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    Preface




    What should be the Church’s involvement in government, and how should the Church respond to increasingly hostile governments? What are the biblical means which God has given the Church in order to change the culture and the government? What should be the response of the Church when their previously God-given freedoms to worship and obey God according to Scripture are increasingly limited or denied them by their increasingly secular or pagan government? Clearly, the Church has not always enjoyed these freedoms, and as a point of history, the Church has more often than not suffered opposition, hostility, persecution and death at the hand of her governmental leaders.




    Judging from all of church history, we have lived in an unusual period of relative peace and prosperity for the gospel in the West, even while our brethren in the East are suffering the loss of home, job, and life for the cause of Christ and His gospel. Have we believers in the West now come to the place where we value our political and religious freedoms more than we value the gospel and its accompanying suffering? What has been the response of the Church historically to the opposition and hostility from government? What are the biblical means for encouraging and maintaining true civil liberties and religious freedom? Should our hope rest in persuading our lawmakers to legislate biblical morality or in God to change the hearts of our political leaders, our spiritual leaders, our culture and our nation? What is the true hope of the Church, and what should be our priorities in our relationship to our governmental leaders?




    These questions express the concerns of most every committed Christian disciple today, and it is important that each generation answer them anew by going to God’s Word for a fresh application of the gospel, for it is only the gospel which powerfully affects salvation on the individual level as well as the cultural, societal, and national levels. Following Jesus and His disciples, our answer and hope must rest in the gospel as the power of God for the salvation and transformation of our nation. The praying and gospel-preaching Church is, and always has been, the means used by Christ to transform lives, societies, and nations. The concern of the author and of the editor of this work is to encourage a return to these biblical means of grace in order to know the same power experienced in the Early Church, the Great Reformation, and subsequent national awakenings which transformed peoples, rulers, and nations, and which provided the resultant peace and freedoms enjoyed at various points in history.




    Yet, for all the renewed emphasis on the gospel today, at least in some segments of the evangelical Church, our society and nation still seem to be “slouching toward Gomorrah” as a more famous author, Judge Robert Bork, has written. Where have we failed in the evangelical Church, and what more can we do, or should be doing to see a return, not simply to Christian values and morals, but to a recognition and acknowledgment of God as Lawgiver and Judge? This knowledge of God is found in the gospel, and indeed is the foundation of the saving knowledge of Christ. “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). In order to see saving transformation in our society and nation, there must be a return to this foundational knowledge of God in the true gospel, and a renewed confidence in this gospel as the “power of God unto salvation to all who will believe” (Romans 1:16).




    This was the message of Christ to the political liberal and conservative leaders of His day, the Sadducees and Pharisees, whose theology and politics required the same message – the foundational message of the gospel. The one had immorality without the gospel, and the other had morality yet still without the gospel, so that when both political parties spoke to John the Baptist and later to Christ, they all received the same message: “Repent for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” (See Mat.3:2, and Mat.4:17, and specifically, Mat.3:7-10 and Mat.16:1-4.)




    So again we must ask, what more can or should the Church be doing to be the “light and salt” which brings needed transformation in our society and nation? In this rather brief but profound work, David Andersen has done a tremendous service to the Church to help provide the needed answers to this important question. This book is not simply another title on missionary or evangelistic activity as the responsibility of the Church, but more importantly a clarion call to today’s generation to engage a vitally important mission field and strategic evangelistic endeavor, expressed in 1 Timothy 2:1-4. As stated in this passage, this is a first priority for those who desire peace for the Church and freedom for the gospel. Our success or failure in this area has tremendous ramifications for us and for our children as we seek to live for Christ “in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom [we] shine as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15).




    The Editor




    Leadership Library


  




  

    Foreword




    




    The apostle Paul knew that warfare was a fitting metaphor for his entire life and ministry—and he urged other Christians to think the same way. He told his protégé, Timothy, “Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:3). He described his co-laborers as fellow soldiers (Philippians 2:25; Philemon 2). They were engaged side-by-side in a never-ending battle, and Paul never took a rest from it. Thus as he neared the end of his earthly life, Paul said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day” (2 Timothy 4:7-8).




    It wasn’t that Paul relished fighting or went looking for trouble. On the contrary, because of his effectiveness as a herald of truth, the enemy sought him out and relentlessly attacked. Paul’s whole life was filled with conflict and persecution—much of it at the hands of Roman officials. His ministry was contemporaneous with the political career of Nero, one of the most brutal and demented men who ever sat on the emperor’s throne. Nero hated everything Paul stood for, and he attempted to wipe out the church in that first generation after Pentecost. He was not alone. Rome’s whole political machinery was dominated by evil men whose official policies were anti-Christian.




    You might think, then, that Paul saw the Roman government as the enemy with whom he was at war. But he emphatically stated otherwise: “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). The enemy was Satan and his demonic minions, not Nero and the Roman Senate.




    The apostle’s strategy was therefore nothing like conventional warfare. He wrote, “The weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).




    Notice what Paul describes there is not a war for territory, political status, or material resources. It is an ideological battle. It is a war for the truth, and the goal is liberation of minds and hearts, including the hearts and minds of those evil Roman rulers who were so zealously persecuting the church.




    Weapon number one in the apostolic arsenal against evil government policies was prayer—not sabotage, lobbying, boycotts, protests, or other forms of political agitation. Furthermore, what Paul sought from God was not the destruction of Nero and his government, but his well-being, and specifically his salvation. Paul made such prayer a mandate for the whole church: “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:1-4).




    This book skillfully unpacks and carefully examines that mandate and its implications. After several decades of failed evangelical attempts to influence culture by political means, here is a better way. It is the biblical answer to the question of what the Church’s duty is with respect to hostile governments and anti-Christian rulers. I’m thankful for the painstaking work David Andersen has done on this project. I know you will be challenged, blessed, and encouraged as you read.




    




    John MacArthur


  




  

    Introduction




    A Surprising Discovery




    Where should I begin in order to fulfill the requirement? My mind raced to find a theme that would capture the attention of my audience and fill the time. The first requirement of my seminary preaching class was to preach an entire sermon introducing I Thessalonians before expositing the first verse. Thinking through many possibilities, I settled on discovering the reason why Paul had chosen the city of Thessalonica to evangelize. All the prior cities could be studied for clues as well as Thessalonica. Was it possible that Paul had a clear strategy that drew him to the cities he evangelized?




    Walking through the book of Acts with Paul and Barnabas and then Paul and Silas, there seemed to be a pattern developing: Paul was going to major cities. That strategy seemed to work – until arriving at the city immediately preceding Thessalonica. There Paul evangelized Philippi, a city smaller than Ampiphilos and Appolonia, cities through which Paul had traveled without saying a word. Upon leaving Philippi, he went on to Thessalonica. So to my dismay, my “large city” paradigm floated like a small boat with a large hole.




    Having expended my time for study, the message had to be delivered. Lacking a strategy, my message was missing its uniting theme, and certainly failed to hit the mark. I made an attempt to create interest in the evangelized cities, but failing to find a unifying strategy, it seemed everyone was disappointed, no one more than myself. Surely the man who was so successful that he was accused by his enemies in Thessalonica of turning the world upside down, would have only known this kind of conquest by having a strategy to guide his efforts. This concept remained in the back of my mind as a mystery begging to be solved.




    About a year later, when introduced to a ministry that would later lead me to Capitol Commission, the solution to this mystery suddenly flashed upon my mind. I remembered that many of the cities of Paul’s ministry were capital cities! I couldn’t wait to get home and review them all one more time. There was no sleep that night as the discovery of Paul’s commission and the cities he evangelized unfolded in my study, clearly revealing his strategy. As though it were yesterday, I remember telling my wife the next morning that I never dreamed that I could be called to a specific ministry solely through a study of God’s missionary strategy contained within the Scriptures. Here presented in this book is the more mature fruit of that initial study, representing the evidence mined from Scripture and history regarding Christ’s Kingdom Commission.




    The purpose of this work, then, is to show how God is strategically bringing His name and His redemption to all the nations, perhaps best highlighted in the life of Daniel, one of the greatest statesman in the Bible who was used by God to win the king who required the citizenry of his entire world empire to “fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the living God and enduring forever, and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever” (Daniel6:25-26).




    This evangelistic emphasis throughout all of Scripture defines the relationship of Christ’s Church to the government. As we study the Scriptures throughout this book, this kingdom strategy of Christ must be clearly understood if we are to rightly respond to an increasingly antagonistic government (or a benevolent government as well). As we will see in the study of 1 Timothy 2:1-4, prayer and the knowledge of the truth is the kingdom strategy of God, our Savior, who commands us to engage all men, emphasizing “kings and all who are in authority”.




    The Commissions of Christ




    As in the case of the presentation of the gospel, Christ’s commissions are first given in seed form, and then developed throughout the rest of Scripture.




    The glorious gospel of Jesus Christ begins in seed form in Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heal.” That theme continues to be revealed throughout the Old Testament until it grows into the clearer revelation of God’s Suffering Servant in Isaiah 52-53. Finally, the revelation of the vicarious atonement of Christ for our sins upon the cross comes to a complete crescendo in the New Testament.




    Similarly, the four commissions of Jesus Christ in the New Testament begin with an initial command to His Apostles and His Church in the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” It is restated in Acts 1:8, and later more clearly revealed to Paul in Acts 9:15, until it climaxes to its fullest expression in 1 Timothy 2:1-4. In addition to the unquestioned mandate of evangelism, the common connection in all four commissions is an emphasis on evangelizing leaders.




    The First Commission of Christ (The Great Commission- Matthew 28:19-20)




    Christ several times surprised His Apostles after His resurrection, instantly materializing in their midst. But there was one appointment that Jesus made with them in which they expected Him to appear – the mountaintop in the Gospel of Matthew. It had been specifically designated before and after His death (Matthew 26:32, 28:7, 16). (This strategic appointment provides yet another evidence for the most proven event in the history of the world, the Resurrection!1) On this occasion, Jesus proclaimed His universal authority revealing the divine power behind the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19-20. Since this would have been the only sure opportunity to see the Risen Lord, most likely over 500 were there to hear this commission (1 Corinthians 15:6).




    John MacArthur, in agreement with many other commentators, says of this passage:




    “If a Christian understands all the rest of the Gospel of Matthew but fails to understand this closing passage, he has missed the point of the entire book. This passage is the climax and major focal point, not only of this gospel, but of the entire New Testament.”2




    The emphasis in the Great Commission is on the only verb, “disciple” and sole direct object: “all the nations.” Griffith Thomas, one of the founders of Dallas Theological Seminary, may be the clearest in presenting the significance of this direct object:




    “The commission embraces whole nations rather than indicating individuals among them.[emphasis added]”3




    John Piper argues extensively against an “individual” interpretation, not only in the New Testament, but also from the Old Testament. Having researched thoroughly every verse which includes the phrase, “all the nations” he states, “the phrase panta ta ethne occurs in the Greek Old Testament some 100 times and virtually never carries the meaning of Gentile individuals but always carries the meaning ‘all the nations.’”4 If it is true that the command to “disciple all the nations” is not referring to individuals but to whole nations, then discipling whole nations requires a strategy that must include those who influence and direct the whole nation, the leaders of the nations.




    The Second Commission of Christ (The Commission to Capitals - Acts 1:8)




    The restatement of the Great Commission of Christ in Acts 1:8 adds greater light to this leadership strategy of evangelism as Jesus commanded His Apostles in his last words just before He ascended: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” In the use of the term, “discipling all nations”, what is “Jerusalem” in regard to the nation of Israel? It is the capital. They had been told no less than four times that they were to stay in “Jerusalem” (Lk 24:47, 49; Acts 1:4, 1:8). It was strategic that they begin in their capital city of Jerusalem. They were then to evangelize “all Judea” where most of the leadership lived which would influence the nation. Galilee, where Jesus spent most of His time in ministry is not even included in this commission. Instead, they were to go to the next closest capital, Samaria, and continue that strategy, “to the end of the earth”, a phrase often used in the Old Testament to refer to imperial capitals.




    The Third Commission of Christ (the Commission of Paul, the Missionary)




    Saul saw a light far greater than the sun when he met the risen Lord. His appearance was so bright that Saul suffered temporary blindness while waiting for his commission from Christ through Ananias. If one might question the strategic emphasis on leaders in the first two commissions, the direct and personal commission to Paul, Christ’s primary missionary Apostle to the Gentiles in fulfillment of the Great Commission, leaves no room for doubt: “He is a chosen instrument of mine to carry My name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15). The “kings” in the third and fourth commissions has an undeniable emphasis on leaders. And where will Saul, later Paul, find these three people groups in his commission, “Gentiles, kings, children of Israel?” In no other place than capital cities. As we will see, this strategy of winning leaders and capital evangelism is revealed both in his name change and in the cities of Paul’s travels.




    Fourth Commission of Christ (the Climax of the Commissions)




    This crescendo of emphasis on evangelizing political leadership continues to gain clarity through the commissions, finding its full and final development in 1 Timothy 2:1-4:




    “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, For kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (NKJV)




    Here, the Spirit-inspired Paul passes on his commission to the Church universal with a clear double emphasis on leaders. This concluding commission is found in the singular book in the New Testament with the expressed purpose of ordering biblical conduct in the Church, “the house of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth” (1 Tim.3:15).




    1 Timothy 2:1-4 deals with at least seven major essentials for the Church (in expositional order):




    

      	The Necessity of Prayer in the Church




      	The Clear Commissions for the Church




      	The Responsibility of the Church to the Government




      	The Strategic Mission of the Church




      	The Effective Means of Peace for the Church and Liberty for the gospel




      	The Leadership Model of Evangelism for the Church




      	The Passion of God to save the Lost through His Church


    




    This text also raises four important questions, each answered by a chapter in this book:




    

      	Considering the responsibility of the Church to the government, why is prayer such an important priority of God for His Church in the evangelization of the nations?




      	How does the development of the commissions in God’s Word emphasize the strategic evangelism of political leaders?




      	What is the importance of prayer for “kings and all who are in authority,” as a God-given means of peace for the Church in its relationship to government, in order to enjoy freedom for the gospel?




      	What does God Himself say about His passion for the salvation of political leaders and for religious freedom to spread the gospel?


    




    Let us find the answers in God’s Word, anticipating its purest pleasure and richest profit. Our purpose is not simply to convince the reader of the importance of ministering to our political leaders, but to stimulate pastors and the people of God worldwide to understand this priority and become strategically involved in the evangelism of leaders through God’s prescribed power sources: prayer and ministry of the Word. Additionally, by focusing on the relationship of the church to government, we hope to encourage the peace of the Church throughout the world facing persecution, and the means to freedom for the gospel. This brief work will focus expositionally on the final and climactic commission of Christ to His Church found in 1 Timothy 2:1-4, drawing from the full scope of God’s Word.




    Endnotes




    1 The Bible study covering the resurrection as the most proven event in the history of the world is on our Capitol Commission website, www.capitolcom.org. Click on “State Ministries” at the top, then the state of Virginia, “Bible Studies” at the top left, “2012,” “May 17, 2012 Matthew 28:11-15, The Leaders’ Lie Proving the Resurrection.” http://www.capitolcom.org/virginia/studies/943/2012/05/17/mt-28-11-15-the-leaders-lie-proving-the-resurrection.




    2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1989), 329.




    3 Griffith Thomas, Outline Studies in Matthew (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kregel Publications, 1985), 464.




    4 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1993), 181.


  




  

    

      In the context of Christ’s kingdom commission and the relationship of the Church to the government, prayer takes a “first of all” priority for the Church and for the believer.
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    First of All




    




    Prayer: A First Priority




    Imagine that you lived in the days of the early Apostles, and you had been given the commission of Christ to evangelize all the nations for the dominion of His kingdom, where would you begin? There was no mass media, no Internet communication, no real postal system, no iPads, cell phones, or computers, not even electricity available. And what if there were no modern forms of transportation, no airplanes, no cars, no trains, no propeller driven boats, not even an engine or gasoline? What if there were no Nooks, publications or printed books?




    And what if the world was under the scourge of merciless dictators who ruled with little concern for the welfare of the populace? If you and your church were required to win that world to Christ in a lifetime, how would you do it? What would your strategy look like? And what if you knew that you and your church would suffer intense persecution, and many would be killed while trying to fulfill this one essential task, would it change your strategy? This was the commission given to the Apostles. Yet without all our modern means of communication, transportation, publication, or political freedoms, they powerfully fulfilled the Great Commission in their own lifetime. Albert Barns tells us:
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