

  

    

      

    

  




  INTRODUCTION




  BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON





  





  




  “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;




  for He will not speak of Himself; but whatever He hears, that will He speak:




  and He will show you things to come.”




  John 16:13.




  





  




  This generation has gradually and almost imperceptibly, become, to a great extent, a godless generation. One of the diseases of the present generation of mankind is their secret but deep-seated godless ness by which they have so far departed from the knowledge of God. Science has discovered to us second causes.




  And therefore, many have too much forgotten the first Great Cause, the Author of All they have so far been able to pry into secrets that the great axiom of the existence of a God has been too much neglected. Even among professing Christians, while there is a great amount of religion, there is too little godliness there is much external formalism, but too little inward acknowledgment of God too little living on God, living with God and relying upon God! Hence the sad fact that when you enter many of our places of worship, you will certainly hear the name of God mentioned but except in the benediction, you would scarcely know there was a Trinity!




  In many places dedicated to Jehovah, the name of Jesus is too often kept in the background, the Holy Spirit is almost entirely neglected, and very little is said concerning His sacred influence. Even religious men in this age have become to a large degree godless.




  We sadly require more preaching regarding God more preaching of those things which look not so much at the creature to be saved, as at God, the Great One, to be praised! My firm conviction is that in proportion as we have more regard for the sacred Godhead the wondrous Trinity in Unity shall we see a greater display of God’s power, and a more glorious manifestation of His might in our churches.




  May God send us a Christ-exalting, Spirit-loving ministry men who shall proclaim God the Holy Spirit in all His offices and shall extol God, the Savior, as the author and finisher of our faith! Men who shall not neglect that Great God, the Father of His people, who before all worlds elected us in Christ, His Son, justified us through His righteousness, and will inevitably preserve us and gather us together in one in the consummation of all things at the last great day.




  Our text has regard to God the Holy Spirit; of Him we shall speak and Him, only, if His sweet influence shall rest upon us.




  The disciples had been instructed by Christ concerning certain elementary doctrines, but Jesus did not teach His disciples more than what we should call the A B Cs of religion. He gives His reasons for this in the 12th verse “I have yet many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now.”




  His disciples were not possessors of the Spirit. They had the Spirit as far as the work of conversion was concerned, but not as to the matters of bright illumination, profound instruction, prophecy, and inspiration.




  Jesus says, “I am now about to depart, and when I go from you, I will send the Comforter unto you. You cannot bear these things now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth.” The same promise that He made to His apostles, stands good to all His children!




  And in review-ing it, we shall take it as our portion and heritage and shall not consider ourselves intruders upon the manor of the apostles, or upon their exclusive rights and prerogatives for we conceive that Jesus says even to us, “When He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth.”




  Dwelling exclusively upon our text, we have five things to say. First of all, here is an attainment mentioned a knowledge of all truth. Secondly, here is a difficulty suggested which is that we need guidance into all truth.




  Thirdly, here is a person provided “When He, the Spirit, shall come, He shall guide you into all truth.” Fourthly, here is a manner hinted at “He shall guide you into all truth.” Fifth-ly, here is a sign given as to the working of the Spirit we may know whether He works by His “guiding us into all truth” into all of one thing. Not truths, but truth.
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