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Those who say they are not creative are often the ones who end up with a life-long passion for beading. Why? Because they have learned the secret that so many talented jewelry makers know: Beading allows you to make a wearable work of art in a short amount of time, using the colors, materials, and textures you love. Don't be afraid to experiment and play with color combinations in brand-new ways. With beading, you are able to express your personal style and passion through jewelry. As you read this book, I will be with you every step of the way, encouraging your creativity and bringing out your inner jewelry designer.


- Suzann Sladcik Wilson
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                  Blue Birds in Flight,
                  page 68
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Dedication:


This book is dedicated to my Father, William K. Sladcik. Thank you
 for giving me the gift of creativity and for helping my dreams
 come true. I love you!


 


Thank you to the following independent local bead stores for their help with this book:


Alya’s Originals, Illinois (www.aylasoriginals.com, 877-328-2952) 
The Bead Bucket/The Mother Bead, Wisconsin (www.themotherbead.com, 920-854-7047
 or 920-437-2821), 
Bodacious Beads, Illinois (www.BodaciousBeadschicago.com, 847-699-7959),
 and Izora’s Beads, Findings and Inspiration, Wisconsin (izorasbeads.com, 920-868-4222).
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Joy is the theme that runs through all of Suzann Sladcik Wilson’s work. Whether she is designing an original piece of jewelry for a client, introducing a student to the joy of beading and jewelry design, or hosting or appearing as a guest on radio shows, her message is about empowerment through creativity and inspiration.


For more than eighteen years, Wilson has been and continues to be a master in her field. Using only the highest quality materials of Swarovski crystals, Hill Tribe silver, artisan beads, and more, Wilson creates beauty and joy in the form of earrings, necklaces, bracelets, and watches, and instructs her followers to do the same. In a time when many individuals are searching for something more, Wilson teaches all of her students how to maximize their minds, bodies, and spirits by using the power of jewelry design, coupled with the drive of their passions, to create and inspire.


As an artist, author, educator, consultant, entrepreneur, and philanthropist, Wilson is as successful as she is busy. Her blogs, articles, and jewelry designs have appeared all over the web and in print. In her professional jewelry design career, Wilson has been published in Bead Style, Simply Beads Magazine, Bead Trends, on the website epatterns.com, and in the books Four Seasons of Beading and Earrings, Earrings, Earrings!.


Wilson has been a guest on Military Mom Radio and Motherhood Talk Radio, each show reaching 60,000 listeners. Additionally, Wilson has been a substitute host on the Her Insight Radio Network. She is also a Professional Designer Member of the Craft and Hobby Association, and in January 2011 received the coveted Craft and Hobby Association Designer Press Kit award for an innovative necklace design. An active contributor and participant in many charities, Wilson strives to make the world a better place for today’s and our future’s children.


Suzann Sladcik Wilson was born in Chicago, Illinois. She attended Loyola University of Chicago, earning her Bachelor’s Degree in Education. She continues to expand her professional knowledge of beading and jewelry making by attending the yearly Bead and Button Show in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, subscribing and contributing to several leading beading and jewelry-making magazines, and networking with several other leading designers.


Wilson currently splits her time between Chicago, Illinois, Door County, Wisconsin, and occasionally Frankfurt, Germany. You can learn more by visiting Suzann online at Beadphoria.com, BeadphoriaBlog.com or www.BeadphoriaBoutique.com.
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Bountiful Harvest, page 62.














Introduction:


Release Your Inner Jewelry Designer!


Remember the days when you were little and had a brand new box of crayons? All of those wonderful colors! You threw caution to the wind and started blending the colors together. When you were done, you had created a colorful work of art that brought a smile to your face. You can have that same exciting and creative experience making beaded jewelry.


Fight the urge to say, “I can’t make jewelry! I’m not creative!” I have been teaching novice beaders for many years, and whenever I start a new class, at least one student doesn’t believe he or she can create jewelry. I am here to silence that inner critic and bring out your inner jewelry designer.


Usually those who say they are not creative are the ones who actually end up with a life-long passion for beading. Why? Because they have learned the secret that so many talented jewelry makers know: Beading allows you to make a wearable work of art in a short amount of time using the colors, materials, and textures you love.


Beads call for you to experiment and play with color combinations in brand new ways, and there is no wrong way to design a piece—only your way. With beading, you are able to express your personal style and passion through jewelry. As you read this book, I will be with you every step of the way, with easy-to-follow instructions, practical hints and tips, and lots of encouragement to be the best you can be as you begin your fabulous journey into jewelry creation.
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—Suzann Sladcik Wilson
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Tools


Many of the tools a beader uses can be found in the toolbox sitting in a dark corner of the garage or basement. While it might be temping to use these readily available tools when first starting out, it is best to purchase a set of tools specifically designed for jewelry making. There are several reasons for this. First, jewelry-making tools are specifically made to fit more ergonomically in your hand, enabling you to easily perform some of the intricate tasks required when making beaded jewelry, and saving your hands from fatigue. This means you can spend more time making your beautiful beaded creations. Secondly, the jaws of standard pliers have ridges, while those designed for jewelry making do not. Jewelry pliers will not scratch the metal used to make your necklaces, earrings, and bracelets. If you invest in a good set of tools for your new passion, they will repay you with years of fun creating your wearable works of art.
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Toolbox Essentials


Certain tools are “must haves” if you are starting your journey into making beaded jewelry. After years of leading beginners into the world of jewelry design, these are the tools I have found to be absolute essentials. By building your tool kit with these fundamentals, you will have everything you need to make elegant earrings, beautiful bracelets, and knockout necklaces.


Pliers


Every beader should work with a reliable set of pliers. Pliers allow you to bend wire, make loops, get into hard-to-reach places, and add crimp tubes to a jewelry design. You can often find pliers designed specifically for beading as a set.
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Bent-nose pliers





Bent-nose pliers: The jaws of bent-nose pliers are easy to identify, because they are tapered like regular “toolbox” pliers, but are then bent at an angle near the tip. These are the pliers to turn to when you need to get into tight spaces.
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