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				For my mother and father, 


				who taught me how to love 


				growing, living things, and 


				how to try to protect them.
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				Introduction


			

		

		
			
				In 2013, in Jakarta, I wrote a poem that seemed to propel itself onto the page. The idea I had in mind was to craft an acces-sible spoken word performance, involving subtitles and video art projections. What poured out onto the page encapsulated all the fury, dismay, and deep sadness that wells up when I encounter news stories on Indonesia’s oceans, air or indigenous peoples. Stories of pollution and indiscriminate destruction; of short-sightedness, irresponsibility, and implicit disrespect; of circumstances which no human being should ever have to expe-rience.


				The feelings that gave rise to this poem were there in 1997, when widespread for-est fires engulfed Kalimantan’s rainforests, 

				and I saw my parents, an urban planner by training and an ecologist to whom this book is dedicated, drop everything to try and mitigate the damage. Yet the destruc-tion continues year by year, through the fires and forced relocations used to clear the way for new factories and plantations, through the seas of rubbish that surround our 17,000-plus islands, and through the deadly smog which killed nearly one hundred thousand Indonesians last year alone, and many thousands abroad. 


				Because of course, this is not just Indonesia’s story. At this ominous stage of climate change, all of our futures are tied to that of the orangutans in Kalimantan, of the hundreds of indigenous cultures spread across the islands, of kids in 
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