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  Hanna




   




  You were born Jewish in Hitler’s Germany, escaped the Holocaust as a seven year old, grew up in England where you found your Messiah, met me in Belgium, married me in India, served Christ with me all over the world, and continue to be the joy and inspiration of my life. This book tells our journey together.




   




  Thank you for saying yes!
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  Foreword




  While Christianity is dichotomized with the syndrome of “to be or not to be” regarding the church and parachurch issue, this book by George Miley comes with tremendous clarity. It balances the centrality of the local church, “the called out people of God,” and the unquestionable contribution of mission organizations.




  While there are many (some useful and some not so useful) theories and assumptions being written about the local church in mission, George writes very strongly from practices he saw work. Most books go from theories to practice, from abstraction to realities. Some theories work; others ultimately cause disillusionment to many. George speaks from practices he has followed in missions coming forth from the churches. There are original insights in this book on the local church in missions, particularly the need for leadership to be spotted, developed, and released into the work. Only thus will the churches be effective in fulfilling the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ.




  I have benefited from George’s personal input in my life. He has been a significant influence in getting me to where I am today in spirit, mind, and character, trying to fulfill the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus in my realm. I know in reality that what he says works. George continues to follow what he believes—spotting people with character, training them, and releasing them to be Christian leaders around the world on all continents in an ongoing process. I am grateful to God for such leaders.




  And Hanna has been the pillar to keep him going where God wanted him to go!




  May God be honored by the outcome of this book in bringing and discipling the nations to Christ. I very strongly recommend that people read and practice its insights.




  K. Rajendran, General Secretary




  India Missions Association • Chennai, India




   




  * * * * * *




  Loving the Church . . . Blessing the Nations is a stimulating book—liberating, compelling, challenging. This is a visionary manifesto, clearly born out of passion, experience, and solitude! From the first page to the last, George Miley gives us a rare picture of the high calling of the church and the inclusiveness of the Great Commission of Christ.




  As an elder involved in setting the spiritual tone of a missions-minded church, I appreciate the holistic outlook that sheds fresh insight on the focus and ownership of a congregation in regards to missions, something so often longed for but too often out of reach.




  As a mission leader, responsible for charting the course of an international, mobile Christian ministry community, I appreciate the call and plea for recognizing the importance of the involvement in “blessing the nations” by the local church at both the leadership and the grassroots level.




  As a previous co-worker learning from and working with George Miley many years ago, I am excited about the heartbeat of this book. It is concerned with Christ being glorified, the church discovering and fulfilling her calling, and the individual believer growing in character and gifting for the sake of fulfilling God’s task.




  This is a book for all who care about the church and her calling, a book for all those who care about “making disciples of every nation,” a book for you!




  Bernd Gülker, Managing Director




  Operation Mobilization Ship Ministry • Mosbach, Germany




  Introduction




  Books are best written in solitude. The word that brings enduring value to the human world comes from God, and God speaks in the clarifying and healing silences. In the place of busyness and noise, his voice is forced to compete and is too often unheard. So he waits.




  My season of life solitude began in 1984 when I was forty-four years old. I did not choose it—I was not that wise. God chose it for me. He alone knew how much I needed it. The choice he left to me was whether I would enter it with grace and faith or anger and bitterness. I chose the latter. He respected my errant decision and stood aside as I reaped the bitter fruit it brought. Then, as I allowed him, he patiently and gently loved me through to healing and restoration.




  In one sense, I have emerged from that season of retreat. In another sense, I can never emerge. Solitude has become my lifeline. I know Jesus waits for me there.




  Books are best written in community. My community for Loving the Church...Blessing the Nations feels especially broad. It begins with my college and seminary professors and fellow students. I write on the foundation they laid. It moves to my co-workers with Operation Mobilization worldwide but especially in India on the ships Logos and Doulos and those of us who pioneered together the OM Ships headquarters in Mosbach, Germany. It extends further to the pastors and missionaries I met and served with on five continents and a hundred countries. They taught me volumes.




  The senior pastors and church leaders who have formed Antioch Network obviously hold a very special place in my experience. And without the staff team with whom I serve Christ’s Church today, this book would have never found its voice. Lincoln Murdoch, you have assumed leadership of the team and ministry in a way that has freed me with full confidence to concentrate on writing. I owe you a huge debt as a friend and co-worker. Thank you for allowing Jesus to continue forming you into a godly man. And Todd Gee, you are a servant of God with keen spiritual insight, a rich and productive mind, and a passion for Jesus that is contagious. Thank you for all the ways you served him and me in finalizing this project.




  Books are best written out of life experience. Whether every book is foundationally autobiographical, I do not know. This one is. The reader will walk with me through decades of my inner journey and development before God. And the process is ongoing. There have been mountaintops of exhilaration and valleys of despair. Out of them I have been, and am being, forged.




  “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” (John 4:34)




  The Church,[1]as God designed her to be, is stunningly beautiful. She is the visible body in whom Christ resides, the fullest manifestation of him on earth until he returns in glory (Eph. 1:22–23). She is a bride-to-be, an exquisitely delightful young woman being prepared by the Father for marriage to his Son (Eph. 5:31–32, Rev. 21:1–2). Churches are magnificent. There must be more of them everywhere!




  This book is the pursuit of a fuller understanding of God’s design for that to happen.




  1
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  Our Passions




  On March 16, 1987, leaders from seven churches gathered to spend a day together. Our purpose was to explore a vision that was living within us—that our churches would focus on how we might start new churches within a strategically selected unreached people group. Throughout the day we shared our individual journeys, prayed for each other, and learned from one another.




  We represented a variety of Christian traditions. Some came from denominational churches and others from independent ones. Some were rooted in one theological stream and others in another. But those were not the issues that day. We discovered compelling common ground in worship, prayer, God’s heart for all nations, and a whole set of core convictions. What had brought us together was far more powerful than anything that might separate us. When the day was over, we knew we wanted to meet again. We were unaware of it, but Antioch Network had just been born.




  Antioch Network




  Antioch Network is an expanding fellowship of local churches that are focusing strategically on extending God’s kingdom among unreached peoples. We embrace the biblical imperatives imperfectly articulated in this book, not as accomplishments we claim, but as goals to which we aspire, depending only on God’s grace to sinners. This book is Antioch Network’s manifesto.




  Its scope, however, must reach far beyond Antioch Network. The only reason for referring to Antioch Network is to establish that the principles here articulated have not been set forth in an ivory tower disconnected from real life. They are being embraced and lived out, albeit imperfectly, by actual churches and their leaders.




  This book is intended to be a call to, and affirmation of, churches everywhere. It is a cry from the heart about Christ, his actual presence among the community of believers, and his astonishingly grace-filled intention to bless every nation on earth. It is the blending of many voices, the distillation of what untold numbers of churches have and are experiencing. My first mentor in church life and ministry was a church leader in India—Bakht Singh. His influence has deeply enriched these pages. Remembering him prompts me to gratefully acknowledge that other church leaders in Asia, Latin America, Africa, and Europe have taught me volumes.




  And we are still learning. It feels like we are standing at the entrance to a vast treasure chamber filled with dazzling riches with which Christ is gracing his Church. “To him be glory in the church” (Eph. 3:21). “Declare his glory among the nations” (Ps. 96:3).




  
A Manifesto






  Manifesto: A public declaration of motives and intentions—Webster’s New World Dictionary.




  I write for church leaders who want to make a public declaration of motives and intentions: to proclaim what we understand God has called us to be and do, to speak out our convictions, and to call more churches and their leaders to join together in catalyzing and serving a movement, focused on the final frontiers of world evangelization. These passions were originally formalized in August 1996 and revised in January 2003.




  We Are Passionate . . .




  1. To see the Lamb worshipped among all peoples. The eighteenth century Moravians, originally a Christian community (church) of around six hundred adults in Central Europe, matured into the most significant Protestant missionary movement of their time. They were propelled forward by the conviction that “the Lamb must receive the reward of his suffering.” Jesus is worthy of nothing less than to be proclaimed, loved, worshipped, and obeyed in every cultural context. It is the final destination of all human history: “All nations will come and worship before you” (Rev. 15:4).




  2. To see the local church be held in high regard. Scripture describes the Church as “the fullness of him who fills everything in every way” (Eph. 1:23) and says, “through the church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known” (Eph. 3:10). This is exalted language. Christ endows churches with an awesome capacity waiting to be developed and released. Soon after the resurrection, churches became bases from which church planting teams were sent out among unevangelized cultures (the Gentiles). Kingdom blessings are delivered through spiritually vibrant, culturally relevant churches that are being reproduced throughout society.




  

    

      	Soon after the resurrection, churches became bases from which church planting teams were sent out among unevangelized cultures (the Gentiles).

    


  




  3. To see every believer be esteemed as a gifted minister. Christ through the Holy Spirit has generously distributed a dazzling variety of spiritual gifts among God’s people (Eph. 4:7–8, 1 Cor. 12:7–11). And with good reason! Establishing God’s kingdom among every people on earth is a complex process. It calls forth the spiritual gifts, natural abilities, vocational expertise, and life experiences of every believer. The task is too multi-faceted to be viewed as the exclusive domain of a group of religious professionals, though they are certainly included. They are part of the body too! Every believer is invited to join with the Father in fulfilling his mission on earth and is graced with the capacity to play a significant and deeply fulfilling role.




  4. To see mission rooted in community. Community is the environment of extended family. It is committed relationships developed over time in the midst of real life, providing nurture, support, accountability, and staying power for the long haul. Most believers will not leave home and move somewhere else to participate in a mission. It is not the Father’s calling for them to do so. If their unique contribution to God’s global purpose is to be made, it will take place right where they are, in the context of the Christian community of which they are a part—their church. Church is not a series of religious meetings. It is a way of life.




  5. To commit to the pastoral care of those we send. One fundamental image God uses to identify himself in Scripture is that of a father. His mission on earth can be described as God forming a family for himself from among all peoples. It is unthinkable that he would author approaches to world evangelization that are cavalier about the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of those he sends. God’s purposes are most effectively carried out by people who do so out of a fullness rooted deeply in the resources of Christ and overflowing with worship, thanksgiving, and joy. Mature churches are rich with those competent to care pastorally.




  6. To view godly character as primary. We live in a compulsive age that tries to hammer us into its image. Voices all around tell us that we should be busy and rushed. We are tempted to elevate ability and take action based on it alone. God is slower. His goal is Christ-likeness in the inner person. Accomplishments, even those done in Jesus’ name, that do not come forth from the wellspring of godly character will ultimately implode. Man is looking for better methods. God is looking for purer people. The greatest need in mission is not more activity (although more activity is certainly called for), but more men and women of godly character.




  

    

      	The greatest need in mission is not more activity, but more men and women of godly character.

    


  




  7. To keep prayer central in all we do. A twenty-four–hour prayer chain that endured one hundred years fueled the Moravian missionary advance. Unreached nations are walled off from the kingdom of God by powerful spiritual forces hostile to Christ and his Church. Only the gracious working of God can tear these walls down, and he has chosen to do this work in response to the faithful, faith-filled prayers of his people. As we mature beyond our illusions of what our means can accomplish and grow in our passion to see the hand of God revealed, our joy in and capacity for prayer will deepen appreciably.




  8. To see churches cultivate God-honoring relationships beyond themselves. Each church carries awesome potential, but if any church begins to think itself is sufficient and doesn’t need the rest of the body, that potential is dampened. Jesus’ endowment of gracious strengths does not erase areas of need. As relationships of love and trust are cultivated among the wider body of Christ, strengths can be extended and help received. Churches benefit considerably through ongoing interaction with other churches, mission organizations, and mature leaders who have been entrusted by God with a wider ministry among his people.




  9. To see the body of Christ be united. Jesus is doing new and beautiful things in uniting his people. Churches are finding one another: denominational churches, independent churches, charismatic churches, non-charismatic churches, etc. We are discovering that the things we share—worship, prayer, love for our neighbor, a passion for God’s glory among the nations, and, above all else, Christ—far surpass anything that might differentiate us. Churches and mission organizations are learning to honor one another. Racial and cultural barriers are crumbling. We are not talking about organizational sameness but spiritual unity created by Jesus’ residence among us. “Is Christ divided?” (1 Cor. 1:13). Of course not! Antioch Network is intentionally committed to the scriptural injunction to “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).




  

    

      	Predominately churches have left the formation of strategy to agencies and have just sent people apart from understanding the strategic needs and opportunities in the world.

    


  




  A note concerning mission organizations: In our passion to champion a high view of the local church, we must be careful to affirm and honor the God-designed role of mission organizations. (You could also use terms such as parachurch organizations, sodalities, apostolic teams, etc.) Throughout the history of the Church in mission, their contribution has been biblical, unmistakable, and profoundly significant. The vision of Antioch Network was born in a mission organization and owes its foundations to perspectives gained there. We honor the ministries of our brothers and sisters who are called by Jesus to serve him in mission organizations. Churches need mission organizations. Mission organizations need churches. We all need one another!




  10. To see mission initiatives be strategically focused. Our God-designed finiteness limits what any one of us can effectively undertake. Therefore, our mission initiatives need to be strategic in order to bring maximum glory to Christ. Traditionally many churches have developed mission commitments without strategic integration. Predominately churches have left the formation of strategy to agencies and have just sent people apart from understanding the strategic needs and opportunities in the world. Responding to opportunities as they come up might seem right at first, but the end result will be a shotgun-like effect to which our people will be less and less able to meaningfully engage. The central questions become “What does it mean to complete God’s purpose among all nations?” “What strategic opportunities remain?” “In which one(s) is God calling our church to be his channel of blessing?” That is where we focus.




  These are our passions. Pastors, business people, church planters, laborers, engineers, students, mothers, administrators, and artists, let’s join together in living them out!




  This book is intended to be a call to, and affirmation of, churches everywhere.




  All nations will come and worship before you. (Rev. 15:4)




  The human heart cries out for personal significance. We were created that way. We have a visceral need for our lives to have meaning. When this need remains unmet, an almost unbearable soul-destroying emptiness engulfs us. It fosters compulsivity and addictions of many kinds.




  Our Creator is a person of purpose. He is on the move, carrying out his grace-filled, compassionate intentions for humanity. He designed us to participate with him in fulfilling his mission on earth. Herein lies the ultimate purpose for which each of us individually was designed and created.




  God’s global purposes are not the sole domain of “missionaries” or “clergy” or “full-time Christian workers.” No! But that discussion is for later chapters. To be able to make the decisions that will release our personal, God-ordained role in carrying out God’s global mission, we need to have a working understanding of a vital question: what is God’s mission on earth?




  2
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  Every Nation




  What precisely is God’s mission on earth? We need to know. When we do, we can be about getting it done. We can avoid investing energy and resources in activities that may be well intentioned but inadequately conceptualized. We need to know from Scripture what the mission is. Much has already been written on this subject that is excellent and need not be repeated here. In this chapter, we intend only to pause long enough to establish the final goal on earth toward which God is taking us. Thy kingdom come, on earth! This is the foundation on which we build. This book could not begin anywhere else.




  There is more than one way to articulate God’s declared purpose on earth, but none is better than the words of Genesis 12 where God records his covenant with Abraham. The culminating result that was to come from their relationship is recorded in verse 3: “All peoples [nations] on earth shall be blessed.”




  When I was in school, the color of India on the world map in front of the classroom was orange. Pakistan was green, China was yellow, and Nepal was purple. In those days, India to me was a single concept, a country or a nation in the way we use the term United Nations.




  I went to India when I was twenty-six. My port of entry was the city of Mumbai. Soon I was with others distributing tracks on the streets. We had tracks in English because many of the business and professional people speak English. Marathi is the main language of the state where Mumbai is located, so we had Marathi tracks. Hindi is the national language of India, and many people in Mumbai speak Hindi. We also needed Urdu for when we met Muslim people. There are also many in Mumbai from Kerala down in the south, and they speak Malayalam. Others from time to time would ask if we had tracks in their languages—Tamil, Telegu, Gujarati, Bengali, etc. Wow! India was more complex than I had at first understood. Somehow to represent all this, it seemed we needed more than one color.




  Things became even more fascinating. Parsees, Zoroastrians who originally came from Iran before the arrival of Islam, owned the restaurant Seven Heavens where we often ate. We met Brahmins, who were the highest cast among the Hindus. There are tens of millions of them—more than the population of most countries. The Dhobis are one of the scheduled castes or Dalits. They would come, collect our clothes, and take them to the river for washing, beating them on the rocks. India was transitioning in my experience from a single entity to a breathtakingly glorious mosaic of cultural groups.




  This is precisely what our English Bibles refer to by the terms nations or peoples or Gentiles. They are all the same word in the original Hebrew and Greek. They describe how God sees the world—as an exquisitely fabulous quilt of cultural groups. India is not one nation but a subcontinent containing many nations or peoples. And it is in these terms that God describes his purpose or mission on earth: to bless all peoples, nations, or cultural groupings.




  The Biblical Mandate for Global Mission




  God’s commitment to this global purpose is repeated in hundreds of passages throughout Scripture. The following references are only representative.





  The time of the patriarchs. God established his covenant with Abraham and his descendents (Israel) during the time of the patriarchs. God’s ultimate purpose was to make Abraham’s people a channel of blessing to all the peoples on earth. The “all nations” dimension of this covenant was reaffirmed with Abraham’s son, Isaac, and grandson, Jacob.




  




  

    	
Genesis 12:3






    	
Genesis 18:18






    	
Genesis 22:18






    	
Genesis 26:4






    	
Genesis 28:14




  




  Old Testament historical sections. We notice this pattern in the historical sections of the Old Testament: God repeatedly thrusts his people into redemptive contact with other peoples (the Gentiles).




  




  

    	
Genesis 41:57  






    	
Exodus 9:16  






    	
Exodus 12:38  






    	
Joshua 4:24






    	
Ruth 1:16






    	
1 Samuel 17:46






    	
1 Kings 8:43,60






    	
1 Kings 10:1,6-9






    	
Daniel 6:25–28






    	
Jonah 1:1–2




  




  The book of Psalms. Representing the books of poetry, the book of Psalms contains over one hundred references to the scope of God’s intentions being global.




  




  

    	Psalm 2:8




    	Psalm 9:11




    	Psalm 18:49




    	Psalm 22:27–28




    	Psalm 45:17




    	Psalm 46:10




    	Psalm 47:1–2,7–9




    	Psalm 57:5,9,11




    	Psalm 66:1–8




    	Psalm 67:1–7




    	Psalm 72:8–11




    	Psalm 77:13–14




    	Psalm 86:9




    	Psalm 96:1–3,7–10




    	Psalm 98:1–9




    	Psalm 99:1–3




    	Psalm 105:1




    	Psalm 108:1–5




    	Psalm 113:3–4




    	Psalm 126:2


  




  The Prophets. In the book of the prophets, we see that they foresaw the time when the ways of God would be known not just by Israel but throughout the whole earth.




  




  

    	
Isaiah 2:1–4 






    	
Isaiah 6:3  






    	
Isaiah 9:1–2  






    	
Isaiah 11:9–10 






    	
Isaiah 12:4–5  






    	
Isaiah 18:1–2,7  






    	
Isaiah 19:21,24–25  






    	
Isaiah 25:6–9  






    	
Isaiah 42:1 






    	
Isaiah 42:6,10,12 






    	
Isaiah 45:22






    	
Isaiah 49:6






    	
Isaiah 52:10






    	
Isaiah 54:5






    	
Isaiah 56:6–7






    	
Isaiah 60:1-3






    	
Isaiah 61:11






    	
Isaiah 62:1-2






    	
Isaiah 66:18-19






    	
Jeremiah 1:5






    	
Jeremiah 4:2






    	
Jeremiah 16:19






    	
Jeremiah 33:19






    	
Jeremiah 46:1-2,13






    	
Jeremiah 47:1






    	
Ezekiel 20:9,14,22,41 






    	
Ezekiel 36:19-23






    	
Daniel 4:1 






    	
Hosea 2:23  






    	
Joel 2:28,32 






    	
Micah 4:1-3  






    	
Micah 5:4 






    	
Habakkuk 2:14






    	
Zephaniah 3:9 






    	
Haggai 2:7






    	
Zechariah 2:11






    	
Zechariah 8:22-23






    	
Zechariah 14:9






    	
Malachi 1:11,14




  




  The Gospels. Although Jesus focused on Israel, his ultimate strategic purpose was that his invitation to life in the kingdom of God be extended to all peoples, both Jews and Gentiles.




  




  

    	
Matthew 2:1–2 






    	
Matthew 4:12–16,24–25 






    	
Matthew 8:10–12 






    	
Matthew 12:17–21 






    	
Matthew 24:14  






    	
Matthew 28:19 






    	
Mark 11:17






    	
Mark 16:15 






    	
Luke 2:28–32 






    	
Luke 4:24–28 






    	
Luke 24:44–47






    	
John 4:39–42






    	
John 12:20–21






    	
John 12:32






    	
John 17:18,20






    	
John 20:21






    	
John 3:16–19




  




  The book of Acts. The fulfillment of this purpose is recorded in the book of Acts. The community of God’s redeemed (the Church) now includes anyone who relies on Jesus whether from Israel or any other nation.




  




  

    	
Acts 1:8  






    	
Acts 2:5  






    	
Acts 3:25  






    	
Acts 8:4,14,25 






    	
Acts 9:15–16






    	
Acts 10:1,17,28






    	
Acts 10:34–36






    	
Acts 11:2–3,18 






    	
Acts 11:19–21






    	
Acts 13:46–47






    	
Acts 14:23,27






    	
Acts 15:14–19




  




  The Epistles. These letters that make up much of the New Testament celebrate and describe individuals from every people being embraced in the Church.




  




  

    	
Romans 1:5  






    	
Romans 9:16–17  






    	
Romans 9:24–26  






    	
Romans 10:18–21  






    	
Romans 11:25  






    	
Romans 15:8–12 2 






    	
Romans 15:16–17






    	
Romans 15:23–24






    	
Romans 16:25–26






    	
1 Corinthians 9:21–23






    	
Ephesians 3:1,6,8






    	
Colossians 1:27






    	
Colossians 3:8






    	
Colossians 3:14






    	
Timothy 4:17 




  




  The book of Revelation pictures the final fulfillment of Genesis 12:3. “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9).





  




  

    	
Revelation 5:9–10  






    	
Revelation 7:9–10






    	
Revelation 15:4






    	
Revelation 22:17






    	
Revelation 22:2




  




  God’s Mission




  God states his mission on the earth in unmistakably clear terms: all nations will be blessed. When you look for it, it is hard to miss. God did not want us to be unclear about this. There is a focus: nations or cultural groups.





  The process of carrying out God’s mission among all nations has been going on for some time now. We are no longer at the beginning of the process. If we were to allow ourselves to strategize seriously about how we might complete this task, how might our thoughts go?




  For starters, what if we had a list of nations that have already been blessed? (A fuller discussion of what it means for a nation to be blessed will be taken up in subsequent chapters.) In that case, we could safely remove these blessed nations from our list of candidates for pioneering kingdom initiation (although crucial kingdom ministry would still need to continue among them). Next, we could focus new energies and resources on nations that have not yet been blessed.




  How might we define a nation that has not yet been blessed?




  It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known. (Rom. 15:20)




  In Scripture, God uses more than one image to express what he is up to. He tells us he is extending his kingdom, growing a family, and working righteousness in individuals and society as a whole. In each of these pictures, God’s activities are global.




  We have chosen to work with the wording of Genesis 12:3, “All peoples on earth will be blessed.” This terminology is not inherently better than others, but it includes them and seems more helpful for developing effective strategies for mission. Notice how this works: God is extending his kingdom among all peoples on earth or God is growing a family from among all peoples on earth or God is bringing righteousness among all peoples on earth.




  When God is at work in a culture, that people is in the process of being blessed. The terms that are used in referring to blessed and yet-to-be-blessed peoples are reached and unreached. Look how far we will advance in global strategy development if we can accurately define them:




  All peoples minus all reached peoples leaves all unreached peoples, or the task remaining.




  3
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  Unreached People




  “All peoples on earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). What an awesome statement about God! Who is he? He is a person whose greatest delight and eternal purpose is to bless—a God of compassion, grace, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Nothing in his character enjoys judgment. For him judgment is the last resort when all offers of blessing have been rejected. God does not choose judgment, men do.




  
Getting Sight of the Target 





  When I was seventeen years old, I entered the army. Part of basic infantry training was qualifying in the use of the M-1 rifle. There were three levels of achievement: marksman, sharpshooter, and expert. I wanted very badly to qualify as expert.




  We began by firing at stationary targets on an open range. I did well. We then moved to a wooded area where we were to fire at silhouettes, representing enemy solders, that would suddenly pop up. Time and again, I heard the soldiers to my right and left fire. But I hesitated; I could not see the targets!




  It turned out that there was a slight bump in the terrain where I had been assigned. It hid the targets from me, especially when I was in a kneeling or prone position. I failed to hit enough targets to qualify as expert. But in the process, I learned a valuable lesson: it is hard to hit targets you cannot see. The clearer the target, the better your chance to hit it.




  If God’s purpose on earth is that “all nations on earth shall be blessed,” then it triggers some further questions. These are worthy of careful consideration and precise definitions.




  What Is a People (or Nation)?




  people: a group of individuals; i.e., the people of London.




  a people: a people group (a cultural concept); i.e., the Navajo people (nation).




  country: a political, geographical entity (a geographical concept); i.e., the country of India.




  nation (popular usage): a country; i.e., The United Nations. The concept of country as a geopolitical unit did not fully develop until the dawn of the modern era in fifteenth century Europe with countries like England, France, and Spain. Throughout most of history, including biblical times, there were first peoples (Gen. 11), then empires (Dan. 6:25–26), and later cities (Acts 22:25–29).




  nation (biblical usage): a people or people group; i.e., the nations of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites (Jud. 3:1–5). Today we might speak of the German nation as opposed to the country of Germany. Individuals from the German nation also live in Poland, Russia, etc., and individuals from other nations live in Germany, such as Turks, Arabs, etc.




  people group: A significantly large sociological grouping of individuals who perceive themselves to have a common affinity with one another. From the viewpoint of evangelization, this is the largest possible group in which the gospel can be spread without encountering barriers of understanding or acceptance.[2] Usually more than one people group is found in each country. In the country of Afghanistan, there are Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek, etc. And often a people group is found in more than one country. Uzbeks live in Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, etc. These realities, and biblical terminology, encourage us to strategize in terms of people groups rather than countries.




  How Many Peoples Are in the World?




  In this book, we will use the Joshua Project II list of peoples. This list identifies 17,081 people groups and considers what today are known as “ethno-cultural” groups, corresponding to a biblical nation or people.[3]




  How Does God Bless a People?




  Certainly we can only begin to imagine the full dimensions of all God has in mind when he says he will bless a people. But we do know some things with reasonable certainty.




  It is Jesus who will bless the people. He began his public ministry by announcing, “The kingdom of heaven is near” (Matt. 4:17). The kingdom of heaven is simply the sphere in which God’s rule is uncontested. Living in this sphere yields fullness of blessing to humans. Jesus is the door, the entryway into this kingdom (John 14:6).




  His reign (affectionately carrying out his will and his ways) will increasingly permeate society. What he did and taught while he was on earth suggests something of what this might look like:




  

    	The good news of the kingdom will be preached extensively.




    	Growing numbers will respond and become his disciples.




    	These disciples will mature to be like him from the inside out.




    	They will welcome the rejected and abandoned.




    	They will be channels of God’s provision to the poor.




    	The meek will be elevated to positions of influence.




    	The sick will be healed.




    	The power of evil spiritual forces will be broken.




    	Godly business leaders will turn commercial enterprises into vehicles of kingdom extension.




    	Godly government leaders will make government an instrument of righteousness.




    	Opposition to Christ and his Church will increase.




    	Times of persecution will be shortened.




    	When Jesus returns, God’s kingdom will fill the earth.
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