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“Luci Shaw crowns a lifetime of poetry with angels literally everywhere in her shining lines. She demonstrates a holy attention. For her, she says, the writing of these poems is ‘like knitting smoke.’ For us, however, this ‘smoke lifts / like a scarf for an angel.’”


—PAUL J. WILLIS, author of Somewhere to Follow


“In this book, more daringly than ever before, Luci is ‘enabled to investigate/ the underside of the obvious.’ She concludes that even during the pandemic, ‘we are joined in love, never alone.’”


—JEANNE MURRAY WALKER, author of The Geography of Memory


“Luci Shaw has faithfully plowed the field of words for more than a half-century, planting and nurturing gardens to nourish us. The poet is ‘blindsided by / the beauty of blossoms’ and she considers how to ‘turn / back in time… / re-inscribing it / fresh…with/ a vivid spectrum of color.’ This is precisely what we need—to look up again, and glimpse hope.”


—BRUCE HERMAN, Lothlórien Distinguished Chair in Fine Arts, Gordon College


“Every reader of Luci Shaw’s work knows there are, indeed, angels everywhere. She is an incarnational writer and these new poems are rooted in the flesh. This is not a book of memory, but a book of living fully in the present, trusting in the unknowable, and always moving towards what is radiant, even if such going forth comes at a cost.”


—ROBERT CORDING, author of Only So Far: Poems


“Luci Shaw’s poems are messengers from a greater world. She catches a wide range of light—from small glass shards to larger pieces glancing from the sun. ‘I want birds to fly / in and out of my poems,’ she says. Shaw captures our longing for flight during our captivity to the pandemic. Thank goodness for these power lines.”


—DIANE GLANCY, author of Home is the Road: Wandering the Land, Shaping the Spirit


“Luci Shaw opens wide this world’s windows to honest contemplation and contagious hope. Most importantly, Shaw teaches us ‘to move the air of … thinking,’ making space for vision and grace. In a world brimming with both beauty and pestilence, each poem is a tiny baptism.”


—MARJORIE MADDOX, author of Begin with a Question


“‘The poet’s job is elemental,’ writes Luci Shaw. ‘Notice. And make notes.’ Clearly Shaw takes her own advice and has noticed that angels are everywhere. We can be grateful for her gift for noticing as we read this latest volume by our most prolific poet of faith.”


—MARK JARMAN, author of The Heronry and Dailiness


“In the material world we too often take for granted, eternal verities open up at the poet’s attention. For Luci Shaw, each event, each circumstance says its own angelic name everywhere inside the name of God.”


—JEANINE HATHAWAY, author of Long After Lauds


“Luci Shaw reminds us that angels are messengers from another world and that they can be found everywhere, especially in the concrete Here and Now. Her poetry translates these messages for us through the formal brilliance of their language. Each of these exquisite poems is an Annunciation.”


—GREGORY WOLFE, author of Beauty Will Save the World


“Shaw is, as ever, eager to translate the testimonies of all things great and small, from the behemoth to a bud on a chestnut bough. Seizing upon searing encounters in nature that she calls ‘little revelations,’ she opens occasions of transcendence. Her clear-eyed faith kindles within me a longing ‘to drink wind free as wine.’”


—JEFFREY OVERSTREET, author of Auralia’s Colors and Through a Screen Darkly
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For some of the angels in my life:


Jennie, Claudia, Deb, Laurie, Doreen
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ALSO BY LUCI SHAW



POETRY


Listen to the Green


The Secret Trees


Postcard from the Shore


Polishing the Petoskey Stone


Writing the River


The Angles of Light


The Green Earth


Waterlines


What the Light Was Like


Harvesting Fog


Scape


Eye of the Beholder


The Generosity


FOR CHILDREN


The Genesis of It All


The O in Hope


WITH MADELEINE L’ENGLE


Wintersong


A Prayerbook for Spiritual Friends


Friends for the Journey


NONFICTION


God in the Dark


Water My Soul


The Crime of Living Cautiously


Adventure of Ascent


The Thumbprint in the Clay
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