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Introduction


THE WORLD CUP is the greatest sporting event on Earth, a competition that evokes memories so vivid, so breathtaking, of the heroes of yesteryear: Pelé, whose genius embellished four, three times a winner, Cruyff of Holland and Puskás of Hungary, gallant losers both, for teams whose failure was glorious. Beckenbauer, West Germany’s immaculate, marvellous captain who saw the heartbreak of 1966 and suffered agony in 1970 before finally triumphing in front of an ecstatic nation four years later. Kempes of Argentina and the Italian Rossi, who in 1982 and 1978 respectively scored the goals that earned their teams the glory. Schiaffino, brilliant Uruguayan, outstanding in victory in 1950 and again in defeat in 1954. Then there was England, Champions in 1966, for whom their accomplished, assured captain, the fair-haired Bobby Moore, was a wonderful example of spirit, sportsmanship and dignity; his untimely death left a nation in mourning.


Of all these great players who have thrilled us, none surely have so thoroughly dominated a tournament as did Maradona in 1986, mesmerizing opponents with his powerful running and trickery, and leading Argentina inevitably to a second title. Tragically, the stocky little striker also became embroiled in controversy and then disgraced himself in a drugs scandal, demonstrating once again the frailties of many great players in the cauldron of the modern game.


Great matches are also remembered fondly: France and Brazil in 1986, Italy and Brazil in 1982, both absorbing contests tactically, from very different footballing cultures. France and West Germany’s unbearably exciting semi-final match in Spain, and of course Hungary’s victory over Uruguay in 1954, when two genuinely great teams fought out an unforgettable encounter.


The competition, however, is not just for the great and the good: it is, and should always remain, a celebration, an opportunity for the Davids to mix with the Goliaths, and do battle beneath the floodlights of football’s greatest stage. Who would forget the plucky little Koreans of 1966; Roger Milla and his indomitable lions of Cameroon in 1990, so close to a semi-final place; Haiti, who almost unbelievably led the Italians in 1974; and Cuba, who back in 1938 eliminated a strong Romanian side. The beauty of the World Cup is that it embraces all, giving us the pleasure of watching El Salvador, Zaire, New Zealand, Israel, Japan and Jamaica embark, no matter how brief the experience, on their great adventure.


With such a prize on offer, it is little wonder that on occasion frayed tempers spark violent and chaotic confrontation, none more so than the notorious ‘battle of Santiago’, when ill-judged remarks by the Italian press infuriated the Chileans into retribution. From the start it was claimed that Chile were abusive and spitting, though the trouble erupted after an off-the-ball incident left an Italian with a broken nose. Thereafter what had begun as ugly and ill-tempered degenerated into anarchy, with the ball often incidental to proceedings. Chile won but few cared.


Through eighty-four years of absorbing drama, however, it is memories of sportsmanship and skill that quite rightly dominate our recollections, and it might be that the forever endearing image of the competition be that of a smiling Pelé and Bobby Moore exchanging shirts after the epic encounter in Leon 1970, each showing great mutual respect to a fellow giant of this most beautiful of games.


I sincerely hope that this book does justice to those to whom it is dedicated, the players who have entertained us so royally in this, the world’s most prestigious sporting event.




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CHAPTER 1


URUGUAY


1930




 


 


In 1904 an association designed to represent the interests of international football was founded in Paris. The Federation of International Football Associations, or FIFA, as it was known, initially consisted of seven countries: Belgium, Denmark, France, Holland, Spain, Switzerland and Sweden. One of its goals was to arrange a World Championship.


By World War I, membership had increased substantially; Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the United States truly gave FIFA world representation. The four ‘Home’ Associations, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, had also joined, but for them problems lay ahead. On resumption of sporting links after the war England, supported by Scotland, Wales, Ireland, France and Belgium, expressed a reluctance to compete with their recent enemies, Germany, Austria and Hungary. Furthermore, and crucially, at a conference in Brussels in 1919 delegates agreed on a policy ‘not to meet Neutral Associations nor neutral clubs who had played against the Association or the clubs of the Central Empires’, and in so doing cast themselves adrift from world football. Belgium swiftly reneged, their stance inappropriate for a nation about to host the Olympic Games of 1920, but for Britain it was to be the first of many spats that would condemn their Associations ultimately into the international wilderness.


At their meeting in 1926 Henri Delauny, secretary of the French Federation, addressed FIFA delegates. ‘An International Football Competition,’ he said, ‘could no longer be the preserve of the Olympic Games, an amateur event. Professionalism had arrived.’


But what was a professional footballer? The British Associations, having rejoined, had no doubts and submitted their definition. FIFA, with so many varying attitudes amongst its membership, could not agree, and this time the split was irreparable. Britain for many years would play no part in the World Championships, spending their time in the words of FIFA secretary Dr Schricher in ‘splendid isolation’.


For the rest, however, the World Cup would shortly become reality.


In 1928 FIFA proposed at its congress that ‘plans should be prepared for the staging of the World Championship’, and twenty-five nations cast their votes in favour. Only Scandinavia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland and Estonia dissented. Hugo Meisl, a leading figure in Central European Football, whose recent successes had included the Mitropa Cup for club sides and then the Nations Cup contested by Czechoslovakia, Austria, Switzerland, Italy and Hungary, was given the task of organizing the event, which would need to embrace the footballing nations of South America.


Those wishing to act as hosts for the inaugural competition included Sweden (rather surprisingly, since it had opposed its inception), Holland, Hungary and Spain, but the honour was bestowed on Uruguay, Olympic Champions, who had offered to meet all entrants’ travelling costs and expenses. Sculptor Abel Lafleur designed a trophy, and the title of ‘The Jules Rimet Cup’ was bestowed upon it in recognition of the contribution of the President of FIFA.


1930 URUGUAY 13 July–30 July


ENTRIES










	Argentina


	Paraguay







	Belgium


	Peru







	Bolivia


	Romania







	Brazil


	United States







	Chile


	Uruguay







	France


	Yugoslavia







	Mexico


	 








GROUP STAGES


Uruguay, whose football team had impressively won gold at the 1928 Olympic Games, secured the right to host the inaugural competition for the Jules Rimet Trophy. Having emphasized that this was the year the country would celebrate its centenary, one hundred years of independence, an International Football Tournament would fit in with the celebrations. Indeed, a brand new Stadium in Montevideo, ‘The Centenario’, would be built in order to stage the matches. Inevitably, however, the decision to stage so prestigious an occasion on the South American continent led to the withdrawal of the cream of European football. Italy, Holland, Spain and Sweden, all of whom had declared an interest in hosting the tournament, sulkily pulled out. Austria, Germany, Hungary, Switzerland and Czechoslovakia also said no to so long a journey – despite Uruguay’s generous offer to pay all expenses – and Britain, no longer a member of FIFA, maintained their splendid isolation.


The draw pitted teams in four groups of three or four, with only the winners progressing to the semi-finals. Group One featured Argentina, who, along with Uruguay from Group Three, was one of the joint favourites. Indeed, Argentina was runner-up to Uruguay at the Amsterdam Olympics. Stábile and Monti were key players for a team renowned for its virtuoso performances. France, also in the group, were one of four European teams to make the arduous journey south. However, theirs was a respectable rather than exceptional side, with Pinel their towering centre half, and Alex Thepot a goalkeeper of repute. Chile had been playing the game for many years, the South Americans benefiting from a vibrant British community in the nineteenth century. For them, Subiabre, a fine inside forward, represented the greatest danger to their opponents. Mexico, new to the game (their federation had been founded just three years earlier), was the fourth member of an interesting quartet.


In Group Two were Brazil, Bolivia and a fine Yugoslavian team. Football in Brazil, South America’s largest nation, was flourishing, though as an international force they were yet to make a mark, largely, it was suggested, as a result of flagrant prejudice operated against their best black players by the country’s authorities. Yugoslavia had surprisingly disappointed during the Olympics, failing miserably against Portugal; still, they were here and not without hope. In Stefanovic and Beck, Cup winners in France with Sete and Sekulic at Montpelier, they had a trio of professional mercenaries. Marjanovic, too, was a splendid forward, and Tirnanic a tricky right winger.


In Group Three, Uruguay, four weeks in training, had separated from society. Their preparation had been serious, their intention to win. Mazáli, their celebrated goalkeeper, was discarded when he dared to break an imposed curfew. Amongst their many excellent players were Ballesteros (Mazáli’s replacement), Andrade, Scarone and Nasazzi (right back and captain). Peru also arrived courtesy of the recent founding of a National Football Federation. Theirs was an inexperienced team of whom there were few expectations. The Romanians, like all the European entrants, were from the middle order of the continent’s footballing powers, though their monarch, King Carol, had gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure their participation, granting amnesty to suspended players, picking the team personally and negotiating their release from employers.


Group Four featured the United States, Belgium and Paraguay, none of whom were highly regarded; indeed, many of the better players in the United States had joined Britons imported into the country in the American soccer league that had subsequently been outlawed by the United States Association. However, they were fit, and with their impressive physiques they had been dubbed by the French ‘The Shot Putters’.


All matches at Montevideo










	Group 1


	Group 3







	Argentina


	Peru







	Chile


	Romania







	France


	Uruguay







	Mexico


	 







	Group 2


	Group 4







	Bolivia


	Belgium







	Brazil


	Paraguay







	Yugoslavia


	United States








It was France from Group One who opened the Tournament, easily beating Mexico by racing to a 3–0 lead. Though the Mexicans fought back bravely, it was a lost cause, and they finally suffered a 4–1 defeat, Carreño’s goal earning the team some small consolation. On the same day, America provided an immediate shock by pounding their more experienced Belgian opponents 3–0. Packed with British ex-patriots, they proved surprisingly fast and powerful – Belgium, in truth, were a disappointment.


The next day Yugoslavia allayed fears that the South American teams would be totally dominant, deservedly beating Brazil 2–1. Tirnanic and Marjanovic gave them an interval advantage, and Brazil, who replied through Preguinho, floundered against Stefanovic and his defensive colleagues as they sought in vain for an equalizing goal. Meanwhile, Romania’s ‘King’s Men’ beat the inexperienced Peruvians 3–1, Staucin scoring three and Vogl excelling. For the most part, though, football proved a secondary consideration in a rough ill-tempered affair: De Las Casas, capping a miserable day, was sent off – the first player ever dismissed in a World Cup fixture.


Argentina now came into the competition, winning 1–0 against France, the goal provided by the tough-tackling Monti, though they were unimpressive and given an uncomfortable time by their opponents. A distraction caused by referee Sr. Rego blowing the half-time whistle too soon provoked a pitch invasion which considerably delayed the re-start of the match. France suffered further when a problem that would plague future tournaments surfaced for the very first time: one of eccentric organisation. France, the losers, had been asked to play a second game in two days and were clearly disadvantaged, whilst Chile had not yet played at all!


The following day Chile got their opportunity and swept aside the naive Mexicans, Subiabre twice finding the net, and Vidal, the Chileans’ other inside forward, also rewarding enterprising play.


Yugoslavia in their three-way Group confirmed a place in the semi-finals against Bolivia, though their victory celebrations – considered inevitable – were delayed by their hopelessly outplayed opponents, whose luck and desperate tackling worried them for an hour. Bolivia, however, soon tired and finally collapsed, going down 4–0. Beck scored two, Marjanovic and Vujadinovic one each, as Yugoslavia finally feasted on Bolivia’s frailties.


To general surprise America also qualified, beating Paraguay in the same overpowering manner in which they had disposed of Belgium. Patenaude, America’s centre forward, added two to his total, while Florie, their captain and star player, made it a third.


Curiously Uruguay, hosts and favourites, started poorly, the waiting and expectation clearly upsetting their concentration as Peru, so ineffective against Romania, pushed them hard. Castro finally relieved their anxiety with a well taken goal, though their opponents, with Pardon, playing in goal in place of Valdiviso, and left back Maquillon, performed heroics in stemming the steady tide of attacks launched at their goal.


On the following day Chile beat France, the goal-scoring inside forward Subiabre whipping his shot beyond the excellent Thepot, thus condemning the French to an early exit. Meanwhile, Argentina flowed over Mexico, scoring six times. Stábile, a thorn in the side of the Mexican defenders, lead the goal glut, while Zumelzu, making his first appearance, converted two penalties gained from ill-judged tackling. At least poor Mexico could be consoled by their three goals.


In Group Four a match rendered academic by America’s previous success saw Paraguay edge out Belgium. Peña, a clever outside left, supplied a goal to decide a moderate game between two disappointing teams. Brazil, too, already eliminated by Yugoslavia, won their final Group Two fixture 4–0 against Bolivia, though again the Bolivians gave an obstinate, gritty performance, refusing to yield until finally, as in their first match, their stamina and luck dissolved.


Uruguay confirmed their predictable progress from Group One by bewildering the ‘King’s Men’ from Romania with faster movement and rapid passing, Dorado, Scarone, Cea and the young star Anselmo giving them an easy win. In Group One, however, the final fixture in the qualifying round saw Argentina defeating Chile amidst controversy and ugliness. An unpleasant kick by the tempestuous Monti on Chile’s Torres as he stooped to head the ball led to a brief reign of chaos as a brawl ensued. When referee M. Langenus had finally regained control, Argentina reasserted their dominance and Chile succumbed 3–1.


Final Tournament – Uruguay


Group 1


France (3) 4, Mexico (0) 1


13.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


France: Thepot, Mattler, Capelle, Villaplane, Pinel, Chantrel, Liberati, Delfour, Maschinot (2), Laurent (1), Langiller (1)


Mexico: Bonfiglio, Gutierrez R, Rosas M, Rosas F, Sanchez, Amezcua, Perez, Carreño (1), Mejia, Ruiz, Lopez


Referee: Lombardi (Uruguay)


Argentina (0) 1, France (0) 0


15.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Argentina: Bossio, Della Torre, Muttis, Suarez, Monti (1), Evaristo J, Perinetti, Varallo, Ferreyra, Gierro, Evaristo M


France: Thepot, Mattler, Capelle, Villaplane, Pinel, Chantrel, Liberati, Delfour, Maschinot, Laurent, Langiller


Referee: Rego (Brazil)


Chile (1) 3, Mexico (0) 0


16.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Chile: Cortes, Morales, Porier, Torres A, Saavedra, Helgueta, Ojeda, Subiabre (2), Villalobos, Vidal, Scheuerberger


Mexico: Sota, Gutierrez R, Rosas M, Rosas F, Sanchez, Amezcua, Perez, Carreño, Ruiz, Gayon, Lopez


Referee: Christophe (Belgium)


Chile (0) 1, France (0) 0


19.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Chile: Cortes, Ciaparro, Morales, Torres A, Saavedra, Torres C, Ojeda, Subiabre (1), Villalobos, Vidal, Scheuerberger


France: Thepot, Mattler, Capelle, Chantrel, Delmer, Villaplane, Liberati, Delfour, Pinel, Veinante, Langiller


Referee: Tejada (Uruguay)


Argentina (3) 6, Mexico (1) 3


19.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Argentina: Bossio, Della Torre, Paternoster, Cividini, Zumelzu (2 pens), Orlandini, Peucelle, Varallo (1), Stábile (3), Demaria, Spadaro


Mexico: Bonfiglio, Gutierrez R, Gutierrez F, Rosas M (2 pens), Sanchez, Rodriguez, Rosas F, Lopez (1), Gayon, Carreño, Olivares


Referee: Saucedo (Bolivia)


Argentina (2) 3, Chile (1) 1


22.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Argentina: Bossio, Della Torre, Paternoster, Evaristo J, Monti, Orlandini, Peucelle, Varallo, Stábile (2), Ferreyra, Evaristo M (1)


Chile: Cortes, Ciaparro, Morales, Torres A, Saavedra, Torres C, Avellane, Subiabre (1), Villalobos, Vidal, Aquilera


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


[image: images]


Group 2


Yugoslavia (2) 2, Brazil (0) 1


14.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Yugoslavia: Jaksic, Ivkovic, Mihailovic, Arsenijevic, Stefanovic, Dokic, Tirnanic (1), Marjanovic (1), Beck, Vujadinovic, Sekulic


Brazil: Joel, Brilhante, Italia, Hermogenes, Fausto, Fernando, Poly, Nilo, Araken, Preguinho (1), Moderato


Referee: Tejada (Uruguay)


Yugoslavia (0) 4, Bolivia (0) 0


17.3.30 MONTEVIDEO


Yugoslavia: Jaksic, Ivkovic, Mihailovic, Arsenijevic, Stefanovic, Dokic, Tirnanic, Marjanovic (1), Beck (2), Vujadinovic (1), Najdanovic


Bolivia: Bermudez, Durandal, Ciavarria, Argote, Lara, Valderrama, Gomez, Bustamante, Mendez, Alborta, Fernández


Referee: Mateucci (Mexico)


Brazil (1) 4, Bolivia (0) 0


20.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Brazil: Velloso, Ze Lulz, Italia, Hermogenes, Fausto, Fernando, Benedito, Russinho, Leite, Preguinho (2), Moderato (2)


Bolivia: Bermudez, Durandal, Ciavarria, Sainz, Lara, Valderrama, Ortiz, Bustamante, Mendez, Alborta, Fernández


Referee: Balway (France)


[image: images]


Group 3


Romania (1) 3, Peru (0) 1


14.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Romania: Lapusneanu, Steiner, Bürger, Rafinski, Vogl, Fieraru, Covaci, Desu, Wetzer, Staucin (2), Barbu (1)


Peru: Valdiviso, De Las Casas, Soria, Galindo, Garcia, Valle, Flores, Villanueva, Denegri, Neira, Souza (1)


Referee: Warken (Chile)


Uruguay (0) 1, Peru (0) 0


18.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Uruguay: Ballesteros, Nasazzi, Tejera, Andrade, Fernández, Gestido, Urdináran, Castro (1), Petrone, Cea, Iriarte


Peru: Pardon, De Las Casas, Maquillon, Denegri, Galindo, Astengo, Lavalle, Flores, Villanueva, Neira, Souza


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


Uruguay (3) 4, Romania (0) 0


21.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Uruguay: Ballesteros, Nasazzi, Mascheroni, Andrade, Fernández, Gestido, Dorado (1), Scarone (1), Anselmo (1), Cea (1), Iriarte


Romania: Lapusneanu, Bürger, Tacu, Robi, Vogl, Fieraru, Covaci, Desu, Wetzer, Rafinski, Barbu


Referee: Rego (Brazil)


[image: images]


Group 4


USA (2) 3, Belgium (0) 0


13.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


USA: Douglas, Wood, Moorhouse, Gallacher, Tracey, Brown, Gonsalvez, Florie, Patenaude (1), Auld, McGhee (2)


Belgium: Badjou, Nouwens, Hoydonckx, Braine, Hellemans, Declercq, Diddens, Moeschal, Adams, Voorhoof, Versijp


Referee: Macias (Argentina)


USA (2) 3, Paraguay (0) 0


17.3.30 MONTEVIDEO


USA: Douglas, Wood, Moorhouse, Gallacher, Tracey, Brown, Gonsalvez, Florie (1), Patenaude (2), Auld, McGhee


Paraguay: Denis, Olmedo, Miracca, Etcheverri, Diaz, Aguirre, Nessi, Dominguez, Gonzales, Caceres, Peña


Referee: Macias (Argentina)


Paraguay (1) 1, Belgium (0) 0


20.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Paraguay: Benitez P, Olmedo, Flores, Benitez S, Diaz, Garcete, Nessi, Romero, Gonzales, Caceres, Peña (1)


Belgium: Badjou, De Deken, Hoydonckx, Braine, Hellemans, Moeschal, Versijp, Delbeke, Adams, Nouwens, Diddens


Referee: Vallarino (Uruguay)


[image: images]


THE SEMI-FINALS


Pitting Uruguay against Yugoslavia, and Argentina against USA, sadly the semi-finals were hopelessly one-sided. Argentina first contemptuously overwhelmed the Americans, their lead, thanks in the main to heroic defending, restricted at half-time to 1–0; thereafter it became a procession as the South Americans ambled to the first ever World Cup final by 6–1.


Yugoslavia also found to their chagrin that they were no match for Uruguay, and were themselves ground down by a team infinitely more talented than their own. Cea fired a hat-trick, Anselimo a brace and Iriarte finally dispatched them. Sekulic’s goal in response was a mere blip in the mounting celebrations.


Semi-Finals


Argentina (1) 6, USA (0) 1


26.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Argentina: Botasso, Della Torre, Paternoster, Evaristo J, Monti (2), Orlandini, Peucelle, Scopelli (2), Stábile (2), Ferreyra, Evaristo M


USA: Douglas, Wood, Moorhouse, Gallacher, Tracey, Brown (1), Gonsalvez, Florie, Patenaude, Auld, McGhee


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


Uruguay (3) 6, Yugoslavia (1) 1


27.3.30 MONTEVIDEO


Uruguay: Ballesteros, Nasazzi, Mascheroni, Andrade, Fernández, Gestido, Dorado, Scarone, Anselmo (2), Cea (3), Iriarte (1)


Yugoslavia: Jaksic, Ivkovic, Mihailovic, Arsenijevic, Stefanovic, Dokic, Tirnanic, Marjanovic, Beck, Vujadinovic, Sekulic (1)


Referee: Rego (Brazil)


THE FINAL


As had been anticipated, it was Uruguay and Argentina, obviously the best teams, who would renew their bitter rivalry in a final contest for the Trophy of Jules Rimet and the title ‘World Champions’.


For the final, Uruguay were forced to recall Castro in place of the injured Anselmo. The home team consequently began nervously, conceding the initiative. A goal by Dorado failed to galvanize them, and the persistence of Argentina was rewarded as first Peucelle and then the prolific Stábile put them ahead at the end of the first half. However, Uruguay began to find their form, with Cea ending a Nasazzi run firing past Botasso for 2–2, and hard though Argentina tried, they could not resist. Iriarte made it 3–2 and then Castro crowned his good fortune with a fourth. To the cacophonic symphony of their delirious supporters, Uruguay were acknowledged Champions.


Final


Uruguay (1) 4, Argentina (2) 2


30.7.30 MONTEVIDEO


Uruguay: Ballesteros, Nasazzi, Mascheroni, Andrade, Gestido, Fernández, Dorado (1), Scarone, Castro (1), Cea (1), Iriarte (1)


Argentina: Botasso, Della Torre, Paternoster, Evaristo J, Monti, Suarez, Peucelle (1), Varallo, Stábile (1), Ferreyra, Evaristo M


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


The Tournament itself had been a great success, ensuring its own future. Moreover, the best teams by far had contested an exciting final. Still, with so many of Europe’s finest declining to compete, there had been a predictability about proceedings which somewhat diminished Uruguay’s achievement. The champions would remember, and in 1934 when Europe, specifically Italy, hosted the competition, Uruguay would tartly but understandably refuse to travel to defend their crown.




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CHAPTER 2


ITALY


1934




 


 


Qualifying Tournament


32 entries


Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Haiti, Holland, Hungary, Republic of Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Palestine, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, USA, Yugoslavia


Group 1 (USA, Cuba, Mexico, Haiti)


Haiti v Cuba 1–3, Haiti v Cuba 1–1, Haiti v Cuba 0–6, Mexico v Cuba 3–2, Mexico v Cuba 5–0, Mexico v Cuba 4–1


Extra qualifying match (in Rome)


USA v Mexico 4–2


USA qualified


Group 2 (Brazil, Peru)


Brazil qualified (Peru withdrew)


Group 3 (Argentina, Chile)


Argentina qualified (Chile withdrew)


Group 4 (Egypt, Palestine, Turkey withdrew)


Egypt v Palestine 7–1, Egypt v Palestine 4–1


Egypt qualified


Group 5 (Sweden, Estonia, Lithuania)


Sweden v Estonia 6–2, Lithuania v Sweden 0–2


Sweden qualified


Group 6 (Spain, Portugal)


Spain v Portugal 9–0, Spain v Portugal 2–1


Spain qualified


Group 7 (Italy, Greece)


Italy v Greece 4–0


Italy qualified


Group 8 (Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria)


Bulgaria v Hungary 1–4, Austria v Bulgaria 6–1, Hungary v Bulgaria 4–1


Austria and Hungary qualified


Group 9 (Czechoslovakia, Poland)


Poland v Czechoslovakia 1–2


Poland withdrew before return match


Czechoslovakia qualified


Group 10 (Yugoslavia, Switzerland, Romania)


Yugoslavia v Switzerland 2–2, Switzerland v Romania 2–2, Romania v Yugoslavia 2–1


Switzerland and Romania qualified


Group 11 (Holland, Belgium, Rep of Ireland)


Rep of Ireland v Belgium 4–4, Holland v Rep of Ireland 5–2, Belgium v Holland 2–4


Holland and Belgium qualified (Belgium on goal average)


Group 12 (Germany, France, Luxembourg)


Luxembourg v Germany 1–9, Luxembourg v France 1–6 Germany and France qualified


1934 ITALY 27 May–10 June


QUALIFIERS










	Argentina


	Holland







	Austria


	Hungary







	Belgium


	Italy







	Brazil


	Romania







	Czechoslovakia


	Spain







	Egypt


	Sweden







	France


	Switzerland







	Germany


	United States








It was Italy who emerged from numerous FIFA conferences with the nomination as Europe’s first host nation. Eager to impress, Mussolini’s fascist government relished the opportunity to espouse their virtues, their fine team offering them plentiful scope for propaganda. General Vacaro, appointed as a political representative and President of their Federation, later declared, ‘The ultimate purpose of the Tournament was to show that fascist sport partakes of a great quality of the ideal.’


Once again Britain was in ‘isolation’, and Uruguay, still angry at the European snub of 1930, declined the invitation. Undoubtedly, though, the field was stronger this year and constituted most of the world’s footballing powers of the time. Interestingly, too, the group format incorporated by FIFA for the Montevideo Tournament was dispensed with in favour of a more traditional sixteen-team knockout competition.


Italy were the favourites, with Louis Monti, the roving centre half, one of three Argentineans of Italian origin selected. Pozzo, their coach, justified the Argentineans’ inclusion on the grounds that they would have been called to the flag during the Great War: ‘if they were able to die for Italy they could certainly play for Italy’. Guisseppe Meazza would also play for the Italians, a goal-scoring inside forward and darling of the Internazionale fans. Austria were a major challenger – their ‘Wunder Team’ inspired by Hugo Meisl had annihilated Bulgaria to qualify and had defeated Italy in a friendly match in Turin. Smistik was an adventurous centre half, and the tall blond Matthias Sindelar their sinewy centre forward. Argentina had entered but, tired of losing their best players to the Italian League, they cautiously left many of the team at home. Brazil had also come without the necessity of qualifying. Peru withdrew. Hungary and Spain came as dark horses: the Spanish had demolished poor Portugal 11–1 on aggregate (and included their legendary goalkeeper Ricardo Zamora), and Hungary had a talented team aided by the extraordinary centre forward Dr Georges Sarosi. As for the rest, Czechoslovakia had beaten England earlier in May and appeared to be an emerging nation, while Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, Romania, Belgium, France and Holland completed Europe’s entrants. The USA, with a much changed team, and mysterious Egypt, conquerors of Hungary in the Olympic Tournament of 1924, represented the North American and African continents. Coincidentally, Egypt had drawn… Hungary!


The Draw










	Italy v United States


	Rome







	Czechoslovakia v Romania


	Trieste







	Austria v France


	Turin







	Belgium v Germany


	Florence







	Brazil v Spain


	Genoa







	Argentina v Sweden


	Bologna







	Egypt v Hungary


	Naples







	Holland v Switzerland


	Milan








THE PRELIMINARY ROUND


Italy opened their World Cup in devastating style in Florence, sweeping a disappointing America aside by Schiavio scoring a hat-trick. Egypt brought back to Hungary painful memories of Paris 1924. Troubling them repeatedly and with Fawzi snatching two goals, they were level at half-time 2–2. There the similarity ended, as Hungary finally raised their game to eliminate the brave Africans 4–2.


A lethargic Germany were promptly punished by Belgium, whose goals from Voorhoof gave them a surprising early lead. However, the Germans responded, and Conen, scorer of three goals, inspired a comeback from behind for a 5–2 victory, Szepan for Germany proving to be a huge influence. At Bologna an Argentinean team shorn of its class of 1930 by the depredations of Italian clubs went out at once by 3–2 to Sweden, for whom Jonasson, excellent at centre forward, scored twice. There was disappointment for the South Americans that their own aspirations could not have matched the achievements of Stábile and company in the 1930 World Cup. Sweden for their part demonstrated sound technique and unflappable temperament. Brazil were also beaten easily, 3–1, by Spain. Iraragorri and Langara twice netted before the interval, and for Brazil, despite their centre forward Leonidas managing a goal, there was no way back. Switzerland beat Holland in Milan, though it was surprisingly close. Abegglen (one of three brothers to play for the Swiss) scored once and Kielholz twice, with Holland’s reply coming from Vente and Smit. It was at Trieste that Romania, with just Covaci remaining from their Uruguayan enterprise, went out rather unluckily to the Czechs. Dobai put them ahead before Nejedly and then Puc put Czechoslovakia into a 2–1 lead. They held this courtesy of their redoubtable goalkeeper, Planicka, who twice denied the clever and spirited Romanians at the death. Finally, Austria’s ‘Wunder Team’ played France in the last game of the series. France threatened immediately and thereafter matched their more illustrious opponents throughout, despite the loss of their captain, Nicholas, to injury, which left them with only ten fit men. The game ended 2–2. For France the extra-time defeat was cruel: Schall was offside when he received the ball but was allowed to go on and score. Later, much later, Schall would admit that he was indeed offside, but by then France had gone home.


Final Tournament – Italy


Preliminary Round


Italy (3) 7, USA (0) 1


27.5.34 ROME


Italy: Combi, Rosetta, Allemandi, Pizziolo, Monti, Bertolini, Guaita, Meazza (1), Schiavio (3), Ferrari (1), Orsi (2)


USA: Hjulian, Czerkiewicz, Moorhouse, Pietras, Gonsalvez, Florie, Ryan, Nilson, Donelli (1), Dick, MacLean


Referee: Mercet (Switzerland)


Czechoslovakia (0) 2, Romania (1) 1


27.5.34 TRIESTE


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Zenizek, Ctyroky, Kostalek, Cambal, Krcil, Junek, Silny, Sobotka, Nejedly (1), Puc (1)


Romania: Zambori, Vogl, Albu, Deheleanu, Cotormani, Moravet, Bindea, Covaci, Sepi, Bodola, Dobai (1)


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


Spain (3) 3, Brazil (0) 1


27.5.34 GENOA


Spain: Zamora, Ciriaco, Quincoces, Cillaurren, Muquerza, Marculeta, Lafuente, Iraragorri (1 pen), Langara (2), Lecue, Gorostiza


Brazil: Pedrosa, Sylvio Hoffmann, Luz, Tinoco, Martim Silveira, Armandinho, Canalli, Luizinho, Waldemar, Patesko, Leonidas (1)


Referee: Birlem (Germany)


Switzerland (2) 3, Holland (1)


27.5.34 2 MILAN


Switzerland: Sechehaye, Minelli, Weiler, Guinchard, Jaccard, Hufschmid, Von Känel, Passello, Kielholz (2), Abegglen III (1), Bossi


Netherlands: Van der Meulen, Weber, Van Run, Pellikaan, Anderiesen, Van Heel, Wels, Vente (1), Bakhuijs, Smit (1), Van Nellen


Referee: Eklind (Sweden)


Sweden (1) 3, Argentina (1) 2


27.5.34 BOLOGNA


Sweden: Rydberg, Axelsson, Andersson S, Carlsson, Rosen, Andersson E, Dunker, Gustavsson, Jonasson (2), Keller, Kroon (1)


Argentina: Freschi, Pedevilla, Belis (1), Nehin, Sosa-Ubrieta, Lopez, Rua, Wilde, De Vincenzi, Galateo (1), Irañeta


Referee: Braun (Austria)


Germany (1) 5, Belgium (2) 2


27.5.34 FLORENCE


Germany: Kress, Haringer, Schwartz, Janes, Szepan, Zielinski, Lehner, Hohmann, Conen (3), Siffling, Kobierski (2)


Belgium: Van De Weyer, Smellinckx, Joachim, Peeraer, Welkenhuyzen, Klaessens, Devries, Voorhoof (2), Capelle, Gimmonprez, Herremans


Referee: Mattea (Italy)


Austria (1) 3, France (1) 2 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


27.5.34 TURIN


Austria: Platzer, Cisar, Sesta, Wagner, Smistik, Urbanek, Zischek, Bican (1), Sindelar (1), Schall (1), Viertel


France: Thepot, Mairesse, Mattler, Delfour, Verriest (1 pen), Llense, Keller, Alcazar, Nicolas (1), Rio, Aston


Referee: Van Moorsel (Netherlands)


Hungary (2) 4, Egypt (2) 2


27.5.34 NAPLES


Hungary: Szabo A, Futo, Sternberg, Palotas, Szücs, Lazar, Markos, Vincze (1), Teleki (1), Toldi (2), Szabo F


Egypt: Moustafa Kemal, Ali Caf, Hamitu, El Far, Refaat, Rayab, Latif, Fawzi (2), Muktar, Masoud Kemal, Hassan


Referee: Barlassina (Italy)


Quarter-Finals










	Italy v Spain


	Florence







	Austria v Hungary


	Bologna







	Czechoslovakia v Switzerland


	Turin







	Sweden v Germany


	Milan








THE QUARTER-FINALS


Performing stoically in Florence and with great distinction, the Spanish, unfortunate in drawing rampant Italy, went out in a replay. Regueiro put them ahead in the first tie but though the magnificent Zamora produced heroics in goal, Italy’s bombardment finally paid dividends when Ferrari grabbed their equalizer. Extra time brought no goals but several bruises as the spirit of the game degenerated. Significantly Zamora, a casualty, did not recover for the replay just 48 hours later. This time Italy prevailed as two tired teams battled out another dour physical struggle officiated with astonishing ineptitude by the myopic refereeing of M. Mercet of Switzerland, Meazza firing past Nogues, Spain’s replacement goalkeeper, for a deserved win. Quincoces, however, was hugely impressive in the Spaniards’ defence.


Czechoslovakia again squeezed through in Turin against Switzerland in a lively encounter, Svoboda and Sobotka scoring for the Czechs, and Kielholz and Abegglen III for the Swiss. It was 2–2 and the game appeared to be drifting towards extra time when Nejedly struck an 85th minute winner past the despairing Sechehaye.


Austria, too, progressed at the expense of their Danubian rivals Hungary by 2–1, though instead of the anticipated football exhibition, an ugly, ill-tempered affair saw a series of niggling spiteful challenges, one of which resulted in Hungary’s Markos being dismissed. ‘It was a brawl,’ said Hugo Meisl afterwards.


Germany were the final entrants to the semi-finals, removing a Swedish team reduced to ten men for most of the game, with a result of 2–1. Hohmann scored two goals against the gallant Swedes, though they clung on, scoring through Dunker, and harried the Germans vainly to the final whistle.


Quarter-Finals


Germany (0) 2, Sweden (0) 1


31.5.34 MILAN


Germany: Kress, Haringer, Busch, Gramlich, Szepan, Zielinski, Lehner, Hohmann (2), Conen, Siffling, Kobierski


Sweden: Rydberg, Axelsson, Andersson S, Carlsson, Rosen, Andersson E, Dunker (1), Gustavsson, Jonasson, Keller, Kroon


Referee: Barlassina (Italy)


Czechoslovakia (1) 3, Switzerland (1) 2


31.5.34 TURIN


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Zenizek, Ctyroky, Kostalek, Cambal, Krcil, Junek, Svoboda (1), Sobotka (1), Nejedly (1), Puc


Switzerland: Sechehaye, Minelli, Weiler, Guinchard, Jaccard, Hufschmid, Von Känel, Jaeggi IV, Kielholz (1), Abegglen III (1), Jack


Referee: Beranek (Austria)


Austria (1) 2, Hungary (0) 1


31.5.34 BOLOGNA


Austria: Platzer, Cisar, Sesta, Wagner, Smistik, Urbanek, Zischek (1), Bican, Sindelar, Horvath (1), Viertel


Hungary: Szabo A, Vago, Sternberg, Palotas, Szücs, Szalay, Markos, Avar, Sarosi (1 pen), Toldi, Kemeny


Referee: Mattea (Italy)


Italy (0) 1, Spain (1) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


31.5.34 FLORENCE


Italy: Combi, Monzeglio, Allemandi, Pizziolo, Monti, Castellazzi, Guaita, Meazza, Schiavio, Ferrari (1), Orsi


Spain: Zamora, Ciriaco, Quincoces, Cillaurren, Muquerza, Lecue, Lafuente, Iraragorri, Langara, Regueiro (1), Gorostiza


Referee: Baert (Belgium)


Quarter-Final Replay


Italy (1) 1, Spain (0) 0


1.6.34 FLORENCE


Italy: Combi, Monzeglio, Allemandi, Ferraris IV, Monti, Bertolini, Guaita, Meazza (1), Borel II, Demaria, Orsi


Spain: Nogues, Zabalo, Quincoces, Cillaurren, Muquerza, Lecue, Ventoira, Regueiro, Campanal, Chacha, Bosch


Referee: Mercet (Switzerland)


THE SEMI-FINALS


At Milan, with the benefit of just two days to recover and prepare, Italy showed remarkable resolve in outworking the Austrians. Guaita, one of the Argentineans, gave them an early lead as they dominated the first half, so that Austria’s revival proved too little too late and they went out lamely 1–0. In Rome it was again the free-scoring Nejedly who proved to be the decisive factor. Taking the lead, the Czechs appeared on course, and though Noack scored comically for the Germans when the reliable Planicka inexplicably watched the shot fly into his goal, they were not distracted, winning easily 3–1.


Semi-Finals


Czechoslovakia (1) 3, Germany (0) 1


3.6.34 ROME


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Ctyroky, Bürger, Kostalek, Cambal, Krcil (1), Junek, Svoboda, Sobotka, Nejedly (2), Puc


Germany: Kress, Busch, Haringer, Zielinski, Szepan, Bender, Lehner, Siffling, Conen, Noack (1), Kobierski


Referee: Barlassina (Italy)


Italy (1) 1, Austria (0) 0


3.6.34 MILAN


Italy: Combi, Monzeglio, Allemandi, Ferraris IV, Monti, Bertolini, Guaita (1), Meazza, Schiavio, Ferrari, Orsi


Austria: Platzer, Cisar, Sesta, Wagner, Smistik, Urbanek, Zischek, Bican, Sindelar, Schall, Viertel


Referee: Carraro (Italy)


PLAY-OFF FOR THIRD PLACE


In the third and fourth place play-off, Austria, so disappointing against Italy, could not lift their spirits sufficiently to beat the technically inferior but tough Germans and went down 3–2 in an indifferent match in Naples.


Match for Third Place


Germany (3) 3, Austria (1) 2


6.6.34 NAPLES


Germany: Jakob, Janes, Busch, Zielinski, Münzenberg, Bender, Lehner (2), Siffling, Conen (1), Szepan, Heidemann


Austria: Platzer, Cisar, Sesta (1), Wagner, Smistik, Urbanek, Zischek, Braun, Bican, Horvath (1), Viertel


Referee: Carraro (Italy)


THE FINAL


The final took place in Rome as the Italian Government milked the moment for yet more fascist propaganda. With a strong will and high expectations, Italy attacked. Czechoslovakia, underrated throughout, defended calmly; the excellent Planicka instilled confidence, and gradually through their neat passing and the presence on the left wing of the speedy Puc, the Czechs gained control. Indisputably the better team, they finally took the lead. Taking a corner, Puc saw the ball returned to him and this time drove it fiercely across Combi and into the Italian net. Now with twenty minutes left and their opponents in apparent disarray, the Czechs went for a clincher. However, Sobotka missed when he might have scored, then Svoboda struck a post mightily. Italy, stunned and outplayed, shook themselves and responded, miraculously, with an unrepeatable freak of a shot: Orsi bent an outrageous right foot past Planicka. Worse was still to follow for the bold Czechs, as the Italians, marginally stronger in extra time and encouraged by their home crowd, pressed. Finally it was Schiavio collecting Guaita’s pass who thumped their second goal home: a winner. Italy, to delirious acclaim, had won – but they had been more than a little lucky.


Final


Italy (0) 2, Czechoslovakia (0) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


10.6.34 ROME


Italy: Combi, Monzeglio, Allemandi, Ferraris IV, Monti, Bertolini, Guaita, Meazza, Schiavio (1), Ferrari, Orsi (1)


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Zenizek, Ctyroky, Kostalek, Cambal, Krcil, Junek, Svoboda, Sobotka, Nejedly, Puc (1)


Referee: Eklind (Sweden)


The Tournament of 1934 held in Europe had been dominated by the Europeans in much the same way as Uruguay had been the preserve of the South Americans. Middle Europe, quite the most powerful football region in the world, had supplied the serious challengers and made the Tournament truly competitive, its outcome uncertain to the very end. Austria, the ‘Wunder Team’, appeared strangely weary by the semi-final and were beaten and outworked by a team clearly disadvantaged by a demanding schedule that included a replay. Czechoslovakia ultimately proved themselves an exceptional team, though when the opportunity came to crown themselves World Champions, they were wasteful, and Italy – tired, dishevelled Italy – gathered themselves and stormed to courageous triumph. In truth, Italy, despite their opportunist government’s unpleasant undertones, deserved to win. They were hard working, skilful and resourceful, and few begrudged their success. Of course, the politics were something else. The Belgian referee John Langenus, who watched the game, later remarked, ‘Italy wanted to win, it was natural, they just allowed it to be seen too clearly.’
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Qualifying Tournament


36 Entries


Italy qualify as holders, France qualify as hosts


Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dutch East Indies, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Hungary, Republic of Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Norway, Palestine, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Surinam, Sweden, Switzerland, USA, Yugoslavia


Group 1 (Germany, Sweden, Estonia, Finland)


Sweden v Finland 4–0, Sweden v Estonia 7–2, Finland v Germany 0–2, Finland v Estonia 0–1, Germany v Estonia 4–1, Germany v Sweden 5–0


[image: images]


Germany and Sweden qualified


Group 2 (Poland, Norway, Yugoslavia, Rep of Ireland)


Poland v Yugoslavia 4–0, Yugoslavia v Poland 1–0, Norway v Rep of Ireland 3–2, Rep of Ireland v Norway 3–3


[image: images]


Poland and Norway qualified


Group 3 (Romania, Egypt)


Romania qualified (Egypt withdrew)


Group 4 (Switzerland, Portugal)


Switzerland v Portugal 2–1 (in Milan)


Switzerland qualified


Group 5 (Hungary, Greece, Palestine)


Palestine v Greece 1–3, Greece v Palestine 1–0, Hungary v Greece 11–1


Hungary qualified


Group 6 (Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria)


Bulgaria v Czechoslovakia 1–1, 0–6


Czechoslovakia qualified


Group 7 (Austria, Latvia, Lithuania)


Latvia v Lithuania 4–2, Lithuania v Latvia 1–5, Austria v Latvia 2–1


Austria qualified


Group 8 (Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg)


Holland v Luxembourg 4–0, Luxembourg v Belgium 2–3, Belgium v Holland 1–1


Holland and Belgium qualified


Group 9 (Dutch East Indies, Japan)


Dutch East Indies qualified (Japan withdrew)


Group 10 (Brazil, Argentina)


Brazil qualified (Argentina withdrew)


Group 11 (USA)


USA withdrew


Group 12 (Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico, El Salvador, Surinam)


Cuba qualified (all teams except Cuba withdrew)


It was 1938 and as the world of football descended on France, the dark clouds of war gathered menacingly over Europe. Austria, annexed by Germany, had been forced to withdraw, their best players conscripted into the German team; Spain were absent, plunged into bloody Civil War at home; and Argentina, failing in their quest to host the Tournament, rather snootily pulled out. Britain still remained on the outside looking in, and Uruguay disappointingly chose not to compete, increasingly concerned with professionalism and its debilitating effects on their national game.


Once more, however, the field was an impressive one, and though there were only fifteen entrants without Austria, the format remained as a straight knockout, with Sweden receiving a first round bye.


Italy were the favourites again, their amiable coach Pozzo declaring his team better than that of 1934. Olympic Champions two years earlier in Germany, Italy now included Ferrari and Rava from that fine team. The Czech side were also strong, retaining such key men as Planicka, Nejedly and Puc from the previous Tournament, though prior to the competition they had suffered the shocking trauma of an 8–3 defeat by Hungary, clearly indicating that the Hungarians, too, demanded respect. Likewise, Switzerland had improved, surprising England in a pre-Tournament friendly in Zurich. For the rest there were France, the hosts; Germany fortified by the Austrian contingent; and Brazil, now a force on their own continent, with Leonidas, a small acrobatic centre forward, to lead them. Poland and Norway, having qualified at the expense of the Republic of Ireland and Yugoslavia, would play in their first competition, Holland in their second, and Belgium, Sweden and Romania in their third. Cuba, having entered for their second attempt at qualification, had watched as one by one their rivals, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, El Salvador and Surinam, had withdrawn for various reasons; so it was that in such peculiar circumstances they were in France without playing a single match! Dutch East Indies had similarly arrived at the Finals by default through Japan’s withdrawal. Like Cuba, little was known of these mysterious men from the Indian Ocean.


1938 FRANCE 4 June–19 June


QUALIFIERS










	Austria (withdrawn)


	Holland







	Belgium


	Hungary







	Brazil


	Italy







	Cuba


	Norway







	Czechoslovakia


	Poland







	Dutch East Indies


	Romania







	France


	Sweden







	Germany


	Switzerland








The Draw


Belgium v France


Brazil v Poland


Cuba v Romania


Czechoslovakia v Holland


Dutch East Indies v Hungary


Germany v Switzerland


Italy v Norway


Sweden – Bye


PRELIMINARY ROUND


The Tournament began with a stark contrast in the quality of the teams and matches. Hungary, seizing on the weaknesses of the team from the Dutch East Indies, rampaged through them, threatening a huge total. With a score of 4–0 at half time, however, it was a merciful 6–0 at the end, Sarosi and Zsengeller with two goals each, Toldi with one and Kohut with one, the outclassed Asians going out at Reims. Switzerland and Germany meeting in Paris served up a tense, close affair. The Germans fielding four Austrians took the lead, a cross from one of them, Presser, met emphatically by Gauchel for 1–0. Switzerland, undeterred, responded swiftly, and Abegglen III rose to head an equalizer to finish 1–1. Extra time brought drama, Presser being banished for a foul, but no goals. The replay provided more excitement still as the Swiss, 2–0 behind and heading towards the exit door, recovered, exhibiting a remarkable strength of character to score, survive an onslaught and a period playing with ten men to ultimately surge to a handsome victory over their broken, weary opponents 4–2. Romania, too, were forced to an unlikely replay by the minnows from Cuba. Trailing, Cuba made a mighty effort, upsetting the Europeans with their pacey forwards and scoring an equalizer. Extra time saw them take the lead before Romania composed themselves, went on the offensive and levelled at 3–3. Shockingly, Romania in Toulouse, learning nothing from the first match, went out controversially. They only had themselves to blame: again the first goal, scored by Dobai, was theirs; again the persistent Cubans fought back through Sosa and Maquina for 2–1, and this time it proved enough. Italy, given the relatively simple task of removing Norway, made horribly hard work of it in Marseilles. The Norwegians, revelling in the role of no-hopers, fell behind at once but thereafter tore into the Italians with relish, Olivieri, the brilliant goalkeeper, denying them aided by his goal frame – which was hit three times. But even his inspired acrobatics could not prevent Brustad’s equalizer. With extra time the sleeping giant awakened from its slumbers and struck down. Finally the game outsider who had had the temerity to challenge them succumbed, Piola stabbing home a loose ball for 2–1. Italy had been fortunate indeed.


Czechoslovakia also needed extra time to dismiss their resolute opponents, though Holland’s resistance crumbled after they fell behind. It was 3–0 at the end, and the Dutch left to rue the absence of their most prolific goal-scorer, Bakhuijs.


France also came through, but more comfortably against a desperately moderate Belgian team 3–1. Nicolas, their captain, so unlucky in Italy four years earlier, scored twice and created uncertainty in the minds of Belgium’s brittle defenders.


So to Strasbourg and an absorbing, pulsating contest between two uninhibited teams, Poland and Brazil intent only on attack. Brazil began the better, taking control and the half-time lead; Poland, undeterred, hit back in sensational fashion to leave the score 4–4 at the end, Leonidas and his Polish counterpart Willimowski each with a hat-trick, though neither had slaked their thirst for goals as extra time proceeded. Another for both left the game extraordinarily poised at 5–5. But it was Brazil who found a winner: Romeo allowed space and thumped the ball home for 6–5. Dejection for the Poles but delirium for Brazil.


Final Tournament – France Preliminary Round


Switzerland (1) 1, Germany (1) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


4.6.38 PARIS


Switzerland: Huber, Minelli, Lehmann, Springer, Vernati, Lörtscher, Amado, Walaschek, Bickel, Abegglen III (1), Aeby


Germany: Raftl, Janes, Schmaus, Kupfer, Mock, Ritzinger, Lehner, Gellesch, Gauchel (1), Hahnemann, Pesser


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


Hungary (4) 6, Dutch East Indies (0) 0


4.6.38 REIMS


Hungary: Hada, Koranyi, Biro, Lazar, Turai, Balogh, Sas, Zsengeller (2), Sarosi (2), Toldi (1), Kohut (1)


Dutch East Indies: Mo Heng, Hu Kon, Samuels, Nawir, Meng, Anwar, Hang Djin, Soedarmadji, Sommers, Pattiwael, Taihutti


Referee: Conrie (France)


France (2) 3, Belgium (1) 1


5.6.38 PARIS


France: Dilorto, Cazenave, Mattler, Bastien, Jordan, Diagne, Aston, Nicolas (2), Delfour, Vienante (1), Heisserer


Belgium: Badjou, Paverick, Sayes, Van Alphen, Stynen, De Winter, Van de Wouwer, Voorhoof, Isemborghs (1), Braine, Byle


Referee: Wuthrich (Switzerland)


Brazil (2) 6, Poland (1) 5 (aet, 4–4 at 90 mins)


5.6.38 STRASBOURG


Brazil: Batatais, Domingos, Machado, Procopio, Martim Silveira, Afonsinho, Lopes, Romeo (1), Leonidas (4), Peracio (1), Hercules


Poland: Madesjski, Szcepaniak, Galecki, Gora, Nyc, Dytko, Piece L, Piontek (1), Szerfke, Willimowski (4), Wodarz


Referee: Eklind (Sweden)


Czechoslovakia (0) 3, Holland (0) 0 (aet, 0–0 at 90 mins)


5.6.38 LE HAVRE


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Burger, Daucik, Kostalek (1), Boucek (1), Kopecky, Riha, Simunek, Zeman, Nejedly (1), Puc


Holland: Van Male, Weber, Caldenhove, Paauwe, Anderiesen, Van Heel, Wels, Van de Veen, Smit, Vente, De Harder


Referee: Leclerq (France)


Italy (1) 2, Norway (0) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


5.6.38 MARSEILLES


Italy: Olivieri, Monzeglio, Rava, Serantoni, Andreolo, Locatelli, Pasinati, Meazza, Piola (1), Ferrari (1), Ferraris II


Norway: Johansen H, Johannesen R, Holmsen, Henriksen, Eriksen, Homberg, Frantzen, Kvammen, Brunyldsen, Isaksen, Brustad (1)


Referee: Beranek (Austria)


Cuba (1) 3, Romania (1) 3 (aet, 2–2 at 90 mins)


5.6.38 TOULOUSE


Cuba: Carvajales, Barquin, Chorens, Arias, Rodriguez, Berges, Maquina (1), Fernandez, Socorro, Tunas (1), Sosa (1)


Romania: Pavlovici, Burger, Chiroiu, Vintila, Rasinaru, Rafinski, Bindea, Covaci (1), Baratki (1), Bodola, Dobai (1)


Referee: Scarpi (Italy)


Replays


Switzerland (1) 4, Germany (2) 2


9.6.38 PARIS


Switzerland: Huber, Minelli, Lehmann, Springer, Vernati, Lörtscher (o.g.), Amado, Abegglen III (2), Bickel (1), Walaschek (1), Aeby


Germany: Raftl, Janes, Streitle, Kupfer, Goldbrunner, Skoumal, Lehner, Stroh, Hahnemann (1), Szepan, Neumer


Referee: Eklind (Sweden)


Cuba (1) 2, Romania (1) 1


9.6.38 TOULOUSE


Cuba: Ayra, Barquin, Chorens, Arias, Rodriguez, Berges, Maquina (1), Fernandez, Socorro (1), Tunas, Sosa


Romania: Sadowski, Burger, Felecan, Barbulescu, Rasinaru, Rafinski, Bogden, Moldoveanu, Baratki, Pranzler, Dobai (1)


Referee: Birlem (Germany)


THE QUARTER-FINALS


At this point Sweden belatedly entered the Tournament, lucky in receiving a bye extended with a quarter-final against tiny Cuba. Exhausted by their Herculean effort against Romania, it was predictably a no contest, the powerful Scandinavians winning at a canter, Wetterström, their speedy winger, providing four of their eight goals.


In Paris, Italy recovered from their indifferent form to account comprehensively for French hopes. Colaussi for Italy and Heisserer for France scored before the interval for 1–1, but thereafter the French, encouraged by vociferous support, tried to seize the initiative, allowing Italy to capitalize on the counterattack, Piola their executioner with two goals to win the game 3–1. Hungary, rampant and then oddly lethargic against the feeble Dutch East Indies, met the Swiss, their far fresher team winning the day 2–0 with quicker, cleverer football, Zsengeller providing the goals.


In Bordeaux a promising match between Czechoslovakia and Brazil was absolutely ruined by sickening violence and undisciplined retaliation as both teams sought to take the law into their own hands. Brazil started the trouble but Czechoslovakia suffered the more severe injuries – Planicka had an arm broken, and the immensely gifted Nejedly a leg – though they were hardly blameless themselves. Brazil had two sent off, the Czechs one, and in extra time the eight remaining Europeans defied nine South Americans. The result of this shambles was a final score of 1–1, the consequence a replay… and FIFA prayed for cool heads.


In the event the teams collectively made a remarkable fifteen changes and the result two days later was a relatively calm affair. Czechoslovakia, while missing the influence of Nejedly, scored first through Kopecky – who later limped off injured – and should have won; but they didn’t. Brazil equalized through Leonidas and then Roberto fired them into the semi-finals. They had been more than a little lucky.


QUARTER-FINALS


Sweden (4) 8, Cuba (0) 0


12.6.38 ANTIBES


Sweden: Abrahamsson, Eriksson, Källgren, Almgren, Jacobsson, Svanström, Wetterström (4), Keller (1), Andersson H (1), Jonasson (1), Nyberg (1)


Cuba: Carvajales, Barquin, Chorens, Arias, Rodriguez, Berges, Ferrer, Fernandez, Socorro, Tunas, Alonzo


Referee: Krist (Czechoslovakia)


Hungary (1) 2, Switzerland (0) 0


12.6.38 LILLE


Hungary: Szabo, Koranyi, Biro, Szalay, Turai, Lazar, Sas, Vincze, Sarosi, Zsengeller (2), Kohut


Switzerland: Huber, Stelzer, Lehmann, Springer, Vernati, Lörtscher, Amado, Walaschek, Bickel, Abegglen III, Grassi


Referee: Barlassina (Italy)


Italy (1) 3, France (1) 1


12.6.38 PARIS


Italy: Olivieri, Foni, Rava, Serantoni, Andreolo, Locatelli, Biavati, Meazza, Piola (2), Ferrari, Colaussi (1)


France: Dilorto, Cazenave, Mattler, Bastien, Jordan, Diagne, Aston, Heisserer (1), Nicolas, Delfour, Veinante


Referee: Baert (Belgium)


Brazil (1) 1, Czechoslovakia (1) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


12.6.38 BORDEAUX


Brazil: Walter, Domingos, Machado, Procopio, Martim Silveira, Afonsinho, Lopes, Romeo, Leonidas (1), Peracio, Hercules


Czechoslovakia: Planicka, Bürger, Daucik, Kostalek, Boucek, Kopecky, Riha, Simunek, Ludl, Nejedly (1 pen), Puc


Referee: Hertzka (Hungary)


Replay


Brazil (0) 2, Czechoslovakia (1) 1


14.6.38 BORDEAUX


Brazil: Walter, Jau, Nariz, Brito, Brandao, Argemiro, Roberto (1), Luizinho, Leonidas (1), Tim, Patesko


Czechoslovakia: Burkert, Burger, Daucik, Kostalek, Boucek, Ludl, Horak, Senecky, Kreutz, Kopecky (1), Rulc


Referee: Capdeville (France)


THE SEMI-FINALS


Brazil, tired after their traumas, were beaten with some comfort by the more fluent Italians in Marseilles. Forced into changes, they resisted bravely through until Colaussi fired home and Meazza added a second by converting a penalty kick resulting from an untimely challenge by Domingos on Piola, for 2–0. A late goal by Romeo could not save them. The Champions were through and would defend their title in Paris.


Hungary earned the right to face them, dismissing Sweden with contemptuous ease. The Swedes took the lead when Nyberg astonished the Hungarians with a shot after just 35 seconds; but then their luck ran out. Hungary began to dominate absolutely. Szengeller, prolific throughout the competition, added three more goals, Sarosi and Titkos, the left winger, joining the party as they ran out 5–1 winners at the end. It was a score which without argument flattered the outclassed Scandinavians.


Semi-Finals


Italy (0) 2, Brazil (0) 1


16.6.38 MARSEILLES


Italy: Olivieri, Foni, Rava, Serantoni, Andreolo, Locatelli, Biavati, Meazza (1 pen), Piola, Ferrari, Colaussi (1)


Brazil: Walter, Domingos, Machado, Procopio, Martim Silveira, Afonsinho, Lopes, Luizinho, Peracio, Romeo (1), Patesko


Referee: Wuthrich (Switzerland)


Hungary (3) 5, Sweden (1) 1


16.6.38 PARIS


Hungary: Szabo, Koranyi, Biro, Szalay, Turai, Lazar, Sas, Zsengeller (3), Sarosi (1), Toldi, Titkos (1)


Sweden: Abrahamsson, Eriksson, Källgren, Almgren, Jacobsson, Svanström, Wetterström, Keller, Andersson H, Jonasson, Nyberg (1)


Referee: Leclerq (France)


PLAY-OFF FOR THIRD PLACE


On the day of the final, Sweden and Brazil contested third place in Bordeaux. Brazil, still appearing weary, surprisingly went behind, and at half time seemed destined for defeat. It was then that Leonidas, the little centre forward notably absent from their semi-final defeat, struck twice. Consequently, Brazil deservedly raced to a 4–2 victory – theirs had been an exciting though controversial adventure.


Match for Third Place


Brazil (1) 4, Sweden (2) 2


19.6.38 BORDEAUX


Brazil: Batatais, Domingos, Machado, Procopio, Brandao, Afonsinho, Roberto, Romeo (1), Leonidas (2), Peracio (1), Patesho


Sweden: Abrahamsson, Eriksson, Nilsson, Almgren, Linderholm, Svanström, Persson, Andersson H, Jonasson (1), Anderson A, Nyberg (1)


Referee: Langenus (Belgium)


THE FINAL


So to the third World Cup final in Paris, and this time the quicker, more incisive Italian team left no one in any doubt as to who was the world’s finest team. Collaussi, a constant threat, scored first, and despite Titkos’s reply within two minutes, Meazza seized on Piola’s inviting pass to regain the lead. Hungary, slick and patient going forward, allowed Italy far too much room to attack them. Meazza scored again for 3–1 and while Sarosi scored from close range for 3–2, the masterful Italian defence held sway and Piola capped a fine performance with an excellent goal, driving home Biavati’s inventive reverse pass for 4–2. Italy were Champions again.


Final


Italy (3) 4, Hungary (1) 2


19.6.38 PARIS


Italy: Olivieri, Foni, Rava, Serantoni, Andreolo, Locatelli, Biavati, Meazza, Piola (2), Ferrari, Colaussi (2)


Hungary: Szabo, Polgar, Biro, Szalay, Szücs, Lazar, Sas, Vincze, Sarosi (1), Zsengeller, Titkos (1)


Referee: Capdeville (France)


So Italy were crowned kings of football again. True, they had been shaken by the valiant Norwegians, but had learned and prospered from their experience. Czechoslovakia and Brazil, both fine teams, had indulged in an ugly, brutal encounter, which ultimately accounted for the survivor, Brazil, unlikely to recover from so physical a contest so soon. Hungary had improved immensely, their progress, amidst all of the shenanigans seen elsewhere, largely unnoticed – but they would return with a vengeance.


Whilst all departed, the triumphant and the vanquished, perhaps all cast an anxious glance skyward at those bleakest of storm clouds. Bearing with them war, tragedy and sadness, they would plunge the world into a protracted conflict, and football would be rendered meaningless.


As war raged, what of the Jules Rimet Trophy? Deeply distrustful of their own Mussolini-led government, Italy’s Sports Ministry conspired to remove it from its storage in the vaults of a Rome Bank and delivered it to their secretary, Otto Barassi, who, fearful of its discovery and confiscation, hid it in a shoe box stowed under his bed! There it remained in safety, waiting patiently for hostilities to cease so that once again it could ignite and inflame the passions of football lovers the world over in its own unique way.




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CHAPTER 4
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Qualifying Tournament


33 entries


Italy qualify as holders, Brazil qualify as hosts


Europe and Near East (19): Austria, Belgium, England, Finland, France, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Wales, Yugoslavia


South America (8): Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay


North and Central America (3): Cuba, Mexico, USA


Asia (3): Burma, India, Philippines


Europe and Near East


Group 1 (Austria, Turkey, Syria)


Turkey v Syria 7–0


Austria withdrew; Syria refused to play the return game with Turkey, who withdrew. Portugal were offered a place in the final but declined.


Group 2 (Yugoslavia, Israel, France)


Yugoslavia v Israel 6–0, Israel v Yugoslavia 2–5, France v Yugoslavia 1–1, Yugoslavia v France 1–1


Play-off (in Florence): Yugoslavia v France 3–2


Yugoslavia qualified


Group 3 (Switzerland, Luxembourg, Belgium)


Belgium withdrew


Switzerland v Luxembourg 5–2, 3–2


Switzerland qualified


Group 4 (Sweden, Rep of Ireland, Finland)


Sweden v Rep of Ireland 3–1, Rep of Ireland v Finland 3–0, Finland v Rep of Ireland 1–1, Rep of Ireland v Sweden 1–3


Sweden qualified


Group 5 (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales)


Northern Ireland v Scotland 2–8, Wales v England 1–4, Scotland v Wales 2–0, England v Northern Ireland 9–2, Wales v Northern Ireland 0–0, Scotland v England 0–1


[image: images]


England qualified with Scotland, who refused a final place, as did France, who were invited to replace them.


Group 6 (Spain, Portugal)


Spain v Portugal 5–1, 2–2


Spain qualified


South America


Group 7 (Chile, Bolivia, Argentina)


Argentina withdrew


Chile and Bolivia qualified


Group 8 (Uruguay, Paraguay, Ecuador, Peru)


Ecuador and Peru withdrew


Uruguay and Paraguay qualified


North and Central America


Group 10 (USA, Mexico, Cuba)


USA v Mexico 0–6, Mexico v USA 6–2, Cuba v USA 1–1, USA v Cuba 5–2, Cuba v Mexico 0–3, Mexico v Cuba 2–0
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USA and Mexico qualified


Asia


Group 9 (Burma, India, Philippines)


All withdrew


1950 BRAZIL 24 June–16 July


QUALIFIERS










	Bolivia


	Spain







	Brazil


	Sweden







	Chile


	Switzerland







	England


	United States







	Italy


	Uruguay







	Mexico


	Yugoslavia







	Paraguay


	 








As hosts in 1950, Brazil, a nation consumed with football passion, had a massive task to perform in satisfying the organizational demands of the Tournament in so huge a country. Indeed, Portugal, previously eliminated, were offered a place in the draw vacated by Turkey, but on seeing their itinerary, which involved fixtures against Uruguay and Bolivia taking place some 2000 miles apart, declined. There were other withdrawals and some noticeable absentees: Argentina, in a spat with the Brazilian Federation, refused to play; Hungary and the Soviet Union were in self-imposed isolation; and both Czechoslovakia and Austria felt themselves ill-equipped for so competitive a Tournament. Britain, however, at last had a representative: England (Scotland, who had also qualified, elected to stay at home). Germany, another not attending, were still in exile, excluded following World War II.


So it was that another South American competition relied heavily on nations from its own continent; coincidentally, again there were a meagre thirteen entrants. Bizarrely, FIFA did not rearrange the draw that farcically allowed Uruguay and Bolivia alone to contest Group Four. It seemed that twenty years had not improved chaotic organization.


In Group One, Brazil were the clear favourites, scandalously given the added advantage of playing all their matches in Rio de Janeiro whilst the rest would be forced to travel thousands of miles up to Belo Horizonte, west to São Paulo, or far down in the south to Porto Alegre – nearer to the borders of Uruguay, Argentina and Paraguay than to Brazil’s own capital.


The immensely talented Yugoslavia would keep them company; with Mitic, Bobek and Cajkovski, they had taken the silver medal two years earlier at the Olympic Games. Mexico had again qualified from the feeble North and Central America Group. Asked only to finish first or second in a competition containing the USA and Cuba, they duly obliged, scoring seventeen goals in the process. The fourth competitor was Switzerland, their team including Neury, Antenen and Falten, though significantly Steffen, their huge blond left back, would be absent.


England would be in Group Two with Chile, the USA and their anticipated rivals Spain. A fine team, the English were still revered by most in world football, and with Finney and Matthews on the wings, and the goal-scoring talents of Jackie Milburn and Stanley Mortensen at their disposal, they were expected to offer a strong challenge. Chile, playing their second Tournament, qualified somewhat absurdly, along with Bolivia, without playing a match, courtesy of sulky Argentina. Interestingly, one of Milburn’s team-mates at Newcastle United, George Robledo, would oppose him at Rio, having been born at Iquique of a Chilean father and English mother. The USA struggled to gain any credibility, having suffered two humiliating defeats by unsung Mexico; moreover, their captain Eddie McIlvaney, a Scot, had been released on a free transfer by little Wrexham F.C. just eighteen months earlier. Spain, emphatic winners over Portugal, offered England the greatest threat, with Ramallets, an accomplished goalkeeper, and Basora and Zarra, lively, inventive strikers.


Mercifully for Italy, Sweden and Paraguay, contesting Group Three, the fixtures would be played at the neighbouring towns of Cuntiba and São Paulo, thus at least minimizing the travel problems others would experience. Italy had been willing to compete, shaming those who stayed away. Torino, their champions of four consecutive seasons, had been wiped out a year earlier in the Superga air disaster when their plane travelling home from Portugal plunged into a hillside. Despite the Italian team being so utterly decimated, eight of their players killed in an instant and their chances of successful defence all but gone, to their great credit they had still come. Sweden, too, had seen a great side devastated, though happily not through disaster but the lure of the lira. Olympic champions in 1948, four of their squad had absconded to the Italian League and would not be present. Skoglund, however, was a new and promising discovery, Jeppsson a hard and forceful centre forward, and Nordahl a commanding defender – making them rightly optimistic. Paraguay, back again after twenty years in the wilderness, had Unzain, a tricky left winger bound for Lazio in Rome, to call on, and had the previous year finished second in the South American Championship. Unfortunately, this achievement was somewhat diminished by the insistence of the professional players in Uruguay not to compete but instead to leave their country hopelessly weakened.


What of Uruguay? The 1930 Champions and back to contest the finals for the first time since, their chances had been enhanced by their Group Four draw, leaving them with the relatively straightforward-looking task of disposing of one solitary opponent: Bolivia. Juan Schiaffino, their tall, athletic inside forward from Penarol, was exceptional, Obdulio Varela, a ball-playing centre half, and Rodriguez Andrade, a powerful half back whose uncle José had played in that final in Montevideo, were recent victors over Brazil and thus highly regarded. Bolivia for their part had been particularly unfortunate in drawing as opposition one so familiar and, on evidence of past matches, so infinitely superior.


Venues for all matches


Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte, São Paulo, Porto Allegre, Curitiba, Recife










	Group 1


	Group 3







	Brazil


	Italy







	Mexico


	Sweden







	Switzerland


	Paraguay







	Yugoslavia


	 







	Group 2


	Group 4







	Chile


	Bolivia







	England


	Uruguay







	Spain


	 







	United States


	 








THE FIRST SERIES


The honour of the opening match fell to Brazil and Mexico. The Mexicans were immediately seen to be impostors on the world stage, and Brazil, needing to win to satisfy the huge crowd at the Maracana stadium, duly obliged without extending themselves, Jair and Baltazar supplying a goal each. Ademir, both speedy and extravagantly gifted, scored two more for a final result of 4–0. Mexico had been lucky to escape a far worse mauling.


A very different story took place in São Paulo as Sweden and Italy in Group Two did battle in a tense and competitive encounter. Poor Italy, already weakened in playing strength, debilitated and ill-prepared after a lengthy and troublesome journey – their players, hardly surprisingly, refused to fly – now had to contend with eccentric team selections made not by a coach but by Torino’s Travelling Club President, Feruccio Novo! Still, they led through Carapellese before losing their grip: Jeppson, Andersson and then Jeppson again on seventy minutes appeared to put matters beyond them, but Mussinelli scored to cause the Swedes anxiety, and at 2–3 Carapellese crashed the ball mightily off the bar. Sweden had won but it had been a close-run affair.


England in Group Two had no such difficulty against Chile. Able to dispense with the services of Stanley Matthews and win as comfortably as they wished against outplayed and increasingly dispirited opponents, they managed two goals through Mortenson and Mullen. The climate and the altitude, it was agreed, had been far harder to overcome than the Chileans.


Also in Group Two, the USA at Curitiba had the audacity to awaken Spain from the slumber of their siesta. John Souza powered his effort past the unconvincing Eizaquirre, and the USA shockingly held the lead into the last ten minutes. They clung on, demonstrating considerable fortitude and a little luck, but Spain predictably overcame them at the last, Basora, a dynamic winger, scoring twice in a minute. As the gallant Americans contemplated the probability of imminent defeat, Zarra, Spain’s centre forward, confirmed it, arriving late to bullet a header home for 3–1. In Group One, Yugoslavia at Belo Horizonte demolished Switzerland with remarkable ease and efficiency, the first 45 minutes being enough time for them to impose themselves and establish an unassailable 3–0 lead. This they held without difficulty to the end, Tomasevik with two and Ognanov with one, but it was Rajko Mitic who caught the eye with an outstanding performance.


THE SECOND SERIES


Back again in Group One, just three days later Yugoslavia routinely dispatched poor Mexico 4–1 in Porto Allegre. A storming start deflated opponents low on confidence, the younger Cajkowski scoring twice, Tomasevic and Bobek completing Mexican misery, though Casarin at least provided them with some small consolation. Brazil, fielding a much-changed team in São Paulo, failed to the dismay of their enthusiastic supporters to beat Switzerland, despite prolonged encampment in the Swiss half and twice holding the lead. Alfredo scored first but Jacques Fatton capitalized on hesitant defending to power Bickel’s cross past Barbosa for 1–1. Baltazar, Brazil’s muscular centre forward, thumped home a second, but Switzerland, constantly under siege, denied them another and then at the very end stole into Brazil’s penalty area in the form of Tamini for a 2–2 draw.


In Group Two, Spain won against Chile, though without the dramatic finish needed against the USA. Having Zarra and Basaro scoring in the first half, they dominated with their sharper, more imaginative play. England, to the disbelief of all, were horribly embarrassed by the gritty Americans at Belo Horizonte and lost 1–0. True, the USA were almost comically lucky, but what they had almost achieved against Spain they completed here. England took command from the start, forcing America back on their heels, struck a post, shot wide, were defied by the athleticism of Borghi the goalkeeper and last-ditch tackling. It wasn’t until after 37 minutes on a rare sortie out of massed defence that the Haitian-born Gaetjens stumbled on to Bahr’s cross to deflect the ball past Bert Williams. England, undeterred, pounded away for an hour, saving, hitting woodwork, hacked of the line or too high or too wide as the fates conspired along with the heroic efforts of their gallant opponents to deny them. Finally, painfully it was over, England had been beaten and the USA team, which had ridiculed its chances, had triumphed gloriously. Group Three saw Paraguay enter the fray at Curitiba against Sweden and force a creditable draw that eliminated the watching Italians. The Swedes took the game to the South Americans, gaining a 2–0 advantage through Palmer and Sundqvist, but Paraguay, lifted by the occasion and a sense of pride, fought back courageously in the sunshine, earning an unlikely share of the spoils.


THE THIRD SERIES


From Group One came Brazil, who finally overcame the very fine Yugoslavian team in Rio. Tired from their long hauls up and down the country and further hampered by a head injury to Mitic before the game, which forced them to begin with ten men, Yugoslavia fell behind immediately to Ademir’s shot. Regrouped and galvanized by Mitic, who returned swathed in bandages, they worried Brazil with their neat and thoughtful passing. Chances came and went but for them it was not to be: Zizinho latching on to Bauer’s pass ran and shot past the goalkeeper and the Brazilians were through to the rapturous acclaim of their vociferous supporters. In the other tie played at Porto Allegre, Switzerland, victory now rendered meaningless, raced to a 2–0 lead against Mexico, but allowed their opponents a goal from a Tournament which for them had been an unmitigated failure. At Recife the exhausted USA team could not conjure another miracle, and Chile, after two consecutive defeats without scoring, took full advantage to gain a convincing 5–2 victory, Cremaschi snatching the Tournament’s first hat-trick. In Rio, England, needing to win, went out, beaten in desperately unfortunate circumstances by Spain. Matthews and Finney operating in tandem raked the flanks while Mortenson and Milburn proved troublesome to the Spanish defence, though Ramallets, a reserve goalkeeper, played an inspired game and enjoyed one moment of outrageous luck when the roaming Milburn thumped a header into his net. It was quite erroneously ruled offside. Zarra finally confirmed English failure, rising to meet Basara’s firm cross to beat Williams from close range 1–0. For England their first World Cup had been a wholly forgettable experience.


Group Three saw Paraguay given the highly improbable task of defeating Italy to progress. They failed – allowing Sweden to advance. Carapellese and Pandolfini scored for Italy, but for their disappointed team this was a low-key occasion, their chances ruined by acrimony and dissent.


Astonishingly, it was on this day, 2 July, when eight teams were making their preparations to go home, that Uruguay and Bolivia entered the competition and opened and indeed closed ‘Group’ Four. Entirely predictably, the Bolivians were quickly overwhelmed. Uruguay’s new and brightest star, Schiaffino, toying with his bemused opponents, provided four goals as his team ran in eight without reply. The ludicrous ‘disorganization’ had handed Uruguay a huge advantage, for while other teams had journeyed thousands of miles playing three competitive fixtures, they, at Belo Horizonte, were in an unassailable position after 45 minutes!


Final Tournament – Brazil


Group 1


Brazil (1) 4, Mexico (0) 0


24.6.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Ely, Danilo, Bigode, Maneca, Ademir (2), Baltazar (1), Jair (1), Friaca


Mexico: Cabajal, Zetter, Montemajor, Ruiz, Ochoa, Roca, Septien, Ortiz, Casarin, Perez, Velasquez


Referee: Reader (England)


Yugoslavia (3) 3, Switzerland (0) 0


25.6.50 BELO HORIZONTE


Yugoslavia: Mrkusic, Horvat, Stankovic, Cajkovski I, Jovanovic, Djajic, Ognanov (1), Mitic, Tomasevic (2), Bobek, Vukas


Switzerland: Stuber, Lusenti, Quinche, Bocquet, Eggimann, Neury, Bickel, Antenen, Tamini, Bader, Fatton


Referee: Galeati (Italy)


Brazil (2) 2, Switzerland (1) 2


28.6.50 SÃO PAULO


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Bauer, Rui, Noronha, Alfredo II (1), Maneca, Baltazar (1), Ademir, Friaca


Switzerland: Stuber, Neury, Bocquet, Lusenti, Eggimann, Quinche, Tamini, Bickel, Freidländer, Bader, Fatton (2)


Referee: Azon (Spain)


Yugoslavia (2) 4, Mexico (0) 1


28.6.50 PORTO ALEGRE


Yugoslavia: Mrkusic, Horvat, Stankovic, Cajkovski I, Jovanovic, Djajic, Mihailovic, Mitic, Tomasevic (1), Bobek (1), Cajovski II (2)


Mexico: Carbajal, Gutierrez, Ruiz, Gomez, Ochoa, Ortiz, Flores, Naranjo, Casarin (1), Perez, Velasquez


Referee: Leafe (England)


Brazil (1) 2, Yugoslavia (0) 0


1.7.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Bauer, Danilo, Bigode, Maneca, Zizinho (1), Ademir (1), Jair, Chico


Yugoslavia: Mrkusic, Horvat, Brokela, Cajkovski I, Jovanovic, Djajic, Vukes, Mitic, Tomasevic, Bobek, Cajkovski II


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


Switzerland (2) 2, Mexico (0) 1


2.7.50 PORTO ALEGRE


Switzerland: Hug, Neury, Bocquet, Lusenti, Eggimann, Quinche, Tamini, Antenen, Freidländer, Bader (1), Fatton (1)


Mexico: Carbajal, Gutierrez, Gomez, Roca, Ortiz, Guevara, Flores, Ochoa, Casarin, Barbolla, Velasquez (1)


Referee: Eklind (Sweden)
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Group 2


England (1) 2, Chile (0) 0


24.6.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


England: Williams, Ramsey, Aston, Wright, Hughes, Dickinson, Finney, Mortensen (1), Bentley, Mannion (1), Mullen


Chile: Livingstone, Farias, Roldon, Alvarez, Busquets, Carvalho, Prieto, Cremaschi, Robledo, Muñoz, Diaz


Referee: Van de Meer (Netherlands)


Spain (0) 3, USA (1) 1


25.6.50 CURITIBA


Spain: Eizaguirre, Antuñez, Alonso, Gonzalvo J, Gonzalvo M, Puchades, Basora (2), Hernandez, Zarra (1), Igoa, Gainza


USA: Borghi, Keough, Marca, McIlvenny, Colombo, Bahr, Craddock, Souza J (1), Gaetjens, Pariani, Valentini


Referee: Viana (Brazil)


USA (1) 1, England (0) 0


29.6.50 BELO HORIZONTE


USA: Borghi, Keough, Marca, McIlvenny, Colombo, Bahr, Wallace, Pariani, Gaetjens (1), Souza J, Souza E


England: Williams, Ramsey, Aston, Wright, Hughes, Dickinson, Finney, Mortensen, Bentley, Mannion, Mullen


Referee: Dattilo (Italy)


Spain (2) 2, Chile (0) 0


29.6.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Spain: Ramallets, Alonso, Parra, Gonzalvo J, Gonzalvo M, Puchades, Basora (1), Igoa, Zarra (1), Panizo, Gainza


Chile: Livingstone, Farias, Roldon, Alvarez, Busquets, Carvalho, Prieto, Cremaschi, Robledo, Muñoz, Diaz


Referee: De Gama (Brazil)


Spain (0) 1, England (0) 0


2.7.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Spain: Ramallets, Alonso, Parra, Gonzalvo J, Gonzalvo M, Puchades, Basora, Igoa, Zarra (1), Panizo, Gainza


England: Williams, Ramsey, Eckersley, Wright, Hughes, Dickinson, Matthews, Mortensen, Milburn, Baily, Finney


Referee: Galeati (Italy)


Chile (2) 5, USA (0) 2


2.7.50 RECIFE


Chile: Livingstone, Machuca, Roldon, Alvarez, Busquets, Farias, Muñoz, Cremaschi (3), Robledo (1), Prieto (1), Ibañez


USA: Borghi, Keough, Marca, McIlvenny, Colombo, Bahr, Wallace, Pariani (1), Gaetjens, Souza J (1 pen), Souza E


Referee: Gardelli (Brazil)
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Group 3


Sweden (2) 3, Italy (1) 2


25.6.50 SÃO PAULO


Sweden: Svensson, Samuelsson, Nilsson E, Andersson (1), Nordahl K, Gaerd, Sundqvist, Palmer, Jeppson (2), Skoglund, Nilsson S


Italy: Sentimenti IV, Giovannini, Furiassi, Annovazzi, Parola, Magli, Muccinelli (1), Boniperti, Capello, Campatelli, Carapellese (1)


Referee: Lutz (Switzerland)


Sweden (2) 2, Paraguay (0) 2


29.6.50 CURITIBA


Sweden: Svensson, Samuelsson, Nilsson E, Andersson, Nordahl K, Gaerd, Jönsson, Palmer (1), Jeppson, Skoglund, Sundqvist (1)


Paraguay: Vargas, Gonzales, Cespedes, Gavilan, Lequizamon, Cantero, Avalos, Lopez A (1), Saquir, Lopez F (1), Unzain


Referee: Mitchell (Scotland)


Italy (1) 2, Paraguay (0) 0


2.7.50 SÃO PAULO


Italy: Moro, Blason, Furiassi, Fattori, Remondini, Mari, Muccinelli, Pandolfini (1), Amadei, Capello, Carapellese (1)


Paraguay: Vargas, Gonzales, Cespedes, Gavilan, Lequizamon, Cantero, Avalos, Lopez A, Saquir, Lopez F, Unzain


Referee: Ellis (England)
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Group 4


Uruguay (4) 8, Bolivia (0) 0


2.7.50 BELO HORIZONTE


Uruguay: Maspoli, Gonzales M, Tejera, Gonzales J, Varela, Andrade, Ghiggia (1), Perez, Miguez (2), Schiaffino (4), Vidal (1)


Bolivia: Gutierrez B, Acha, Bustamante, Greco, Valencia, Ferrel, Algrañez, Ugarte, Caparelli, Gutierrez E, Maldonado


Referee: Reader (England)


Final Group


Venues: São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro


Brazil


Spain


Sweden


Uruguay


The Final Group


THE FIRST SERIES


The meeting between Brazil and Sweden in Rio began nervously. The Swedes’ English manager, George Raynor, would later complain, ‘we had two chances before they even moved’; they did and they missed them. Brazil through Ademir took the first opportunity that came their way, relaxed, and thereafter Sweden looked increasingly bewitched, chasing the shadows of a confident team far too fast in thought and movement to be resisted. Ademir imposed himself thoroughly over poor Nordahl and scored again. Chico made it three at half-time, and aided by little Maneca the hosts compounded the Scandinavians’ misery, with their ruthless finishing embellishing the team’s sumptuous play 7–1. The Olympic Champions were emphatically put to a Brazilian sword.


Uruguay in São Paulo found Spain an entirely different proposition to their hapless Group Four opponents. Trailing to an early goal from Ghiggia, the Spaniards staged a determined fightback, inspired by their clever winger Basora, which threatened to sweep Uruguay away. Twice Basora created himself time and space to shoot unerringly for 2–1 at the interval. Now Uruguay responded, but Ramallets, forced again to ply his trade with acrobatic verve, denied them, assisted by courageous defending until the 73rd minute when the rampaging centre half Varela – at the heart of Uruguay’s revival – saved them with a thunderous shot for 2–2.


THE SECOND SERIES


At this point Brazil met Spain and again proved irresistible, their blend of powerful running and bewildering movement altogether too much for the Spaniards at Rio. Eizaquirre, strangely returned to goal in place of Ramallets, was a busy man as Spain collapsed to a 6–1 defeat. Curiously for Brazil, however, the rapacious Aldemir did not score. Uruguay also managed a win at São Paulo against Sweden, and in doing so kept the competition alive to the final matches, though again it was a desperately close-run thing, their skill being largely negated by Sweden’s organization. Despite Ghiggia equalizing Palmer’s opener for the Swedes, the Uruguayans promptly fell behind again when they allowed Sundqvist to shoot past Paz. As in their first match, Uruguay fought back furiously, and the Swedes, weary from their efforts and reduced through injury to ten fit men, could not hold them. Miguez, with two second-half goals, finally confirmed the South Americans’ victory.


THE THIRD SERIES


In São Paulo, Spain and Sweden fielding unfamiliar teams competed in a match rendered meaningless by previous results. It was Sweden, the fresher of two exhausted teams, who took third place courtesy of goals by Sundqvist, Palmer and Mellberg (belatedly making his Tournament debut). Spain through Zarra gained only one goal.


For Uruguay in the throbbing Maracana Stadium replete with almost 200,000 people, the opportunity to again become World Champions still existed. Unfortunately, the task, in such a distinctly hostile theatre against distinguished and awe-inspiring hosts, appeared immense. They had to win. Anything less and Brazil would be crowned Champions. The hosts, therefore, were naturally the favourites, but Uruguay were no less confident. They had already beaten Brazil earlier that year. Clavia Costa, Brazil’s philosophical coach, warned against complacency in the days preceding this deciding fixture, recognizing the danger Uruguay presented.


The game itself proved a marvellous and stirring contest. Brazil predictably tore into their old rivals ferociously, Maspoli leaping about his goal to defy them as the pressure increased. Jour Friaca and then Ademir thwarted in turn, Uruguay, however, were not confined to desperate defending. Schiaffino was invited to shoot by a Miguez pass hammered goalwards but denied by the diving Barbosa. Brazil again attacked: Jair struck a post, Maspoli frustrated Ademir and Zizinho, and as half-time beckoned Brazil drew breath and Uruguay, showing remarkable fortitude, finished the half threateningly. The second half began and at once the match seemed decided – Friaca streaking through received Zizinho’s pass and beat the Herculean Maspoli in one movement. Bedlam ensued. Surely now Brazil would be Champions? But Uruguay persisted, would not be intimidated, and encouraged by earlier counter-attacks they carried on. The fresher legs their schedule had allowed them slowly but surely grew stronger at wrestling control away from the Brazilians. Schiaffino, elegant and precise, bore down on them menacingly, while Varela, a largely destructive force in the first half, powered through tackles, demanding still greater efforts of his team-mates. It was Schiaffino who brought them parity, exploiting oceans of space to drive Ghiggia’s cross past Barbosa, 1–1. Visibly crumbling, Brazil found themselves in the unfamiliar role of defending. They could not hold on. Ghiggia running them ragged on the right wing played a one-two with Perez and steered the ball past Barbosa, 2–1 for Uruguay, and they held their lead to the end for a famous and remarkable victory and the Jules Rimet Trophy.


The 1950 Tournament played in so huge a country had, it must be said, been a logistical nightmare. Nevertheless, the absurdity of Uruguay playing one qualifying match while most played three clearly gave them an advantage the organizers must have foreseen. In the end, though, they played with admirable resilience and refused to be intimidated – as others had been – by Brazil. This single factor may have been critical. Brazil, devastated by so bitter a defeat, would have to wait. However, they had played easily the best football, a revelation, with short and long passing, fast and then pedestrian movement designed to upset the rhythm and concentration of their opposition. For Europe there was much to do. True, Yugoslavia had been unlucky and England had suffered an unthinkable aberration, but Sweden and Spain, the continent’s representatives in the last four, had been simply outclassed in embarrassing fashion, at least by Brazil.


Final Pool


Brazil (3) 7, Sweden (0) 1


9.7.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Bauer, Danilo, Bigode, Maneca (1), Zizinho, Ademir (4), Jair, Chico (2)


Sweden: Svensson, Samuelsson, Nilsson E, Andersson (1 pen), Nordahl K, Gaerd, Sundqvist, Palmer, Jeppson, Skoglund, Nilsson S


Referee: Ellis (England)


Uruguay (1) 2, Spain (2) 2


9.7.50 SÃO PAULO


Uruguay: Maspoli, Gonzales M, Tejera, Gonzales J, Varela (1), Andrade, Ghiggia (1), Perez, Miguez, Schiaffino, Vidal


Spain: Ramallets, Alonso, Gonzalvo M, Gonzalvo J, Parra, Puchades, Basora (2), Igoa, Zarra, Molowny, Gainza


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


Brazil (3) 6, Spain (0) 1


13.7.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Bauer, Danilo, Bigode, Friaca, Zizinho (1), Ademir (2), Jair (1), Chico (2)


Spain: Ramallets, Alonso, Gonzalvo M, Gonzalvo J, Parra, Puchades, Basora, Igoa (1), Zarra, Panizo, Gainza


Referee: Leafe (England)


Uruguay (1) 3, Sweden (2) 2


13.7.50 SÃO PAULO


Uruguay: Paz, Gonzales M, Tejera, Gambetta, Varela, Andrade, Ghiggia, Perez (1), Miguez, Schiaffino (2), Vidal


Sweden: Svensson, Nilsson E, Andersson, Johansson, Gaerd, Sunqvist, Palmer (1), Jeppson (1), Jönsson, Nilsson S


Referee: Galeati (Italy)


Sweden (2) 3, Spain (0) 1


16.7.50 SÃO PAULO


Sweden: Svensson, Samuelsson, Nilsson E, Andersson, Johansson, Gaerd, Jönsson, Mellberg (1), Rydell, Palmer (1), Sundqvist (1)


Spain: Eizaguirre, Alonso, Asensi, Silva, Parra, Puchades, Basora, Hernandez, Zarra (1), Panizo, Juncosa


Referee: Van de Meer (Netherlands)


Uruguay (0) 2, Brazil (0) 1


16.7.50 RIO DE JANEIRO


Uruguay: Maspoli, Gonzales M, Tejera, Gambetta, Varela, Andrade, Ghiggia (1) Perez, Miguez, Schiaffino (1), Moran


Brazil: Barbosa, Augusto, Juvenal, Bauer, Danilo, Bigode, Friaca (1), Zizinho, Ademir, Jair, Chico


Referee: Reader (England)
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Qualifying Tournament


38 entries


Uruguay qualify as holders, Switzerland qualify as hosts


Europe and Near East (28): Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, England, Finland, France, West Germany, Greece, Hungary, Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saar (now part of Germany), Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Wales, Yugoslavia


South America (4): Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay


North and Central America (3): Haiti, Mexico, USA


Asia (3): China, Japan, South Korea


Europe and Near East


Group 1 (West Germany, Saar, Norway)


Norway v Saar 2–3, Saar v Norway 0–0, West Germany v Saar 3–0, Saar v West Germany 1–3, Norway v West Germany 1–1, West Germany v Norway 5–1


[image: images]


West Germany qualified


Group 2 (Belgium, Sweden, Finland)


Finland v Belgium 2–4, Belgium v Finland 2–2, Sweden v Belgium 2–3, Belgium v Sweden 2–0, Finland v Sweden 3–3, Sweden v Finland 4–0


[image: images]


Belgium qualified


Group 3 (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales)


Northern Ireland v Scotland 1–3, Wales v England 1–4, Scotland v Wales 3–3, England v Northern Ireland 3–1, Wales v Northern Ireland 1–2, Scotland v England 2–4


[image: images]


England and Scotland qualified


Group 4 (France, Rep of Ireland, Luxembourg)


Luxembourg v France 1–6, France v Luxembourg 8–0, Rep of Ireland v Luxembourg 4–0, Luxembourg v Rep of Ireland 0–1, Rep of Ireland v France 3–5, France v Rep of Ireland 1–0


[image: images]


France qualified


Group 5 (Austria, Portugal)


Austria v Portugal 9–1, 0–0


Austria qualified


Group 6 (Turkey, Spain)


Spain v Turkey 4–1, 0–1


Play-off (In Rome): Turkey v Spain 2–2 (Turkey won toss up)


Turkey qualified


Group 7 (Hungary, Poland)


Poland withdrew


Hungary qualified


Group 8 (Czechoslovakia, Romania, Bulgaria)


Czechoslovakia v Romania 2–0, Romania v Czechoslovakia 0–1, Bulgaria v Czechoslovakia 1–2, Czechoslovakia v Bulgaria 0–0, Romania v Bulgaria 3–1, Bulgaria v Romania 1–2


[image: images]


Czechoslovakia qualified


Group 9 (Italy, Egypt)


Egypt v Italy 1–2, 1–5


Italy qualified


Group 10 (Yugoslavia, Greece, Israel)


Israel v Yugoslavia 0–1, Yugoslavia v Israel 1–0, Yugoslavia v Greece 1–0, Greece v Yugoslavia 0–1, Israel v Greece 0–2, Greece v Israel 1–0


[image: images]


Yugoslavia qualified


South America


Group 12 (Brazil, Paraguay, Chile)


Paraguay v Chile 4–0, Chile v Paraguay 1–3, Chile v Brazil 0–2, Brazil v Chile 1–0, Brazil v Paraguay 4–1, Paraguay v Brazil 0–1


[image: images]


Brazil qualified


North and Central America


Group 11 (Mexico, USA, Haiti)


Mexico v Haiti 8–0, Haiti v Mexico 0–4, Mexico v USA 3–1, USA v Mexico 0–4, USA v Haiti 3–0, Haiti v USA 2–3


[image: images]


Mexico qualified


Asia


Group 13 (South Korea, Japan, China)


China withdrew


Japan v South Korea (in Tokyo) 1–5, 2–2


South Korea qualified


1954 SWITZERLAND 16 June–4 July


QUALIFIERS










	Austria


	Mexico







	Belgium


	Scotland







	Brazil


	South Korea







	Czechoslovakia


	Switzerland







	England


	Turkey







	France


	Uruguay







	Hungary


	West Germany







	Italy


	Yugoslavia








In 1954 the circus rolled into Switzerland, a country fortunate to escape the ravages of war suffered by most of their European counterparts. Despite the close proximity of all stadia to Berne, the nation’s capital, the organization left much to be desired and was at times chaotic. Interestingly, it was here for the very first time that images would be beamed direct into the homes of those with television sets – technology had arrived.


The Tournament itself, having dispensed with the ‘Final Pool’ and returned again to its original semi-final and final format, had sixteen nations competing in four groups of four, with two seeded teams in each. Curiously, FIFA insisted that these ‘seeds’ would not meet each other, and consequently only two rather than three matches would be played. Other extraordinary decisions led to extra time in all drawn matches, play-offs rather than goal average to decide who would go through, and, most farcical of all, the seeds being identified before qualification had been determined. Turkey, therefore, in eliminating Spain on the toss of a coin, claimed without merit the Spaniards’ privileged seeding, a decision that would have serious ramifications for the Tournament as a whole.


In Group One France, without any notable achievement in previous Tournaments, had been seeded, though their qualification form against weak opposition had been remarkable. Brazil, so unlucky four years earlier, were also seeded and had replaced their previously unsuccessful squad with a new and more youthful team. Qualification for them, too, had proven little more than a formality, but undoubtedly Argentina’s self-imposed exile eased their passage considerably. Yugoslavia, a gifted team boasting Vukas and Zebec, both additions to their Olympic Games silver medal winners, had a record in qualifying that was astonishingly consistent – four successive 1–0 victories. Mexico, lastly, had won the right to compete with emphatic victories over Haiti and USA. Carbajal, their goalkeeper, and Cardenas, their right half, were fine players, but the draw inspired little confidence for them.


Group Two saw the all-conquering Hungarians, Olympic Champions, begin a campaign many viewed as an inevitable procession. With such talent they had twice destroyed England, and had in Puskás a colossus capable of wreaking havoc on any defence, with Czibor, Toth, Kocsis and the marvellous Nandor Hidegkuti as his attacking accomplices; they were hugely favoured. Turkey, the other ‘seed’, had been surprising in holding Spain to a 2–2 draw in Rome. Their chance came virtue of a coin toss. Yet in Turgay and Lefter they possessed talent. Germany, back now competing in world sport, had eliminated Saar and Norway comfortably. With Fritz Walter, the crafty veteran, they had a formidable and influential forward. Korea, the fourth of the group, were the mystery team, Asia’s first entrant due to a qualification win over the equally diminutive Japanese in Tokyo.


In Group Three Uruguay participated to defend their crown, playing in a European competition for the first time. They remained unbeaten in the history of the Tournament and Schiaffino, the lithe lanky marksman of 1950, returned with them. Scotland, second again in the British championship, finally assented to play, their reward this toughest of groups. Czechoslovakia, too, was unseeded, with a new team primarily drawn from Army side U.D.A., and their presence a result of victory in both Romania and Bulgaria. The Austrians seeded with Uruguay had an elegant and exceptional side, though recently eclipsed by Hungary as Central Europe’s dominant team. They presented a considerable obstacle to the ambitions of others, with Ocwirk, a magnificent centre half, and a potentially destructive forward line.


In Group Four England, with brilliant wingmen Finney and Matthews, muscular centre forward Lofthouse and the forceful leadership of Wright, had had their confidence shattered after the two debacles with Hungary. Belgium, through at the expense of Sweden, posed little threat to the Tournament elite, though Coppens of Beerschot was a highly regarded forward. Italy, for so long the dominant force in world football, had still not fully recovered from the aircrash that robbed them of the services of the entire Torino side – their very best – and in spite of qualification being secured by virtue of two wins over Egypt, theirs was a team in transit. Finally came Switzerland, the host, with the dangerous attackers Antenen and Fatton, Neury splendid at full back and a defence reliant on a revolutionary ‘sweeper-up’ system. They were not without a chance.


Venues for all matches:


Basle, Lausanne, Berne, Lugano, Geneva, Zurich










	Group 1


	Group 3







	Brazil*


	Austria*







	France*


	Czechoslovakia







	Mexico


	Scotland







	Yugoslavia


	Uruguay*







	Group 2


	Group 4







	Hungary*


	Belgium







	South Korea


	England*







	Turkey*


	Italy*







	West Germany


	Switzerland








* denotes seeded teams


THE FIRST SERIES


In Group One at Lausanne the talented Yugoslavians squeezed by the French 1–0, Milutinovic providing the goal. Brazil, playing the plainly inferior Mexicans in Geneva, dispatched them mercilessly, Didi and Julinho playing starring roles. Poor Mexico, already 4–0 at the interval, rallied bravely in the second half as Brazil, satisfied, relaxed their efforts, scoring just once more.


In Group Two Hungary crushed the disadvantaged Koreans in an embarrassingly one-sided encounter in Zurich. They, too, led 4–0 at half-time, though Korea’s inadequacies and Hungary’s steamroller attack saw the massacre continue unabated thereafter, 9–0 at the end, and for Kocsis an easy hat trick. ‘Seeded’ Turkey, to no one’s surprise, were beaten by Sepp Herberger’s German team. Level through Suat going into the second half, the Turks could not sustain their effort, and Germany, as was widely expected, ran away with it 4–1.


In Group Three the Scots, finally making their debut against the talented Austrians, fell behind to a goal from Probst and responded forcefully, rocking the Austrians back on their heels, Mochan denied at the end by Schmied confirming them as unfortunate losers 1–0. Uruguay, the Champions, faced with a muddy pitch and heavy, unfamiliar conditions, still made little of defeating a Czech side playing with limited ambition, their splendid little winger Abbadie rampant, Miguez and the brilliant Schiaffino, veterans of 1950, scoring the goals in Berne.


In Group Four England played Belgium in Basle. Bizarrely, after falling behind at the very beginning, the English restored order, dominated, scored three times, then threw away the initiative and their advantage, allowing Anoul a second goal and Coppens one to take the Belgians undeservedly into extra time. In those thirty extra minutes England again raised themselves and took what should have been a decisive lead through Lofthouse, but with Matthews limping on the field injured, they allowed their gallant opponents an unlikely equalizer, Dickinson misplacing his defensive header disastrously beyond Merrick and into the English goal, 4–4. Also in Group Four, at Lausanne, the Swiss hosts prevailed over Italy in an ill-tempered, ugly game that bordered on the unruly. Italy, threatened with defeat by an incisive team whom they had largely outplayed, showed their dark side, with two Swiss players being kicked in the stomach and the weak referee, Sr. Viana, being pursued and remonstrated with by irate Italians at full time. The Swiss, meanwhile, in spite of provocation, sensibly kept their heads, and Hügi rewarded them with a late winner.


THE SECOND SERIES


Back in Group One, France made changes against the Mexicans and remained uninspired, their 3–2 victory in Geneva courtesy only of generous and inept defending. At Lausanne clearly the better of the Group rivals met in an absorbing contest, Yugoslavia, cleverly organized by Cajkovski and Boskov, enjoying much the better of an entertaining first half, and Zebec shooting their goal past Castilho. Brazil responded, Didi earning them the draw their industry deserved with a magnificent half volley. Extra time came and went, for a score of 1–1.


In Group Two, Hungary played a Germany weakened considerably by changes, devastating them 8–3 in Basle. Kocsis again benefited most from their rampaging forward play, scoring four times, though significantly Puskás was injured by a clumsy kick from Liebrich. Germany without argument was overwhelmed by the most irresistible force. Turkey, beaten so comprehensively by Germany, underlined Korea’s inferiority with a 7–0 win, the Asians’ abject failure demonstrating the colossal difference in standards at the Tournament.


Scotland, too, now without a manager after protracted squabbles at Basle, experienced humiliation as they fell prey to a rampant Uruguayan team full of craft and invention. Led by the exquisite touch of Schiaffino and their pacey, vibrant wingers, Abbadie and Borges, the Scots fell apart in a depressingly undisciplined manner, Uruguay 7–0 winners at the end. Austria confirmed their progress into the quarter-finals with an equally emphatic 5–0 defeat of Czechoslovakia. Clever though their attacking play undoubtedly was, the Czechs were a disappointing team. Shorn of combative instincts and four goals down at half-time, the margin at the end owed more to good fortune and wasteful finishing from the Austrians than a Czech revival.


In Group Four England ground out a 2–0 victory over Switzerland. The Swiss, curiously pedantic after their rigorous performance against Italy, allowed the English to dominate and exorcise from their mind the traumatic experience of Belgium in Basle. Italy, for their part, exposed the Belgians at Lugano, 4–1. Switzerland in Basle and a play-off awaited them.


Final Tournament – Switzerland


Group 1


Yugoslavia (1) 1, France (0) 0


16.6.54 LAUSANNE


Yugoslavia: Beara, Stankovic, Crnkovic, Cajkovski, Horvat, Boskov, Milutinovic (1), Mitic, Vukas, Bobek, Zebec


France: Remetter, Gianessi, Kaelbel, Penverne, Jonquet, Marcel, Kopa, Glovacki, Strappe, Dereuddre, Vincent


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


Brazil (4) 5, Mexico (0) 0


16.6.54 GENEVA


Brazil: Castilho, Santos D, Santos N, Brandaozinho, Pinheiro, Bauer, Julinho (1), Didi (1), Baltazar (1), Pinga (2), Rodriguez


Mexico: Mota, Lopez, Gomez, Cardenas, Romo, Avalos, Torres, Naranjo, Lamadrid, Balcazar, Arellano


Referee: Wyssling (Switzerland)


France (1) 3, Mexico (0) 2


19.6.54 GENEVA


France: Remetter, Gianessi, Marche, Marcel, Kaelbel, Mahjoub, Kopa (1 pen), Dereuddre, Strappe, Ben Tifour, Vincent (1)


Mexico: Carbajal, Lopez, Romo, Cardenas (o.g.), Avalos, Martinez, Torres, Naranjo (1), Lamadrid, Balcazar (1), Arellano


Referee: Asensi (Spain)


Brazil (0) 1, Yugoslavia (0) 1 (aet, 1–1 at 90 mins)


19.6.54 LAUSANNE


Brazil: Castilho, Santos D, Santos N, Brandaozinho, Pinheiro, Bauer, Julinho, Didi (1), Baltazar, Pinga, Rodriguez


Yugoslavia: Beara, Stankovic, Crnkovic, Cajkovski, Horvat, Boskov, Milutinovic, Mitic, Zebec (1), Vukas, Dvornik


Referee: Faultless (Scotland)


[image: images]


Group 2


Hungary (4) 9, South Korea (0) 0


17.6.54 ZURICH


Hungary: Grosics, Buzánszky, Lantos (1), Bozsik, Lorant, Szojka, Budai, Kocsis


(3), Palotás (2), Puskás (2), Czibor (1)


South Korea: Hong, Kyu Park, Kang, Min, Yae Seung Park, Chu, Chung, Kap Park, Sung, Woo, Yung Keun Choi


Referee: Vincenti (France)


West Germany (1) 4, Turkey (1) 1


17.6.54 BERNE


West Germany: Turek, Laband, Kohlmeyer, Eckel, Posipal, Mai, Klodt (1), Morlock (1), Walter O (1), Walter F, Schäfer (1)


Turkey: Turgay, Ridvan, Basri, Mustafa, Cetin, Rober, Erol, Suat (1), Feridun, Burhan, Lefter


Referee: Da Costa (Portugal)


Hungary (3) 8, West Germany (1) 3


20.6.54 BASLE


Hungary: Grosics, Buzánszky, Lantos, Bozsik, Lorant, Zakarias, Toth J (1), Kocsis (4), Hidegkuti (2), Puskás (1), Czibor


West Germany: Kwaitkowski, Bauer, Kohlmeyer, Posipal, Liebrich, Mebus, Rahn (1), Eckel, Walter F, Pfaff (1), Hermann (1)


Referee: Ling (England)


Turkey (4) 7, South Korea (0) 0


20.6.54 GENEVA


Turkey: Turgay, Ridvan, Basri, Mustafa, Cetin, Rober, Erol (1), Suat (2), Necmettin, Lefter (1), Burhan (3)


South Korea: Hong, Kyu Park, Kang, Han, Chong Kap Lee, Kim, Yung Keun Choi, Soo Nam Lee, Gi Choo Lee, Woo, Chung


Referee: Marino (Uruguay)


[image: images]


Group 3


Austria (1) 1, Scotland (0) 0


16.6.54 ZURICH


Austria: Schmied, Hanappi, Barschandt, Ocwirk, Happel, Koller, Körner R, Schleger, Dienst, Probst (1), Körner A


Scotland: Martin, Cunningham, Aird, Docherty, Davidson, Cowie, McKenzie, Fernie, Mochan, Brown, Ormond


Referee: Franken (Belgium)


Uruguay (0) 2, Czechoslovakia (0) 0


16.6.54 BERNE


Uruguay: Maspoli, Santamaria, Martinez, Andrade, Varela, Cruz, Abbadie, Ambrois, Miguez (1), Schiaffino (1), Borges


Czechoslovakia: Reimann, Safranek, Novak, Trnka, Hledlik, Hertl, Hlavecek, Hemele, Kacany, Pazicky, Peser


Referee: Ellis (England)


Austria (4) 5, Czechoslovakia (0) 0


19.6.54 ZURICH


Austria: Schmied, Hanappi, Barschandt, Ocwirk, Happel, Koller, Körner R, Wagner, Stojaspal (2), Probst (3), Körner A


Czechoslovakia: Stacho, Safranek, Novak, Trnka, Pluskal, Hertl, Hlavacek, Hemele, Kacany, Pazicky, Krauss


Referee: Stafanovic (Yugoslavia)


Uruguay (2) 7, Scotland (0) 0


19.6.54 BASLE


Uruguay: Maspoli, Santamaria, Martinez, Andrade, Varela, Cruz, Abbadie (2), Ambrois, Miguez (2), Schiaffino, Borges (3)


Scotland: Martin, Cunningham, Aird, Docherty, Davidson, Cowie, McKenzie, Fernie, Mochan, Brown, Ormond


Referee: Orlandini (Italy)


[image: images]


Group 4


England (2) 4, Belgium (1) 4 (aet, 3–3 at 90 mins)


17.6.54 BASLE


England: Merrick, Staniforth, Byrne, Wright, Owen, Dickinson (o.g.), Matthews, Broadis (2), Lofthouse (2), Taylor, Finney


Belgium: Gernaey, Dries, Van Brandt, Huysmans, Carre, Mees, Van den Bosch P, Houf, Coppens (1), Anoul (2), Mermans


Referee: Schmetzer (West Germany)


Switzerland (1) 2, Italy (1) 1


17.6.54 LAUSANNE


Switzerland: Parlier, Neury, Kernen, Flückiger, Bocquet, Casali I, Ballaman (1), Vonlanthen, Hügi II (1), Meier, Fatton


Italy: Ghezzi, Vincenzi, Giacomazzi, Neri, Tognon, Nesti, Muccinelli, Boniperti (1), Galli, Pandolfini, Lorenzi


Referee: Viana (Brazil)


England (1) 2, Switzerland (0) 0


20.6.54 BERNE


England: Merrick, Staniforth, Byrne, McGarry, Wright, Dickinson, Finney, Broadis, Wilshaw (1), Taylor, Mullen (1)


Switzerland: Parlier, Neury, Kernen, Eggimann, Bocquet, Bigler, Antenen, Vonlanthen, Meier, Ballaman, Fatton


Referee: Zsolt (Hungary)


Italy (1) 4, Belgium (0) 1


26.6.54 LUGANO


Italy: Ghezzi, Magnini, Giacomazzi, Neri, Tognon, Nesti, Frignani (1), Cappello, Galli (1), Pandolfini (1 pen), Lorenzi (1)


Belgium: Gernaey, Dries, Van Brandt, Huysmans, Carre, Mees, Mermans, Van den Bosch H, Coppens, Anoul (1), Van Den Bosch P


Referee: Steiner (Austria)


[image: images]


In Zurich in a play-off for a quarter-final place, Germany confirmed their obvious superiority over the Turks, crushing them again, 7–2. Morlock, one of a number ‘hidden’ against Hungary, reappeared to score a hat-trick.


Switzerland somewhat surprisingly also confirmed an earlier win and eliminated debilitated Italy 4–1, this time with less difficulty and in a match with considerably fewer violent challenges. Italy went home, their undistinguished challenge over.


Group Play-Offs for Second Place


West Germany (2) 7, Turkey (1) 2


23.6.54 ZURICH


West Germany: Turek, Laband, Bauer, Eckel, Posipal, Mai, Klodt, Morlock (3), Walter O (1), Walter F (1), Schäfer (2)


Turkey: Sükrü, Ridvan, Basri, Naci, Cetin, Rober, Erol, Mustafa (1), Necmettin, Coskun, Lefter (1)


Referee: Vincenti (France)


Switzerland (1) 4, Italy (0) 1


23.6.54 BASLE


Switzerland: Parlier, Neury, Kernen, Eggimann, Bocquet, Casali, Antenen, Vonlanthen, Hügi II (2), Ballaman (1), Fatton (1)


Italy: Viola, Magnini, Giacomazzi, Neri, Tognon, Nesti (1), Muccinelli, Pandolfini, Lorenzi, Segato, Frignani


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


THE QUARTER-FINALS


The hosts, Switzerland, went out at Lausanne in a remarkable match with their Austrian neighbours. Going 3–0 up in twenty minutes, the Swiss allowed Austria back as the Körner brothers, at first unsettled, ultimately tore ragged holes in Switzerland’s famed ‘Catenaccio’ defence. After five astonishing goals in seven minutes and a missed penalty to boot, Austria led 5–3 in the most dramatic circumstances imaginable, and all this in the first half. There were more twists before the interval, as the shell-shocked Swiss hauled themselves back into contention, Ballaman thumping their fourth. Predictably the frenzied activity calmed as the two teams sparred, a semifinal place at stake. Wagner completed a hat-trick to go 6–4; Hügi, tough and mobile, shot; Schmied, the Austrian’s custodian, was deceived by the unfortunate deflection by Hanappi to go 6–5; and finally Probst, running at tired Swiss defenders, eluded desperate tackles before unleashing a shot into the net: 7–5.


In Geneva the heavily favoured Yugoslavians were beaten by the less sophisticated but tenacious Germany. Horvat, the stout centre half, gave the Germans a gift in the opening moment, flicking an optimistic through ball past his own goalkeeper. Greatly encouraged by their lead, though largely outplayed by imaginative opponents, Germany resisted with grim determination. For Yugoslavia, driven inevitably by Zebec and Milutinovic, chances came and went, frustration increased and then the diminutive Rahn settled matters. Receiving the ball in what many believed to be an offside position, he ran on and shot past Beara for a contentious decisive second goal. Four minutes from the end the score was 2–0 and Yugoslavia were out.


At this stage England also departed, though against the irresistible Uruguayan forwards their effort was commendably pugnacious. Borges opened the scoring at five minutes, seizing Abbadie’s pass to drive past Merrick in England’s goal. The English responded with greater endeavour. Matthews, thirty-nine, still mesmerizing, taunted the Uruguayans to set up an equalizer, with Lofthouse the beneficiary. Now they pressed hard. Wilshaw was culpable from a gilt-edged opportunity when he saw his wastefulness punished and Varela’s tame effort unforgivably beat Merrick. The brilliant Schiaffino reaching Varela’s free kick, taken illegally, shot the South Americans 3–1 ahead after the interval, and in spite of bewildered protests, it was crucially allowed to stand. While England bravely continued their fight, the Uruguayans, with several carrying injuries, began to wilt. Finney’s shot, too good for Maspoli, put the score at 2–3. Matthews struck a post and was then denied by athletic goalkeeping, but hard as they tried, there was no way back, Ambrois sealing their fate at the end with a shot past the unfortunate Merrick. Despite playing with great distinction, England had lost. Indeed, they might have won in the end had their efforts not been undone by clumsy and uncertain goalkeeping.


To Berne and notoriety as arguably the two finest teams in the Tournament, Hungary and Brazil, indulged wilfully in an orgy of violent tactics, brutal challenges and spiteful petulance. Hungary, quicker in thought and movement in the early stages, rapidly established a two-goal advantage. After three minutes Hidegkuti drove the ball home in a scramble, and then Kocsis, fed by Hidegkuti, made it 2–0 in less then ten minutes. Brazil fought back, warming to their task, probing constantly, frustrated by niggling sly fouls designed to slow them down and break their rhythm. However, from one such challenge Indio earned Brazil a penalty; Santos converted it for 2–1. The pattern of the contest continued and worsened, the mood of the players blackening, the undercurrent one of simmering ugliness. Hungary, with Toth reduced to a limping passenger, earned a penalty and scored. The menacing Julinho on a meandering run brought the Brazilians to 2–3. And the game erupted. Bozsik, tackled unfairly by Santos, punched him, and the pair, after a protracted boxing match, were dismissed. Didi struck the bar for Brazil, whilst Djalmo Santos gave up all pretence of playing football and pursued Czibor about the field, enraged and without thought of the consequences. Then in a flash the game was over – in the very last minute Kocsis guided Czibor’s cross into the Brazilian goal, to give Hungary a 4–2 victory. Still, Tozzi at the death managed to get himself sent off for a pointless kick at Hungary’s Lorant, and then at the final whistle pandemonium ensued. Puskás, still injured and a spectator, allegedly struck Pinheiro with a bottle, causing a three-inch cut. The incensed Brazilians invaded the Hungarian dressing room. A pitched battle ensued, fists, boots and bottles being used in extended and chaotic savagery that left Toth unconscious and most bruised or bleeding. For both of these great teams it was a sad day indeed.


Quarter-Finals


Austria (5) 7, Switzerland (4) 5


26.6.54 LAUSANNE


Austria: Schmied, Hanappi (o.g.), Barschandt, Ocwirk (1), Happel, Koller, Körner R, Wagner (3), Stojaspal, Probst (1), Körner A (2)


Switzerland: Parlier, Neury, Kernen, Eggimann, Bocquet, Casali, Antenen, Vonlanthen, Hügi II (2), Ballaman (2), Fatton


Referee: Faultless (Scotland)


Uruguay (2) 4, England (1) 2


26.6.54 BASLE


Uruguay: Maspoli, Santamaria, Martinez, Andrade, Varela (1), Cruz, Abbadie, Ambrois (1), Miguez, Schiaffino (1), Borges (1)


England: Merrick, Staniforth, Byrne, McGarry, Wright, Dickinson, Matthews, Broadis, Lofthouse (1), Wilshaw, Finney (1)


Referee: Steiner (Austria)


West Germany (1) 2, Yugoslavia (0) 0


27.6.54 GENEVA


West Germany: Turek, Laband, Kohlmeyer, Eckel, Liebrich, Mai, Rahn (1), Morlock, Walter O, Walter F, Schäfer


Yugoslavia: Beara, Stankovic, Crnkovic, Cajkovski, Horvat (o.g.), Boskov, Milutinovic, Mitic, Vukas, Bobek, Zebec


Referee: Zsolt (Hungary)


Hungary (2) 4, Brazil (1) 2


27.6.54 BERNE


Hungary: Grosics, Buzánszky, Lantos (1 pen), Bozsik, Lorant, Zakarias, Toth M, Kocsis (2), Hidegkuti (1), Czibor, Toth J


Brazil: Castilho, Santos D (1 pen), Santos N, Brandaozinho, Pinheiro, Bauer, Julinho (1), Didi, Indio, Humberto, Maurinho


Referee: Ellis (England)


THE SEMI-FINALS


In Basle the West Germans, thus far perceived as gritty artisans amongst high-calibre artists, shocked the pundits again by demolishing a confused Austrian team made vulnerable through the introduction in goal of Zeman, reputedly their finest, at the expense of the dependable Schmied. The consequences proved disastrous as the ‘inferior’ team put them to the sword, Schäfer deflecting Fritz Walter’s cross to open their account, then Morlock, offered a similar proposition by the crafty Walter, making it 2–0. Probst briefly brought Austria hope, capitalizing on Turek’s fumble, but Walter, aided by his brother Otmar, finished them with Teutonic efficiency, a penalty by Fritz making it 3–1. The Austrians slowly, visibly, lost their collective will and crumbled. Otmar headed a fourth, Fritz a fifth and then gloriously, to the general disbelief of 58,000 witnesses, Otmar headed powerfully again past the horribly indecisive Zeman for 6–1. The Germans would contest one more game and again be a long outsider.


In Lausanne, Uruguay finally, after twenty-four years, lost a World Cup match, though this keenly contested semi-final, absorbing throughout, was arguably the finest yet in the competition’s history. Hungary, fast and fluent, earned some redemption from the deplorable scenes of Berne three days earlier. Puskás, still struggling to shake off the effects of Liebrich’s tackle, was again absent; Varela, too, an inspiration throughout for the Uruguayans, was sadly missed, as both teams made a number of enforced and significant changes. Competitive early on, Uruguay nonetheless were unable to prevent Hungary taking their customary fast start, as Czibor scored early and Hidegkuti added a second from an emphatic header. Losing 2–0 at half-time, Uruguay demonstrated their marvellous spirit and technique, lifted as they were by the indomitable wizardry of Schiaffino: unlucky twice himself, he continued to wield the greatest influence on proceedings. Hohberg finally accepted an opportunity on 75 minutes, and then three minutes from the end he ran on to another Schiaffino pass. To the mortification of the Hungarians, he fired Uruguay level before being engulfed by his jubilant colleagues, 2–2 and into extra time. Uruguay might have taken the initiative but the hero became the villain, Hohberg striking another Schiaffino through-ball on to the goal post before, at the other end, the powerful Kocsis condemned them to defeat with two late and unstoppable headers, 4–2. ‘We beat the best team we ever met,’ said Hungarian coach Mandi.


Semi-Finals


West Germany (1) 6, Austria (0) 1


30.6.54 BASLE


West Germany: Turek, Posipal, Kohlmeyer, Eckel, Liebrich, Mai, Rahn, Morlock (1), Walter O (2), Walter F (2 pens), Schäfer (1)


Austria: Zeman, Hanappi, Schleger, Ocwirk, Happel, Koller, Körner R, Wagner, Stojaspal, Probst (1), Körner A


Referee: Orlandini (Italy)


Hungary (1) 4, Uruguay (0) 2 (aet, 2–2 at 90 mins)


30.6.54 LAUSANNE


Hungary: Grosics, Buzánszky, Lantos, Bozsik, Lorant, Zakarias, Budai, Kocsis (2), Palotás, Hidegkuti (1), Czibor (1)


Uruguay: Maspoli, Santamaria, Martinez, Andrade, Carballo, Cruz, Souto, Ambrois, Schiaffino, Hohberg (2), Borges


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


PLAY-OFF FOR THIRD PLACE


Before the final, Austria and Uruguay at Zurich played out a miserable third and fourth place game. Austria, the better side, won with some ease – they had more to prove after their shocking aberration against Germany. Uruguay, tired after their Herculean semi-final effort, lacked motivation, and unable to galvanize themselves they went down 3–1, though their first ever European adventure had been a memorable one.


Match for Third Place


Austria (1) 3, Uruguay (1) 1


3.7.54 ZURICH


Austria: Schmied, Hanappi, Barschandt, Ocwirk (1), Kollmann, Koller, Körner R, Wagner, Dienst, Stojaspal (1 pen), Probst


Uruguay: Maspoli, Santamaria, Martinez, Andrade, Carballo, Cruz (o.g.), Abbadie, Hohberg (1), Mendez, Schiaffino, Borges


Referee: Wyssling (Switzerland)


THE FINAL


In the final at Berne, the great Puskás was recalled for Hungary, despite remaining doubts over his fitness. The Germans, for their part, revelled in their role as the underdog, hoping to be carried to triumph on a tide of partisan support from a crowd predominantly behind them. So it began on 4 July 1954, and within eight minutes the extraordinary Hungarians had again secured a two-goal lead, Puskás first driving in Kocsis’ deflected attempt and then, before Germany could compose themselves, Czibor seizing on a misunderstanding between Kohlmeyer and Turek for a second. Germany, bewildered, managed an immediate and significant response, thus saving themselves from ignominy, Morlock stretching fully to divert Rahn’s cross past Grosics for 2–1. Astonishingly, within 16 minutes it was 2–2, Walter curling a tantalizing cross over from a corner, eluding all but Rahn who drove it gratefully home. Hungary attacked remorselessly, although Puskás laboured, already showing ill effects from his earlier injury. Turek, in Germany’s goal, performed heroics to deny in turn Puskás and Kocsis, Hidegkuti’s shot crashing back off the post. In the second half the all-out assault by the imperious Hungarians continued unabated. Puskás was frustrated twice by Turek, Toth grazed the West German bar, then Hidegkuti, so reliable, fired wide with the goal agape. It was Rahn who punished their wasteful shooting: grabbing a rare loose ball in Hungary’s penalty area after Otmar Walter had distracted defenders, he flashed his shot into the groping Grosics’ net. Germany led 3–2 and now they had but five minutes to defend. Puskás had other ideas – less agile than before, instinct eased him on to Toth’s incisive pass and he beat Turek with aplomb to go 3–3. However, Welsh linesman Mr Griffiths flagged for offside and Germany retained their slender, fragile lead. Yet there was still time for more drama as Czibor let fly and Turek miraculously turned away. Germany, with grit, courage and no little luck, had defied the odds and their more illustrious opponents to win an unlikely and famous victory.


Final


West Germany (2) 3, Hungary (2) 2


4.7.54 BERNE


West Germany: Turek, Posipal, Kohlmeyer, Eckel, Liebrich, Mai, Rahn (2), Morlock (1), Walter O, Walter F, Schäfer


Hungary: Grosics, Buzánszky, Lantos, Bozsik, Lorant, Zakarias, Czibor (1), Kocsis, Hidegkuti, Puskás (1), Toth J


Referee: Ling (England)


The Tournament had been an enormous success. Goals had been plentiful throughout and marvellous spectacles were played out before enthusiastic crowds: Austria’s remarkable defeat of the Swiss, Brazil’s contest with the Yugoslavs, Hungary’s demolition of all-comers, including the infamous ‘Battle of Berne’ with Brazil, and the exhibition in Lausanne with Uruguay. Yet Hungary, unquestionably the best team with their marvellous flowing football, had been denied the ultimate prize by a German team whom they had destroyed in the early rounds. Germany, shrewdly managed and resilient, had earned their place in the history books; for them obstinacy, organization, good fortune and a clever forward line had prevailed.
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Qualifying Tournament


53 entries


West Germany qualify as holders, Sweden qualify as hosts


Europe (29): Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, England, Finland, France, East Germany, West Germany, Greece, Holland, Hungary, Iceland, Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, USSR, Wales, Yugoslavia


South America (9): Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela


North and Central America (6): Canada, Costa Rica, Curaçao, Guatemala, Mexico, USA


Asia/Africa (9): China, Cyprus, Egypt, Indonesia, Israel, Sudan, Syria, Taiwan, Turkey


Europe


Group 1 (England, Rep of Ireland, Denmark)


Rep of Ireland v Denmark 2–1, England v Denmark 5–2, England v Rep of Ireland 5–1, Denmark v England 1–4, Rep of Ireland v England 1–1, Denmark v Rep of Ireland 0–2


[image: images]


England qualified


Group 2 (France, Belgium, Iceland)


France v Belgium 6–3, France v Iceland 8–0, Belgium v Iceland 8–3, Iceland v France 1–5, Iceland v Belgium 2–5, Belgium v France 0–0


[image: images]


France qualified


Group 3 (Hungary, Bulgaria, Norway)


Norway v Bulgaria 1–2, Norway v Hungary 2–1, Hungary v Bulgaria 4–1, Bulgaria v Hungary 1–2, Bulgaria v Norway 7–0, Hungary v Norway 5–0


[image: images]


Hungary qualified


Group 4 (Czechoslovakia, Wales, East Germany)


Wales v Czechoslovakia 1–0, East Germany v Wales 2–1, Czechoslovakia v Wales 2–0, Czechoslovakia v East Germany 3–1, Wales v East Germany 4–1, East Germany v Czechoslovakia 1–4


[image: images]


Czechoslovakia qualified


Group 5 (Austria, Holland, Luxembourg)


Austria v Luxembourg 7–0, Holland v Luxembourg 4–1, Austria v Holland 3–2, Luxembourg v Holland (in Rotterdam) 2–5, Holland v Austria 1–1, Luxembourg v Austria 0–3


[image: images]


Austria qualified


Group 6 (USSR, Poland, Finland)


USSR v Poland 3–0, Finland v Poland 1–3, USSR v Finland 2–1, Finland v USSR 0–10, Poland v USSR 2–1, Poland v Finland 4–0


[image: images]


Play-off (in Leipzig): USSR v Poland 2–0


USSR qualified


Group 7 (Yugoslavia, Romania, Greece)


Greece v Yugoslavia 0–0, Greece v Romania 1–2, Romania v Yugoslavia 1–1, Romania v Greece 3–0, Yugoslavia v Greece 4–1, Yugoslavia v Romania 2–0


[image: images]


Yugoslavia qualified


Group 8 (Northern Ireland, Italy, Portugal)


Portugal v Northern Ireland 1–1, Italy v Northern Ireland 1–0, Northern Ireland v Portugal 3–0, Portugal v Italy 3–0, Italy v Portugal 3–0, Northern Ireland v Italy 2–1


[image: images]


Northern Ireland qualified


Group 9 (Scotland, Spain, Switzerland)


Spain v Switzerland 2–2, Scotland v Spain 4–2, Switzerland v Scotland 1–2, Spain v Scotland 4–1, Scotland v Switzerland 3–2, Switzerland v Spain 1–4


[image: images]


Scotland qualified


South America


Group 1 (Brazil, Peru, Venezuela)


Venezuela withdrew


Peru v Brazil 1–1, 0–1


Brazil qualified


Group 2 (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile)


Chile v Bolivia 2–1, Bolivia v Chile 3–0, Bolivia v Argentina 2–0, Chile v Argentina 0–2, Argentina v Chile 4–0, Argentina v Bolivia 4–0


[image: images]


Argentina qualified


Group 3 (Paraguay, Uruguay, Colombia)


Colombia v Uruguay 1–1, Colombia v Paraguay 2–3, Uruguay v Colombia 1–0, Paraguay v Colombia 3–0, Paraguay v Uruguay 5–0, Uruguay v Paraguay 2–0


[image: images]


Paraguay qualified


North and Central America


Sub-Group 1 (Costa Rica, Curaçao, Guatemala)


Guatemala v Costa Rica 2–6, Costa Rica v Guatemala 3–1 (match abandoned, awarded to Costa Rica), Costa Rica v Curaçao 4–0, Guatemala v Curaçao 1–3, Curaçao v Costa Rica 1–2, Curaçao v Guatemala not played


[image: images]


Sub-Group 2 (Mexico, Canada, USA)


Mexico v USA 6–0, USA v Mexico 2–7, Canada v USA 5–1, Mexico v Canada 3–0, Canada v Mexico 0–2 (in Mexico City), USA v Canada 2–3


[image: images]


Final round


Mexico v Costa Rica 2–0, 1–1


Mexico qualified


Asia/Africa


Sub-Group 1 (Indonesia, China, Taiwan)


Taiwan withdrew


Indonesia v China 2–0, 3–4


Play-off (in Rangoon): Indonesia v China 0–0


Indonesia won on scoring more goals in previous matches


Sub-Group 2 (Israel, Turkey)


Turkey withdrew


Sub-Group 3 (Egypt, Cyprus)


Cyprus withdrew


Sub-Group 4 (Sudan, Syria)


Sudan v Syria 1–0, 1–1


Second Round


Israel walked over (Indonesia withdrew); Sudan walked over (Egypt withdrew)


Final Round


Israel walked over (Sudan withdrew); Wales won draw among all second-placed teams to play Israel; Belgium and Uruguay declined


Israel v Wales 0–2, 0–2


Wales qualified


1958 SWEDEN 8 June–29 June


QUALIFIERS










	Argentina


	Mexico







	Austria


	Northern Ireland







	Brazil


	Paraguay







	Czechoslovakia


	Russia







	England


	Scotland







	France


	Sweden







	Germany


	Wales







	Hungary


	Yugoslavia








Sweden and the twelve nominated venues would host the sixth World Cup and the country, delighted in the return of its own stars from abroad, awaited its beginning with eager anticipation. Fifty-three entrants had been reduced to sixteen finalists, and on this occasion, unlike the 1954 Tournament, the Group rivals would all play each other. Quite remarkably all four home nations were represented, though Wales had been the recipients of huge good fortune. Apparently eliminated by Czechoslovakia, they were offered another opportunity against Israel; this they seized, and with such greats as Allchurch and the mighty John Charles in their midst, they were not overawed by their grouping with Sweden in the nation’s capital at Stockholm and at Sandviken. The Swedes were formidable, and having been Olympic Champions in 1948 they constructed their team of veterans around Gustavsson and Hamrin, who were playing their club football in Italy. Hungary, too, were drawn here, though they were hardly recognizable now from the brilliant team of four years earlier: the country invaded by its Soviet neighbours had consequently lost the services of many of its greatest players, Puskás included. Mexico again had qualified, eliminating Costa Rica, but their overall record in the competition did not bode well for their chances of advancement from the Group.


Scotland had excelled themselves in ousting Spain and their reward was Group Two, their games to be played at a succession of small towns west of Stockholm, the largest of which was Norrköping. France were also there, assisted by Kopa, the Real Madrid star, and a number of players from their finest club Reims, one of Europe’s very best. Paraguay, undeniably deserving qualifiers, had met and annihilated Uruguay in a truly shocking upset in Ascension by 5–0. Yugoslavia were the fourth team, whose qualification was only assured in their last game, a 2–0 winner-take-all affair with Romania.


In the south, Malmö, Halmstad and Hälsingborg welcomed Group One with Northern Ireland led by Danny Blanchflower, these conquerors of Italy facing tough opposition in the World Champions, Germany, the South American champions, Argentina, and the Czechs with a significantly altered team following their disappointment in Switzerland.


The final Group at Gothenburg would prove a difficult prospect for all those involved. Brazil, travelling with a young and largely experimental team, had narrowly edged Peru out but nevertheless had established a reputation that had seen them installed as favourites. England, though weakened by the tragic loss of their Manchester United trio, Edwards, Taylor and Byrne in the Munich Air disaster, were still capable and dangerous opponents. The last teams involved were Austria, third in the Swiss Tournament, and the Russians, whose first ever qualification by virtue of a 2–0 play-off in Leipzig over Poland had been achieved at the first attempt. Two years earlier, at the Melbourne Games the Soviet Union had been Olympic Champions.










	Group 1


	Group 3







	Venues: Malmö, Halmstad,


	Venues: Stockholm, Sandviken







	Hälsingborg


	Hungary







	Argentinat


	Mexico







	Czechoslovakia


	Sweden







	Germany


	Wales







	Northern Ireland


	 







	Group 2


	Group 4







	Venues: Örebro, Norrköping, Västerås, Eskistuna


	Venues: Gothenburg, Borås, Uddevalla







	France


	Austria







	Paraguay


	Brazil







	Scotland


	England







	Yugoslavia


	USSR








THE FIRST SERIES


With each group beginning its first round fixtures on 8 June, local interest focused sharply in on the Swedes playing in Stockholm against Mexico. As they had hoped, Sweden won against accommodating opponents who barely threatened to score and ultimately were lucky to lose only by 3–0.


In Group Three at Sandviken, Wales were making their Tournament debut, performing with great credit against Hungary. Fighting back from Bozsik’s early strike, Wales replied through the towering John Charles, whose header flew past Grosics, again keeping goal for the Magyars.


The Germans in Group One swept aside a sadly depleted Argentina, whose best players had stayed with their Italian clubs, though Corbatta, a tricky little winger, did give them a single goal of consolation in a 3–1 defeat. Northern Ireland, close by in Halmstad, continued to prove themselves worthy finalists, Cush providing their goal against a disappointing Czechoslovakia.


In Group Two a remarkable opening fixture between France and Paraguay took place. The South Americans, considered dark horses, were level against France at half-time. Thereafter, however, they fell apart under pressure from quite irresistible French attacking; Fontaine (with a hat-trick), Vincent and Piantoni all from the exciting Reims club were among the scorers as they won 7–3. Up the road at Västerås, Scotland, playing with great spirit, recovered from going a goal behind to the very dangerous Yugoslavians after seven minutes, finally gaining parity with Murray’s second half shot.


England opened their competition in Gothenburg against Russia, Olympic Champions and a team of the highest quality. Inevitably England struggled before rescuing an unlikely draw after Simonian’s early goal. Defeat appeared inevitable when Ivanov netted a second on the hour. Yet the English recovered their composure and Kevan, their centre forward, stretched to divert a free kick beyond Yashin before Tom Finney, the mercurial Preston North End winger, connected a late, though deserved, penalty kick to go 2–2. But Russia had certainly been the better side. Brazil, nominal favourites, with eight changes from Switzerland faced a similarly changed Austria at Borås and beat them with consummate ease, 3–0, Mazzola, their centre forward, claiming two of the goals; Austria were unable to reply.


THE SECOND SERIES


Wales, now in Stockholm, faced Mexico in their second Group Two encounter. Taking a first half lead through Allchurch, they failed to capitalize on it, and their meek opponents salvaged an undeserved draw with Belmonte’s drive.


With great difficulty Sweden overcame Hungary the next day on the same ground. Hamrin, their spectacular but unpredictable winger, scored twice, once gloriously. Tichy in between insisted he had equalized when his shot struck the bar and came down behind Svenssen in goal for the Swedes. Mr Mowat, the referee, thought otherwise, and despite Tichy having his moment late on to make it 2–1, it was a case of too little too late.


In Group One the Czechs, so uninspired against the Irish, made changes in their forward line for their Hälsingborg appointment with Germany, consequently surprising the champions. A goal behind to a Dvorak penalty, the Germans’ situation became dire when Zikan beat Herkenrath for 2–0. They rallied bravely and were saved by the tigerish and robust little Rahn with two late goals. Northern Ireland, given to causing shocks, were stunned themselves by an Argentinean team determined, resolute and supplemented astonishingly by Labruna, a forward making his competition debut at the age of forty! Though Peter McFarland managed to equalize Corbatta’s first goal, when Corbatta scored again, followed by Menendez, the game became out of the reach of the dejected Irishmen in the second half.


Paraguay, back at the scene of their aberration against free scoring France, played the Scots and confirmed themselves strong in attack but vulnerable in defence. Still, for Scotland they proved just too much, winning an open and entertaining game by 3–2. The other Group Two match ended with precisely the same score, Yugoslavia prevailing with a goal three minutes from time, the Yugoslavs organized and dangerous on the counter-attack absorbing the best efforts of the French and exposing with a surgeon’s precision their frailties.


Brazil, devastating at half steam against the unfortunate Austrians, ran into a rather better prepared, more obstinate England team in Gothenburg and struggled. The English, growing in confidence, were denied a penalty after Kevan eluded Bellini, and the game ended goal-less. The other Group Four fixture at Borås saw Russia ease past Austria in a dull and strangely passionless affair, a goal either side of the interval deciding the outcome, 2–0.


THE THIRD SERIES


Sweden, in their final group match with two victories under their belt, made changes in Stockholm. Hamrin, Gren and the veteran Neils Leidholm were among those rested. Wales were the beneficiaries of such generosity, grinding out a deserved draw in a largely uneventful match free of goals. Hungary in the same group blasted out the dismal Mexicans with four goals, shattering their increasingly fragile opponents.


Down in Malmö, Germany received a second successive surprise against the gallant Irish. McFarland put the underdogs ahead, Rahn scored to level at half-time, and though McFarland arrived to shoot Ireland ahead at 2–1, the squat young German centre forward Seeler grabbed a point for the Germans ten minutes from time. Gregg and Blanchflower had been hugely influential in Ireland’s performance, and Germany were seen to be lucky with their 2–2 draw.


Remarkably, the hitherto unimpressive Czechs astonished Argentina at Hälsingborg and in so doing extended their Tournament and eliminated their opponents. With a score of 3–0 at half-time, it ended 6–1 as the disconsolate South Americans fell apart in embarrassing fashion.


In a tight Group Two, Scotland went out, their brave effort against France being undermined by two first-half strikes by the formidable partnership established by Kopa and Fontaine. Scotland, needing to win, fought back, but a solitary goal from Baird in his first appearance proved no more than a consolation for their endeavour. Paraguay also went home despite another goal glut, a 3–3 draw with Yugoslavia proving not quite enough for the royally entertaining South Americans. They had endeared themselves to spectators, and regardless of their elimination, they had distinguished themselves as worthy finalists


Finally to the west coast and Gothenburg where Brazil burst the Soviet bubble. Fielding the seventeen-year-old Pelé in place of Mazzola and with the mesmerizing Garrincha at work, they pulled Russia’s defence apart. Vava scored both early and late in the match, but the 2–0 score didn’t adequately represent Brazil’s total domination of proceedings. England, in the other Group Four game against twice beaten Austria, stoically stuck to their line-up that had proved so effective in securing a draw with Brazil. They promptly fell behind when Austria, through Koller, scored their first goal of the competition. England responded first through Fulham’s Johnny Haynes and then Kevan, but a second Austrian goal through Körner ensured a 2–2 draw, and for England the prospect of a play-off match.


But four days before the quarter-final ties, FIFA had a problem: without any provision for separating teams tied on points, they had three inconclusive Groups. Thus Czechoslovakia and Ireland in Malmö, Hungary and Wales in Stockholm, and Russia and England in Gothenburg would meet for a second time, just two days before the quarter-final, to decide who would be going through.


Final Tournament – Sweden First round


Group 1


West Germany (2) 3, Argentina (1) 1


8.6.58 MALMÖ


West Germany: Herkenrath, Stollenwerk, Juskowiak, Eckel, Erhardt, Szymaniak, Rahn (2), Walter F, Seeler (1), Schmidt, Schäfer


Argentina: Carrizo, Dellacha, Vairo, Lombardo, Rossi, Varacka, Corbatta (1), Prado, Menendez, Rojas, Cruz


Referee: Leafe (England)


Northern Ireland (1) 1, Czechoslovakia (0) 0


8.6.58 HALMSTAD


Northern Ireland: Gregg, Keith, McMichael, Blanchflower, Cunningham, Peacock, Bingham, Cush (1), Dougan, McIlroy, McParland


Czechoslovakia: Dolejsi, Mraz, Novak, Pluskal, Cadek, Masopust, Hovorka, Dvorak, Borovicka, Hertl, Krauss


Referee: Seipelt (Austria)


West Germany (0) 2, Czechoslovakia (2) 2


11.6.58 HÄLSINGBORG


West Germany: Herkenrath, Stollenwerk, Juskowiak, Schnellinger, Erhardt, Szymaniak, Rahn (1), Walter F, Seeler, Schäfer (1), Klodt


Czechoslovakia: Dolejsi, Mraz, Novak, Pluskal, Popluhar, Masopust, Hovorka, Dvorak (1 pen), Molnar, Farajsl, Zikan (1)


Referee: Ellis (England)


Argentina (1) 3, Northern Ireland (1) 1


11.6.58 HALMSTAD


Argentina: Carrizo, Dellacha, Vairo, Lombardo, Rossi, Varacka, Corbatta (1 pen), Avio (1), Menendez (1), Labruna, Boggio


Northern Ireland: Gregg, Keith, McMichael, Blanchflower, Cunningham, Peacock, Bingham, Cush, Coyle, McIlroy, McParland (1)


Referee: Ahiner (Sweden)


West Germany (1) 2, Northern Ireland (1) 2


15.6.58 MALMÖ


West Germany: Herkenrath, Stollenwerk, Juskowiak, Eckel, Erhardt, Szymaniak, Rahn (1), Walter F, Seeler (1), Schäfer, Klodt


Northern Ireland: Gregg, Keith, McMichael, Blanchflower, Cunningham, Peacock, Bingham, Cush, Casey, McIlroy, McParland (2)


Referee: Campos (Portugal)


Czechoslovakia (3) 6, Argentina (0) 1


15.6.58 HÄLSINGBORG


Czechoslovakia: Dolejsi, Mraz, Novak, Dvorak (1), Popluhar, Masopust, Hovorka (1), Borovicka, Molnar, Farajsl (2), Zikan (2)


Argentina: Carrizo, Dellacha, Vairo, Lombardo, Rossi, Varacka, Corbatta (1), Avio, Menendez, Labruna, Cruz


Referee: Ellis (England)
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Group 2


Yugoslavia (1) 1, Scotland (0) 1


8.6.58 VÄSTERÅS


Yugoslavia: Beara, Sijakovic, Cmkovic, Krstic, Zebec, Boskov, Petakovic (1), Veselinovic, Milutinovic, Sekularac, Rajkov


Scotland: Younger, Caldow, Hewie, Turnbull, Evans, Cowie, Leggat, Murray (1), Mudie, Collins, Imlach


Referee: Wysling (Switzerland)


France (2) 7, Paraguay (2) 3


8.6.58 NORRKÖPING


France: Remetter, Kaelbel, Lerond, Penverne, Jonquet, Marcel, Wisnieski (1), Fontaine (3), Kopa (1), Piantoni (1), Vincent (1)


Paraguay: Mageregger, Miranda, Arevalo, Villalba, Lezcano, Achucarro, Aguero, Parodi, Romero (1), Re, Amarilla (2, 1 pen)


Referee: Gardeazabal (Spain)


Paraguay (2) 3, Scotland (1) 2


11.6.58 NORRKÖPING


Paraguay: Mageregger, Miranda, Arevalo, Villalba, Lezcano, Achucarro, Aguero, Parodi, Romero (1), Re, Amarilla (2, 1 pen)


Scotland: Younger, Parker, Caldow, Turnbull, Evans, Cowie, Leggat, Collins (1), Mudie (1), Robertson, Fernie


Referee: Orlandini (Italy)


Yugoslavia (1) 3, France (1) 2


11.6.58 VÄSTERÅS


Yugoslavia: Beara, Tomic, Cmkovic, Krstic, Zebec, Boskov, Petakovic (1), Veselinovic (2), Milutinovic, Sekularac, Rajkov


France: Remetter, Kaelbel, Marche, Penverne, Jonquet, Lerond, Wisnieski, Fontaine (2), Kopa, Piantoni, Vincent


Referee: Griffiths (Wales)


France (2) 2, Scotland (0) 1


15.6.58 ÖREBRO


France: Abbes, Kaelbel, Lerond, Penverne, Jonquet, Marcel, Wisnieski, Fontaine (1), Kopa (1), Piantoni, Vincent


Scotland: Brown, Caldow, Hewie, Turnbull, Evans, Mackay, Collins, Murray, Mudie, Baird (1), Imlach


Referee: Brozzi (Argentina)


Paraguay (1) 3, Yugoslavia (2) 3


15.6.58 ESKISTUNA


Paraguay: Aguilar, Arevalo, Echague, Villalba, Lezcano, Achucarro, Aguero (1), Parodi (1), Romero (1), Re, Amarilla


Yugoslavia: Beara, Tomic, Cmkovic, Krstic, Zebec, Boskov, Petakovic, Veselinovic (1), Ogjanovic (2), Sekularac, Rajkov


Referee: Macko (Czechoslovakia)
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Group 3


Sweden (1) 3, Mexico (0) 0


8.6.58 STOCKHOLM


Sweden: Svensson, Bergmark, Axbom, Liedholm (1 pen), Gustavsson, Parling, Hamrin, Mellberg, Simonsson (2), Gren, Skoglund


Mexico: Carbajal, Del Muro, Villegas, Portugal, Romo, Flores, Hernandez, Reyes, Calderon, Gutierrez, Sesma


Referee: Latyschev (USSR)


Hungary (1) 1, Wales (1) 1


8.6.58 SANDVIKEN


Hungary: Grosics, Matrai, Sarosi, Bozsik (1), Sipos, Berendi, Sandor, Hidegkuti, Tichy, Bundzsak, Fenyvesi


Wales: Kelsey, Williams, Hopkins, Sullivan, Charles M, Bowen, Webster, Medwin, Charles J (1), Allchurch, Jones.


Referee: Codesal (Uruguay)


Mexico (1) 1, Wales (1) 1


11.6.58 STOCKHOLM


Mexico: Carbajal, Del Muro, Gutierrez, Cardenas, Romo, Flores, Belmonte (1), Reyes, Blanco, Gonzalez, Sesma


Wales: Kelsey, Williams, Hopkins, Baker, Charles M, Bowen, Webster, Medwin, Charles J, Allchurch (1), Jones


Referee: Lemesic (Yugoslavia)


Sweden (2) 2, Hungary (0) 1


12.6.58 STOCKHOLM


Sweden: Svensson, Bergmark, Axbom, Liedholm, Gustavsson, Parling, Hamrin (2), Mellberg, Simonsson, Gren, Skoglund


Hungary: Grosics, Matrai, Sarosi, Szojka, Sipos, Berendi, Sandor, Bundzsak, Bozsik, Tichy (1), Fenyvesi


Referee: Mowat (Scotland)


Sweden (0) 0, Wales (0) 0


15.6.58 STOCKHOLM


Sweden: Svensson, Bergmark, Axbom, Borjesson, Gustavsson, Parling, Berndtsson, Selmosson, Kallgren, Lofgren, Skoglund


Wales: Kelsey, Williams, Hopkins, Sullivan, Charles M, Bowen, Vernon, Hewitt, Charles J, Allchurch, Jones


Referee: Van Nuffel (Belgium)


Hungary (1) 4, Mexico (0) 0


15.6.58 SANDVIKEN


Hungary: Ilku, Matrai, Sarosi, Szojka, Sipos, Kotasz, Budai, Bencsics, Hidegkuti, Tichy (2), Sandor (1)


Mexico: Carbajal, Del Muro, Gutierrez, Cardenas, Sepulveda, Flores, Belmonte, Reyes, Blanco, Gonzalez (o.g.), Sesma


Referee: Eriksson (Finland)
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Group 4


USSR (1) 2, England (0) 2


8.6.58 GOTHENBURG


USSR: Yashin, Kessarov, Kusnezov, Voinov, Krischevsky, Zarev, Ivanov A, Ivanov V (1), Simonian (1), Salnikov, Iljin


England: McDonald, Howe, Banks, Clamp, Wright, Slater, Douglas, Robson, Kevan (1), Haynes. Finney (1 pen)


Referee: Zsolt (Hungary)


Brazil (1) 3, Austria (0) 0


8.6.58 UDDEVALLA


Brazil: Gylmar, De Sordi, Santos N (1), Dino, Bellini, Orlando, Joel, Didi, Mazzola (2), Dida, Zagalo
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