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    Dedication






    For Louise and the many friends




    who knew and loved




    the little black subject of this book.




    Now for Hannah, too,




    who will meet him for the first time.


  




  

    Foreword




    A small velvet paw unfurled, revealed




    A small satin nose. 'Twas dawn.




    A rose-petal tongue and ivory fangs




    Displayed a luxurious yawn.




    A long jet black tail with a kink at the end




    Uncurled in the early light.




    And every inch of that sleek, smooth coat




    Shook off the deep sleep of night.




    The big round eyes, with their pupils bright,




    Blinked twice at the sun's rude stare,




    Then open they few, as well they might,




    For another fine day was there.




    Up stretched the four legs, thick-coated with fur,




    Up arched the back in a hump,




    And ready to enter a new day with joy,




    He was out with a leap and a jump.
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    This was Hyam and this is his story...




  




  

    Curtain Up




    “Have you ever thought?” said I.




    “Thought about what?” said he.




    “What it is like to be a travelled




    Theatre cat like me.”




    “ To be a cat like you?” said he.




    “That's what I mean” said I.




    “ To tell the truth, it might be fun,




    To hear about the things you've done,




    So tell me now,” said he.
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