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In "Country Life in Canada Fifty Years Ago," Canniff Haight immerses readers in a vivid tapestry of rural existence during the mid-19th century. Through rich, descriptive prose and meticulous observation, the book captures the everyday lives, struggles, and joys of Canadian farm families, as well as their connection to the land and community. Haight employs a nostalgic lens, reflecting on a simpler time marked by agricultural practices, seasonal cycles, and evolving social dynamics, positioning his account within the larger context of Canadian societal transformation as the nation approached modernization. Canniff Haight, a prominent figure in Canadian literature, was acutely aware of the shifts occurring within his country, influenced by his background in medicine and his appreciation for the natural world. His experiences as a settler in Ontario afforded him firsthand insight into the complexities of rural life, fostering a deep respect for the traditions and stories that characterize this era. Such personal connections undoubtedly inform his narrative, as he skillfully intertwines historical authenticity with a personal touch. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in Canadian history or the evolution of rural life. Haight's insightful observations not only chronicle the past but also provoke reflection on the enduring ties between people and their environment. Readers will find a treasure trove of cultural heritage, making it a compelling addition to the libraries of historians, literature enthusiasts, and anyone curious about Canada's rich agricultural roots.
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In "List of Post Offices in Canada, with the Names of the Postmasters ... 1864," the Canada Post Office Department presents a meticulously compiled directory that serves as an invaluable resource for understanding the development of Canada's postal system during the mid-19th century. The text is characterized by a straightforward, bureaucratic style, reflecting the administrative nature of the material while capturing a crucial transitional period in Canadian history. This publication not only catalogs post offices but also highlights the significance of local governance and community structure, illustrating how communication infrastructures underpinned the growing nation'Äôs social and economic frameworks. The Canada Post Office Department, tasked with the careful administration of postal services, draws on a wealth of historical data and regional insights, revealing the challenges and successes faced in establishing a reliable postal network. The compilation underscores the importance of postmasters and local postal workers, whose dedication facilitated communication across the vast territories of Canada. Their roles were integral in connecting communities, particularly in an era when information exchange was vital for sustaining social cohesion and commercial growth. This book is highly recommended for historians, genealogists, and avid readers interested in the intricacies of Canadian history and postal development. Its detailed records provide not only a snapshot of the individuals who served as postmasters but also contextualize the evolution of postal services, making it an essential reference for anyone seeking to delve into the sociocultural landscape of 19th century Canada.
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In "List of Post Offices in Canada, with the Names of the Postmasters ... 1866," the Canada Post Office Department meticulously catalogues the burgeoning infrastructure of Canada'Äôs postal service during a pivotal era of nation-building. This comprehensive compilation not only chronicles the establishment of post offices across the provinces but also presents a social snapshot of the time, reflecting the names and regions of dozens of postmasters that served this essential function. Written in a formal governmental style, the text serves as both a historic record and a vital resource for understanding the evolution of communication in a young nation striving for cohesion and connectivity amidst vast geographical challenges. The Canada Post Office Department, entrenched in the bureaucratic advancements of the mid-19th century, aimed to foster effective communication across Canada, a vast and diverse territory rapidly developing post-Confederation. The creation of this directory illustrates the organizational efforts necessary to coordinate public services in an expanding nation while highlighting the individuals who facilitated these essential tasks. This document exemplifies the governmental commitment to building national infrastructure during a time of significant political and social upheaval. This book is highly recommended for historians, genealogists, and bibliophiles interested in Canada's postal history and its role in national identity formation. It not only serves as an invaluable reference for understanding the social fabric of 1866 Canada but also offers insight into the lives of those who contributed to the growth of the postal network, enriching our appreciation of the era's communication dynamics.
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In "The Ontario Archives: Scope of its Operations," Alexander Fraser meticulously examines the extensive roles and responsibilities of the Ontario Archives within the broader spectrum of historical preservation and public accessibility. Employing a clear, informative style, Fraser navigates through the intricate operations of the archives, delineating their significance in safeguarding the province'Äôs rich heritage. His analytical approach situates the work within the growing discourse of archival science, addressing contemporary challenges and adaptations necessary in an ever-evolving digital landscape, making it a seminal resource for scholars and practitioners alike. Alexander Fraser, a noted historian and archivist with decades of experience in the field, draws from his thorough understanding of archival practices to illuminate the often-overlooked mechanisms underpinning the preservation of Ontario's historical documents. His insights are informed by his extensive career spent both in public service and academia, coupled with a passionate commitment to fostering public engagement with history, thereby enriching the scholarly understanding of how archives operate within society. This book is highly recommended for archivists, historians, and anyone invested in heritage preservation. Fraser'Äôs careful elucidation of the Ontario Archives not only informs but also inspires a deeper appreciation of archival work as it intersects with public history, making it an essential addition to the library of every serious scholar in the field.
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In "The Canadian Commonwealth," Agnes C. Laut meticulously examines the emergence of Canada as a distinctive nation, poised at the intersection of British colonial legacy and burgeoning nationalism. Through a blend of analytical narrative and lyrical prose, Laut draws on a wealth of historical contexts, negotiating the complexities of identity, governance, and place within the larger British Empire. Employing vivid descriptions and engaging anecdotes, this work not only illuminates the path to Canadian Confederation but also reveals the socio-political currents that shaped the country's development in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Agnes C. Laut, a pioneering Canadian author and journalist, dedicated her life to documenting the untold narratives of Canada's past. Born in 1867, Laut's vast experiences as a traveler and chronicler of the Canadian wilderness deeply informed her perspectives. Her work often bridges the gap between scholarly research and accessible storytelling, aiming to illuminate her nation's heritage for both lay readers and historians alike. Laut'Äôs strong advocacy for women's rights and her keen sense of social issues are evidently interwoven into her historical analysis, highlighting her commitment to a comprehensive understanding of Canadian society. "The Canadian Commonwealth" is an essential read for anyone interested in Canadian history or the intricate dynamics of colonialism and identity. Laut'Äôs compelling narrative invites readers to appreciate the remarkable tapestry of Canada's past while fostering a deeper understanding of its present. Scholars, students, and history enthusiasts alike will find this book an invaluable resource that resonates with contemporary explorations of national identity.
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All public lands in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta are controlled
and administered by the Dominion Government through the Department of
the Interior. The lands disposed of as free homesteads (Government
grants) under certain conditions involving residence and improvements,
are surveyed into square blocks, six miles long by six miles wide,
called townships. When these improvements are completed and duties
performed, a patent or crown deed is issued.

THE FOLLOWING IS A PLAN OF A TOWNSHIP
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Each township is subdivided into 36 square blocks or sections one mile
square and containing 640 acres and numbered from one to thirty-six.
Each section is divided into four quarter-sections of 160 acres each.

The four quarters of the section are described, as the northeast, the
northwest, the southeast and the southwest quarter.

Who Is Eligible. The sole head of a family or any male eighteen years of
age or over, who is a British subject or who declares his intention to
become a British subject; a widow having minor children of her own
dependent upon her for support.

Acquiring Homestead. To acquire a homestead applicant must make entry in
person, either at the Dominion Lands Office for the district in which
the land applied for is situate, or at a sub-agency authorized to
transact business in such district. At the time of entry a fee of $10
must be paid. The certificate of entry which is then granted the
applicant gives him authority to enter upon the land and maintain full
possession of it as long as he complies with the homestead requirements.

Cattle Provision to Secure Homestead. With certain restriction, stock
may be substituted in lieu of cultivation.

Residence. To earn patent for homestead, a person must reside in a
habitable house upon the land for six months during each of three years.
Such residence however, need not be commenced before six months after
the date on which entry for the land was secured.

Improvement Duties. Before being eligible to apply for patent, a
homesteader must break (plough up) thirty acres of the homestead, of
which twenty acres must be cropped. It is also required that a
reasonable proportion of this cultivation must be done during each
homestead year.

Application for Patent. When a homesteader has completed his residence
and cultivation duties he makes application for patent before the Agent
of Dominion Lands for the district in which the homestead is situate, or
before a sub-agent authorized to deal with lands in such district. If
the duties have been satisfactorily performed patent issues to the
homesteader shortly after without any further action on his part, and
the land thus becomes his absolute property.

Timber and Fuel. An occupant of a homestead quarter-section, having no
suitable timber of his own, may obtain on payment of a 25-cent fee a
permit to cut 3,000 lineal feet of building timber, 400 roof poles, 500
fence posts, 2,000 fence rails. Homesteaders and all bona fide settlers,
without timber on their own farms, may also obtain permits to cut dry
timber for their own use on their farms for fuel and fencing.

CUSTOMS REGULATIONS

A settler may bring into Canada, free of duty, live stock for the farm
on the following basis, if he has actually owned such live stock abroad
for at least six months before his removal to Canada, and has brought
them into Canada within one year after his first arrival viz: If horses
only are brought in, 16 allowed. If cattle are brought in, 16 allowed;
if sheep are brought in 160 allowed; if swine are brought in, 160
allowed. If horses, cattle, sheep and swine are brought in together, or
part of each, the same proportions as above are to be observed.

Duty is to be paid on live stock in excess of the number above provided
for. For customs entry purposes a mare with a colt under six months old
is to be reckoned as one animal; a cow with a calf under six months old
is also to be reckoned as one animal. Cattle and other live stock
imported into Canada are subject to Quarantine Regulations.

The following articles have free entry:

Settler's effects, free viz: Wearing apparel, household furniture, books,
implements and tools of trade, occupation, or employment: guns, musical
instruments, domestic sewing machines, typewriters, live stock,
bicycles, carts, and other vehicles, and agricultural implements in use
by the settler for at least six months before his removal to Canada, not
to include machinery or articles imported for use in any manufacturing
establishment or for sale; also books, pictures, family plate or
furniture, personal effects, and heirlooms left by bequest; provided,
that any dutiable articles entered as settlers' effects may not be so
entered unless brought with the settler on his first arrival, and shall
not be sold or otherwise disposed of without payment of duty until after
twelve months' actual use in Canada.

The settler will be required to take oath that all of the articles have
been owned by himself or herself for at least six months before removal
to Canada; and that none have been imported as merchandise, for use in a
manufacturing establishment or as a contractor's outfit, or for sale,
and that he or she intend becoming a permanent settler within the
Dominion of Canada, and that the "Live Stock" enumerated is intended for
his or her own use on the farm which he or she is about to occupy (or
cultivate), and not for sale or speculative purposes, nor for the use of
any other person or persons.

FREIGHT REGULATIONS

1. Carloads of Settlers' Effects, the property of the settler, may be
made up of the following described property for the benefit of actual
settlers, viz: Live stock, any number up to but not exceeding ten (10)
head, all told, viz: Cattle, calves, sheep, hogs, mules, or horses (the
customs will admit free of duty in numbers referred to in Customs
paragraph above, but railway regulations only permit ten head in each
car); Household Goods and personal property (second-hand); Wagons or
other vehicles for personal use (second-hand); Farm Machinery,
Implements, and Tools (all second-hand); Soft-wood Lumber (Pine,
Hemlock, or Spruce—only) and Shingles, which must not exceed 2,000 feet
in all, or the equivalent thereof; or in lieu of, not in addition to the
lumber and shingles, a Portable House may be shipped; Seed Grain, small
quantity of trees or shrubbery; small lot live poultry or pet animals;
and sufficient feed for the live stock while on the journey. Settlers'
Effects rates, however, will not apply on shipments of second-hand
Wagons, Buggies, Farm Machinery, Implements, or Tools, unless
accompanied by Household Goods.

2. Should the allotted number of live stock be exceeded, the additional
animals will be charged for at proportionate rates over and above the
carload rate for the Settlers' Effects, but the total charge for any one
such car will not exceed the regular rate for a straight carload of Live
Stock.

3. Passes—One man will be passed free in charge of live stock when
forming part of carloads, to feed, water, and care for them in transit.
Agents will use the usual form of Live Stock Contract.

4. Less than carloads will be understood to mean only Household Goods
(second-hand), Wagons or other vehicles for personal use (second-hand),
and (second-hand) Farm Machinery, Implements, and Tools. Less than
carload lots must be plainly addressed. Minimum charge on any shipment
will be 100 pounds at regular first-class rate.

5. Merchandise, such as groceries, provisions, hardware, etc., also
implements, machinery, vehicles, etc., if new, will not be regarded as
Settlers' Effects, and, if shipped, will be charged at the regular
classified tariff rates. Agents, both at loading and delivering
stations, therefore, give attention to the prevention of the loading of
the contraband articles and see that the actual weights are way-billed
when carloads exceed 24,000 lbs. on lines north of St. Paul.
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