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For the episodes from the 1990 series, see The Flash (1990 TV series) § Episodes[image: External link].

The Flash is an American action television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg, and Geoff Johns, airing on The CW. It is based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen / Flash, a costumed crimefighter with the power to move at superhuman speeds. It is a spin-off from Arrow, existing in the same fictional universe. The series follows Barry Allen, portrayed by Grant Gustin, a crime scene investigator who gains superhuman speed, which he uses to fight criminals, including others who have also gained superhuman abilities. The Flash was renewed in March 2016 for a third season,[1] which premiered on October 4, 2016.[2] On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a fourth season,[3] which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017.[4] As of May 23, 2017, 69 episodes of The Flash have aired, concluding the third season.
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 Series overview






	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1
	23
	October 7, 2014
	May 19, 2015
	118
	4.62[5]



	
	2
	23
	October 6, 2015
	May 24, 2016
	112
	4.25[6]



	
	3
	23
	October 4, 2016
	May 23, 2017
	120
	3.50[7]
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 Season 1 (2014–15)






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	David Nutter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg & Geoff Johns

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Geoff Johns
	October 7, 2014
	296648
	4.83[8]



	Barry Allen, a forensic crime scene assistant for Central City Police Department, is struck by lightning during a storm that is created after a particle accelerator from S.T.A.R. Labs explodes. In a coma for nine months, Barry awakens in S.T.A.R. Labs, having been placed in the care of Dr. Harrison Wells and his assistants Dr. Caitlin Snow and Cisco Ramon. Barry learns that he can move at extraordinary speeds, and that there were other "metahumans" created from the explosion. One of them, Clyde Mardon, is robbing banks with his ability to control the weather. In order to stop Mardon, Barry is outfitted with a suit, designed by Cisco, that can withstand his high speed. He tracks down Mardon and with Detective Joe West, who learns of Barry's abilities, Barry is able to stop Mardon, who is killed by Joe. With his new powers, Barry vows to exonerate his father, Henry, who is incarcerated for the accusation of murdering his wife, Nora, whom Barry witnessed being killed by another metahuman. He chooses the alias "Flash" for his alter ego. Wells, secretly revealed to be neither paraplegic nor needing glasses, reads a newspaper from 2024 stating the missing status of the Flash.



	2
	2
	"Fastest Man Alive"
	David Nutter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Geoff Johns
	October 14, 2014
	3J5352
	4.27[9]



	In flashbacks, it is revealed that Joe became Barry's legal guardian but did not let him visit Henry in prison at the latter's request. Barry begins using his abilities to stop minor crimes and help citizens across the city while starting to develop debilitating side effects. While guiding Iris West, who seeks his help to do her school assignment, Barry witnesses a robbery by a crew of men, but passes out while trying to stop them. The S.T.A.R. Labs team determines that Barry becomes hypoglycemic from the use of his abilities due to a sped-up metabolism and needs to ingest more calories to maintain his energy level. The team eventually learns that there is actually one robber, Danton Black, who has the ability to create clones of himself. Black intends to kill his former employer Simon Stagg, who stole Black's cloning research. With encouragement from Joe, Barry goes after Black and successfully stops him. However, Black commits suicide. Afterward, Barry accepts Joe's help in the investigation of Nora's murder. Later, Wells visits Stagg, who has already become obsessed with the Flash and plans to exploit them as he did to Black. Wells then kills Stagg.



	3
	3
	"Things You Can't Outrun"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Alison Schapker[image: External link] & Grainne Godfree
	October 21, 2014
	3J5353
	3.59[10]



	As the police investigate the murder of one of the city's crime families, Barry suspects that the killer may be a metahuman who can control poison gases. As Barry and Joe work to discover the killer's identity, Wells and his team work to retrofit the particle accelerator into a prison for metahumans where they can begin to find a way of reversing their mutations. This brings up difficult feelings and memories for Snow, whose fiancé, Ronnie Raymond, was killed by the explosion. The team identifies the killer as Kyle Nimbus, discovering that Nimbus does not control gases, but transforms his body into them. The team learns that Joe, the lead detective in the original case, is Nimbus' next target. Barry races to Iron Heights Prison to save Joe's life, forcing Nimbus to overexert himself so that he can apprehend him. The team locks Nimbus into a cell they have made. In a flashback to when the accelerator explodes, Wells is seen going into his hidden room and viewing a surveillance video of Barry getting struck by lightning in his lab.



	4
	4
	"Going Rogue"
	Glen Winter
	Geoff Johns & Kai Yu Wu[image: External link]
	October 28, 2014
	3J5354
	3.53[11]



	Wells begins testing Barry's powers by having him perform multiple tasks at superspeed. In the middle of the tests, a group of men attempt to hijack an armored truck carrying a diamond. Barry races over and stops the crime, as well as identifying Leonard Snart from a set of police mugshots. Felicity Smoak arrives to check on Barry, after learning that he woke from his coma. Barry introduces her to his friends at S.T.A.R. Labs. To combat the Flash, also known as the "Streak", Snart acquires stolen tech from S.T.A.R. Labs, which includes a cryonic gun. Cisco reveals to Barry that he created the gun as a fail-safe against Barry should he become a villain like the other metahumans they have encountered. Felicity helps the team locate Snart, who sets a trap for Barry. Cisco, Caitlin, and Felicity arrive in time to save Barry, and Snart is able to escape. Joe finally accepts Iris's relationship with Eddie Thawne, his partner. Wells demands Cisco not to build another fail-safe against Barry again. Later, Snart tracks down his former partner, who has an affinity for fire, and offers him a place by Snart's side taking back Central City from the Flash.



	5
	5
	"Plastique"
	Dermott Downs
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing[image: External link] & Brooke Eikmeier
	November 11, 2014
	3J5355
	3.46[12]



	Bette Sans Souci, a metahuman with the ability to turn anything she touches into an explosive, appears in Central City. She is being hunted by General Wade Eiling, and is a former military explosives expert. Barry brings her to S.T.A.R. Labs where the team explains to her that she was changed by the particle accelerator, which bonded bomb shrapnel to her body on a cellular level; and they cannot reverse the process. Secretly, Wells convinces Bette to kill Eiling. Barry races to stop her, and Eiling shoots her, who dies after mentioning Wells' name. Her body turns into a bomb. Barry speeds off with the body and drops it in the river to save the city from the massive explosion. Eiling visits Wells, demanding that they work together once again, this time to collect metahumans. Wells refuses and warns Eiling to never return to S.T.A.R. Labs. Meanwhile, Barry ends his friendship with Iris after she refuses his advice not to write about the "Streak". In a flashback set five years previously, Wells tells Eiling he is ending their experiments. After Eiling leaves, Wells walks to a cage and tells Gorilla Grodd that he has plans for him.



	6
	6
	"The Flash Is Born"
	Millicent Shelton[image: External link]
	Jaime Paglia[image: External link] & Chris Rafferty[image: External link]
	November 18, 2014
	3J5356
	3.73[13]



	Barry speeds off to stop a car thief; but the thief's skin turns to steel and Barry breaks his hand while punching. He runs back to the lab before he can be hurt further. The thief is identified as Tony Woodward, Barry's childhood bully. Back at the lab, Cisco determines that if Barry can hit Woodward with a specific velocity at right angle, then he can create enough force to compromise Woodward's metal structure. Woodward kidnaps Iris and demands that she write about him. Barry arrives and manages to temporarily disable Woodward's abilities. Afterward, Woodward is locked away at S.T.A.R. Labs and finds out that Barry is the Flash, the name Iris also uses in her blog on the advice of Barry, who reconciles with her. Meanwhile, Joe continues investigating Nora's murder and gets suspicious of Wells, who opened S.T.A.R. Labs one month after Nora's murder; but Wells states that he came to Central City because of his wife's death. Joe, convinced that Wells is not involved, is visited by the metahuman that killed Nora, stealing the case file and threatening Iris's life if Joe does not drop his investigation.



	7
	7
	"Power Outage"
	Larry Shaw
	Alison Schapker & Grainne Godfree
	November 25, 2014
	3J5357
	3.47[14]



	Wells returns to his secret room, where it is revealed that he has been documenting Barry's abilities, and using his artificial intelligence, Gideon, to look at events in the future. Barry arrives at a crime scene where the victim was murdered via electrocution, and charred beyond recognition, suggesting a metahuman was involved. While investigating the victim's identity, the team identifies a power drain in the city. When Barry arrives, he is attacked by Farooq Gibran[image: External link], a man who has the ability to siphon electrical energy. The attack drains Barry of his speed, and Gideon reveals to Wells that there are currently no references to the Flash in the future. Wells realizes that Barry's problem is psychological. Gibran attacks S.T.A.R. Labs , kills Woodward and Wells' life gets in danger, forcing Barry to overcome his fear, connect to his speed and kill Gibran. Meanwhile, Tockman starts a hostage crisis at a police station and critically shoots Eddie; but Iris manages to stop him and he is rearrested. Later, Wells sees that the timeline is safe, and takes a sample of Gibran's blood to determine how he was able to drain Barry's abilities.



	8
	8
	"Flash vs. Arrow"
	Glen Winter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Brooke Eikmeier
	December 2, 2014
	3J5358
	4.34[15]



	
Eddie proposes a task force to hunt down the Flash. A new metahuman, Roy Bivolo, shows up with the ability to send people into an uncontrollable rage, and uses his ability to rob a bank. Oliver Queen informs Barry that he and his team are tracking a killer who uses lethal boomerangs. Barry and Oliver agree to team-up and catch each other's targets. Barry decides to go after Bivolo by himself. Bivolo uses his abilities on Barry; but because of Barry's powers it makes the effects last longer. Oliver tries to stop Barry, and the two engage in a fight until Wells and Joe use colored strobe light to reset Barry's emotional state. Afterward, Barry and Oliver capture Bivolo and place him in the prison at S.T.A.R. Labs. Eddie's task force is established after he was beaten by an enraged Flash. Barry confirms Oliver's belief that he has a lot to learn. Oliver advises him to stay away from Iris, whom Barry is in love with. Iris decides to end her support of the Flash. Oliver asks Barry's team to keep his alter ego a secret. A new metahuman able to manipulate fire appears in Central City.



This episode begins a crossover that concludes on Arrow season 3 episode 8[image: External link].




	9
	9
	"The Man in the Yellow Suit"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Todd Helbing & Aaron Helbing
	December 9, 2014
	3J5359
	4.66[16]



	The yellow-suited speedster who killed Nora Allen returns, in search of Mercury Lab's tachyon particle technology. Barry encounters the "Reverse-Flash" and engages him but is swiftly defeated, with the villain insinuating that he and Barry have been lifelong enemies. Ronnie is revealed as the flame-controlling metahuman, suffering from memory-loss after having survived the explosion. Per Henry's advice, Barry confesses his love for Iris before the tachyon particle technology is used as bait to lure the Reverse-Flash into a trap. The villain manages to escape, however, and proceeds to attack Wells and the police, mysteriously sparing Eddie before engaging in Barry again. Ronnie appears and fends off the Reverse-Flash before they both flee the scene. Joe tells Eddie about metahumans and asks him to keep it a secret. Cisco realizes that there were two speedsters in Barry's house the night Nora died. Later, Wells enters his secret room and reveals the Reverse-Flash suit in a hidden chamber. Wells places the stolen tachyon device on it, and speaks in the villainous speedster's distorted voice, revealing himself to be the Reverse-Flash.



	10
	10
	"Revenge of the Rogues"
	Nick Copus
	Kai Yu Wu & Geoff Johns
	January 20, 2015
	3J5360
	3.87[17]



	As Barry works on improving his speed through various training exercises, Leonard Snart returns to Central City with the cold gun and a new partner, Mick Rory, to set a trap for the Flash. Barry discovers his plan, and agrees with Wells not to engage Snart in the hope that he goes away and no one gets hurt like the last time. Snart and Rory, who now has a gun that can emit absolute hot temperatures, kidnap Caitlin to force Barry out of hiding. Cisco and Barry find a way to defeat Snart and Rory. The Flash faces the duo in the city for a showdown, exposing himself to the public. Barry eventually gets them to cross their streams with Eddie's help, successfully damaging the weapons and disabling the pair, who are arrested and the guns delivered to S.T.A.R. Labs. While in transport to Iron Heights, Snart and Rory are broken out by Snart's sister. Meanwhile, Caitlin investigates the cause of Ronnie's transformation and finds out that the Army[image: External link] is covering up the incident. After Iris moves in with Eddie, Barry decides to move back in with Joe.



	11
	11
	"The Sound and the Fury"
	John F. Showalter
	Alison Schapker & Brooke Eikmeier
	January 27, 2015
	3J5361
	4.08[18]



	While home, Wells receives a threatening call from an unidentified person before using his super speed to save his life from an attempt. Wells informs Barry and the team that the caller was Hartley Rathaway, a former protégé. Rathaway begins attacking his family's business with sonic blasts, and after Barry stops him, Rathaway reveals that he knows a secret of Wells', who states that Rathaway warned him that the particle accelerator could explode, but Wells chose to risk it for the rewards. Cisco discovers that Rathaway intentionally got caught so he could steal information from S.T.A.R. Labs that would allow him to identify the frequency of Barry's molecules so he can kill him. A trap set by Rathaway starts shredding Barry's organs. Wells manages to disable Rathaway's weapons. Later, Joe has Eddie start an investigation into Wells. Rathaway, imprisoned back in the particle accelerator, reveals to Cisco that he knows where Ronnie is and how to save him. In his secret room, Wells uses the tachyon technology to temporarily recharge his speed force energy. Meanwhile, Iris starts working as a journalist and realizes that she is hired to write about the Flash.



	12
	12
	"Crazy for You"
	Rob Hardy
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	February 3, 2015
	3J5362
	3.60[19]



	A woman with the ability to teleport to any location she can see breaks into Iron Heights and frees her boyfriend, Clay Parker. The S.T.A.R. Labs team identifies the woman as Shawna Baez. To help Barry, Henry tracks down leads in Iron Heights and finds out that Parker owed money to a local crime boss and is planning a heist to pay it back. Barry learns the location of the heist, finding Baez and Parker and is able to capture her after removing all the lights in a tunnel, effectively making her unable to teleport without being able to see. Parker manages to escape. Meanwhile, Cisco brings Rathaway out of his cell so that the latter can show the truth about Ronnie; Rathaway reveals that Doctor Martin Stein, who developed research into a F.I.R.E.S.T.O.R.M. project focused on transmuting elements, was at S.T.A.R. Labs the day of the explosion. Rathaway reveals that during the explosion Ronnie and Stein merged, before he escapes Cisco's custody. Barry starts dating Iris's colleague, Linda Park. Henry insinuates to Barry that he knows Barry's alter ego. Elsewhere, two city workers are attacked by Grodd.



	13
	13
	"The Nuclear Man"
	Glen Winter
	Andrew Kreisberg & Katherine Walczak[image: External link]
	February 10, 2015
	3J5363
	3.66[20]



	The team attempts to track Stein's whereabouts after he attacks a scientist. They convince Stein into coming back to S.T.A.R. Labs for testing. Wells discovers that Ronnie and Stein's atoms are in conflict, and if it continues they will become nuclear. Stein leaves for a secluded location to safely explode without casualties. Barry and Caitlin arrive and use a device Wells made from the tachyon to separate the bodies, but it apparently does not work, and the duo escapes the explosion, which alerts Eiling, who orders a team to recover "Firestorm". Meanwhile, Joe enlists Cisco's help to identify Nora's murderer. The duo searches the house and finds blood from two people behind some new wallpaper. Joe asks Cisco to compare the blood to Wells'. Cisco runs the blood and informs Joe that while neither is from Wells, one is from an adult Barry. In the meantime Linda believes Barry to be still in love with Iris, but he proves to Linda that he now loves her not Iris.



	14
	14
	"Fallout"
	Steve Surjik
	Keto Shimizu & Ben Sokolowski
	February 17, 2015
	3J5364
	4.01[21]



	Barry and Caitlin find Ronnie and Stein alive and separated, which Eiling also finds out. Joe reveals his findings to Barry. Ronnie and Stein realize that their minds are partially connected. Wells visits Eiling, who reveals that he knows Barry's alter ego and demands the F.I.R.E.S.T.O.R.M. project. Wells gives up Stein, who is tortured by Eiling until Barry and Ronnie save him. Ronnie and Stein reunite by the tachyon piece to survive the military onslaught. The duo gains enough control to be able to merge and separate on command. They decide to leave Central City to stay ahead of Eiling and learn more about their new powers. As the Reverse-Flash, Wells kidnaps Eiling and brings him to the sewers. He reveals himself to Eiling, and allows Grodd, who is displaying psychic abilities, to drag Eiling deeper into the sewer. Meanwhile, Iris's colleague, Mason Bridge tells her his belief that Wells deliberately caused the S.T.A.R. Labs explosion. Iris suspects Caitlin's activities and decides to help Mason with his investigation. Barry tells Joe that he will travel back in time again to save Nora, but intends to succeed by learning the mistakes in his previous attempt.



	15
	15
	"Out of Time"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Todd Helbing & Aaron Helbing
	March 17, 2015
	3J5365
	3.69[22]



	Mark Mardon, Clyde's brother, returns to Central City to avenge Clyde's death. Eddie and Linda get jealous of the intimacy between Barry and Iris. Mason shares his knowledge that Wells killed Stagg with Iris and Barry, who tells Caitlin and Cisco, who begins to believe Joe was right about Wells, so he rechecks the containment field that failed to hold the Reverse-Flash. Wells arrives and reveals himself to be Eobard Thawne, a relative of Eddie's and a man from the future who came back in time to kill Barry, and has since been stranded in the present day. Thawne also explains that he is pushing Barry to get stronger so that he can use Barry's powers to return to his time, and he murders Cisco to protect his secret. Mardon kidnaps Joe and forces him to watch as Mardon creates a tsunami in order to kill Iris. Barry reveals his secret identity to Iris, just after they admit to romantic feelings for each other, in order to save the city. Barry runs back and forth across the coastline to create a barrier against the tsunami, but he runs so fast that he travels back in time to the day before.



	16
	16
	"Rogue Time"
	John Behring
	Story by : Grainne Godfree

Teleplay by : Brooke Eikmeier & Kai Yu Wu
	March 24, 2015
	3J5366
	3.33[23]



	Thawne warns Barry not to change any event for fear that he will create a bigger problem. Barry does not listen and instead captures Mardon and puts him in the particle accelerator. Snart and Rory return to Central City. Snart sends his sister, Lisa after Cisco, whom they force to rebuild the cold and heat guns, and a third gun shooting gold for Lisa, by threatening to kill Cisco's brother. Iris rejects Barry's romantic approach and later Eddie punches him. Barry realizes that Thawne was right about not to manipulate the timeline[image: External link]. Cisco returns and reveals that Snart forced him to reveal the Flash's true identity. Barry goes after Snart, and the two come to a truce: Snart will not reveal Barry's identity, will no longer kill innocent people, and stay away from Barry's loved ones in exchange for Barry not locking him away in the particle accelerator. Caitlin tells Eddie and Iris that Barry is suffering from psychosis as a result of the lightning, making the duo reconcile with him and settling the tension. The Reverse-Flash kills Mason and destroys the evidence linking Thawne to Stagg's death. Mason's vanishing causes Barry to accept Joe was right about "Wells".



	17
	17
	"Tricksters"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Andrew Kreisberg
	March 31, 2015
	3J5367
	3.67[24]



	Barry and Joe go after terrorist Axel Walker, under the alias Trickster. Walker sets a diversion for the Flash and breaks James Jesse, the original Trickster from 20 years prior, out of prison. Jesse and Walker attempt to extort patrons of fundraiser by poisoning them and ransoming the antidote. When the Flash arrives, Jesse and Walker fit him with a bomb that will detonate if he stops moving. Thawne coaches Barry on how to vibrate his molecules so that he can phase through objects, which removes the bomb. Afterward, Barry provides an antidote to all the patrons before capturing Jasse and Walker. The Flash reveals his identity to Eddie and convinces him to keep Iris from investigating Mason's disappearance. Barry tells Eddie and Joe that "Wells" is the Reverse-Flash. In flashbacks, after failing to kill Barry, the Reverse-Flash escapes only to lose his speed. Gideon informs him that travelling through time has drained his powers. Thawne kills Harrison Wells and steals his appearance and identity so he can develop the particle accelerator sooner and return to his timeline.



	18
	18
	"All Star Team Up"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Grainne Godfree & Kai Yu Wu
	April 14, 2015
	3J5368
	3.67[25]



	As Barry works in conjunction with Joe and Eddie to stop crimes across the city, an engineering professor is killed by a swarm of bees at a university. While the team searches for a metahuman that can control bees, Felicity arrives with Ray Palmer, looking for assistance to improve his A.T.O.M. suit. The team tracks another bee attack, but Barry is too late and is attacked by the swarm. The team captures one of the bees, which turns out to be a robot and their suspect just a scientist from Mercury Labs named Brie Larvan, who is targeting other former employees. During the next bee attack, Barry goes after Larvan while Ray attempts to stop the bees from killing Dr. Tina McGee. Felicity disables the robots, and Barry captures Larvan. Tina tells Barry that "Wells" personality changed after his wife's demise. Iris threatens Eddie to break up if he does not share his secret. Barry informs Caitlin and Cisco about "Wells". She does not want believe it, but Cisco does, revealing that he has been having "dreams", which show his final moments with Thawne in the alternate timeline.



	19
	19
	"Who Is Harrison Wells?"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Ray Utarnachitt & Cortney Norris
	April 21, 2015
	3J5369
	3.75[26]



	Barry and Eddie track a metahuman named Hannibal Bates, who can shape-shift into anyone he touches. Bates takes Eddie's shape and frames him for murder. Later, Bates knocks Barry unconscious and assumes his form, but Thawne realizes the truth and prevents Bates from killing Caitlin and Iris. Bates manages to escape. Caitlin develops a serum to suppress Bates' power, allowing Barry to defeat him and clear Eddie's name. Iris reconciles with Eddie, who reveals his cooperation with the Flash. Bates is locked in the particle accelerator. Meanwhile, Joe and Cisco decide to investigate the car accident scene in Starling City where Dr. Wells' wife died. With the help of Captain Quentin Lance[image: External link], Cisco and Joe locate a buried corpse near the crash site. Cisco also modifies a sonic device for Laurel. Joe advises Quentin to reconcile with her. After a series of tests confirm the corpse is the real Dr. Wells, Barry, Caitlin and Cisco locate Thawne's secret room at S.T.A.R. Labs. They find both the Reverse-Flash's costume and the newspaper article from 2024.



	20
	20
	"The Trap"
	Steve Shill[image: External link]
	Alison Schapker & Brooke Eikmeier
	April 28, 2015
	3J5370
	3.93[27]



	Barry talks to Gideon and learns about his battle with the Reverse-Flash in the future, as well as key moments in his life that include marrying Iris, a promotion at the CCPD, and that he created Gideon in the future. With high-tech goggles, the team reawakens Cisco's memories of his alternate-timeline death and the secrets Wells confessed. The team regroups at Joe's house, where Barry reveals his recent time travel and explains his plan to lure Thawne to confess to killing Nora. To trap Thawne, Cisco reverses the polarity of his containment field to protect himself from Thawne, while Caitlin films the interaction to capture Thawne's confession. The trap fails, but Joe shoots Thawne before he can kill Cisco. As Thawne dies, his body transforms, revealing himself to be Bates. Thawne himself calls the team, revealing that he was always aware of their actions because he had them under surveillance. Reverse-Flash goes after Iris and Eddie, but Barry arrives, forcing Thawne to kidnap Eddie instead. Iris finds out about the Flash's identity. Thawne reveals his relation to Eddie. Flashbacks reveal the aftermath of Barry being struck by lightning, and Thawne convincing Joe to let him save Barry's life, and promising to a comatose Barry that he will die.



	21
	21
	"Grodd Lives"
	Dermott Downs
	Grainne Godfree & Kai Yu Wu
	May 5, 2015
	3J5371
	3.62[28]



	While looking for Eddie and Eobard, Barry heads to stop a robbery at the gold reserve. When Barry confronts the would-be thief, they are both disoriented by an unknown psychological attack. Back at S.T.A.R. Labs, Iris confronts Barry about being the Flash. He is able to stop the thief, who turns out to be Eiling, whose mind is revealed to be controlled by Grodd. With a lead from Iris, Barry, Joe and Cisco head into the sewers to look for Grodd. The trio realize that Grodd is getting smarter and larger, and during an attack, Joe is kidnapped by Grodd. Cisco and Caitlin build Barry a device that will prevent Grodd's effect. It works, but the device gets damaged in a fight. Barry is able to fight off Grodd's psychic attack and trick him into jumping in front of an on-coming train. Eiling is freed. Iris reveals her feelings for Barry, but states her choice to be with Eddie. Grodd is revealed to be safe and roaming the streets. Meanwhile, Thawne works on a device that will allow him to return to his own time. He reveals to Eddie, Iris and Barry's marriage in the future. Later Thawne completes the device and is revealed to be hiding in a secret chamber inside S.T.A.R. Labs.



	22
	22
	"Rogue Air"
	Doug Aarniokoski[image: External link]
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	May 12, 2015
	3J5372
	3.65[29]



	Cisco discovers that Eobard has been supercharging his speed through his wheelchair, which is why he is so much faster than Barry. The particle accelerator is activated by Eobard, who has managed to repair it. The team is able to find and rescue Eddie, who ends his relationship with Iris. Worried that the metahumans imprisoned inside the particle accelerator will be killed when it reaches full power, the team plans to relocate them to Oliver's prison on Lian Yu. In order to set up a safe transport, Barry requests Leonard's help. Leonard agrees but only after Barry erases all of Leonard's criminal record. Leonard and Lisa sabotage the transport and allow the metahumans to escape, killing Simmons however. Eobard arrives back at the lab just as the accelerator fully charges. Barry, Firestorm and Oliver all meet outside to fight Reverse-Flash. They coordinate their efforts; Oliver stops him with a nanite injection that disables Eobard's speed and knocks him out. Oliver leaves after informing Barry of an upcoming help request.



	23
	23
	"Fast Enough"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Gabrielle Stanton & Andrew Kreisberg
	May 19, 2015
	3J5373
	3.87[30]



	Barry visits Thawne in the particle accelerator prison, where Thawne reveals he killed Nora because of hating the Flash, whose future self saved him. Eobard requests Barry to help create a wormhole where Thawne can return to his time, while also allowing Barry to save Nora. Caitlin and Ronnie get married. Eobard tells Cisco that the latter's ability to recall events of alternate timelines was acquired from the particle accelerator explosion. Barry decides to go through with Thawne's offer. The latter states that Barry will have only a short time, or else the wormhole will become a black hole. Barry travels back in time, but his future self signals him not to save Nora. The present Barry returns and stops Thawne from returning to his time. The two fight, while the team shuts down the wormhole. Thawne eventually prevails, but before he can kill Barry, Eddie shoots himself, causing Thawne's existence to cease. The wormhole reappears, and the team is unable to prevent it from becoming a black hole. As the black hole begins to tear the city apart, pulling Eddie inside, Barry speeds into it in an effort to stop it.
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	24
	1
	"The Man Who Saved Central City"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Gabrielle Stanton
	October 6, 2015
	3J5651
	3.58[31]



	Ronnie and Stein turn into Firestorm and destroy the singularity, but at the cost of Ronnie's life. Six months later, while using his speed to repair Central City, Barry operates alone, being the hero and savior of the public and the local government; Cisco works in the police department alongside Joe, and Caitlin works at Mercury Labs. Barry evaluates a crime scene with a victim named Al Rothstein. At a ceremony, the Flash is attacked by Atom-Smasher, whose strength and size manipulation prove too much for Barry, but manages to force his mask off. Underneath the mask Atom-Smasher is revealed to look exactly like Rothstein. Barry is convinced by Joe and the others that he needs help in taking down certain metahumans and Rothstein is defeated by over absorbing radiation. As he dies, Rothstein tells Barry that he was sent to kill him by a person called Zoom. Barry receives a flash memory from Thawne's lawyer containing Thawne's confession to killing Nora. Henry is exonerated and released from prison, and leaves Central City so that Barry can focus on being the Flash. A man arrives at S.T.A.R. Labs and, introducing himself as Jay Garrick, tells the team their world is in danger.



	25
	2
	"Flash of Two Worlds"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing[image: External link]
	October 13, 2015
	3J5652
	3.49[32]



	Jay explains to everyone that he is the Flash on a parallel Earth and that he was in a battle with a demonic speedster named Zoom when the singularity brought him to this Earth without his powers. Stein confirms the claim, describing their world as "Earth-1" and Jay's as "Earth-2". Zoom brings another metahuman from Earth-2 called Sand Demon, later identified as Eddie Slick, to kill the Flash. Cisco analyzes the "sand" left behind and has a vision of the previous fight, frightening him. After Slick kidnaps Officer Patty Spivot, Jay teaches Barry how to hurl lightning. Cisco uses his power to find Patty's location. Barry uses the lightning blast to turn Sand Demon's particles to glass, killing him. Patty reveals to Joe that Mark Mardon killed her father. She joins Joe's metahuman task force. Cisco divulges his ability to Stein, and convinces him not to tell anyone. Stein and Cisco are able to locate 52 breaches with the Earth-2, with the largest one being within S.T.A.R. Labs itself. Joe's estranged wife, Francine, pays him a visit. Stein collapses while talking. On Earth-2 it's revealed that the Harrison Wells of this world is alive and in charge of S.T.A.R. Labs.



	26
	3
	"Family of Rogues"
	John F. Showalter
	Julian Meiojas & Katherine Walczak[image: External link]
	October 20, 2015
	3J5653
	3.47[33]



	Jay creates a device that stabilizes the singularity and will allow him to return home, but he opts to stay to help Barry stop Zoom. Meanwhile, Lisa Snart shows up asking for Flash's help in rescuing Snart, whom she believes was kidnapped. Barry tracks down Snart, who is revealed not to be kidnapped but is working with his father, Lewis. Lisa states that Snart would never work with Lewis willingly, because the latter was abusive toward her when she was a child. Eventually, the team determines that Lewis placed a bomb inside of Lisa and threatened to kill her if Snart did not help him with his theft. Barry infiltrates Lewis' crew with assistance from Snart. Cisco successfully removes the bomb from Lisa, so Snart uses his cold gun to kill his father in retaliation. Snart is incarcerated in Iron Heights and Lisa leaves. Joe reveals to Iris that Francine is alive and a former addict. Stein turns into Firestorm, but with blue flames. Earth-2's Wells arrives at the lab through the breach.



	27
	4
	"The Fury of Firestorm"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Kai Yu Wu[image: External link] & Joe Peracchio
	October 27, 2015
	3J5654
	3.43[34]



	The team is able to temporarily stabilize Stein. Caitlin states that he needs to merge with a new person in order to survive. She identifies two potential candidates: a scientist named Henry Hewitt and a former high school football star named Jefferson Jackson[image: External link]. Hewitt is excited to merge with Stein, but the attempt fails and Hewitt leaves angrily, not knowing that his own metahuman powers have been activated. Jefferson initially refuses, but agrees when Hewitt goes on rampage. After the successful merger, the new Firestorm joins Barry in helping to take down Hewitt, who is incarcerated. Before departing with Jefferson, Stein encourages Cisco to tell the others about his powers. Meanwhile, Francine reveals that she is suffering from a terminal illness and only has months to live. Iris later confronts her for hiding the existence of the former's brother. In the meantime, Wells breaks into Mercury Labs and steals an unknown device. Later, Barry is attacked by a humanoid shark monster sent by Zoom, but is saved by Wells.



	28
	5
	"The Darkness and the Light"
	Steve Shill[image: External link]
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Grainne Godfree
	November 3, 2015
	3J5655
	3.87[35]



	Wells, who Cisco nicknames "Harry" to distinguish him from Thawne, reveals that he is responsible for the creation of the metahumans and Zoom in Earth-2. He states that he plans to help Barry's team stop Zoom and other metahumans. At the same time, a metahuman from Earth-2 called Doctor Light[image: External link] arrives and starts robbing banks. Barry recognizes her as the Earth-2 version of Linda. Later, Light attempts to kill Linda and take over her identity, but accidentally kills Linda's boss and is stopped by Barry's team in the process. Harry reveals Cisco's powers to the team, which Cisco uses to locate Light. Barry defeats her with the help of Harry. After locking Light up, they plan to use her to lure Zoom out and defeat him for good. Jay, who dislikes Harry and vice versa, thinks it is too dangerous and leaves the team. Meanwhile, Barry starts dating Patty while Cisco starts a date with a barista named Kendra Saunders. Cisco picks the nickname "Vibe" for himself. Back on Earth-2, it is revealed that Zoom has Harry's daughter[image: External link] captive.



	29
	6
	"Enter Zoom"
	JJ Makaro
	Gabrielle Stanton & Brooke Eikmeier
	November 10, 2015
	3J5656
	3.63[36]



	As the team works to find a way to stop Zoom, Linda-2 escapes from her containment cell. Instead, the Earth-1 Linda agrees to help the team by impersonating Linda-2. Barry reveals his alter ego to her. Harry creates a speed dampening serum and the team stages a fight at one of the breaches in order to trick Zoom through. The attempt fails, as Zoom knew the plan. Instead, he goes after Linda, before fighting Barry. Zoom is much faster and easily overpowers Barry, showing him defeated with his unconscious body to the local news and the police station before ultimately returning to S.T.A.R. Labs. Zoom stabs Barry with his hand, but Cisco shoots him with the serum, which hurts Zoom, but still leaves him with enough speed to escape. Later, Harry reveals that Zoom has his daughter, Jesse, and that he came to Earth-1 to stop Zoom. Barry wakes from his injuries and discovers that he can no longer feel his legs.



	30
	7
	"Gorilla Warfare"
	Dermott Downs
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	November 17, 2015
	3J5657
	3.46[37]



	Barry manages to recover from the paralysis, but is unable to use his powers due to the psychological trauma of Zoom exposing Barry's defeat to the city. Iris reaches out to Henry, who returns to help Barry overcome his fears. Wells formulates a plan to close all of the breaches, except one, through which Zoom can enter into the trap set for him. Cisco touches Kendra, but leaves after seeing a winged person in a vibe. Grodd returns, using scientists to steal various chemicals in the hopes of creating more gorillas with his level of intelligence. He later kidnaps Caitlin to help him with his plan. Harry dresses up as the Reverse-Flash in order to trick Grodd into thinking that his "father" is still alive. The plan works long enough for Harry to rescue Caitlin before they both escape. After Barry is fully recovered, they lure Grodd to one of the dimensional breaches and send him to a jungle sanctuary for gorillas that have been experimented on in Earth-2. Later, Cisco meets Kendra again, this time vibing and seeing her as the winged figure.



	31
	8
	"Legends of Today"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	December 1, 2015
	3J5658
	3.94[38]



	
Vandal Savage arrives in Central City, seeking to kill Kendra. Barry goes to Star City and enlists the help of Oliver and his team to protect her. The team is visited by Malcolm who informs them that Savage is an immortal. Later, Kendra is kidnapped by Hawkman, but Barry and Oliver rescue her and capture Hawkman, who introducing himself as Carter Hall, tells them he and Kendra are soulmates who have been connected for millennia. The pair are destined to die, be reborn, and find each other in each lifetime. Carter also reveals that Savage has killed the pair several times, each time growing stronger. Savage acquires the Staff of Horus, a deadly weapon. Kendra unlocks her abilities and the team decides to regroup in Central City, where Oliver witnesses Samantha Clayton with her son, who is also his. Meanwhile, Caitlin and Harry create a serum that will temporarily increase Barry's speed so that he can defeat Zoom. Jay initially refuses to test the serum, but changes his mind to save Harry when the latter is shot by an unaware Patty, whom Joe later informs about the truth. However, Jay advises against using the serum on Barry.



This episode begins a crossover that concludes on Arrow season 4 episode 8[image: External link]. The two episodes also set up Legends of Tomorrow.




	32
	9
	"Running to Stand Still"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Andrew Kreisberg
	December 8, 2015
	3J5659
	3.55[39]



	Mardon breaks James Jesse and Snart out of Iron Heights in an effort to team up to kill the Flash. Snart declines and alerts Barry. Jesse and Mardon place bombs hidden in Christmas gifts throughout the city, threatening to set them off in family homes if Barry does not sacrifice himself. Wells, Cisco, and Jay find one of the bombs and alter its magnetic polarity; they send it into one of the dimensional breaches, which causes it to attract the remaining bombs, removing them from the city. With them gone, Barry subdues Mardon and Jesse, dissuading Patty from killing Mardon. Meanwhile, Iris and Barry tell Joe about the latter's son named Wally, who later shows up at Joe's. Caitlin and Jay start a romantic relationship. Elsewhere, Zoom is revealed to be sending metahumans in order to help Barry get faster so that Zoom can take the latter's speed force, which Harry reluctantly agrees to help Zoom with because of his daughter, Jesse.



	33
	10
	"Potential Energy"
	Rob Hardy
	Bryan Q. Miller
	January 19, 2016
	3J5660
	3.41[40]



	Cisco presents a new idea to slow Zoom down, telling the team about a metahuman, whom he has dubbed the "Turtle", who has the ability to stop the kinetic energy around him and slow everyone to a halt. After Barry fails to stop the Turtle, identified as Russell Glosson, at a diamond unveiling, the team sets a trap at an art exhibit. Barry invites Patty with the intention of telling her his secret, but Glosson is aware of the trap and almost kills Patty before escaping. Later, Glosson kidnaps Patty. The team tracks him down and Barry is able to generate enough speed to move through the kinetic waves to knock him unconscious and save Patty. Patty tells Barry that she is leaving Central City and Harry kills Glosson by extracting a portion of his brain matter. Meanwhile, Joe struggles to develop a relationship with Wally, who has been street racing in an attempt to earn enough money for Francine's medical bills. Caitlin discovers that Jay is dying of an illness caused by Zoom stealing his speed. They vow to stop Zoom to get Jay's speed back in order to cure Jay.



	34
	11
	"The Reverse-Flash Returns"
	Michael A. Allowitz[image: External link]
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	January 26, 2016
	3J5661
	3.71[41]



	The team discovers Turtle's death and Jay suspects Harry. Cisco asks Harry for help in controlling his vibing abilities. The latter determines they are connected to Cisco's fear response and triggers a vibe which alerts the team that Eobard Thawne is back. Harry surmises that this version of Thawne is from a point in the future before he went back in time to kill Nora and was protected from being erased. Cisco has a vibe of the future, and the team learns that Thawne is planning to use tachyons to return to his time. Barry arrives and destroys the machine. After a race around the city, Barry stops Thawne and imprisons him at the particle accelerator. However, his capture causes a rupture in the timeline that threatens to kill Cisco, so Barry sends Thawne back to the future to save his friend. Meanwhile, Patty discovers Barry is the Flash but, when he refuses to acknowledge it, she chooses to leave the city. Iris learns that Francine's death is imminent and reconciles with her. Wally takes her advice to do the same.



	35
	12
	"Fast Lane"
	Rachel Talalay[image: External link]
	Story by : Brooke Eikmeier

Teleplay by : Kai Yu Wu & Joe Peracchio
	February 2, 2016
	3J5662
	3.66[42]



	Right before the particle accelerator explosion, Joey Monteleone was thrown into a tar pit and left for dead. Sealed away, he is freed two years later with the ability to turn his body into molten tar. He sets out to get revenge on those who attempted to kill him. Harry creates a device to siphon Barry's speed energy and attaches it to his suit. It steals a portion of Barry's speed. Wells gives the energy to Zoom, who demands the rest. Meanwhile, Wells and Barry also successfully find a way to close the breaches. While going after Joey, Iris is injured when Barry is too slow to save her. Wells tells the team about the device, asking to be returned to Earth-2 and have Barry seal the breaches so Zoom cannot re-enter. After stopping Joey, Barry informs Wells that the team will help the latter to save Jesse. In the meantime, Wally continues racing even after Francine's death.



	36
	13
	"Welcome to Earth-2"
	Millicent Shelton[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Katherine Walczak
	February 9, 2016
	3J5663
	3.96[43]



	Before heading to Earth-2, Barry closes all but one of the breaches, which is at S.T.A.R. Labs. Using the last breach, Barry, Cisco, and Harry travel to Earth-2, but an energy surge destabilizes the breach and the trio get stuck in Earth-2. Barry decides to impersonate his doppelgänger to get more information on Zoom. He later meets the Iris and Joe of Earth-2 and learns that Iris, who is his doppelgänger's wife, works for the CCPD while Joe is a singer. Barry is attacked by Earth-2's Caitlin and Ronnie, known as Killer Frost and Deathstorm respectively. Joe is killed in the attack. Cisco attempts to help the police stop the pair, but is confronted by his own evil doppelgänger, known as "Reverb" and revealed to have greater powers, including control over nervous systems and manipulation of vibrations. Barry arrives and is stopped by Reverb and Deathstorm. Zoom arrives, kills Reverb and Deathstorm for harming the Flash, and then imprisons Barry. Meanwhile, a new metahuman named Adam Fells appears in Earth-1 Central City. Jay tells Caitlin that he invented Velocity-6, which is the real reason why he lost his speed. Caitlin develops Velocity-7, which Jay uses to engage Fells, who escapes.



	37
	14
	"Escape from Earth-2"
	JJ Makaro
	Story by : Todd Helbing & Aaron Helbing

Teleplay by : David Kob
	February 16, 2016
	3J5664
	3.90[44]



	On Earth-2, Zoom issues a demand to Central City to turn in Wells and attacks S.T.A.R. Labs to find Wells and Cisco; but the two escape with Barry-2. The trio updates Iris-2 on what happened with Barry-1. They decide to convince Caitlin-2 to help. After a fight, Caitlin-2 agrees to take the team to Zoom. They arrive and rescue Barry-1 and Jesse, but Zoom shows up too. They are able to escape by the help of Caitlin-2, who keeps Zoom frozen and unable to move, but a third unidentified prisoner, who tries to reveal something about Jay, is left behind. Barry-2 and Iris-2 leave Central City to hide from Zoom. Meanwhile on Earth-1, Caitlin-1 creates "Velocity 9", which Jay uses to stop Adam, who gets incarcerated in Iron Heights. Caitlin-1 discovers that Velocity 9 can cure Jay. The latter, Caitlin, Iris and Joe stabilize the breach and allow Barry-1, Cisco, Harry, and Jesse to return, but Zoom stabs his arm through Jay and pulls him back through the closing breach to Earth-2.



	38
	15
	"King Shark"
	Hanelle Culpepper
	Benjamin Raab & Deric A. Hughes
	February 23, 2016
	3J5665
	3.80[45]



	While everyone tries to move on, the humanoid shark-monster that Harry stopped, known as "King Shark," escapes A.R.G.U.S. custody and heads for Central City to kill the Flash. John Diggle and Lyla Michaels, the new director, arrive to warn Barry. King Shark, later identified as Shay Lamden, shows up at Barry's home looking for the Flash, tracking Barry's electrical field. A.R.G.U.S. arrives and forces Shay to retreat. Later, Barry forces King Shark to chase him out on the water, where Barry creates an electrified underwater cyclone that subdues the latter, and allows A.R.G.U.S. to imprison him again, with Lyla planning to find a cure. Barry vows to open a breach back to Earth-2 to stop Zoom. Meanwhile, Barry and Wally find it hard to develop a relationship. After Caitlin becomes cold due to Jay's death, Cisco becomes scared that she will become Killer Frost; but she assures him that she is only dealing with her grief. Back on Earth-2, it is revealed that, underneath his mask, Zoom looks exactly like Jay.



	39
	16
	"Trajectory"
	Glen Winter
	Lauren Certo & Lilah Vandenburgh
	March 22, 2016
	3J5666
	3.00[46]



	Barry starts training to get faster so that he can stop Zoom. While out with friends at a club for downtime, Barry and the other club patrons are robbed by an unknown speedster, who then escapes. The speedster turns out to be Eliza Harmon, a Mercury Labs employee who developed Velocity-9 from samples Caitlin gave her to help with Jay's illness. Operating under the alias "Trajectory", Harmon invades S.T.A.R. Labs, imprisons Barry, and demands more V-9. After she threatens Jesse's life, Wells and Caitlin make more of the drug for Harmon, who then speeds off to wreak havoc on the city. Barry manages to stop her before she injects more V-9 into her system. Barry watches as Harmon's speed becomes so intense that her lightning turns blue and she disintegrates. Jesse decides to leave the city to experience the world on her own and stop Wells from doing harmful things just to protect her. Based on what Barry saw from the overuse of V-9, the similarities between Zoom's speed and Jay's sickness, and Cisco's "vibe", the team concludes that Jay is Zoom.



	40
	17
	"Flash Back"
	Alice Troughton
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	March 29, 2016
	3J5667
	3.39[47]



	Barry travels back in time to when Hartley Rathaway attacked the team, and switches places with his past self, in order to have Thawne help him solve the speed force equation. However, after a Time Wraith follows Barry to the past, Thawne deduces Barry's deception. Barry is able to convince Eobard to help him become faster. The wraith comes to the lab, where Caitlin and Cisco are forced to accept help from Hartley to deter the wraith. Afterward, the Barry from the current time arrives, forcing an explanation of the time travel event. Thawne provides the future Barry with the information about the tachyon technology, so that he can return to his time. As Barry prepares to make the jump through time, the Wraith arrives, forcing the past timeline's Barry to intervene, so that his future self can return. Back in his time, Barry is confronted by the Wraith, but a reformed Hartley arrives with his sonic gauntlets and defeats the wraith. Barry gives Iris a footage of Eddie recorded in the alternate timeline, advising her to move on with her life.



	41
	18
	"Versus Zoom"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Joe Peracchio & David Kob
	April 19, 2016
	3J5668
	3.03[48]



	Years earlier on Earth-2, a young Hunter Zolomon watches as his father murders his mother and is subsequently sent to an orphanage. In present day, Barry tests the tachyon accelerator and is able to enhance his speed four times greater than normal. Barry decides to re-open a breach back to Earth-2, and he believes that Cisco's powers are the key to opening the portals. Meanwhile Caitlin reveals that Jay's Earth-1 doppelgänger is Zolomon and Wells, shocked to hear this, reveals that Earth-2 Zolomon was a convicted serial killer. Zolomon was receiving electroconvulsive therapy during the explosion, and was one of the many affected. With this revelation, the team confirms that "Jay" is Hunter. Cisco opens a breach, and Zoom immediately appears, chasing Barry back to S.T.A.R. Labs. There, Barry uses images of Zolomon's parents as a distraction to trap him, but Hunter escapes, claiming to be "the darkness". Zolomon kidnaps Wally and demands Barry's speed in exchange for Wally's life. Barry agrees, so Wells siphons all of his speed force, leaving Barry powerless. Zolomon injects the speed force into himself, and he kidnaps Caitlin with his enhanced speed before escaping.



	42
	19
	"Back to Normal"
	John F. Showalter
	Brooke Roberts & Katherine Walczak
	April 26, 2016
	3J5669
	3.39[49]



	As Barry adjusts to life without his powers, Wells decides to leave the lab to look for Jesse. Shortly after speaking with her, Wells is attacked and kidnapped by Griffin Grey, believing him to be Thawne, who demands that Wells find a cure for his metahuman abilities. Grey has superhuman strength, but is also aging rapidly. Barry discovers that, when Grey uses his super strength, he accelerates the aging process. Barry, Joe, Cisco and Jesse manipulate Grey into exerting his powers until he ages and dies as a weak, old man; his body then reverts back to its 18-year-old self. To fight Zoom, Wells offers to recreate the circumstances that gave Barry his speed. Meanwhile on Earth-2, Zolomon tells Caitlin that he kidnapped her because he is in love with her. Caitlin encounters her doppelgänger, Killer Frost, who was captured by Zolomon as a reminder of Caitlin. Killer Frost convinces Caitlin to help her escape, but then attempts to kill her. Zoom arrives and kills Killer Frost, then warns Caitlin not to free the man in the iron mask. Later, Hunter decides to conquer the other Earths in the multiverse and takes Caitlin with him back to Earth-1.



	43
	20
	"Rupture"
	Armen V. Kevorkian
	Kai Yu Wu & Lauren Certo
	May 3, 2016
	3J5670
	3.34[50]



	While Barry keeps declining Harrison's offer, the team rigs a hologram of the Flash to stop crime around the city so that no one will know the truth. Henry returns to Central City and joins the team. He argues with Wells on the safety of another explosion. Hunter and Caitlin arrive back on Earth-1 with Hunter declaring the city under his control. Iris confesses her feelings to Barry. The Earth-2 version of Dante Ramon, called "Rupture," arrives on Earth-1 looking to kill Cisco, believing that Cisco killed his Earth-2 brother. Zolomon sends Dante-2 after the police to send the city a message. Barry and the police stop Dante-2, but Zolomon arrives and kills the officers himself, as well as Dante-2 for failing. He then publicly announces the Flash's disappearance. Cisco and Dante-1 become closer. Barry finally agrees to Harrison's plan. During the process, Barry is seemingly vaporized, while Jesse and Wally are caught in the blast.



	44
	21
	"The Runaway Dinosaur"
	Kevin Smith
	Zack Stentz
	May 10, 2016
	3J5671
	3.52[51]



	Wally regains consciousness, but Jesse remains in a coma. Cisco has a vibe of Barry and realizes that he is still alive and in the speed force. Barry meets physical manifestations of the speed force in faces familiar to him. The speed force informs Barry that he cannot leave unless he catches a mysterious moving figure, thus gaining his speed back. Cisco and Wells create a path into the speed force so Barry can escape, but the latter chooses to remain so he can earn his powers back. The speed force tells Barry that he cannot become the Flash again until he finally accepts Nora's death. Barry shares a moment with the physical manifestation of Nora, which allows him to finally catch the moving figure himself. With his powers restored and help from Cisco and Iris, Barry returns to S.T.A.R. Labs in time to save the team from the reanimated corpse of Tony Woodward. Afterwards, Barry uses a bit of speed force energy to bring Jesse out of her coma. Across town, Zolomon has assembled an army of metahumans from Earth-2, planning to unleash them on Central City.



	45
	22
	"Invincible"
	Jesse Warn
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Brooke Roberts & David Kob
	May 17, 2016
	3J5672
	3.37[52]



	Caitlin returns to the team, but not without emotional trauma from being kidnapped. Zoom's army wreaks havoc across the city. Barry puts out several fires and takes out some of the metahumans to help the police. Back at S.T.A.R. Labs, Barry displays a level of confidence in stopping Zoom that concerns the team and each of them attempts to convince him to be more cautious. Among the attackers is Laurel Lance's doppelgänger, "Black Siren", who attacks various buildings around Central City using sonic blasts. Wally begins taking on metahumans trying to repay the Flash for saving him. The team creates a sonic amplifier tuned to the frequency of Earth-2. They discharge it and render all Earth-2 natives unconscious, allowing Barry to apprehend them all at once, although Zoom survives by escaping to Earth-2. Meanwhile, Cisco begins having vibes of a future Earth-2 being destroyed. Barry convinces Joe to let Wally be a hero. Later, Zoom returns and kidnaps Henry in front of the team. Barry races after them, revealing his identity to Wally, and is forced to watch Zoom kill Henry.



	46
	23
	"The Race of His Life"
	Antonio Negret
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	May 24, 2016
	3J5673
	3.35[53]



	Zolomon manages to escape Barry by creating a time remnant. After Henry's funeral, Hunter challenges Barry to a race to determine who is faster, threatening to kill everyone Barry loves if he refuses. Harrison discovers Hunter is in possession of a magnetar, a device that will destroy every planet in the Multiverse except Earth-1 which requires both their speeds to power. When an enraged and vengeful Barry refuses to back out, the team locks him in the pipeline and forces Zolomon back to Earth-2 themselves; but Hunter abducts Joe in the process. Wally discovers this and frees Barry, who agrees to Zolomon's race. As Barry races Zolomon around the magnetar, he creates a time remnant of himself who frees Joe and destroys the machine, but at the cost of his life. The "prime" Barry defeats Zolomon, who is then taken away by Time Wraiths for his crimes against the timeline. Barry rescues the man in the iron mask, who is revealed to be the real Jay Garrick, Henry's Earth-3 doppelgänger. Wells and Jesse return to Earth-2 with Jay, who plans to return to Earth-3 from there. Barry, still feeling broken and defeated, travels back in time and stops Thawne from killing Nora.
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	47
	1
	"Flashpoint"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Brooke Roberts
	October 4, 2016
	T27.13101
	3.17[54]



	After preventing the murder of Nora Allen, Barry returns with Eobard Thawne to the present and imprisons him in a cage that dampens his speed. In the new timeline, which Thawne dubs "Flashpoint", both of Barry's parents are alive; Joe has a poor relationship with Wally and Iris and is chronically in trouble at work; Cisco is a billionaire tech magnate; and Caitlin is a pediatric ophthalmologist. There is also a new Flash in Central City called Kid Flash struggling with his own nemesis, Edward Clariss, known as "The Rival". Barry begins losing his memories of the original timeline due to the new timeline becoming permanent. After discovering Kid Flash is Wally, Barry teams up with him and stops Clariss, but Wally is critically injured in the process. Realizing that the new timeline is worse for those closest to him, Barry is forced to let Thawne return to the past and kill Nora, resetting the timeline and restoring Barry's memories. Back in the present, Barry learns that the timeline did not reset exactly and Joe and Iris do not talk to each other anymore. Meanwhile, Clariss is confronted by a mysterious voice and finds the message "Alchemy" being scratched into his mirror by an invisible force.



	48
	2
	"Paradox"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing[image: External link]
	October 11, 2016
	T27.13102
	2.80[55]



	Barry learns of multiple changes to the timeline: Iris has not forgiven Joe for concealing that her mother was alive, Cisco is angry with him for not altering the timeline to save his brother Dante from being killed, and he has a new CSI partner, Julian Albert, who does not like or trust him. Barry decides to travel back to fix the damage, but he is intercepted by Jay Garrick. Jay tells Barry that the timeline never resets exactly and he has to learn to live with his mistakes. Meanwhile, Clariss has visions of "Flashpoint" and locates the person responsible, Alchemy, who restores Clariss' powers and full "Flashpoint" memories. Barry tells the team about the timeline's alterations before confronting Clariss at an abandoned warehouse. Alchemy is there as well, saying that he is preparing for a future event. Cisco arrives and helps Barry defeat Clariss, who is then incarcerated in Iron Heights. The team determines Alchemy is creating other metahumans from "Flashpoint" whom they need to track down. Cisco and Barry reconcile, as do Iris and Joe. Caitlin is secretly revealed to have gained cryokinetic powers. Barry and Iris begin dating, while Clariss is confronted by the voice of Alchemy for his failure before being killed inside his cell by an unidentified metallic being.



	49
	3
	"Magenta"
	Armen V. Kevorkian
	Judalina Neira & David Kob
	October 18, 2016
	T27.13103
	2.67[56]



	Wells and Jesse return to Earth-1, where she reveals she has gained super speed from the second dark matter blast. Wells hopes everyone will dissuade her from using her powers. Elsewhere, foster child Frankie Kane develops metahuman magnetic powers that manifest as an alternate personality, Magenta, who attacks her abusive foster father. Julian confronts Frankie at the station and is nearly killed by Magenta. Barry learns from Magenta that she got her powers from Alchemy. She escapes and later goes to the Central City Hospital to kill her foster father by dropping an oil tanker on the building. Barry creates a vortex to hold the tanker in place, but is unable to confront Magenta simultaneously. Wells sends Jesse to help. She takes over the vortex while Barry talks Kane into gaining control over Magenta. Wally, grappling with disappointment over having no speed, realizes he is having the same dreams from "Flashpoint" that Kane describes. Wells tells Jesse that he will support her decision and presents her with her own speedster costume. Joe later shows Barry and Julian footage of Clariss being killed in his cell by an unseen force, manifesting only as a flying ball of white light.



	50
	4
	"The New Rogues"
	Stefan Pleszczynski
	Benjamin Raab & Deric A. Hughes
	October 25, 2016
	T27.13104
	2.80[57]



	Three years ago, Sam Scudder and Rosalind Dillon, former cohorts of Leonard Snart, were caught in the original particle accelerator explosion. In the present, Barry begins training Jesse on how to use her powers. Wells suggests the team locate a doppelgänger of his from another Earth to replace him on the team once he and Jesse leave. Scudder returns from being trapped in a mirror-like dimension with the ability to transport himself and others through reflective surfaces. He reunites with Dillon, who now has vertigo-inducing powers, and they go on a crime spree. Barry and Jesse (as "Jesse Quick") confront them, but are defeated after Barry ends up trapped inside a mirror by Scudder. Caitlin secretly uses her emerging ice powers to help Barry free himself from his predicament. He and Jesse then successfully capture Scudder and Dillon. After evaluating the candidates, the team recruits the friendly and eccentric Wells of Earth-19, despite the Earth-2 Wells' misgivings. Jesse and her father then return to Earth-2, but not before Wells apprises Cisco of Barry's suspicious escape. That night, Caitlin accidentally freezes the water in her shower and her appearance begins showing signs of her Earth-2 doppelgänger, Killer Frost.



	51
	5
	"Monster"
	C. Kim Miles
	Zack Stentz
	November 1, 2016
	T27.13105
	2.77[58]



	Without informing the others, Caitlin visits her estranged mother, Carla, at her medical research company to have her powers examined, but leaves after viciously attacking another scientist who intended to exploit her condition. Meanwhile, a gigantic creature repeatedly appears and disappears on the streets of Central City. Cisco grows suspicious of the newly-recruited "H.R." Wells when he does not provide much help in battling the monster. The monster is revealed to be simply a hologram operated by a bullied 15-year-old boy wanting to create fear in others. Barry exposes the deception in time to keep police snipers from harming civilians and prevents Julian from shooting the boy, whom he mistakes for a metahuman. H.R. is revealed to have no technical knowledge at all. He admits that he is only an "idea man" for his tech company on Earth-19 and that he came to Earth-1 primarily to get material for a novel. The team decides to give him a chance to prove his worth as an assistant. A badly shaken Julian reconciles his differences with Barry. Carla informs Caitlin that her powers are increasing and that she needs to stop using them or her condition will become irreversible.



	52
	6
	"Shade"
	JJ Makaro
	Emily Silver & David Kob
	November 15, 2016
	T27.13106
	3.01[59]



	When Wally relates his recent dreams of being Kid Flash, Barry reveals what happened to him during "Flashpoint." A metahuman H.R. nicknames "Shade" appears and murders a stockbroker. Caitlin reveals her powers to Cisco and has him "vibe" her to learn her future. Cisco sees himself fighting Killer Frost, causing Caitlin to contemplate leaving for good. Alchemy summons Wally to him, so the team locks Wally in the particle accelerator for his own safety. Meanwhile, Barry and the others stop Shade's next attack and capture him. Cisco tells everyone the truth about Caitlin and Barry privately confesses to her that her powers are a result of "Flashpoint." Wally volunteers to lead the team to Alchemy to capture the villain and stop the memories, which are causing him pain. Barry, Joe, and a S.W.A.T. team locate Alchemy and his followers and surround them. The metallic being that killed Clariss appears and attacks them, revealing himself to be a speedster that only Barry can see. As Barry fights their attacker, Alchemy entices Wally to pick up his fallen energy weapon, which encases Wally in a crystal cocoon. Calling himself "Savitar", the speedster overpowers Barry and prepares to stab him with a blade from his arm.



	53
	7
	"Killer Frost"
	Kevin Smith
	Story by : Judalina Neira

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Brooke Roberts
	November 22, 2016
	T27.13107
	2.95[60]



	Savitar opts to drag Barry across the city, while battering him to demonstrate his superiority. Cisco and Caitlin arrive to rescue Barry and Savitar flees. Caitlin, with her Killer Frost persona having taken over, violently interrogates one of Alchemy's followers at CCPD headquarters. When Julian catches her, she coerces him to find the other acolytes so they can lead her to Alchemy, who can presumably remove her powers. Barry and Cisco track her down and imprison her, but the team is fractured after she reveals Barry's role in Dante's death by creating "Flashpoint." Greatly concerned and disregarding the consequences, Joe breaks Wally out of the cocoon. Wally emerges with unmanageable speed powers and he races away in a confused state. Barry offers his life to Caitlin for her freedom in a successful attempt to restore her sanity and gain her help in treating Wally. Joe and Barry locate Wally, stabilizing his condition with Caitlin's serum, and Wally soon embraces his new abilities. Julian agrees to protect Caitlin from the police, but forces Barry to resign from the CCPD in exchange, believing him morally unfit for wanting Caitlin shielded. Julian is later revealed to be Alchemy and working for Savitar.



	54
	8
	"Invasion!"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	November 29, 2016
	T27.13108
	4.15[61]



	
Barry investigates a meteor crash outside Central City that turns out to be a spaceship from which aliens emerge. Lyla tells the team that the "Dominators" landed previously in the 1950s, but then mysteriously departed. Needing help, Barry assembles the original Team Arrow, Thea, the Legends, and Supergirl of Earth-38. The team begins training at a S.T.A.R. Labs facility, sparring against Supergirl to prepare for combat against the aliens. Cisco reveals a message to Rip Hunter from Barry's future self, which exposes Barry's manipulation of the timeline and how it affected other team members. Oliver, Supergirl, Felicity, Martin, and Jefferson are left as the only ones who still trust Barry. The Dominators abduct the President. Supergirl leads most of the others in a rescue effort, but the Dominators kill the President and ensnare everyone with a mind control device. The controlled heroes return and attack S.T.A.R. Labs. While Oliver holds them off, Barry lures Supergirl to the device and manipulates her into destroying it, freeing everyone. The team decides to trust Barry again. Suddenly, Sara, Ray, Diggle, Thea, and Oliver are teleported away before Barry can intervene.



This episode begins a crossover that continues on Arrow season 5 episode 8[image: External link] and concludes on Legends of Tomorrow season 2 episode 7[image: External link].




	55
	9
	"The Present"
	Rachel Talalay[image: External link]
	Story by : Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing

Teleplay by : Lauren Certo
	December 6, 2016
	T27.13109
	3.14[62]



	Barry asks Jay Garrick for help against Savitar. The two heroes locate and defeat Alchemy and return his weapon to its box, causing Savitar to disappear before he can kill Jay. Discovering Julian to be Alchemy, Barry reveals his own identity to him to get further information. Julian relates how he located the Philosopher's stone following a vision of his dead sister and that he has been having blackouts ever since. Savitar manifests through Cisco using visions of Dante and fights Barry and Wally, but Caitlin manages to convince Cisco to close the box again. The team communicates with Savitar through Julian, who claims that Barry, in the future, will imprison him. He also says that one teammate will betray them, one will fall, and a third will suffer a fate worse than death. Trying to end Savitar's threat, Barry and Jay throw the box into the speed force but, in the process, Barry is thrown five months into the future and witnesses Savitar killing Iris. Jay tells Barry that the future is not fixed. Wally is given his own "Kid Flash" costume, Julian gets Barry's job back for him, and Barry rents a new apartment for himself and Iris.



	56
	10
	"Borrowing Problems from the Future"
	Millicent Shelton[image: External link]
	Grainne Godfree & David Kob
	January 24, 2017
	T27.13110
	2.72[63]



	Barry has been having nightmares about Iris's murder. Jared Morillo attempts a robbery, but is confronted by Barry, who recalls a news report during his visit in the future when the BArry captures Plunder. The distraction allows Morillo to overpower Barry and escape. H.R. launches the museum, but no one visits it. In a second confrontation, Wally intervenes and captures Morillo, gaining praise by everyone except Barry. He eventually reveals the future he saw to everyone but Joe. The team decides to change the course of other events in order to prevent Iris's death. Using Cisco, Barry accesses the future memory, in which the news reveal that the S.T.A.R. Labs museum will close and Caitlin will become Killer Frost. Morillo escapes, and Barry decides to change the first event by letting Wally capture him. Cisco relaunches the museum, starting with an exhibition for elementary school students. Julian is persuaded by Caitlin to join the team. A mysterious woman from another Earth arrives, searching for H.R.



	57
	11
	"Dead or Alive"
	Harry Jierjian
	Story by : Benjamin Raab & Deric A. Hughes

Teleplay by : Zack Stentz
	January 31, 2017
	T27.13111
	3.06[64]



	An Earth-19 bounty hunter named Gypsy, possessing powers similar to Cisco's, arrives on Earth-1 intending to take H.R. back to Earth-19 for trial and execution, as inter-dimensional travel is forbidden there. Cisco demands a trial by combat for H.R.'s life, which she accepts. As the duel is to the death, Barry and H.R. try to ambush Gypsy to save Cisco, but she easily defeats them. Meanwhile, determined to leave a legacy, Iris persuades Wally to help her bust an arms dealer. While he is out scouting, she confronts the dealer, seemingly unafraid of death. Wally manages to save her. Julian discovers a flaw in Gypsy's fighting style. Cisco exploits this weakness during their battle, which allows him to defeat her. Cisco spares Gypsy's life, but she makes it clear that H.R. can never return to Earth-19, since she will state that she killed him. Joe gets angry with Iris and is suspicious of her lack of fear. Barry plots to have Wally increase his speed so that Wally can save Iris from Savitar.



	58
	12
	"Untouchable"
	Rob Hardy
	Brooke Roberts & Judalina Neira
	February 7, 2017
	T27.13112
	2.91[65]



	Barry and Wally continue their training in order to save Iris from Savitar. They race against each other, and Barry wins by phasing through a building. Julian finds a decayed corpse that was murdered just eight hours ago. He informs Joe that this is surely the work of a metahuman. The body is taken to S.T.A.R. Labs for investigation, where Caitlin and Julian observe it turning to ash. Iris confesses to Barry that she is afraid of her future. The meta responsible for the disintegrated corpse attacks Joe and is revealed to be targeting the police who arrested him in Flashpoint. The metahuman tries to disintegrate a bridge on the train Joe is on, forcing Barry to phase the train through the wreckage of the bridge. Barry teaches Wally how to phase, which Wally uses to expose the meta to his blood and strip him of his powers. Joe insists that everyone be honest with him from now on after learning of Iris's future death. While practicing phasing, Wally is shocked to see Jesse coming through a portal. Jesse says her father has been abducted by Grodd and taken to Gorilla City.



	59
	13
	"Attack on Gorilla City"
	Dermott Daniel Downs
	Story by : Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Aaron Helbing & David Kob
	February 21, 2017
	T27.13113
	2.78[66]



	Earth-2 Wells is captured while running through the woods. Jesse explains that he was leading an expedition to Gorilla City that was ambushed and killed while Wells disappeared. Barry recalls that in the future Central City will be attacked by gorillas. He, Julian, Cisco, and Caitlin go to rescue him but are captured by Grodd. Speaking through Wells, Grodd asks Barry to help him usurp his master Solovar. Barry agrees to fight Solovar in the arena for the lives of the others and wins, but refuses to kill him. Grodd seizes control of Gorilla City and prepares an invasion of Earth-1. The team asks Caitlin to kill Cisco so Grodd cannot open a portal, but she refuses. Barry fakes his death and Grodd removes him from his cage. He resuscitates himself and frees the others, and they return to Earth-1. Jesse and her father reunite and Wally and Jesse recommit to their relationship. Julian asks Caitlin out on a date. Grodd assembles his army with a brainwashed Gypsy at his side.



	60
	14
	"Attack on Central City"
	Dermott Daniel Downs
	Story by : Todd Helbing

Teleplay by : Benjamin Raab & Deric A. Hughes
	February 28, 2017
	T27.13114
	2.87[67]



	Harry and H.R. clash over their different personalities. Jesse informs her father that she intends to stay on Earth-1 with Wally, which Harry initially tries to prevent. Harry subdues Gypsy when she ambushes Cisco and Barry, and the team realizes that Grodd and his forces have reached Central City. Using his powers, Cisco determines that the gorillas will attack the center of town. This turns out to be a distraction for Grodd to abduct a visiting Army[image: External link] general. Barry contemplates killing Grodd as the only way to permanently stop him and also change the future, but Harry encourages him to find another way. Taking control of the general, Grodd attempts a nuclear missile strike on the city. Barry prevents the attack, so Grodd and his gorilla army invade the city themselves. Cisco travels to Earth-19 to ask Gypsy for help. The speedsters distract the soldiers while Cisco and Gypsy bring Solovar to Earth-1, who defeats Grodd and assumes leadership once again. All the gorillas return to Earth-2, with the exception of Grodd, who is turned over to A.R.G.U.S. Gypsy kisses Cisco before telling him he could not handle her, then returns to Earth-19. Barry proposes to Iris. While going out to pick up dinner for Jesse, Wally is confronted by Savitar.



	61
	15
	"The Wrath of Savitar"
	Alexandra La Roche
	Andrew Kreisberg & Andrew Wilder
	March 7, 2017
	T27.13115
	2.52[68]



	Wally continues having visions of Savitar and, after a physical altercation with him, finally admits this to the team. The team attempts to question Savitar via Julian, who again acts as a conduit. Savitar casts doubt on whether the Philosopher's Stone is truly lost to the speed force. Caitlin confesses that she kept part of the Philosopher's Stone, hoping to use it to remove her powers. Barry and the team figure out that Savitar is trapped inside the speed force but Wally is at home with Jesse when they realize this. Wally, after being confronted by Savitar who appears as a vision of his mother, steals the stone fragment from the lab, creates a portal, and launches the fragment into the speed force, believing this will exile Savitar for good. Barry arrives just as the portal draws Wally into it, trapping him in the speed force. Savitar, having successfully manipulated Wally, emerges from the speed force and fights Barry, taunting him by boasting he will not kill him before Barry watches Iris die before his eyes. Barry breaks off Savitar's arm blade using his vibrating hand, causing Savitar to retreat.



	62
	16
	"Into the Speed Force"
	Gregory Smith
	Brooke Roberts & Judalina Neira
	March 14, 2017
	T27.13116
	2.39[69]



	Feeling responsible for everything bad that is happening, and that Wally is suffering inside the speed force, Barry decides to rescue him. Cisco vibes Barry into the speed force, where he encounters manifestations of friends and foes who had previously sacrificed their lives. Less accommodating than before, they push Barry to understand true sacrifice and that he must be the one to save Iris in the future. Barry is also confronted by his former enemy, Hunter Zolomon, and defeats him. Jay Garrick, having been contacted by Cisco, joins Barry inside the speed force and voluntarily takes Wally's place so Barry and Wally can escape. Meanwhile, Jesse uses the armor shard to locate and face Savitar by herself, managing to wound the villain with it before he escapes. Later, Jesse decides to go to Earth-3 to protect it until the team can free Jay from the speed force. Barry admits to Iris that even though he does love her but proposed for the wrong reasons and suggests they take some time apart from one another.



	63
	17
	"Duet"
	Dermott Daniel Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	March 21, 2017
	T27.13117
	2.71[70]



	
J'onn J'onzz and Mon-El arrive on Earth-1 with a comatose Kara. The Music Meister attacks and places Barry in a similar coma. He wakes up in a musical world and finds Kara. Meister tells them that if they follow the script, they will return to the real world. Barry and Kara are forced to work as singers in a nightclub run by Malcolm, with Winn working as a piano player, Cisco as a waiter and Stein and Joe as two gangsters opposing Malcolm. Barry and Kara find Malcolm's son, Mon-El, and Stein's and Joe's daughter, Iris, in a forbidden relationship. Kara and Barry convince the pair to reveal their love, also helping Barry and Kara to realize their own mistakes. Malcolm, Stein and Joe subsequently decide to go to war. Barry and Kara are shot in the crossfire, but the real Cisco, Mon-El and Iris vibe into their world to save them, allowing Barry and Kara to admit their loves for Iris and Mon-El. They wake up in S.T.A.R. Labs; and Meister reveals that he just wanted them to realize their love. Kara's team returns to Earth-38; and Barry and Iris move back in together. He re-proposes to Iris, who accepts.



This episode is a crossover with Supergirl.




	64
	18
	"Abra Kadabra"
	Nina Lopez-Corrado
	Story by : Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Brooke Roberts & David Kob
	March 28, 2017
	T27.13118
	2.39[71]



	Abra Kadabra, a criminal from the 64th century, comes to Central City, stealing from numerous tech companies and killing two guards. Gypsy returns, in pursuit of Kadabra, to avenge her partner. Kadabra offers the team the identity of Savitar in exchange for his freedom. Against Gypsy's wishes, a desperate Joe releases Kadabra, who escapes to Thawne's time vault after Gypsy fails to stop him, and retrieves a power source. Kadabra also triggers an explosion that critically injures Caitlin. Refusing to take off the necklace suppressing her powers, even though doing so could save her life, Caitlin asks Julian to perform surgery with her guidance instead. Kadabra attempts to return to his own time, having used the stolen technology to build his own time machine, but he is foiled by the team with Gypsy's help. Barry decides that the only way to save Iris' life is by traveling to the future. Later, a still-recovering Caitlin loses consciousness and begins convulsing, before her vital signs flatline. A distraught Julian rips the necklace from her neck and her vital signs return to normal, as her injuries heal rapidly. She awakens, but in the guise of Killer Frost, and starts attacking the group with her ice powers.



	65
	19
	"The Once and Future Flash"
	Tom Cavanagh
	Carina Adly MacKenzie
	April 25, 2017
	T27.13119
	2.67[72]



	Killer Frost destroys the necklace. Barry travels to 2024, when he learns that Cisco lost his powers after Killer Frost shattered his hands and forced him to use mechanical prosthetics; H.R. has become a successful novelist; Julian works at Iron Heights tending to Killer Frost; Wally is catatonic with a shattered spine; Joe is depressed; future Barry is a recluse hiding at S.T.A.R. Labs. In his absence, the Top and Mirror Master have taken over Central City. Barry fails to learn Savitar's identity. Cisco secretly uses a device to prevent Barry from returning to the past, hoping he will put things right. Barry rounds up Julian, Joe and H.R. and reunites Team Flash. The Top and Mirror Master overwhelm Barry with their powers, but after overhearing him, future Barry uses Cisco's device to negate the villains' abilities and helps defeat them. Future Barry gives Barry information and tells him to find a physicist named Tracy Brand, who developed a speed force-based trap four years after Iris's death. In the present, Killer Frost meets with Savitar. She is reluctant to trust him but changes her mind when Savitar's armor opens up, and he steps out, revealing his identity to her.



	66
	20
	"I Know Who You Are"
	Hanelle Culpepper
	Bronwen Clark & Joshua V. Gilbert
	May 2, 2017
	T27.13120
	2.69[73]



	Barry, Cisco and H.R. visit Tracy to seek help in making a trap for Savitar; they are interrupted by Killer Frost, who attempts to kill Tracy but is defeated before she escapes. Tracy goes to S.T.A.R Labs with Team Flash and is shown her future. Killer Frost later decides to kidnap Joe's girlfriend, Cecile, and demand Tracy in exchange. Killer Frost's plan fails, leading to a battle between her and Cisco. Defeated, she is whisked away by Savitar, but not before Cisco draws some of her blood in order to potentially make a cure for her powers. Later, Tracy, inspired by the events, plans to build a trap for Savitar, while Barry has a revelation regarding Savitar's identity and runs outside the city to confront him. Meanwhile, Joe admits his love to Cecile and tells her about Barry and Wally's alter egos. H.R. develops feelings for Tracy. Savitar confirms Barry's new assumption and reveals himself to be a future version of Barry Allen.



	67
	21
	"Cause and Effect"
	David McWhirter
	Judalina Neira & Lauren Certo
	May 9, 2017
	T27.13121
	2.71[74]



	Savitar explains that he is a time remnant of Barry, created by his future self while fighting Savitar. After being shunned by Team Flash, the time remnant became depressed and ran back in time to ultimately become Savitar. He explains that he needs to kill Iris so that Barry will be forced to create him in the future. Cisco proposes to stop Savitar from remembering any of their strategies by stopping Barry from creating new memories, but miscalculations cause Barry to lose his memory. Savitar also loses all of his memories, resulting in Wally's powers disappearing since Savitar never gave them to him. A pyromaniac named Lucious Coolidge gets released because of Barry's inability to testify correctly. Killer Frost helps Cisco and Julian develop a way for Barry to regain his memories, so that Savitar would as well. As Coolidge starts a fire, Iris helps Barry regain his memories in time to stop the fire with assistance from Wally. Tracy and H.R. develop a romance. She then shows the team the completed speed force trap, which requires a high amount of energy. The final scene cuts to a room that has some alien technology, as well as King Shark.



	68
	22
	"Infantino Street"
	Michael Allowitz[image: External link]
	Story by : Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Grainne Godfree
	May 16, 2017
	T27.13122
	2.48[75]



	With 24 hours left before Iris dies, Team Flash learns that there is only one energy source that can power the "Speed Force Bazooka", in the form of a salvaged Dominator technology held at an A.R.G.U.S. facility. Barry and Cisco ask Lyla for it, but she refuses because of her mistrust of Barry due to his creation of Flashpoint. Barry then visits Snart in 1892, when he was travelling with the Legends, and recruits him to help Barry break into A.R.G.U.S. and steal the device. In the process, A.R.G.U.S. agents eventually capture Barry and Snart, but Lyla, seeing the kindness in Barry's actions, allows Barry to take the device. Snart advises Barry to use the goodness in him to defeat Savitar. Tracy decides to join the team. Cisco vibes about his battle with Killer Frost and leaves to fight her. Savitar breaks Wally's leg. Barry uses the "Speed Force Bazooka" on Savitar, but it fails due to Savitar counteracting it with the Philosopher's Stone, which is made out of calcified speed force energy. Savitar then kills Iris and escapes.



	69
	23
	"Finish Line"
	David McWhirter
	Aaron Helbing & Todd Helbing
	May 23, 2017
	T27.13123
	3.04[76]



	It is revealed that H.R. swapped places with Iris, leading to his death. Savitar kidnaps Cisco and forces him to rebuild the Bazooka into an interdimensional quantum splicer so that Savitar could create fragments of himself to be dispersed throughout time and protect himself from the paradox. Barry tries to convince Savitar that he could be saved. Savitar returns to S.T.A.R. Labs, destroys it with the Philosopher's Stone and orders Caitlin to kill Cisco, but Gypsy interferes. Savitar and Caitlin open a portal into the speed force; the Black Flash appears and attacks Savitar, but Caitlin stops him with her powers. Savitar attempts to execute his plan, but Cisco actually modified the Bazooka into a skeleton key to free Jay from the speed force prison. Barry, Wally and Jay engage Savitar, while Cisco and Gypsy face off against Caitlin. Cisco convinces Caitlin to become benevolent. Barry phases through and destroys Savitar's suit before Savitar is shot by Iris, seconds before he is erased from existence. As Team Flash mourns H.R., Caitlin decides not to use Julian's cure, leaving in order to find her own purpose. A massive storm appears over Central City, created by the empty unstable speed force prison. Barry explains that he needs to accept his punishment for creating Flashpoint and enters the speed force prison himself, entrusting Central City to Wally and the team.
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 Season 1 (2014–15)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot"
	October 7, 2014
	1.9/6
	4.83[8]
	0.7
	2.00
	2.6
	6.83[77]



	2
	"Fastest Man Alive"
	October 14, 2014
	1.7/5
	4.27[9]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	3
	"Things You Can't Outrun"
	October 21, 2014
	1.5/4
	3.59[10]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	4
	"Going Rogue"
	October 28, 2014
	1.4/4
	3.53[11]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.3[78]
	N/A



	5
	"Plastique"
	November 11, 2014
	1.4/4
	3.46[12]
	1.0
	N/A
	2.4[79]
	N/A



	6
	"The Flash Is Born"
	November 18, 2014
	1.4/4
	3.73[13]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.3[80]
	N/A



	7
	"Power Outage"
	November 25, 2014
	1.4/4
	3.47[14]
	0.9
	2.41
	2.3
	5.88[81]



	8
	"Flash vs. Arrow"
	December 2, 2014
	1.6/5
	4.34[15]
	1.0
	2.31
	2.6
	6.65[82]



	9
	"The Man in the Yellow Suit"
	December 9, 2014
	1.5/5
	4.66[16]
	0.9
	2.06
	2.4
	6.72[83]



	10
	"Revenge of the Rogues"
	January 20, 2015
	1.4/5
	3.87[17]
	1.0
	2.41
	2.4
	6.27[84]



	11
	"The Sound and the Fury"
	January 27, 2015
	1.3/4
	4.08[18]
	1.0
	2.20
	2.3
	6.28[85]



	12
	"Crazy for You"
	February 3, 2015
	1.3/4
	3.60[19]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.2[86]
	N/A



	13
	"The Nuclear Man"
	February 10, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.66[20]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	14
	"Fallout"
	February 17, 2015
	1.5/4
	4.01[21]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.4[87]
	N/A



	15
	"Out of Time"
	March 17, 2015
	1.3/5
	3.69[22]
	1.0
	2.34
	2.3
	6.09[88]



	16
	"Rogue Time"
	March 24, 2015
	1.2/4
	3.33[23]
	1.0
	2.37
	2.2
	5.69[89]



	17
	"Tricksters"
	March 31, 2015
	1.3/4
	3.67[24]
	1.0
	2.43
	2.3
	6.10[90]



	18
	"All Star Team Up"
	April 14, 2015
	1.4/5
	3.67[25]
	0.9
	2.05
	2.3
	5.72[91]



	19
	"Who Is Harrison Wells?"
	April 21, 2015
	1.3/4
	3.75[26]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.2[92]
	N/A



	20
	"The Trap"
	April 28, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.93[27]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.4[93]
	N/A



	21
	"Grodd Lives"
	May 5, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.62[28]
	0.9
	2.27
	2.4
	5.97[94]



	22
	"Rogue Air"
	May 12, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.65[29]
	0.9
	N/A
	2.4[95]
	N/A



	23
	"Fast Enough"
	May 19, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.87[30]
	1.0
	2.38
	2.5
	6.25[96]
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 Season 2 (2015–16)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"The Man Who Saved Central City"
	October 6, 2015
	1.4/5
	3.58[31]
	1.0
	2.35
	2.4
	5.93[97]



	2
	"Flash of Two Worlds"
	October 13, 2015
	1.4/4
	3.49[32]
	0.8
	2.06
	2.2
	5.52[98]



	3
	"Family of Rogues"
	October 20, 2015
	1.4/5
	3.47[33]
	0.9
	2.05
	2.3
	5.60[99]



	4
	"The Fury of Firestorm"
	October 27, 2015
	1.4/4
	3.43[34]
	0.9
	2.04
	2.3
	5.46[100]



	5
	"The Darkness and the Light"
	November 3, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.87[35]
	0.8
	1.68
	2.3
	5.55[101]



	6
	"Enter Zoom"
	November 10, 2015
	1.5/5
	3.63[36]
	0.9
	2.05
	2.4
	5.68[102]



	7
	"Gorilla Warfare"
	November 17, 2015
	1.4/4
	3.46[37]
	0.8
	1.92
	2.2
	5.38[103]



	8
	"Legends of Today"
	December 1, 2015
	1.4/5
	3.94[38]
	0.9
	2.12
	2.3
	6.07[104]



	9
	"Running to Stand Still"
	December 8, 2015
	1.3/4
	3.55[39]
	0.9
	2.01
	2.2
	5.56[105]



	10
	"Potential Energy"
	January 19, 2016
	1.3/4
	3.41[40]
	1.0
	2.06
	2.3
	5.48[106]



	11
	"The Reverse-Flash Returns"
	January 26, 2016
	1.4/5
	3.71[41]
	1.0
	2.02
	2.4
	5.73[107]



	12
	"Fast Lane"
	February 2, 2016
	1.4/5
	3.66[42]
	0.8
	1.86
	2.2
	5.53[108]



	13
	"Welcome to Earth-2"
	February 9, 2016
	1.6/5
	3.96[43]
	0.9
	2.02
	2.5
	5.98[109]



	14
	"Escape from Earth-2"
	February 16, 2016
	1.5/5
	3.90[44]
	0.8
	1.77
	2.3
	5.67[110]



	15
	"King Shark"
	February 23, 2016
	1.4/5
	3.80[45]
	0.9
	1.96
	2.3
	5.77[111]



	16
	"Trajectory"
	March 22, 2016
	1.1/4
	3.00[46]
	0.9
	1.96
	2.0
	4.96[112]



	17
	"Flash Back"
	March 29, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.39[47]
	0.9
	1.92
	2.2
	5.31[113]



	18
	"Versus Zoom"
	April 19, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.03[48]
	0.8
	2.03
	2.0
	5.07[114]



	19
	"Back to Normal"
	April 26, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.39[49]
	0.8
	1.86
	2.1
	5.26[115]



	20
	"Rupture"
	May 3, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.34[50]
	0.8
	1.92
	2.1
	5.25[116]



	21
	"The Runaway Dinosaur"
	May 10, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.52[51]
	0.8
	1.82
	2.1
	5.34[117]



	22
	"Invincible"
	May 17, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.37[52]
	0.9
	2.08
	2.2
	5.45[118]



	23
	"The Race of His Life"
	May 24, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.35[53]
	0.6
	1.49
	1.9
	4.85[119]














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season 3 (2016–17)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Flashpoint"
	October 4, 2016
	1.3/5
	3.17[54]
	0.8
	1.89
	2.1
	5.06[120]



	2
	"Paradox"
	October 11, 2016
	1.1/4
	2.80[55]
	0.7
	1.92
	1.8
	4.72[121]



	3
	"Magenta"
	October 18, 2016
	1.0/4
	2.67[56]
	0.9
	2.00
	1.9
	4.67[122]



	4
	"The New Rogues"
	October 25, 2016
	1.0/3
	2.80[57]
	0.9
	1.91
	1.9
	4.71[123]



	5
	"Monster"
	November 1, 2016
	1.0/3
	2.77[58]
	0.9
	2.01
	1.9
	4.78[124]



	6
	"Shade"
	November 15, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.01[59]
	0.9
	2.06
	2.1
	5.07[125]



	7
	"Killer Frost"
	November 22, 2016
	1.1/4
	2.95[60]
	0.8
	1.99
	1.9
	4.93[126]



	8
	"Invasion!"
	November 29, 2016
	1.5/5
	4.15[61]
	0.9
	2.17
	2.4
	6.31[127]



	9
	"The Present"
	December 6, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.14[62]
	0.8
	1.80
	2.0
	4.94[128]



	10
	"Borrowing Problems From the Future"
	January 24, 2017
	1.0/3
	2.72[63]
	0.8
	1.92
	1.8
	4.64[63]



	11
	"Dead or Alive"
	January 31, 2017
	1.1/4
	3.06[64]
	0.7
	1.64
	1.8
	4.71[129]



	12
	"Untouchable"
	February 7, 2017
	1.1/4
	2.91[65]
	0.7
	1.68
	1.8
	4.59[130]



	13
	"Attack on Gorilla City"
	February 21, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.78[66]
	0.9
	1.96
	1.9
	4.75[131]



	14
	"Attack on Central City"
	February 28, 2017
	1.1/4
	2.87[67]
	0.8
	1.81
	1.9
	4.68[132]



	15
	"The Wrath of Savitar"
	March 7, 2017
	0.9/3
	2.52[68]
	0.7
	1.71
	1.6
	4.23[133]



	16
	"Into the Speed Force"
	March 14, 2017
	0.9/3
	2.39[69]
	0.7
	1.70
	1.6
	4.10[134]



	17
	"Duet"
	March 21, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.71[70]
	0.8
	1.88
	1.8
	4.59[135]



	18
	"Abra Kadabra"
	March 28, 2017
	0.9/3
	2.39[71]
	0.7
	1.67
	1.6
	4.06[136]



	19
	"The Once and Future Flash"
	April 25, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.67[72]
	0.9
	1.90
	1.9
	4.57[137]



	20
	"I Know Who You Are"
	May 2, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.69[73]
	0.8
	1.77
	1.8
	4.46[138]



	21
	"Cause and Effect"
	May 9, 2017
	1.0/4
	2.71[74]
	0.9
	1.92
	1.9
	4.63[139]



	22
	"Infantino Street"
	May 16, 2017
	0.9/4
	2.48[75]
	0.9
	1.94
	1.8
	4.42[140]



	23
	"Finish Line"
	May 23, 2017
	1.1/5
	3.04[76]
	0.8
	1.82
	1.9
	4.86[141]
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 Home media






	Season
	DVD release dates
	Blu-ray release dates



	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 4
	Region A[image: External link]
	Region B[image: External link]



	1
	September 22, 2015[142]
	September 21, 2015[143]
	September 23, 2015[144]
	September 22, 2015[142]
	September 21, 2015[145]



	2
	September 6, 2016[146]
	September 12, 2016[147]
	September 7, 2016[148]
	September 6, 2016[146]
	September 12, 2016[147]



	3
	September 5, 2017[149]
	September 11, 2017[150]
	
	September 5, 2017[149]
	September 11, 2017[151]
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The Flash (2014 TV series)






The Flash is an American television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg and Geoff Johns, airing on The CW. It is based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen / Flash, a costumed superhero crime-fighter with the power to move at superhuman speeds. It is a spin-off[image: External link] from Arrow, existing in the same fictional universe. The series follows Allen, portrayed by Grant Gustin, a crime scene investigator who gains super-human speed, which he uses to fight criminals, including others who have also gained superhuman abilities.

Initially envisioned as a backdoor pilot[image: External link], the positive reception Gustin received during two appearances as Barry on Arrow led to executives choosing to develop a full pilot to make use of a larger budget and help flesh out Barry's world in more detail. Colleen Atwood[image: External link], costume designer for Arrow, was brought in to design the Flash's suit. The creative team wanted to make sure that the Flash would resemble his comic book counterpart, and not simply be a poor imitation. The series is primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada.

The Flash premiered in North America on October 7, 2014, where the pilot became the second-most watched premiere in the history of The CW, after The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. It has been well received by critics and audiences, and won the People's Choice Award[image: External link] for "Favorite New TV Drama" in 2014. The series, together with Arrow, has spun characters out to their own show, Legends of Tomorrow, which premiered on January 21, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a fourth season,[1] which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017.[2]





TOP
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 Series overview




Main article: List of The Flash episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2014
	May 19, 2015
	118
	4.62[3]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 6, 2015
	May 24, 2016
	112
	4.25[4]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 4, 2016
	May 23, 2017
	120
	3.50[5]




After witnessing his mother's (Michelle Harrison) supernatural murder and his father's (John Wesley Shipp[image: External link]) wrongful conviction for the crime, Barry Allen (Grant Gustin) is taken in by Detective Joe West (Jesse L. Martin[image: External link]) and his family. Allen becomes a brilliant but socially awkward crime scene investigator for the Central City Police Department[image: External link]. His obsession with his tragic past causes him to become an outcast among his peers; he investigates cold cases[image: External link], paranormal[image: External link] occurrences, and cutting-edge scientific advancements that may shed light on his mother's murder. No one believes his description of the crime—that a ball of lightning with the face of a man invaded their home that night—and Allen is fiercely driven to vindicate himself and to clear his father's name. Fourteen years after his mother's death, an advanced particle accelerator malfunctions during its public unveiling, bathing the city center with a previously unknown form of radiation during a severe thunderstorm. Allen is struck by lightning from the storm and doused with chemicals in his lab. Awakening after a nine-month coma, he discovers he has the ability to move at superhuman speeds. Dr. Harrison Wells (Tom Cavanagh), the disgraced designer of the failed particle accelerator, describes Barry's special nature as "metahuman"; Allen soon discovers that he is not the only one who was changed by the radiation. Allen vows to use his gifts to protect Central City from the escalating violence of metahuman and other criminals. As the Flash, a costumed superhero, Allen accumulates a number of recurring enemies known as the Rogues, whilst pursuing his mother's superhuman murderer the Reverse-Flash (Matt Letscher[image: External link]; played by Cavanagh while disguised as Wells). He is aided by a few close friends and associates who guard his secrets.[6]

Six months after the events of the first season, after a singularity[image: External link] event, the Flash is recognized as Central City's hero. However, the event brings a new threat to Central City from a parallel earth[image: External link] in the form of Zoom[image: External link] (Teddy Sears[image: External link]; voiced by Tony Todd[image: External link]), a demonic speedster who seeks to eliminate all metahumans connected to the Speed Force throughout the multiverse[image: External link]. Harrison Wells' parallel universe counterpart (nicknamed "Harry"), and his daughter Jesse[image: External link] (Violett Beane), work to help Barry and his friends stop Zoom. Their presences motivate the Team Flash to explore the multiverse. Joe and his daughter, Iris (Candice Patton[image: External link]), struggle with their shared painful past related to their family, especially after the arrival of Iris's brother Wally West (Keiynan Lonsdale[image: External link]), whom Francine West (Vanessa A. Williams[image: External link]) gave birth to shortly after abandoning her family. After Zoom kills Barry's father, the season concludes with Barry travelling back in time to save his mother's life from the Reverse-Flash.

By changing his past, Barry drastically alters the entire timeline, resulting in the so-called "Flashpoint" timeline. Though he is able to restore the timeline to something resembling its usual state, this inadvertently creates new threats as well, including the emergence of Savitar[image: External link] (also played by Gustin; voiced by Tobin Bell[image: External link]), who somehow linked to Barry. After Harry and Jesse return to Earth-2, the gang recruits another Wells doppelgänger[image: External link] from Earth-19, although "H.R." Wells aspires to be a novelist and not a scientific genius. Meanwhile, both Wally and S.T.A.R. Labs scientist Caitlin Snow[image: External link] (Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]) begin to manifest metahuman abilities as a result of Barry's "Flashpoint" excursion. Wally suits up as Barry's speedster partner, Kid Flash, while Caitlin is forced to suppress her powers for fear of becoming evil like her Earth-2 counterpart, the ice-powered[image: External link] Killer Frost. When Barry accidentally travels to the future and sees Iris killed by Savitar, he is desperate to change the future to prevent that from happening, ultimately discovering that Savitar is a twisted time remnant variant of the Flash. The season concludes with Barry going into the Speed Force to accept his punishment for creating Flashpoint.
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 Cast and characters




Main articles: List of The Flash characters and List of Arrowverse actors[image: External link]



	
Grant Gustin as Barry Allen / Flash:
A Central City assistant police forensic investigator. Moments after an explosion at the S.T.A.R. Labs particle accelerator, Barry is struck by lightning in his laboratory and doused by chemicals affected by the accident. When he awakens from a nine-month coma, he has superhuman speed.[7] In September 2013, Grant Gustin was cast in the titular role.[7] Andy Mientus[image: External link], who would eventually be cast as Hartley Rathaway, also auditioned for the role.[8] Gustin began researching the character during the audition process, and reading as many comics as possible. Gustin primarily focused on The New 52[image: External link] series of comics, because he knew it would be difficult to read everything and he felt the New 52 was the closest to the show's "look and feel".[9] Gustin also portrays the Earth-2[image: External link] version of the character, Barry Allen, who is not the Flash on this Earth.[10] In season 3, Gustin portrays Savitar, the proclaimed god of speed and the Flash's corrupted time remnant counterpart.[11]




	
Candice Patton[image: External link] as Iris West: The daughter of Detective West and Barry Allen's fiancée.[12] She works at Central City Picture News as a journalist.[13] Patton also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Iris West-Allen, who is a detective at the Central City Police Department.[14]


	
Danielle Panabaker[image: External link] as Dr. Caitlin Snow / Killer Frost:[15]
A highly intelligent bioengineering expert, Caitlin believed her fiancé, Ronnie Raymond,[15] was killed during the particle accelerator explosion at S.T.A.R. Labs,[16] until he returned part way through first season. Ronnie and Caitlin get married in the first season finale, "Fast Enough".[17] Panabaker also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Caitlin Snow / Killer Frost.[14][18] In season 3 after the Flashpoint timeline Caitlin is now a metahuman with the same powers as Killer Frost. Her emotions are heightened especially her anger when she is in her Killer Frost personality. After suffering a clinical death from a seizure and being revived by her regenerative powers, her biochemistry was altered, culminating in her becoming fully consumed by her anger as Killer Frost, later encountering and allying with Savitar after the proclaimed speedster god reveals his true identity.



	
Rick Cosnett[image: External link] as Eddie Thawne: A recent transfer to the Central City Police Department, Eddie's past is a mystery and he harbored a dark secret.[16] He was partner to Detective Joe West and Iris West's love interest. Cosnett left the series after the first season, following his character's sacrifice to wipe Eobard Thawne, his distant descendant, from history.[17]


	
Carlos Valdes[image: External link] as Cisco Ramon / Vibe: A mechanical engineering genius, Cisco is the youngest member of the team of scientists at S.T.A.R. Labs and a metahuman.[19] Valdes also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Cisco Ramon / Reverb, a metahuman who worked for Hunter Zolomon / Zoom.[14]


	
Tom Cavanagh as Harrison Wells[image: External link]:
The mind and money behind Central City's S.T.A.R. Labs Particle Accelerator[image: External link], Wells becomes a pariah after the lab explodes.[20] Mentoring Barry to get faster, he is eventually revealed to be the Reverse-Flash, Eobard Thawne (Matt Letscher[image: External link]), a descendant of Eddie from the future with a grudge against the Flash. Thawne killed the real Wells and stole his identity.[21] In subsequent seasons, Cavanagh portrays various alternate reality[image: External link] doppelgängers of Wells. These include the sarcastic but brilliant "Harry", who along with his daughter Jesse[image: External link] hails from Earth-2[image: External link], and his Earth-19[image: External link] counterpart, the sci-fi novelist "H.R.".



	
Jesse L. Martin[image: External link] as Joe West: A police detective who acts as a surrogate father to Barry, after his mother's death and father's imprisonment, and who is the father of Iris[6][22] and Wally.[23] Martin also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, a singer.[14]


	
Keiynan Lonsdale[image: External link] as Wally West / Kid Flash[image: External link]:
The son of Joe and brother of Iris, born without their knowledge after his mother left Central City.[23] The producers disliked the introduction of relatives of characters that were never previously mentioned, feeling it was "weird", and opted instead to introduce Wally as unknown even to his relatives. They also chose to make him Iris' brother, a departure from the comics where he was her nephew.[23] Speaking on Lonsdale's casting, Kreisberg explained that “Just like when we met Grant [Gustin] for the first time, we instantly knew Keiynan embodied all the heart and courage of a hero."[24] After Flashpoint, Wally eventually gets speed powers from Doctor Alchemy and becomes Kid Flash.[25]
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 Production
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 Development




On July 30, 2013, it was announced that Arrow co-creators Greg Berlanti and Andrew Kreisberg, Arrow pilot director David Nutter, and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns would develop a television series based on the Flash for The CW, and it would detail Barry Allen's origin.[26] Kreisberg revealed after the announcement that Allen would first appear as a recurring character on Arrow in three episodes of season two—all written by Berlanti, Kreisberg and Johns—and the last of the episodes would act as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new show. Kreisberg added that Allen would be a forensic scientist and the introduction of his superpowers, as well as the reactions to this, will be very human and grounded. Johns stated that the character of the Flash in the show would resemble his comic book counterpart, complete with his trademark red costume, and not be a poor imitation. Kreisberg elaborated: "No sweat suits or strange code names; he will be The Flash." While researching the best way to depict the Flash's lightning speed, Johns stated it would not just be the standard "blurring around".[27]

Barry ultimately appeared twice in Arrow's second season, with the planned backdoor pilot cancelled in favor of a traditional pilot by The CW executives, who had been impressed by early cuts of Barry's first two episodes on Arrow. This allowed the creative team to flesh out Barry's story and his world on a bigger budget, as opposed to a backdoor pilot's constraint of incorporating characters from the parent show. The pilot was officially ordered on January 29, 2014, and was written by Berlanti, Kreisberg, and Johns, and directed by Nutter.[28][29] On May 8, 2014, The Flash was officially picked up as a series, with an initial order of 13 episodes.[30] Three more scripts were ordered in September 2014 following a positive response to newly completed episodes by executives,[31] while a back ten was ordered the next month for a full 23-episode season.[32]

With the commencement of production on the series' second season, former Arrow and Ugly Betty[image: External link] writer Gabrielle Stanton was promoted to executive producer and showrunner; after having served as consulting producer and writer on the first season's finale "Fast Enough".[33] However, it was later reported that Kreisberg would be returning to sole showrunner duties at an unspecified time.[34] That time was later proved to be at the start of 2016, "Potential Energy", when Stanton was no longer credited as being involved with the show.
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 Design




The costume was designed by Colleen Atwood[image: External link], who also designed the costumes for Arrow.[35] It features a burgundy color scheme, a masked helmet, and gold accents throughout,[36] and went through multiple adjustments from the moment it was placed in computer renderings to the day of filming the pilot.[9] Primarily made of leather, the suit contains areas with a stretchable material to allow Gustin room to bend. According to Atwood "It was all about a costume that could sell speed, Grant [Gustin] was continually moving in the suit, so it had to be designed to make that all happen visually and functionally."[37] It initially took Gustin approximately 40 minutes to get into his costume, as the first cowl was prosthetic and had to be zipped and glued to his face. This was cut down to approximately 15 minutes by episode eight, when designers were able to develop a new cowl that easily slid over Gustin's face and locked into place.[9] Maya Mani replaced Atwood as the costume designer for the second season and made slight changes to the Flash costume, such as changing the color of his crest from yellow to white, being faithful to the Flash costume from the comics.[38]
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 Filming




Production on the pilot began in March 2014, with filming taking place in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link];[39] additional filming for the series takes place in Portland, Oregon[image: External link].[40] On how action sequences are shot for the series, compared to Arrow, Gustin said, "When [Arrow] shoot[s] action sequences, pretty much what you see is what you get and they're really doing everything. We do a lot of plate shots that are empty shots of the area we’re going to be in and then they’re putting us in later in post[image: External link]. I do a lot of the fighting. I don’t have to do it full speed and then they ramp it up and a lot of people have to freeze and I keep moving. Then I have to clear frame and step back into frame. It’s really tedious stuff that we have to do. On theirs, they learn fight choreography and they shoot it from the perfect angles and what you see is what you get."[41] Production on the third season began in early July 2016.[42]
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 Music




Arrow composer Blake Neely[image: External link] is the primary composer of the series, and was first hired in April 2014 to score the pilot.[43][44] He had previously composed a theme for Barry Allen which was featured in Arrow's season two[image: External link] episodes "The Scientist" and "Three Ghosts". The theme was titled "The Scientist" when it was released on the Arrow: Season 2 soundtrack[image: External link]. According to Neely, "It had to be different [from Arrow] ... but it also couldn't be so different that it couldn't fit in the Arrow universe, ... it had to be in a style that could hold hands with Arrow."[45] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music released a selection of music from The Flash/Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[46] The first season, two-disc soundtrack was released on October 16, 2015.[47] The second season's soundtrack was released digitally on July 22, 2016,[48] and in CD format on July 26, 2016.[49]
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 Sound design




The sound design for the show is handled by Mark Camperell. The sound effect for Barry is made up of elements of thunder, electricity, jets, fireballs, and various custom whooshes and impacts. Speaking about designing the sound for The Flash's ability, Mark says: "My approach for the sounds of The Flash’s ability was to editorially treat him like a really aggressively driven hot rod. This doesn’t mean that I used car sounds for him, though. What I mean is that when thinking about how to edit his sounds, I thought about it like cutting a car chase."[50]
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 Broadcast




The Flash was screened at the Warner Bros. Television and DC Entertainment panel at San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] in July 2014.[51] The series officially premiered on The CW on October 7, 2014, during the 2014–15 television season[image: External link][52] and also premiered in Canada[image: External link] on the same night.[53] The second episode was screened at New York Comic Con[image: External link] on October 9, 2014, as a way to repay the viewers that watched the series' premiere episode.[54] The series premiered in the United Kingdom and Ireland on October 28, 2014,[55] and in Australia on December 3, 2014.[56]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception






	Season
	Critical response



	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	
	1
	97% (58 reviews)
	73 (27 reviews)



	
	2
	100% (20 reviews)
	81 (4 reviews)



	
	3
	87% (15 reviews)
	80 (4 reviews)




Regarding Gustin's debut as Barry Allen in Arrow and the potential for a series, IGN[image: External link]'s Jesse Schedeen stated his concern: "Gustin doesn't come across as leading man material. His awkward bumbling intertwining with Felicity's was cute, but rarely did I get the impression that this character could or should be given his own spinoff series."[57] Schedeen eventually warmed up to the character, however, once the "dorkiness and social awkwardness" were downplayed a bit and the emphasis was placed on "his keen scientific mind".[58]

The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 97% approval rating with an average rating of 7.5/10 based on 58 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "The Flash benefits from its purposefully light atmosphere, making it a superhero show uniquely geared toward genre fans as well as novices."[59] Metacritic[image: External link], which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 73 out of 100, based on 27 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[60] IGN's Eric Goldman and Joshua Yehl praised the show's premise and cast after viewing a press screening copy of the pilot. Goldman and Yehl favorably compared it to Arrow, stating that The Flash progresses with a confidence that Arrow did not get until later in the series.[61] Reviews for the series became increasingly positive as the season progressed, with the finale receiving critical acclaim. Noel Murray of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season a B+ overall, giving praise to the pacing of the plot, the performances of the cast and the special effects, and also pointing out the series' boldness to embrace its comic book influences, something that conventional superhero shows tend not to do.[62] Weekly episode reviewer Scott Von Doviak gave consistently high ratings to the season and awarded the season finale a perfect A grade, calling the episode "richly satisfying" and also commending the show for "[capturing] the essence of its source material in a fun, light-on-its-feet way that few other comic book adaptations have managed." He also gave high praise to the emotional value and performances of the cast, as well as the cliffhanger and multiple easter eggs found in the episode.[63] The second season of The Flash scored a Metacritic[image: External link] rating of 81 out of 100 indicating "universal acclaim".[64]

In 2016, Rolling Stone[image: External link] ranked the show #23 on its list of the "40 Best Science Fiction TV Shows of All Time".[65]
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 Critics' top ten lists







	


	2014[66]




	

	No. 7 NPR[image: External link]


	No. 7 Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]


	No. 10 Film School Rejects[image: External link]



















	


	2015[67]




	

	No. 4 The Salt Lake Tribune[image: External link]


	No. 7 Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]


	No. 10 Indiewire[image: External link]


	 – Criticwire[image: External link]


	 – Variety[image: External link]



















	


	2016[68]




	

	No. 8 The Salt Lake Tribune[image: External link]
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 Ratings




The first episode of The Flash was watched by 4.8 million viewers and had a 1.9 18–49 demographic rating, making it The CW's most watched and highest rated series premiere since The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. It also became The CW's second-most watched series premiere ever, behind 90210[image: External link], and the third-highest rated in the 18–49 demographic.[69] Factoring Live + 7 day ratings, the pilot was watched by a total of 6.8 million viewers, becoming The CW's most-watched telecast and the highest-rated premiere among men 18–34 (2.5 rating). It broke the previous record for the most-watched telecast held by the cycle 8 finale of America's Next Top Model[image: External link] in 2007 (6.69 million). Additionally, across all platforms, including initiated streams on digital platforms and total unduplicated viewers on-air over two airings the week of October 7, 2014, the premiere was seen more than 13 million times.[70]

The Canadian premiere was watched by 3.11 million viewers, making it the most-watched broadcast that night and the second for that week.[71] In the United Kingdom, the premiere was the fourth highest-rated broadcast of the week and the eleventh of that month, with 1.53 million viewers.[72][73] The timeshifted version got 82,000 viewers.[74] The premiere in Australia was the most-watched broadcast on pay television, with 129,000 viewers tuning in.[75]

In 2016, according to an analysis from Parrot Analytics, which used ratings data (where available), peer-to-peer sharing, social media chatter, and other factors to estimate viewer demand for various shows, The Flash was the 5th most popular show in the world with 3.1 million demand expressions per day, behind Game of Thrones[image: External link], The Walking Dead[image: External link], Pretty Little Liars[image: External link], and Westworld[image: External link].[76] TorrentFreak[image: External link] also gauged The Flash as the fourth most- torrented[image: External link] television show of 2016.[77]



	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Tuesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 7, 2014
	4.83[78]
	May 19, 2015
	3.87[79]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	118
	4.62
	1.7[3]



	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 6, 2015
	3.58[80]
	May 24, 2016
	3.35[81]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	112
	4.25
	1.7[4]



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 4, 2016
	3.17[82]
	May 23, 2017
	3.04[83]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	120
	3.50
	1.4[5]
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 Other media





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Digital comic




The Flash: Season Zero, written by Kreisberg, Brooke Eikmeier and Katherine Walczak[image: External link], with art by Phil Hester[image: External link] and Eric Gapstur, is intended to take place between the pilot episode and episode 2. Kreisberg stated, "Barry will [already] be the Flash, he will have his team, everyone will be in that world, and we'll [ sic[image: External link]] introducing a new set of villains that we won't be seeing on the TV show. It'll feel like the same heart, humor and spectacle that you get watching Flash." The comic will showcase the entire TV cast, plus new rogues, a group of circus performers who gained super powers as a result of the S.T.A.R. Labs particle accelerator explosion. The group is led by Mr. Bliss[image: External link], a character who first appeared in Starman[image: External link]. The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 8, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases, releasing on October 1.[84]
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 Web series




On April 19, 2016, a four-part web series titled Chronicles of Cisco, premiered. The series, which was presented by AT&T[image: External link], features Valdes and Britne Oldford[image: External link] reprise their role as Cisco Ramon and Shawna Baez / Peek-a-Boo, respectively. Set in the second season of the television series, the series sees Cisco attempting to make the Flash suit bulletproof and body-odor proof. While working on these, he receives a late-night Meta-Human Alert within S.T.A.R. Labs,[85] and learns that Peek-a-Boo triggered the alert.[86] She has come to S.T.A.R. Labs to make Cisco create a weapon for her, as he did for Golden Glider, Captain Cold, and Heatwave. When he does not cooperate, she shoots him.[87] Cisco survives being shot, realizing that the orange soda he spilt on his shirt was the missing catalyst to his bulletproof formula. Cisco tries to bring Peek-a-Boo back to the pipeline, but she locks him in the cell instead. Cisco is then seen being woken up due to a call from Barry. He believes he dreamt the whole experience, until he finds the bullet that shot him on the ground.[88]
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 Video games




The series has also been featured in other video games based off DC Comics property. In the mobile version of Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], the show's versions of the Flash and Reverse-Flash appear as alternate costumes for the Flash.[89] The show's version of S.T.A.R. Labs also appears as a hidden area in Lego Dimensions[image: External link].[90]
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 Books





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Novels




On November 29, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the course of the second season, after Barry has closed the temporal anomaly that nearly destroyed Central City. Barry must seek help from Oliver Queen, due to his own abilities beginning to break down, in order to deal with five members of his Rogues Gallery—including Pied Piper, Weather Wizard, and Peekaboo.[91] The story continued in Arrow — A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017.[92]
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 Behind-the-scenes




On October 21, 2016, "The Art and Making of The Flash" by Abbie Bernstein was released. This is a 160-page behind-the-scenes book with production art and behind-the-scenes photography. The book also includes interviews with the cast and crew from the show.[93]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects-Driven Photoreal/Live Action Broadcast Program
	Armen V. Kevorkian, James Baldanzi, Jeremy Jozwick, Andranik Taranyan
	Nominated
	[94]



	Behind the Voice Actors Awards
	Best Female Vocal Performance in a Television Series in a Guest Role – Action/Drama
	Morena Baccarin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[95]



	TV Guide Award[image: External link]
	Favorite New Show
	The Flash
	Won
	[96]



	2015
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	The Flash
	Won
	[97]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[98]



	Favorite TV Actor
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series[image: External link]
	The Flash
	Won
	[99][100]



	Breakthrough Performance
	Grant Gustin
	Won



	Best Actor on Television[image: External link]
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Best Guest Star on Television
	Wentworth Miller[image: External link]
	Won



	Leo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[101]



	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	Glen Winter
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	C. Kim Miles
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	For episode "Going Rogue"
	Won



	Best Production Design in a Dramatic Series
	Tyler Bishop Harron
	Nominated



	Best Make-Up in a Dramatic Series
	Tina Louise Teoli
	Nominated



	Best Hairstyling in a Dramatic Series
	Sarah Koppes
	Nominated



	Best Guest Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Publicists Awards
	Maxwell Weinberg Award – Television
	Bonanza Productions, Berlanti Productions and Warner Bros. Television[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[102]



	TCA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding New Program[image: External link]
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[103]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actress – Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[104]



	Choice TV – Breakout Star
	Grant Gustin
	Won
	[105]



	Candice Patton[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Chemistry
	Grant Gustin and Candice Patton
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Liplock
	Grant Gustin and Candice Patton
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Villain
	Tom Cavanagh
	Nominated



	Hugo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation – Short Form
	For the episode "Pilot"
	Nominated
	[106]



	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	For episode "Grodd Lives"
	Nominated
	[107]



	IGN Awards[image: External link]
	Best TV Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[108]



	Best Comic Book Adaptation TV
	The Flash
	Won
	[109]



	Poppy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor, Drama
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[110]



	The Joey Awards
	Best Actor in a TV Drama Recurring Role 8–12 Years
	Logan Williams
	Won
	[111]



	Best Actress in a TV Drama Featured Role 4–9 Years
	Laiken Laverock
	Nominated



	Online Film & Television Association Award
	Best Visual Effects In a Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[112]



	Best New Theme Song In a Series
	The Flash
	Nominated



	2016
	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[113]



	Favorite Male TV Star – Family Show
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	J. J. Makaro ("Enter Zoom")
	Nominated
	[114][115]



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	For episode "Gorilla Warfare"
	Won



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	J. J. Makaro, Jon Kralt ("Legends Of Today")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[116][117]



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Grant Gustin
	Won



	Choice TV: Chemistry
	Candice Patton and Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Candice Patton and Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Danielle Panabaker
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Villain
	Teddy Sears
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	The Flash
	Won
	[118]



	Best Actor on Television
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Best Guest Star on Television
	Victor Garber[image: External link]
	Nominated



	IGN Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic Book TV Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[119]



	Best TV Hero
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[120]



	Best TV Villain
	Tom Cavanagh
	Nominated
	[121]



	IGN People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Best TV Hero
	Grant Gustin
	Won
	[120]



	Poppy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor, Drama
	Jesse L. Martin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[122]



	The Joey Awards
	Young Actor in a TV Series Featured Role 11–16 Years
	Octavian Kaul
	Won
	[123]



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[124]



	IGN Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[125]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Show – Family Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[126]



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[127]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	The Flash
	Pending
	[128]



	Best Actor on Television
	Grant Gustin
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Candice Patton
	Pending
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/C



	1
	September 22, 2015[129]
	September 21, 2015[130]
	September 23, 2015[131]
	The Blu-ray/DVD box-sets include featurettes, deleted scenes, gag reels and highlights from Comic-Con. Season 2 includes the Arrow crossover episode "Legends of Yesterday".



	2
	September 6, 2016[132]
	September 12, 2016[133]
	September 7, 2016[134][135]



	3
	September 5, 2017[136]
	September 11, 2017[137]
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 Arrowverse and the DC multiverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[138] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name[image: External link] and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[139] The character is expected to make a live-action appearance on Arrow and/or The Flash as well.[140] The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16[image: External link] midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[141][142] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[143]

The second season begins to explore the concept of the multiverse, by introducing Earth-2, which features doppelgängers of the inhabitants in the Arrowverse (or Earth-1), along with Jay Garrick, the Flash of Earth-2, and Zoom[image: External link].[144] In the episode "Welcome to Earth-2[image: External link]", as Barry, Cisco and Harrison Wells of Earth-2 travel to Earth-2, glimpses of the multiverse are seen, including an image of Supergirl star Melissa Benoist[image: External link] as Supergirl and an image of John Wesley Shipp[image: External link] as the Flash from the 1990 television series[image: External link], implying the two characters and their respective television series exist on alternate Earths to the Arrowverse;[145][146] Supergirl's world is later designated Earth-38 in the Arrowverse multiverse.[147] Gustin as Barry appeared on the eighteenth episode of Supergirl, "Worlds Finest", which aired on CBS on March 28, 2016. Intersecting with the events of the eighteenth episode of The Flash, which aired on April 19, 2016, Barry accidentally arrives on Earth-38 and helps Kara battle two of her enemies, Silver Banshee[image: External link] (Italia Ricci[image: External link]) and Livewire[image: External link] (Brit Morgan[image: External link]), before returning home.[148][149]
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 See also





	The Flash (1990 TV series)[image: External link]
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Greg Berlanti






Greg Berlanti (born May 24, 1972) is an American film and television writer and producer. He is known for his work on the television series Dawson's Creek[image: External link], Everwood[image: External link], Political Animals[image: External link]; and for his contributions to DC Comics on film and television, including The CW's Arrowverse. In 2017 Berlanti set the record in having 10 different scripted television series planned to air in the 2017–18 television season[image: External link] on various networks and digital platforms.[1]
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Berlanti got his start in television as a writer and executive producer on Dawson's Creek[image: External link] before going on to create two of The WB[image: External link]'s drama series, 2002's Everwood[image: External link] and 2004's Jack & Bobby[image: External link]. He created and produced the 2008 ABC[image: External link] legal drama Eli Stone[image: External link] and the 2012 USA[image: External link] family drama Political Animals[image: External link]. For NBC, he has produced The Mysteries of Laura, an American adaptation of the Spanish television series[image: External link], that premiered September 17, 2014, and Blindspot[image: External link] which premiered on September 21, 2015.[2]

Berlanti directed the 2010 film Life As We Know It[image: External link], starring Katherine Heigl[image: External link] and Josh Duhamel[image: External link]. He produced the film Pan[image: External link] for Warner Brothers under his Berlanti Productions banner; the film was released October 9, 2015.

In January 2016 The CW ordered the Berlanti-produced television pilot Riverdale[image: External link] based on the characters from Archie Comics[image: External link],[3] which was picked up to series in May 2016.[4] Riverdale premiered on January 26, 2017, and was renewed for a second season on March 7, 2017.[5]
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Berlanti co-wrote and co-produced the DC Comics film Green Lantern[image: External link], starring Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] as the titular character. As the film was not critically nor financially successful,[citation needed[image: External link]] further planned releases were cancelled. It has since been announced that a rebooted version of the character is in development as a part of the DC Extended Universe[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In May 2016, Berlanti discussed his involvement in a Booster Gold[image: External link] feature film that is currently in development, as producer and possibly as director as well. Zack Stentz is signed to the project as screenwriter.[6]
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In December 2011, it was announced that, along with Andrew Kreisberg and Marc Guggenheim[image: External link], Berlanti would create, write, and produce a series for The CW based on Green Arrow, called Arrow. In May 2012, it was picked up to series and premiered on October 10, of that year. On July 30, 2013, it was announced at the summer TCA tour[image: External link] that Berlanti, Kreisberg, and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns would be introducing Barry Allen in the second season of Arrow, with the possibility of the character being spun off to his own series. Actor Grant Gustin was cast and made his debut in episode 8, "The Scientist". In November 2013, The CW officially ordered a pilot for The Flash,[7] and in May 2014 the network picked the project up to series with a premiere scheduled for autumn of that year.[8] The Flash premiered on October 7, 2014.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Berlanti, along with Guggenheim and Kreisberg, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom (Brandon Routh[image: External link]), Captain Cold (Wentworth Miller[image: External link]), Martin Stein (Victor Garber[image: External link]), and The White Canary (Caity Lotz[image: External link]), for a potential 2016 premiere.[9] The series was ultimately titled Legends of Tomorrow, and it follows the ragtag team of heroes and villains as they travel through time and space on a mission to stop the devious immortal Vandal Savage. The series premiered on January 21, 2016, and was renewed for a second season on March 11, 2016.[10]
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On September 4, 2014, it was reported that Berlanti would executive produce a re-imagining of the origin of Supergirl[image: External link], to be written by The New Normal[image: External link] and Chuck[image: External link] alum Ali Adler[image: External link]. Flash co-creator Johns is also involved with development.[11] On September 19, 2014, it was reported that CBS[image: External link] had made a series commitment to Supergirl. It was also announced that Berlanti would co-write the first episode.[12]

After its first season, the show moved from being shown on CBS to being shown on The CW (the same network where other DC shows The Flash, Arrow, and Legends of Tomorrow air).
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He was born in Rye, New York[image: External link]. His parents are Barbara Moller Berlanti and Eugene Berlanti. Greg has one sister, Dina, and is the uncle of two nieces.[citation needed[image: External link]] He has Italian and Irish ancestry.[13] He described his early life in an August 2004 interview with Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]: "We were Italians in a town of WASPs[image: External link]" and his family was not "doing as well as 90% of the community."[citation needed[image: External link]] The Berlanti Television production logo, which follows each episode of shows he produces, features a family with their backs to the audience and the spoken quote, "Greg, move your head!" This is an homage to Berlanti's father, Gene, who would yell at Greg when he was blocking the television screen. Berlanti graduated from Northwestern University[image: External link] in 1994.[14]

Berlanti has been in a relationship with LA Galaxy[image: External link] soccer player Robbie Rogers[image: External link] since mid-2013.[15][16] On February 18, 2016, Berlanti, and Rogers, welcomed their first son via surrogacy[image: External link], Caleb Berlanti.[17] On December 31, 2016, Rogers and Berlanti announced they had become engaged.[18]
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	Year
	Series
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Notes



	1998–2003
	Dawson's Creek[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2000
	Young Americans[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	2002–2006
	Everwood[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2004–2005
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2006–2008
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2007–2009
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2010–2011
	No Ordinary Family[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2012
	Political Animals[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2012–present
	Arrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2013
	Golden Boy[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2013–2014
	The Tomorrow People[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–present
	The Flash
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–2016
	The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2015–present
	Blindspot[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Supergirl
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2017–present
	Riverdale[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2017
	Black Lightning[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	Pilot ordered by The CW
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	Year
	Film
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Critical Reception



	Rotten Tomatoes
	Metacritic



	2000
	The Broken Hearts Club: A Romantic Comedy[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	63%[19]
	51 out of 100[20]



	2010
	Life As We Know It[image: External link]
	Yes
	No
	No
	28%[21]
	



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	26%[22]
	39 out of 100[23]



	2012
	Wrath of the Titans[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	25%[24]
	37 out of 100[25]



	2015
	Pan[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	26%[26]
	36 out of 100[27]



	2018
	Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda[image: External link]
	Yes
	No
	No
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Andrew Kreisberg






Andrew Kreisberg (born April 23, 1971) is an American[image: External link] television writer[image: External link] and producer[image: External link], and comic book writer. He is best known as the creator of the television series Arrow (2012–present), The Flash (2014–present), Supergirl (2015–present), and Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present).
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Kreisberg graduated from the Boston University[image: External link] College of Communication[image: External link] in 1993.[1]
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His first job was on the short-lived animated sitcom[image: External link] Mission Hill[image: External link]. He has written for several other series including: Justice League[image: External link], The Simpsons[image: External link], Hope & Faith[image: External link], Boston Legal[image: External link], Lipstick Jungle[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link], The Vampire Diaries[image: External link], Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link], My Family[image: External link], and Warehouse 13[image: External link].

In November 2015, Kreisberg signed a multi-year deal with Warner Bros. Television[image: External link], in which he will continue to develop new projects as well as remain the sole showrunner of The Flash, co-showrunner of Supergirl (along with Ali Adler[image: External link]), and executive producer on Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow.[2]
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In 2009, he joined the FOX[image: External link] science-fiction[image: External link]/ horror[image: External link] series Fringe[image: External link] as a co-executive producer and writer. At the end of season one[image: External link], Kreisberg left the show. He co-wrote the following episodes:


	" Midnight[image: External link]" (01.18) (co-written with co-executive producer J.H. Wyman[image: External link])


	" Unearthed[image: External link]" (02.11) (co-written with co-executive producer David H. Goodman[image: External link])
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In 2011, Kreisberg was hired to write a pilot based on DC Comics hero Booster Gold[image: External link], for Syfy[image: External link].[3] The script has gone through many iterations and is said to still be in consideration at the network.[4][5]
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In 2011, Kreisberg, Marc Guggenheim[image: External link], and Greg Berlanti began developing Arrow, a re-imagining of the DC Comics comic book character, Green Arrow, for The CW. In January 2012, The CW picked the project up to pilot[image: External link].[6] On January 31, 2012, actor Stephen Amell[image: External link] was cast in the title role of Oliver Queen/Arrow.[7] On May 11, 2012, The CW officially picked Arrow up to series. It premiered on October 10, 2012.

In July 2013, it was announced that Kreisberg, fellow Arrow co-creator Berlanti and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns would be introducing Barry Allen during the shows sophomore year, with the 20th episode serving as a backdoor pilot[image: External link]. Actor Grant Gustin was cast and first appeared in episode 208, "The Scientist".[8] CW brass were so pleased with the handling of the character that they greenlit a full-fledged pilot, foregoing the backdoor version.[9] In May 2014, The Flash was officially ordered to series.[10] It premiered October 7, 2014, to critical and public acclaim.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Kreisberg, along with Guggenheim and Berlanti, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom/Brandon Routh[image: External link], Captain Cold/Wentworth Miller[image: External link], Martin Stein/Victor Garber[image: External link], and Caity Lotz[image: External link], for a potential 2016 premiere.[11]
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Kreisberg has written the comic book series Green Arrow and Black Canary[image: External link], Batman Confidential[image: External link]

In 2008, Arcana Comics began publishing Helen Killer, a comic book by Kreisberg with art by Matthew Rice. In it, a college-aged Helen Keller[image: External link] is given a device which allows her to see and hear and which increases her physical abilities, at which point she is hired to protect the President of the United States.

It was announced in July 2014, that Kreisberg and Arrow executive story editor Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] would be taking over the Green Arrow title in October of that year, beginning with issue #35.[12]
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Producer
	Executive producer



	1998
	Malcolm & Eddie[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2000–2002
	Mission Hill[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2001
	Cousin Skeeter[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2002–2003
	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes), story editor, executive story editor



	2002–2004
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (3 episodes)



	2003–2004
	Hope & Faith[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-producer



	2005–2007
	Boston Legal[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (9 episodes); producer



	2007
	The Wedding Bells[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Supervising producer



	2008
	Lipstick Jungle[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (7 episodes); supervising producer, co-executive producer



	2009
	The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2009–2010
	Fringe[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009–2011
	My Family[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes)



	2010–2011
	Warehouse 13[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (4 episodes); co-executive producer



	2011
	Red Faction: Origins[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV movie; with Paul de Meo and Danny Bilson, based on the video game[image: External link] developed by Volition



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (17 episodes)



	2014–present
	The Flash
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (10 episodes)



	2015
	The Oscars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV special; with Greg Berlanti & Seth Grahame-Smith & Michael Green



	2015–present
	Supergirl
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (5 episodes)



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (2 episodes)
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Geoff Johns






Geoff Johns (born January 25, 1973)[2] is an American comic book[image: External link] and television writer[image: External link], film producer[image: External link], and television producer[image: External link]. He is the president and Chief Creative Officer[image: External link] at DC Comics; he has served in the latter position since 2010. His most notable work in different media has used the DC Comics characters Green Lantern[image: External link], Aquaman[image: External link], Flash, and Superman[image: External link]. He is well known for his work on The WB[image: External link]/The CW's Smallville[image: External link], Arrow and The Flash.

He is also a comic book retailer[image: External link][3] who co-owns Earth-2 Comics in Northridge, California[image: External link] with Carr D'Angelo and Jud Meyers.[4] In 2016, Johns was made the co-runner of the DC Extended Universe[image: External link], and co-chairman of DC Films[image: External link] in order to create a unified vision and overarching story for the franchise.
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Johns was born in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan,[4][5] the son of Barbara and Fred Johns,[6] and grew up in the suburbs of Grosse Pointe[image: External link] and Clarkston[image: External link], and attending Clarkston High School[image: External link].[4][7] He is of half Lebanese[image: External link] ancestry.[8] As a child, Johns and his brother first discovered comics through an old box of comics they found in their grandmother's attic, which included copies of The Flash[image: External link], Superman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and Batman[image: External link] from the 1960s and 1970s. Johns eventually began to patronize a comics shop in Traverse City[image: External link], recalling that the first new comics he bought were Crisis on Infinite Earth[image: External link] #3 or 4 and The Flash #348 or 349, as the latter was his favorite character. As Johns continued collecting comics, he gravitated toward DC Comics and later Vertigo[image: External link], and drew comics.[4] After graduating from Clarkston High School in 1991,[6] he studied media arts, screenwriting, film production and film theory at Michigan State University[image: External link].[5] He graduated from Michigan State in 1995,[9] and then moved to Los Angeles[image: External link], California.[4][6]
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In Los Angeles, Johns cold-called the office of director Richard Donner[image: External link] looking for an internship, and while Johns was being transferred to various people, Donner picked up the phone by accident, leading to a conversation and the internship. Johns started off copying scripts, and after about two months, was hired as a production assistant for Donner, whom Johns regards as his mentor.[4][10]

While working on production of Donner's 1997 film Conspiracy Theory[image: External link], Johns visited New York City, where he met DC Comics personnel such as Eddie Berganza[image: External link], reigniting his childhood interest in comics.[4]

Berganza invited Johns to tour the DC Comics offices, and offered Johns the opportunity to suggest ideas, which led to Johns pitching Stars and S.T.R.I.P.E.[image: External link], a series based on the second Star-Spangled Kid[image: External link] and her stepfather,[11] to editor Chuck Kim a year later. Johns expected to write comics "on the side", until he met David Goyer[image: External link] and James Robinson[image: External link], who were working on JSA[image: External link]. After looking at Stars and S.T.R.I.P.E., Robinson offered Johns co-writing duties on JSA in 2000,[12] and Johns credits both him and Mike Carlin[image: External link] with shepherding him into the comics industry.[4] That same year, Johns became the regular writer on The Flash[image: External link] ongoing series with issue 164. John's work on The Flash represents one example of his modeling of various elements in his stories after aspects of his birth town, explaining, "When I wrote The Flash, I turned Keystone City into Detroit, made it a car town. I make a lot of my characters from Detroit. I think self-made, blue-collar heroes represent Detroit. Wally West's Flash was like that. I took the inspiration of the city and the people there and used it in the books."[7] John's Flash run concluded with #225.

He co-wrote a Beast Boy[image: External link] limited series with Ben Raab in 2000[13] and crafted the "Return to Krypton" story arc in the Superman titles with Pasqual Ferry[image: External link] in 2002.[14] After writing The Avengers[image: External link] vol. 3 #57-76 (Oct. 2002-Feb. 2004) and Avengers Icons: The Vision[image: External link] #1-4 (Oct. 2002-Jan. 2003) for Marvel Comics[image: External link],[15] Johns oversaw the re-launch of Hawkman and Teen Titans[image: External link].[16]

Johns was responsible for the return of Hal Jordan[image: External link] in 2005 as the writer of the Green Lantern: Rebirth[image: External link] mini-series[17] and subsequent Green Lantern[image: External link] ongoing title.[18] Johns was the writer of the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] crossover[image: External link] limited series (Dec. 2005- June 2006), a sequel to 1985's Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link].[19] Following this, Johns was one of four writers, with Mark Waid[image: External link], Grant Morrison[image: External link], and Greg Rucka[image: External link], on the 2006-2007 weekly series 52[image: External link].[20]

In 2006, Johns and Kurt Busiek[image: External link] co-wrote the "Up, Up and Away![image: External link]" story arc in Superman[image: External link] and Action Comics[image: External link]. He then reunited with Richard Donner on the "Last Son[image: External link]" storyline in Action Comics with Donner co-plotting the series with his former assistant.[15] The Justice Society of America series by Johns and artist Dale Eaglesham[image: External link] began in February 2007[21] and six months later, he and Jeff Katz[image: External link] launched the new Booster Gold[image: External link] series. That same year, Johns helmed the critically acclaimed[22][23][24][25][26] "Sinestro Corps War[image: External link]" storyline in the Green Lantern titles.[27] He wrote the "Final Crisis[image: External link]" one-shot[image: External link] Rage of the Red Lanterns with artist Shane Davis[image: External link][28] and collaborated with Gary Frank[image: External link] on Action Comics.[29] Johns and Frank produced the " Brainiac[image: External link]" storyline in which Superman's adopted father Jonathan Kent[image: External link] was killed[30] and retold Superman's origin story in 2009's Superman: Secret Origin[image: External link].[31]

Also in 2009, Johns teamed with artist Ethan Van Sciver[image: External link] on The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link] miniseries, which centered on the return of Barry Allen as the Flash[32][33] and wrote the Blackest Night[image: External link] limited series.[34] Commenting on Johns' creation of such concepts as the Blue Lantern Corps[image: External link], the Red Lantern Corps[image: External link], and the Indigo Tribe[image: External link], DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] noted in 2010 that "One of Johns' sharpest additions to DC mythology is the notion that the Green Lanterns are but one color within a rainbow spectrum, and that the other hues have their own champions. Folding in old concepts and inventing new ones, Johns has established limitless story possibilities."[35]

Johns is the principal writer of the DC Universe Online[image: External link] massively multiplayer online role-playing game[image: External link].[36]
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 President & CCO of DC Comics




Johns was named DC Comics' new Chief Creative Officer on February 18, 2010 by DC Entertainment President Diane Nelson[image: External link],[37][38] a position that Johns stated would not affect his writing.[39] He then co-wrote the Brightest Day[image: External link] series with Peter Tomasi[image: External link].[40]

In a 2010 interview, Johns named Steve McNiven[image: External link] as an artist he hasn't yet worked with who he'd like to do so, J. Michael Straczynski[image: External link]'s run on Thor[image: External link] as his then-favorite ongoing comic book, and The Flash as his favorite of all time, as he owns every issue of it. He credits reading James Robinson's The Golden Age[image: External link] as the book responsible for his love for the characters in that book, and for his decision to accept writing duties on JSA.[4]

In September 2011, following the conclusion of Johns' mini series, Flashpoint, and the crossover storyline of the same name, DC Comics instituted a program called The New 52[image: External link], in which the publisher cancelled all of its superhero titles and relaunched 52 new series with #1 issues, wiping out most of the then-current continuity. Johns and artist Jim Lee[image: External link], DC Comics' Co-Publisher, launched the line with a new Justice League[image: External link] series, written and illustrated by Johns and Lee, respectively. The series' first story arc was a new origin of the Justice League, which depicted the return of DC's primary superheroes to the team.[41] Johns' contributions to The New 52 includes an ongoing Shazam![image: External link] backup feature in Justice League that began with issue #7, as well as the relaunched Aquaman[image: External link] and Green Lantern monthly titles.[42][43][44]

Johns and Gary Frank collaborated on the Batman: Earth One[image: External link] graphic novel, an out of continuity story, released in mid-2012,[45][46] which served as the first in a series of graphic novels intended to redefine Batman.[47] In 2013, after writing Green Lantern for nine years, Johns ended his run with issue 20 of the New 52 series,[48] which was released May 22, 2013.[49] DC Comics' All Access webcast announced on February 4, 2014 that Johns would be writing the Superman[image: External link] series which would be drawn by John Romita Jr.[image: External link][50][51] The Johns/Romita Jr. team was joined by inker Klaus Janson[image: External link].[52] In July 2016, Warner Bros. confirmed that Johns was promoted to president of DC Entertainment while still retaining his position as chief creative officer and reporting to Nelson.[53]
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Johns served as a co-producer and creative consultant for the 2011 Green Lantern[image: External link] film directed by Martin Campbell[image: External link] and starring Ryan Reynolds[image: External link].[54]
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Johns was an executive producer on Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link], directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link] and starring Henry Cavill[image: External link] and Ben Affleck[image: External link].[55] In May 2016 it was announced that Johns and Jon Berg will co-run the DC Extended Universe[image: External link], serve as producers on the Justice League[image: External link] and serve as executive producers on the future DC films, following the largely negative critical reception of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[56] As of mid-2015, Johns and Affleck are co-writing the screenplay for a stand-alone Batman film, starring Affleck, as well co-wrote the story for Aquaman[image: External link] with James Wan[image: External link] and co-wrote the story for Green Lantern Corps[image: External link] with David S. Goyer[image: External link].[57][58][59][60]
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"Recruit"[image: External link], a 2005 episode of the Superman[image: External link] prequel series Smallville[image: External link], on which Johns' studio mate Jeph Loeb[image: External link] was a writer-producer, featured a villain by the name of Geoff Johns.

In 2008, Johns wrote "Legion", the eleventh episode of the eighth season[image: External link], in which he introduced the three core members of the Legion of Superheroes[image: External link].[61]

At the 2009 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], he announced that he was writing another Smallville episode, titled "Society," based on the Justice Society of America[image: External link]. The success of his first episode and the ambitious nature of his follow-up episode enabled the producers to transform it into a two-part story, which subsequently aired as a feature-length episode titled "Absolute Justice[image: External link]".[62]
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Johns and David S. Goyer co-wrote the pilot[image: External link] for the Spike TV[image: External link] drama Blade: The Series[image: External link], which premiered in June 2006. Johns served as one of the writing staff on the television show. Later that year, Johns teamed up with Matthew Senreich[image: External link] of Robot Chicken[image: External link] fame to write the screenplay for a holiday family-friendly movie titled Naughty or Nice for Dimension Films[image: External link]. Johns and Senreich are billed as directors of the movie, with actor/producer Seth Green[image: External link] set to provide a lead voice as well as serving as voice director on the film. This association led to Johns contributing material to the fourth season of Robot Chicken.[63]
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In 2012, Johns joined The CW's Green Arrow origin series Arrow, as a writer. He first contributed to the first-season episode "Muse of Fire," which served as the introduction of The Huntress[image: External link], the teleplay for which he co-wrote with executive producer Marc Guggenheim[image: External link] from a story by co-creator Andrew Kreisberg. Later in the season, Johns wrote the sixteenth episode, "Dead to Rights". The episode was directed by frequent Johns' collaborator Glen Winter.[64]

On July 30, 2013, it was announced at the summer TCA tour[image: External link] that Johns and Arrow co-creators Kreisberg and Greg Berlanti would be introducing Barry Allen in the second season of the show, with the potential of a spin-off for the character with the 20th episode acting as a backdoor pilot.[65] CW executives were so pleased with the handling of the character that they forewent the backdoor pilot, in favor of a full-fledged version.[66] In May 2014, The Flash was picked up to series, to premiere later that year.[67] Johns serves as co-developer and executive producer. He co-wrote, with Kai Yu Wu[image: External link], the episodes "Going Rogue", which introduces the villain Leonard Snart/Captain Cold to the series, and "Revenge of the Rogues", which brought the rogue Heat Wave to the series fully after being introduced off screen in "Going Rogue".
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 Upcoming projects




Johns is collaborating with Reginald Hudlin[image: External link] and Denys Cowan[image: External link] on a live-action[image: External link] digital Static Shock[image: External link] series from DC and Warner Bros. Blue Ribbon division.[68] He also had expressed interest in making an animated adaptation of J.J. Abrams[image: External link]' scrapped Superman: Flyby[image: External link] script for DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link].[69]
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In 2006, Johns co-wrote the story for the Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] episode "Ancient History", which starred Hawkman[image: External link], Hawkgirl, Vixen[image: External link], Shadow Thief[image: External link] and the Green Lantern John Stewart[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Johns lives in Studio City[70] with his wife, Sonia Choi, a colorist and inker for DC Comics.[71][72] He became a first-time father in 2016. [73]

His younger sister Courtney was a victim of the TWA Flight 800[image: External link] crash. The DC Comics character Courtney Whitmore[image: External link], whom Johns created, is based on her.[74]
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 Awards and recognition





	2002 Wizard Fan Award for Breakout Talent (for The Flash[image: External link])

	2005 Wizard Fan Award for Best Writer (for The Flash[image: External link], Infinite Crisis[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link] and Teen Titans[image: External link])[75]


	2006 Wizard Fan Award for Best Writer (for Infinite Crisis)[76]


	2008 Project Fanboy Award for Best Writer[77]


	2009 Project Fanboy Award for Best Writer[77]


	2009 Spike TV Scream Award[image: External link] for Best Comic Book Writer[78]


	2010 Spike TV Scream Award for Best Comic Book Writer (for Blackest Night[image: External link], Brightest Day[image: External link], The Flash and Green Lantern)[79]
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The CW






This article is about the American television network. For the University of Alabama newspaper, see The Crimson White[image: External link]. For other uses, see CW (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The CW Television Network (commonly referred to as just The CW) is an American English language[image: External link] broadcast[image: External link] television network that is operated by The CW Network, LLC, a limited liability[image: External link] joint venture[1] between CBS Corporation[image: External link], the former owners of the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), and the Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] division of Time Warner[image: External link], former majority owner of The WB Television Network[image: External link]. The "CW" name is an acronym[image: External link] derived from the first letters of the names of its two parent corporations (CBS and Warner Bros.).

The network made its debut on September 18, 2006, after its two predecessors, UPN and The WB, respectively ceased independent operations on September 15 and 17 of that year. The CW's first two nights of programming – on September 18 and 19, 2006 – consisted of reruns and launch-related specials[image: External link]. The CW marked its formal launch date on September 20, 2006, with the two-hour premiere of the seventh cycle[image: External link] of America's Next Top Model[image: External link]. As of 2008, the network's programming lineup was intended to appeal mainly to women between the ages of 18 and 34,[4] although starting in 2011 the network increased in programming that appeal to men.[5] The network currently runs programming six days a week: airing Monday through Fridays in the afternoon[image: External link] and in prime time, along with a Saturday morning live-action educational programming[image: External link] block produced by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] called One Magnificent Morning[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Canada on cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] and IPTV[image: External link] providers through stations owned-and-operated[image: External link] by CBS Corporation and affiliates[image: External link] that are located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (whose broadcasts of CW shows are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] laws imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link], if a Canadian network holds the broadcast rights); it is also available through two affiliates owned by Tribune Media[image: External link] that are classified in that country as superstations[image: External link] – New York City affiliate WPIX[image: External link] and Los Angeles affiliate KTLA[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Mexico through affiliates located near the Mexico–U.S. border[image: External link] (such as KFMB-DT2[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]- Tijuana[image: External link], KECY-DT3[image: External link] in El Centro, California[image: External link], KVIA-DT2[image: External link] in El Paso[image: External link], and KCWT-CD[image: External link] with simulcasters KFXV-LD2[image: External link] and KNVO-DT4[image: External link] in McAllen[image: External link]–Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]) on pay television providers. In both countries, some CW affiliates are receivable over-the-air in border areas depending on the station's signal coverage[image: External link].
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 History
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 1993–2006: Origins




Main articles: The WB[image: External link] and UPN[image: External link]


The CW Television Network is a successor to The WB[image: External link] and the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), both of which launched within one week of each other in January 1995, with the former making its debut first on January 11 and the latter premiering five days later on January 16.[6]

UPN and The WB both began just as the Fox[image: External link] network had started to secure a foothold with American television audiences. The two networks launched to limited fanfare and generally mediocre to poor results. However, over the subsequent 11 1⁄2 seasons, both were able to air several series that became quite popular (such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link], Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link], 7th Heaven[image: External link], Dawson's Creek[image: External link] and Charmed[image: External link]). Towards the end of their first decade on the air, The WB and UPN were in decline, unable to reach the audience share or have the effect that Fox had gained within its first decade, much less that of the Big Three[image: External link] networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]). In the eleven years that UPN and The WB were in operation, the two networks lost a combined $2 billion.[7] Incidentally, Chris-Craft Industries, Viacom and Time Warner officials had discussed a possible merger of UPN and The WB as early as September 1995, only nine months after their respective launches; however, discussions ultimately broke down over issues on how to combine Chris-Craft and Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]'s station interests in the proposal to merge the networks, since the two companies' station portfolios overlapped with one another in several major markets[8] than facing questionable futures as separate networks.

Executives from CBS and Time Warner announced on January 24, 2006,[9] that they would respectively shut down UPN and The WB, and combine resources to form a new broadcast network, to be known as The CW Television Network, that would – at the outset – feature programming from both of its predecessors-to-be as well as new content developed specifically for the new network.[10][11] CBS chairman Leslie Moonves[image: External link] explained that the name of the new network was formed from the first letters of CBS and Warner Bros, joking, "We couldn't call it the WC[image: External link] for obvious reasons." Although some executives reportedly disliked the new name, Moonves stated in March 2006[12] that there was "zero chance" the name would change, citing research claiming 48% of the target demographic were already aware of the CW name.

In May 2006, The CW announced that it would pick up a combined thirteen programs from its two predecessors to air as part of the network's inaugural fall schedule: seven series held over from The WB (7th Heaven, Beauty and the Geek[image: External link], Gilmore Girls[image: External link], One Tree Hill[image: External link], Reba[image: External link], Smallville[image: External link] and Supernatural[image: External link]) and six held over from UPN (America's Next Top Model[image: External link], Veronica Mars[image: External link], Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link], Girlfriends[image: External link], All of Us[image: External link] and WWE SmackDown[image: External link]). Upon the network's launch, The CW chose to use the scheduling model utilized by The WB due in part to the fact that it had a more extensive base programming schedule than UPN, allowing for a larger total of weekly programming hours for the new network to fill. (The WB carried 30 hours of programming each week because of its having a children's program block and a daytime lineup that UPN did not offer; UPN was primarily a prime time-only network with 12 weekly hours of network programming at the time of the network's shutdown).[13]
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 2006–2011: Beginnings




Like both UPN and The WB, The CW targets its programming towards younger audiences. CBS and Time Warner hoped that combining their networks' schedules and affiliate lineups would strengthen The CW into a fifth "major" broadcast network. One week before the network's official launch, on September 11, 2006, a new, full version of the network website, www.cwtv.com[image: External link], was launched[image: External link]; the website began to feature more in-depth information about The CW's shows.

The CW launched with a premiere special/launch party from the CBS[image: External link]-produced Entertainment Tonight[image: External link] at Warner Bros. Studios[image: External link] in Burbank[image: External link], California on September 18, 2006, after a repeat of the tenth-season finale of 7th Heaven;[14] the same schedule was repeated on September 19, with the sixth-season finale of Gilmore Girls airing in the second hour of prime time.[15] The network continued to air season finales from the previous season through the remainder of the first week, except for America's Next Top Model and WWE SmackDown, which respectively began their new seasons on September 20 and 22, with two-hour premieres. When Top Model made its network premiere on September 20, 2006, The CW scored a 3.4 rating/5 share (with hourly ratings of 3.1/5 and 3.6/6; The CW placed fifth overall) in the Nielsen household ratings. It scored a 2.6 rating among Adults 18–49, finishing fourth in that age demographic and beating the 2.2 rating earned by Fox on that night. The network's second week consisted of season and series premieres for all of its other series from September 25 to October 1, with the exception of Veronica Mars, which debuted its third season on October 3.[16]

Despite having several of the most popular programs carried over from UPN and The WB as part of its schedule, The CW – even though it experienced some success with newer programs that launched in subsequent seasons which became modest hits – largely struggled to gain an audience foothold throughout its first five years on the air. Because of declining viewership for the network during the 2007–08 season and effects from the Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the network announced on March 4, 2008, that it would eliminate its comedy department (dismissing executive vice president of comedy Kim Fleary, and senior vice president of comedy Steve Veisel), while also combining its drama and current programming departments into a single scripted programming unit. The corporate restructuring – which also included the elimination of certain positions, other newly opened positions being left unfilled, layoffs from the Kids' WB unit (as the block was set to be replaced by The CW4Kids[image: External link] on May 24), and the elimination and transfer of marketing positions at The CW Plus[image: External link] to the network's marketing department – resulted in the layoffs of around 25 to 30 employees.[17][18]

On May 9, 2008, The CW announced that it would lease its Sunday lineup (then running from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time[image: External link])[19][20] to production company Media Rights Capital (MRC). As Sundays have historically been a low-rated night for the network during its first two seasons on the air (due to stiff competition from CBS, ABC and Fox's strong Sunday lineups, and complicated further by NBC's acquisition of Sunday Night Football[image: External link] in September 2006, shortly before The CW debuted), the move allowed The CW to concentrate on its Monday through Saturday prime time schedule, while giving MRC the right to develop and schedule programs of its own choosing and reap advertising revenue generated by the lineup. The Sunday series that were scheduled – two reality series ( 4Real[image: External link] and In Harm's Way[image: External link]) and two scripted series (romantic dramedy Valentine[image: External link] and drama Easy Money[image: External link]) – performed poorly in the ratings (averaging only 1.04 million viewers[21]), prompting The CW to scrap its agreement with MRC and program Sunday nights on its own starting on November 30, 2008. With no first-run programming available to run on Sundays as a backup, the network added reruns of The Drew Carey Show[image: External link] and Jericho[image: External link], and movies to replace the MRC-produced programs.[22]

One of the shows carried over to the network from UPN, WWE Friday Night SmackDown[image: External link], ended its run on The CW after the September 26, 2008, episode due to negotiations ending between the WWE[image: External link] and The CW on renewing the program. Representatives for The CW later confirmed that it had chosen not to continue carrying SmackDown because the network had redefined its target audience as exclusively females 18 to 34 years old,[7] whereas Smackdown targeted a predominately male audience – although it continued to air some shows that targeted male viewers afterward, such as Smallville and Supernatural. Following Smackdown's move to MyNetworkTV[image: External link] that same season, the Fox[image: External link]-owned network (which launched the same month as The CW's debut, albeit two weeks earlier, on September 5, 2006) began beating The CW in the Friday ratings every week from that program's debut on the network, though The CW continued to beat MyNetworkTV overall.[23] SmackDown would eventually leave broadcast television altogether in October 2010, when the program moved to the Syfy[image: External link] cable channel before moving to USA Network[image: External link] in 2016 as part of WWE[image: External link]'s plan to consolidate all of its programming airing on NBCUniversal[image: External link] networks to USA Network.

The CW has generally struggled in the Nielsen ratings since its inception, primarily placing fifth in all statistics tabulated by Nielsen[image: External link] (total audience viewership and demographic ratings). On several occasions, The CW has even been outrated by Spanish language network Univision[image: External link]. This had led to speculation within the industry (including a May 16, 2008 article in The Wall Street Journal[image: External link][7]) that CBS, Time Warner or both companies could abandon the venture if ratings did not improve. However, The CW's fortunes were buoyed in the 2008–09 and 2009–10 television seasons thanks to increased ratings among females in the 18–34 demographic and the buzz that some of its newer series (such as Gossip Girl[image: External link], 90210[image: External link] and The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]) had generated with audiences. Executives with CBS Corporation and Time Warner also emphasized their commitment to the network.[24]

On May 5, 2009, The CW announced that it would give the five hours of network time on Sundays back to its affiliated stations that fall, effectively becoming a weeknight-only network in prime time, in addition to The CW Daytime and The CW4Kids blocks (the latter block, airing on Saturday mornings, would remain the only weekend programming supplied by the network).[25][26] This, in turn, resulted in the discontinuance of the Sunday late afternoon repeat block that The CW inherited from The WB (formerly branded by that network as "EasyView") through its use of the predecessor network's scheduling model. Subsequently, in mid-May, 65% of The CW's affiliates, including those carrying The CW Plus, signed agreements to continue to air the replacement MGM[image: External link] Showcase movie package on Sundays, which was offered as a traditional syndicated film package meant for The CW's former prime time slot on that night.[27]
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 2011–2012: New leadership




On April 28, 2011, Mark Pedowitz[image: External link] was appointed by the network to succeed original president of entertainment Dawn Ostroff[image: External link]; Pedowitz assumed broader responsibilities in The CW's business operations than Ostroff had, as the network's first president.[28] As president of entertainment, Ostroff oversaw entertainment operations while John Maatta, the network's chief operating officer, handled business affairs; both reported to a board composed of CBS and Warner Bros. executives. Maatta began reporting to Pedowitz as a result of the latter's appointment as network president.[28]

Pedowitz revealed that the core target demographic of the network would not change, though The CW would attempt to lure new viewers. Pedowitz began looking to bring comedies back to The CW after former president, Dawn Ostroff, publicly declared that the difficulty of developing comedies for its target demographic as the reason for their removal from the network following the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (with Everybody Hates Chris, and The Game[image: External link] – a spin-off of Girlfriends – becoming the last comedies to be cancelled).[29] The network also ordered more episodes of its original series and ran them consecutively through the first week of December, starting on September 12, without repeats.[30] In July 2012, Pedowitz no longer referred to the target demographic of The CW as women 18-34, but rather that it would now be an "18-34 adult network".[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2012–present: Breakthrough




The CW began to experience more success with the introduction of action-superhero series Arrow (based on DC Comics' Green Arrow franchise), which received favorable reviews from critics and became a hit with audiences when it premiered in September 2012. As evidence of the network's refocusing toward a more inclusive audience, Arrow not only premiered to some of the highest viewership totals in the network's history (the third highest overall as of 2015, behind the series premieres of The Vampire Diaries and The Flash), it also gave the network its strongest performance in the demographic of males 18-34 since Smallville ended its run in May 2011. Around this time, the network introduced an image campaign under the "TV Now" slogan, in part to emphasize the availability of CW content across television, computer and mobile platforms.[31]

The CW continued to build momentum in subsequent seasons. The network finally found success with its summer programming in 2013, with the revival of the U.S. version of the improv comedy series Whose Line Is It Anyway?[image: External link], which later became part of the network's fall-to-spring schedule; this was subsequently followed in 2014 by the strong performance of midseason[image: External link] sci-fi drama The 100[image: External link]. On November 21, 2013, The CW beat NBC for the first time in the key demographic of Adults 18-49 for a single calendar night.[32]

On April 28, 2014, CBS and The CW announced that they would begin jointly coordinating advertising sales.[33] The two networks will continue to set pricing for commercials independently of one another, but the sales teams now coordinate and share resources in research and other areas to develop strategies that bring value to advertising. Rob Tuck, executive vice president of sales for The CW, would continue to report to Mark Pedowitz, but with added direction from CBS' president of sales, Jo Ann Ross.

On October 14, 2014, The CW announced that John Maatta would step down as its executive vice president.[34] Maatta is the longest serving executive of The CW, having transitioned from his post as Chief Operating Officer at The WB; Maatta also holds the distinction of being the first employee hired by The WB, after that network's co-founder Jamie Kellner[image: External link]. Company-wide cutbacks at Time Warner resulted in the Warner Bros. Entertainment division instituting several layoffs and the elimination of executive positions at The CW in November 2014. One of these positions belonged to senior vice president of alternative programming Kristen Connolly Vadas,[35] one of two alternative programming executives at The CW, who had been in charge of the network's unscripted projects since 2008.

The 2014–15 season saw the premieres of three critically acclaimed shows that also earned strong ratings: Arrow spin-off The Flash, the freshman comedy-drama Jane the Virgin[image: External link] (loosely adapted from the Venezuelan telenovela Juana la Virgen[image: External link]), and freshman offbeat crime dramedy iZombie[image: External link] (a loose adaptation based on DC's Vertigo[image: External link] comic book series of the same name[image: External link]). The Flash surpassed The Vampire Dairies as the highest-rated premiere in the network's history and became the most watched show on the network. Jane the Virgin, meanwhile, earned some of the highest critical praise of any series during the 2014–15 television season, and during its first season, became the first CW series ever to have been nominated for and win a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] (with lead actress Gina Rodriguez[image: External link] winning the Golden Globe for "Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series"). iZombie, which premiered as a mid-season replacement[image: External link], earned both strong ratings (at one point becoming the third highest-rated show on The CW) and critical acclaim. Overall, the network ended the 2014–15 season posting its highest average total viewership in a single television season since 2007–08 with 2.15 million viewers, a 12% increase in total viewership year-to-year; The CW also posted its highest seasonal demographic ratings among males ages 18–49 with a 0.8 share.[36] The network's Summer 2015 schedule also saw the debut of Significant Mother[image: External link], the first original half-hour sitcom to air on The CW since 2009 (other scripted half-hour comedies have aired on the network since that time, consisting of imported series acquired by The CW through distribution deals with Canadian and British producers).

The 2015–16 season saw two shows that receive similar success: the freshman musical comedy-drama Crazy Ex-Girlfriend[image: External link] and the Arrow/Flash spin-off DC's Legends of Tomorrow. Crazy Ex-Girlfriend became one of the most critically acclaimed shows of the season and became the second show on the network to be nominated and win a Golden Globe Award (with actress Rachel Bloom[image: External link] win a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series); DC's Legends of Tomorrow, meanwhile, earned high ratings for the network and became the most watched show on the network's Thursday night block in two years. On the other hand, Containment[image: External link] was cancelled following mixed reviews and falling ratings (although the series had been promoted as being a limited series).[37]

The 2016–17 season saw mixed fortunes with CBS transplant Supergirl providing a boost to the lineup, while freshmen series Frequency[image: External link] and No Tomorrow[image: External link] failed to live up to ratings expectations and were canceled.[38][39] Critically acclaimed freshman series Riverdale[image: External link] fared better, securing a renewal despite modest ratings.[40]
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 Programming




Main article: List of programs broadcast by The CW[image: External link]


As of September 2015, The CW currently provides 20 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week, over the course of six days. The network provides ten hours of prime time programming to its owned-and-operated and affiliated stations on Monday through Fridays from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. Outside of prime time, an hour of daytime programming is also offered Monday through Fridays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. in all time zones, in the form of talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] (though a few affiliates – such as WPIX[image: External link] in New York City, WPWR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago, KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link]-Fort Worth[image: External link], KPXJ[image: External link] in Shreveport[image: External link] and WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] – carry the show earlier in the afternoon); while weekend programming consists solely of a five-hour educational programming[image: External link] block called "One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]" (which airs as part of the CW schedule through a time-lease agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link]) on Saturday mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in all time zones.

The weekday daytime hour provided by the network and the Litton-produced Saturday morning block (the latter of which is subject to scheduling variances similar to the weekday hour in some markets, such as in Atlanta[image: External link] and San Diego[image: External link]) are designed to be tape delayed[image: External link] and are therefore recommended to air in the same time slot in all time zones, though both are broadcast one hour earlier on affiliates of The CW Plus in the Central[image: External link], Mountain[image: External link] and Alaska Time Zones[image: External link]. In Guam[image: External link], CW Plus affiliate KTKB-LD[image: External link] in Hagåtña[image: External link] airs the CW schedule day and date on a one-day tape delay from its initial broadcast because of the time difference between Guam and the continental United States[image: External link] as the island is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link]. As of 2017, Supernatural (which originally aired on The WB) is the only CW series carried over from either of the network's respective predecessors that continues to be broadcast on the network.

The CW formerly aired short segments during commercial breaks within certain episodes of its programs known as "Content Wraps" – a play on the network's name – in order to advertise one company's product during part or the entirety of a commercial break. The entertainment magazine series CW Now[image: External link] was inspired in part by the success of the Content Wraps as it was intended to be a series with product placement[image: External link];[41] the program was cancelled in 2008, after a single 23-episode season. For the 2006–07 season, The CW reached an agreement with American Eagle Outfitters[image: External link] to incorporate tie-ins with the company's aerie[image: External link] clothing line as part of the Content Wrap concept within the network's Tuesday night schedule, which included subjects in the commercials commenting on plot points in each of the shows.[42] The agreement was cut down to regular advertising in February 2007, after a fan backlash by viewers of both shows and general criticism of the campaign.[43]
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Kids' WB[image: External link], Toonzai[image: External link], Vortexx[image: External link], and One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]


On September 23, 2006, the Kids' WB[image: External link] children's programming block – which originated on The WB in September 1995 and continued to be produced by Warner Bros. Television[image: External link] – was carried over to The CW as part of its inaugural programming lineup; although the network on which it originated ceased operations the week before, the "Kids' WB" branding was retained for the block. On October 2, 2007, through a joint decision between corporate parents Warner Bros. Television and CBS Corporation, The CW announced that it would discontinue the Kids' WB block due to competition from cable channels aimed at the demographic (such as Cartoon Network[image: External link], which carried many series shared with the block and vice versa, Nickelodeon[image: External link] and Disney Channel[image: External link]), as well as the effects of children's advertising limits, and would sell the programming rights to the network's Saturday morning block to 4Kids Entertainment[image: External link] (which at the time of the announcement, had produced a competing children's programming block, 4Kids TV[image: External link], for Fox[image: External link]).[44] Kids' WB ended its run on May 17, 2008 (though some CW affiliates that delayed the block to Sundays, such as Atlanta[image: External link] O&O WUPA[image: External link], aired the block for the last time on May 18).

The following week on May 24, 2008, 4Kids took over responsibility for The CW's Saturday morning children's lineup, with the debut of a new block called The CW4Kids[image: External link]. The block's lineup initially consisted mostly of programs carried over from Kids' WB, before eventually adding 4Kids-produced shows such as Chaotic[image: External link] as well as new seasons of Yu-Gi-Oh![image: External link] and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link].[45] The block was rebranded into Toonzai[image: External link] on August 14, 2010 (though The CW4Kids name was retained as a sub-brand to fulfill branding obligations that the network had to comply with per 4Kids Entertainment's contract to lease The CW's Saturday morning timeslots); Toonzai ended its run on August 18, 2012.

On July 3, 2012, Saban Brands[image: External link] and Kidsco Media Ventures, affiliates of Saban Capital Group[image: External link], entered into an agreement to program the five-hour Saturday morning time slot with a new action-adventure and comedy programming block for The CW.[46][47] TheCW4Kids/Toonzai was replaced by Vortexx[image: External link] on August 25, 2012, featuring programs such as Power Rangers Lost Galaxy[image: External link] and WWE Saturday Morning Slam[image: External link], the latter of which marked the return of WWE programming to the network since WWE Smackdown moved to MyNetworkTV in 2008.[48]

On June 5, 2014, The CW announced an agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link] to program a block of live-action series designed to comply with the FCC's educational programming[image: External link] guidelines. Vortexx (which was the last remaining non-educational children's block on the major U.S. broadcast networks) was replaced by One Magnificent Morning[image: External link] on October 4, 2014, effectively ending forever the nearly 60-year history of cartoons on Saturday morning television.[49][50] The block features a mix of wildlife and lifestyle-themed programs, similar in vein to those featured on the Litton-produced blocks aired by ABC[image: External link] and CW sister network CBS[image: External link] (one of its initial programs, Expedition Wild, was moved over to "One Magnificent Morning" from the ABC block; while one of the CW block's early entries, Rock the Park, moved to "Litton's Weekend Adventure" after one season).[51][52] On January 7, 2016, The CW and Litton announced a five-year renewal for the block, extending it through the 2020–21 broadcast season.[53]
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 Differences between The CW and the "Big Four" networks
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 Network programming and scheduling




The CW airs its prime time programming for only two hours on Monday through Friday evenings, compared to the three hours on Monday through Saturdays and four hours on Sunday nights programmed by the three longest-established networks, ABC, CBS and NBC. This "common prime" scheduling (which was originated by Fox when it launched its prime time schedule in April 1987, and later adopted by CW predecessors The WB and UPN when they launched in January 1995) allows the option for affiliates to air either a local newscast, syndicated programming or both during the 10:00–11:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific Time) time period. As with The WB and UPN, The CW does not run network programming on Saturday nights – even though it maintains a syndicated children's program block on Saturday mornings – allowing affiliates to run syndicated programs, sports, movies or network programs that were preempted from earlier in the week because of special programming carried by the station, in the 8:00–10:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific) time period (MyNetworkTV also does not carry any weekend prime time programming, having turned network time on Saturday evenings over to its affiliates in March 2007[54]).

The CW is also tied with NBC (if its morning news program Today[image: External link] is not counted) for the fewest daytime hours programmed by any of the major broadcast networks, running only one hour of programming each weekday afternoon (compared to 4 1⁄2 daytime hours on CBS and three hours on ABC). The CW, unlike the "Big Four" broadcast networks, also does not air any national newscasts[image: External link], network-supplied sports or late-night programming[image: External link].

Because of these factors, The CW's affiliates handle the responsibility of programming non-network time periods, with the majority of its stations filling those slots mainly with syndicated programming. However, some of the network's affiliates broadcast their own local news and/or sports programs (either produced by the station itself or through outsourcing agreements with an affiliate of another network). Many affiliates also carry telecasts of basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link] and in some cases, other collegiate sporting events (such as baseball[image: External link] or hockey[image: External link]) that are produced by syndicators such as American Sports Network[image: External link] and Raycom Sports[image: External link], while a few (mainly those owned by Tribune Broadcasting, such as former Chicago affiliate WGN-TV) carry games from local teams of major professional sports leagues such as Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link].
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 Affiliate distribution




Like its predecessors UPN and by technicality, The WB (as none of Tribune Broadcasting's WB stations were considered to be O&Os since Time Warner held majority ownership of that network), The CW does not have owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] in any of the three largest U.S. television markets – New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago. The network's largest owned-and-operated station is CBS-owned WPSG[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], which also became UPN's largest O&O after Chris-Craft Industries (which sold most of its UPN stations, including its affiliates in New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link], to Fox Television Stations[image: External link] in 2001[55]) had its ownership stake in that network acquired by Viacom in March 2000[56][57] (neither UPN nor the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] had an O&O in Chicago at all; a similar situation arose with DuMont's O&O in Los Angeles, present-day CW affiliate KTLA[image: External link] – which had disaffiliated from the network in 1948 shortly after the FCC ruled that it and WDTV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (now KDKA-TV[image: External link], a CW corporate cousin through CBS Corporation), to be O&Os through their then-owner Paramount Pictures[image: External link]' voting stock interest in DuMont).

Because Tribune Broadcasting does not maintain an ownership stake in The CW, its stations in the two respective top markets (WPIX and KTLA) are actually affiliates[image: External link] of the network; CBS Corporation owns secondary stations – both independents[image: External link] – in two of the three markets, KCAL-TV[image: External link] in Los Angeles and WLNY-TV[image: External link] in the New York City market (however, while KCAL was owned by CBS at the network's launch, WLNY was not acquired by CBS until 2011; neither station carries CW programming, though, because of the network's affiliation deals with Tribune-owned stations in those markets, and in the latter case, WLNY's over-the-air signal does not serve the entire New York City market – resulting in most residents in the metropolitan area receiving the station mainly through cable or satellite – due to being licensed to the Long Island[image: External link] community of Riverhead[image: External link], restricting its transmitter from being located more than 15 miles (24 km) from its city of license[image: External link] under FCC[image: External link] regulations). Unlike with The WB and UPN (the latter network's founding owners, Chris-Craft and Viacom, both had their own station groups that formed UPN's core stations at its launch), only one of The CW's co-owners – CBS Corporation – maintains ownership of the network's owned-and-operated stations (Time Warner does not have a station group of its own, although its Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] division does own Atlanta independent station WPCH-TV[image: External link], which does not carry CW programming because of the network's affiliation with CBS-owned WUPA).
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 Digital multicasting and cable television




Unlike the other major networks, The CW distributes its programming in small and certain mid-sized markets throughout the United States (generally those ranked among the bottom 110 Nielsen[image: External link] media markets[image: External link]) through The CW Plus[image: External link], a separate national feed that is carried on a mixture of full-power and low-power stations[image: External link] in some markets, and cable-only outlets and digital subchannel[image: External link] affiliations on major network stations in markets that do not have enough commercial stations to support a standalone CW affiliate (several of The CW Plus's digital subchannel outlets originally operated as cable-only affiliates at the network's launch). The service offers its own master schedule of syndicated and brokered programming[image: External link] acquired by the network (including some feature films and infomercials[image: External link]) during non-network programming hours, although some CW Plus affiliates may also run local newscasts produced by a major network affiliate.

CW predecessor The WB previously had two cable-only affiliate outlets: WGN America[image: External link], the national superstation[image: External link] feed of WGN-TV at the time, from January 1995 to October 1999[58][59] and network-operated The WB 100+ Station Group[image: External link] (the direct predecessor to The CW Plus), which was formed in September 1998 and had several of its cable-only outlets join The CW Plus at the CW network's launch. Not all of the network's cable-only affiliates were CW Plus outlets, WT05[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] offered its own schedule of syndicated programs during non-network hours that was programmed by its then-owner Block Communications[image: External link], which also operates that market's major cable provider Buckeye CableSystem[image: External link] (WT05 now exists as "CW13," having been converted into a digital subchannel of Gray Television[image: External link]-owned ABC affiliate WTVG[image: External link] in October 2014). Though The CW is the only network with a station group that includes cable-only outlets, it is actually one of only three networks that have had cable-only stations within its affiliate body (MyNetworkTV currently has WNFM-TV[image: External link] in Fort Myers, Florida[image: External link], while ABC formerly had a cable-only affiliate in Winchester, Virginia[image: External link]-based TV3 Winchester[image: External link] until Gray shut the channel down in December 2013).
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 News programming




The CW does not produce any national news content, while the majority of its affiliates do not have their own news operations. As of April 2017, the network currently has only seven affiliates that produce their own local news programming, most of which were carry-overs from previous affiliations: WPIX in New York City and KTLA in Los Angeles started their news departments as independent stations and/or during early affiliations with other networks including DuMont; WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link][60] started its news operation as a Fox affiliate; WISH-TV[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link][61] (which became a CW affiliate on January 1, 2015) started its news operation as an ABC affiliate before affiliating with CBS in 1956; and KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link], KIAH[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] and WSFL-TV[image: External link] in Miami use non-traditional formats (in the form of a newsreel[image: External link]-style program known as NewsFix). KTLA has the largest number of weekly hours devoted to local news programming of any CW affiliate with 66½ hours each week.

Four other CW-affiliated stations maintained in-house news operations, but have since disaffiliated from the network or discontinued in-house production:


	WGN-TV in Chicago has maintained a news department since it launched as a CBS affiliate in 1948; the station – which, along with sister stations KTLA and WPIX, transitioned into a news-intensive outlet during its tenure with The CW – retains a news-heavy format after disaffiliating from the network in September 2016;

	Under Tribune Broadcasting ownership, WLVI[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link] produced an in-house 10:00 p.m. newscast, which was replaced in December 2006 with one produced by then-NBC affiliate (now independent) WHDH[image: External link], after Tribune sold WLVI to that station's longtime owner Sunbeam Television[image: External link];

	
XETV-TDT[image: External link] in Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico (serving the San Diego[image: External link] market) retained the news department it launched in 1999 as a Fox affiliate when it joined The CW in August 2008; XETV's news department shut down on March 31, 2017, following the earlier announcement that the CW affiliation in San Diego would move to a subchannel of CBS affiliate KFMB-TV[image: External link];[62]


	In April 2012, KCWI-TV[image: External link] in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link] broadcast a morning news and talk program, which transitioned from an in-house production to a production of ABC affiliate WOI-DT[image: External link] on April 11, 2016, as a result of Nexstar Broadcasting's acquisition of KCWI.[63]




News programming on CW affiliates – if the station carries any – is often outsourced to another major network affiliate in the market, especially if they are operated as part of a duopoly[image: External link] or management agreement[image: External link], such as Tribune's respective CW-Fox duopolies of KWGN-TV[image: External link]/ KDVR[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link] and KPLR-TV[image: External link]/ KTVI[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link] (the Fox stations in both duopolies – KDVR and KTVI – were formerly owned by Local TV[image: External link], with Tribune-owned KWGN and KPLR respectively consolidating with those stations through local marketing agreements formed as part of a wider partnership involving Local TV, which Tribune bought outright in 2013);[64] Evansville[image: External link], Indiana affiliate WTVW[image: External link] (which joined The CW in January 2013) and ABC affiliate WEHT[image: External link] (a virtual duopoly formed through Nexstar Broadcasting Group[image: External link]'s 2011 purchase of WEHT and trade of WTVW to partner group Mission Broadcasting[image: External link]);[65] and the CW-CBS O&O duopoly of KMAX-TV[image: External link]/ KOVR[image: External link] in Sacramento[image: External link] (the former of which has produced a morning newscast since it was a UPN station, and – despite the two becoming a duopoly in 2005 – has remained separate from a competing program on KOVR, which produces a late-evening newscast for KMAX).

The scheduling of news programming on The CW's affiliates often mirrors that of Fox stations, with morning newscasts (designed to compete with the national morning shows on ABC, CBS and NBC within the 7:00–9:00 a.m. timeslot; in duopolies, these are typically an extension of a sister station's morning newscast) and a prime time newscast within the 10:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific (9:00–10:00 p.m. Central/Mountain) time slot. Rarely (but more common on the few major-market CW affiliates with in-house news departments), they may also include midday and/or early evening newscasts.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of The CW Television Network affiliates (table)[image: External link], List of The CW Television Network affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], The CW Plus[image: External link], and CBS Television Stations[image: External link]


As of March 2015, The CW has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 201 additional television stations encompassing 46 states, the District of Columbia and three U.S. possessions.[66][67][68] Counting only conventional CW affiliates and over-the-air affiliates of The CW Plus, the network has a combined national reach of 98.83% of all households in the United States (or 308,824,309 Americans with at least one television set); this makes The CW the largest U.S. broadcast network by population reach percentage. As of January 2016, four U.S. states (Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Vermont) lack a locally licensed CW affiliate, largely due to a lack of a need for a local affiliate as those states are located within the broadcast ranges of stations in nearby states. Delaware is served by Philadelphia O&O WPSG and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT-DT2[image: External link], while New Hampshire and Vermont are each served by four CW stations based in surrounding states (including Boston affiliate WLVI[image: External link]). New Jersey is served by WPSG and New York City affiliate WPIX.

As a newer broadcast network, The CW maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog[image: External link] or digital[image: External link]) in a few markets, such as Reno, Nevada[image: External link] ( KRNS-CD[image: External link]) and Boise, Idaho[image: External link] ( KYUU-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including both of those mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station. The CW also maintains a sizeable number of subchannel-only affiliations, the majority of which are with stations in cities located outside of the 50 largest Nielsen-designated markets and receive the network's programming via The CW Plus; the largest subchannel-only CW affiliate by market size, as of May 31, 2017, is KFMB-TV DT2[image: External link] in San Diego, California[image: External link].

Currently, the Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of CW stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 24 CW-affiliated stations, nine subchannel-only affiliates and one cable-only affiliate, covering 17% of all U.S. television markets; Tribune Broadcasting is the largest operator of CW stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to thirteen CW stations (including its three largest affiliates in New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago), covering 28% of the U.S.[69]
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 Overview




On the day of the network launch announcement, The CW immediately announced it had reached ten-year affiliation agreements with Tribune Broadcasting and CBS Television Stations. Tribune originally committed 16 stations that were previously affiliated with The WB (including its flagship[image: External link] broadcast stations WGN-TV in Chicago, KTLA in Los Angeles and WPIX in New York City; another committed station, KSWB-TV[image: External link] in San Diego[image: External link], joined Fox in August 2008, and two others, WLVI-TV[image: External link] in Boston and WCWN[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link] were respectively sold by Tribune to Sunbeam Television and Freedom Communications[image: External link] shortly after the network launched), while CBS committed 11 of its UPN stations (including WKBD[image: External link] in Detroit, WPSG in Philadelphia, KBHK-TV (now KBCW[image: External link]) in San Francisco and WUPA in Atlanta). These stations combined to reach 48% of all television households in the United States. Both companies also owned several UPN and WB-affiliated stations that did not join The CW in overlapping markets (such as Seattle[image: External link], Philadelphia and Dallas[image: External link]). As part of its affiliation agreement with the network, the Tribune Company agreed to divest its ownership interest in The WB (a move it made partly to avoid shouldering shutdown costs for The WB)[70] and did not acquire an equity stake in The CW.

The network stated that it would eventually reach 95% of all U.S. television households. In markets where separate affiliates of both UPN and The WB operated, only one station became a CW affiliate. Executives were on record as preferring the "strongest" stations among The WB and UPN's existing affiliates. As one example, the new network's first affiliate outside the core group of Tribune and CBS-owned stations, WJZY[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] (which was later acquired by Fox Television Stations and converted into a Fox O&O in July 2013), was tied with Atlanta O&O WUPA as UPN's fifth highest-rated station. In most cases, it was obvious where the new network would affiliate; there were only a few markets (such as Philadelphia, Miami–Fort Lauderdale[image: External link], Boston, Charlotte and Atlanta) where the WB and UPN affiliates were both relatively strong in terms of local overall viewership. For example, one of the earliest affiliates to be announced outside the core group, WKCF[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], had not only been The WB's highest-rated affiliate for the virtual entirety of that network's run, but had also been the fourth highest-rated television station in Central Florida[image: External link].

Nearly all of The CW's affiliates were formerly affiliated with UPN or The WB, with very few having been independent stations or affiliates of other networks prior to joining the network; a notable exception was Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KVCW[image: External link], which had been a fairly successful independent before joining The CW. Although it was generally understood that The CW was a merger of UPN and The WB, the new network's creation was not structured as a merger in the legal sense. Rather, it was one new network launching at the same time that two others shut down, although it did assume certain programming content, operations and management from its predecessors. As such, The CW was not obligated by existing affiliations with The WB and UPN; it had to negotiate from scratch with individual stations. As a result, in several markets, the CW affiliation is on a local station different from either the former WB and UPN stations (for example, the CW affiliation in Las Vegas ended up on KVCW, instead of former WB affiliate KVMY[image: External link] or now-defunct former UPN affiliate KTUD-CA[image: External link]). The network has also affiliated with some digital subchannels[image: External link], usually those launched by a local Big Four[image: External link] affiliate as a new service, in several other markets – especially if fewer than six commercial television stations existed at the time of affiliation, requiring The CW to carry its programming on a subchannel by default (for example, The CW opted to affiliate with a subchannel of WKRC-TV in Cincinnati – which has only five commercial full-power stations – instead of former WB affiliate WSTR-TV[image: External link], which instead became an affiliate of MyNetworkTV).

Because of the availability of "instant duopoly" digital subchannels that will likely be easily available on cable and satellite, and the overall lack of a need to settle for a secondary affiliation with shows aired in problematic timeslots that would subject the timeshifted programs to lower average viewership in certain markets, both The CW and MyNetworkTV launched with far greater national coverage than that enjoyed by UPN and The WB when they both launched in January 1995. UPN, for several years, had affiliation gaps in the top 30 markets, and by 2005 managed to cover only 86% of the country. This resulted in secondary affiliations with other networks and the resulting diluted ratings when programs were shown out of their intended timeslots, or the lack of the program airing at all (a problem experienced by many fans of the Star Trek[image: External link] franchise with Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link] and Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link]).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Launch repercussions




Further information: 2006 United States broadcast TV realignment[image: External link]


The announcement of The CW caused the largest single shakeup in U.S. broadcast television since the affiliation alliance between Fox and New World Communications[image: External link] in 1994 (as well as a separate alliance with Burnham Broadcasting that began a year later) and the subsequent launches of UPN and The WB the following year. While The CW's debut affected more markets, it likely did not cause the same degree of viewer confusion, as no affiliates of the four major networks dropped those affiliations to join The CW (some "Big Four" affiliations did change at this time, but for unrelated reasons). The WB and UPN were the first major television networks to shut down since the collapse of the DuMont Television Network in August 1955, although other small broadcast television networks have also ceased operations over the years.

It became clear that Fox Television Stations, which purchased several UPN-affiliated stations from that network's former co-owner Chris-Craft Industries in 2002, would be affected. Its UPN affiliates in five major markets (New York City[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Houston[image: External link]) did not receive affiliations with The CW, due to the agreement with Tribune, and Fox made it clear it would not even seek carriage of the network for its UPN stations in four other markets. All network logos and references were quickly removed from Fox's UPN stations. Shortly thereafter, Fox parent News Corporation[image: External link] (which spun off its American media and entertainment properties into 21st Century Fox[image: External link] as part of the company's July 2013 corporate separation) announced that it would launch MyNetworkTV, a programming service meant to fill the two nightly prime time hours that UPN would vacate on the network's Fox-owned affiliates after The CW launched. Fox also offered the service to stations owned by other broadcasting groups.[71][72][73]

In markets where The WB and UPN were carried on separate stations, one of the two local outlets was left out in the merger; most of the stations that did not join The CW had signed affiliation agreements with MyNetworkTV instead, while others elected to become independent stations. Some stations (mainly digital subchannels, some cable channels that were formerly part of The WB 100+ Station Group, and struggling low-power stations) which did not affiliate with either network opted instead to shut down permanently.
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 Affiliate issues
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 Problems with Time Warner Cable




Some Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers around the country were unable to watch CW programming when the network debuted, as stations in several markets were not able to reach carriage deals with the provider to distribute the local affiliates. In markets like Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina; El Paso[image: External link], Texas; Honolulu[image: External link], Hawaii; Palm Springs[image: External link], California; Beaumont[image: External link]; Waco[image: External link] and Corpus Christi[image: External link], Texas, where The CW is broadcast on a digital subchannel of one of the market's major network affiliates, there were unsuccessful attempts in getting Time Warner Cable to carry the subchannel affiliates[74] (CW co-parent Time Warner had owned Time Warner Cable until it spun off[image: External link] the provider into a separate company in 2009).

Some affiliates eventually signed carriage deals with Time Warner Cable, but not all of the CW affiliates received carriage on the provider's basic cable tiers (for example, Syracuse, New York[image: External link] affiliate WSTQ-LP[image: External link] can only be viewed on digital cable[image: External link] channel 266 in the Ithaca[image: External link] market).[75] Currently, the largest market without a known affiliate is the Johnstown[image: External link]– Altoona[image: External link] market, whose closest CW station is CBS-owned WPCW-TV[image: External link]/ Pittsburgh[image: External link], which is carried on TWC's Johnstown and Altoona area systems; WPCW was originally targeted to serve that area before it refocused its programming toward the Pittsburgh market in the late 1990s.

On February 2, 2007, Beaumont, Texas[image: External link] CBS station KFDM[image: External link] made its CW-affiliated subchannel available to Time Warner Cable customers in the market on channel 10. On April 20, 2007, ABC affiliate KVIA-TV[image: External link] in El Paso, Texas began broadcasting its CW-affiliated subchannel on Time Warner Cable channel 13.[76] On April 21, 2007, KCWQ-LP[image: External link] made its broadcast debut on channel 5 on Time Warner Cable in the Palm Springs area.[77]
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 Pappas Telecasting bankruptcy




One of the network's major affiliate groups, Pappas Telecasting Companies[image: External link], filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link] for thirteen of its television stations on May 10, 2008. Within the petition, Pappas specifically cited the network's low ratings and lackluster performance as one of many complications that had forced it to make the filing.[78] Several of the stations have since been sold either in business transactions with representatives involved in Pappas's bankruptcy proceedings or via station auction processes as the company winds down operations.

Although Pappas had originally stated that none of its stations would be affected at all by the closing, two stations owned by the company that were formerly affiliated with The CW have ceased operations. On May 29, 2008, Yakima, Washington[image: External link] affiliate KCWK[image: External link] (which served the south-central portion of that state) shut down and the station's offices were closed, leaving that area without locally based CW programming and forcing cable and satellite providers to carry Los Angeles affiliate KTLA in order to provide the network's programming to their subscribers. The situation was resolved in April 2009, when Fisher Communications[image: External link] announced that its CBS affiliates in the area, KIMA-TV[image: External link] and satellite station KEPR-TV[image: External link], would carry the network through digital subchannel affiliations.

Subsequently, WLGA[image: External link] in Columbus, Georgia[image: External link] lost its CW affiliation in April 2009 to a subchannel of NBC affiliate WLTZ[image: External link] because of the network's concerns about Pappas' financial state;[79] WLGA ultimately ceased operations in June 2010 as it was unable to compete in the market as an independent station; it later resumed operations in August 2012, as an affiliate of WeatherNation TV[image: External link] (it is now an Antenna TV[image: External link] affiliate).
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 Marianas Media bankruptcy




Marianas Media signed on KTKB-LD in Hagåtña, Guam[image: External link] as a CW affiliate on April 20, 2009, becoming the U.S. territory's fifth commercial television outlet. However, competition from other stations in the island combined with financial problems at Marianas, which was running the station under a local marketing agreement with the troubled KM Communications Inc.[image: External link],[80] forced the station off the air on March 31, 2011. The station resumed operations the following year.
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 Tribune's relations with The CW and their de-emphasis of the network's brand




While Tribune Media[image: External link] has solid affiliation deals with The CW on several of its stations, it also maintains a strong affiliation alliance with Fox. But with new management and ownership taking over Tribune in 2008, it was apparent that the company would switch one of its CW-affiliated stations to Fox (at least those in markets without a Fox owned-and-operated station or a former O&O that was acquired by Local TV, which Tribune later acquired in 2013[81]), adding to more questions surrounding The CW's future. In a March 2008 seminar by Tribune's then-chairman and CEO Sam Zell[image: External link], it was revealed that the company's San Diego outlet KSWB-TV would switch its affiliation from The CW to Fox that August, with KSWB assuming the Fox affiliation from XETV-TV[image: External link], which had been a Fox charter affiliate since that network's October 1986 inception. XETV (which is licensed to Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico under the ownership of Grupo Televisa[image: External link] but whose U.S. operations are programmed by Bay City Television[image: External link]) was not informed of Zell's deal until it was made public.[82]

After the news broke, XETV planned on suing to prevent the switch on the grounds that it would violate an affiliation contract that XETV had with Fox that was not set to expire until 2010. However, on July 2, 2008, XETV announced that it would join The CW on August 1 (the same day that KSWB became a Fox affiliate) and rebrand as "San Diego 6".[83] Though twelve of Tribune's thirteen other CW-affiliated stations have remained with the network, all of them began to de-emphasize the network from their branding (e.g., "CW 11") in favor of one with a stronger local identity. On-air branding that excised the CW name began being implemented by the stations in July 2008, either on-air (in the case of KWGN-TV) or through their websites (as part of a redesign for all of the Tribune stations' websites).[84] Some of these stations eventually began reincorporating the CW branding starting in 2011, such as KDAF/Dallas, KIAH/Houston and KRCW-TV[image: External link]/Portland, Oregon[image: External link].

Tribune Company president and CEO Peter Liguori[image: External link] said in a May 2014 discussion at the MoffettNathanson Media & Communications Summit that he was "not pleased with where the CW is [in regards to its ratings performance]," stating that the network "should not program to [young] people who don't watch [conventional] television." Liguori also stated that he would consider collaborating with the network in regards to improving its programming slate, possibly by incorporating programs from the company's Tribune Studios unit (a production division which launched shortly after Liguori was appointed president of Tribune in November 2013) onto the network, as well as having Tribune play a larger role in The CW's management.[85]

Speaking at Goldman Sachs[image: External link]' 23rd Annual Communacopia Conference in September 2014, Les Moonves acknowledged that Tribune had been looking for more input in how the network is programmed and noted that Liguori is a former programmer (having previously served in executive roles at Fox, FX[image: External link] and Discovery Communications[image: External link]), saying that "[Liguori] would like to participate. He has some good ideas. He's part of our team. Will there be some change in how the CW is structured going forward? I don't know." Moonves went on to reiterate that Tribune is "a very important part of [CBS'] future" (considering that Tribune had recently acquired the CBS affiliation for its Indianapolis station and then-CW affiliate WTTV[image: External link], following disagreements between CBS and longtime affiliate WISH-TV, which would eventually take over the CW affiliation in January 2015, over reverse compensation[image: External link] demands by the network).[86]

In an October 2014 interview with Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link], Liguori appeared to reverse course on his previous statements and spoke of Tribune's support of the network. Liguori said in a statement, "We are very encouraged by the recent uptick in The CW['s] ratings and the positive critical response to the new primetime lineup. In particular, [CW CEO Mark Pedowitz] has put in place a programming strategy that will help the network appeal to a wider, more inclusive audience, which is important for our stations across the country. We were glad to support the launch of the new shows through editorial and promotional initiatives, and we look forward to more continued collaboration to build upon this momentum."[87]

In January 2016, The CW and Tribune began negotiations on a new affiliation deal, as the original 10-year agreement signed at the network's inception was approaching its end. Complicating matters was the desire by The CW's parent companies, CBS and Warner Bros., to stream the network's programming as a standalone pay OTT[image: External link] service. The impasse in negotiations resulted in a months-long standoff between the two groups.[88]

On May 23, 2016, The CW and Tribune announced they had come to a new affiliation agreement. As part of the deal, Tribune's Chicago flagship WGN-TV[image: External link] would leave the network and revert to being an independent station after nearly 21 years of being affiliated with The CW and its predecessor network, The WB. A major factor in this decision is WGN-TV's large use of local sports programming, which led to many pre-emptions of the CW while WGN-TV has had to move as many as 30 games a year to another local station in Chicago.[89] The CW affiliation moved to WPWR-TV[image: External link], a Fox Television Stations[image: External link]-owned MyNetworkTV[image: External link] station.[90]
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 Roberts Broadcasting bankruptcy




Roberts Broadcasting[image: External link] filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] on October 7, 2011; the company cited the loss of the UPN affiliations on its stations in St. Louis ( WRBU[image: External link]), Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link] ( WZRB[image: External link]) and Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] ( WRBJ-TV[image: External link]) when that network shut down in favor of The CW in 2006, as much of UPN's programming consisted of minority-targeted programs that Roberts felt were compatible with their stations' target audiences (though the stations have since recovered from this setback; additionally, its station in Evansville, Indiana[image: External link], WAZE-TV[image: External link], had instead affiliated with The WB prior to 2006, as it was owned by South Central Communications[image: External link] until February 2007). The company had also been hit with lawsuits from Warner Bros. Television, Twentieth Television[image: External link] and CBS Television Distribution[image: External link] over its failure to pay fees for syndicated programming; Roberts eventually settled with Twentieth but lost the Warner Bros. and CBS cases.[91][92]

On March 24, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) canceled WAZE's license for Roberts' failure to construct its digital transmitter facilities.[93] However, the station continued to broadcast via its three-station analog translator[image: External link] network.

On February 20, 2012, Roberts Broadcasting announced that it was exploring the possibility of selling one or all four of its television stations in order to raise enough cash to pay off its creditors.[94] On October 22, 2012, Roberts announced that it had sold WRBJ to the Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link];[95] the deal was approved by a bankruptcy court on January 17, 2013,[96] with TBN officially taking over operational control of WRBJ five months later on May 24[97] (The CW would return to the Jackson market on the second digital subchannel of CBS affiliate WJTV[image: External link] in September 2013). On January 3, 2013, the repeater network of WAZE ceased operations; later that month on January 28, independent station WTVW hurriedly joined The CW, in order to maintain the network in the Evansville area.[98]

On December 2, 2013, Roberts filed to sell WZRB to Radiant Light Ministries, a subsidiary of Tri-State Christian Television[image: External link], for $2 million.[99] On December 4, Roberts also filed to sell WRBU to TCT for $5.5 million.[100] However, on December 11, the United States bankruptcy court[image: External link] gave initial approval for a plan by Roberts's creditors to instead transfer WRBU, WZRB and the WAZE repeaters to a trust with Ion Media Networks[image: External link] (a creditor in Roberts's chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings) as its beneficiary, with Roberts' attorney subsequently stating that Ion would purchase the stations for $7.75 million.[101][102] Roberts had earlier proposed an alternate plan that would have had only the WAZE repeaters be transferred to the trust, which would have allowed the sale of WRBU and WZRB to TCT.[101] The CW affiliation in Columbia moved to WKTC[image: External link] (with MyNetworkTV, which the station had already been affiliated with, being relegated to a secondary affiliation) in March 2014,[103] after temporarily remaining on WZRB after its conversion into an Ion Television O&O the previous month.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Station standardization




When The CW launched in September 2006, the network began branding most of its affiliates using a combination of "CW" or "The CW", and at the affiliate's choice, either the station's channel number (for example, Nashville[image: External link] affiliate WNAB[image: External link] is branded as "CW58" and Seattle O&O KSTW[image: External link] brands as "CW11") or the name of the city or region it serves. Examples of the latter include Philadelphia O&O WPSG (known as "The CW Philly 57" as an homage to its prior branding as an independent station), WLVI (known at launch as "Boston's CW", though it rebranded to "CW56" after being sold to Sunbeam Television), WUPA (known as "CW Atlanta" at launch, but is now known as "CW69"), Waco, Texas[image: External link] subchannel affiliate KWTX-DT2[image: External link] (known as "CW Texas") and KVCW (branded as "CW Las Vegas"). Some stations also use the call sign/either within the station logo, in on-air identification or both; examples include WNLO[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link], WWHO[image: External link]/Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] and WBNX[image: External link]/ Cleveland[image: External link].

In Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link], KXVO[image: External link] uses the dual brandings of "CW15" and "Omaha's CW". In Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], KHON-DT2[image: External link] was originally branded as "Hawaii's CW 93" (the "93" refers to the subchannel's cable channel position on Oceanic Time Warner Cable), before it was shortened to "Hawaii's CW" in September 2014. The branding once used by WKRC-DT2/Cincinnati, Ohio was "CinCW", a portmanteau[image: External link] with the common nickname for the city, "Cincy" (it now brands as "The CW Cincinnati"). With the exceptions of WXCW[image: External link]/Fort Myers and (to a somewhat lesser extent) XETV/San Diego, all CW affiliates not owned by Tribune usually brand themselves using a version of the network logo. Mobile, Alabama[image: External link] CW affiliate WBPG, then known as "The Gulf Coast's CW" changed its call letters to WFNA[image: External link] in December 2009 and used a similar approach around their new call letters, before becoming known as "CW 55" in September 2012 and adopting a style reflective of The CW's branding techniques once again. WISH-TV in Indianapolis, as it had during its CBS affiliation, continues to brand solely with its channel number and calls as "WISH-TV 8".
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 Related services





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video-on-demand services




The CW provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of full episodes of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at CWTV.com and its mobile app[image: External link] for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] devices (with programs streamable over 3G[image: External link] and WiFi[image: External link] networks), a traditional VOD service – called The CW on Demand – that is available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers, and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link], iTunes[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link].[104][105]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on The CW app and The CW on Demand the day after their original broadcast. However, due to restrictions imposed through its deal with the streaming service, streaming of the most recent episode of any CW program on Hulu is restricted until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of Hulu's subscription service. The CW previously imposed a three-day delay after an episode's original airdate before making its programs available on its website and through the Hulu subscription service (then known as Hulu Plus). However, changes implemented by the network on March 15, 2012 in an effort to reduce copyright infringement[image: External link] of its programming content through illegal streaming and downloading internet platforms resulted in that delay being reduced to eight hours after a program's original airing through both services.[104][105][106] Like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks, The CW on Demand disables fast forwarding[image: External link] for content provided through the service.

On October 13, 2011, the network entered into digital distribution deals with streaming services Netflix and Hulu. The four-year Netflix agreement allows its customers to instantly watch more than 700 hours of previous seasons of The CW's current scripted series, while Hulu inked a five-year deal, giving the streaming site access to next-day content from four of the five major networks (with the exception of CW sister network CBS).[104][105]

On October 24, 2012, The CW entered into its first video-on-demand distribution deal with a pay television provider through an agreement with Comcast[image: External link] that allows customers to watch the four most-recent episodes of the network's primetime shows on the cable provider[image: External link]'s Xfinity On Demand service, along with next-day episode content. The CW On Demand, which is accessible to subscribers at no additional charge, debuted on Comcast Xfinity[image: External link] systems nationwide on October 25.[107]
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 The CW HD




The CW's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], with all transmission of the network's programming moving to the format in June 2012. All of the network's prime time programming has been presented in HD since March 2012 (when America's Next Top Model became the final CW program to convert to the format), with the exception of certain specials produced prior to that point (such as Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer[image: External link], a holiday[image: External link] special carried over to the network from The WB) and select movie presentations. The network's Saturday morning E/I block, One Magnificent Morning[image: External link], is also broadcast in HD; however, it carries the daytime talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] in enhanced definition[image: External link] widescreen[image: External link] because of producer preference.

The network is available in HD on most of its full-power affiliates, while availability of high definition content on subchannel-only or cable-exclusive affiliates varies by market; in some of these cases, the over-the-air signal is available only in standard definition[image: External link] (a 16:9[image: External link] widescreen feed transmitted in 480i[image: External link] SD is presented on some over-the-air affiliates to meet minimum requirements for presentation), with the station offering an exclusive high definition feed to cable and satellite providers. Some affiliates transmit CW programming in 720p[image: External link] HD due to technical considerations if the network is carried on a digital subchannel of a station affiliated with another major network or if a primary feed CW affiliate carries more than one subchannel. Since June 2012, The CW Plus feed is also transmitted in HD, and the network has asked those affiliates to carry it in high definition wherever possible.

With ABC[image: External link] beginning to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of their graphics on September 1, 2016, The CW, along with CBS[image: External link] are currently the last two major networks that continues to use 4:3 framing for all graphics (except for Sports programs on CBS[image: External link] and some CW affiliates that offer sports coverage).
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 Marketing and multimedia




The CW Television Network is involved in both linear broadcast and digital media, in various forms:


	On January 14, 2007, The CW began streaming full-length episodes of several of its programs on the CWTV.com website.

	On December 15, 2006, CBS Corporation revived its record label, CBS Records[image: External link], whose artists' music is featured during CW programs; as with music from other labels, albums and individual songs from CBS Records artists are also made available for purchase on the network's website.[108]


	In addition to the network's dedicated streaming application available via the iTunes App Store[image: External link] and Google Play[image: External link], The CW previously maintained a separate first-person shooter[image: External link] app called Nikita Spy Training Module that was used to promote the 2010–13 drama series Nikita[image: External link]. The network also previously marketed CW City Wize, a mobile app that has since been discontinued, which was sponsored by Target[image: External link], highlighting businesses and video highlights of the network's Monday and Tuesday night programming during the 2009–10 season.

	On December 1, 2011, The CW began offering "CWingo", an interactive game resembling Bingo[image: External link], that is accessed by using Facebook to sign into the CW community. Starting with an episode of The Vampire Diaries, viewers could click on tiles showing a scene from an episode as that scene appeared, with the matching of five tiles in a row meant CWingo if revealed by the user. Winners could become eligible for prizes, and advertisers sponsored the games.[109]


	CW Seed (originally called CWD or the CW Digital Studio) is a production arm that provides original content and reruns created exclusively for digital platforms focused in the areas of animation, game shows, comedy and digital personalities. It exists as a sub-site on CWTV.com, but the network is adding more interactivity to the service, opening up for feedback from viewers and adding more social engagement.[110] In 2014, a separate website for CW Seed was launched at cwseed.com. Web content produced by CW Seed includes Vixen, Stupid Hype, I Ship It, How to Be a Vampire, JoJoHead, Prom Queen[image: External link] and Husbands[image: External link] (the latter of which was picked up by The CW Television Network for its summer 2013 schedule). Reruns on CW Seed includes short lived shows such as Constantine, Birds of Prey[image: External link], Hellcats[image: External link], and Forever[image: External link], and syndicated shows such as The O.C.[image: External link] and Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	CBS[image: External link]

	Warner Bros.[image: External link]

	Warner Bros. Television[image: External link]
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DC Comics






This article is about the US publisher of comics. For the Scottish publisher of comics and newspapers, see DC Thomson[image: External link].

DC Comics, Inc. is an American[image: External link] comic book[image: External link] publisher. It is the publishing unit of DC Entertainment,[4][5] a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link], a division of Time Warner[image: External link]. DC Comics is one of the largest and oldest American comic book companies, and produces material featuring numerous well-known heroic characters[image: External link] including Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash, Aquaman[image: External link], Black Canary, Hawkman, Supergirl[image: External link], Hawkgirl, Green Arrow, Martian Manhunter, Cyborg[image: External link], Static[image: External link], Zatanna[image: External link], and Shazam[image: External link]. Most of their material takes place in the fictional[image: External link] DC Universe[image: External link], which also features teams such as the Justice League[image: External link], the Justice Society of America[image: External link], the Suicide Squad[image: External link], and the Teen Titans[image: External link], and well-known villains such as the Joker[image: External link], Lex Luthor[image: External link], The Cheetah[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Ra's al Ghul[image: External link], Deathstroke[image: External link], Reverse-Flash, Sinestro[image: External link], Black Adam[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The company has also published non-DC Universe-related material, including Watchmen[image: External link], V for Vendetta[image: External link], and many titles under their alternative imprint Vertigo[image: External link].

The initials "DC" came from the company's popular series Detective Comics[image: External link], which featured Batman's debut and subsequently became part of the company's name.[6] Originally in Manhattan at 432 Fourth Avenue, the DC Comics offices have been located at 480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue; 909 Third Avenue; 75 Rockefeller Plaza; 666 Fifth Avenue; and 1325 Avenue of the Americas. DC had its headquarters at 1700 Broadway, Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], but it was announced in October 2013 that DC Entertainment would relocate its headquarters from New York to Burbank, California[image: External link] in 2015.[7]

Random House[image: External link] distributes DC Comics' books to the bookstore market,[citation needed[image: External link]] while Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] supplies the comics shop specialty market[image: External link].[7][citation needed[image: External link]] DC Comics and its major, longtime competitor Marvel Comics[image: External link] (acquired in 2009 by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], Time Warner's main competitor) together shared 70% of the American comic book market in 2016.[8]
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 History
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 Origins




Entrepreneur Major Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson[image: External link] founded National Allied Publications in autumn 1934.[1][9][10] The company debuted with the tabloid[image: External link]-sized New Fun: The Big Comic Magazine[image: External link] #1 with a cover date[image: External link] of February 1935.[11][12] The company's second title, New Comics[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1935), appeared in a size close to what would become comic books' standard during the period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link], with slightly larger dimensions than today's.[13] That title evolved into Adventure Comics[image: External link], which continued through issue #503 in 1983, becoming one of the longest-running comic-book series. In 2009 DC revived Adventure Comics with its original numbering.[14] In 1935, Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the future creators of Superman[image: External link], created Doctor Occult[image: External link], who is the earliest DC Comics character to still be in the DC Universe[image: External link].

Wheeler-Nicholson's third and final title, Detective Comics[image: External link], advertised with a cover illustration dated December 1936, eventually premiered three months late with a March 1937 cover date. The themed anthology series would become a sensation with the introduction of Batman[image: External link] in issue #27 (May 1939). By then, however, Wheeler-Nicholson had gone. In 1937, in debt to printing-plant owner and magazine distributor Harry Donenfeld[image: External link]—who also published pulp magazines and operated as a principal in the magazine distributorship Independent News[image: External link]—Wheeler-Nicholson had to take Donenfeld on as a partner in order to publish Detective Comics #1. Detective Comics, Inc. was formed, with Wheeler-Nicholson and Jack S. Liebowitz[image: External link], Donenfeld's accountant, listed as owners. Major Wheeler-Nicholson remained for a year, but cash-flow problems continued, and he was forced out. Shortly afterward, Detective Comics, Inc. purchased the remains of National Allied, also known as Nicholson Publishing, at a bankruptcy auction.[15]

Detective Comics, Inc. soon launched a fourth title, Action Comics[image: External link], the premiere of which introduced Superman[image: External link]. Action Comics #1 (June 1938), the first comic book to feature the new character archetype—soon known as " superheroes[image: External link]"—proved a sales hit. The company quickly introduced such other popular characters as the Sandman[image: External link] and Batman[image: External link].

On February 22, 2010, a copy of Action Comics #1 (June 1938) sold at an auction[image: External link] from an anonymous seller to an anonymous buyer for $1 million, besting the $317,000 record for a comic book set by a different copy, in lesser condition, the previous year.[16]
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 The Golden Age




Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


National Allied Publications soon merged with Detective Comics, Inc. to form National Comics Publications[image: External link] on September 30, 1946,[17] which absorbed an affiliated concern, Max Gaines[image: External link]' and Liebowitz' All-American Publications[image: External link]. That year, Gaines let Liebowitz buy him out, and kept only Picture Stories from the Bible as the foundation of his own new company, EC Comics[image: External link]. At that point, "Liebowitz promptly orchestrated the merger of All-American and Detective Comics into National Comics... Next he took charge of organizing National Comics, [the self-distributorship] Independent News, and their affiliated firms into a single corporate entity, National Periodical Publications".[18] National Periodical Publications became publicly traded on the stock market in 1961.[19][20]

Despite the official names "National Comics" and "National Periodical Publications", the company began branding itself as "Superman-DC" as early as 1940, and the company became known colloquially as DC Comics for years before the official adoption of that name in 1977.[21]

The company began to move aggressively against what it saw as copyright-violating[image: External link] imitations from other companies, such as Fox Comics[image: External link]' Wonder Man[image: External link], which (according to court testimony) Fox started as a copy of Superman. This extended to DC suing Fawcett Comics[image: External link] over Captain Marvel[image: External link], at the time comics' top-selling character (see National Comics Publications, Inc. v. Fawcett Publications, Inc.[image: External link]). Despite the fact that parallels between Captain Marvel and Superman seemed more tenuous (Captain Marvel's powers came from magic[image: External link], unlike Superman's), the courts ruled that substantial and deliberate copying of copyrighted material had occurred. Faced with declining sales and the prospect of bankruptcy if it lost, Fawcett capitulated in 1953 and ceased comics publication. Years later, Fawcett sold the rights for Captain Marvel to DC—which in 1972 revived Captain Marvel in the new title Shazam! featuring artwork by his creator, C. C. Beck[image: External link]. In the meantime, the abandoned trademark had been seized by Marvel Comics[image: External link] in 1967, with the creation of their Captain Marvel[image: External link], disallowing the DC comic itself to be called that. While Captain Marvel did not recapture his old popularity, he later appeared in a Saturday morning live action TV adaptation[image: External link] and gained a prominent place in the mainstream continuity DC calls the DC Universe[image: External link].

When the popularity of superheroes faded in the late 1940s, the company focused on such genres as science fiction[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor[image: External link], and romance[image: External link]. DC also published crime[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] titles, but relatively tame ones, and thus avoided the mid-1950s backlash against such comics. A handful of the most popular superhero-titles, including Action Comics and Detective Comics, the medium's two longest-running titles, continued publication.
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Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In the mid-1950s, editorial director Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] and publisher Liebowitz directed editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] (whose roots lay in the science-fiction[image: External link] book market) to produce a one-shot[image: External link] Flash story in the try-out title Showcase[image: External link]. Instead of reviving the old character, Schwartz had writers Robert Kanigher[image: External link] and John Broome[image: External link], penciler[image: External link] Carmine Infantino[image: External link], and inker[image: External link] Joe Kubert[image: External link] create an entirely new super-speedster, updating and modernizing the Flash's civilian[image: External link] identity, costume, and origin with a science-fiction bent. The Flash's reimagining in Showcase #4 (October 1956) proved sufficiently popular that it soon led to a similar revamping of the Green Lantern[image: External link] character, the introduction of the modern all-star team Justice League of America[image: External link] (JLA), and many more superheroes, heralding what historians and fans call the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link].

National did not reimagine its continuing characters (primarily Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman), but radically overhauled them. The Superman family of titles, under editor Mort Weisinger[image: External link], introduced such enduring characters as Supergirl[image: External link], Bizarro[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The Batman titles, under editor Jack Schiff, introduced the successful Batwoman[image: External link], Bat-Girl[image: External link], Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] in an attempt to modernize the strip with non-science-fiction elements. Schwartz, together with artist Infantino, then revitalized Batman in what the company promoted as the "New Look", re-emphasizing Batman as a detective. Meanwhile, editor Kanigher successfully introduced a whole family of Wonder Woman characters having fantastic adventures in a mythological context.

DC's introduction of the reimagined superheroes did not go unnoticed by other comics companies. In 1961, with DC's JLA as the specific spur,[n 1] Marvel Comics[image: External link] writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] and legendary creator Jack Kirby[image: External link] ushered in the sub-Silver Age "Marvel Age" of comics with the debut issue of The Fantastic Four[image: External link].[22]

Since the 1940s, when Superman, Batman, and many of the company's other heroes began appearing in stories together, DC's characters inhabited a shared continuity[image: External link] that, decades later, was dubbed the "DC Universe[image: External link]" by fans. With the story "Flash of Two Worlds[image: External link]", in Flash #123 (September 1961), editor Schwartz (with writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artists Infantino and Joe Giella[image: External link]) introduced a concept that allowed slotting the 1930s and 1940s Golden Age[image: External link] heroes into this continuity via the explanation that they lived on an other-dimensional "Earth 2", as opposed to the modern heroes' "Earth 1"—in the process creating the foundation for what would later be called the DC Multiverse[image: External link].

A 1966 Batman[image: External link] TV show[image: External link] on the ABC[image: External link] network sparked a temporary spike in comic book sales, and a brief fad for superheroes in Saturday morning animation[image: External link] ( Filmation[image: External link] created most of DC's initial cartoons) and other media. DC significantly lightened the tone[image: External link] of many DC comics—particularly Batman[image: External link] and Detective Comics[image: External link]—to better complement the "camp" tone of the TV series. This tone coincided with the famous "Go-Go Checks" checkerboard[image: External link] cover-dress which featured a black-and-white checkerboard strip (all DC books cover dated February 1966 until August 1967) at the top of each comic, a misguided attempt by then-managing editor Irwin Donenfeld to make DC's output "stand out on the newsracks".[23]

In 1967, Batman artist Infantino (who had designed popular Silver Age characters Batgirl and the Phantom Stranger) rose from art director to become DC's editorial director. With the growing popularity of upstart rival Marvel Comics[image: External link] threatening to topple DC from its longtime number-one position in the comics industry, he attempted to infuse the company with more focus towards marketing new and existing titles and characters with more adult sensibilities towards an emerging older age group of superhero comic book fans that grew out of Marvel's efforts to market their superhero line to college-aged adults. This push for more mature content reached its peak with the 1986 DC Universe relaunch. He also recruited major talents such as ex-Marvel artist and Spider-Man[image: External link] co-creator Steve Ditko[image: External link] and promising newcomers Neal Adams[image: External link] and Denny O'Neil[image: External link] and replaced some existing DC editors with artist-editors, including Joe Kubert[image: External link] and Dick Giordano[image: External link], to give DC's output a more artistic critical eye.
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 Kinney National subsidiary




In 1967, National Periodical Publications was purchased by Kinney National Company[image: External link], which later purchased Warner Bros.-Seven Arts[image: External link] and became Warner Communications[image: External link].[24][not in citation given[image: External link]]

In 1970, Jack Kirby[image: External link] moved from Marvel Comics to DC, at the end of the Silver Age of Comics[image: External link], in which Kirby's contributions to Marvel played a large, integral role. Given carte blanche to write and illustrate his own stories, he created a handful of thematically linked series he called collectively The Fourth World[image: External link]. In the existing series Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] and in his own, newly launched series New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link], Kirby introduced such enduring characters and concepts as archvillain Darkseid[image: External link] and the otherdimensional realm Apokolips[image: External link]. While sales were respectable, they did not meet DC management's initially high expectations, and also suffered from a lack of comprehension and internal support from Infantino. By 1973 the "Fourth World" was all cancelled, although Kirby's conceptions would soon become integral to the broadening of the DC Universe. Kirby created other series for DC, including Kamandi[image: External link], about a teenaged boy in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] world of anthropomorphic talking animals.
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Main article: Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


Following the science-fiction innovations of the Silver Age[image: External link], the comics of the 1970s and 1980s would become known as the Bronze Age, as fantasy gave way to more naturalistic[image: External link] and sometimes darker themes. Illegal drug use, banned by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], explicitly appeared in comics for the first time in Marvel Comics' The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] in early 1971, and after the Code's updating in response, DC offered a drug-fueled storyline in writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link]' Green Lantern[image: External link], beginning with the story "Snowbirds Don't Fly" in the retitled Green Lantern / Green Arrow #85 (Sept. 1971), which depicted Speedy[image: External link], the teen sidekick of superhero archer Green Arrow, as having become a heroin[image: External link] addict.

Jenette Kahn[image: External link], a former children's magazine publisher, replaced Infantino as editorial director in January 1976. DC had attempted to compete with the now-surging Marvel by dramatically increasing its output and attempting to win the market by flooding it. This included launching series featuring such new characters as Firestorm and Shade, the Changing Man[image: External link], as well as an increasing array of non-superhero titles, in an attempt to recapture the pre- Wertham[image: External link] days of post-War comicdom. In June 1978, five months before the release of the first Superman movie[image: External link], Kahn expanded the line further, increasing the number of titles and story pages, and raising the price from 35 cents to 50 cents. Most series received eight-page back-up features while some had full-length twenty-five page stories. This was a move the company called the "DC Explosion".[25] The move was not successful, however, and corporate parent Warner dramatically cut back on these largely unsuccessful titles, firing many staffers in what industry watchers dubbed "the DC Implosion[image: External link]".[26] In September 1978, the line was dramatically reduced and standard-size books returned to 17 story pages but for a still-increased 40 cents.[27] By 1980, the books returned to 50 cents with a 25-page story count but the story pages replaced house ads in the books.

Seeking new ways to boost market share[image: External link], the new team of publisher Kahn, vice president Paul Levitz[image: External link], and managing editor Giordano addressed the issue of talent instability. To that end—and following the example of Atlas/Seaboard Comics[image: External link][28] and such independent companies as Eclipse Comics[image: External link]—DC began to offer royalties[image: External link] in place of the industry-standard work-for-hire[image: External link] agreement in which creators worked for a flat fee and signed away all rights, giving talent a financial incentive tied to the success of their work. In addition, emulating the era's new television form, the miniseries[image: External link] while addressing the matter of an excessive number of ongoing titles fizzling out within a few issues of their start, DC created the industry concept of the comic book limited series[image: External link]. This publishing format allowed for the deliberate creation of finite storylines within a more flexible publishing format that could showcase creations without forcing the talent into unsustainable openended commitments.

These changes in policy shaped the future of the medium as a whole, and in the short term allowed DC to entice creators away from rival Marvel, and encourage stability on individual titles. In November 1980 DC launched the ongoing series The New Teen Titans[image: External link], by writer Marv Wolfman[image: External link] and artist George Pérez[image: External link], two popular talents with a history of success. Their superhero-team comic, superficially similar to Marvel's ensemble series X-Men[image: External link], but rooted in DC history, earned significant sales[29] in part due to the stability of the creative team, who both continued with the title for six full years. In addition, Wolfman and Pérez took advantage of the limited-series option to create a spin-off[image: External link] title, Tales of the New Teen Titans, to present origin stories of their original characters without having to break the narrative flow of the main series or oblige them to double their work load with another ongoing title.
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Main article: Modern Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


This successful revitalization of the Silver Age Teen Titans led DC's editors[citation needed[image: External link]] to seek the same for the wider DC Universe[image: External link]. The result, the Wolfman/Pérez 12-issue limited series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], gave the company an opportunity to realign and jettison some of the characters' complicated backstory and continuity discrepancies. A companion publication, two volumes entitled The History of the DC Universe, set out the revised history of the major DC characters. Crisis featured many key deaths that would shape the DC Universe for the following decades, and separate the timeline of DC publications into pre- and post-"Crisis".

Meanwhile, a parallel update had started in the non-superhero and horror titles. Since early 1984, the work of British[image: External link] writer Alan Moore[image: External link] had revitalized the horror series The Saga of the Swamp Thing[image: External link], and soon numerous British writers, including Neil Gaiman[image: External link] and Grant Morrison[image: External link], began freelancing for the company. The resulting influx of sophisticated horror-fantasy material led to DC in 1993 establishing the Vertigo[image: External link] mature-readers imprint, which did not subscribe to the Comics Code Authority[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Two DC limited series, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link] and Watchmen[image: External link] by Moore and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], drew attention in the mainstream press for their dark psychological complexity and promotion of the antihero.[citation needed[image: External link]] These titles helped pave the way for comics to be more widely accepted in literary-criticism circles and to make inroads into the book industry, with collected editions of these series as commercially successful trade paperbacks[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The mid-1980s also saw the end of many long-running DC war comics[image: External link], including series that had been in print since the 1960s. These titles, all with over 100 issues, included Sgt. Rock[image: External link], G.I. Combat[image: External link], The Unknown Soldier[image: External link], and Weird War Tales[image: External link].
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 Time Warner unit (1990–present)




In March 1989, Warner Communications merged with Time Inc.[image: External link], making DC Comics a subsidiary of Time Warner. In June, the first Tim Burton directed Batman movie[image: External link] was released, and DC began publishing its hardcover series of DC Archive Editions[image: External link], collections of many of their early, key comics series, featuring rare and expensive stories unseen by many modern fans. Restoration for many of the Archive Editions was handled by Rick Keene with colour restoration by DC's long-time resident colourist, Bob LeRose[image: External link]. These collections attempted to retroactively credit many of the writers and artists who had worked without much recognition for DC during the early period of comics, when individual credits were few and far between.

The comics industry experienced a brief boom in the early 1990s, thanks to a combination of speculative purchasing (mass purchase of the books as collectible items, with intent to resell at a higher value as the rising value of older issues was thought to imply that all comics would rise dramatically in price) and several storylines which gained attention from the mainstream media. DC's extended storylines in which Superman was killed[image: External link], Batman was crippled[image: External link] and superhero Green Lantern turned into the supervillain Parallax[image: External link] resulted in dramatically increased sales, but the increases were as temporary as the hero's replacements. Sales dropped off as the industry went into a major slump, while manufactured "collectibles" numbering in the millions replaced quality with quantity until fans and speculators alike deserted the medium in droves.

DC's Piranha Press[image: External link] and other imprints (including the mature readers line Vertigo[image: External link], and Helix[image: External link], a short-lived science fiction imprint) were introduced to facilitate compartmentalized diversification and allow for specialized marketing of individual product lines. They increased the use of non-traditional contractual arrangements, including the dramatic rise of creator-owned projects, leading to a significant increase in critically lauded work (much of it for Vertigo) and the licensing of material from other companies. DC also increased publication of book-store friendly formats, including trade paperback[image: External link] collections of individual serial comics, as well as original graphic novels[image: External link].

One of the other imprints was Impact Comics[image: External link] from 1991 to 1992 in which the Archie Comics[image: External link] superheroes were licensed and revamped.[30][31] The stories in the line were part of its own shared universe.[32]

DC entered into a publishing agreement with Milestone Media[image: External link] that gave DC a line of comics featuring a culturally and racially diverse range of superhero characters. Although the Milestone line ceased publication after a few years, it yielded the popular animated series Static Shock[image: External link]. DC established Paradox Press[image: External link] to publish material such as the large-format Big Book of... series of multi-artist interpretations on individual themes, and such crime fiction as the graphic novel Road to Perdition[image: External link]. In 1998, DC purchased Wildstorm[image: External link] Comics, Jim Lee[image: External link]'s imprint under the Image Comics[image: External link] banner, continuing it for many years as a wholly separate imprint – and fictional universe[image: External link] – with its own style and audience. As part of this purchase, DC also began to publish titles under the fledgling WildStorm sub-imprint America's Best Comics[image: External link] (ABC), a series of titles created by Alan Moore[image: External link], including The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen[image: External link], Tom Strong[image: External link], and Promethea[image: External link]. Moore strongly contested this situation, and DC eventually stopped publishing ABC.
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In March 2003 DC acquired publishing and merchandising rights to the long-running fantasy series Elfquest[image: External link], previously self-published by creators Wendy and Richard Pini[image: External link] under their WaRP Graphics[image: External link] publication banner. This series then followed another non-DC title, Tower Comics[image: External link]' series T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents[image: External link], in collection into DC Archive Editions. In 2004 DC temporarily acquired the North American publishing rights to graphic novels from European publishers 2000 AD[image: External link] and Humanoids[image: External link]. It also rebranded its younger-audience titles with the mascot Johnny DC[image: External link], and established the CMX[image: External link] imprint to reprint translated manga[image: External link]. In 2006, CMX took over from Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] publication of the webcomic Megatokyo[image: External link] in print form. DC also took advantage of the demise of Kitchen Sink Press[image: External link] and acquired the rights to much of the work of Will Eisner[image: External link], such as his The Spirit[image: External link] series and his graphic novels.

In 2004, DC began laying the groundwork for a full continuity-reshuffling sequel to Crisis on Infinite Earths, promising substantial changes to the DC Universe (and side-stepping the 1994 Zero Hour[image: External link] event which similarly tried to ret-con[image: External link] the history of the DCU). In 2005, the critically lauded Batman Begins[image: External link] film was released; also, the company published several limited series establishing increasingly escalated conflicts among DC's heroes, with events climaxing in the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] limited series. Immediately after this event, DC's ongoing series jumped forward a full year[image: External link] in their in-story continuity, as DC launched a weekly series, 52[image: External link], to gradually fill in the missing time. Concurrently, DC lost the copyright to "Superboy" (while retaining the trademark) when the heirs of Jerry Siegel[image: External link] used a provision of the 1976 revision to the copyright law to regain ownership.

In 2005, DC launched its " All-Star[image: External link]" line (evoking the title of the 1940s publication[image: External link]), designed to feature some of the company's best-known characters in stories that eschewed the long and convoluted continuity of the DC Universe. The line began with All-Star Batman & Robin the Boy Wonder and All-Star Superman, with All Star Wonder Woman and All Star Batgirl announced in 2006 but neither being released nor scheduled as of the end of 2009.[33]

DC licensed characters from the Archie Comics[image: External link] imprint Red Circle Comics[image: External link] by 2007.[34] They appeared in the Red Circle line, based in the DC Universe, with a series of one-shots[image: External link] followed by a miniseries that lead into two ongoing titles, each lasting 10 issues.[32][35]
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 2010s




In 2011, DC rebooted all of its running titles following the Flashpoint story line. The reboot, called The New 52[image: External link], gave new origin stories and costume designs to all of DC's characters.

In 2014, DC announced an eight-issue miniseries titled "Convergence"[image: External link] which began in April 2015.[36][37][38][39]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including DC Comics, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].
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 DC Entertainment




In September 2009, Warner Bros. announced that DC Comics would become a subsidiary of DC Entertainment, Inc., with Diane Nelson[image: External link], President of Warner Premiere[image: External link], becoming president of the newly formed holding company and DC Comics President and Publisher Paul Levitz moving to the position of Contributing Editor and Overall Consultant there.[40]

On February 18, 2010, DC Entertainment named Jim Lee[image: External link] and Dan DiDio[image: External link] as Co-Publishers of DC Comics, Geoff Johns as Chief Creative Officer, John Rood as EVP (Executive Vice President) of Sales, Marketing and Business Development, and Patrick Caldon as EVP of Finance and Administration.[41][42]

DC licensed pulp characters including Doc Savage[image: External link] and the Spirit[image: External link] which it then used, along with some DC heroes, as part the First Wave[image: External link] comics line launched in 2010 and lasting through fall 2011.[43][44][45]

In May 2011, DC announced it would begin releasing digital versions of their comics on the same day as paper versions.[46]

On June 1, 2011, DC announced that it would end all ongoing series set in the DC Universe in August and relaunch[image: External link] its comic line with 52 issue #1s, starting with Justice League[image: External link] on August 31 (written by Geoff Johns and drawn by Jim Lee), with the rest to follow later on in September.[47][48]

On June 4, 2013, DC unveiled two new digital comic innovations to enhance interactivity: DC2 and DC2 Multiverse. DC2 layers dynamic artwork onto digital comic panels, adding a new level of dimension to digital storytelling, while DC2 Multiverse allows readers to determine a specific story outcome by selecting individual characters, storylines and plot developments while reading the comic, meaning one digital comic has multiple outcomes. DC2 will first appear in the upcoming digital-first title, Batman '66[image: External link], based on the 1960s television series[image: External link] and DC2 Multiverse will first appear in Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link], a digital-first title based on the video game of the same name[image: External link].[49]

In October 2013, DC Entertainment (DCE) announced that the DC Comics offices would be moved from New York City to Warner Bros. Burbank, California, headquarters in 2015. The other DCE units - animation, movie, TV and portfolio planning - had preceded DC Comics by moving there in 2010.[50]
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 DC Films




Warner Bros. Pictures reorganized in May 2016 to have genre responsible film executives, thus DC Entertainment franchise films under Warner Bros. were placed under a newly created division, DC Films, under Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg[image: External link] and DC chief content officer Geoff Johns. This was done in the same vein as Marvel Studios[image: External link] in unifying DC film making under a single vision and clarify green lighting process. Johns also kept his existing role at DC Comics.[51]
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 Logo




DC's first logo[image: External link] appeared on the April 1940 issues of its titles. The letters "DC" stood for Detective Comics, the name of Batman's flagship title. The small logo, with no background, read simply, "A DC Publication".

The November 1941 DC titles introduced an updated logo. This version was almost twice the size of the previous one, and was the first version with a white background. The name "Superman" was added to "A DC Publication", effectively acknowledging both Superman and Batman. This logo was the first to occupy the top-left corner of the cover, where the logo has usually resided since. The company now referred to itself in its advertising as "Superman-DC".

In November 1949, the logo was modified to incorporate the company's formal name, National Comics Publications. This logo would also serve as the round body of Johnny DC, DC's mascot[image: External link] in the 1960s.

In October 1970, DC briefly retired the circular logo in favor of a simple "DC" in a rectangle with the name of the title, or the star of the book; the logo on many issues of Action Comics, for example, read "DC Superman". An image of the lead character either appeared above or below the rectangle. For books that did not have a single star, such as anthologies[image: External link] like House of Mystery[image: External link] or team series such as Justice League of America, the title and "DC" appeared in a stylized logo, such as a bat[image: External link] for "House of Mystery". This use of characters as logos helped to establish the likenesses as trademarks[image: External link], and was similar to Marvel's contemporaneous use of characters as part of its cover branding.

DC's "100 Page Super-Spectacular"[image: External link] titles and later 100-page and "Giant" issues published from 1972 to 1974 featured a logo exclusive to these editions: the letters "DC" in a simple sans-serif[image: External link] typeface[image: External link] within a circle. A variant had the letters in a square.

The July 1972 DC titles featured a new circular logo. The letters "DC" were rendered in a block-like typeface that would remain through later logo revisions until 2005. The title of the book usually appeared inside the circle, either above or below the letters.

In December 1973, this logo was modified with the addition of the words "The Line of DC Super-Stars" and the star motif that would continue in later logos. This logo was placed in the top center of the cover from August 1975 to October 1976.

When Jenette Kahn became DC's publisher[image: External link] in late 1976, she commissioned graphic designer Milton Glaser[image: External link] to design a new logo. Popularly referred to as the "DC bullet", this logo premiered on the February 1977 titles. Although it varied in size and color and was at times cropped by the edges of the cover, or briefly rotated 4 degrees, it remained essentially unchanged for nearly three decades. Despite logo changes since 2005, the old "DC bullet" continues to be used only on the DC Archive Editions[image: External link] series.

In July 1987, DC released variant editions of Justice League #3 and The Fury of Firestorm #61 with a new DC logo. It featured a picture of Superman in a circle surrounded by the words "SUPERMAN COMICS". The company released these variants to newsstands in certain markets as a marketing test.[52]

On May 8, 2005, a new logo[image: External link] (dubbed the "DC spin") was unveiled, debuting on DC titles in June 2005 with DC Special: The Return of Donna Troy[image: External link] #1 and the rest of the titles the following week. In addition to comics, it was designed for DC properties in other media, which was used for movies since Batman Begins[image: External link], with Superman Returns[image: External link] showing the logo's normal variant, and the TV series Smallville[image: External link], the animated series Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] and others, as well as for collectibles[image: External link] and other merchandise. The logo was designed by Josh Beatman of Brainchild Studios[53] and DC executive[image: External link] Richard Bruning[image: External link].[54]

In March 2012, DC unveiled a new logo consisting of the letter “D” flipping back to reveal the letter “C” and "DC ENTERTAINMENT".[55] The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] was the first film to use the new logo, while the TV series Arrow was the first series to feature the new logo.

DC Entertainment announced a new identity and logo for another iconic DC Comics universe brand on May 17, 2016. The new logo was first used on May 25, 2016, in conjunction with the release of DC Universe: Rebirth Special #1 by Geoff Johns.[56]
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 Active as of 2017





	
DC[image: External link] (1937–present)

	
Young Animal[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Wildstorm[image: External link] (1999–2010, 2017–present)





	
Vertigo[image: External link] (1993–present)[57]


	
Mad[image: External link] (1953-present)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Defunct





	
All Star[image: External link] (2005–2008)

	
Amalgam Comics[image: External link] (1996–1997; jointly with Marvel Comics[image: External link])

	
DC Focus[image: External link] (2004–2005; merged with main DC[image: External link] line)

	
Elseworlds[image: External link] (1989–2004)

	
First Wave[image: External link] (2010–2011; licensed from Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] and Will Eisner[image: External link] Library)

	
Helix[image: External link] (1996–1998; merged with Vertigo[image: External link])

	
Impact Comics[image: External link] (1991–1993; licensed from Archie Comics[image: External link])

	
Johnny DC[image: External link] (2004–2012)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (1993–1997)

	
Minx[image: External link] (2007–2008)

	
Paradox Press[image: External link] (1998–2003)

	
Piranha Press[image: External link] (1989–1993; renamed Paradox Press[image: External link])

	
Tangent Comics[image: External link] (1997–1998)

	
WildStorm[image: External link] Productions (1999–2010)

	
America's Best Comics[image: External link] (1999–2005)

	
Cliffhanger[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
CMX Manga[image: External link] (2004–2010)

	
Homage Comics[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
WildStorm Signature[image: External link] (2004–2006; merged with main WildStorm[image: External link] line)





	
Zuda Comics[image: External link] (2007–2010)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Licensing partnerships, acquired companies, and studios





	
2000 AD[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1994 to 1996 and 2004 to 2005)

	
20th Century Fox[image: External link] (some properties licensed from 1966 to 1968)

	
All-American Publications[image: External link] (merged 1944)

	
Archie Comics[image: External link] (superhero properties licensed 1991 to 1993 as part of Impact Comics[image: External link], properties licensed again in 2008 to 2011)[58][59]


	
Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to 2010)

	
Charlton Comics[image: External link] (some properties acquired 1983)

	
Columbia Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1945 to 1968)

	
Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1973 to 1975, 1986 to 1990, and 2010 to 2011)

	
Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972 to 1977)

	
Epic Games[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to present)

	
Fawcett Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972, acquired 1991)[60]


	
Filmation[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1976 to 1978)

	
Flex Comix[image: External link] (made investment in 2007; jointly owned with other companies)

	
Hanna-Barbera[image: External link] (merged 1996)

	
Harmony Gold USA[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2006)

	
Kenner[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1985 to 1987)

	
Humanoids Publishing[image: External link] (distribution rights for English-language reproductions in America 2004 to 2005)

	
King Features Syndicate[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1990)

	
Larry Harmon Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972)

	
Lego[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2001 to 2008, 2010 to present)

	
Leisure Concepts[image: External link]/Ideal Toy Corp.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1968 to 1969)

	
Mad Magazine[image: External link] (legally owned by EC Publications[image: External link], but assigned to DC's corporate control in 1994. Both companies are part of Warner Bros. Entertainment)[61]


	
Martin Manulis[image: External link] Productions (some properties licensed 1960 to 1964)

	
Mattel[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1982 to 1983 and 2012 to present)[62]


	
May Company[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1950 to 1961)

	
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1975)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (partnered in 2009)

	
NBC[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1947 to 1960 and 2006 to 2010)

	
Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1949 to 1971, 1984 to 1996, and 2000 to 2001)

	
Quality Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1956, later acquired)

	
Revell[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1983 to 1984)

	
Ruby-Spears[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1987, some properties acquired 1996)

	
Tatsunoko Production[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1999)

	
Tower Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2012)

	
TSR, Inc.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1991)

	
Warner Bros.[image: External link] (merged 1969)

	
WaRP Graphics[image: External link] (properties licensed from 2003 to 2007)

	
WildStorm Productions[image: External link] (properties acquired 1999)

	
Will Eisner[image: External link] Library (some properties licensed 2000 to 2012)
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 Films




See also: List of films based on DC Comics[image: External link]




	Year
	Film
	Directed by
	Written by
	Based on
	Production by
	Budget
	Gross



	2005
	Batman Begins[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by David S. Goyer[image: External link]

Screenplay by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman[image: External link]

by Bob Kane[image: External link] with Bill Finger[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures[image: External link] / Patalex III Productions / Syncopy[image: External link]
	$150 million
	$374.2 million



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link]

Screenplay by Michael Dougherty and Dan Harris
	Superman[image: External link]

by Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Bad Hat Harry Productions[image: External link] / Peters Entertainment[image: External link]
	$204 million
	$391.1 million



	2008
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan[image: External link] and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$185 million
	$1.005 billion



	2009
	Watchmen[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	David Hayter[image: External link] and Alex Tse[image: External link]
	Watchmen[image: External link]

by Alan Moore[image: External link] and Dave Gibbons[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Paramount Pictures[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures / Lawrence Gordon Productions
	$130 million
	$185.3 million



	2010
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayward[image: External link]
	Story by Neveldine/Taylor[image: External link] and William Farmer

Screenplay by Neveldine/Taylor
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]

by John Albano[image: External link] and Tony Dezuniga[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Weed Road Pictures[image: External link]
	$47 million
	$10.9 million



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	Martin Campbell[image: External link]
	Story by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green[image: External link] and Marc Guggenheim[image: External link]

Screenplay by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green, Marc Guggenheim and Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]
	Green Lantern[image: External link]

by John Broome[image: External link] and Gil Kane[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / De Line Pictures[image: External link]
	$200 million
	$219.9 million



	2012
	The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan
	Story by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$230 million
	$1.085 billion



	2013
	Man of Steel[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by David S. Goyer
	Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$225 million
	$668 million



	2016
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Chris Terrio[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger

Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment[image: External link] / Atlas Entertainment[image: External link] / Cruel and Unusual Films[image: External link]
	$250 million
	$873.3 million



	Suicide Squad[image: External link]
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Suicide Squad[image: External link]

by John Ostrander[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment
	$175 million
	$745.6 million[63]



	2017
	The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link]
	Chris McKay[image: External link]
	Story by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link]

Screenplay by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link], Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers, Jared Stern & John Whittington
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / LEGO System A/S[image: External link] / Warner Animation Group[image: External link]
	$80 million[64]
	$310.7 million[65]



	Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	Patty Jenkins[image: External link]
	Story by Zack Snyder & Allan Heinberg[image: External link] and Jason Fuchs[image: External link]

Screenplay by Allan Heinberg
	Wonder Woman[image: External link]

by William Moulton Marston[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	$149 million[66]
	$300 million[67]



	Upcoming films
	Status



	2017
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Zack Snyder and Chris Terrio

Screenplay by Chris Terrio
	Justice League[image: External link]

by Gardner Fox[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	
	Post-production



	2018
	Aquaman[image: External link]
	James Wan[image: External link]
	Story by James Wan[image: External link] and Geoff Johns

Screenplay by Will Beall[image: External link]
	Aquaman[image: External link] by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] & Paul Norris[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / The Safran Company
	$160 Million[68]
	Filming[69]
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 Critical and public reception






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Batman Begins
	84% (268 reviews)[70]
	70 (41 reviews)[71]
	A



	Superman Returns
	76% (258 reviews)[72]
	72 (40 reviews)[73]
	B+



	The Dark Knight
	94% (317 reviews)[74]
	82 (39 reviews)[75]
	A



	Watchmen
	65% (294 reviews)[76]
	56 (39 reviews)[77]
	B



	Jonah Hex
	12% (145 reviews)[78]
	33 (32 reviews)[79]
	C+



	Green Lantern
	26% (226 reviews)[80]
	39 (39 reviews)[81]
	B



	The Dark Knight Rises
	87% (333 reviews)[82]
	78 (45 reviews)[83]
	A



	Man of Steel
	55% (300 reviews)[84]
	55 (47 reviews)[85]
	A-



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	27% (353 reviews)[86]
	44 (51 reviews)[87]
	B



	Suicide Squad
	25% (310 reviews)[88]
	40 (53 reviews)[89]
	B+



	The Lego Batman Movie
	90% (247 reviews)[90]
	75 (48 reviews)[91]
	A-



	Wonder Woman
	92% (296 reviews)[92]
	76 (36 reviews)[93]
	A



	Average
	61.1%
	60
	B+



	
List indicator(s)

	A dark grey cell indicates information is not available for the film.
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 Digital distribution




DC Comics are available in digital form through several sources.

Free Services: In 2015, Hoopla Digital[image: External link] became the first library-based digital system to distribute DC Comics.[94]

Paid Services: Google Play[image: External link], Comixology[image: External link][95]
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 See also





	
Batman Day[image: External link] (September 17)

	DC Cosmic Cards[image: External link]

	DC Direct[image: External link]

	List of current DC Comics publications[image: External link]

	List of television series based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	List of video games based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	Publication history of DC Comics crossover events[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics[image: External link]) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Flash (Barry Allen)






For other uses of Barry Allen, see Barry Allen (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Flash (Barry Allen) is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Barry Allen is the second character to be known as the Flash. The character first appeared[image: External link] in Showcase[image: External link] #4 (October 1956), created by writer Robert Kanigher[image: External link] and penciler[image: External link] Carmine Infantino[image: External link].[1] His name combines talk show hosts Barry Gray[image: External link] and Steve Allen[image: External link].[2] Barry Allen is a reinvention of a previous character called the Flash that had appeared in 1940s comic books as the character Jay Garrick.

His power consists mainly of superhuman speed[image: External link]. Various other effects such as intangibility[image: External link] are also attributed to his ability to control the speed of molecular vibrations[image: External link]. The Flash wears a distinct red and gold costume treated to resist friction and wind resistance, traditionally storing the costume compressed inside a ring[image: External link].

Barry's classic stories introduced the concept of the Multiverse[image: External link] to DC Comics, and this concept played a large part in DC's various continuity reboots[image: External link] over the years. The Flash has traditionally always had a significant role in DC's major company-wide reboot stories, and in 1985's crossover Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Barry died saving the Multiverse, removing the character from the regular DC lineup for 23 years. His return to regular comics occurred subsequently in 2008 within the pages of Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s Final Crisis[image: External link] crossover story and Geoff Johns' accompanying The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link] limited series[image: External link]. He has since played a pivotal role in the crossover stories Blackest Night[image: External link] (2009), Flashpoint (2011), Convergence[image: External link] (2015), and DC Rebirth[image: External link] (2016).

Allen has appeared in various adaptations in other media. John Wesley Shipp[image: External link] played the character in the 1990 CBS television series[image: External link] and Grant Gustin currently plays him in the 2014 The CW television series. The character is played by Ezra Miller[image: External link] in the DC Extended Universe[image: External link], beginning with Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] and Suicide Squad[image: External link] in 2016, followed by Justice League[image: External link] in 2017.





TOP
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 Fictional character biography




Barry Allen is a police scientist (his job title was changed to a forensic scientist[image: External link] in The Flash: Iron Heights one-shot) with a reputation for being very slow, and frequently late, which frustrates his fiancee, Iris West, as the result of being absent-minded and his devotion to crime-solving. One night, as he is working late, a lightning bolt shatters a case full of chemicals and spills all over Barry. As a result, Allen finds that he can run extremely fast and has matching reflexes and senses. He dons a set of red tights sporting a lightning bolt (reminiscent of the original Fawcett Comics[image: External link] Captain Marvel[image: External link]), dubs himself the Flash (after his childhood comic book hero, Jay Garrick), and becomes Central City's resident costumed crimefighter.[1] Central City University professor Ira West (Iris' adoptive father) designed Allen's costume and the ring which stores it while Allen is in his civilian identity.[3] The ring can eject the compressed clothing when Allen needs it and suck it back in with the aid of a special gas that shrinks the suit. In addition, Allen invented the cosmic treadmill[image: External link], a device that allowed for precise time travel[image: External link] and was used in many stories. Allen was so well liked that nearly all speedsters that come after him are often compared to him. Batman[image: External link] once said "Barry is the kind of man that I would've hoped to become if my parents had not been murdered."[4]
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 Justice League




As presented in Justice League of America #9, when the Earth is infiltrated by alien[image: External link] warriors sent to conquer the planet, some of the world's greatest heroes join forces, Allen among them. While the superheroes individually defeat most of the invaders, they fall prey to a single alien and only by working together are they able to defeat the warrior. Afterwards, the heroes decide to found the Justice League[image: External link].

During the years, he is depicted as feeling slightly attracted to Black Canary and Zatanna[image: External link], but he never pursues a relationship because he feels his real love is Iris West, whom he ultimately marries. Allen also becomes good friends with Green Lantern (Hal Jordan)[image: External link], which would later be the subject of the limited series Flash and Green Lantern: The Brave and the Bold.

In The Flash # 123—"Flash of Two Worlds[image: External link]"—Allen is transported to Earth-Two[image: External link] where he meets Jay Garrick, the original Flash in DC Continuity; it is revealed that Jay Garrick's adventures were captured in comic book form on Earth-One[image: External link]. This storyline initiated DC's multiverse and was continued in issues of Flash and in team-ups between the Justice League of America of Earth-One and the Justice Society of America[image: External link] of Earth-Two. In the classic story from Flash #179—"The Flash – Fact or Fiction?"—Allen is thrown into the universe eventually called Earth Prime[image: External link], a representation of "our" universe, where he seeks the aid of the Flash comic book's editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] to build a cosmic treadmill[image: External link] so that he can return home. He also gains a sidekick and protégé in Iris' nephew, Wally West, who gains super-speed in an accident similar to that which gave Allen his powers.
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 Tragedy




In time, he married his girlfriend Iris, who learned of his double identity because Allen talked in his sleep. She kept this secret, and he eventually revealed his identity to her of his own free will.[5] Iris was eventually revealed to have been sent as a child from the 30th century and adopted.

In the 1980s, Flash's life begins to collapse. Iris is murdered by Professor Zoom[image: External link] (a supervillain[image: External link] from the 25th century who had long loved her and been jealous of Allen), and when Allen prepares to marry another woman, Zoom tries the same trick again. Allen stops him, killing Zoom in the process by breaking his neck. Unfortunately, when Barry is unable to make an appearance at his own wedding, his fiancée eventually descends into madness.

Placed on trial for murder in connection with Zoom's death, Allen is found guilty by the jury. When he is told by a juror, who is being possessed by a mind from the future, that Reverse Flash (whom Allen knows to be dead) brainwashed the jury into this verdict, Flash flees his trial. The Flash is then attacked by Reverse Flash, and realizes that the answers to this mystery, and restoring his good name, lie in the future, so the juror uses a time device to send them forward. They discover that Abra Kadabra was disguised as Reverse Flash to ruin the Flash's good name. Defeating Kadabra, he retreats to the future to be reunited with Iris, having learned that Iris' spirit was in fact drawn to the 30th century, and given a new body (and was in fact the mind inhabiting the juror). The final issue of The Flash ends with Flash and Iris kissing passionately and the caption "And they lived happily ever after... for a while". There are a few references in the final issue (The Flash #350) to the upcoming events, and Flash's impending death.[1]

In the controversial storyline Identity Crisis[image: External link] (sets within the post-Zero Hour[image: External link] continuity), it is revealed that Barry voted to allow Zatanna[image: External link] to edit Doctor Light[image: External link]'s mind with four of the members of the Justice League six months after Iris's death, essentially lobotomizing him. When Batman discovers what the League was doing, they have his memories edited as well despite the opposition from Green Arrow. Both Doctor Light and Batman would eventually recover from their respective mindwipe, leading Doctor Light to swear vengeance to all heroes and Batman's distrust towards his allies.
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 Crisis on Infinite Earths




Main article: Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]


Following the trial, Allen retires and joins Iris in the 30th century. However, after only a few weeks of happiness, the Crisis on Infinite Earths intervenes, and Allen is captured by the Anti-Monitor[image: External link] and brought to 1985; according to the Anti-Monitor, the Flash was the only being capable of traveling to other universes at will, so the Anti-Monitor could not allow him to stay free. Allen escapes and foils the Anti-Monitor's plan to destroy the Earth with an anti-matter cannon, creating a speed vortex to draw the power in, but dies in the process as the power becomes too much for his body.[1] It has been said that Allen travels back through time and becomes the very same lightning bolt that gives him his powers, but later it is also strongly implied that the soul of Barry resides in the Speed Force, the mystical source and Valhalla open to all dead speedsters, and from which the living ones draw their amazing powers. After Allen's death, Kid Flash Wally West, his nephew and sidekick, takes up the mantle of the Flash.[6]
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 After death




Marv Wolfman[image: External link], scribe for the Crisis on Infinite Earths, has repeatedly stated (first hinted at in his introduction to the original Crisis collected edition hardcover), then fully explained on his website that he left a loophole in the script wherein the Barry Allen Flash could be reintroduced, without a retcon[image: External link], into DC Universe continuity.[7] This loophole would allow a writer to pull Barry out of his desperate run to annihilate the anti-matter cannon. However, Barry would know he must someday finish his death run, and would become more determined to use his speed to help others.

It should also be noted that the way Barry Allen seemed to have "died" in Crisis on Infinite Earths, was that he ran so fast that he was able to stop the Anti-Monitor’s anti-matter cannon from firing by catching the tachyon beam at the heart of the weapon. After this act, according to Secret Origins Annual #2 (1988), Barry Allen turns into a lightning bolt, goes back in time, becoming the lightning bolt that hit his lab, splashing his past-self with chemicals and transforming him into the Flash.[8]

In Deadman: Dead Again, Barry is one of the heroes whose spirit Deadman[image: External link] helps to enter Heaven, and the Green Arrow storyline "Quiver" depicts Barry Allen in Heaven. His spirit, however, seems to still be alive within the Speed Force, along with Max Mercury[image: External link] and other speedsters.
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 Legacy




Iris is pregnant, and she has two children who have super-speed powers, the Tornado Twins[image: External link], who later meet the Legion of Super-Heroes[image: External link]. In the multiversal variant known as Earth-247, each of her children themselves have children with speed-based abilities. One, Jenni Ognats, grows up to become the Legionnaire XS[image: External link], while the other, Bart Allen[image: External link], is born with an accelerated metabolism that rapidly ages him, and is sent back to the 20th century where he is cured by Wally West. He remains there as the superhero Impulse under the tutelage of Max Mercury[image: External link], and later becomes the second Kid Flash as a member of the Teen Titans[image: External link]. One year[image: External link] after the events of Infinite Crisis[image: External link], Bart becomes the fourth Flash until he is abruptly killed by his clone Inertia[image: External link] and the Rogues.[9] Wally then retook the identity of the Flash.[10] Bart would later be resurrected as Kid Flash by the Legion of Super-Heroes[image: External link] in the 31st century to combat Superboy-Prime[image: External link].[11]
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 JLA/Avengers




Barry Allen appears in issue 3 as the Flash in the JLA when the two realities start changing, along with Hal Jordan. When the two teams see their real futures, Barry witnesses his death during Crisis on Infinite Earths as the Grandmaster[image: External link] shows the heroes how reality should be, but nevertheless resolves to help restore the timeline as it is not his place to play God. He talks with Hal Jordan over the similarity of their situation, stating that dying could not be so bad so long as they have left a legacy for others (Wally West and Kyle Rayner[image: External link], in their cases) to fight for what they believe. He helps the team get into Krona[image: External link]'s base by using his running on a treadmill to pass the ship through the dimensional barrier. With the Wasp[image: External link], he is ordered by Captain America[image: External link] to find ways through Krona's defences, and alerts the group to a probably lethal force field. During the final battle, Barry saves Hawkeye[image: External link] from being killed when the Absorbing Man[image: External link] breaks the ground beneath him, but both of them are blasted and apparently killed by Dreamslayer[image: External link]. At the end, it is revealed that Barry got the two of them out alive and at Captain America's suggestion they laid low and because of this, Hawkeye is able to destroy Krona's machine with a TNT arrow while Barry distracts him, then Barry takes the 12 items of power. As a result, reality is restored, Barry disappears and Wally returns.
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 Post-Crisis appearances




Wally West, wracked by grief for the loss of his unborn twins at the hands of Zoom[image: External link], regrets the public knowledge of his identity. Barry appears from somewhere in time—stating that he is from a period shortly before his death—counseling his nephew, and talking the Spectre[image: External link] into granting his wish, erasing all public knowledge of Wally and Barry's identities as the Flash (Although Wally himself also loses his memory of his identity for a time). Barry then disappears, telling his nephew that he will come to his aid three times, on the three most difficult days of his life of which this is the first. In fact, when Zoom enlists the aid of the original Professor Zoom to make Wally relive the loss of his beloved twins, Barry is already there, trying to stop his own Reverse Flash[image: External link]; Zoom apparently retrieved Eobard Thawne from the day that he attempted to kill Fiona Webb, with Barry following his nemesis. For the second time, he helps Wally to undo the damage dealt by Zoom, also allowing Wally to save his twins, and then he returns to his proper time, dragging his Zoom with him and breaking his enemy's neck in his timeline.
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 Infinite Crisis




Main article: Infinite Crisis[image: External link]


In the fourth issue of Infinite Crisis, Barry Allen comes out from the Speed Force, along with Johnny Quick[image: External link] and Max Mercury[image: External link], to help his grandson Bart deal with Superboy-Prime[image: External link], taking the villainous teen with him in the Speed Force. Bart Allen appears wearing Barry Allen's costume in Tokyo near the end of Infinite Crisis #5 to tell the heroes that Superboy-Prime has escaped the Speed Force. Bart again reappears in Infinite Crisis #7 in Barry Allen's costume to combat Superboy-Prime once more.

In Flash: The Fastest Man Alive #6 (2006) (with a portion taking place shortly before Infinite Crisis #5) it is told how Barry spent four years in an alternate Keystone City along with Max Mercury, Johnny Quick, and an alternate Jay Garrick, until he met Bart and Wally West, joining him after the battle against Superboy-Prime. After Superboy escapes, Barry suggests that someone has to absorb the whole Speed Force and cross the dimensional bridge back to Post-Crisis Earth. As Bart volunteers, Barry gives him his suit as a last gift, to keep the Force contained, and stays behind. Wally West did not go because of his wife and kids. Bart says he knows Barry would go if he could, but why Barry Allen could not make the journey himself is not stated.
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 Return




Twenty-three years after his death in Crisis on Infinite Earths, Barry Allen's essence made a return to the present DC Universe proper in DC Universe #0, preceding his full-time return in the pages of writer Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s Final Crisis[image: External link].

DC Universe #0 features an unnamed narrator who initially associates himself with "everything". As the story progresses, he begins to recall his past and association with Justice League[image: External link] members, particularly Hal Jordan[image: External link] and Superman[image: External link]. The lettering in which he speaks to the reader is yellow on backgrounds that are initially black. As the story moves forward, the background slowly begins turning red. In the final pages, the narration boxes feature a yellow lightning bolt. Over time, as he recalls friendships and connections with other people, his mind begins to narrow, remarking "I...know him. I am no longer everything. I am a shaft of light split through a prism". Yet he is still the only one able to see "the shadow falling over everything", in the form of Darkseid[image: External link]. On the final page, the moon appears in front of a red sky, as a yellow lightning bolt strikes diagonally in front of it creating the logo of the Flash, as he remarks "and now I remember". The title of the story is revealed to be "Let There Be Lightning".[12]

A Daily News[image: External link] story released on the same day proclaimed that Barry Allen has returned to life, with issue co-writer Geoff Johns stating, "When the greatest evil comes back to the DC Universe, the greatest hero needed to return."[13]
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 Final Crisis




Main article: Final Crisis[image: External link]


Barry makes his corporeal[image: External link] return in Final Crisis #2. On the second to last page, Jay Garrick and Wally West feel vibrations to which Jay remarks, "but, don't you recognize those vibrations? It can't be... Not after all these years... Not after all this time." On the final page, Barry Allen is seen in hot pursuit of the bullet which kills Orion[image: External link], outrunning the Black Racer and shouting to Jay and Wally to "Run!"[14]

During Final Crisis #3, Jay Garrick speaks to Barry's wife, Iris, and tells her that her husband is truly alive. Meanwhile, Wally and Barry run a few weeks into the future. When they come to rest, Wally asks Barry if it is really him. Lamenting on Orion's death, which he was unable to stop, Barry wonders why he is now alive after being dead for so long. It is then that Barry and Wally are confronted by Wonder Woman[image: External link], Batwoman[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], and Giganta[image: External link], who have all been transformed into the new Female Furies[image: External link] following the release of the Anti-Life Equation[image: External link].[15]

Despite the fact that this new version of the Female Furies is equipped with the ability to track down speedsters, perceived by Libra[image: External link] and Darkseid as the only obstacle left between them and world domination, Barry's expertise allows him to overcome their foes and run through the ruined Earth.

Barry stops to see his wife Iris and save her from the slavery of the Anti-Life Equation[image: External link]. Seeing his wife again for the first time in years, Barry is overcome with emotion and gives his brainwashed wife a deep kiss. While kissing her, the Speed Force sparkles out of his body, enveloping Iris and freeing her from the Equation. The Allens and Wally West are left to fend in a conquered world.[16] In the seventh and final issue of Final Crisis, Barry and Wally lead the Black Racer to Darkseid[image: External link], dealing the cosmic tyrant a blow that, coupled with Batman[image: External link] shooting him in the shoulder with the god-bullet, would facilitate his ultimate defeat.[17]
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Main article: The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link]


In 2009, writer Geoff Johns and artist Ethan Van Sciver[image: External link] created The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link], a 6-issue miniseries bringing Barry Allen back to a leading role in the DC Universe as the Flash, much in the same vein as Green Lantern: Rebirth[image: External link]. When asked what Flashes would appear in the series, Johns and Van Sciver said, "All of them."

The series begins with the cities of Central and Keystone celebrating the return of, "Central City's Flash", Wonder Woman[image: External link] having used her government contacts to create the story that Barry was in witness protection to account for his resurrection. Avoiding the parades, parties, and other celebrations of his return, Barry instead contemplates why he is alive again. A visit to the Flash Museum[image: External link] and from his friend Hal Jordan[image: External link] is not enough to put his mind at ease as he runs off as the Flash. "I can't be late," he says. When asked by Hal late for what, Flash replies, "For whatever the rest of the world needs me for."

It is then revealed that Flash's mother was murdered when he was a child, and his father was arrested for the crime (this is pointedly contrary to previous Flash stories, in which both his parents appear alive). Flash describes this as "the only one open case I left behind." Before he can contemplate this any further, the speedster villain Savitar escapes the Speed Force through Flash. When Flash manages to put his hand on Savitar's shoulder, the villain screams in agony and crumbles into dust, not before telling Flash, "...You were the beginning, Allen...and you're the end." At that moment, Wally West, West's children Iris and Jai, Liberty Belle, Jay Garrick, and Kid Flash[image: External link] all experience painful convulsions and are engulfed in lightning.[18]

Barry's conflict with the speed cult[clarification needed[image: External link]] culminates in the death of their new leader who was attempting to avenge Savitar's death. It causes pain once again to all the speedsters, though Wally West manages to catch a glimpse of Allen directly afterwards, and sees him as the new Black Flash.[19] When he realizes that his presence could damage or kill other innocents, Barry flees back into the Speed Force, where he encounters old friends Johnny Quick[image: External link] and Max Mercury[image: External link]. Max attempts to tell Allen that his becoming the Black Flash is not his fault. When Max and Barry are pulled into another pocket of the Speed Force, the real culprit reveals himself: Professor Zoom[image: External link].[20]

Zoom reveals his plan: after Barry briefly aided Kid Flash against Superboy-Prime during the Infinite Crisis[image: External link], Thawne was able to send a subliminal pulse into the Speed Force to draw back what was left of Barry's self-awareness. This led to the hero's reappearance during the Final Crisis[image: External link]. Afterward, Zoom transformed himself into "a new kind of speedster and created his negative Speed Force to contaminate Barry and the other heroic speedsters. Before Barry can fight any further, Zoom fades away. Wally enters the Speed Force to retrieve his uncle, and after venturing deeper into the Speed Force, Max reveals to Barry that it was Allen himself who created the Speed Force. Meanwhile, Wally manages to reach Barry and Max, and the three begin their escape. As the heroic speedsters are recharged with energy, Barry, Wally, Jay, Max, and Bart charge towards Zoom.[21]

The seven speedsters (the 5 men plus Jesse Chambers and Iris West-Park) battle against Zoom, and despite being outnumbered, Zoom pulls Barry away. He reveals that everything horrible that happened to Barry, including the murder of Barry's mother, was caused by Zoom. Zoom then decides to destroy everything by killing Barry's wife, Iris, before they met.[22]

Barry chases after Zoom, and is joined by Wally, who tells Barry to push as hard as he can to break the time barrier. They reach Thawne, becoming the lightning bolt that turns Barry into the Flash as they are able to stop Zoom from killing Iris. As the two Flashes push Zoom back through time to the present, they see that the Justice League, the Justice Society, and the Outsiders have built a device specifically for Thawne. Barry tosses him in and activates the device, severing his connection to the negative Speed Force. The Flashes tie Zoom up to stop him from running. With the threat ended, everyone celebrates by welcoming Barry back and the speedsters in general. Later, Barry closes the case on his mother's death and opts to take all the other cold cases they had after his death. Barry spends some time with Iris before racing to Washington to celebrate his return with the Justice League, apologizing for being late.[23]
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Main article: Blackest Night[image: External link]


Barry Allen is one of the main characters in Blackest Night alongside Hal Jordan. Allen appears alongside Jordan in the Free Comic Book Day[image: External link] issue Blackest Night #0 that acts as a prologue to the July company crossover.

At the grave of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] in Gotham City[image: External link], Hal and Barry reflect on Batman's death and how the hero community is avoiding linking Wayne and Batman.

This reflection turns to the pair looking at their own deaths, comparing the sadness that Barry's death engendered in others while Hal's death produced anger. Hal sums it up by telling Barry, "I died a sinner. You died a saint." (though he admits he's not and reflecting of his past sins.) The conversation moves on to the world becoming "more dangerous" after Barry's death and observing that the deaths of Arthur Curry[image: External link] and Martian Manhunter cost the Justice League[image: External link] its "heart and soul". As they leave the cemetery, Barry expresses hope that their dead comrades will be returned to them. He specifically cites Batman noting, "If there's an escape, you can bet Batman's already planning it."[24]

Barry also appears alongside Hal in the July issues of Green Lantern tying into the event. Recently, in a fight with Black Lantern[image: External link] J'onn J'onzz[image: External link], he found a mysterious black residue at Bruce Wayne's grave—a black form coagulating much like blood that started corrupting him by partly decaying his skin and muscle during the fight against his former friend, who is intent on killing both Hal and Barry, seeing how they both died, and in the eyes of the Black Lanterns, must return to that state to keep the universe in balance.[25][26]

After fighting off the undead Martian and the subsequent Black Lanterns with Hal and the arriving Atom, Mera[image: External link], Firestorm, and two of the Indigo Tribe[image: External link] members, Barry, along with Wally and Bart, races across the globe to warn every superhero community across the planet.[27] His message also inadvertently warns the Rogues. They all realize that their deceased members would come after them and decide to strike first at Iron Heights Penitentiary, unaware that the undead Rogues are ready for them. While doing so, Barry meets a Black Lantern version of Professor Zoom for a brief battle. Barry decides to go to Gorilla City to seek aid from its ruler Solovar, unaware the gorilla leader had been killed years before. Finding the city attacked, Barry assumed Grodd had struck only to be horrified to learn Solovar was now a Black Lantern. Their fight was shortened by Barry racing to Coast City[image: External link].[28]

He stops at the city's memorial, where he witnesses the arrival of the Black Lanterns' demonic lord, Nekron[image: External link], and his disciples Scar[image: External link] and Black Hand[image: External link].[29] The Justice League, the Titans[image: External link], Wally, and Bart arrive to aid Barry to take a stand against Nekron. Nekron reveals however that all the resurrected heroes are tied to him, because he allowed them to rise again. As such they belong to him. Nekron then used a series of black rings to turn Superman,Wonder Woman, Troia, Green Arrow, Bart, and several other resurrected heroes into Black Lanterns. Barry and Hal find themselves being targeted by black rings and are forced to flee or risk joining the others as Black Lanterns.[30] Barry manages to save himself and Hal through time travel two seconds forward, leaving the rings with no present targets. As Barry and Hal rejoin the heroes against Nekron and his army, Ganthet[image: External link], one of the Guardians of the Universe[image: External link] and a leader of the Blue Lantern Corps[image: External link], summons a blue power ring and Barry is chosen as a Blue Lantern so he would be more effective during the battle.[31]

After being chosen as a Blue Lantern, Barry joins forces with the veteran Blue Corps member Saint Walker to continue battling the Black Lanterns alongside the understanding of the potentials and limitations of his new power ring. During the battle, Barry is forced to fight his own grandson, who his ring detects is still alive but would eventually die if not free from the black ring soon. Barry is shown to be skilled with his ring in creating energy constructs based on his imagination and an ability of flight (possibly because of the understanding with Hal's ring), as he is able to create images of Bart as Impulse and Kid Flash against him in order to make him feel again. Barry's plan almost works as Bart reacts to the images of his past and the constructs begin to attempt to take the black ring from him, but later is interrupted by the Black Lantern Professor Zoom and Solovar. Wally and Walker later join Barry to fight against them.[32] Barry and Bart temporarily joined the White Lantern Corps[image: External link] during the final events of Blackest Night.[33]
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Main article: The Flash (comic book)#Volume 3 (2010–2011)[image: External link]


The new Flash series begins after the completion of Blackest Night[image: External link] and the beginning of Brightest Day[image: External link]. After the events of The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link], Barry Allen is reintegrating himself into life in Central City. Under the cover of having been in witness protection[image: External link], Allen returns to the Central City Police Department's crime lab and returns to the streets as the Flash. While readjusting to life as the Flash, a man appears out of thin air in the costume of Flash rogue the Mirror Master, and promptly dies on the street.

When Barry arrives on the scene to investigate, he sees the man is neither original Mirror Master Sam Scudder, or the current Rogue, Evan McCulloch. Hearing of another portal appearing, Barry transforms into the Flash and runs to investigate. When he arrives, a group of people in costumes similar to the Rogues, called The Renegades[image: External link] appear and tell Barry that they are from the 25th century, and that he is under arrest for murdering the "Mirror Monarch". Barry tells the crew that he has not killed anyone, to which their leader, "Commander Cold", tells him, "Not yet. But you will."[34]

After a brief struggle, where Weather Warlock's time disc was damaged, the Renegades were forced back to the 25th century, which also caused the destruction of an apartment building due to their uncontrolled jump back. Barry saves everyone in the building, even rebuilding the building in minutes, and goes on to search for the true killer of Mirror Monarch. He is attacked again by the Renegades, but only before Captain Boomerang shows up, now wielding explosive energy boomerangs. Boomerang fights both the Flash and the Renegades, and a confused Top (one of the Renegades from the 25th century) questions his teammates on whether or not Barry Allen is the man they are looking for, pointing out that in their timeline, Boomerang never showed up.

The Renegades finally corner Captain Boomerang when the Rogues arrive with a giant mirror left by the previous Mirror Master that says "In Case The Flash Returns Break Glass". An all out brawl ensues as the Rogues battle the Renegades. Meanwhile, Flash is confronted by Top who warns him that the reason he will eventually kill Mirror Monarch is because of Iris's death, which he claims will be caused when the giant mirror breaks, releasing the Mirror Lords. Top tells Barry that one of the Mirror Lords will possess Iris and take her away from him. Barry races to stop the mirror from breaking, with Top at his side. However, when the White Lantern entity reaches out to Captain Boomerang, telling him to "Throw the Boomerang", Boomerang responds by throwing dozens of boomerangs in every direction. One of them hits the glass and it begins to break. Top tells Flash to stop the Mirror Lords, while he goes and protects Iris. Flash questions does not make sense, but Top throws him into the mirror and flees.

In the mirror, Flash is exposed to strange visions of his mother. Outside, the Rogue Mirror Master tells the others that the mirror is actually a slow acting poison and they flee. Barry escapes the mirror confused and asks, "Where are the Mirror Lords?" He is then arrested by the Renegades, who realize that this was all a setup by Top to frame the Flash for his own personal gains. Barry is transported to a 25th-century court, while Top confronts Iris.

The story concludes with Barry escaping the 25th century court and going after Top. Top reveals that the reason for all of his crimes is because Barry reopened a previously closed case. Barry felt that the person convicted was actually innocent. The person who is actually guilty of the crime is one of Top's ancestors. Top reveals that they do not allow anyone in the Renegades who has any ancestors with a criminal record. The Flash is able to beat Top, and convict the right man for murder, letting go the innocent man who was sent to prison. Afterward, the 25th century court and the Renegades go over the facts, realizing that the Flash was right and that their entire record of history is wrong. This alludes to the upcoming Flash event, Flashpoint[image: External link]. Meanwhile, a man on a Speed Force-powered motorcycle (later revealed to be a Speed Force police officer under the name of Hot Pursuit)[35] moves through the desert and says that if Barry does not find the flashpoint, it will destroy the world. As he continues through the desert, Speed Force lightning strikes in the distance.

In a Green Lantern storyline, Barry becomes the latest host for the embodiment of fear, Parallax[image: External link], after he joins Hal Jordan's quest of locating all of the entities who each represent aspects of the power of the emotional spectrum[image: External link]. Barry was susceptible to the entity's attacks due to his fear for Jordan's safety.[36] Barry is eventually freed after the embodiment of compassion, Proselyte, helps him remember his capability for benevolence over his fear.

DC has also announced via the Flashpoint Friday Blog that Flash #12 will be the last in the series despite a thirteenth issue originally having been announced for sale on May 25, 2011, but which has since been withdrawn.
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Main article: Flashpoint (comics)


As the story begins, Barry Allen wakes up in his office and discovers that his mother is alive, with no trace of Superman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link] and Aquaman[image: External link] leading their respective nations in a war, his wife Iris West is unmarried and himself currently powerless. Barry seeks the aid of Batman[image: External link], driving to Gotham City and entering a run-down Wayne Manor. He explores what turns out to be a small Batcave until he is attacked by Batman. Barry tries to explain who he is by saying he knows Batman is Bruce Wayne, only to find that in this reality, Batman is Thomas Wayne[image: External link].[37] While Barry is being beat up by Batman, he explains about his secret identity as the Flash and his relation to Bruce Wayne. Barry's memories spontaneously change and he realizes that the world of Flashpoint is not an alternate dimension, but his own. Barry uses his ring, which he uses to contain his Flash outfit, but the ring instead ejects Professor Zoom[image: External link]'s costume. Barry tells Batman that Zoom is taunting him with it. Barry explains that both he and Zoom have the ability to alter time, leading Batman to ask him about how Bruce was to have lived in his place and if he can really change the world. Barry states that he needs his speed first. Later, Barry and Batman create an electric chair-like device to try and recreate the accident that gave him his speed; however, the first attempt meets with failure, leaving Barry severely burned.[38]

Barry awakes on an operating table in the Batcave and is covered in bandages and third degree burns. Despite Thomas' advice, Barry sits back down in the electric chair device. When lightning strikes a second time, Barry's super-speed returns, and he then saves the Batman from being impaled on a fence. Barry's injuries are healing rapidly due to his speed-enhanced regeneration. He also makes a new copy of his Flash costume. The Flash researches the incarnations of heroes of the DC timeline, believing that Zoom deliberately changed their lives to prevent the Flash from creating a Justice League, and learns of a rocket that crashed into Metropolis which carried the infant Superman, who instead of being raised in Kansas was taken in by the government. They then contact Cyborg[image: External link] for his help in sneaking into the government bunker of "Project: Superman" that is 'raising' Superman after his rocket destroyed Metropolis upon its arrival, only to be disappointed at Superman's frail appearance. They head towards Project: Superman's underground base via the sewer. The group comes across a giant vault door bearing the Superman logo. After they open the door, the three see a pale, weakened Kal-El. Despite his appearance, Barry says that no matter what, Superman will always be a good person. When the arrival of guards forces them to escape, Superman's powers begin to manifest and he flies off leaving them at the hands of the guards.[39]

While they fend off the guards, they are rescued by Element Woman. Barry's memories begin to change much more drastically, altering his past. He states that he is running out of time and soon he will not be able to restore the timeline to normal. After Barry is recovering, he asks the heroes to stop the Atlantean/Amazon war from creating more casualties, although the heroes are not willing to unless Batman wants to join them. Cyborg explains to him that they believe Batman was invincible. However, Barry convinces him that no one is invincible; the Marvel Family[image: External link] and Batman agree to join him. The heroes arrive at New Themyscira to stop the Atlantean/Amazon war, and appear to be winning until Enchantress[image: External link] reveals herself as the Amazon spy and uses her magic to separate the Marvel Family and restore them to their mortal forms. Penthesilea kills Billy Batson just as Professor Zoom reveals himself to Barry.[40] Professor Zoom reveals to him that the "Flashpoint" timeline was actually created by Barry himself, after he traveled back in time to stop Zoom from killing his mother, but the timeline diverted into the near-apocalyptic world they find themselves in. He continues to taunt Barry with this knowledge, but is suddenly stabbed in the back by Batman wielding an Amazonian sword. Before Barry returns the timeline to normal, Batman thanks him for all he's done and gives him a letter addressed to his son. After this, Barry bids a farewell to his mother, knowing he must travel back in time to stop his younger self from altering time. Through the fusions of the time stream, Barry seemingly hears a voice[image: External link] explaining that the three timelines and worlds, need to become one again and would need his help to do this. After the ordeals, he visits the real Bruce Wayne and gives him the letter from his alternate father. Bruce is grateful to Barry of informing him of the events of the "Flashpoint" before the timeline was apparently returned to normal.[41]
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DC Comics relaunched The Flash with issue #1 in September 2011, with writing and art chores handled by Francis Manapul[image: External link] and Brian Buccellato as part of DC's company-wide title relaunch, The New 52[image: External link].[42][43] As with all of the books associated with the DC relaunch, Barry Allen appears to be about five years younger than the previous incarnation of the character. He gains his powers after getting frustrated and throwing a small machine at the window of his lab. The machine broke through the window, leaving a hole big enough for a bolt of lightning to charge through the hole and strike him.

In the second issue of the new Justice League[image: External link] title (the first released comic series of the New 52 initiative and "opening shot" of the new DC Universe), Flash is called to assist Green Lantern[image: External link] and Batman[image: External link] in wrangling an out-of-control Superman[image: External link], and later assists with the pursuit of an alien, revealed to be an agent of Darkseid[image: External link].[44] In this new continuity, Barry's marriage to Iris West never took place, and he is instead in a relationship with longtime co-worker Patty Spivot. In this new series, the Flash draws deeper into the Speed Force, enhancing his mental abilities while still trying to get a full grasp on his powers, which he does not yet exert total control over.

As revealed in issue #0 of the current series, Barry Allen's father was placed in prison for the murder of his mother. The murder occurred shortly after Barry returned victorious from a school spelling bee, and Barry placed the trophy he won on his mother's grave in her memory. While the evidence seems to indicate his father's guilt, Barry makes proving his father's innocence a priority.

Barry is also part of the main cast of the relaunched Justice League series, making his debut in the series' second issue. Following Convergence, Barry has a new suit in issue #41, which has a darker shade and features more streaks.
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During DC Rebirth[image: External link], Barry is no longer the only Flash. It is revealed that Wally West has been lost in the Speed Force for ten years, realizing during this time that Barry is not responsible of changing the timeline after the Flashpoint crisis, the unknown entity[image: External link] used Barry's time travelling as an opportunity to fundamentally alter reality. The fallout of the recent Darkseid War allowed Wally to try and reach out to his former friends in the hopes of either returning or warning them of the truth, but each attempt caused him to fall further into the Speed Force. After realizing not even Linda (his traditional "lightning rod") could remember him, Wally sank into desolation and chose to appear before Barry one last time to thank him for the life he had given him. Just before Wally disappeared, Barry remembered him and dragged him free of the Speed Force. Following a tearful reunion, Wally gave Barry his warning of the true source of the universal change and the dangers to come. Because of Wally, Barry is now aware that the timeline is not reset correctly after Flashpoint and thus another alternate timeline. However, he still cannot remember his pre-Flashpoint life, such as people like Jay Garrick, and remembers Wally from their new DC Rebirth timeline history. Despite being informed by Wally that another party is responsible, Barry remains in guilt over his mistakes, and seeks to find and stop them in hopes of making amends.[45] Although the two decide to keep Wally's return secret from Iris based on Wally's own experience with Linda, Barry encourages him to return to the Teen Titans, but also recommends that he don a new costume to reflect that he is the Flash rather than 'Kid Flash'. While Wally considers his options, Barry visits Batman to discuss the new evidence of some outside force attacking them, musing on how personal this assault appears, but despite the potential danger, Batman and Barry agree to keep their investigation to themselves until they know what they are up against.[46]
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Barry Allen has the ability to run at super-human velocities. He was at times during the Silver Age[image: External link] described as faster than the speed of thought[image: External link]. Flash #150, "straining every muscle", he ran at ten times the speed of light.[47] However, when he pushed himself further (during the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]) he appeared to waste away as he was converted into pure energy, traveled back in time, and was revealed in Secret Origins Annual #2 to be the very bolt of lightning that gave him his powers.[48] This was later retconned[image: External link] in The Flash: Rebirth #1, where Barry stated that he "ran into the Speed Force", and that, "When he stopped the Anti-Monitor[image: External link], when [he] ran into the 'Speed Force' and joined it, it was like shedding [his] identity."[18] Allen possesses abilities that original Flash Jay Garrick has not always been able to duplicate, and most notably the ability to "vibrate" in such a way as to pass through solid matter. Allen regularly engaged in time travel[image: External link] by using his Cosmic Treadmill device. His speed also allows him, in certain circumstances, to "vibrate" between dimensions[image: External link]. In Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s Final Crisis[image: External link], using the Speed Force, Allen was able to undo the effects of the Anti-Life Equation[image: External link] upon an individual: an ability he used on his wife Iris to free her from the bondage of Darkseid[image: External link]'s mind control.[16]

Barry's speed has numerous secondary applications. Barry is able to absorb people's Speed When drained of his Speed by Daniel West, Barry was able to absorb it back. He can use his Super Speed to generate cyclones by spinning his arms quickly, and in some depictions he can even channel the electric energy generated by the Speed Force into arcs of lightning. Barry is also immune to telepathic attacks and control as he can shift his thoughts at a speed faster than normal thought. Through "speed-reading", he can absorb large amounts of information into his short-term memory[image: External link], which remain in his mind just long enough for him to make use of it. Using this technique, Barry was able to learn enough about building work to rebuild a destroyed apartment building.[49] Other aspects of Barry's powers include an enhanced metabolism and faster-than-normal healing from injuries. In the New 52 Barry learned that his body is using the speed force to its full extent but his brain is not. With the help of Dr. Elias he was able to learn how to use the Speed Force to process more information, and make even quicker decisions, to the point where he feels like he can see everything before it happens.[50] In terms of DC's internal lexicon, Barry is classified as a metahuman: a human being who possesses extranormal abilities either through birth or (as in Barry's case) as the result of some external event.[51][52]
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Main article: Rogues (comics)


The Flash has acquired a colorful rogues gallery of villains. Their number includes (but is not limited to) several who formed a loose association and refer to themselves as the Rogues, disdaining the use of the term " supervillain[image: External link]" or "super-criminal". These criminals typically have unusually modest goals for their power level (robbery or other petty crimes), and each have adopted a specific theme in his or her equipment and methods.
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 Other versions





	Barry Allen is a supporting character in Frank Miller[image: External link]'s The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link]. He has been kept by Lex Luthor[image: External link] as a power source for most of the East Coast, constantly running on a treadmill to provide cheap electrical power or else Iris will be executed. After being rescued, Barry wears a black version of his original Flash costume which Batman's young assistants deemed as "old"—"Kids, these days, can't tell the difference between just plain old and classic", he mutters. He then aids Batman[image: External link] and other heroes in restoring order, though they clash when Barry wants to save people in danger while Batman is prepared to let them die for the sake of his long-term strategy.

	Barry Allen appears in JLA: Age of Wonder[image: External link] as a scientist working with Superman[image: External link] and a consortium of early twentieth-century scientists such as Thomas Edison[image: External link] and Nikola Tesla[image: External link]. His uniform incorporates the Silver Age[image: External link] look with the Mercury[image: External link]-style helmet worn by Jay Garrick.

	In League of Justice, a Lord of the Rings[image: External link]-type story, Barry is recast as "Phaeton", who wears a mystical brooch resembling Flash's lightning-bolt chest emblem, and has bathed in dragon's blood in order to protect himself from speed friction.

	In Batman: Holy Terror[image: External link], Barry is one of a number of metahumans imprisoned by a theocratic[image: External link] state, discovered and released by Batman during a raid on the government. He then shows Batman some of the attempts to recreate his powers in others, ranging from a man who cannot control his ability to vibrate to a woman whose brain operates at lightspeed while her body is still at normal speed or a man rapidly aging to death. While Barry and Batman are able to defeat the brainwashed Zatanna[image: External link], Barry is then killed when his captor reveals that his research has included discovering how to deactivate the aura that protects Barry from being destroyed by the friction he generates while running.

	A version of Barry Allen aka Hot Pursuit appeared in the lead into Flashpoint.[53] Little is known about the exact origins of Hot Pursuit, or how he came to be. The only thing known is the fact that he is a version of Barry Allen from the future, who goes back in time to warn himself about the upcoming events of Flashpoint. Hot Pursuit's history is assumed to be the same as Barry Allen's up until the single point in time, where a great anomaly altered the reality of the future all together. The unknown event that made Barry Allen don the role of Hot Pursuit is the same event he travels back in time to warn himself about, as well as the event that causes Flashpoint. With Flashpoint's widespread time-altering effects, it is possible that Barry Allen lost his connection to the Speed Force, thus needing the cosmic motorcycle Hot Pursuit is seen riding to access the Speed Force and travel back in time. This motorcycle also needs to be charged constantly with mass amounts of electricity in order for it to continue to be able to access the Speed Force, thus it is unable to naturally access the Speed Force like Barry Allen or the rest of the Flash Family.[54]





	A story in the Marvel[image: External link] comic book series Quasar[image: External link], written four years after Crisis on Infinite Earths, has the Marvel Universe[image: External link] speedsters facing off in a competition set up by a being called the Runner[image: External link]. The contest is a race from the Earth to the Moon. During the race, a surge of energy hits the track, leaving a being with blonde hair and dressed in the remains of a red outfit with yellow boots. This being has no memory, but an enormous desire to run. He goes on to win the race, passing Marvel speedsters such as Quicksilver[image: External link] and Speed Demon[image: External link] in the process. When asked what his name is, the man replies, "I'm not sure. "Buried Alien"... Something like that." When asked how it felt to be the fastest man alive, he replied, "It feels... right."[55] The racer goes on to take the name Fast-Forward, disappearing into the universe in an attempt to help Makkari[image: External link], who is stuck at hyper speed.[56]


	In the Elseworlds tale Superman & Batman: Generations[image: External link], Barry's life is still the same, but heroes age in real time. This reality shows no sign of the Crisis ever happening, so an elderly Barry is seen to be alive and well in 2008.

	The Elseworlds story Flashpoint shows an alternate reality where Barry Allen becomes the Flash in 1956, the year he first appeared in comics. He is more involved in government affairs. By 1963, he has ended the Cold War[image: External link] and pushed the communists[image: External link] out of Vietnam[image: External link]. However, his career is cut short as he takes a bullet aimed at John F. Kennedy[image: External link]. He is paralyzed from the neck down, but he still has the fastest mind on Earth and forms Allen Industries. By 1988, he and Vandal Savage's Immortality, Inc. have begun an exploration of Mars[image: External link]. In 1998, Wally West leads an expedition to Mars, during which he finds the flashpoint, an object which killed all life on Mars. Savage reveals he is the one who shot Allen. Barry makes contact with Wally, who is going on a super speed rampage. Barry is cured and defeats Savage. He then enters the flashpoint, going into the Speed Force.

	In The Flash[image: External link] Annual #7, an alternate universe is shown where shortly after Wally West became Kid Flash, he became a superstar celebrity. However, Barry was tragically killed while battling Captain Cold. Ten years later, Wally is now a paraplegic and Captain Cold has written a supposedly "true" story about Barry that paints him as arrogant and incompetent. Wally decides to make a movie about his mentor that portrays the genuine Barry Allen. The resulting film is a success.

	Recently the Barry Allen of Earth-51[image: External link], where secret identities[image: External link] are no longer needed by superheroes, is seen alive. He is subsequently killed by the Monitor[image: External link] of New Earth.

	In JLA: The Nail[image: External link] a version of Barry Allen is a member of a Justice League where Superman did not become a hero and join the team until much later. In lieu of Superboy's adventures with the Legion of Super-Heroes, the Flash visited the 30th Century instead. Barry Allen of The Nail is almost identical to the pre-Crisis Earth-1 version, except that his costume resembles Wally's. His most prominent scene in the story is a confrontation with Amazo[image: External link] where he manages to defeat the android by turning intangible and removing his computerized brain before Amazo can process and mimic that attack.

	In the prequel comic to Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] Barry joins Superman's Regime in a more forceful approach to saving the world from crime. However, Barry remains one of the few (alongside Shazam) to maintain some sense of morality, as he is more prone to questioning some of Superman's more drastic actions in the Year One series. Though Batman tries to convince Barry of the Regime's negative influence, he chooses to stay with them, though still tries to convince Superman his more drastic actions will not go down well. In the game, Barry finally defects from the Regime after Superman murders Shazam for questioning his ethics. He joins the Insurgency and plays a critical role in stopping Superman's dictatorship. While he and the other Regime members are arrested, he is pardoned thanks to Batman vouching for him and given a job at Luthor/Wayne climate research. His superior, Doctor Randall, convinces Barry to become the Flash again to aid the heroes in stopping Brainiac's invasion.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In other media




Main article: Flash in other media[image: External link]
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 Film




Ezra Miller[image: External link] portrays Barry Allen / The Flash in the DC Extended Universe[image: External link].


	Barry makes his debut in the 2016 film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] where he appears in both Bruce Wayne's vision and a sequence of footage that Lex Luthor[image: External link] secretly possessed.[57]


	Miller reprises his role in Suicide Squad[image: External link], in a flashback where he is shown apprehending Captain Boomerang.[58]


	Miller is set to reprise his role as The Flash in his own standalone film and the Justice League[image: External link] films (2019 & 2017 respectively).[59]
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 Animation





	Barry Allen appears in the animated film adaptation of a Darwyn Cooke graphic novel[image: External link] entitled Justice League: The New Frontier[image: External link], voiced by Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears in animated film Justice League: Trapped In Time.

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Justice League: Doom[image: External link], voiced by Michael Rosenbaum[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Lego Batman: The Movie - DC Super Heroes Unite[image: External link], an adaptation of the video game of the same name[image: External link], with Charlie Schlatter reprising his role.

	Barry Allen appears in The Lego Movie[image: External link]. He appears as a Master Builder that assisted Metal Beard in his earlier invasion on the Octan Tower which led to his capture. By the end of the movie, he is seen with his fellow DC superheroes celebrating Emmet Brickowski's victory over the Kragle.

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox[image: External link], voiced by Justin Chambers[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Justice League: War[image: External link], voiced by Christopher Gorham[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Justice League: Throne of Atlantis[image: External link], with Christopher Gorham reprising his role.

	Barry Allen appears in the animated film Justice League vs. Teen Titans[image: External link], with Christopher Gorham reprising his role.[60]


	Barry Allen appears in DC Super Hero Girls: Super Hero High[image: External link] as a student at Super Hero High. He is voiced by Josh Keaton[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears in The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link], voiced by Adam DeVine[image: External link]. He appears as a member of the Justice League and was seen at Superman's party which Superman forgot to invite Batman to.
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 Television
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	He had small adventures in the rotating series of superheroes cartoons included in The Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link], with Kid Flash[image: External link]. He also was a founding member of the Justice League of America along with Superman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], Hawkman, and the Atom[image: External link].

	He also appeared in Super Friends[image: External link] to help fellow Justice Leaguer Superman. JLA members Flash, Green Lantern[image: External link], and Batman[image: External link] eventually joined forces with Superman and the rest of the Super Friends[image: External link] in Super Friends[image: External link], The All-New Super Friends Hour[image: External link], Challenge of the Super Friends[image: External link], Super Friends[image: External link], and The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link] where he was an important member of the superteam.

	Barry Allen never officially appears in the DCAU series of animated projects by Bruce Timm[image: External link] and Paul Dini[image: External link]. However he is referenced and mentioned in several episodes. A police detective in the Justice League[image: External link] episode "The Brave and the Bold" has a passing resemblance to Barry Allen, acting as the "good cop" during the Flash's interrogation.[61] In the Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] episode "Flash and Substance", the Wally West Flash mentions his uncle "flying in" to attend the dedication of a Flash Museum. There is also another character in the same episode who is Wally's teacher at the forensic lab and bears a resemblance to Barry. Although the series' Flash is Wally West in name and likeness, he has many of Barry Allen's story elements, such as his origin, job, city, foes, and status as being the first scarlet speedster and co-founding the Justice League. In part 1 of the episode "The Brave and the Bold" when the Flash goes into a comatose state he has some strange dreams; in one he has gained so much weight that he is too fat to run, a homage to the Silver Age issue of The Flash #115, and in another he has a giant head, a nod to another Silver Age comic, The Flash #177.

	He made a cameo appearance in "The Joining, Part Two[image: External link]", the season 4 finale of The Batman[image: External link]. He also appeared in the season 5 episode "A Mirror Darkly", portrayed by voice actor Charlie Schlatter[image: External link], who reprised his role as the Flash from Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link]. Producer Alan Burnett said that while Flash had no distinct identity in the episodes, he considered this particular Flash to be Barry Allen.[62]


	Barry Allen is featured in Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], voiced by Alan Tudyk[image: External link]. In "Sidekicks Assemble!", he made a cameo with the other Justice League members when an asteroid threatens Earth. In "Requiem for a Scarlet Speedster!", he was thought dead when he was pursuing Professor Zoom, only to be found in another time period which Zoom had conquered. With help from Jay Garrick, Kid Flash (Wally West), and Batman, he defeats Zoom and returns to his original time period. In a clip of "four star spectacular!", he saves Batman from Captain Boomerang, and tells him about an encounter he just had with Mirror Master and Abra Kadabra along the way.

	Barry Allen appears in the Young Justice[image: External link] animated series as a member of the JLA and Kid Flash's mentor.[63] He is voiced by George Eads[image: External link] and later by James Arnold Taylor[image: External link] in "Endgame".[64] He is shown wearing Wally's costume rather than his original Silver Age outfit.[65] Issue #5 of the show's tie-in comic book reveals that rather than gaining his powers from a freak accident, Barry deliberately recreated the lab explosion that gave Jay Garrick his speed abilities back in the 1940s.[66] Barry's death in Crisis on Infinite Earths is adapted and substituted with Wally's for the series' finale of the series, as the three Flashes band together to deactivate a Reach[image: External link] device. Wally dies in a manner reminiscent of Barry's death battling the Anti-Monitor, and is referred to as casualty of an averted "crisis".

	Grant Gustin reprises his role from The CW's television series The Flash in the web series spin-off Vixen.[67]


	Barry Allen appears in Justice League Action[image: External link] with Charlie Schlatter[image: External link] reprising his role.
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 Live-action





	Actor Rod Haase appeared as Barry Allen's Flash in 1979's two-part special, Legends of the Superheroes[image: External link].[68]


	The unsuccessful 1997 Justice League of America[image: External link] pilot featured actor Kenny Johnston as a 20-something, unemployed, Barry Allen.




	Barry Allen was the Flash in the 1990s Flash[image: External link] live-action TV series, although this character incorporated elements of Wally's social life, as well as previously non-existent characters such as a brother and nephew. He was played by John Wesley Shipp[image: External link]. This version of the Flash reaches maximum speed upon breaking the sound barrier[image: External link], at which point he has to stop to rest. CBS originally wanted to cast Jack Coleman[image: External link], who declined the role to pursue a career in Broadway.[69] As a police forensic scientist, Barry was working in the crime lab at the Central City Police Department headquarters when a lightning bolt struck his lab, dousing him in a combination of electricity and chemicals nearby. He discovered the accident gave him superhuman speed. With the help of S.T.A.R. Labs scientist Dr. Christina McGee, Barry learned how to control his powers with the help of a special prototype deep-sea diving suit. When Barry's older brother and police colleague Jay Allen was murdered by gang leader and Jay's former police partner Nicholas Pike, Barry wore a masked version of the suit and called himself the Flash. After capturing Pike, Barry sees his potentials of accomplishing some differences with his powers in a crime-ridden Central City, and started helping to bring other criminals to justice and provide hope to people as a masked superhero. This version of Flash was seen in an episode of The Flash (2014) as Barry, Dr. Harrison Wells, and Cisco Ramon travel through the multiverse, implying that this Flash lives in a separate universe in the Arrowverse and a parallel universe counterpart of Arrowverse's Barry's father Henry Allen.

	The fifth episode of season 4 of Smallville[image: External link], entitled "Run", featured speedster Bart Allen (Impulse). He is portrayed as a self-centered teenager who uses his powers for personal gain, although by the end of the episode, he was showing signs of changing his ways. Bart also carries around identification of Jay Garrick, Barry Allen and Wally West, the three Flashes in the main DC Universe. After an appearance in the season six episode "Justice", Bart becomes a recurring character using the name Impulse.
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse



	Barry Allen first appears in Arrow, played by Grant Gustin. In the episodes "The Scientist" and "Three Ghosts", Barry comes to Starling City to investigate a crime which may assist him in solving his mother's strange murder that occurred when he was 11 years old. He also hopes to meet his vigilante idol, the Arrow. Barry discovers that Oliver Queen is the Arrow after the archer's friends recruit him to save his life, and eventually he and Oliver become friends. Barry would later have numerous crossover appearances on Arrow after he becomes the Flash, especially in the annual crossover between the CW shows, where the two superheroes will join forces against a common threat.

	Gustin later reprises his role in The CW's The Flash, a spin-off of Arrow.[70][71] which premiered in Fall 2014. The series chronicles Barry's journey to become a hero in his own right once he gained superhuman speed after being struck by lightning during a particle accelerator explosion. He fights to protect Central City from the escalating violence of metahuman criminals and occasionally teams with Oliver and other heroes. As the series unfolds, his nemesis remains Professor Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash, a metahuman speedster from the future. He gradually develops super-speed-related abilities such as vibrating through solid objects, temporarily absorbing knowledge through speed-reading, or traveling through time and parallel universes. Gustin reprised his role for a crossover with the television series Supergirl in the 18th episode of its first season "Worlds Finest" and the eighth episode of its second season " Medusa[image: External link]".[72][73] John Wesley Shipp, who portrayed Barry Allen / Flash in the 1990 television series, joined the cast in a recurring role as Barry's father, Dr. Henry Allen, and Henry's parallel universe equivalent Jay Garrick / The Flash. Gustin also portrayed a non-powered Earth-2 version of Barry Allen in later episodes.

	In season three, Gustin portrays an evil alternate timeline future-Barry Allen who calls himself "The God of Speed" and is known by other speedsters as the legendary Savitar. Gustin portrays Barry, while Andre Tricoteux[image: External link] and Tobin Bell[image: External link] portray the character in the Savitar exoskeleton-suit through physical acting, and voice acting respectively.[74][75][76]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Abandoned Developments





	In February 2007 it was announced that Warner Bros hired husband and wife duo Michele and Kieran Mulroney[image: External link] to write a script for a Justice League film.[77] George Miller[image: External link] signed to direct in September 2007.[78] Titled Justice League Mortal, Adam Brody[image: External link] was cast as Barry Allen and the film nearly went into production,[79] but the film was pushed back with Writers Guild Strike and the Australian Film Commission[image: External link] refusing to house filming over tax rebate disagreements.[80]
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 Video games





	Barry Allen is the Flash in the crossover video game Mortal Kombat vs. DC Universe[image: External link], voiced by Taliesin Jaffe[image: External link]. He appears in a variant of his current costume. Although the character model contains green eyes, normally a sign of Wally West, as well as the dual lightning bolt belt (instead of Allen's single bolt belt), which is associated with West's, the game's "Bios" section confirms that it is indeed Allen.[81] In Flash's ending, Flash discovered that he had retained a psychic bond with the warrior Liu Kang[image: External link] as a result of his aura attunement. The two agreed to warn each other of any cross universal breaches. It was not long before Liu Kang appeared and warned the Flash about the impending attack by the sorcerer Quan Chi[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears as the Flash in the MMOG[image: External link] DC Universe Online[image: External link], voiced by Dwight Schultz[image: External link]. In the exclusive "Who do you trust" trailer, he appears to be taking an order from Batman, and runs upon being told. While running, he stops to see Hal Jordan[image: External link] about to get killed by Black Adam[image: External link]. He runs there to save Hal. Before he can, though, Black Adam sets off an explosion that kills Barry, Hal, and other heroes.

	Barry Allen was a playable character in the multiplayer battle arena game Infinite Crisis[image: External link], voiced by Michael Rosenbaum.
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 LEGO series





	Barry Allen appears a member of the Justice League in LEGO Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Charlie Schlatter[image: External link].

	Barry Allen appears as a playable character in LEGO Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link], with Charlie Schlatter reprising his role. He serves as one of the main story characters.

	Barry Allen appears in Lego Dimensions[image: External link], with the role reprised by Charlie Schlatter. In the quest "Brawls without Borders," the player helps Flash fight criminals in Metropolis and Gotham City.
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 Injustice series





	Barry Allen is a playable character in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], voiced by Neal McDonough[image: External link].[82] He is seen at the beginning taking part in a battle against Lex Luthor and his villain allies. In the alternate reality, Flash is one of the heroes serving in Superman[image: External link]'s Regime, although he has doubts about Superman's true intentions. After Superman kills Shazam[image: External link] when the latter questions his plan to destroy Metropolis and Gotham City to show humanity that he is 'needed', the Flash realizes that the heroes have officially gone too far and defects to Batman[image: External link]'s Insurgency. After the original Superman deposes the Regime, Barry surrenders himself due to his previous alliance with the Regime, but is assured by Green Arrow that his help in their defeat will be mentioned at the Regime's trial. In Flash's ending, he defeats Superman but is still overcome with guilt for his actions with the Regime and goes into exile. To make amends, he retakes his superhero mantle and begins fighting crime relentlessly in Central City where he is referred to as "The Ghost".

	Barry Allen returns as a playable character in Injustice 2[image: External link], now with Taliesin Jaffe reprising his role from MK vs DC. In the story, Flash has been pardoned from prison in recognition of his aid in deposing Superman's regime, and now seeks to make amends for his time as a regime member. In his playable chapter, Flash single-handedly defends Metropolis from Brainiac's initial attack and briefly comes to blows with Hal Jordan, who is trying to atone for his misdeeds as a Regime partisan, much like Flash himself. The two put their differences aside and join Batman's Insurgency. After Brainiac is defeated, he sides with Batman on allowing Brainiac to live so the captured and lost cities could be restored. Flash attempts to stop an enraged Superman but is easily defeated. In his arcade mode ending, Flash throws Brainiac into the end of time and enters the Speed Force, where he is reunited with other speedsters. Together, they set out to stop a crisis that threatens multiple universes.
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 Music




"Ballad of Barry Allen"—A song by the band Jim's Big Ego[image: External link] on their album, They're Everywhere. The song portrays Barry as a tragic character, whose perception of the world is so accelerated that all of reality appears to proceed at a snail's pace, causing him to gradually slip into depression. The band's frontman, Jim Infantino[image: External link], is the nephew of Flash (Barry Allen) co-creator Carmine Infantino[image: External link], who provided the cover art for the same album.
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 Reception




IGN[image: External link] ranked this version of the Flash as the 49th greatest hero of all time stating that even in his 20-year absence, Barry’s legacy as the greatest Flash of them all lived on.[83]

In 2013, Barry Allen placed 8th on IGN[image: External link]'s Top 25 Heroes of DC Comics.[84]
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Arrow (TV series)






Not to be confused with the television series Arrows (TV series)[image: External link] or The Arrow[image: External link]. For other uses of "Arrow", see Arrow (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Arrow is an American action[image: External link] crime[image: External link] television series developed by writer/producers Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim[image: External link], and Andrew Kreisberg. It is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow, a costumed crime-fighter created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. It premiered in North America on The CW on October 10, 2012, with international broadcasting taking place in late 2012. Primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada, the series follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell[image: External link]), who, five years after being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to fight crime and corruption as a secret vigilante whose weapon of choice is a bow and arrow.

The series takes a new look at the Green Arrow character, as well as other characters from the DC Comics universe. Although Oliver Queen/Green Arrow had been featured in the television series Smallville[image: External link] from 2006 to 2011, on the CW, the producers decided to start clean and find a new actor to portray the character. Arrow focuses on the humanity of Oliver Queen, and how he was changed by time spent shipwrecked on an island. Most episodes in the first five seasons have flashback scenes to the five years in which Oliver was missing.[1]

Arrow has received generally positive reviews from critics. The series averaged about 3.68 million viewers over the course of the first season and received several awards and multiple nominations. To promote it, a preview comic book was released before the television series began, while webisodes[image: External link] featuring a product tie-in with Bose[image: External link] were developed for the second season. The first four seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray in regions 1, 2 and 4; a soundtrack was also released for the first two seasons. In October 2014, a spin-off[image: External link] series set in the same universe, titled The Flash, premiered.[2] In August 2015, an animated spin-off, Vixen, was released, while a second live-action spin-off, Legends of Tomorrow, premiered in January 2016, featuring a number of characters from Arrow and The Flash. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a sixth season,[3] which is scheduled to debut on October 12, 2017.[4]



TOP
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Main article: List of Arrow episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[5]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[6]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[7]



	
	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[8]



	
	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[9]




The series follows Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell[image: External link]), billionaire playboy of Starling City, who is discovered on the mysterious island of Lian Yu five years after he and his father were shipwrecked. Upon his return to Starling City, he is reunited with his mother, Moira Queen[image: External link] (Susanna Thompson[image: External link]), his sister, Thea Queen[image: External link] (Willa Holland[image: External link]), and his friend, Tommy Merlyn[image: External link] (Colin Donnell[image: External link]). The first season focuses on Oliver rekindling his relationships and spending his nights hunting down and sometimes killing wealthy criminals as a hooded vigilante, following a list of names he discovered in a notebook belonging to his father. He uncovers Malcolm Merlyn's[image: External link] (John Barrowman[image: External link]) conspiracy to destroy "The Glades", a poorer section of the city that has become overridden with crime. John Diggle[image: External link] (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak[image: External link] (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) assist Oliver in his crusade. Oliver also reconnects with ex-girlfriend, Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy[image: External link]), who is still angry over his role in her sister's presumed death. The first season features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island, and how it changed him; flashbacks in subsequent seasons continue to show how Oliver spent his time and gains the skill-set that shapes him into the vigilante he is.[10]

In season two, Oliver has vowed to stop crime without killing criminals. His family and allies come under attack from Slade Wilson[image: External link] (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), a man from Oliver's time on the island who returns to destroy everything important to Oliver. Oliver accepts aspiring vigilante Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes[image: External link]) as his protégé, and begins to receive assistance from Laurel's father, Detective Quentin Lance[image: External link] (Paul Blackthorne[image: External link]). Oliver also gains another ally; a mysterious woman in black, who is eventually revealed to be Laurel's sister, Sara Lance (Caity Lotz[image: External link]), who like Oliver survived her ordeal at sea after the yacht sank years ago. Flashbacks depict Oliver's continued time on the island with Slade, Sara, and the archer Shado[image: External link] (Celina Jade[image: External link]), as well as the origins of his feud with Slade.

In season three, Arrow has become a public hero in Starling City following Slade Wilson's defeat. Queen Consolidated is sold to wealthy businessman, scientist and aspiring hero Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh[image: External link]). Oliver struggles to bring his family back together, an old enemy returns, and Oliver becomes embroiled in a conflict with Ra's al Ghul[image: External link] (Matthew Nable[image: External link]). After a tragic event and a rocky start, Laurel sets out to follow in Sara's footsteps as the Black Canary. Diggle struggles with his new role as a family man, as Oliver no longer wants John in the field after the birth of his child. Meanwhile, Felicity starts a new career as Vice President of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated). In flashbacks, Oliver is forced to work for A.R.G.U.S.[image: External link] leader Amanda Waller[image: External link] (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) in Hong Kong; he and Tatsu Yamashiro[image: External link] (Rila Fukushima[image: External link]) work together to stop corrupt general Matthew Shrieve[image: External link] (Marc Singer[image: External link]) from unleashing a deadly pathogen, which Ra's al Ghul eventually acquires in the present.

In season four, Oliver becomes "Green Arrow". He and his allies fight against the terrorist organization H.I.V.E.[image: External link], headed by the mystically enhanced Damien Darhk[image: External link] (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), who is attacking Star City (formerly Starling City). Over the season, John Diggle discovers that his brother Andy (Eugene Byrd[image: External link]) is alive and a H.I.V.E. soldier; Thea works alongside Oliver under the alias "Speedy", but struggles to control her violent temper; and learning of the existence of the mystical Lazarus Pit[image: External link], Laurel hatches a plan to resurrect her sister Sara. Oliver's life as Green Arrow and his relationship with Felicity are complicated by both his mayoral run and the revelation that he is father to a nine-year-old son. Oliver ultimately discovers that Damien plans on detonating nuclear weapons and ruling a new world over the Earth's ashes. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to Lian Yu to infiltrate the organization Shadowspire[image: External link] on behalf of Waller, and has his first encounter with the mystical idol used by Darhk in the present-day narrative.

In season five, Oliver trains up young heroes Wild Dog[image: External link] (Rick Gonzalez[image: External link]), Mister Terrific[image: External link] (Echo Kellum[image: External link]), Artemis[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), and Ragman[image: External link] (Joe Dinicol[image: External link]) to join him in his war on crime following Laurel's death and Thea's resignation. He subsequently recruits a new Black Canary as well: metahuman vigilante and former police detective Dinah Drake (Juliana Harkavy[image: External link]). Supported by new allies, Oliver tries to balance vigilantism with his new role as mayor. He is also threatened by the mysterious and deadly villain Prometheus[image: External link] (Josh Segarra[image: External link]), who has a connection to Oliver's past. In flashbacks, Oliver joins the Bratva[image: External link] in Russia as part of an plot to assassinate Konstantin Kovar (Dolph Lundgren[image: External link]). There, he meets and is trained by one of Ra's al Ghul's daughters, Talia al Ghul[image: External link] (Lexa Doig[image: External link]), as a hooded archer, before eventually returning to Lian Yu.
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 Cast and characters




Main articles: List of Arrow characters and List of Arrowverse cast members



	
Stephen Amell[image: External link] portrays Oliver Queen / The Arrow / Green Arrow, a billionaire playboy turned hooded vigilante-hero who is initially known as the "Hood", "Vigilante", and simply "Arrow". He is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. He survives on an isolated island for five years after the sinking of his father's yacht. Oliver returns to his home city with a mission—to right the wrongs of his father and save the city from the crime that has grown in his absence. Amell was one of the first actors to audition for the role, and Kreisberg felt that he "hit the target from the outset" and "everyone else just paled in comparison".[1] The actor, who was already in shape from Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link], did physical fitness training at Tempest Freerunning Academy in Reseda, California. Amell received archery training as well, which included watching a video on how archery has been displayed inaccurately or poorly in television and film before learning the basics of shooting a bow.[1][11] For Amell, the appeal of portraying Queen was that he saw multiple roles tied to the same character: "There's Queen the casual playboy; Queen the wounded hero; Queen the brooding Hamlet; Queen the lover; Queen the man of action, and so on".[1]


	
Katie Cassidy[image: External link] portrays Dinah Laurel Lance / Black Canary[image: External link] / Black Siren, based on the DC Comics character of the same name,[12][13] an attorney turned vigilante and former girlfriend of Oliver Queen. Like Oliver, Laurel fights for the people of Starling City. In the first season, she works for a non-profit legal office that helps people in need. In the second season, she became assistant district attorney, but in the second half of the third season, she became a vigilante taking her late sister's place as Black Canary. Cassidy said she was drawn to the show by Berlanti, Nutter, Kreisberg, and Guggenheim, whom she called smart, creative, and edgy.[14] Cassidy sees her character as a "caregiver" to her family, which led her to become an attorney. She said, "I think that she's very, very driven, and she has a huge heart [...] she's sensitive. She has really strong morals and values, and she expects everybody to live up to them the way that she does".[15] She dies near the end of the fourth season, leaving Oliver to blame himself. Oliver reveals her identity to the people of Star City to honor her memory. Cassidy makes subsesquent guest appearances in flashbacks, a dream sequence, and as Black Siren, her doppelganger from the parallel world of Earth-2[image: External link], first introduced on The Flash. Cassidy was promoted back to series regular for the sixth season and will appear as the Earth-2 version of the character.[16][17]


	
Colin Donnell[image: External link] portrays Tommy Merlyn, Oliver's best friend,[18] who eventually learns of Oliver's secret life as a vigilante. Like Oliver, Tommy has romantic feelings for Laurel. His father is Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link]. Tommy dies saving Laurel at the end of the first season's finale, leaving Oliver and Laurel to cope with his loss.

	
David Ramsey[image: External link] portrays John Diggle / Spartan[image: External link],[19] Oliver's partner, confidant, and bodyguard, who becomes a vigilante superhero with armor and hi-tech gear.[20] Diggle is ex-military, and works to have Oliver channel his abilities into helping others in the city, and not just taking down the wealthy, corrupt businessmen that worked with Oliver's father. Named after comic book writer Andy Diggle, and created specifically for the show, Diggle was designed to be Oliver's "equal in many respects". Guggenheim further explained that Diggle's mutual abilities are a means of setting him up early in the series as a confidant for Oliver's vigilante persona.[21]


	
Willa Holland[image: External link] portrays Thea Queen / Speedy, Oliver's younger sister; based on a DC Comics character with similar traits.[22] Thea develops a drug habit early in season one, but gets clean after criminal charges are brought against her for driving while under the influence. In season two, she learns that Malcolm Merlyn is her biological father, and begins training with him at the start of season three. In the third season, Thea learns Oliver's secret and eventually joins his team. In the fourth season, Thea uses Oliver's nickname for her, Speedy, as her hero identity, which is based on the DC Comics character Mia Dearden[image: External link].[23] In season 5, Thea becomes Oliver's chief of staff as in the Star City mayor's office.[24]


	
Susanna Thompson[image: External link] portrays Moira Queen, Oliver and Thea's mother.[25] Moira is revealed to also be part of the secret organization her late husband was involved with, which is making plans to bring down the city as a means of rebuilding it in the image of the organization's leader. She is murdered at the end of season two.

	
Paul Blackthorne[image: External link] portrays Detective Quentin Lance, Laurel and Sara's father, and Starling City police detective.[26] The character is based on the DC Comics character, Larry Lance[image: External link], who was also a detective, and husband to Dinah Drake Lance and father to Dinah Laurel Lance. Detective Lance blames Oliver for the presumed death of his daughter, Sara, as she was with him on his family yacht when it sank. In season one, Lance is also out to capture the vigilante, who he sees as a menace to the city for the vigilante's willingness to break the law and kill in the pursuit of stopping crime. In season 2, Lance is demoted to beat cop and is now more accepting of the vigilante's actions to the point of teaming up with him when needed. In season 3, Lance is promoted to police captain but can no longer be active in the field due to his heart condition.

	
Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link] portrays Felicity Smoak / Overwatch,[27][28] the IT technician at Queen Consolidated who has become part of Oliver's vigilante team. Like Diggle, Felicity also serves as Oliver's friend and confidante. Rickards was promoted to a series regular for season two, after being a recurring character throughout season one. In the third season, she and Oliver admit their attraction to each other, but he feels they can not be together for her safety. By the fourth season, they are in a relationship, and become engaged, but later break up due to Oliver's pattern of lying to her.[29]


	
Colton Haynes[image: External link] portrays Roy Harper / Arsenal[image: External link], a character based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[30] Initially a petty thief, Roy was befriended by Thea, and subsequently dated her for a period of time. Roy is fascinated by the hooded vigilante, and eventually becomes his protégé. Haynes was moved to series regular status at the beginning of season two, following his recurring appearance in the first season.[31] Haynes left the series at the end of season three after his contract ended, and later appears in the fourth season as a guest star.[32] He later attributed his departure from the series to his mental and physical health at that time.[33]


	
Manu Bennett[image: External link] portrays Slade Wilson / Deathstroke[image: External link], an assassin and terrorist who serves as the archenemy of Oliver Queen. He is based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[34] Slade is an ASIS[image: External link] agent who teamed up with Oliver during his time on the island. In season two, Slade arrives in Starling City to kill Oliver and his family to avenge events that occurred on the island. Bennett was initially cast as a recurring character for season one,[34] before receiving series regular status during season two.[35]


	
John Barrowman[image: External link] portrays Malcolm Merlyn / Dark Archer[image: External link],[36] a wealthy businessman who is the father of Tommy Merlyn and Thea Queen. Fueled by his sorrow and anger at the murder of his wife, Rebecca during a mugging in the crime-infested area of Starling City called "the Glades", Malcolm left his then eight-year-old son Tommy, and departed Starling City to "forge his pain and anger into something more". For two years, he was trained in Nanda Parbat[image: External link] by Al-Owal of the League of Assassins[image: External link]. Merlyn took the name "The Magician" ( Arabic[image: External link]: الساحر Al Sa-Her). He was the first person to receive permission from Ra's al Ghul[image: External link] to leave the organization, on the condition that he obey the League's codes. Upon returning to Starling City, Malcolm forms an organization called the Tempest and plots to completely destroy the Glades. Events eventually lead to Merlyn leading the League of Assassins and taking on the mantel of "Ra's al Ghul". Malcolm sabotaged Oliver's family yacht, and is thus responsible for Robert Queen's death and indirectly the creation of Oliver's and Sara Lance's vigilante alter egos. Malcolm is apparently killed by Oliver in the first season finale, but his plan to destroy the Glades still succeeds.[37] He is based on the DC Comics character Merlyn. After being a recurring guest star for the first two seasons, Barrowman became a series regular in season three.[38]


	
Echo Kellum[image: External link] portrays Curtis Holt / Mister Terrific, based on the DC Comics character Michael Holt / Mister Terrific[image: External link]. Holt is a technological savant, inventor and medal-winning Olympic decathlete, who works with Felicity at Palmer Technologies.[39] He helps her rescue Ray Palmer from Damien Darhk. Kellum was upgraded to series regular in the fifth season.[40]


	
Josh Segarra[image: External link] portrays Adrian Chase / Prometheus, based on the DC Comics characters Adrian Chase[image: External link] and Prometheus[image: External link]. Chase is the new Star City district attorney who helps Oliver Queen as mayor clean up the streets through the legal system.[41] As Prometheus, he is a ruthless hooded archer who kills, and has a grudge against the Green Arrow and is aware of his identity.[42] It is later revealed that Chase's given name is Simon Morrison.
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On January 12, 2012, The CW was preparing a new series centered around the character Green Arrow, developed by Andrew Kreisberg, Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim[image: External link].[43] A week later, the series, now known as Arrow, was ordered to pilot[image: External link], which was directed by David Nutter, who also directed the pilot[image: External link] for Smallville[image: External link], a series following Clark Kent[image: External link] on his journey to become Superman[image: External link].[44] At the end of the month, Stephen Amell was cast in the titular role of Oliver Queen.[45] When developing the series, producer Marc Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to Smallville, which featured its own Green Arrow/Oliver Queen (Justin Hartley[image: External link]), opting to cast a new actor in the role of Oliver Queen.[1] Unlike Smallville, the series does not initially feature super-powered heroes and villains. Instead, the team took inspiration from Smallville, as one of the main themes of Arrow was to "look at the humanity" of Oliver Queen, as Smallville had done with Clark Kent. The decision not to include superpowers was, in part, based on the executives' desire to take a realistic look at the characters in this universe.[46] Production on the pilot began in March 2012 in Vancouver[image: External link],[47] which would continue to act as the primary filming location for the series.[1] The series' skyline shots use a combination of footage from Frankfurt[image: External link], Germany, Center City, Philadelphia[image: External link], Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland, Back Bay, Boston[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link], Japan.[48] The series was given a full season pick up on October 22, 2012.[49]

Arrow features two storylines: one in the present, and the other, shown in flashback, during Oliver's time on the island five years before his rescue. These flashbacks are used to illustrate how Oliver transformed into the man that returns to Starling City.[46] Filming for the island flashbacks takes place in Vancouver's Whytecliff Park area, near beachfront homes. Much planning is required to keep the buildings out of camera frame.[50] Guggenheim said, "Stephen [Amell] has to wear a wig, and his look has to be changed... there's a lot. It's actually incredibly ambitious to do these flashbacks every week, every single episode. Because like Andrew [Kreisberg] said, it's almost like it's its own show."[50] Regarding the flashbacks after the fifth season, Guggenheim and Mericle stated that the series would explore flashbacks from other character's perspectives, such as Curtis Holt, along with the possibility of flashfowards. Guggenheim said, "We still want to make [flashbacks] part of our storytelling, because we do like them. We like when those non-island flashbacks sort of illuminate what's going on in the present day. That'll always be a part of the show and a part of the show's storytelling structure. It just won't be telling a serialized story."[51]

The series develops relationship triangles: some love triangles, others designed to catch characters in "philosophical debates".[52] Kreisberg provides one such example: "Every week, Oliver will be facing a bad guy, but the truth is, his real nemesis is Detective Lance, who's trying to bring him into justice.[...] His daughter is going to be caught in the middle, because she loves and respects her father, and she's always believed in what he believed, but at the same time, she's going to see this dark urban legend out there that's actually doing a lot of good; the kind of good that she wants to be doing in her role as a legal aid attorney."[52] Learning from previous experiences working in television, the producers worked early on identifying the major story arcs for the series, specifically the first season, including "mapping out" how to accomplish them. Taking inspiration from Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman film series[image: External link], the creative team decided to "put it all out there" and "not hold back" from episode to episode.[52]

The team strives to include various DC Comics characters and aspects of the DC universe. Guggenheim cited Big Belly Burger[image: External link], a restaurant franchise introduced in the Superman comics, which appears in Arrow's third episode and onward. Kreisberg said, "There are so many characters in the DC Universe who haven't gotten their due in TV and film. We're so excited to reach into [the DC comics] roster and take some of these lesser-known characters that are beloved by fans, and do our spin on the characters."[50]

Ahead of the 100th episode, Guggenheim talked about the commitment to quality the series strived for, stating, "We never skimped on the writing, the production or in the post-process going, 'This is going to be one of those stinkers, we might as well cut our losses and move on.' We worked as hard as we possibly can on the scripts. If episodes have come in bad, we reshoot... Even in season 5, we have no problems with doing reshoots, or pickups, or anything we need to do to make each episode as successful as it can possibly be." He also noted his biggest regret in the series was "I wish we had allowed the Oliver-Felicity storyline in season 4 to unfold at a more natural pace. We had set these tentpoles at the beginning of the season, and we were a bit too rigorous on how we hit them. That was a case where the planning overtook the storytelling. We didn't do things as naturally and as elegantly as we should have."[53]
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The realistic approach to the series included the costume design for Oliver's vigilante persona, created by Colleen Atwood[image: External link].[54] According to Amell, it was important for the suit to be functional, and the best way that he knew for that was if he could put the costume on by himself: "If I can put it on by myself, I think that people will buy it. And that was our idea. That's our world."[46]

In the second half of season two, Oliver replaces his "paint" mask with a domino mask[image: External link], similar to one worn by the character in the comics. The change is addressed on-screen, with Kreisberg saying, "He doesn't just put on a mask. It's actually a big plot point in an episode, and there really is a story behind, not only the need for the mask but also who provides him with it."[55] On adding the mask now, Kreisberg stated that, "Conceptually, it was something we wanted to do because Oliver himself is evolving as the Arrow—from vigilante to hero, sort of from Arrow to Green Arrow—and we wanted to see that progression in his costume as well. As Oliver is embracing being a hero, being a hero means stepping out of the dark and being more of a symbol, so he has to take steps to conceal his identity more."[55] He added that it will "allow the Arrow to interact with people who don't know his identity in a much more organic way than having him constantly keep his head down."[55]

Costume designer Maya Mani put together roughly 50 mask options for the producers. Kreisberg said, "What's so wonderful about the design that Maya came up with is that it really is very simple, and it feels as if it's been part of his costume since the beginning...once we finally had this mask and put it on Stephen [Amell], even Stephen was like, 'This is the right one.'"[55] In the episode "Three Ghosts", Oliver receives the mask from Barry Allen, who is able to create a mask that will help conceal his identity, while still being functional and allowing Oliver to see clearly.[56]
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 Music




To compose the score for Arrow, executive producer Greg Berlanti invited Blake Neely[image: External link], with whom he had first worked on Everwood[image: External link]. Neely created a score that combined electronic and orchestral cues, varying between action themes and romantic ones.[57] Berlanti told Neely the series would be dark, and the music should be as well. After reading the pilot script, Neely went away to start composing on his own.[58] According to Neely, "Of course, Oliver has his main theme but also sub-themes for the many layers of his character. He and Laurel have a love theme. Mom had a theme for the Undertaking. The bad guys all have themes, which makes it sad for me when one of them dies. So I try not to become attached to bad guy themes. Diggle has a theme. Even the Island itself has a theme."[57] A soundtrack for season one was released on September 17, 2013 by WaterTower Music[image: External link].[59][60] Two versions of a soundtrack for season two were released on September 16, 2014 by WaterTower Music and La La Land Records[image: External link]; the compact disc release includes two exclusive tracks not available on the digital release.[61][62] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music and La La Records released a selection of music from The Flash / Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[63] The Season 3 soundtrack was released in December 2015, consisting of 2 discs for the first time (previous albums consisted on one CD).[64]
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 Broadcast




Arrow premiered on The CW network from October 10, 2012, during the 2012–13 television season[image: External link].[65][66] In Canada, the show is broadcast simultaneously[image: External link] on the same day as the United States.[67] The show premiered outside North America throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link],[68] on October 22, 2012.[69] In Australia, the series premiered on May 1, 2013,[70] on the Nine Network[image: External link], before moving to Foxtel[image: External link] for the fourth season.[71]
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 Critical response




Season one received favorable reviews, with a Metacritic[image: External link] score of 73 out of 100, based on reviews from 25 critics, making it the highest rated CW show in five years.[72][73] Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] calculated an approval rating of 86%, based on 35 reviews, for the first season. The site's consensus reads: "The CW nails the target with Arrow, a comic book-inspired series that benefits from cinematic action sequences, strong plotting, and intriguing characters."[74]

Mary McNamara of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] called the series an interesting setup with a quality look, describing Amell as "a poster boy (no doubt literally) for the Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] set."[75] Brian Lowry at Variety[image: External link] described the series as a "handsome but stiff surrogate for Batman[image: External link] that could benefit from sharper execution."[76] In reviewing the final episode of season one, Alasdair Wilkins of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season as a whole a rating of B+, noting that the show "hasn't quite figured everything out yet, but it's had some standout episodes."[77]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] gave the first half of season two a rating of B+, saying, "Arrow possesses an intelligence that shines through its TV-budget production values, which aren't too shabby. The writing is adult and witty, the action is exciting, and Amell holds the center with well-cultivated ease."[78] The A.V. Club's Carrie Raisler gave the first half of season two a rating of A-. She said, "Arrow [has] officially established itself as one of the most satisfying shows on television. The most satisfying thing of all is that it did so by respecting its characters... [Arrow respects] the character's comic-book roots in its overarching plotlines, all while using the network-appropriate soap-opera stories to do the heavy character lifting."[79] Season two received critical acclaim from critics and fans alike, for the action sequences, storytelling, performances of the cast, drama, and the portrayal of Slade Wilson.[80]

Despite a strong critical start for the season three premiere,[81] the second half of season three has met with criticism, particularly for its preoccupation with romance, leading to accusations of the show "devolving into a CW fever dream" and "turning Star City into Dawson's Creek[image: External link]"[82] and becoming a 'soap opera'.[83] After the conclusion of Oliver Queen and Felicity Smoak's longterm romance, the flashback sequences were characterized sporadic and "superfluous", with Ra's al Ghul described as a "shallow" and "underutilized" villain "absent of clear antagonism",[84] although Matt Nable was generally praised for his portrayal of the character. Furthermore, while parallels to Batman[image: External link] had always existed in the show, the use of such a major character from Batman's rogues gallery and the essential application of the "Daughter of the Demon" and several other Batman and Ra's al Ghul storylines applied to Oliver Queen came under particular fire from viewers, who accused the show of "ripping off" Batman.[85] The season finale was described as "dull", "lacking scope", and "underwhelming" by IGN's Jesse Schedeen in light of the "high standard" the show had previously established for its finales. He cemented the mixed reception of season three as being "haphazardly paced" and "struggling to develop a clear sense of direction".[86]

The fourth season received mixed reviews. The season earned a strong critical start, with praise given to the action scenes and Neal McDonough's performance as Damien Darhk. However, the second half of the season received increasingly negative reviews for its mundane flashbacks, lack of narrative focus, and formulaic season finale.[87] Ryan Fleming, of Deadbeatspanel.com noted that Arrow was "honoring the comics, but it isn't beholden to them. Characters... have been introduced, but they aren't exact replicas of their comic counterparts. Instead, the characters tend to be loosely connected."[88] Lesley Goldberg of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] noted the presence of the character Thea "Speedy" Queen as one of the larger departures from the comics in the series, as well as the character's early willingness to kill.[89] Comic Book Resources[image: External link]'s Kevin Melrose has also noted the series tendency to have loose connections to the source material.[90]

The fifth season has received critical acclaim from fans and critics alike, giving praise for the performances of Stephen Amell and Josh Segerra, action sequences, storytelling, season finale, and overall improvements from Seasons 3 and 4. IGN gave Season 5 a score of 8.7 out of 10, stating that the it "managed to overcome them and recapture a lot of what made the show so memorable in its first two seasons".[91]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Wednesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 10, 2012
	4.14[92]
	May 15, 2013
	2.77[93]
	2012–13[image: External link]
	130
	3.68[94]
	1.2[95]



	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	2.74[96]
	May 14, 2014
	2.37[97]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	128
	3.28[98]
	TBD



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	2.83[99]
	May 13, 2015
	2.83[100]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	135
	3.52
	1.3[101]



	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	2.67[102]
	May 25, 2016
	2.19[103]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	145
	2.90
	1.1[104]



	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	1.87[105]
	May 24, 2017
	1.72[106]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




Arrow's premiere episode drew 4.14 million viewers, making it The CW's most-watched telecast of any show on any night in three years, and The CW's most-watched series premiere since The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. In its second episode, Arrow became the only new network drama in the 2012–13 season to hold its ratings in both adults 18–34 and adults 18–49 from its premiere to its second week.[49] In Australia, the premiere received 1.32 million viewers, making it the third most-watched broadcast on the network that night.[107] The UK broadcast was the highest-rated telecast of the week on Sky 1[image: External link], with 1.85 million viewers.[108] In Canada, the first episode got 1.32 million viewers, making it the fourth most-watched airing of the night and the twenty-third of the week.[109]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipients
	Outcome



	2012
	Satellite Awards[image: External link][110]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	IGN Awards[image: External link][111]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][112]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][113][114]
	Best Dramatic Series
	Joseph Patrick Finn, Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Melissa Kellner Berman, Drew Greenberg, Jennifer Lence, Wendy Mericle, Carl Ogawa
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Glen Winter ("Pilot")
	Won



	Gordon Verheul ("Lone Gunman")
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Jean-Luc Dinsdale, Pauline Burns, Andrew Orloff, Dave Gauthier ("Burned")
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Richard Hudolin ("Pilot")
	Won



	Best Casting
	Coreen Mayrs, Heike Brandstatter ("An Innocent Man")
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination
	J.J. Makaro ("Pilot")
	Won



	J.J. Makaro ("Vertigo")
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link][115]
	Best New Indulgence
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Cause You're Hot
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][116]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][117]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Show[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Katie Cassidy
	Nominated



	Canadian Society of Cinematography Awards[118]
	Cinematographer Awards for TV Drama Cinematography
	Glen Winter csc, Arrow ("Pilot")
	Won



	Broadcast Music, Inc.[image: External link][119]
	BMI Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Blake Neely
	Won



	2014
	IGN Awards[image: External link][120]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	2nd Place



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][121]
	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][122]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][123]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][124]
	Program
	Greg Berlanti, Joseph P. Finn, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Wendy Mericle[125]
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Gordon Verheul ("Sacrifice")
	Nominated



	Make-Up
	Danielle Fowler ("Keep Your Enemies Closer")
	Nominated



	Stunt Coordination
	J. J. Makaro ("The Scientist")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Male
	Stephen Amell ("Crucible")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Three Ghosts")
	Nominated



	Constellation Awards[image: External link][126]
	Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode
	Stephen Amell ("The Odyssey")
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Television Series of 2013
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][127]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Female Breakout Star[128]
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link][129]
	Super Superhero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	2015
	Saturn Awards[image: External link][130]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][131]



	Cinematography
	C. Kim Miles ("Blind Spot")
	Nominated



	Costume Design
	Maya Mani ("Suicide Squad")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Left Behind")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][132]
	Choice TV Show: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Villain
	Matt Nable
	Nominated



	PRISM Awards[133]
	Performance in a Drama Multi-Episode Storyline
	Katie Cassidy[image: External link]
	Won



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][134]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][135]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][136]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][137]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Pending



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link][138]
	Best Hero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][139]
	Best Lead Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	Shamus Whiting-Hewlett
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	Curtis Braconnier, Eli Zagoudakis
	Won
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 Other media




Arrow has generated other media and spinoffs, including digital comic books and Internet-based mini-episodes with characters from the series.
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 Digital comics




To promote the series, DC Comics produced a 10-page preview comic for the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], written by Kreisberg, illustrated by Omar Francia, and featuring a cover by artist Mike Grell[image: External link]. The comic was regarded by the production crew as sharing the same canon as the series, with Kreisberg commenting, "[For] anyone who grabs a copy: Hold onto it and as the series progresses, you'll appreciate it more and more."[140] It was later released free online.[141] On October 10, 2012, DC Comics debuted a weekly digital comic tie-in written by Kreisberg and Guggenheim and drawn by various artists, including Mike Grell, which remained in continuity with the television series.[142] The series lasted for 36 chapters, running until June 2013. These were collected, together with the initial preview comic, into Arrow: Volume 1, released in October 2013.[143][144] Titan Magazines[image: External link] published the comics in a physical format in the UK. The first issue was published on October 17, 2013 and contained the first four chapters of the series, with the complete series lasting 6 issues.[143][145]

A follow up to the original digital title, Arrow: Season 2.5, is written by Guggenheim and Keto Shimizu, one of the show's executive story editors and writers, with art by Joe Bennett[image: External link] and Jack Jadson. Arrow 2.5 is intended to tell one continuous story across two arcs, that fits within the television narrative. Guggenheim stated, "We've tried to put in all the elements that people like about the show... We're going to see what's happened to Detective Lance after he collapsed in the season [two] finale. A good chunk of the burning questions left over will get answered in the tie-in comic. Particularly towards the latter half of the series, we're going to start introducing characters [in the comic] who you'll see in Season 3... before they show up on TV."[146] On the comic's relationship to season three of the show, Guggenheim said, "Season three is designed to stand on its own feet without requiring anyone to do any outside reading. But what the comic book will give is a deeper appreciation for some of the moments [in the show] and a more complete narrative experience. If you want to go deeper into the story, that's what Season 2.5 is for." Shimizu added that the comic also allows the writers to "accomplish things on the page that are nearly impossible to do with our production schedule and our budget", including bigger action sequences, as well as visits to locations such as Kahndaq[image: External link] that cannot be recreated on the show. Additionally, the series has one to two pages each issue dedicated to the Suicide Squad, leading up to their own issue later in the run.[147] The character Caleb Green, who has ties to Robert Queen, will be created specifically for the comic.[148] Guggenheim said "The goal is to end Season 2.5 basically five minutes before Season 3 begins."[149] The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 1, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases releasing on October 8.[146] The series featured 24 digital issues, which comprised 12 physical issues.[148]

A third series, Arrow: The Dark Archer, is written by Barrowman with his sister Carole, and with an art team led by Daniel Sampere. The comic, initially set between season three and four of the show before flashing back, explores a younger Malcolm Merlyn and his past, with Corto Maltese and Nanda Parbat featured. Barrowman, who initially pitched the series to DC Comics as another with the ability to tell Merlyn's backstory, said he "had a backstory in my head for Malcolm from the beginning and a lot of it has made its way into our comic and onto the screen. I think it's always been my job to help the audience relate to Malcolm in some way despite his questionable morals and evil ways." Executive producers Guggenheim and Kreisberg helped the Barrowmans ensure the story would fit within the continuity of the series. The 12 chapter series will be released digitally bi-weekly starting January 13, 2016, before the entire story is collected in a single print edition at a later date.[150]
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 Promotional tie-in




On November 6, 2013, a six-episode series of shorts, titled Blood Rush, premiered alongside the broadcast of the show, as well as online. The series, which was presented by Bose[image: External link], and features product placement[image: External link] for Bose products, was shot on location in Vancouver, similarly to the main show. The miniseries features Emily Bett Rickards, Colton Haynes and Paul Blackthorne reprising their roles of Felicity Smoak, Roy Harper[image: External link] and Quentin Lance[image: External link], respectively.[151]

The episodes set during the course of the second season of the television series, show Roy coming to Queen Consolidated to have a meeting with Oliver. As he is out, Felicity tells Roy to go wait in the lobby.[152] As Roy leaves, Officer Lance calls Felicity, telling her that the blood sample the Starling City police found on the vigilante, which Felicity destroyed, has resurfaced. Felicity then calls Roy, using Oliver's voice encoder, asking him to break into the lab to retrieve the sample.[153] Felicity guides Roy through the lab, where he is able to recover the sample. As Roy is leaving, doctors enter the room, seemingly trapping him.[154] He notifies Felicity, who then hacks into the building's PA system, and issues an evacuation notice, giving Roy a chance to escape.[155] Roy gets out of the room before it enters into lock down, and is able to avoid two guards with the help of Felicity and exit the lab.[156] Roy returns to Queen Consolidated, and Felicity offers to mail the acquired sample for Roy as he goes in to meet with Oliver.[157]
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 Video games




A Green Arrow skin based on Oliver Queen's appearance in Arrow appears in the 2013 video game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] as downloadable content. The playable skin was given as a bonus reward to the first 5,000 voters of Injustice's promotional Battle Arena competition, but was later released as a free download. Stephen Amell lends his voice and likeness to the skin.[158]

Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] features an Arrow downloadable content pack that adds multiple playable characters, including Arrow, John Diggle, Felicity Smoak, Huntress, Slade Wilson, Roy Harper, Canary, and Malcolm Merlyn as well as vehicles and an exclusive level set during Oliver's time in Lian Yu. Amell reprised his role in addition to voicing the traditional Green Arrow in the game, while Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] reprised her role as Amanda Waller[image: External link].[159][160]
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 Novels




On February 23, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Arrow: Vengeance, a tie-in novelization written by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo, which is set before and during the second season, detailing the origins of Slade Wilson, Sebastian Blood, and Isabel Rochev, and how they eventually meet and collaborate with each other to battle Oliver's alter-ego as seen in the television series.[161] On November 29, 2016, Titan Books released The Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow, which features characters from both shows;[162] the story continued in Arrow: A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017, again written by the Griffiths.[163]
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/B



	1
	September 17, 2013[164]
	September 23, 2013[165]
	October 2, 2013[166]
	Each season release contains additional features, which include: making-of featurettes, episode commentaries, deleted scenes, gag reels, ComicCon panels, and highlights from the Paley Fest. Season four also includes The Flash crossover episode "Legends of Today".



	2
	September 16, 2014[167]
	September 15, 2014[168]
	December 3, 2014[169]



	3
	September 22, 2015[170]
	September 28, 2015[171]
	September 23, 2015[172]



	4
	August 30, 2016[173]
	September 5, 2016[174]
	September 7, 2016[175][176]
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 Crossover with Constantine




Further information: Constantine (TV series)


In May 2015, Amell revealed he had had discussions with DC Entertainment to portray Oliver Queen on Constantine because Constantine is an expert on the Lazarus Pit, a concept used on Arrow.[177] In August 2015, it was confirmed that Matt Ryan[image: External link] would appear on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Haunted", per a "one-time-only-deal" that would involve his character being "brought in to deal with the fallout of the resurrection of Sara Lance (Caity Lotz) via Ra's al Ghul's Lazarus Pit."[178][179][180] Due to Arrow and Constantine sharing the same studio, the producers of Arrow were also able to acquire Ryan's original outfits. John Badham[image: External link], who was a director on Constantine, directed "Haunted".[179] On filming the episode, Guggenheim stated it felt like the production team was "doing a Constantine/Arrow crossover, and it's so exciting... we're just really glad we got the chance to extend Matt Ryan's run as Constantine by at least one more hour of television. I think you'll see he fits very neatly into our universe. It never feels forced, it feels right."[181] In August 2016, Berlanti spoke to why Constantine was not used more in Arrow or the other Arrowverse series after the positive reception to Ryan's performance, saying, "Constantine exists in a certain place in the DC world and universe" and that he felt DC was "internally examining what they want to do with that character next."[182]
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In July 2013, it was announced that Berlanti and Kreisberg, along with Nutter and Geoff Johns, would be creating a television series, The Flash, based on the character of the same name[image: External link], with an origin story for Barry Allen.[183] The character, played by actor Grant Gustin, was set to appear in three episodes of season two of Arrow, with the final one acting as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new series.[184] However, it was announced in November 2013 that the backdoor pilot would not be happening, with a traditional pilot being made instead.[185] In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[186] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name[image: External link] and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[187] The character later made a live-action appearance on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Taken". The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16[image: External link] midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[188][189] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[190]

During the 100th episode of Arrow season 5, some returning characters from previous seasons make an appearance in "Invasion!", a crossover episode of Supergirl, The Flash, Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow,[191] where Thea, Diggle, Sara, Ray and Oliver are abducted by the Dominators and were put in dream stasis to gather intel while they are shown what would their lives be like if Oliver never got on the boat. In an interview with Variety, Guggenheim said that a 2017 crossover event between the four shows is possible, but it's "something that is more up to the network and the audience".[192]
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