
        
            
                
            
        

    
	

	 

	PURPOSE OF THIS WORK

	This book, like the others I've published, aims to lead people to become better, to love God above all else and their neighbor as themselves. My works are not intended to entertain, but to provoke reflection on our existence. In God there is an answer for everything, but the journey to knowledge is gradual, and we won't reach answers for everything because our minds don't have enough free space to support them. But in this book, you will find some answers to some of the dilemmas of our existence.
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	INTRODUCTION

	 

	In May 2023, I met the Bedouins of the Sinai Desert. The contact was superficial, but it only served to corroborate my studies on this ethnic group from the Middle East and North Africa. The Bedouins are to the Middle East, roughly speaking, what the Indians are to Brazil, what the Gypsies are to Europe, and what the Aborigines are to Australia. They are cultures governed by their own laws and customs and resist the influence of globalization. Understanding Bedouin culture is vital for those who love the Bible, the Word of God, and wish to understand certain very strange customs we read about, especially in the Old Testament. The Bedouins are very faithful to their traditions, so much so that when you visit Egypt and Israel and come into contact with them, it feels like you're going back thousands of years, to the Old Testament period. Don't think it's easy to assimilate the Bedouins into your culture and traditions. But it's still possible to maintain a very good relationship with the desert Bedouins if you respect the internal rules that govern Bedouin society. There are Christian Bedouin tribes in Jordan who still live in the ancient style. But the majority are Muslim, and some still cling to pagan rites. This book is a guide to Bedouin ethnology and an aid in the study of biblical theology.

	 

	 

	Bedouin  [The Badawī] are nomadic Arab tribes who historically inhabited the desert regions of the Arabian Peninsula, North Africa, the Levant, and Mesopotamia. The Bedouin originated in the Syrian Desert and the Arabian Desert, but spread throughout the rest of the Arab world in Western Asia and North Africa after the spread of Islam. The English word Bedouin comes from the Arabic badawī, meaning "desert dweller," and is traditionally contrasted with ḥāḍir, the term for sedentary people. Bedouin territory extends from the vast deserts of North Africa to the rocky sands of the Middle East. They are traditionally divided into tribes or clans (known in Arabic as ʿašāʾir; عَشَائِر or qabāʾil) قبائل ), and historically share a common culture of camel and goat herding The vast majority of Bedouins adhere to Islam, although there are few Christian Bedouins present in the Fertile Crescent.

	The Bedouin have been referred to by various names throughout history, including Arabaa by the Assyrians (ar -ba - ea ), a nisba of the Arabic noun, a name still used for the Bedouin today. They are referred to as ʾAʿrāb ( أعراب ) in Arabic. While many Bedouins have abandoned their nomadic and tribal traditions for a modern urban lifestyle, others maintain traditional Bedouin culture, such as the traditional ʿašāʾir clan structure, traditional music, poetry, dances (such as saas), and many other cultural practices and concepts. Urbanized Bedouins often organize cultural festivals, usually held several times a year, in which they gather with other Bedouins to participate in and learn about various Bedouin traditions—from poetry recitation and traditional sword dances to playing traditional instruments and even traditional knitting lessons. Traditions such as camel riding and desert camping are still popular leisure activities for urban Bedouins living near deserts or other wilderness areas.

	SOCIETY

	 

	A widely cited Bedouin apothegm is "I am against my brother, my brother and I are against my cousin, my cousin and I are against the stranger," sometimes quoted as "I and my brother are against my cousin, I and my cousin are against the stranger." This saying signifies a hierarchy of loyalty based on a person's closeness to themselves, beginning with the self, and proceeding through the nuclear family as defined by male kinship, and then, in principle less so, to an entire genetic or linguistic group (which is perceived as similar to kinship in the Middle East and North Africa in general). Disputes are resolved, interests are pursued, and justice and order are dispensed and maintained through this structure, organized according to an ethic of self-help and collective responsibility (Andersen 14). The individual family unit (known as a tent or " gio " [clarification needed] bayt) typically traditionally consisted of three or four adults (a married couple plus siblings or parents) and any number of children.

	The Bedouin ethic encompassed courage, hospitality, family loyalty, and pride in their ancestors. Bedouin tribes were not controlled by a central power, such as a government or empire, but were led by tribal chiefs. Some chiefs exercised their power from oases, where merchants organized trade across the territory controlled by the tribe. The structure of Bedouin tribes was held together more by shared feelings of common ancestry than by a tribal chief at the top of the hierarchy.

	When resources were abundant, several tents traveled together as a goum. While these groups were sometimes linked by patrilineage, others were likely linked by marriage alliances (new wives were especially likely to have close male relatives join them). Sometimes, association was based on acquaintance and familiarity, or even on no clearly defined relationship at all, except for simple shared association within a tribe.
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	A Bedouin girl in Nuweiba , Egypt (2015)

	The next scale of interaction within the groups was the ibn ʿamm (cousin, or literally "son of an uncle") or descent group, usually three to five generations long. These were often linked to goums, but where a goum generally consisted of people with the same type of herd, the descent groups were often divided into various economic activities, thus allowing a degree of 'risk management'; if one group of members of a descent group suffered economically, the other members of the descent group would be able to support them. Although the phrase " descent group" suggests purely a lineage-based arrangement, in reality these groups were fluid and adapted their genealogies to accommodate new members.

	The largest scale of tribal interactions is the tribe as a whole, led by a Sheikh (Arabic: شيخ šayḫ, literally, "old"), although the title refers to leaders in various contexts. The tribe generally claims descent from a common ancestor—as mentioned above. The tribal level is the mediating level between the Bedouin and outside governments and organizations. The distinct structure of Bedouin society leads to long-lasting rivalries between different clans.
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