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  Series Preface


  The purpose of the Crossway Classic Commentaries is to make some of the most valuable commentaries on the books of the Bible, by some of the greatest Bible teachers and theologians in the last five hundred years, available to a new generation. These books will help today s readers learn truth, wisdom, and devotion from such authors as J. C. Ryle, Martin Luther, John Calvin, J. B. Lightfoot, John Owen, Charles Spurgeon, Charles Hodge, and Matthew Henry.


  We do not apologize for the age of some of the items chosen. In the realm of practical exposition promoting godliness, the old is often better than the new. Spiritual vision and authority, based on an accurate handling of the biblical text, are the qualities that have been primarily sought in deciding what to include.


  So far as is possible, everything is tailored to the needs and enrichment of thoughtful readers — lay Christians, students, and those in the ministry. The originals, some of which were written at a high technical level, have been abridged as needed, simplified stylistically, and unburdened of foreign words. However, the intention of this series is never to change any thoughts of the original authors, but to faithfully convey them in an understandable fashion.


  The publishers are grateful to Dr. Alister McGrath of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, Dr. J. I. Packer of Regent College, Vancouver, and Watermark of Norfolk, England, for the work of selecting and editing that now brings this project to fruition.


  The Publishers 
Crossway Books 
Wheaton, Illinois









  Introduction


  In C. H. Spurgeon's own day he was not thought of as a scholarly man. Because he was a popular preacher, fulfilling a marvelous evangelistic and nurturing ministry to ordinary people; because his writings, too, were addressed to ordinary people rather than academics; because he was a Dissenter, belonging to a minority culture in Anglican-dominated England; because the stereotype of a Dissenter was of an uncultured boor, whose forthrightness betokened crudity of mind; because Spurgeon himself had never attended a university or theological college; and because he resisted supposedly enlightened and progressive trends (the acceptance of Darwinism and the fallibility of the Bible; the denial of a penal atonement and the eternal punishment of the lost), he was often dismissed, even by admirers of his preaching, as a brash upstart for challenging the wisdom of the learned and as a myopic dinosaur for proffering the old paths.


  Yet he was a bookworm from childhood, and a diligent student all his life. He was an amazingly rapid reader, with a photographic memory, virtually total recall, and as he put it "a shelf in my mind" for storing every fact with a view to its future use. Each week he would work his way through a number of books—major treatments of scientific, historical, and philosophical questions. He had 30,000 volumes of every kind (save fiction) in his personal library, and claimed to know the contents of them all. The stereotypes of Spurgeon as a brash ignoramus cannot be sustained either from his lifestyle or from his words. His limpid, thought-laden rhetoric came from a shrewd, mature, extremely well-stocked mind.


  Is his exposition of the Psalms then a scholarly work? James Stalker, a Scottish scholar-preacher who was Spurgeon's younger contemporary, spoke to that question as follows:


  For many years it has been my wont, week after week ... to read over his commentary on the Psalms along with the best and most learned commentaries in existence____That is the best test, and the severest test____Mr. Spurgeon stands the test well. Not only do you everywhere feel the presence of a vigorous and vigilant mind, and a heart in thorough sympathy with the spirit of the Psalms; but... I have often been perfectly astonished to observe how, without any parade of learning, he shows himself to be thoroughly acquainted with the results of the most advanced scholarship; and the truth is that there is scarcely a point in the Psalms of real importance— scarcely a point on which scholarship can give us anything of real importance—as to which there are not sufficient hints to the intelligent reader in Mr. Spurgeon's work.


  High praise? Definitely! Just praise? I think so. And the devotional, worshipful tone of Spurgeon's exposition give us something that "the best and most learned commentaries" do not always provide. Spurgeon on the Psalms has indeed classic status. I trust you will enjoy this second volume of it.


   


  J. I. PACKER









  Preface


  
by


    C.H. Spurgeon



  The delightful study of the Psalms has yielded me boundless profit and evergrowing pleasure; common gratitude constrains me to communicate to others a portion of the benefit, with the prayer that it may induce them to search further for themselves. That I have nothing better of my own to offer upon this peerless book is to me matter of deepest regret; that I have anything whatever to present is subject for devout gratitude to the Lord of grace. I have done my best, but, conscious of many defects, I heartily wish I could have done better.


  The exposition here given is my own. I consulted a few authors before penning it, to aid me in interpretation and arouse my thoughts; but, still I can claim originality for my comments, at least so I honestly think. Whether they are better or worse for that, I know not; at least I know I have sought heavenly guidance while writing them, and therefore I look for a blessing on the printing of them.


  In commenting upon some of them, I have been overwhelmed with awe, and said with Jacob, "How dreadful is this place, it is none other than the house of God." Especially was this the case with Psalm 51; I postponed expounding it week after week, feeling more and more my inability for the work. Often I sat down to it, and rose up again without having penned a line. It is a bush burning with fire yet not consumed, and out of it a voice seemed to cry to me, "Draw not nigh hither, put off thy shoes from off thy feet." The psalm is very human, its cries and sobs are of one born of woman; but it is freighted with an inspiration all divine, as if the great Father were putting words into his child's mouth. Such a psalm may be wept over, absorbed into the soul, and exhaled again in devotion; but, commented on — ah! where is he who having attempted it can do other than blush at his defeat?


  More and more is the conviction forced upon my heart that every man must traverse the territory of the Psalms himself if he would know what a goodly land they are. They flow with milk and honey, but not to strangers; they are only fertile to lovers of their hills and vales. None but the Holy Spirit can give a man the key to the Treasury of David; and even he gives it rather to experience than to study. Happy he who for himself knows the secret of the Psalms.


  Some of them are specially notable, and have, therefore, been expounded and preached upon on all hands, but others remain almost untrodden ground in sacred literature. Where one author writes upon a portion of Scripture, all write, while other passages remain almost untouched. When I have found one sermon upon a passage, it has generally been easy to collect a score upon the same; preachers evidendy run so much in ruts that they leave a large portion of the Scriptures without exposition. As most of the commentators upon the Psalms proceed in their work they become slovenly, and appear to write hurriedly and think superficially, either because they grow weary of their huge enterprise, or else because they have said their best things already. The lazy practice of referring to a parallel passage in a former psalm is continually carried out by commentators; or, what is rather worse, the writers fall into the habit of repeating, with scarce a variation of language, that which they have said before.


  Our greatest trouble is occasioned by the fact that the expounders are not impartial, but spend all their love, or at least their energies, upon favorite portions of the sacred volume, passing by other passages with scarcely a remark, as if all Scripture were not equally inspired. Why should so much be written upon Psalm 116 and so little upon 118 ? Here and there is a passage everybody seems to have written or spoken upon, but having passed through these few frequented places we have had to travel along an untrodden road. Of many a text we have had to sigh, "Few there be that find it." We are writing of the Psalms, the best read portion of the Old Testament, and therefore the fact is the more singular. We have thousands of writers, of one kind or another, but they go in flocks, like sheep, traversing only the same texts and passages. For want of a conscientious effort to expound the whole of Scripture, much of it lies as little considered as if it had never been written for our instruction.


  I have been bewildered in the expanse of Psalm 119. Its dimensions and its depth alike overcame me. It spread itself out before me like a vast, rolling prairie, to which I could see no bound, and this alone created a feeling of dismay. It expanse was unbroken by a bluff or headland, and hence it threatened a monotonous task, although the fear has not been realized. This marvelous poem seemed to me a great sea of holy teaching, moving, in its many verses, wave upon wave; altogether without an island of special and remarkable statement to break it up. I confess I hesitated much to launch upon it. Other psalms have been mere lakes, but this is the main ocean. It is a continent of sacred thought, every inch of which is fertile as the garden of the Lord: it is an amazing level of abundance, a mighty stretch of harvest fields. I have now crossed the great plain for myself, but not without persevering, and, I will add, pleasurable, toil. Several great authors have traversed this region and left their tracks behind them, and so far the journey has been all the easier for me; but yet to me and to my helpers it has been no mean feat of patient authorship and research. This great psalm is a book in itself: instead of being one among many psalms, it is worthy to be set forth by itself as a poem of surpassing excellence. Those who have never studied it may pronounce it commonplace, arid complain of its repetitions; but to the thoughtful student it is like the great deep, full, so as never to be measured; and varied, so as never to weary the eye. Its depth is as great as its length; it is mystery, not set forth as mystery, but concealed beneath the simplest statements; may I say that it is experience allowed to prattle, to preach, to praise, and to pray like a child-prophet in his own father's house?


  We have desired to complete this work at our best, and not to allow the close of it to exhibit signs of fatigue and decline. We have often sat down to write our comment upon a psalm, and have risen from the task because we did not feel at home at it. It is of no use compelling the mind; its productions in such a case are like forced fruits, disappointing and devoid of flavor. We like to write after the manner of John Bunyan, who said, "As I pulled, it came," and we prefer that the pulling should be as gende as possible. So it has happened that we have lingered for months over a psalm, feeling quite unfit to enter upon it. The grand cosmos of Psalm 104 was not to be dismissed in a few days; even now, after laying our best efforts at its feet, we feel dissatisfied with the poor result. However, we have done our best, and have grappled honesdy with all hard places. It must be more useful to give hints for the interpretation of passages which have been neglected than merely to present our readers with what they could easily have found for themselves. Reflecting upon this, we thank God and take courage.


  We cannot but express our sense of the superficiality of the best and most laborious of comments when compared with the bottomless depths of the sacred Word, nor can we refrain from uttering our growing conviction that the Scriptures possess a verbal as well as a plenary inspiration; indeed, we are quite unable to see how they could have the one without the other. So much of the meaning dwells in the turn of an expression, the tense of a verb, or the number of a noun that we believe in the inspiration of the words themselves; certainly the words are the things written, and the only things that can be written - for the refined spirit of a passage is not the creature of pen and ink. "It is written" must of necessity apply to words, for only words are written. Those words which the Holy Spirit teaches are, however, by no means to be regarded as mere words, for besides their office of conserving the inner meaning, as the shell preserves the mystic germ within the egg, they are themselves spirit and life. From all of them we gather quickening, and they breathe fire into our souls.


  May the enlightening Spirit rest upon all students of the Psalms, and grant them to see far more deeply into the hidden meaning of these sacred hymns than we have been enabled to do. We rise from our perusal of each holy passage abashed at our own short-sightedness, and almost overwhelmed at our temerity in having desired to undertake such a work. May he who accep-teth us according to what a man hath, and not according to what he hath not, bless our unworthy labors to his own glory, for Christ's sake.


  I trust that the Holy Spirit has been with me in writing these expositions, and therefore I expect that he will bless them both to the conversion of the unrenewed and to the edification of believers. The writing of this book has been a means of grace to my own heart; I have enjoyed for myself what I have prepared for my readers. The Book of Psalms has been a royal banquet to me, and in feasting upon its contents I have seemed to eat angels' food. It is no wonder that old writers should call it the school of patience, the soul's soliloquies, the little Bible, the anatomy of conscience, the rose garden, the pearl island, and the like. It is the Paradise of devotion, the Holy Land of poesy, the heart of Scripture, the map of experience, and the tongue of saints. Does it not say just what we wished to say? Are not its prayers and praises exactly such as our hearts delight in?


  It is to be feared that the Psalms are by no means so prized as in earlier ages of the Church. Even Councils of the Church have decreed that none should hold ecclesiastical office unless they knew the whole psalter by heart. These sacred hymns express all modes of holy feeling; they are fit both for childhood and old age: they furnish maxims for the entrance of life, and serve as watchwords at the gates of death. The Book of Psalms instructs us in the use of wings as well as words: it sets us both mounting and singing. Often have I ceased my commenting upon the text, that I might rise with the psalm, and gaze upon visions of God. If I may only hope that these volumes will be as useful to other hearts in the readings as to mine in the writing, I shall be well rewarded by the prospect.


  In these busy days, it would be greatly to the spiritual profit of Christians if they were more familiar with the Book of Psalms, in which they would find a complete armory for life's battles, and a perfect supply for life's needs. Here we have both delight and usefulness, consolation and instruction. For every condition there is a psalm, suitable and elevating. The Book supplies the babe in grace with penitent cries, and the perfected saint with triumphant songs. Its breadth of experience stretches from the jaws of hell to the gate of heaven.


  We hope that when the author sleeps with his fathers, the libraries of his brethren will remain enriched, and other minds will be assisted in setting forth the infinite fullness of this incomparable portion of the Word of God.


  C.H. SPURGEON 


  (1834-1892)
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  Psalm 86


  1. Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me. When our prayers are lowly by reason of our humility, or feeble by reason of our sickness, or without wing by reason of our despondency, the Lord will bow down to them. Faith, when she has the loftiest name of God on her tongue, and calls him Jehovah, yet dares to ask from him the most tender and condescending acts of love. Great as he is he loves his children to be bold with him. For I am poor and needy. Our distress is a forcible reason for our being heard by the Lord God, merciful, and gracious, for misery is ever the master argument with mercy. Such reasoning as this would never be adopted by a proud man. Of all despicable sinners those are the worst who use the language of spiritual poverty while they think themselves to be rich and increased in goods.


  2. Preserve my soul. Let my life be safe from my enemies, and my spiritual nature be secure from their temptations. For I am holy. I am set apart for holy uses; therefore do not let thine enemies commit a sacrilege by injuring or defiling me: I am clear of the crimes laid to my charge, and in that sense innocent; therefore, I beseech thee, do not allow me to suffer from unjust charges; and I am gentle towards others, therefore deal mercifully with me as I have dealt with my fellow-men. Any of these renderings may explain the text; perhaps all together will expound it best. It is not self-righteous in good people to plead their innocence as a reason for escaping from the results of sins wrongfully ascribed to them; penitents do not bedaub themselves with mire for the love of it, or make themselves out to be worse than they are. To plead guilty to offenses we have never committed is as great a lie as the denial of our real faults. O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. Lest anyone should suppose that David trusted in his own holiness he immediately declared his trust in the Lord, and begged to be saved as one who was not holy in the sense of being perfect, but was even yet in need of the very elements of salvation. How sweet is the title my God when joined to the other, thy servant; and how sweet is the hope that on this ground we shall be saved. Note how David's poor I am (or rather the I repeated without the) appeals to the great I AM with sacred boldness engendered by necessity, aided by the faith which removes mountains.


  3. Be merciful to me, O LORD. The best people need mercy, and appeal to mercy. For I cry unto thee daily. Is there not a promise that importunity will prevail? He who prays every day, and all the day, for so the word may mean, may rest assured that the Lord will hear him. If we cried sometimes to man, or other false confidences, we might expect to be referred to them in the hour of our calamity, but if in all former times we have looked to the Lord alone, we may be sure that he will not desert us now.


  4. Rejoice the soul of thy servant. Make my heart glad, for I count it my honor to call myself thy servant, and I reckon thy favor to be all the wages I could desire. I look for all my happiness in thee only, and therefore unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. Thou art as the brazen serpent to my sick nature, and I lift up my soul's eye to thee that I may live. I know that the nearer I am to thee the greater is my joy; therefore be pleased to draw me nearer while I am laboring to draw near. It needs a strong shoulder at the wheel when a heart sticks in the miry clay of despondency; but the Lord will take the will for the deed, and come in with a hand of almighty grace to raise his poor servant out of the earth and up to heaven.


  5. For thou. Lord, art good, and ready to forgive. Good at giving and forgiving; supplying us with his good, and removing our evil. Some men who would be considered good are so self-exaltingly indignant at the injuries done them by others that they cannot forgive; but the better a being is, the more willing he is to forgive, and the best and highest of all is ever ready to blot out the transgressions of his creatures. And plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. God does not dispense his mercy from a store so impoverished as to give out altogether, but his goodness flows abundandy. In two places in this psalm David almost quotes word for word the passage in Exodus 34:6.


  6. Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer. Even the glory which his spirit had beheld did not withdraw him from his prayer, but rather urged him to be more fervent in it; hence he implores the Lord to hear his requests. Note the expression the voice of my supplications, as if they were not all voice but were partly inarticulate noise, yet amid much that was superfluous there really was an inner meaning which was the heart's intention. This he would have the Lord sift out from the chaff, and hear amid the mingled din. May our soul's intent always give our prayers a live core of meaning.


  7. A pious resolve backed by a judicious reason. It is useless to cry to those who cannot or will not hear. Our experience confirms us in the belief that Jehovah the living God really does aid those who call upon him, and therefore we pray because we really find it to be a practical and effectual means of obtaining help from God in the hour of need. There can be no reason for praying if there be no expectation of the Lord's answering.


  8. Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord. There are gods by delegated office, such as kings and magistrates, but they are as nothing in the presence of Jehovah; there are also gods by the nomination of superstition, but these are vanity itself, and cannot be compared with the living and true God. Neither are there any works like unto thy works. What have the false gods ever made or unmade? What miracles have they wrought?


  9. All nations whom thou hast made, and these include all mankind, since they all come of the first Adam, thy creature, and their lives are all distinct creations of thine omnipotence. All these shall come with penitent hearts, in thine own way, to thine own self, and worship before thee, O Lord. Because thou art thus above all gods, people will at last discover thy greatness, and will render thee the worship which is thy due. This was David's reason for resorting to the Lord in trouble. It makes us content to be in the minority today, when we are sure that the majority will be with us tomorrow. David was not a believer in the theory that the world will grow worse and worse, and that the dispensation will wind up with general darkness and idolatry. We look for a day when the dwellers in all lands worship thee alone, O God, and shall glorify thy name.


  10. For thou art great. It is only in the Divine Being that either greatness or goodness exists absolutely, and essentially. To be great and not good might lead to tyranny in the King, and for him to be good and not great might involve countless calamities. And doest wondrous things. Being good, he is said to be ready to forgive; being great, he works wonders; we may blend the two, for there is no wonder so wonderful as the pardon of our transgressions. Even the commonest daisy is a marvel, and a pebble enshrines wisdom. Only to fools is anything which God has made uninteresting. Note that the verb doest is in the present: the Lord is doing wondrous things, they are transpiring before our eyes. Look upon the bursting buds of spring or the maturing fruits of autumn, gaze on the sky or skim the sea, mark the results of providence and the victories of grace. Thou art God alone. Our God is not to be worshiped as one among many good and true beings, but as God alone; his gospel is not to be preached as one of several saving systems, but as the sole way of salvation.


  11. Teach me thy way, O LORD. Instruct me thus at all times, but teach me now especially since I am in trouble and perplexity. Show me the way which thy wisdom and mercy have prepared for my escape. Not my way give me, but thy way teach me; I would follow thee and not be willfull. I will walk in thy truth. When taught I will practice what I know; truth will not be a mere doctrine or sentiment to me, but a matter of daily life.


  Unite my heart to fear thy name. Having taught me one way, give me one heart to walk therein, for too often I feel two natures contending. God who created the bands of our nature can draw them together, tighten, strengthen, and fasten them, and so we shall be powerful for good, but not otherwise.


  12. I will praise thee, O LORD my God, with all my heart. Praise should never be rendered with less than all our heart, and soul, and strength, or it will be both unreal and unacceptable. This is the second time in the psalm that David calls the Lord my God; the first time he was in an agony of prayer (verse 2), and now he is in an ecstasy of praise. If anything can make a man pray and praise, it is the knowledge that the Lord is his God. And I will glorify thy name for evermore. God has never done blessing us; let us never have done blessing him.


  13. For great is thy mercy toward me. Personal experience is ever the master singer. Whatever thou art to others, to me thy mercy is most notable. And thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. David had been kept by God, for his enemies would have done more than send him to hell had they been able.


  His sense of sin also made him feel as if the most overwhelming destruction would have been his portion had not grace prevented. There are some alive now who can use this language unfeignedly, and he who pens these lines most humbly confesses that he is one. Left to myself to indulge my passions, to rush onward with my natural vehemence, what a candidate for the lowest abyss should I have made myself by this time.


  The psalmist here again touches a bold and joyful note, but soon he exchanges it for the mournful song.


  14. O God, the proud are risen against me. His walk with God was as smoke to their eyes, and therefore they determined to destroy him. And the assemblies of violent men have sought after my soul. They hunted in packs, with keen scent, and eager foot. And have not set thee before them. They would not have molested the servant if they had cared for the Master. Those who fear not God are not afraid to commit violent and cruel acts.


  15. But thou, O Lord. What a contrast! We get away from the blusterings of proud but puny people to the glory and goodness of the Lord. Art a God full of compassion, and gracious, long-suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. A truly glorious doxology, mainly from Exodus 34:6. Here is compassion for the weak and sorrowing, grace for the undeserving, long-suffering for the provoking, mercy for the guilty, and truth for the tried. Are we sorrowful? We find the Lord full of compassion. Are we contending with temptation? His grace comes to our aid. Do we err? He is patient with us. Have we sinned? He is plenteous in mercy. Are we resting on his promise? He will fulfill it with abundant truth.


  16. O turn unto me. One turn of God's face will turn all our darkness into day. And have mercy upon me. That is all he asks, for he is lowly in heart; that is all he wants, for mercy answers all a sinner's needs. Give thy strength unto thy servant. Gird me with it that I may serve thee; guard me with it that I may not be overcome. When the Lord gives us his own strength we are sufficient for all emergencies, and have no cause to fear any adversaries. And save the son of thine handmaid. As the sons of slaves were their master's property by their birth, so he gloried in being the son of a woman who herself belonged to the Lord. What others might think a degrading illustration he uses with delight, to show how intensely he loved the Lord's service.


  17. Show me a token for good. Let me be assured of thy mercy by being delivered out of trouble. That they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed. What bodes good to me will make them quail and blush. Disappointed and defeated, the foes of the good man would feel ashamed of what they had designed. Because thou. Lord, hast helped me, and comforted me. God does nothing by halves; those whom he helps he also consoles, and so makes them not merely safe but joyful. Lord, deal thus with us evermore; so shall we glorify thee.


  Psalm 87


  1. His foundation is in the holy mountains. The psalm begins abruptly: the poet's heart was full, and it gained a vent on a sudden. Sudden passion is evil, but bursts of holy joy are most precious. God has chosen to found his earthly temple upon the mountains. The church, which is the mystical Jerusalem, is founded not on the sand of carnal policy, nor in the morass of human kingdoms, but on Jehovah's Godhead. The church is the chief of all his works.


  2. The gates are put for the city itself. The love of God is greatest to his own elect nation. God delights in the prayers and praises of Christian families and individuals, but he has a special eye to the assemblies of the faithful. The great festivals, when the crowds surrounded the temple gates, were fair in the Lord's eyes, and this should lead each separate believer to identify with the church of God; where the Lord reveals his love the most, there should each believer most delight to be found.


  3. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. This is true of Jerusalem. It is yet more true of the church. We may glory in her without being braggarts; she has a luster which none can rival. Never let thy praises cease, O bride of Christ, in whom the Lord himself has placed his delight, calling you by that pearl of names, Hephzibah - "for my delight is in her." The years to come will unveil your beauties to the astonished eyes of all peoples. Selah. With the prospect of a world converted, and the most implacable foes transformed into friends, it was fitting that the psalmist should pause.


  4. I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me. Zion's old foes are new-born and have become her friends, worshiping in the temple of her God. Some consider that these are the words of God himself, and should be rendered, "I will mention Rahab and Babylon as knowing me," but we feel content with our common version, and attribute the words to the psalmist himself, who anticipates the conversion of the two great rival nations and speaks of it with exultation. Behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia. These also are to bow before the Lord. This man was born there. That is, this nation has been born into Zion, regenerated into the church of God. The new births of nations it is at once a great blessing and a great wonder.


  Many understand the sense of these verses to be that all people are proud of their native country, and so also is the citizen of Zion. The passage is not so clear that anyone should become dogmatic as to its meaning, but we prefer the interpretation given above.


  5. And of Zion, it shall be said. This and that man was born in her. Not as nations only, but one by one, as individuals, the citizens of the New Jerusalem will be counted, and their names publicly declared. The individual will not be lost in the mass, but each one will be of high account. The original, by using the noblest word for man, intimates that many remarkable men will be born in the church, and indeed everyone who is renewed in the image of Christ is an eminent personage, while there are some who, even to the dim eyes of the world, shine with a luster of character which cannot but be admitted to be unusual and admirable. And the highest himself shall establish her. When the numbers of the faithful are increased by the new birth, the Lord proves himself to be higher than all those who are against us.


  6. At the great census which the Lord himself takes, he will number the nations without exception. Jehovah's census of his chosen will differ much from ours; he will count many whom we should have disowned, and he will leave out many whom we should have reckoned. Let us pray for the adoption and regeneration which will secure us a place among the heaven-born.


  7. In vision the psalmist sees the citizens of Zion rejoicing at some sacred festival, and marching in triumphant procession with vocal and instrumental music. As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there. Where God is there must be joy, and where the church is increased by numerous conversions the joy becomes exuberant and finds out ways of displaying itself. All my springs are in thee. Did the poet mean that henceforth he would find all his joys in Zion, or that to the Lord he would look for all inspiration? The last is the truest doctrine. The Lord who founded the church is the eternal source of all our supplies.


  Psalm 88


  1. O LORD God of my salvation. This is a hopeful title by which to address the Lord, and it has about it the only ray of comfortable light which shines throughout the psalm. The writer has salvation, he is sure of that, and God is the sole author of it. While a person can see God as his Saviour, it is not altogether midnight with him. I have cried day and night before thee. His distress had not blown out the sparks of his prayer, but quickened them till they burned perpetually like a furnace at full blast. His prayer was personal; it was intensely earnest, so that it was correctly described as a cry, such as children utter to move the pity of their parents; and it was unceasing — neither the business of the day nor the weariness of the night had silenced it; surely such intreaties could not be in vain. It is a good thing that sickness will not let us rest if we spend our restlessness in prayer. Evil is transformed to good when it drives us to prayer. Before thee is a remarkable intimation that the psalmist's cries had an aim and a direction towards the Lord, and were not the mere clamors of nature, but the groanings of a gracious heart towards Jehovah, the God of salvation.


  2. Let my prayer come before thee. Admit it to an audience; let it speak with thee. Though it be my prayer, and therefore very imperfect, yet deny it not thy gracious consideration. Incline thine ear unto my cry. There may be obstacles which impede the upward flight of our prayers - let us intreat the Lord to remove them; and there may also be offenses which prevent the Lord from giving favorable regard to our requests - let us implore him to put these out of the way.


  3. For my soul is full of troubles. Trouble in the soul is the soul of trouble. And my life draweth nigh unto the grave. All his life was going, spiritual, mental, bodily. Some of us can enter into this experience, for many a time have we traversed this valley of death-shade, and dwelt in it by the month together. Really to die and be with Christ will be a gala day's enjoyment compared with our misery when a worse than physical death has cast its dreadful shadow over us. Are good people ever permitted to suffer thus? Indeed they are; and some of them are even all their lifetime subject to bondage. O Lord, let none of thy mourners imagine that a strange thing has happened unto him, but rejoice as he sees the footprints of brethren who have trodden this desert before.


  4. I am counted with them that go down into the pit. My weakness is so great that both by myself and others I am considered as good as dead. If those about me have not ordered my coffin they have at least conversed about my sepulchre, discussed my estate, and reckoned their share of it. I am as a man that hath no strength. My constitution is broken up; I can scarce crawl about my sick room, my mind is even weaker than my body, and my faith weakest of all. The sons and daughters of sorrow will need but little explanation of these sentences; they are to such tried ones as household words.


  5. Free among the dead. Unbound from all that links a person with life, a freeman of the city of the sepulchre, I seem no more one of earth's drudges. Like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more. He felt as if he were as utterly forgotten as those whose carcasses are left to rot on the battlefield. It is all very well for those who are in robust health and full of spirits to blame those whose lives are sicklied o'er with the pale cast of melancholy, but the evil is as real as a gaping wound, and all the more hard to bear because it lies so much in the region of the soul that to the inexperienced it appears to be a mere matter of fancy and diseased imagination. Never ridicule the nervous and hypochondriacal; their pain is real; though much of the evil lies in the imagination, it is not imaginary. And they are cut off from thy hand. He mourned that the hand of the Lord had gone out against him, and that he was divided from the great author of his life. Men's blows are trifles, but God's smitings are terrible to a gracious heart.


  6. What a collection of forcible metaphors, each one expressive of the utmost grief. The flesh can bear only a certain number of wounds and no more, but the soul can bleed in ten thousand ways, and die over and over again each hour. It is grievous to the good man to see the Lord whom he loves laying him in the sepulchre of despondency; evil from so good a hand seems evil indeed, and yet if faith could but be allowed to speak she would remind the depressed spirit that it is better to fall into the hand of the Lord than into the hands of man, and moreover she would tell the despondent heart that God never placed a Joseph in a pit without drawing him up again to fill a throne: that he never caused a horror of great darkness to fall upon an Abraham without revealing his covenant to him. Alas, when under deep depression the mind forgets all this; it is only conscious of its unutterable misery. It is an unspeakable consolation that our Lord Jesus knows this experience, right well, having, with the exception of the sin, felt it all and more than all in Gethsemane when he was exceedingly sorrowful even unto death.


  7. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me. Dreadful plight this, the worst in which a man can be found. Joy or peace, or even numbness of indifference, there can be none to one who is loaded with this most tremendous of burdens. And thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves, or "all thy breakers." He pictures God's wrath as breaking over him like those waves of the sea which swell, and rage, and dash with fury upon the shore. It appeared impossible for him to suffer more; he had exhausted the methods of adversity and endured all its waves. So have we imagined, and yet it is not really quite so bad. God has other and more terrible waves which, if he chose to let them forth, would sweep us into the infernal abyss, whence hope has long since been banished. Selah. There was need to rest. Even lamentation must have its pauses.


  8. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me. If ever we need friends it is in the dreary hour of despondency and the weary time of bodily sickness. Thou hast made me an abomination unto them. They turned from him as though he had become loathsome and contaminating, and this because of something which the Lord had done to him; therefore, he brings his complaint to the prime mover in his trouble. I am shut up, and I cannot come forth. He was a prisoner in his room, and felt like a condemned criminal in his cell. When God shuts friends out, and shuts us in to pine away alone, it is no wonder if we water our couch with tears.


  9. Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction. Tears in showers are a blessing, and work our good; but in floods they become destructive and injurious. LORD, I have called daily upon thee. He prayed still, though no answer came to dry his eyes. Nothing can make a true believer cease praying; it is a part of his nature, and pray he must. I have stretched out my hands unto thee. As a little child stretches out its hands to its mother while it cries.


  10. Wilt thou show wonders to the dead? While I live thou canst in me display the glories of thy grace, but when I have passed into the unknown land, how canst thou illustrate in me thy love? Shall the dead arise and praise thee? True, the souls of departed saints render glory to God, but the dejected psalmist's thoughts do not mount to heaven but survey the gloomy grave: he stays on this side of eternity, where in the grave he sees no wonders and hears no songs. Selah. At the mouth of the tomb he sits down to meditate, and then returns to his theme.


  11. Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? The dead know nothing, and therefore can declare nothing. Or thy faithfulness in destruction? If the Lord let his servant die before the clivine promise was fulfilled, it would be quite impossible for his faithfulness to be proclaimed. The poet is dealing with this life only; if a believer were deserted and permitted to die in despair, there could come no voice from his grave to inform mankind that the Lord had rectified his wrongs and relieved him of his trials.


  12. Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? If not here permitted to prove the goodness of Jehovah, how could the singer do so in the land of darkness and deathshade? And thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? Where memory and love are lost, what witness to the divine holiness can be borne? If the believer dies unblessed, how will God's honor be preserved?


  13. But unto thee have I cried, O LORD. I have continued to pray for help to thee, even though thou hast so long delayed to answer. A true-born child of God may be known by his continuing to cry; a hypocrite is great at a spurt, but the genuine believer holds on till he wins his suit. And in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee. He intended to begin to pray before the sun was up. If the Lord is pleased to delay, he has a right to do as he wills, but we must not therefore become tardy in supplication.


  14. LORD, why castest thou off my soul? Hast thou not aforetime chosen me ? Can thy beloveds become thy cast-offs? Why hidest thou thy face from me? Wilt thou not so much as look upon me? Canst thou not afford me a solitary smile? We may put these questions to the Lord. It is not undue familiarity, but holy boldness. It may help us te remove the evil which provokes the Lord to jealousy, if we seriously beg him to show us wherefore he contends with us. He cannot act towards us in other than a right and gracious manner; therefore for every stroke of his rod there is a sufficient reason in the judgment of his loving heart; let us try to learn that reason and profit by it.


  15. I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up. His affliction had now lasted so long that he could hardly remember when it commenced. There are holy men and women whose lives are a long apprenticeship to patience, and these deserve our sympathy and our reverence - for since the Saviour became the acquaintance of grief, sorrow has become honorable in believers' eyes.


  While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. God's terrors had become more overwhelming and had driven the man to despair. He could not judge and weigh his own condition in a calm and rational manner. Sickness alone will thus distract the mind; and when a sense of divine anger is added thereto, it is not to be wondered at if reason finds it hard to hold the reins. How near akin to madness the soul-depression sometimes may be, it is not our province to decide; but we speak what we do know when we say that a featherweight might be sufficient to turn the scale at times. You who yet retain your reason, thank God that the devil himself cannot add that feather while the Lord stands by to adjust all things.


  16. Thy fierce wrath goeth over us. No punitive anger ever falls upon the saved one, for Jesus shields him from it all; but a father's anger may fall upon his dearest child, because he loves it. Thy terrors have cut me off. They have made me feel like a leper separated from the congregation of thy people. Blessed be God, this is the sufferer's idea and not the very truth, for the Lord will neither cast off nor cut off his people.


  17. They came round about me daily like water. Such is the permeating power of spiritual distress, there is no shutting it out. They compassed me about together. He was like the deer in the hunt, when the dogs are all around and at his throat. And yet he was a man greatly beloved of heaven!


  18. Lover and friend hast thou put far from me. Even when they are near me bodily, they are so unable to swim with me in such deep waters that they stand like people far away on the shore while I am buffeted with the billows; alas, the dearest lover of all is afraid of such a distracted one. The Lord Jesus knew the meaning of this when in his passion. Lonely sorrow falls to the lot of not a few; let them not repine, but enter herein into close communion with that dearest lover and friend who is never far from his tried ones. And mine acquaintance into darkness, or better still, "my acquaintance is darkness." I am familiar only with sadness; all else has vanished. I am a child crying alone in the dark. Will the Heavenly Father leave his child there?


  We have not attempted to interpret this psalm concerning our Lord, but we fully believe that where the members are, the Head is to be seen preeminently.


  Psalm 89


  1. I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever. Whatever we may observe about us or experience in our own persons, we ought still to praise God for his mercies, since they most certainly remain the same, whether we can perceive them or not. We are not only to believe the Lord's goodness, but to rejoice in it evermore. We have not one, but many mercies to rejoice in, and should therefore multiply the expressions of our thankfulness. It is Jehovah who deigns to deal out to us our daily benefits; he blesses it with eternal mercies -let us sing unto him forever. With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations. The mouth has a warmer manner than the pen, but the pen's speech lives longest, and is heard farther and wider. Note that in this second sentence he speaks of faithfulness. The grace of an unfaithful God would be a poor subject for music, but unchangeable love and immutable promises demand everlasting songs. In times of trouble it is the divine faithfulness which the soul hangs upon. It will also be always desirable to make it known, for people are too apt to forget it, or to doubt it, when hard times press upon them. Skeptics are so ready to repeat old doubts and invent new ones that believers should be equally prompt to bring forth evidences both old and new.


  2. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up forever. He was certain that upon a sure foundation the Lord intended to pile up a glorious palace of goodness - a house of refuge for all people, wherein the Son of David should forever be glorified as the dispenser of heavenly grace. Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. God's faithfulness is no thing of earth, for here nothing is firm; come what will, mercy and faithfulness are built up by "the eternal Builder," and his own nature is the guarantee for their perpetuity. This is to be called to mind whenever the church is in trouble, or our spirits bowed.


  3. I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant. This was the ground of the psalmist's confidence in God's mercy and truth (2 Samuel 7). David was the Lord's elect, and with him a covenant was made which ran along in his seed until it received fulfillment in "the Son of David." In Christ there is a covenant established with all the Lord's chosen, and they are by grace led to be the Lord's "servants," and then are ordained kings and priests by Christ Jesus.


  4. Thy seed will I establish forever. David must always have a seed, and truly in Jesus this is fulfilled beyond his hopes. And build up thy throne to all generations. David's dynasty never decays. Jesus is a king as well as a progenitor, and his throne is ever being built up - his kingdom comes - his power extends.


  Thus runs the covenant; and when the church declines, it is ours to plead it before the ever-faithful God. The more gracious Christians are, the more will they be moved to jealousy by the sad estate of the Redeemer's cause, and the more will they argue the case with the great Covenant-maker. Selah. Let each syllable of the covenant ring in your ears; and then lift up the heart and proceed with the sacred poet to tell forth the praises of the Lord.


  5. And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Lord. Looking down upon what God had done, and was about to do, in connection with his covenant of grace, all heaven would be filled with adoring wonder. Thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints. By which is probably intended the holy ones on earth. Saints above see most clearly into the heights and depths of divine love, therefore they praise its wonders; and saints below, being conscious of their many sins and multiplied provocations of the Lord, admire his faithfulness.


  6. For who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord? Therefore all heaven worships him, seeing none can equal him. Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? Therefore the assemblies of the saints on earth adore him, seeing none rival him.


  7. God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of his saints. The holiest tremble in the presence of the thrice Holy One. Perfect love casts out the fear which has torment, and works that other fear which is akin to joy unutterable. How reverent should our worship be! Sin is akin to presumptuous boldness, but holiness is sister to holy fear. And to be had in reverence of all them that are about him. The nearer they are the more they adore. God's children are those who most earnestly pray, "hallowed be thy name." Irreverence is rebellion. Thoughts of the covenant of grace tend to create a deeper awe of God, and the more his glories are seen by us, the more humbly we prostrate ourselves before his majesty.


  8. O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee? Or, "Jehovah, God of Hosts, who is like thee, Mighty Jah?" Here we have the name which displays his self-existence, the title which denotes his dominion over all his creatures, and an adjective which sets forth the power with which he exercises his sovereignty. Yet this great and terrible God has entered into covenant with men! Who would not reverence him with deepest love? Or to thy faithfulness round about thee. He dwells in faithfulness; it is said to be the girdle of the loins of his only-begotten Son, who is the express image of his person. People often fail in truth because their power is limited, and then they find it easier to break their word than to keep it; but the strong Jehovah is equal to all his engagements, and will assuredly keep them. Unrivaled might and unparalleled truth are wedded in the character of Jehovah.


  9. Thou rulest the raging of the sea. Always, even in the hour of ocean's maddest fury, the Lord controls it. When the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them. So did the Lord's Anointed calm the storms of Galilee, for he is Lord of all; so also does the great Ruler of Providence evermore govern the fickle wills of people, and quiet their tumults. As a mother stills her babe to sleep, so that Lord calms the fury of the sea, the anger of people, the tempest of adversity, the despair of the soul, and the rage of hell.


  10. Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces as one that is slain. Egypt was Israel's ancient foe, and its overthrow was a theme to which devout minds constantly reverted. We, too, have seen our Rahab broken, our sins o'erthrown, and we cannot but unite in praise to the Lord. Thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm. Thy strength has strewn thy foes dead upon the plain, or compelled them to flee. Proud Rahab was utterly broken and scattered.


  11. The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine. All things are alike God's -rebellious earth as well as adoring heaven. Let us not despair of the kingdom of truth; the Lord has not abdicated the throne of earth or handed it over to the sway of Satan. As for the world and the fullness thereof, thou hast founded them. The habitable and cultivated earth, with all its produce, owns the Lord to be both its Creator and Sustainer, builder and upholder.


  12. The north and the south thou hast created them. Opposite poles agree that Jehovah fashioned them. Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name - that is, east and west are equally formed by thee, and therefore give thee praise.


  13. Thou hast a mighty arm. Omnipotence is thine in smiting or uplifting; strong is thy hand - thy power to create and grasp is beyond conception great; and high is thy right hand - thy skill is incomparable, thy favor ennobling, thy working glorious.


  14. Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne. They are the basis of the divine government, the sphere within which his sovereignty moves. God as a sovereign is never unjust or unwise. He is too holy to be unrighteous, too wise to be mistaken; this is constant matter for joy to the upright in heart. Mercy and truth shall go before thy face. They are the harbingers and heralds of the Lord; he calls these to the front to deal with guilty and doubting people; he makes them, in the person of the Lord Jesus, to be his ambassadors, and so poor, guilty people are enabled to endure the presence of their righteous Lord.


  15. Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound. They are a blessed people who partake of God's bounty, and know how to exult in his favor. The covenant promises have also a sound beyond measure precious, and they are highly favored who understand their meaning and recognize their own personal interest in them. They shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. For them it is joy enough that Jehovah is favorable to them. If we give God our ear and hear the joyful sound, he will show us his face and make us glad. When the Lord smiles on us we live without grief as to our souls.


  16. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day. To the soul which, in Christ Jesus, has entered into covenant with God, every attribute is a fountain of delight. We can rejoice without physical comforts; the Lord is an all-sufficient source of joy. And in thy righteousness shall they be exalted. By the Lord's righteous dealings the saints are uplifted in due time, however great the oppression and the depression from which they may have suffered. If God were unjust, or regarded us as being without righteousness, we must be filled with misery; but as neither of these things are so, we are exalted indeed.


  17. For thou art the glory of their strength. He is our beauty and glory when we are strong in him, as well as our comfort and sustenance when we tremble because of conscious weakness in ourselves. No one whom the Lord makes strong may dare to glory in themselves, but must ascribe all honor to the Lord alone. And in thy favor our horn shall be exalted. By the use of the word our the psalmist identifies himself with the blessed people, and this indicates how much sweeter it is to sing in the first person than concerning others. The horn was an eastern ornament, worn by men and women, and by the uplifting of this the wearer showed himself to be in good spirits, and in a confident frame of mind: we wear no such outward vanities, but our inward soul is adorned and made bravely triumphant when the favor of God is felt by us. Worldly people need outward prosperity to make them lift up their heads, but the saints find more than enough encouragement in the secret love of God.


  18. For the Lord is our defense. He is our ultimate Defender and Shield. And the Holy One of Israel is our king. Kings are called the shields of nations, and the God of Israel is both our Ruler and our Defense. Another sense may be that Israel's defender and king was of the Lord, belonging to him and sent by him. The title the Holy One of Israel is especially delightful to the renewed heart. God is holiness itself, the only being who can be called the Holy One. He who is holy cannot break his promises, or act unjustly concerning his oath and covenant. Moreover, he is the Holy One of Israel, ours forever and ever.


  19. Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one. The holy one here meant may be either David or Nathan the prophet, but most probably the latter, for it was to him that the word of the Lord came by night (2 Samuel 7:4-5). God condescends to employ his gracious ministers to be the means of communication between himself and his favored ones. I have lain help upon one that is mighty. The Lord has made David a mighty man of valor, and now he covenants to make him the helper and defender of the Jewish state. In a far fuller sense the Lord Jesus is essentially and immeasurably mighty, and on him the salvation of his people rests by divine appointment. I have exalted one chosen out of the people. David was God's elect, elect out of the people, as one of themselves, and elect to the highest position in the state. In his extraction, election, and exaltation, he was a type of the Lord Jesus. Whom God exalts let us exalt.


  20. I have found David my servant. David was discovered by the Lord among the sheepfolds and recognized as a man of gracious spirit, full of faith and courage, and therefore fit to be leader in Israel. With my holy oil have I anointed him. By the hand of Samuel, David was anointed to be king long before he ascended the throne. The verse must also be expounded of the Prince Emmanuel; he became the servant of the Lord for our sakes; upon him rested the Spirit without measure. Jesus is also the Lord's Christ, or anointed. The oil with which he is anointed is the Spirit of holiness.


  21. With whom my hand shall be established, or, "with whom my hand shall ever be present." The almightiness of God abides permanently with Jesus as Redeemer and Ruler of his people. Mine arm also shall strengthen him. The fullness of divine power will attend him. This promise ought to be urged in prayer before the Lord, for the great lack of the church at this time is power.


  22. The enemy shall not exact upon him. He will not be vexed and persecuted as a helpless debtor by an extortionate creditor. Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. Graceless people will no longer make his life a burden. David had striven to act justly towards Saul, because he was the Lord's anointed, yet Saul persecuted him relentlessly. The covenant, therefore, engaged that his life of hardship and oppression should come to an end forever; it did so in David's own person, and more remarkably still in the life of Solomon, his son. Who does not in all this see a type of the Lord Jesus, who though he was once seized for our debts, and also evilly treated by the ungodly, is now so exalted that he can never be exacted upon any more.


  23. And I will beat down his foes before his face - crushing them and their plans. God himself thus fights the battles of his Son, and effectually overturns his foes. And plague them that hate him, or "smite his haters." May none of us learn the terror of this threatening, which is surely being fulfilled upon all those unbelievers who have rejected the Son of God, and died in the hardness of their hearts. The prophecy is also having another fulfilment in the overthrow of systems of error, and the vexation caused to their promoters.


  24. But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him. To David and his descendants, God was gracious and faithful, and though through their sin the literal kingdom lost all its glory and the dynasty became obscure, yet the line remained unbroken and more than all its former glory was restored in Jesus. And in my name shall his horn be exalted. The fullest exaltation of the horn of Jesus is yet to come in that millennial period which is hastening on.


  25. I will set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. He shall reach far beyond the little rivers which stand for boundaries in Palestine. His power is to be given him of the Lord, and is to be abiding; so we understand the words I will set. The verse has in it a voice of good cheer concerning sailors, and all dwellers on the waters; the hand of Jesus is over them.


  26. He shall cry unto me. Thou art my father. David's descendants would be a praying race, and so in the main they were, and when they were not they smarted for it. The Lord Jesus was preeminent in prayer, and his favorite mode of address was "Father." My God - so our Lord called his Father when upon the cross. And the rock of my salvation. It was to his Father that he turned in Gethsemane, and to him he committed his spirit in death. To say to God Thou art my father is more than learning and talent can teach us; the new birth is essential to this.


  27. Also I will make him my firstborn. Among the kings the descendants of David were to be most favored, but in Jesus we see this in the highest degree verified, for he has preeminence in all things, and is higher than the kings of the earth. Kings are honored when they honor him, and those who honor him are kings! In the millennial glory it will be seen what the covenant stores up for the once despised Son of David, but even now faith sees him exalted as King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus is no servant of princes, nor would he have his bride, the church, degrade herself by bowing before kings.


  28. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore. The kings of David's line needed mercy, and mercy prevented their house from utterly perishing until the Son of Mary came. He needs no mercy for himself, but he is a representative man, and the mercy of God is required for those who are in him. And my covenant shall stand fast with him. With Jesus the covenant is ratified by blood of sacrifice and by oath of God; it cannot be canceled or altered. The covenant of grace is sure to all the descendants, because it stands fast with him with whom we are indissolubly united.


  29. His seed also will I make to endure forever. David's seed lives on in the Lord Jesus, and the seed of Jesus in believers. Saints are a race that neither death nor hell can kill. And his throne as the days of heaven. Jesus reigns on, and will reign till the skies shall fall; when the heavens pass away, and the elements melt with fervent heat, his throne will stand. Some commentators talk of conditions, but we fail to see any; the promises are as absolute as they can possibly be, and if any conditions as to the conduct of the favored individuals can be conceived, they are disposed of in the succeeding verses.


  30. It was possible, terribly possible, that David's posterity might wander from the Lord; indeed they did so, but what then? Was the mercy of God to pass away from David's descendants? Far from it. So, too, the descendants of the Son of David are apt to start aside, but are they therefore cast away? Not a single word gives liberty for such an idea, but the very reverse.


  31. If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments. The dreadful if is suggested again, and the sad case is stated in other forms. But if it should be so, what then? Death and rejection? Ah, no. Blessed be God, no! Legalism will import its ifs, but the Lord slays the ifs as fast as they rise. Eternal shalls and wills make glorious havoc among the ifs and buts.


  32. Then will I visit their transgression with the rod. Not with the sword, not with death and destruction, but still with a painful rod. Saints must smart if they sin; God will see to that. He hates sin too much and he loves his saints too well not to chasten their iniquity with stripes, which are either many or few in proportion as the heart is properly affected by them.


  33. Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him. O glorious fear-killing sentence! This crowns the covenant with exceeding glory. Mercy may seem to depart from the Lord's chosen, but it will never altogether do so. Jesus still enjoys the divine favor, and therefore under the most trying circumstances the Lord's lovingkindness to each one of his chosen will endure the strain. If the covenant be made void by our sins it would have been void long ere this. God may leave his people, and they may thereby suffer much, but utterly and altogether he never can remove his love from them; for that would be to cast a reflection upon his own truth, and this he will never allow, for he adds nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. Humankind fails in all points, but God in none. To be faithful is one of the eternal characteristics of God.


  34. My covenant will I not break. It is his own covenant. He devised it, drew up the draft of it, and voluntarily entered into it; he therefore thinks much of it. Nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. Alterations and afterthoughts belong to short-sighted human beings who meet with unexpected events which operate upon them to change their minds, but the Lord who sees everything from the beginning has no such reason for shifting his ground. He is besides immutable in his nature and designs, and cannot change in heart, and therefore not in promise. It is evident he takes pleasure in that most ancient and solemn contract. If it were conceivable that he had repented of it, he would not be found dwelling upon it, and repeating it with renewed emphasis.


  35. Because he could swear by no greater he swore by himself, and by that especial attribute which is his highest glory. God here pledges the essence of his nature. He does as good as say that if ceases to be true to his covenant he will have forfeited his holy character.


  36. His seed shall endure forever. David's line in the person of Jesus is an endless one, and the race of Jesus, as represented in successive generations of believers, shows no sign of failure. No power, human or Satanic, can break the Christian succession; as saints die others will rise up to fill their places, so that till the last day, the day of doom, Jesus will have a seed to serve him. And his throne as the sun before me. In our Lord Jesus the dynasty of David remains upon the throne. Jesus has never abdicated, nor gone into banishment. He reigns, and must reign so long as the sun continues to shine upon the earth. We are the seed who must endure forever, and we are protected and ennobled by that King whose royalties are to last forever.


  37. It shall be established for ever as the moon. The kingdom may wax and wane to mortal eyes, but it will still abide as long as the moon walks in her silver beauty. And as a faithful witness in heaven. The most stable part of the universe is selected as a type of Messiah's kingdom, and both sun and moon are made to be symbols of its long endurance. Whatever else there is in the sky which faithfully witnesses to the unbending course of nature is also called upon to be a sign of the Lord's truth. When heaven and earth witness, and the Lord himself swears, there remains no excuse for doubting, and faith joyfully reposes in confident expectation.


  38. But thou hast cast off and abhorred. The Lord had promised not to cast off the seed of David, and yet it looked as if he had done so, and that too in the most angry manner, as if he loathed the person of the king. God's actions may appear to us to be the reverse of his promises, and then our best course is to come before him in prayer and put the matter before him just as it strikes our apprehension. We are allowed to do this, for this holy and inspired man did so unrebuked, but we must do it humbly and in faith. Thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. He deserved the wrath, doubtless, but the psalmist's point is that this appeared to him to conflict with the gracious covenant. He puts the matter plainly, and makes bold with the Lord, and the Lord loves to have his servants so do; it shows that they believe his engagements to be matters of fact.


  39. Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant. The dispensations of providence looked as if there had been a disannulling of the sacred compact, though indeed it was not so. Thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground. The king had been subject to such sorrow and shame that his diadem had been as it were taken from his head, dashed on the earth, and rolled in the mire. He was a theocratic monarch, and the Lord, who gave him his crown, took it from him and treated it with contempt - at least so it seemed. In these sad days also we may utter the same plaint, for Jesus is not acknowledged in many of the churches.


  40. Thou hast broken down all his hedges. He was no longer sheltered from the slanderous assaults of contemptuous tongues; the awe which should guard the royal name had ceased to separate him from his fellows. The royal family had been like a vine within an enclosure, but the wall was now laid low, and the vine was unprotected. It is sorrowfully true that in many places the enclosures of the church have been destroyed, the line of demarcation between the church and the world has almost vanished, and godless people fill the sacred offices. Thou hast brought his strongholds to ruin. The forts of the kingdom were in the possession of the enemy and were dismantled; the defenses of the kingdom were overthrown. Thus has it happened that precious truths which were the bulwarks of the church have been assailed by heresy, and the citadels of sound doctrine have been abandoned to the foe.


  41. All that pass by the way spoil him. Woe is the day when every petty reasoner has an argument against religion, and men in their cups are fluent with objections against the Gospel of Jesus. Although Jesus on the cross is nothing to them, and they pass him by without inquiring into what he has done for them, they can loiter as long as you will, if there be but the hope of driving another nail into his hands. He is a reproach to his neighbors. David's successors had neighbors who were a reproach to good fellowship, because they were so ready to reproach their neighbor. The people of God, who follow the Lord fully, are subject to a thousand reproaches, and some of them of the most bitter kind. These reproaches are really the reproach of Christ, and at bottom are meant for him.


  42. Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries. Thou hast done it, thou, who hast sworn to give him help and victory; thou hast, instead thereof, sided by his enemies, and lent them thy strength, so that they have gained the supremacy. Thou hast made all his enemies to rejoice. They are boasting over him, and are glorying in his defeat, and this is done by thyself. O God, how is this? Where is the covenant? Hast thou forgotten thine own pledges and promises?


  43. Also turned the edge of his sword. When he goes to war he is as unsuccessful as though his sword refused to cut, and gave way like a sword of lead. His weapons fail him. And hast not made him to stand in the battle. His heart fails him as well as his sword — he wavers, he falls. At this present the church has few swords of true Jerusalem metal; her sons are pliable, her ministers yield to pressure. We need men whose edge cannot be turned, firm for truth, keen against error, sharp towards sin. Charity towards heresy is the fashionable vice, and indifference to all truth, under the name of liberal-mindedness, is the crowning virtue of the age.


  44. Thou hast made his glory to cease. The brightness of his reign and the prosperity of his house are gone, his fame is tarnished, his honor disgraced. And cast his throne down to the ground. He has lost his power to govern at home or to conquer abroad. This happened to kings of David's line, and, more grievous to tell, it is happening in these days to the visible kingdom of the Lord Jesus. The glory has departed, and the Gospel throne of Jesus is hidden from our eyes!


  45. The days of his youth hast thou shortened. The time of the king's energy was brief; he grew feeble before his time. Thou hast covered him with shame. Shame was heaped upon him because of his premature decay and his failure in arms. In this our day we have to bemoan the lack of vigor in religion. Let us plead with the righteous Judge of all the earth to fulfill his word wherein he has promised that those who wait upon him shall renew their strength. Selah. The interceding poet takes breath amid his lament, and then turns from describing the sorrows of the kingdom to pleading with the Lord.


  46. How long. Lord? The appeal is to Jehovah, and the argument is the length of the affliction endured. Chastisement with a rod is not a lengthened matter; therefore he appeals to God to cut short the time of tribulation. Wilt thou hide thyself forever? Hast thou not promised to appear for thy servant - wilt thou then forever forsake him? Shall thy wrath burn like fire? Wilt thou burn up the throne which thou hast sworn to perpetuate? Thus would we intreat the Lord to remember the cause of Christ in these days. Will truth die out, and saints exist no more? Surely he must interpose soon, for, if he do not, true religion will be utterly consumed, as it were, with fire.


  47. Remember how short my time is. If thine anger burn on it will outlast this mortal life, and then there will be no time for thy mercy to restore me. Some expositors ascribe these words, and all the preceding verses, to the state of the Lord Jesus in the days of his humiliation, and this gives an instructive meaning; but we prefer to continue our reference all through to the church, which is the seed of the Lord Jesus, as the succeeding kings were the seed of David. We, having transgressed, are made to feel the rod, but we pray the Lord not to continue his stripes lest our whole life be passed in misery. Wherefore hast thou made all men in vain? If the Lord do not shine upon his work we live for nothing - we count it no longer life if his cause does not prosper. Creation is a blot, providence an error, and our own existence a hell, if the faithfulness of God can fail and his covenant of grace can be dissolved. If the Gospel system can be disproved, nothing remains for us which can render existence worth the having.


  48. What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? All must die. None of our race can answer to the question here propounded except in the negative; there is none that can claim to elude the arrows of death. Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? Since we must all die, do not make this life all wretchedness, O Lord. Let us not be so deserted of thee in this brief span that we are unable to testify to thy faithfulness. Selah. Here we rest again, and proceed to further pleadings.


  49. We may remind the Lord of his former love to his church, his former favor to ourselves. Then may we plead his oath, and beg him to remember that he has sworn to bless his chosen; and we may wrestle hard also, by urging upon him his own character, and laying hold upon his inviolable truth.


  50. Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants. By their great troubles they were made a mock of by ungodly people, and hence the Lord's pity is intreated. How I do bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty people. The psalmist felt as if all the reproaches which vexed his nation were centered in himself; reproach upon the saints and their cause ought to burden us. Our grief at the griefs of the Lord's people may be pleaded in prayer.


  There is one interpretation of this verse which must not be passed over; the original is, "Remember my bearing in my bosom all the many nations," and this may be understood as a pleading of the church that the Lord would remember her because she was yet to be the mother of many nations, according to the prophecy of Psalm 77. She was as it were ready to give birth to nations, but how could they be born if she herself died in the meanwhile? The church is the hope of the world; should she expire, the nations would never come to the birth of regeneration.


  51. Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD. Here is another forcible point; the scoffers are the Lord's enemies as well as ours, and their reproach falls upon him as well as upon us. Wherefore they have reproached the footsteps of thine anointed. Not only watching his words and actions, but even his harmless steps. Neither Christ nor his church can please the world; whichever way we turn scoffers will rail. Does this verse refer to the delays of the Messiah, those long-expected footfalls which as yet are unheard?


  52. Blessed be the Lord for evermore. He ends where he began. Let us bless God before we pray, and while we pray, and when we have done praying, for he always deserves it of us. If we cannot understand him, we will not distrust him. When his ways are beyond our judgment we will not be so foolish as to judge; yet we shall do so if we consider his dealings to be unkind or unfaithful. He is, he must be, he shall be forever our blessed God. Amen, and Amen. So be it, Lord; we wish it over and over again. Be thou blessed evermore.


  Psalm 90


  1. , thou hast been our dwelling place In all generations. We must consider the whole psalm as written for the tribes in the desert, and then we shall see the primary meaning of each verse. Moses, in effect, says - wanderers though we be in the howling wilderness, yet we find a home in thee, even as our forefathers did when they came out of Ur and dwelt in tents among the Canaanites. To the saints the Lord Jehovah, the self-existent God, stands instead of mansion: he shelters, comforts, protects, preserves, and cherishes all his own. It is wise to draw from the Lord's eternal condescensions reasons for expecting present and future mercies, as the psalmist did in the next psalm wherein he describes the safety of those who dwell in God.


  2. Before the mountains were brought forth. Mountains to him are young things whose birth was but yesterday. Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world. Earth was born but the other day, and her solid land was delivered from the Flood but a short while ago. Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God, or, "thou art, O God." God was, when nothing else was. He was God when the earth was not a world but a chaos. If God himself were of yesterday, he would not be a suitable refuge for mortals. The eternal existence of God is here mentioned to set forth, by contrast, the brevity of human life.


  3. Thou hast turned man to destruction, or, "to dust." The human body is resolved into its elements, as though it had been ground to powder. And sayest. Return, ye children of men, that is, return to the dust out of which you were taken. Human frailty is thus forcibly set forth; God creates us out of the dust, and back to the dust we go at the word of our Creator. Observe how the action of God is recognized: man is not said to die because of the decree of fate, or the action of inevitable law, but the Lord is made the agent of all.


  4. For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past. A thousand years! How much may be crowded into it - the rise and fall of empires, the glory and obliteration of dynasties, countless events, all important to household and individual. Yet this period is to the Lord as nothing. In comparison with eternity, thr most lengthened reaches of time are mere points; there is, in fact, no possible comparison between them. And as a watch in the night, a time which is no sooner come than gone.


  5. Thou carriest them away as with a flood. As when a torrent bears all before it, so does the Lord bear away by death the succeeding generations. They are as a sleep. Not only are our plans like a sleep, but we ourselves are such. In the morning they are like grass which groweth up. As grass is green in the morning and hay at night, so people are changed from health to corruption in a few hours.


  6. In the morning itflourisheth, and groweth up. The grass has a golden hour, as man in his youth has a heyday of flowery glory. In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. Natural decay would put an end both to us and the grass; few, however, experience the full result of age, for death comes with his scythe.


  7. This mortality is not accidental, neither was it inevitable in the original of our nature, but sin has provoked the Lord to anger, and therefore thus we die. For we are consumed by thine anger. This is the scythe which mows and the scorching heat which withers. This was specially the case in reference to the people in the wilderness. As well might grass grow in an oven as people flourish when the Lord is angry with them. And by thy wrath are we troubled, or terror-stricken. A sense of divine anger confounded them, so that they lived as people who knew that they were doomed. This is true of us in a measure, but not altogether, for now that immortality and life are brought to light by the Gospel, death has changed its aspect, and, to believers in Jesus, it is no more a judicial execution. Anger and wrath are the sting of death, and in these believers have no share; love and mercy now conduct us to glory by way of the tomb. It is not seemly to read these words at a Christian's funeral without words of explanation, and a distinct endeavor to show how little they belong to believers in Jesus. To apply an ode written by the leader of the legal dispensation under circumstances of particular judgment, in reference to a people under penal censure, to those who fall asleep in Jesus seems to be the height of blundering. We may learn much from it, but we ought not to misapply it by taking to ourselves, as the beloved of the Lord, that which was chiefly true of those to whom God had sworn in his wrath that they should not enter into his rest. When, however, a soul is under conviction of sin, the language of this psalm is highly appropriate to his case, and will naturally suggest itself to the distracted mind. No fire consumes like God's anger, and no anguish so troubles the heart as his wrath.


  8. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee. Sin seen by God must work death; it is only by the covering blood of atonement that life comes to any of us. When God was overthrowing the tribes in the wilderness he had their iniquities before him, and therefore dealt with them in severity. He could not have their iniquities before him and not smite them. Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. There are no secrets before God. If by his countenance is here meant his love and favor, it is not possible for the heinousness of sin to be more clearly manifested than when it is seen to involve ingratitude to one so infinitely good and kind. Rebellion in the light of justice is black, but in the light of love it is devilish. How can we grieve so good a God? The children of Israel had been brought out of Egypt with a high hand, fed in the wilderness with a liberal hand, and guided with a tender hand, and their sins were especially atrocious. We, too, having been redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and saved by abounding grace, will be verily guilty if we forsake the Lord. What manner of persons ought we to be? How ought we to pray for cleansing from secret faults.


  It is to us a wellspring of delights to remember that our sins, as believers, are now cast behind the Lord's back, and will never be brought to light again: therefore we live, because, the guilt being removed, the death-penalty is removed also.


  9. For all our days are passed away in thy wrath. Justice shortened the days of rebellious Israel; each halting place became a graveyard; they marked their march by the tombs they left behind them. Because of the penal sentence their days were dried up, and their lives wasted away. We spend our years as a tale that is told. Not their days only, but their years flew by them, rapid and idle as a gossip's story. Sin had cast a shadow over all things, and made the lives of the dying wanderers both vain and brief. The first sentence is not intended for believers to quote, as though it applied to themselves, for our days are all passed amid the lovingkindness of the Lord. Neither is the life of gracious people unsubstantial as a story-teller's tale; they live in Jesus, they have the divine Spirit within them; the simile only holds good if we consider that our lives are illustrations of heavenly goodness, parables of divine wisdom. Happy are we whose lives are such tales.


  10. The days of our years are threescore years and ten. It is nothing when contrasted with eternity. Yet is life long enough for virtue and piety, and all too long for vice and blasphemy. Moses here in the original writes in a disconnected manner, as if he would set forth the utter insignificance of hurried human existence. His words may be rendered, "The days of our years! In them seventy years"; as much as to say, "The days of our years? What about them? Are they worth mentioning? The account is utterly insignificant; their full tale is but seventy." And if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow. The strength of old age, its very prime and pride, is a weariness and sorrow; what must its weakness be? Yet mellowed by hallowed experience, and solaced by immortal hopes, the latter days of aged Christians are not so much to be pitied as envied. The mortal fades to make room for the immortal; the old man falls asleep to wake up in the region of perennial youth. For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. The chain is snapped, and the eagle mounts to its native air above the clouds. Moses mourned for people as he thus sang; and well he might, as all his comrades fell at his side. His words are more nearly rendered, "He drives us fast and we fly away." As the quails were blown along by the strong west wind, so are people hurried before the tempests of death. To us, however, as believers, the winds are favorable. Who wishes it otherwise? Wherefore should we linger here? What has this poor world to offer us that we should tarry on its shores? This is not our rest. Let the Lord's winds drive fast if so he ordains, for they waft us the more swiftly to himself.


  11. Who knoweth thine anger? Moses saw people dying all around him: he lived among funerals, and was overwhelmed at the terrible results of the divine displeasure. He felt that none could measure the might of the Lord's wrath. Even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. Good people dread that wrath beyond conception, but they never ascribe too much terror to it: bad people are dreadfully convulsed when they awake to a sense of it, for it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an angry God. Who is able to stand against this justly angry God? Be it ours to submit ourselves as dying sinners to this eternal God, who can, even at this moment, command us to the dust, and thence to hell.


  12. So teach us to number our days. Instruct us to set store by time, mourning for that time past wherein we have wrought the will of the flesh, using diligently the time present, which is the accepted hour and the day of salvation, and reckoning the time which lies in the future to be too uncertain to allow us safely to delay any gracious work or prayer. That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. People are led by reflections upon the brevity of time to give their earnest attention to eternal things; they become humble as they look into the grave. But this is only the case when the Lord himself is the teacher; he alone can teach to real and lasting profit. We have not enough time at our disposal to justify us in misspending a single quarter of an hour. Neither are we sure of enough of life to justify us in procrastinating for a moment.


  13. Return, O Lord, how long? Come in mercy to us again. Do not leave us to perish. As sin drives God from us, so repentance cries to the Lord to return to us. When people are under chastisement they are allowed to expostulate, and ask, how long? Our fault in these times is not too great boldness with God, but too much backwardness in pleading with him. And let it repent thee concerning thy servants. They had rebelled, but they had not utterly forsaken the Lord; they owned their obligations to obey his will, and pleaded them as a reason for pity. Will a man not spare his own servants? Though God smote Israel, yet they were his people, and he had never disowned them; therefore is he intreated to deal favorably with them.


  14. O satisfy us with thy mercy. He who has but the heart to pray need never be without pleas in prayer. The only satisfying food for the Lord's people is the favor of God. Our day is short, and the night hastens on. O give us in the early morning of our days to be satisfied with thy favor, that all through our little day we may be happy. That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Being filled with divine love, their brief life on earth would become a joyful festival, and would continue so as long as it lasted. When the Lord refreshes us with his presence, our joy is such that no one can take it from us. Apprehensions of speedy death are not able to distress those who enjoy the present favor of God; though they know that the night is coming they see nothing to fear in it.


  15. None can gladden the heart as thou canst, O Lord; therefore as thou hast made us sad be pleased to make us glad. The prayer is original, childlike, and full of meaning; it is moreover based upon a great principle in providential goodness, by which the Lord puts the good over against the evil. Great trial enables us to bear great joy, and may be regarded as the herald of extraordin-aiy grace. Small lives are small throughout; and great histories are great both in sorrow and happiness. Where there are high hills there are also deep valleys. If we have fierce afflictions we may look for overflowing delights, and our faith may boldly ask for them. God who is great in justice when he chastens will not be litde in mercy when he blesses; he will be great all through. Let us appeal to him with unstaggering faith.


  16. Letthyworkappearuntothyservants. See how he dwells upon that word servants. It is as far as the law can do, and Moses goes to the full length permitted him; henceforth Jesus calls us not servants but friends, and if we are wise we shall make full use of our wider liberty. Moses asks for displays of divine power and providence conspicuously wrought, that all the people might be cheered thereby. And thy glory unto their children. While their sons were growing up around them, they desired to see some outshinings of the promised glory gleaming upon them. We are content with the work if our children may but see the glory which will result from it: we sow joyfully if they may reap.


  17. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. Even upon us who must not see thy glory in the land of Canaan; it will suffice us if in our characters the holiness of God is reflected, and if over all our camp the lovely excellencies of our God cast a sacred beauty. Sanctification should be the daily object of our petitions. And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. Let what we do be done in truth, and last when we are in the grave; may the work of the present generation minister permanently to the building up of the nation. We come and go, but the Lord's work abides. We are content to die, so long as Jesus lives and his kingdom grows.


  Psalm 91


  1. He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High. The blessings here promised are not for all believers, but for those who live in close fellowship with God. Every child of God looks towards the inner sanctuary and the mercy-seat, yet all do not dwell in the most holy place; they run to it at times, and enjoy occasional appraoches, but they do not habitually reside in the mysterious presence. Those who through rich grace obtain unusual and continuous communion with God, so as to abide in Christ and Christ in them, become possesors of rare and special benefits, which are missed by those who follow afar off, and grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Into the secrt place those only come who know the love of God in Christ Jesus, andf those only dwell there to whom to live is Christ. To them the veil is rent, and the awful glory of the Most High is apparent: these, like Simeon, have the Holy Spirit upon them, and like Anna they depart not from the temple; of them it is truly said that their conversation is in heaven. Special grace like theirs brings with it special immunity. Outer court worshipers little know what belongs to the inner sanctuary, or surely they would press on until the place of nearness and divine familiarity became theirs. Those who are the Lord's constant guests will find that he will never let any be injured within his gates.


  Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. The omnipotent Lord will shield all those who dwell with him; they will remain under his care as guests under the protection of their host. This protection is constant - they abide under it, and it is all-sufficient, for it is the shadow of the Almighty, whose omnipotence will surely screen them from all attack. The more closely we cling to our Almighty Father, the more confident may we be.


  2. I will say of the LROD, he is my refuge and my fortress. To take up a general truth and make it our own by personal faith is the highest wisdom. Those who believe should also speak -1 will say - for such bold avowals honor God and lead others to seek the same confidence. Let others say what they will, be it ours to say of the Lord, "He is our refuge." But what we say we must prove by our actions; we must fly to the Lord for shelter, and not to an arm of flesh. Let us, when we are secure in the Lord, rejoice that our position is unassailable, for he is our fortress as well as our refuge. Walls cannot keep out the pestilence, but the Lord can.


  As if it were not enough to call the Lord his refuge and fortress, he adds, My Godl in him will I trust. Now he can say no more; my God means all, and more than all, than the heart can conceive by way of security. It was most meet that he should say, in him will I trust, since to deny faith to such a one were willfull wickedness and wanton insult. He who dwells in an impregnable fortress naturally trusts in it; and will not he who dwells in God feel himself well at ease, and repose his soul in safety?


  3. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler. Assuredly no subtle plot will succeed against one who has the eyes of God watching for his defense. We are foolish and weak as poor little birds, and are very apt to be lured to our destruction by cunning foes, but if we dwell near to God, he will see to it that the most skillfull deceiver will not entrap us. And from the noisome pestilence. He who is a Spirit can protect us from evil spirits; he who is mysterious can rescue us from mysterious dangers; he who is immortal can redeem us from mortal sickness. There is a deadly pestilence of error; we are safe from that if we dwell in communion with the God of truth. There is a fatal pestilence of sin; we shall not be infected by it if we abide with the thrice Holy One. There is also a pestilence of disease, and even from that calamity our faith shall win immunity if it be of that high order which abides in God, walks on in calm serenity, and ventures all things for duty's sake. It is not of all believers that the psalmist sings, but only of those who dwell in the secret place of the Most High. Too many among us are weak in faith, and in fact place more reliance in a phial or a globule than in the Lord and giver of life, and if we die of pestilence as others die it is because we acted like others. The great mercy is that in such a case our deaths are blessed, and we are forever with the Lord. Pestilence to the saints will not be noisome but the messenger of heaven.


  4. He shall coverthee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust As a hen covers her chickens, so does the Lord protect the souls which dwell in him; let us cower down beneath him for comfort and for safety. His truth - his true promise, and his faithfulness to his promise-shall be thy shield and buckler. Double armor has he who relies upon the Lord. He bears a shield and wears an all-surrounding coat of mail - such is the force of the word " buckler." We will wear no other ornament; his truth will still be our shield and buckler.


  5. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night. Night is when our fears turn the sweet season of repose into one of dread, and though angels are abroad and fill our chambers, we dream of demons and dire visitants from hell. Blessed is that communion with God which renders us impervious to midnight frights, and horrors born of darkness. Not to be afraid is in itself an unspeakable blessing, since for every suffering which we endure from real injury we are tormented by a thousand griefs which arise from fear only. The shadow of the Almighty removes all gloom from the shadow of night. Nor for the arrow that flieth by day. That arrow is not made which can destroy the righteous, for the Lord has said, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper." In times of great danger those who have made the Lord their refuge, and therefore have refused to use the carnal weapon, have been singularly preserved; the annals of the Quakers bear good evidence to this; yet probably the main thought is that from the cowardly attacks of crafty malice those who walk by faith will be protected, from cunning heresies they will be preserved, and in sudden temptations they will be secured from harm. Day has its perils as well as night, and we shall be their victims unless we find both shield and buckler in our God.


  6. Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness. It is shrouded in mystery as to its cause and cure, yet those who dwell in God are not afraid of it. They shall not be afraid of the plagues which in darkness walk, norfor the destruction that wasteth at noonday. Famine may starve, or bloody war devour, earthquake may overturn and tempest may smite, but amid all, the person who has sought the mercy-seat and is sheltered beneath the wings which overshadow it will abide in perfect peace. God's peace is not a thing of times and seasons; it does not rise and set with the sun, nor does it depend upon the healthiness of the atmosphere or the security of the country. Upon the child of the Lord's own heart pestilence has no destroying power, and calamity no wasting influence: pestilence walks in darkness, but he dwells in light; destruction wastes at noonday, but upon him another sun has risen whose beams bring restoration. Remember that the voice which says "thou shalt not fear" is that of God himself, who hereby pledges his word for the safety of those who abide under his shadow, and not for their safety only but for their serenity.


  7. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand. Terribly may the plague rage among people; yet such as this psalm speaks of survive the scythe of death. It shall not come nigh thee. It will be so near as to be at your side, and yet not near enough to touch you. How true is this of the plague of moral evil, or heresy, and of backsliding. Whole nations are infected, yet the person who communes with God is not affected by the contagion. The church is wasted, the very life of religion decays, but in the same place and time, in fellowship with God, the believer renews his youth, and his soul knows no sickness. In a measure this is also true of physical evil; the Lord still puts a difference between Israel and Egypt in the day of his plagues.


  8. The sight will reveal both the justice and the mercy of God; in them that perish the severity of God will be manifest, and in the believer's escape the richness of divine goodness will be apparent. Joshua and Caleb verified this promise. The Puritan preachers during the plague of London must have been much impressed with this verse as they came out of their hiding-places to proclaim mercy and judgment to the dissolute age which was so sorely visited with the pest. Let us but watch providence, and we shall find ourselves living in a school where examples of the ultimate reward of sin are very plentiful. One case may not be judged alone lest we misjudge, but instances of divine visitation will be plentiful in the memory of any attentive observer of people and things; from all these put together we may fairly draw conclusions, and we shall soon perceive that there is after all a moral ruler over humankind, who sooner or later rewards the ungodly with due punishment.


  9-10. The psalmist in these verses assures people who dwell in God that they will be secure. Though faith claims no merit of its own, yet the Lord rewards it wherever he sees it. He who makes God his refuge will find him a refuge; he who dwells in God will find his dwelling protected. We must make the Lord our habitation by choosing him for our trust and rest, and then we shall receive immunity from harm. The dwelling here intended by the original was only a tent, yet the frail covering would prove to be a sufficient shelter from harm of all sorts. It matters little whether our abode be a hut or a palace if the soul has made the Most High its habitation. Get into God and you dwell in all good, and ill is banished far away. It is not because we are perfect or highly esteemed among people that we can hope for shelter in the day of evil, but because our refuge is the Eternal God. It is impossible that any ill should happen to those who are beloved of the Lord; the most crushing calamities can only shorten their journey and hasten them to their reward. They are secure where others are in peril; they live where others die.


  11. For he shall give his angels charge over thee. Not one guardian angel, as some fondly dream, but all the angels are here alluded to. To keep thee in all thy ways. To be a bodyguard, a garrison to the body, soul, and spirit of the saint. In all thy ways is yet no limit to the heart which is right with God. It is not the way of the believer to go out of his way. He keeps in his way, and then the angels keep him. How angels thus keep us we cannot tell. Whether they repel demons, counteract spiritual plots, or even ward off the subtler physical forces of disease, we do not know. Perhaps we shall one day stand amazed at the multiplied services which the unseen bands have rendered to us.


  12. They, that is God's own angels, will cheerfully become our servitors.


  They shall bear thee up in their hands; as nurses carry little children, with careful love, so will those glorious spirits bear each individual believer. Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. Even minor ills they ward off. If we cannot have the way smoothed it answers every purpose if we have angels to bear us up in their hands. Since the greatest ills may arise out of little accidents, it shows the wisdom of the Lord that from the smaller evils we are protected.


  13. Thou shalttread upon the lion and adder. Over force and fraud shalt thou march victoriously; bold opponents and treacherous adversaries will alike be trodden down. The young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. The strongest foe in power, and the most mysterious in cunning, will be conquered by the child of God. To those who dwell in God the most evil forces become harmless; they wear a charmed life, and defy the deadliest ills. Their feet come into contact with the worst of foes; even Satan himself nibbles at their heel, but in Christ Jesus they have the assured hope of bruising Satan under their feet shortly.


  14. Here we have the Lord himself speaking of his own chosen one. Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him. Not because he deserves to be thus kept, but because with all his imperfections he does love his God; therefore not the angels of God only, but the God of angels himself will come to his rescue in all perilous times. When the heart is enamored of the Lord, all taken up with him, and intensely attached to him, the Lord will recognize the sacred flame, and preserve the one who bears it in his bosom. It is love - love set upon God - which is the distinguishing mark of those whom the Lord secures from ill. I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. The man has known the attributes of God so as to trust in him, and then by experience has arrived at a yet deeper knowledge; this will be regarded by the Lord as a pledge of his grace, and he will set the owner of it above danger or fear. None abide in intimate fellowship with God unless they possess a warm affection towards God, and an intelligent trust in him. If we climb on high it may be dangerous, but if God sets us there it is glorious.


  15. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him. He will need to pray, he will be led to pray aright, and the answer will surely come. Saints are first called of God, and then they call upon God; such calls as theirs always obtain answers. Not without prayer will the blessing come to the most favored, but by means of prayer they will receive all good things. I will be with him in trouble, or," I am with him in trouble." Heirs of heaven are conscious of a special divine presence in times of severe trial. God is always near in sympathy and in power to help his tried ones. I will deliver him, and honor him. The man honors God, and God honors him. Believers are not delivered or preserved in a way which lowers them, and makes them feel themselves degraded; far from it, the Lord's salvation bestows honor upon those it delivers. God first gives us conquering grace, and then rewards us for it.


  16. With long life will I satisfy him. The man described in this psalm fills out the measure of his days, and whether he dies young or old he is quite satisfied with life, and is content to leave it. And show him my salvation. The full sight of divine grace shall be his closing vision. Not with destruction before him black as night, but with salvation bright as noonday smiling upon him he shall enter into his rest.


  Psalm 92


  1. It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, or Jehovah. It is good ethically, for it is the Lord's right; it is good emotionally, for it is pleasant to the heart; it is good practically, for it leads others to render the same homage. To give thanks to God is but a small return for the great benefits wherewith he daily loads us; yet as he by his Spirit calls it a good thing, we must not despise it, or neglect it. We thank people when they oblige us; how much more ought we to bless the Lord when he benefits us. Devout praise is always good; it is never out of season, never superfluous, but it is especially suitable to the Sabbath; a Sabbath without thanksgiving is a Sabbath profaned. And to sing praises unto thy name, O most High. It is good to give thanks in the form of vocal song. Nature itself teaches us thus to express our gratitude to God; do not the birds sing, and the brooks warble as they flow? To give our gratitude a tongue is wise. Silent worship is sweet, but vocal worship is sweeter.


  2. To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning. The day should begin with praise: no hour is too early for holy song. We leave unpleasant tasks as long as we can, but our hearts are so engrossed with the adoration of God that we would rise early to attend to it. And thy faithfulness every night. No hour is too late for praise; the end of the day must not be the end of gratitude. Evening is the time for retrospect, memory is busy with the experience of the day; hence the appropriate theme for song is the divine faithfulness, of which another day has furnished fresh evidences. Every night, clouded or clear, moonlit or dark, calm or tempestuous, is alike suitable for a song upon the faithfulness of God, since in all seasons, and under all circumstances, it abides the same, and is the mainstay of the believer's consolation.


  3. Upon an instrument of ten strings. With the fullest range of music, uttering before God with the full compass of melody the richest emotions of his soul. And upon the psaltery, thus giving variety to praise: the psalmist felt that every sweet-sounding instrument should be consecrated to God. George Herbert and Martin Luther aided their private devotions by instrumental music; and whatever may have been the differences of opinion in the Christian church, as to the performance of instrumental music in public, we have met with no objection to its personal and private use. Upon the harp with a solemn sound, or upon "meditation with a harp"; as much as to say, my meditative soul is, after all, the best instrument, and the harp's dulcet tones come in to aid my thoughts. It is, however, much to be feared that attention to the mere mechanism of music, noting keys and strings, measures and quarter notes, has carried many away from the spiritual harmony which is the soul and essence of praise. Fine music without devotion is but a splendid garment upon a corpse.


  4. For thou. Lord, hast made me glad through thy work. It was natural for the psalmist to sing, because he was glad, and to sing unto the Lord, because his gladness was caused by a contemplation of the divine work. If we consider either creation or providence, we shall find overflowing reasons for joy; but when we come to review the work of redemption, gladness knows no bounds. I will triumph in the works of thy hands. I cannot help it, I must rejoice in the Lord, even as one who has won the victory and has divided great spoil. In the first sentence of this verse he expresses the unity of God's work, and in the second the variety of his works; in both there is reason for gladness and triumph.


  5. O Lord, how great are thy works! He is lost in wonder. Great for number, extent, and glory and design are all the creations of the Infinite One. And thy thoughts are very deep. The Lord's plans are as profound as his doings are vast. Some people think but cannot work, and others are mere drudges working without thought; in the Eternal the conception and the execution go together. Providence is inexhaustible, and the divine decrees which originate it are inscrutable. Redemption is grand beyond conception, and the thoughts of love which planned it are infinite. Human beings are superficial, God is deep. We stand by the fathomless sea of divine wisdom, and exclaim with holy awe, "Oh the depth!"


  6. In this and the following verses the effect of the psalm is heightened by contrast. Alas, the character described here is no uncommon one. The boorish or boarish man, for such is almost the very Hebrew word, sees nothing in nature, and if it be pointed out to him, his foolish mind will not comprehend it. The unbelieving heart does not know; and with all its parade of intellect, it does not understand. O God, how sorrowful a thing it is that people whom thou hast so largely gifted, and made in thine own image, should so brutify themselves that they will neither see nor understand what thou hast made so clear.


  7. When the wicked spring as the grass, in abundance, and apparent strength, hastening on their progress like verdant plants, which come to perfection in a day, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish, flowering in their prime and pride, their pomp and their prosperity; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever. They flower for a short space to wither without end. Greatness and glory are to them but the prelude of their overthrow. Little does their opposition matter; the Lord reigns on as if they had never blasphemed him. The Most High is unaffected by the fleeting mortals who dare oppose him: they will soon vanish forever from among the living. But as for the wicked - how can our minds endure the contemplation of their doom for ever? Destruction for ever is a portion far too terrible for the mind to realize. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, the full terror of the wrath to come!


  8. This is the middle verse of the psalm, and the great fact which this Sabbath song is meant to illustrate. God is at once the highest and most enduring of all beings. Others rise to fall, but he is the Most High to eternity. The ungodly are destroyed forever, and God is most high forever; evil is cast down, and the Holy One reigns supreme eternally.


  9. For, lo, thine enemies, O LORD. It is a wonder full of instruction and warning, observe it; for, lo, thine enemies shall perish, they shall be known no more. In that the thing is spoken twice it is confirmed by the Lord; it shall surely be, and that speedily. All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. Their forces will be dispersed, their hopes broken and themselves driven hither and thither like chaff before the tempest. They will not have the courage to remain in arms, nor the unity to abide in confederacy. Terrible as this fact is, no true-hearted person would wish to have it otherwise. Treason against the great Monarch of the universe ought not to go unpunished; such wanton wickedness richly merits the severest doom.


  10. But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn. The believer rejoices that he will not be allowed to perish, but will be strengthened and enabled to triumph over his enemies, by the divine aid. The unicorn may have been some gigantic ox or buffalo now unknown, and perhaps extinct — among the ancients it was the favorite symbol of unconquerable power; the psalmist adopts it as his emblem. Faith takes delight in foreseeing the mercy of the Lord, and sings of what he will do as well as of what he has done. I shall be anointed with fresh oil. Strengthening will be attended with refreshment and honor. As guests were anointed at feasts with perfumed unguents, so shall the saints be cheered and delighted by fresh outpourings of divine grace; and for this reason they will not pass away like the wicked. Observe the contrast between the happiness of the brutish people and the joy of the righteous: the brutish grow with a sort of vegetable vigor of their own, but the righteous are dealt with by the Lord himself, and all the good which they receive comes direcdy from his own right hand, and so is doubly precious in their esteem. The psalmist speaks in the first person, and it should be a matter of prayer with the reader that he may be enabled to do the same.


  11. Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies. The words my desire, inserted by the translators, had far better have been left out. He does not say what he should see concerning his enemies; he leaves that blank, and we have no right to fill in the vacant space with words which look vindictive. He would see that which would be for God's glory, and that which would be eminently right and just. And mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me. Here, again, the words my desire are not inspired, and are a needless and perhaps a false interpretation. The good man is quite silent as to what he expected to hear; he knew that what he heard would vindicate his faith in his God, and he was content to leave his cruel foes in God's hands, without an expression concerning his own desire one way or the other. It is always best to leave Scripture as we find it. The broken sense of inspiration is better let alone than pieced out with additions of a translator's own invention; it is like repairing pure gold with tinsel, or a mosaic of gems with painted wood. The holy psalmist had seen the beginning of the ungodly, and expected to see their end; he felt sure that God would right all wrongs, and clear his Providence from the charge of favoring the unjust; this confidence he here expresses, and sits down contentedly to wait the issues of the future.


  12. The song now contrasts the condition of the righteous with that of the graceless. The wicked "spring as the grass," but the righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, whose growth may not be so rapid, but whose endurance for centuries is in fine contrast with the transitory verdure of the meadow. When we see a noble palm standing erect, sending all its strength upward in one bold column, and growing amid the dearth and drought of the desert, we have a fine picture of the godly person, who in uprightness aims alone at the glory of God, and, independent of outward circumstances, is made by divine grace to live and thrive where all things else perish. The text tells us not only what the righteous is, but what he will be; come what may, the good person will flourish, and flourish after the noblest manner. He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. This is another noble and long-lived tree. On the summit of the mountain, unsheltered from the blast, the cedar waves its mighty branches in perpetual verdure, and so the truly godly person under all adversities retains joy of soul, and continues to make progress in the divine life. Grass, which makes hay for oxen, is a good enough emblem of the unregenerate; but cedars, which build the temple of the Lord, are none too excellent to set forth the heirs of heaven.


  13. Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. In the courtyards of oriental houses trees were planted, and being thoroughly screened, they would be likely to bring forth their fruit to perfection in trying seasons; in the same way, those who by grace are brought into communion with the Lord will be likened to trees planted in the Lord's house, and will find it food to their souls. No heart has so much joy as that which abides in the Lord Jesus. If someone abides in Christ, he brings forth much fruit. Those who are rooted to the world do not flourish; those who send forth their roots into the marshes of frivolous pleasure cannot be in a vigorous condition; but those who dwell in habitual fellowship with God will come to full growth, rich in grace, happy in experience, mighty in influence, honored and honorable. No tree grows in God's garden self-sown; once planted of the Lord, we shall never be rooted up, but in his courts we shall take root downward, and bring forth fruit upward to his glory forever.


  14. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age. Nature decays but grace thrives. Fruit, as far as nature is concerned, belongs to days of vigor; but in the garden of grace, when plants are weak in themselves, they become strong in the Lord, and abound in fruit acceptable with God. Happy are they who can sing this Sabbath psalm, enjoying the rest which breathes through every verse of it; no fear as to the future can distress them, for their evil days, when the strong man faileth, are the subject of a gracious promise, and therefore they await them with quiet expectancy. Aged believers possess a ripe experience, and by their mellow tempers and sweet testimonies they feed many. Even if bedridden, they bear the fruit of patience; if poor and obscure, their lowly and contented spirit becomes the admiration of those who know how to appreciate modest worth. Grace does not leave the saint when the keepers of the house do tremble; the promise is still sure though the eyes can no longer read it; the bread of heaven is fed upon when the grinders fail; and the voice of the Spirit in the soul is still melodious when the daughters of music are brought low. Blessed be the Lord for this! Because even to hoary hairs he is the I AM, who made his people; he therefore bears and carries them.


  They shall be fat and flourishing. God does not pinch his poor servants, and diminish their consolations when their infirmities grow upon them; rather does he see to it that they renew their strength, for their mouths will be satisfied with his own good things.


  15. This mercy to the aged proves the faithfulness of their God, and leads them to show that the Lord is upright, by their cheerful testimony to his ceaseless goodness. We do not serve a Master who will run back from his promise. Every aged Christian is a letter of commendation to the immutable fidelity of Jehovah. He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. Here is the psalmist's own seal and sign manual: still was he building upon his God, and still was the Lord a firm foundation for his trust. He has tried us, but he has never allowed us to be tempted above what we are able to bear; he has delayed our reward, but he has never been unrighteous to forget our work of faith and labor of love. He is a friend without fault, a helper without fail. Whatever he may do with us, he is always in the right.


  Psalm 93


  1. The Lord reigneth, Jehovah reigns. Whatever opposition may arise, his throne is unmoved; he has reigned, does reign, and will reign forever and ever. In the verse before us it would seem as if the Lord had for a while appeared to vacate the throne, but on a sudden he puts on his regal apparel and ascends his lofty seat, while his happy people proclaim him with new joy. He is clothed with majesty. Not with emblems of majesty, but with majesty itself: everything which surrounds him is majestic. Happy are those among whom the Lord appears in all the glory of his grace, conquering their enemies, and subduing all things unto himself; then indeed is he seen to be clothed with majesty.


  The Lord is clothed with strength. He is always strong, but sometimes he displays his power in a special manner, and may therefore be said to be clothed with it. May the Lord appear in his church, in our day, in manifest majesty and might, saving sinners, slaying errors, and honoring his own name. Wherewith he hath girded himself. As men gird up their loins for running or working, so the Lord appears in the eyes of his people to be preparing for action, girt with his omnipotence. Strength always dwells in the Lord Jehovah, but he hides his power full often, until, in answer to his children's cries, he puts on strength, assumes the throne, and defends his own. It should be a constant theme for prayer that in our day the reign of the Lord may be conspicuous, and his power displayed in his church and on her behalf. "Thy kingdom come" should be our daily prayer: that the Lord Jesus does actually reign should be our daily praise.


  The world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved. Society would be the football of the basest of mankind if God did not establish it, and even the globe itself would fly through space, like thistle-down across the common, if the Lord did not hold it in its appointed orbit. That there is any stability, either in the world or in the church, is the Lord's doings, and he is to be adored for it. Atheism is the mother of anarchy; the reigning power of God exhibited in true religion is the only security for the human commonwealth. A belief in God is the foundation and corner-stone of a well-ordered state.


  2. Thy throne is established of old. Though thou mayest just now appear in more conspicuous sovereignty, yet thine is no upstart sovereignty: in the most ancient times thy dominion was secure; indeed, before time was, thy throne was set up. Thou art from everlasting. The Lord himself is eternal. Let the believer rejoice that the government under which he dwells has an immortal ruler at its head, has existed from all eternity, and will flourish when all created things have forever passed away. Vain are the rebellions of mortals; the kingdom of God is not shaken.


  3. The floods have lifted up, O Lord. People have raged like angry waves of the sea, but vain has been their tumult. Observe that the psalmist turns to the Lord when he sees the billows foam, and hears the breakers roar; he does not waste his breath by talking to the waves, or to violent men; but like Hezekiah he spreads the blasphemies of the wicked before the Lord. The floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. These repetitions are needed for the sake both of the poetry and the music, but they also suggest the frequency and the violence of wicked assaults upon the government of God, and the repeated defeats which they sustain. Sometimes people are furious in words - they lift up their voice, and at other times they rise to acts of violence - they lift up their waves; but the Lord has control over them in either case.


  4. The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters. The utmost of their power is to him but a sound and he can readily master it; therefore he calls it a noise by way of contempt. When people combine to overthrow the kingdom of Jesus, the Lord thinks no more of it than of so much noise upon the sea-beach. Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. When the storm raises Atlantic billows, and drives them on with terrific force, the Lord is still able to restrain them, and so also when impious men are haughty and full of rage the Lord is able to subdue them and overrule their malice. Kings or mobs, emperors or savages, all are in the Lord's hands, and he can forbid their touching a hair of the heads of his saints.


  5. They testimonies are very sure. As the rocks remain unmoved amid the tumult of the sea, so does divine truth resist all the currents of human opinion and the storms of human controversy; they are not only sure, but very sure. Our faith is grounded upon the eternal truth of the Most High. Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever. The teaching and the character of God are both unaltered. God has not admitted evil to dwell with him; he will not tolerate it in his house; he is eternally its enemy, and is forever the sworn friend of holiness. The church must remain unchanged, and forever be holiness unto the Lord. "Jehovah reigns" is the first words and the main doctrine of the psalm, and holiness is the final result: a due esteem for the great King will lead us to adopt a behavior becoming his royal presence. Divine sovereignty both confirms the promises as sure testimonies, and enforces the precepts as seemly and becoming in the presence of so great a Lord.


  The whole psalm is most impressive, and is calculated to comfort the distressed, confirm the timorous, and assist the devout. O thou who art so great and gracious a King, reign over us forever!


  Psalm 94


  1. O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, show thyself: or, "God of retributions, Jehovah, God of retributions, shine forth!" A very natural prayer when innocence is trampled down, and wickedness exalted on high. If the execution of justice be a right thing -and who can deny the fact? - then it must be a very proper thing to desire it; not out of private revenge, in which case one would hardly dare to appeal to God, but out of sympathy with right, and pity for those who are made wrongfully to suffer. Who can see a nation enslaved, or even an individual downtrodden, without crying to the Lord to arise and vindicate the righteous cause? The toleration of injustice is here attributed to the Lord's being hidden, and it is implied that the bare sight of him will suffice to alarm the tyrants into ceasing their oppressions. God has but to show himself, and the good cause wins the day. He comes, he sees, he conquers! In these evil days we need a display of his power, for the ancient enemies of God and man are again struggling for the mastery, and if they gain it, woe unto the saints of God.


  2. Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth. Ascend thy judgment-seat and be acknowledged as the ruler of people: and, moreover, raise thyself as men do who are about to strike with all their might; for the abounding sin of mankind requires a heavy blow from thy hand. Render a reward to the proud; give them measure for measure, blow for blow. Let them know that thou art far more above them than they can be above the meanest of their fellow-men.


  3. Lord, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph? Shall wrong forever rule? Are slavery, robbery, tyranny never to cease? Since there is certainly a just God in heaven, armed with almighty power, surely there must be sooner or later an end to the ascendancy of evil, innocence must one day find a defender. This how long? of the text is the bitter plaint of all the righteous in all ages, and expresses wonder caused by that great enigma of providence, the existence and predominance of evil. In due time God will publish his reply, but the full end is not yet.


  4. How long shall they utter and speak hard things? The ungodly are not content with deeds of injustice, but they add hard speeches, boasting, threatening, and insulting over the saints. Will the Lord forever endure this? Will he leave his own children much longer to be the prey of their enemies? Words often wound more than swords; they are as hard to the heart as stones to the flesh; and these are poured forth by the ungodly in redundance, for such is the force of the word translated utter; and they use them so commonly that they become their common speech (they utter and speak them) - will this always be endured? And all the workers of iniquity boast themselves? They even talk to themselves, and of themselves, in arrogance of spirit, as if they were doing some good deed when they crush the poor and needy, and spit their spite on gracious men. It is the nature of workers of iniquity to boast, just as it is a characteristic of good men to be humble.


  5. They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, grinding them with oppression, crushing them with contempt. Yet the people they break in pieces are God's own people, and they are persecuted because they are so; this is a strong plea for the divine interposition. And afflict thine heritage, causing them sorrowful humiliation and deep depression of heart. The term thine heritage marks out the election of the saints, God's peculiar interest and delight in them, his covenant relation, of long standing, to them and their fathers; this also is a storehouse of arguments with their faithful God. Will he not defend his own?


  6. They deal most arrogantly with those who are the most evident objects of compassion. The law of God especially commends these poor ones to the kindness of good people, and it is particular wickedness which singles them out to be the victims not only of fraud but of murder. As surely as there is a God in heaven, he will visit those who perpetrate such crimes; though he bear long with them, he will yet take vengeance, and that speedily.


  7. Yet they say, the Lord shall not see. When people believe that the eyes of God are dim, there is no reason to wonder that they give full license to their brutal passions. Neither shall the God of Jacob regard it. How dare the ungodly assert that he will not notice the wrongs done to God's people? There is no limit to the proud profanity of the proud; reason itself cannot restrain them; they have broken through the bounds of common sense. Jacob's God heard him at the brook Jabbok; Jacob's God led him and kept him all his life long, and said concerning him and his family, "Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm"; and yet these brutish ones profess to believe that he neither sees nor regards the injuries wrought upon the elect people! Surely in such unbelievers is fulfilled the saying of the wise, that those whom the Lord means to destroy he leaves to the madness of their corrupt hearts.


  8. Understand, ye brutish among the people. They said that God did not note, and now, using the same word in the original, the psalmist calls on the wicked to note, and have regard to the truth. They thought themselves to be wise, and indeed the only people of wit in the world, but he calls them "boars among the people." When a man has done with God, he has done with his manhood, and has fallen to the level of the ox and the ass, indeed beneath them, for " the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib." Instead of being humbled in the presence of scientific infidels, we ought to pity them. And ye fools, when will ye be wise? Have you no relics of reason left? No shreds of sense?


  9. He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? He made you hear; can he not himself hear? Unanswerable question! It overwhelms the skeptic, and covers him with confusion. He that formed the eye, shall he not see? He gives us vision; is it conceivable that he has no sight himself? If there be a God, he must be a personal intelligent being, and no limit can be set to his knowledge.


  10. He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct? He reproves whole nations; can he not reprove individuals? The question which follows is equally full of force, and is asked with a degree of warmth which checks the speaker, and causes the inquiry to remain incomplete. It begins, He that teacheth man knowledge, and then it comes to a pause, which the translators have supplied with the word, shall not he know? But no such words are in the original, where the sentence comes to an abrupt end, as if the inference were too natural to need to be stated, and the writer had lost patience with the brutish men with whom he had argued. The earnest believer often feels as if he could say, "Go to, you are not worth arguing with!" Human knowledge comes from God. Science in its first principles was taught to our progenitor Adam, and all after advances have been due to divine aid; does not the author and revealer of all knowledge himself know?


  11. Whether people admit or deny that God knows, one thing is here declared, namely, that The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity. Not their words alone are heard, and their works seen, but he reads the secret motions of their minds, for men themselves are not hard to be discerned of him; before his glance they themselves are but vanity. It is in the Lord's esteem no great matter to know the thoughts of such transparent pieces of vanity as mankind are; he sums them up in a moment as poor vain things. This is the sense of the original, but that given in the Authorized Version is also true - the thoughts, the best part, the most spiritual portion of human nature, even these are vanity itself, and nothing better. And yet such a creature as this boasts, plays at monarch, tyrannizes over his fellow worms, and defies his God! Madness is mingled with human vanity, like smoke with the fog, to make it fouler but not more substantial than it would have been alone.


  How foolish are those who think God does not know their actions, when the truth is that their vain thoughts are all perceived by him! How absurd to make nothing of God when in fact we ourselves are as nothing in his sight.


  12. Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord. The psalmist's mind is growing quiet. He no longer complains to God or argues with people, for his faith perceives that with the most afflicted believer all is well. Though he may not feel blessed while smarting under the rod of chastisement, yet blessed he is; he is precious in God's sight, or the Lord would not take the trouble to correct him. The psalmist calls the chastened one a man in the best sense, using the Hebrew word which implies strength. He is a man, indeed, who is under the teaching and training of the Lord. And teacheth him out of thy law. The book and the rod, the law and the chastening, go together, and are made doubly useful by being found in connection. The blessing of God belongs far rather to those who suffer under the divine hand than to those who make others suffer. The afflicted believer is under tuition, he is in training for something higher and better, and all that he meets with is working out his highest good.


  13. The chastening hand and instructive book are sanctified to us, so that we learn to rest in the Lord. We see that his end is our everlasting benefit, and therefore abide quiet under all trying providences and bitter persecutions, waiting our time. The Mighty Hunter is preparing the pit for the brutish ones; they are prowling about at this time, and tearing the sheep, but they will soon be captured and destroyed; therefore the people of the Lord learn to rest in days of adversity, and tarry the leisure of their God.


  14. For the Lord will not cast off his people. He may cast them down, but he never can cast them off. The Lord will not withdraw his love, neither will he forsake his inheritance. For a time he may leave his own with the design of benefiting them, yet never can he utterly destroy them.


  15. But judgment shall return unto righteousness. The great Judge will come, the reign of righteousness will commence, the course of affairs will yet be turned into the right channel, and then all the godly will rejoice. The chariot of right will be drawn in triumph through our streets, and all the upright in heart shall follow it, as in gladsome procession. The government of the world has been for a while in the hands of those who have used it for the basest and most vicious ends; but the cry of prayer will bring back righteousness to the throne, and then every upright heart will have its portion of joy.


  16. Notwithstanding the psalmist's persuasion that all would be well eventually he could not at the time perceive anyone who would stand side by side with him in opposing evil. This also is a bitter trial, and a sore evil under the sun; yet it has its purpose, for it drives the heart still more completely to the Lord, compelling it to rest alone in him. If we could find friends elsewhere, it may be our God would not be so dear to us; but when, after calling upon heaven and earth to help, we meet with no succor but such as comes from the eternal arm, we are led to prize our God, and rest upon him with undivided trust. Never is the soul safer or more at rest than when, all other helpers failing, she leans upon the Lord alone. The verse before us is an appropriate cry, now that the church sees error invading her on all sides, while faithful ministers are few, and fewer still are bold enough to stand up and defy the enemies of truth. A false charity has enfeebled most of the valiant men of Israel. Our grand consolation is that the God of Knox and Luther is yet with us, and in due time will call out his chosen champions.


  17. Without Jehovah's help the psalmist declares that he would have died outright, and gone into the silent land, where no more testimonies can be borne for the living God. Or he may mean that he would not have had a word to speak against his enemies, but would have been wrapped in speechless shame. Blessed be God, we are not left to that condition yet, for the Almighty Lord is still the helper of those who look to him. Our inmost soul is bowed down when we see the victories of the Lord's enemies - we cannot brook it, we cover our mouths in confusion; but he will yet arise and avenge his own cause, therefore have we hope.


  18. When I said. My foot slippeth - is slipping even now: I perceived my danger, and cried out in horror, and then, at the very moment of my extremity, came the needed help. Thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. Often enough is this the case: we feel our weakness, and see our danger, and in fear and trembling we cry out. At such times nothing can help us but mercy; we can make no appeal to any fancied merit, for we feel that it is our inbred sin which makes our feet so ready to fail us; our joy is that mercy endures forever, and is always at hand to pluck us out of the danger, and hold us up.


  19. In the multitude of my thoughts within me. When I am tossed to and fro with various reasonings, distractions, questionings, and forebodings, I will fly to my true rest, for thy comforts delight my soul. From my sinful thoughts, my vain thoughts, my sorrowful thoughts, my griefs, my cares, my conflicts, I will hasten to the Lord; he has divine comforts, and these will not only console but actually delight me. How sweet are the comforts of the Spirit! Who can muse upon eternal love, immutable purposes, covenant promises, finished redemption, the risen Saviour, his union with his people, the coming glory, and such like themes, without feeling his heart leaping with joy? The little world within is, like the great world without, full of confusion and strife; but when Jesus enters it, and whispers, "Peace be unto you," there is a calm.


  20. Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee? God enters into no alliance with unjust authority; he gives no sanction to unrighteous legislation. Which frameth mischief by a law? They legalize robbery and violence, and then plead that it is the law of the land; and so indeed it may be, but it is a wickedness for all that. No injustice can be permanent, for God will not set his seal upon it, nor have any fellowship with it, and therefore down it must come, and happy will be the day which sees it fall.


  21. They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous. So many are there of them that they crowd their assemblies, and carry their hard measures with enthusiasm; they are the popular party, and are eager to put down the saints. And condemn the innocent blood. They are great at slander and false accusation, nor do they stick at murder; no crime is too great for them, if only they can trample on the servants of the Lord. This description is historically true in reference to persecuting times. The dominant sect has the law on its side, and boasts that it is the national church; but the law which establishes and endows one religion rather than another is radically an injustice.


  22. Let the wicked gather as they may, the psalmist is not afraid, but sweetly sings. Firm as a rock is Jehovah's love, and there do we go for shelter.


  23. The natural result of oppression is the destruction of the despot; his own iniquities crush him ere long. He shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness. While the stolen bread is in their mouths wrath slays them. God himself conspicuously visits them, and reveals his own power in their overthrow. Yea, the Lord our God shall cut them off.


  Here, then, the matter ends; faith reads the present in the light of the future, and ends her song without a trembling note.


  Psalm 95


  1. O come, let us sing unto the Lord. We love him, we admire him, we reverence him; let us express our feelings with the choicest sounds, using our noblest faculty for its noblest end. It is well thus to urge others to magnify the Lord, but we must be careful to set a worthy example ourselves, so that we may be able not only to cry Come, but also to add let us sing, because we are singing ourselves. It is to be feared that very much even of religious singing is not unto the Lord, but unto the ear of the congregation: above all things we must in our service of song take care that all we offer is with the heart's sin-cerest and most fervent intent directed towards the Lord himself. Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. With holy enthusiasm let us sing, making a sound which indicates our earnestness; with abounding joy let us lift up our voices, actuated by that happy and peaceful spirit which trustful love is sure to foster. The author of this song had in his mind's eye the rock, the tabernacle, the Red Sea, and the mountains of Sinai, and he alludes to them all in this first part of his hymn. God is our abiding, immutable, and mighty rock, and in him we find deliverance and safety; therefore it becomes us to praise him with heart and with voice from day to day; and especially should we delight to do this when we assemble as his people for public worship.


  2. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving. Here is probably a reference to the special presence of God in the Holy of Holies above the mercy-seat, and also to the glory which shone forth out of the cloud which rested above the tabernacle. Everywhere God is present, but there is a special presence of grace and glory into which us should never come without the pro-foundest reverence. We may make bold to come before the immediate presence of the Lord - for the voice of the Holy Spirit in this psalm invites us, and when we do draw near to him we should remember his great goodness to us and cheerfully confess it. Our worship should have reference to the past as well as to the future; if we do not bless the Lord for what we have already received, how can we reasonably look for more. We are permitted to bring our petitions, and therefore we are in honor bound to bring our thanksgivings. And make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. We should shout as exaltingly as those do who triumph in war, and as solemnly as those whose utterance is a psalm. It is not always easy to unite enthusiasm with reverence, and it is a frequent fault to destroy one of these qualities while straining after the other. The perfection of singing is that which unites joy with gravity, exultation with humility, fervency with sobriety. The invitation given in the first verse is thus repeated in the second with the addition of directions, which indicate more fully the intent of the writer. One can imagine David in earnest tones persuading his people to go up with him to the worship of Jehovah with sound of harp and hymn, and holy delight. The gladsomeness of his exhortation is noteworthy. The noise is to be joyful; this quality he insists upon twice. It is to be feared that this is too much overlooked in ordinary services; people are so impressed with the idea that they ought to be serious that they put on the aspect of misery, and quite forget that joy is as much a characteristic of true worship as solemnity itself.


  3. No doubt the surrounding nations imagined Jehovah to be a merely local deity, the god of a small nation, and therefore one of the inferior deities; the psalmist utterly repudiates such an idea. Idolaters tolerated gods many and lords many, giving to each a certain measure of respect; the monotheism of the Jews was not content with this concession; it rightly claimed for Jehovah the chief place, and the supreme power. This verse and the following supply some of the reasons for worship, drawn from the being, greatness, and sovereign dominion of the Lord.


  4. In his hand are the deep places of the earth. He is the God of the valleys and the hills, the caverns, and the peaks. Far down where miners sink their shafts, deeper yet where lie the secret oceans by which springs are fed, and deepest of all in the unknown abyss where the huge central fires of earth rage, there Jehovah's power is felt, and all things are under the dominion of his hand. When Israel drank of the crystal fount which welled up from the great deep, below the smitten rock, the people knew that in the Lord's hands were the deep places of the earth. The strength of the hills is his also. When Sinai was issuing smoke the tribes learned that Jehovah was God of the hills as well as of the valleys. Everywhere and at all times is this true. Strength is the main thought which strikes the mind when gazing on those vast ramparts of cliff which front the raging sea, or peer into the azure sky, piercing the clouds, but it is to the devout mind the strength of God; hints of Omnipotence are given by those stern rocks which brave the fury of the elements, and like walls of brass defy the assaults of nature in her wildest rage.


  5. The sea is his. This was seen to be true at the Red Sea when the waters saw their God, and obediently stood aside to open a pathway for his people. It was not Egypt's sea though it washed her shores. The Lord on high reigned supreme over the flood, as King forever and ever. So is it with the broad ocean; Neptune is but a phantom, the Lord is God of ocean. And he made it. Hence his right and sovereignty.


  And his hands formed the dry land. As the potter molds his clay, so did Jehovah with his hands fashion the habitable parts of the earth. Count it all as the floor of a temple where the footprints of the present Deity are visible before your eyes if you do but care to see.


  6. Here the exhortation to worship is renewed and backed with a motive which, to Israel of old, and to Christians now, is especially powerful; for both the Israel after the flesh and the Israel of faith may be described as the people of his pasture, and by both he is called "our God." O come, let us worship and bow down. The adoration is to be humble. The "joyful noise" is to be accompanied with lowliest reverence. We are to worship in such style that the bowing indicates that we count ourselves as nothing in the presence of the all-glorious Lord. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker. Posture is not everything - prayer is heard when knees cannot bend - but it is seemly that an adoring heart should show its awe by prostrating the body, and bending the knee.


  7. For he is our God. Here is the master reason for worship. Jehovah has entered into covenant with us, and from all the world beside has shown us to be his own elect. Happy is the person who can sincerely believe that this sentence is true in reference to himself. And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. As he belongs to us, so do we belong to him. And we are his as the people whom he daily feeds and protects. Our pastures are not ours, but his; we draw all our supplies from his stores. We are his, just as sheep belong to the shepherd, and his hand is our rule, our guidance, our government, our succor, our source of supply. Israel was led through the desert, and we are led through this life by "that great Shepherd of the sheep." Can we refuse to worship and bow down when we clearly see that this God is our God forever and ever, and will be our guide, even unto death?


  But what is this warning which follows? The favored nation grew deaf to their Lord's command, and proved not to be truly his sheep, of whom it is written, "My sheep hear my voice"; will this turn out to be our character also? God forbid. Today if ye will hear his voice. Dreadful if. Many would not hear; they put off the claims of love, and provoked their God. Today, in the hour of grace, in the day of mercy, we are tried as to whether we have an ear for the voice of our Creator. Nothing is said of tomorrow; he presses for immediate attention; for our own sakes he asks instantaneous obedience.


  8. Harden not your heart. We cannot soften our hearts, but we can harden them, and the consequences will be fatal. As in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness (or, "like Meribah, like the day of Massah in the wilderness"). Be not willfully, wantonly, repeatedly, obstinately rebellious. Let the example of that unhappy generation serve as a beacon; do not repeat the offenses which have already more than enough provoked the Lord.


  9. When your fathers tempted me. As far as they could do so they tempted God to change his usual way, and to do their sinful bidding. God's way is perfect, and when we would have him alter it to please us, we are guilty of tempting him; and the fact that we do so in vain, while it magnifies the Lord's holiness, by no means excuses our guilt. We are in most danger of this sin in times of need, for then it is that we are apt to fall into unbelief, and to demand a change in those arrangements of providence which are the transcript of perfect holiness and infinite wisdom. Proved me. They put the Lord to needless tests, demanding new miracles, fresh interpositions, and renewed tokens of his presence. Are we not prone to demand specialities, with the alternative secretly offered in our hearts, that if they do not come at our bidding we will disbelieve? True, the Lord is very condescending, and frequently grants us marvelous evidences of his power, but we ought not to require them. If we were forever testing the love of our wife or husband, and remained unconvinced after years of faithfulness, we should wear out the utmost human patience. Friendship only flourishes in the atmosphere of confidence; shall the Lord God, true and immutable, be day after day suspected by his own people? Will not this provoke him to anger? And saw my work. They tested him again and again, though each time his work was conclusive evidence of his faithfulness. We must forever be seeing, or we waver in our believing.


  10. Forty years long was I grieved with this generation. The impression upon the divine mind is most vivid; he sees them before him now, and calls them this generation. He does not leave his prophets to upbraid the sin, but himself utters the complaint and declares that he was grieved, nauseated, and disgusted. It is no small thing which can grieve our long-suffering God to the extent which the Hebrew word here indicates, and if we reflect a moment we shall see the abundant provocation here given; for no one who values his veracity can endure to be suspected, mistrusted, and belied, when there is no ground for it. Which shall we most wonder at, the cruel insolence of mankind or the tender patience of the Lord? And said. It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways. Their heart was obstinately and constantly at fault; it was not their head which erred, but their very heart was perverse: love, which appealed to their affections, could not convert them. The heart is the mainspring of the man, and if it be not in order, the entire nature is thrown out of gear. If sin were only skin-deep, it might be a slight matter; but since it has defiled the soul, the case is bad indeed. Wanderers in body, they were also wanderers in heart. Are we better than they? Are we not quite as apt to misinterpret the dealings of the Lord? Many treat unbelief as a minor fault, even rather as an infirmity than a crime, but the Lord thinketh not so.


  11. There can be no rest to an unbelieving heart. If man and miracles could not satisfy Israel, neither would they have been content with the land which flowed with milk and honey. Solemn warning this to all who leave the way of faith for paths of petulant grumbling and mistrust. The rebels of old could not enter in because of unbelief; "let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of us should even seem to come short of it."


  One blessed inference from this psalm must not be forgotten. It is clear that there is a rest of God, and that some must enter into it. The unbelievers could not enter, but "we which have believed do enter into rest." Let us enjoy it, and praise the Lord for it forever. While we do so, let us "come into his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms."


  Psalm 96


  1. O sing unto the Lord a new song. New joys are filling human hearts, for the glad tidings of blessing to all people are proclaimed; therefore let them sing a new song. Angels inaugurated the new dispensation with new songs, and shall not we take up the strain? Unto the one only God all music is to be dedicated.


  Mourning is over, and the time of the singing of hearts has come. People are made new creatures, and their song is new also.


  Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. National jealousies are dead; a Jew invites the Gentiles to adore, and joins with them. All the earth Jehovah made, and all the earth must sing to him. Nor people alone, but the earth itself is to praise its Maker. Made subject to vanity for a while by a sad necessity, the creation itself also is to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, and brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God, so that sea and forest, field and flood, are to be joyful before the Lord.


  2. Sing unto the Lord, bless his name. Thrice is the name of the Lord repeated, and not without meaning. Is it not unto the Three-One Lord that the enlightened nations will sing? Unitarianism is the religion of units; it is too cold to warm the world to worship; the sacred fire of adoration only burns with vehement flame where the Trinity is believed in and beloved. In other ways beside singing, the blessed Lord is to be blessed. His name, his fame, his character, his revealed word and will are to be delighted in, and remembered with perpetual thanksgiving. We may well bless him who so divinely blesses us. Show forth his salvation from day to day. The Gospel is the clearest revelation of himself; salvation outshines creation and providence. Let us proclaim the glad tidings, and do so continually, never ceasing the blissful testimony. Each day brings us deeper experience of our saving God, each day shows us anew how deeply we need his salvation, each day reveals the power of the Gospel, each day the Spirit strives with the sons of men; therefore, never pausing, be it ours to tell out the glorious message of free grace. Let those do this who know for themselves what his salvation means.


  3. Dedare his glory among the heathen. His salvation is his glory, the word of the Gospel glorifies him; and this should be published far and wide, till the remotest nations of the earth have known it. Too often the name of the Lord Jesus has been dishonored among the heathen by the vices and cruelties of those who call themselves Christians; may this fact excite true believers to greater diligence in causing the Gospel to be proclaimed as with a trumpet in all quarters of the habitable globe. His wonders among all people. The Gospel is a mass of wonders, its history is full of wonders, and it is in itself far more marvelous than miracles themselves. In his Son the Lord has displayed wonders of love, wisdom, grace, and power. All nations need to hear of God's marvelous works; and if a really living, self-denying church would solemnly resolve that right speedily they all shall hear thereof. The tribes which are dying out are not to be excluded from Gospel teaching. None are too degraded, none too cultured, none too savage, and none too refined.


  4. FortheLoRDisgreatandgreatlytobepraised. Nothing mean or narrow can be found in him or his acts; in all things he is infinite. Praise should be proportionate to its object; therefore let it be infinite when rendered unto the Lord.


  All the honor rendered unto him should be given in largeness of heart, with the utmost zeal for his glory. He is to be feared above all gods. Dread of other gods is mere superstition; awe of the Lord is pure religion. Holy fear is the beginning of the graces, and yet it is the accompaniment of their highest range.


  5. For all the gods of the nations are idols. Mere images of wood and stone, vanities, nothings. But the Lord made the heavens. The reality of his Godhead is proved by his works. The idol gods have no existence, but our God is the author of all existences; they are mere earthly vanities, while he is not only heavenly, but made the heavens.


  6. Honor and majesty are before him. People can but mimic these things; their pompous pageants are but the pretense of greatness. In the presence of Jehovah real glory and sovereignty abide. Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. In him are combined all that is mighty and lovely, powerful and resplendent. In Chronicles we read strength and gladness; and the two renderings do not disagree in sense. Not in outward show or parade of costly robes does the glory of God consist; such things are tricks of state with which the ignorant are dazzled; holiness, justice, wisdom, grace, these are the splendors of Jehovah's courts.


  7. The first six verses commenced with an exhortation to sing, three times repeated, with the name of the Lord thrice mentioned; here we meet with the expression Give unto the Lord, used in the same triple manner. The invocation of the sweet singer is still addressed to all mankind, to whom he speaks as Ye kindreds of the people. Divided into tribes and families, we are called in our courses and order to appear before him and ascribe to him all honor. Family worship is especially pleasing unto him who is the God of all the families of Israel. Give unto the Lord glory and strength; that is to say, recognize the glory and power of Jehovah, and ascribe them unto him in your solemn hymns. Great nations, who count yourselves both famous and mighty, cease your boastings! Monarchs, who are styled imperial and powerful, humble yourselves in the dust before the only Potentate. Glory and strength are nowhere to be found save with the Lord; all others possess but the semblance thereof.


  8. Give unto the Lord glory due unto his name. However much of zealous homage we may offer to him, we cannot give him more than his due. If we cannot bring in the full revenue which he justly claims, at least let us not fail from want of honest endeavor. Bring an offering, and come into his courts. Atonement for sin having been made, it only remains to bring thank-offerings, and let not these be forgotten. When assembling for public worship we should make a point of bringing with us a contribution to his cause, according to that ancient word, "None of you shall appear before me empty." The time will come when from all ranks and all nations the Lord will receive gifts when they gather together for his worship.


  9. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. This is the only beauty which he cares for in our public services, and it is one for which no other can compensate. Beauty of architecture and apparel he does not regard; moral and spiritual beauty is that in which his soul delighteth. Worship must not be rendered to God in a slovenly, sinful, superficial manner; we must be reverent, sincere, earnest, and pure in heart both in our prayers and praises. Fear before him, all the earth. "Tremble" is the word in the original, and it expresses the profoundest awe, just as the word "worship" does, which would be more accurately translated by "bow down." Even the bodily frame would be moved to trembling and prostration if people were thoroughly conscious of the power and glory of Jehovah. The sight of the King in his beauty caused no alarm to John in Patmos, and yet it made him fall at his feet as dead.


  10. Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth. This is the gladdest news which can be carried to them - the Lord Jehovah, in the person of his Son, has assumed the throne, and taken to himself his great power. Tell this out among the heathen, and let the heathen themselves, being converted, repeat the same rejoicingly. The world also shall be established that it shall not be moved. A settled government is essential to national prosperity; the reign of the God of truth and righteousness will promote this to the highest degree. Sin has shaken the world; the reign of Jesus will set it fast again upon sure foundations. He shall judge the people righteously. Iniquity makes the dynasties of tyrants fall; equity causes the throne of Jesus to stand. He will impartially rule over Jew and Gentile, prince and peasant.


  11. Let the heaven rejoice, and let the earth be glad. Above and below let the joy be manifested. Let the angels who have stood in amazement at the wickedness of men now rejoice over their repentance and restoration to favor, and let men themselves express their pleasure in seeing their true prince set upon his throne. Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let it be no more a troubled sea; let all its teeming life express the utmost joy because the Lord reigneth even in the depth of the sea. In common with the rest of the creation, the sea has groaned and travailed until now.


  12. Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein. Let the cultivated plains praise the Lord. Peace enables their owners to plow and sow and reap, without fear of the rapine of invaders, and therefore in glad notes they applaud him whose empire is peace. Both men, and creatures that graze the plain, and the crops themselves are represented as swelling the praises of Jehovah. Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice. He does not say, let them rejoice, but they shall do so. Perhaps the psalmist was thinking of the birds.
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