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This is 

El Born! 
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View from a rooftop in carrer 

del Rec towards via Laietana 

Santa Maria 

del Mar 

Church 

chimney fan from one 

of the many restaurants 
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It’s the start of a long day in La Ribera neighbourhood, 

better known worldwide as El Born. From the rooftop 

of a friend’s house I see, along with some icons of this 

part of the city, the stallholder setting up his stall, the first 

shopkeepers pulling up the blinds and patient parents 

taking their kids to school by bike.The neighbourhood’s 

daily relay race has just begun... 

chimney in 

the former 

Casa de la 

Moneda 

the cathedral 
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An early morning 

stroll is a privilege: 

everything is fresh 

and clean, ready for you 

to be the first one 

to walk around. 

Explore the alleys in 

El Born and let 

yourself be guided 

by simple curiosity. 

And if you are also 

something of a voyeur, 

look up to discover 

what is revealed in the 

heights, in this 

very special world 

of balconies. 

This is the typical balcony 

in the old centre of Barcelona: 

roller blind and lots of ferns. 

A gift to the passer-by. 

the classic: 

with clothesline 

and protective 

plastic 
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the hedonist’s 

bike park-balcony 

long live 

tradition! 
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...desayuno, petit déjeuner, 

esmorzar, 

fruhstuck... Quick sandwiches from the bakery 

in carrer dels Agullers, an exquisite croissant at 

Bubó, or an Indian tea and carrot cake with 

a book at 

CAFÈ DEL BORN

. 

¨ 

¨ 
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Former neighbourhood 

grocers, now almost an 

empire, run by the Vila family 

(Maria, Quim and Eva) since 

1932. Over 7,500 references 

including wines, spirits 

and sparkling wines and 

select charcuterie

. 

Agullers, 7 

The most traditional shops 

are from the period when 

the former El Born market 

was the city’s central market. 

Many have vanished, but some 

of those surviving have 

reinvented themselves 

and adapted to the recent 

blossoming of the neighbourhood 

and have developed their own 

character heroically distancing 

themselves from globalism. 
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This monument commemorates the fallen in the 1714 siege of Barcelona 

during the War of Spanish Succession. Many of them were buried here in a mass grave. 

P L A Ç A 

D E L 

F O S S A R 

D E 

L E S 

M O R E R E S 





[image: image]

Santa Maria, 4 

Butcher’s specialised 

in “botifarres” (Catalan 

sausages), as the name 

indicates. 

I can’t resist! 

(pork scratchings) 

There are of many 

varieties: sautéed 

artichokes, cuttlefish 

cooked in ink, emmental 

cheese and onion, apple 

and curry, spinach, ham 

and pine nuts, green 

pepper and whisky, etc. 
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Sombrerers, 23 

In this shop founded in the 19th 

century they roast nuts every day. 

roasted 

hazelnuts 

raw 

hazelnuts 

shelled 

hazelnuts 
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The aroma in the street 

is irresistible! When I pass by, 

I can’t help buying a paper cone 

of warm roasted hazelnuts. 

decoration according to the 

calendar of festivals 
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Argenteria, 64 

Notice the shining machine at the back of the shop. 

It is used to roast special coffee by the master Salvador Sans. 
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Since 1919, the Sans family has run 

the fabulous shop El Magnífico and 

roasted their own coffe beans: products 

from all coffee-producing countries 

in the world. Available to taste in the 

shop. They also sell all kind of related 

gadgets. 

Take advice from a staff with 

great respect for the products they sell. 

Opposite, their beautiful tea shop, Sans 

& Sans, founded in 1993. It has 300 

varieties of teas and herbal teas. 

Argenteria, 59 

Tin no. 616 

contains the 

bestseller, a 

rooibos tea 

blend. 
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E L 

B O R N 

C C M 

T H E 

F O R M E R 

E L 

B O R N 

M A R K E T 

It was the city’s central market until 

1973. From that time there are still some 

wholesalers of tinned food, salted cod, 

olives, flours…In 2007, during construction 

work, archaeological remains from 

the medieval era were found, changing 

the plan to turn it into Barcelona 

Provincial Library. It was decided to create 

an arts and collective memory centre 

where you can now see the medieval site, 

visit the permanent exhibition and 

the bookshop, eat in the restaurant 

and attend cultural events. 
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A R OU N D 

T H E 

F O R M E R 

M A R K E T 

plaça Comercial, 11 

Wholesalers of salted cod, olives, tinned 

food, cheeses and sausages since 1941. 

It supplies restaurants and specialised 

shops, but private customers 

are also welcome. 
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