be found big enough for all to sit down. The
shore round Point Sutherland was good, but there no fresh water
could be found except what came from a marsh. Port Jackson and
Broken Bay were now to be examined, for which purpose the
Governor with Capt. Hunter, Captain Collins (the Judge-Advocate,)
a Lieutenant, the Master of the Sirius, and a few marines,
embarked in 3 boats. The Governor leaving orders for clearing the
ground at Point Sutherland in his absence. These 3 boats
presently drew the attention of the natives, who as they went
along the coast, shouted "warre, warre, warre",(that is "go away,
go away, go away"), though, those about Botany Bay by no means
looked on them, as enemies either of their country or themselves.
The coast round Port Jackson promised little, but disappointed
them, by soon shewing, a fine harbour capable of affording ample
security for a large fleet. On one of the coves of this, it was
resolved to fix the Colony, and having examined it, the Governor
and his party returned to Botany Bay.

Lieut. King, in the absence of the Governor, found nothing to
induce the latter, to alter the determination he had made to fix
at Port Jackson, and the removal would have taken place the next
morning, had not two strange sail appeared about day light; these
surprized us, till we ascertained they were the Boussole and
Astrolabe, on their return from a voyage of discovery from
France, under M. de la Perouse. As Capt. Hunter was working the
Sirius out of Botany Bay as M. de la Perouse entered, they had
hardly time to speak. Governor Phillip, with a party of
artificers taken from the convicts and seamen of the Sirius, and
a few marines, arrived at Port Jackson on the 25th, and on the
next day, ground enough was cleared to encamp the Governor's
guard. The convicts landed that morning near a stream of fresh
water, at the head of a cove. On this first inhabited spot, from
that time tranquillity ceased, and the foundation of a new
country usurped the seat of silence. The whole party that had
arrived, were assembled this evening on the point, where they
landed, on which was erected a flagstaff, the Union-Jack was
displayed, and the marines fired several vollies; between these,
the healths of the Royal Family, and success to the New Colony,
were drank by the Governor and Officers, and to conclude the
evening, the Sirius and convoy, arrived from Botany Bay. Thus
closed the voyage to New South Wales, with all the good fortune
that could be wished, and with considerably more than might
reasonably be expected. Next day the disembarkment commenced, and
continued till all the convicts and troops were landed. The
confusion that must take place on such an occasion, is hardly to
be described, for literally speaking, every man stepped out of a
boat into a wood; various parties were variously employed, few
were seen, but most heard; some clearing ground, some pitching
tents, others bringing up stores, in short, confusion was the
order of the day; but as the woods were felled, and ground
cleared, the encampments regularly extended, the whole bore
something like form. The Governor's house, which was made of
canvass, and brought over on purpose, was put up on the East side
of Sydney Cove, and a small body of convicts were placed in tents
near it. The marines were placed at the head of the cove, and on
the West side the main body of convicts. The women disembarked on
the 6th of February, when every person belonging to the
settlement landed. Tents were provided for the sick, which number
we found with concern increase; the scurvy and dissentry now
broke out and several died. Wild celery, spinage, and parsley
grew about the settlement, which all were glad to use in their
messes. The live-stock was landed, on the East point of the cove,
when having cropped the pasturage, they were removed, to the head
of the adjoining cove, which was cleared for a farm, to be under
the direction of a person, the Governor brought out.

His Excellency ordered some ground on the East side of his
house, to be cleared for the purpose of receiving the plants,
&c. from Rio-de-Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. They were
then brought on shore, and in a short time every eye was
gratified with seeing the fig, orange, pear, grape, and apple
take root in New South Wales.

The Governor ordered his Majesty's commission, which appointed
him to be, his "Captain General and Governor in Chief, in and
over the Territory of New South Wales and its Dependencies", to
be read in public, together with the Letters Patent for
establishing Civil and Criminal Courts in the territory, which
was now found to extend from Cape York, the extremity of the
coast to the North, in the latitude of 20°. 37'. South, to
the South Cape, the Southern extremity of the coast, in the
latitude of 43°. 39'. South, and inland to the Westward as
far as 135°. of East longitude, comprehending all the islands
adjacent, in the Pacific Ocean within the latitude of the before
mentioned Capes.

The ceremony of reading these instruments was performed, with
great dignity, by Captain Collins, the Judge-Advocate, after
which the Governor addressed himself to the convicts, and assured
them, that he should ever be ready to encourage those who might
deserve it; but, on the contrary, those who acted in opposition
to propriety, would inevitably meet the punishment they deserved;
nor did he close without shewing them, how much it was both their
duty and interest, to forget the ways in which they had lived,
and to become good, honest, and industrious members of the
community. At the end of his affectionate address three vollies
were fired, after which he received the honours due to his rank
on the parade, and entertained all the officers and gentlemen of
the settlement under a tent pitched on purpose.

On mustering the convicts in the morning, nine were found
absent, for notwithstanding every care that could be taken, so
ignorant were they, that fearless of danger, some of them
intreated, but in vain, to be taken on board the French ships in
Botany Bay. For want of proper persons being sent out to act as
overseers, the convicts could not be kept to work, as those who
overlooked them, were only such convicts as behaved well on the
voyage, so that having participated in the vices of others, they
had neither inclination or power to exact obedient conduct.
Thefts now began to be discovered, and many tools secreted; these
evils resulted in a great measure, from the sailors bringing
spirits on shore, which even punishment could not prevent. The
Criminal Court, was assembled on the 11th of February, for the
trial of prisoners. One for an assault, was sentenced to have 150
lashes; the next for robbing another convict of biscuit, was to
be confined on a rocky island for a week, on bread and water; and
the third, for stealing a plank, was sentenced to receive 50
lashes, but was pardoned.

It is too frequently found that mercy is abused, and that a
merciful judge encreases the number of criminals; this was
shortly exemplified, for in less than a month four more were
tried for a still greater offence, which was robbing the store of
provisions; thus at once destroying the support of the whole, and
at the very time when the officer and the convict had the same
allowance of provisions. The charge being proved, one man, James
Barrett, suffered death, his confederates were banished, and one
sentenced to have 300 lashes was pardoned, and one who was tried
the next day was pardoned on condition of becoming executioner to
the colony.

The Letters Patent, authorized proceeding in a more summary
way than in the realms of Great Britain. The Criminal Court was
to consist of the Judge-Advocate, and six Officers of the Sea or
Land Service, and to hear, determine and punish all offences
committed in the Colony, according to the laws of England. The
charges to be exhibited in writing by the Judge-Advocate, and
witnesses to be examined on oath, both for and against the
prisoner, and the court to adjudge whether guilty or not, by a
majority; but in cases of death there must be five concur in the
opinion of his guilt, and the sentences so pronounced to have the
effect of a verdict from a Jury, and the Provost Martial to cause
the judgment of the Court to be executed according to the
Governor's warrant.

The Civil Court consists of the Judge-Advocate and two
inhabitants of the settlement, appointed by the Governor, which
Court hears and decides all pleas of lands, houses, debts, and
contracts, and all personal pleas, with power to summon the
parties, to examine such complaint by witnesses on oath, and
issue execution under the hand of the Judge-Advocate, and any
body aggrieved may appeal to the Governor, and if the amount
exceeds 300l. to the King himself in Council. This Court
has likewise a power to grant probates of wills and
administration of personal estates acquired in the country.

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Judge-Advocate are
constituted Justices of the Peace, and the Governor is empowered
to make such other persons Justices of the Peace as he may think
proper.

Augustus Alt, Esq. Surveyor General, was the first sworn into
this office, to sit with the Judge-Advocate and determine on, and
punish such causes as were of two little importance to bring
before a Criminal Court.

Besides the other powers of the Governor, he was Vice-Admiral
of the territory, and could assemble Courts Martial, and confirm
and set aside sentences. Capt. Collins, the Judge-Advocate to the
Settlement, had also a warrant giving him the same important
office to the marine detachment.

The Lieutenant Governor is Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court,
for the trial of offences committed on the High Seas.

Thus, effectual means were provided to punish offenders, and
as the various Courts could be assembled when wanted, that loss
of time and labour was saved, which would otherwise have taken
place.

The allowance of provisions was now the following weekly
ration, to each male 7lbs. of biscuit, 1lb. of flour, 7lbs. of
beef or 4lbs. of pork, 3 pints of pease, and 6 ounces of butter;
and two thirds of this quantity to the female convicts, which
ought certainly to have afforded of itself perfect security to
the store: but the Government had to deal with those who no
consequences, would deter from the commission of crimes, and who
no reward could induce to do right.

As the safety of the stores, constituted the preservation of
the colony, ground was cleared and houses began to hold them.
This was done by the convicts, and as a temptation to work they
had a quantity set them, which done, they were allowed time to
collect materials to build huts for themselves, but this few
profited by, prefering idleness, and many thinking to escape if
they could get on board, daily visited the ships of the French in
Botany Bay; but M. de la Perouse gave no countenance to their
requests, but threatened to drive them away by force.

In February the Supply sailed from Port Jackson, as the
Governor was instructed, for the purpose of growing flax, to form
a settlement at Norfolk Island, on which expedition he sent
Lieut. King, first making him a Justice of the Peace, as
Commandant, a surgeon, a petty officer, two soldiers, nine male
and six female convicts, and two persons who boasted a knowledge
of the flax dressing business. They had likewise tools, farming
implements, and provisions for six months. The situation of
Norfolk Island is in latitude of 29°. South, and in longitude
160°. 10'. East of Greenwich.

Lieut. Dawes, of the Marines, was by the Board of Longitude
ordered to make observations in New South Wales, for which
purpose the Board sent out proper instruments, and shortly after
their arrival an observatory was begun, under this Gentleman's
direction. On a survey of the harbour being made by Captain
Hunter, it was found to exceed the extent imagined to the
Westward, and the country was found to be even better there than
near the settlement, During this survey Capt. Hunter saw many of
the natives, who left him in a friendly way, as he treated them
with his usual cheerful manners.

Least the loose way in which the natives left their spears,
fish-gigs, and other little property about, should tempt the
convicts or others to make free with any thing, the Governor
strictly ordered no one to take them, as it was his earnest wish,
and constant endeavour to keep up a friendly intercourse with
them. During the first six weeks of our residence, we received a
visit from only two natives, who came and staid a short time,
every thing they saw they admired, and on giving each a hatchet,
we found they understood the use of it.

It is to be lamented that the orders of the Governor had
little effect, for the convicts lost no opportunity of taking all
they could find from the natives, which made them resist an
attempt a boat's crew made to land in one of the coves, and
shortly after a few landed on Garden Island, where a garden was
making, and watching their opportunity, ran away with the tools
of our men, who then fired at them, and hitting one with small
shot, the axe was dropped, but with the rest they escaped. M. de
la Perouse likewise was obliged to fire on the natives, for
annoying his people while on shore. These circumstances
attributed to the termination of that intercourse Governor
Phillip was so desirous to cultivate.

Several couples signified their wish to marry, and they were
never refused, unless proof was given that either had a husband
or wife living on leaving England, and some expecting to have
received a portion of liberty for marrying, finding themselves
disappointed, wished to be restored to their former state.

Important as the business was in which the whole colony was
engaged, divine service was regularly performed on Sundays, all
the convicts attending, and a detachment of marines with their
arms; and it was with pleasure observed, that all behaved with
the greatest attention and respect.

[The following inserted into 2nd Edition]


[A New South Wales Almanack, for the year 1811, has
been published in that settlement, containing, among other
matters, lists of the civil and military establishments. A pearl
fishery has also been discovered by Captain Campbell, and is
situated to the Eastward of Otaheite. The pearl oyster shells are
worth in this country about £140 per ton; and in China they
bring 20 dollars a pickel (133 lbs.) The natives dive for them,
and generally obtain five tons daily.



Capt. Campbell formerly commanded the Harrington brig, which
traded to the East Indies, and was taken possession of by some
convicts, and carried out of Port Jackson. By this seizure he
sustained a loss of £4000.



Great improvements have taken place since the accession of Col.
Macquarrie to the government. The large town of Sydney is now
planned and laid out in regular streets, and divided into
districts, with head-boroughs, sub-constables, watchmen, &c.
Mr. D'Arcy Wentworth has been appointed the head of the police.
Five townships have been laid out on the Hawkesbury and George
Rivers, to be called Windsor, Richmond, Wilberforce, Pitt, and
Castlereagh. The roads from Sydney to Paramatta and Hawkesbury,
which were scarcely passable, have been repaired, bridges thrown
over the small streams, and turnpikes established. No fears of a
scarcity of provisions were to be apprehended, vast quantities of
cattle being reared, and the store-houses being filled with
grain. Butchers' meat was from 1s. to 1s. 3d. per lb. and the
supply of the colony equal to its consumption, without assistance
from the mother country. Wool was likely to be their first staple
of commerce. Settlers of good character were furnished with
live-stock from the government stores, on consideration of paying
the value, in money or grain, in 18 months. The population of
Sydney is estimated at 10,000 souls, of which number 8,000 have
been sent from England as convicts. Governor Macquarrie was
indefatigable in reforming public morals, both by example and
precept, and in checking drunkenness, concubinage, and other
vices which were too prevalent.



A singular advantage to the Colony is the introduction of
cotton-trees, by a French emigrant Colonel, named De la Clampe,
who, having fled to England during the revolution, was permitted
by Government to go out to the Colony. When M. Peron visited the
settlement, he says, "Of all which De la Clampe pointed out,
nothing so forcibly excited my attention as a beautiful
plantation of cotton, and cocoa-trees, in a very flourishing
condition. M. de la Clampe assured me, that by a series of
tedious and very nice experiments, he had succeeded in raising
cotton-trees, yielding cotton of various shades, and especially
that peculiar to the fine nankeens of China, a fast colour
hitherto not obtained, whether by dint of culture or by dyeing.
'Either I am much mistaken,' said the Colonel, 'or in a short
time I shall have created two branches of commerce and
exportation for this Colony of the greatest value:—I have
but this means left of acquitting the sacred debt I owe to a
nation which gave me shelter in the hour of misfortune; and I am
the more impatient for the moment which will enable me to satisfy
this first desire of my heart, as a testimony of gratitude like
this will best agree with my sentiments of delicacy and
patriotism.'"]
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IN the beginning of February, the Colony
suffered great inconvenience from the rain, and on the 6th, 2
lambs, 6 sheep, and a pig, were destroyed by lightning, at the
foot of a tree. In the beginning of March, the Governor took an
excursion for a few days, under the idea of finding several spots
of good land, near Broken Bay, but without success. The weather
became now equally averse to labour and health, the sick list
amounted to 200; for the reception of these a building was
erected, one ward for the troops, and a second for the convicts.
Barracks likewise were began for the detachment, but all building
was retarded, by the bad quality of the wood, which was both
shakey and rotten.

The French now departed from Botany Bay, but previous to their
sailing buried the Abbe Le Receveur, not far from where their
tents were erected, and on the tree at the foot of which he was
laid, were nailed two pieces of board, with the following
inscription:

Hic jacet

L. Receveur

Ex F. F. Minoribus

Galliæ Sacerdos.

Physicus in Circumnavigatione Mundi

Duce D. de la Perouse,

Obit Die 17 Febr. Anno

1788.

When these boards fell down, Governor Phillip had the
inscription engraved on copper, and put in the same place. A
wharf was now began, for landing goods, and the ordnance, which
consisted of two brass six pounders on travelling carriages, four
iron twelve pounders, and two iron six pounders, were brought on
shore. The transports which Mere chartered for China began to
clear. A gang of convicts were employed about the head of Long
Cove to make bricks, near which two acres of ground were cleared
for such officers, as wished to raise grain for their stock, as
no grants of land were to be made, until an account of the
country had been taken. That necessity which obliged them to
suffer the live-stock to range about the tents, was the cause of
great inconvenience, for the hogs in particular made way into
them, and destroyed every thing they met with. These damages were
at first made good from the store, but, that opening the door to
impositions, an order was given, to kill any hog caught so
trespassing. The main street for a town was marked out of
extensive dimensions.

The Supply returned from Norfolk Island on the 19th, after an
absence of 4 weeks and 6 days. She reached the island on the 29th
of last month, but in consequence of the great surf they could
not land till the 5th day after, and then could not pitch a tent
till they had cleared the ground. The bay he landed in, and fixed
the settlement, he called Sydney Bay, and the two small islands
at a little distance, he named Phillip and Nepean. The soil at
Norfolk Island was very rich, but the landing dangerous at Sydney
Bay, as it is exposed to Southerly winds. The flax plant, which
was the object of this expedition, and which Capt. Cook remarked
to grow spontaneously, had not been discovered by Lieut. King
when the Supply sailed. Lieut. Ball after he left this harbour,
soon discovered an uninhabited island, smaller than Norfolk
Island, abounding with turtle and fowls, which were so tame that
some of the crew approached near enough to knock them down with
sticks, this place Lieut. Ball called Lord Howe Island. The pines
on Norfolk Island grow to an immense size, one measured nine feet
round, and another 180 feet in length. The Scarborough,
Charlotte, and Lady Penrhyn transports were cleared and
discharged. Several of the convicts came in from the woods
wounded by the natives. One of the wounded had been employed
cutting rushes for thatching, and another who was not well, had
been collecting vegetables. All our people denied giving any
cause, but as they well knew the consequence that would result
from offending the natives, there could be no wonder that they
denied it, for the Governor had made known, that any one, giving
them offence, should be subjected to a prosecution. There can be
no doubt but our people gave the first offence, for the Governor
on his return from his excursion about Broken Bay, found the
natives very shy, instead of coming to him with that confidence
with which he had formerly inspired them with. At length one came
to him, and informed him by signs, that he had been beaten by
some of our people, this and their running away, were
strong-proofs of the truth, added to which 11 canoes full of
natives, passed the Sirius, and on our boats going near them,
they paddled off. The water, that had supplied the settlement,
was found to be only a drain from a swamp, it was therefore
requisite to let it remain without cutting the wood round it.
April now commenced, and the winter was approaching, every hand
was put on the buildings, even the ships' crews helped, except
those who brought the cabbage trees, to assist in making huts, a
row of which were began on the West side for the female convicts.
Distress was now very universal owing to the scurvy. A woman
convict was accused with stealing an iron, which was found on
her, being left alone she hung herself, but was discovered and
cut down in time to save her life.

Thefts continued to be continually committed, but they became
fewer, as the Governor assured the convicts that instant
punishment should attend all future convictions; and had the
sailors not continued to bring spirits on shore, their conduct as
well as the convicts would have been more to be commended.

The venereal disease was discovered among the convicts, which
made the Governor order, that any person having it and concealing
it, should receive corporal punishment, and have short allowance
of provisions for six months. The ordnance of the colony was now
placed under the direction of Lieut. Dawes, and a redoubt was
began by him. In the course of this month the stock of sheep
suffered much by the dogs of the natives, at one part 5 ewes: and
a lamb, were destroyed.

May, like every other month in the infancy of the Colony, was
marked by crimes, a youth of 17, James Bennett, was tried and
convicted for breaking open a tent, and stealing above the amount
of 5s. he confessed many crimes after conviction for this, and to
idleness and bad company attributed his ruin. With a view to make
a deeper impression on others, he was instantly executed. On the
5th, 6th, and 7th of this month a transport sailed for China. On
the 8th, likewise, sailed the Supply for Lord Howe Island, in
quest of fowl and turtle, as a change of diet was thought the
best means of resisting the rapid progress of the scurvy.

The Governor wishing to ascertain the state of the live-stock,
desired a general return; the amount of which was,












	5
	cows
	29
	sheep
	18
	turkies



	2
	bulls
	19
	goats
	35
	ducks



	1
	stallion
	25
	pigs
	29
	geese



	3
	mares
	49
	hogs
	122
	fowls



	3
	colts
	5
	rabbits
	87
	chickens





[The following inserted into 2nd Edition]

[But in 1812 we find the stock so much improved, that
the following was an average of the price of provisions at Sydney
for several months: Wheaten bread 12½ d; India corn bread,
5½ d. per loaf; beef, 1s. 4d. and mutton and pork, 1s. 6d.
per lb.; potatoes, 16s. per cwt.; fowls, 2s. 6d. each; eggs, 3s.
per dozen. Jamaica rum and Hollands gin, each 27s. per gallon,
wholesale. The population of New South Wales was estimated, at
the lowest calculation, at 20,000 souls.]


A bricklayer, being discovered among the convicts, a number of
men were put under him to build brick huts. On the 15th, a stone
house was began for the Governor. In the course of this month the
store house was completed and a road to the wharf. On the 21st,
in the evening, a convict was brought to the hospital, dreadfully
wounded by some natives with a barbed spear, which entered
between his shoulders, and went three inches deep into his back.
He said, that while in a cove at some distance, he was suddenly
wounded by a spear, when his companion ran away, and that the
natives then came and stripped him of his clothes, but did not
take them away. In a few days the other man's clothes were
brought in, torn with spears, and covered with blood, leaving no
room to doubt of his fate. On the 25th the Supply returned from
Norfolk Island, being unable to procure any turtle; but while
absent, they saw a rock which Lieut. Ball, from its shape, called
Ball Pyramid. A soldier and sailor were tried on the 26th for
assaulting and wounding James M'Neal, a seaman belonging to the
Sirius. This happened on Garden Island, they all three lived in
one hut, and having received their week's spirits they got drunk
and quarreled. The assault being proved, each received 500
lashes. The 30th of this month, the bodies of two convicts were
brought in, the head of one was beaten to a jelly, and the bodies
of both had many marks of spears. It was found on inquiry, that
these men had stolen a canoe from the natives, for which they
suffered with their lives. The natives themselves came about us
as usual, and some who went near the Sirius were shaved; when
they landed on the Western point, they examined every thing, and
went away very friendly, taking no notice of the murders, and
seeming to fear no resentment; but the Governor thought it
necessary to avenge it, so he set out with a strong party well
armed, and landed were the bodies were found, then proceeding
across the country to Botany Bay, he saw on the beech upwards of
50 canoes, but no natives near them. However, in a cove between
Botany Bay and Port Jackson, he fell in with about 300 natives of
both sexes, and a friendly intercourse took place, but nothing
which could tend to discover the murderers.
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