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Physical Characteristics of the Welsh Springer Spaniel


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Unique and should in no way approximate that of other spaniel breeds. Its overall balance is of primary importance.


Ears: Set on approximately at eye level and hang close to the cheeks.


Skull: Of medium length, slightly domed, with a clearly defined stop.
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Neck: Long and slightly arched, clean in throat and set into long, sloping shoulders.


Eyes: Should be oval in shape, dark to medium brown in color with a soft expression.


Nostrils: Well developed and black or any shade of brown in color.


Mouth: Straight, fairly square and free from excessive flew.


Chest: Well developed and muscular with a prominent forechest.


Ribs: Well sprung and the brisket reaching to the elbows.


Forequarters: The shoulder blade and upper arm are approximately equal in length. The upper arm is set well back. The forearms are of medium length, straight and moderately feathered. The legs are well boned. Elbows should be close to the body and pasterns short and slightly sloping.


Feet: Round, tight and well arched with thick pads.


Topline: Level.


Tail: Is an extension of the topline. The tail is generally docked.


Hindquarters: Strong, muscular and well boned, but not coarse. The angulation of the pelvis and femur corresponds to that of the shoulder and upper arm. Bend of stifle is moderate. The bones from the hocks to the pads are short with a well angulated hock joint. When viewed from the side or rear they are perpendicular to the ground.


Coat: Naturally straight, flat and soft to the touch, never wiry or wavy. It is sufficiently dense to be waterproof, thornproof and weatherproof.


Color: Rich red and white only.


Size: A dog is ideally 18–19 inches in height at the withers and a bitch is 17–18 inches at the withers.
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EARLY SPANIEL HISTORY


Legend has it that there were springer spaniels as far back as the 16th century. True or not, a fact is that the whole group of spaniels, to which the Welsh Springer Spaniel belongs, can be considered among the oldest dogs known to man. It is very likely that the spaniel got his name from the country surrounding the Mediterranean where he lived, namely Spain. According to other sources, he might have got his name from the word España or from the several spaniel-like breeds in France that are called épagneuls. The name “spaniel” might also have been derived from the French s’éspargner, which means “to crouch.”


Spaniels also traveled to Wales, where they were the treasured dogs of King Hywel Dda (Howell the Good). The king’s love for his spaniels went as far as giving them a special mention in one of the country’s laws in AD 948: for the price of one spaniel, one could buy a number of goats, women, slaves or geese! However, in recent years the authenticity of this document has been questioned.


The first mention of a spaniel in English literature comes as early as Geoffrey Chaucer (1340–1400). In The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer refers to the spaniel several times (e.g., “for as a spaynel she wol on him lepe”), which proves that the spaniel was known in England 600 years ago.


Gaston de Foix, who died in 1391, mentions the spaniel in his work Miroir de Phoebus or, as it is also known, Livre de Chasse. A feudal baron who lived in France near the Spanish border, de Foix was convinced that Spain was the country of origin of the spaniel. “Another kind of hound there is, that be called hounds for the hawk, and spaniels, for their kind cometh from Spain, notwithstanding that there are many in other countries. And such hounds have many good customs and evil. Also a fair hound for the hawk should have a great head, a great body, and be of fair hue, white or tawny (i.e., pied, speckled or mottled) for they be fairest and of such hue they be commonly the best. They go before their master, running and wagging their tail, and raise or start fowl and wild beasts. But their right craft is of the partridge and of the quail. They can also be taught to take partridge and quail with the net and they love to swim.”


Another early reference to “Spanyellys” occurs in the Boke of St. Albans (1486), also named the Book of Field Sports, written by Dame Juliana Berners, prioress of Sopwell Nunnery, Hertfordshire. It is obviously a school book and it is assumed that the book was written for the use of the royal princes, to teach them to read and make them acquainted with the names of the animals and phrases used in venery and field sports. In the book there is frequent mention of spaniels in the royal household. Thus we read that “Robin, the King’s Majesty’s Spaniel Keeper” was paid a certain sum for “hair cloth to rub the Spaniels with.”
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A member of the spaniel family, which are some of the oldest dogs known to man, the Welsh Springer Spaniel is a distinguished gundog who is as striking as he is talented.


THE FIRST SPRINGERS


We find the first mention of springer spaniels and in particular red and white spaniels in the book Treatise of Englishe Dogges (1570) by the famed dog scholar Dr. Caius (pseudonym for John Keyes). Dr. Caius described the way the dogs were taught to let themselves be caught under the net, and he classified all sporting dogs under two headings:


Venatici, used for the purpose of hunting beasts, and Auscupatorii, used for the hunting of fowl. He subdivided this latter group into land spaniels and spaniels “which findeth game on the water.” He named this group Hispaniolus. He also was of the opinion that these dogs originated in Spain. He refers to “the spanniells whose skynnes are white, and if they are marcked with any spottes, they are commonly red.”
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Three Welsh Springers owned by Mr. J. S. Jones, photographed at their Crufts debut in 1934.


In the days of Henry VIII, the many royal banquets required great amounts of food, particularly game. Game such as partridge, quail, pheasant, rabbit and hare were caught in snares but because of the never-ending demand, a more speedy method of catching the game was needed. This method was found in “netting.” Spaniels were used to drive the birds toward the fowlers, who stood ready with their extended nets. Dog and bird were caught under the net. The spaniels that were used for this kind of work were called “sitting” or “setting” spaniels, and they are the ancestors of our modern setters.


With the advent of reliable guns, netting disappeared and game was caught by shooting. The setting spaniels were used to find the game and point it, and the springing spaniel flushed the game from the cover so that it could be shot.


In the Sportsman’s Cabinet, written by Nicolas Cox and published in 1803, we find this description of the spaniel: “The true-bred, English-bred Springer Spaniel differs but little in figure from the Setter, except in size varying only a small degree, if any, from a red, yellow or liver color and white, which seems to be the invariable external standard of this breed. They are nearly two-fifths less in height and strength than the Setter, delicately formed, ears long, soft and pliable, coat waving and silky, eyes and nose red or black, the tail bushy and pendulous, always in motion when actively employed.” Other indirect evidence of the existence of red and white dogs can be found in the 18th century work A Treatise on Field Diversions by the Reverend B. Symonds of Kelsale, Suffolk. He mentions two coat colors, black tanned and orange or lemon and white, and two types, short- and long-waved coats.


In the 1800s, the term “springing spaniel” was gaining ground as a description not of a particular variety but of the group of gundogs that sprang their game. All land spaniels came under this heading, and the varieties we now know as the Clumber, Welsh Springer, English Springer, Field, Cocker and Sussex Spaniel were all springing spaniels.


Although it appears that the red and white spaniels were well distributed throughout Britain at one time, during the 18th and 19th centuries they were confined mainly to the Neath Valley in South Wales. Evidence thereof is found in the book Dogs in Britain by the late Clifford Hubbard, renowned authority on dogs. He wrote, “The spaniels of Wales were almost all red and white, and it is certain that the Welsh Springer Spaniel is descended from a type which was common to Wales and seldom found elsewhere till comparatively recent years.”


Mr. A. T. Williams, who was to play such an important part in the founding of the breed, told of his family using Welsh Spaniels for sporting purposes. They were very uniform in type but varying in color. The flesh-colored nose was considered to be more correct than the black, whereas today the standard requires nostrils to be black or brown and the coat rich red and white only. Still, flesh-colored noses and lighter shades of red are sometimes seen.


The spaniel situation was a mixed bag, with offspring of English Springers being registered as Field Spaniels or Welsh Spaniels according to their size and/or color, and Cockers and Field Spaniels being born in the same litters, registered according to their weight.


Crossbreeding had always occurred in working circles, but links between the newly separated breeds of spaniel were open, and crossbreeding was done regularly. The real Welsh Springer history probably begins with Corrin, who was born in 1893 and who competed successfully in the show ring with all other kinds of sporting spaniels. He was bred by Colonel Blandy-Jenkins of Llanharan and was owned by Mr. A. T. Williams (Gerwn). Although Corrin himself was registered as a Welsh Cocker, born of two red and white parents, his offspring were variously registered. Bred to Mena of Gerwn, he produced Rover of Gerwn, probably Mr. Williams’s best Welsh Springer and, after the breed had been recognized as a separate variety, the first Welsh Springer Spaniel champion. Rover, bred to Belle of Gerwn, produced Duke of Gerwn, who was black and white, and Roverson of Gerwn, who was liver and white. Both of them can be found in the pedigrees of American and Canadian field-trial English Springers.
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Pat of Merrymount was a very prolific and successful sire of many fine Welsh Springers. He was owned by the Reverend D. Stewart, who was one of the great promoters of the breed.
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Scott Langley, British canine artist, made this sketch titled Welsh Springer Spaniels in 1931.


In 1902 it was Mr. Williams who, together with a group of Welsh gentlemen that included Colonel Blandy-Jenkins, offered the evidence to The Kennel Club of England that the Welsh Springer Spaniel was a separate breed, different from the English Springer Spaniel. Mr. Williams could trace his family’s kennel back to the end of the 18th century, and the other gentlemen could affirm that this breed of dog had been kept for many years in their families’ kennels. Mr. Williams’s plea was successful, and the Welsh Springer Spaniel was recognized as a separate variety by The Kennel Club in 1902.


Soon after recognition, the Welsh Spaniel Club was founded. The first secretary was Mrs. H. D. Greene. Her Longmynd prefix still lives on in the most famous breed picture by Maud Earl in 1906, which depicts two of her champions, Eng. Ch. Longmynd Myfanwy and Eng. Ch. Longmynd Megan.


Although the breed did fairly well, being popular as a working dog, breed activities came to a halt in 1914 when World War I broke out. After the war it was Colonel Downes-Powell who revived the activities and formed a new club, the Welsh Springer Spaniel Club.


The club set out to safeguard the dual-purpose (show and field) ideal as much as possible, and emphasis was placed on working qualities. The number of Welsh Springers registered annually in the years between the two World Wars was around 100, but there might well have been many more, living as pets or working dogs, that were not registered. At the shows, between 10 and 20 Welsh were entered, increasing to 30 to 40 just before World War II. The center of activity was still based in Wales.


Outstanding dogs of this period were F. Morris’s Eng. Ch. Barglam Bang, Colonel Downes-Powell’s Eng. Ch. Marksman O’Matherne and Eng. Ch. Musketeer O’Matherne and Mr. A. J. Dyke’s Ch. Marglam Marquis. It must be remembered that in order to become a champion in those days, a dog had to win both on the bench and in the field.




ON POSTAGE STAMPS


The Welsh Springer Spaniel is featured on stamps in many countries, but the best one is probably the one issued by the General Post Office in Great Britain. It is a 10 ½-pence stamp, featuring a rendering of the Tarfgi Cymreig (the breed’s Welsh name) by the artist Peter Barrett.
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Eng. Ch. Musketeer O’ Matherne was bred in July 1932 by Capt. J. Gage-Williams.


Just before World War II, three new breeders, notably Harold Newman (Pencelli), Cliff Payne (Tregwillym) and Hal Leopard (Rushbrooke), began their programs and would have, as history proves, a tremendous influence on the breed.


Mr. Leopard’s bitch Goitre Lass had nine litters, and her name can be seen in quite a few pedigrees. According to Mr. Leopard, who thought Goitre Lass came from a Cocker or English Springer mating, she was the origin of the dark-nosed strain of Welsh Springer. For a long time, pink noses and hazel eyes as well as dark noses and dark eyes were seen, and it is believed that Goitre Lass progeny started this fashion for dark noses, which is the preferred color nowadays.


World War II was not as damaging to the breed as World War I, as there were more dogs, with the majority of them being in South Wales, which was less threatened by the war than London and the Midlands.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Contessa of Tregwillym, circa 1976.


Colonel Downes-Powell (“the Colonel”) more or less kept the breed club going. It turned out to be an extremely wise move when he asked Harold Newman officially to continue the breed, a nomination of which Harold was very proud. Harold, who already had had some success in the 1930s with Barmaid and Eng. Sh. Ch. Dere Mhlaen, concentrated purely on the show ring, but breeders such as Marjorie Mayall and A. J. Dyke remained dual-purpose enthusiasts and safeguarded the working abilities of the breed.


In the 1950s the Tregwillym kennels of Cliff Payne started to dominate the ring. Token of Tregwillym, Top Score of Tregwillym, Statesman of Tregwillym and Trigger of Tregwillym became champions. Token of Tregwillym was top dog in 1956 and again in 1957 when he tied with Top Score of Tregwillym.


By that time The Kennel Club had decided to introduce the titles of Show Champion for a dog that had won three Challenge Certificates (CCs, also called “tickets”), Champion for the dog that had won three CCs and had also qualified in the field and Dual Champion for a dog that had obtained the titles of Show Champion and Field Trial Champion.


Mr. and Mrs. Morgan sold their Brancourt kennel to Mr. T. Hubert Arthur, who already was a noted Cocker breeder, and his Eng. Sh. Ch. Brancourt Belinda was top bitch in 1958, 1959 and 1960. One of the first Welsh Springers to win Group honors was Ann West’s Eng. Sh. Ch. Deri Darrell of Linkhill (by Eng. Ch. Statesman of Tregwillym), who was Reserve in the Gundog Group at Crufts three times and won an all-breed Best in Show in 1964. Eng. Sh. Ch. Golden Tint of Tregwillym (by Sportsman of Tregwillym) started winning her tickets in 1965 and ended up as a record breaker with 33 CCs.




A “STARTER”


Another name for the Welsh Springer is “starter” which is derived from “to start,” meaning to spring the game. Its Welsh equivalent, tarfgi, is more commonly used in Wales than the term “Springer.”
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Plattburn Pinetree, bred and owned by Mr. Ken Burgess, pictured here in 1977.


In 1967 the Plattburn kennels started to attract attention. The breeder, Ken Burgess, finished Paramount and Penny, and Progressor became top dog in 1971. Burgess exported many quality dogs to countries such as the Netherlands and Australia and also to Scandinavia where they formed, together with Dalati exports, the basis for the “modern type” of the breed.


The 1960s and ’70s were good years for the breed. Clever breeders managed to keep the type and quality intact. Though the Welsh Springer Club continued to encourage both work and show, the emphasis among the members increasingly turned to the shows. The field-trial enthusiasts eventually decided to move away to a separate field-trial club, established by Mr. Leopard.


Throughout this period the breed started to grow in numbers. The breed’s popularity could be seen at the shows, as there were more CCs to offer and the class sizes and total show entries increased, making competition quite keen. The ’70s and ’80s were truly golden years for the Welsh Springer Spaniel with an abundance of quality and type and names that cannot be forgotten. Harold Newman, Cliff Payne, Noel and Dodo Hunton-Morgans (Dalati), Maggie Mullins (Athelwood) and Gordon Pattinson (Tidemarsh) all came into the ring with unforgettable dogs: Plattburn Perchance, Progressor, Pinetree and Peewit (who later went to the Netherlands); Dalati Del, top bitch in 1972 and 1973 (in a tie with Tregwillym Golden Gem); and Contessa of Tregwillym, who won Best in Show at the Welsh Kennel Club show in 1975.




A WORK OF ART


In 1999, the Crufts catalog, schedules and posters, all carried a reproduction of a painting of two Welsh Springer Spaniels by Maud Earl (1864–1943), namely Eng. Ch. Longmynd Myfanwy and Eng. Ch. Longmynd Megan. Both were born in 1904, bred and owned by Mrs. H. D. Greene, and were big winners in their day. The original painting is in the possession of England’s Kennel Club and on display in its London office.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Del, bred and owned by Mr. and Mrs. N. Hunton-Morgans, winning at Crufts in 1973.
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Mr. Harold Newman (Pencelli) and Mr. Cliff Payne (Tregwillym) in the early 1970s.


It was definitely a loss for the Welsh Springer fraternity when in 1980, at the age of only 69, after 51 years of activity as a breeder and exhibitor, Harold Newman passed away.


Cliff Payne’s influence on the breed has been widespread. He was a defender of the working qualities of the breed, a shooting enthusiast and a leader and adviser for other breeders. Over the years he won over 150 CCs with his dogs, 30 of them won by Eng. Sh. Ch. Contessa of Tregwillym alone. Dogs of his breeding became the foundation stock for kennels such as Athelwood, Brent, Bramblebank, Hillpark, Krackton, Tidemarsh and Wainfelin. His exports such as Eng. Sh. Ch. Trigger of Tregwillym to the US, Eng. Sh. Ch. Nobleman of Tregwillym to Finland and Eng. Sh. Ch. Tregwillym Golden Gem to New Zealand not only were world famous but also became the foundation stock for the breed in those countries.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Progress of Pencelli, bred and owned by Harold Newman in the mid-1970s.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Sarian winning at the 1987 championship show.


A special mention must be made of the Dalati Welsh Springers of Noel and Dodo Hunton-Morgans. They started in the 1960s and over the years produced many champions, of whom Eng. Ch. Dalati Del, tied for top bitch in 1972 and 1973 (with Eng. Sh. Ch. Tregwillym Golden Gem), Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Sioni and Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Sarian deserve special mention. Sioni himself won 18 CCs and became a top producer in the breed with 23 English Show Champion offspring. He died in 1996 at the age of 14. Sarian, by Tregwillym Royal Mint, was a Group winner at Crufts and won a total of 37 CCs.


Eng. Sh. Ch. Wainfelin Barley Mo, also by Tregwillym Royal Mint, bred and owned by Mansel and Avril Young, was for a long time the breed record holder with 41 CCs until Eng. Sh. Ch. Russethill Royal Salute over Nyliram, by Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Sioni, bred by Doreen Gately and owned by Tom Graham, came along. “Harvey” was top Welsh Springer in 1992, 1993 and 1994. With a total of 58 CCs, he is still the UK breed record holder.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Wainfelin Barley Mo, winner of 41 CCs.
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The author, judging UK breed record-holder Eng. Sh. Ch. Russethill Royal Salute over Nyliram.


Nowadays there are many successful kennels in the UK such as Cwrt Afon (Len and Kate Morgan), Northey (Christine McDonald), Taimere (Graham and Lesley Tain), Weslave (John and Joy Hartley), Parkmist (Trudy and Bill Short), Kazval (Frank Whyte), Julita (Julie Revill), Highclare (Gill Tully) and Ferndel (John Thirlwell). Thirlwell’s first champion was Dalati Gwent, but he has bred an impressive number of champions, of whom Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Stroller became famous as a stud dog and Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Cecilia was probably the one who gained her title the quickest. She needed just three shows to win three CCs and ended up as top Welsh Springer in 1999. In 1996 and 1998 he successfully showed Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalville Dancing Water (by Ferndel Dancing Brave), a bitch he co-owned with her breeder, Ruth Dalrymple. She was Best in Show at the Ladies Kennel Club show in 1997.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Highclare Rorkes Drift (left) and Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalville Dancing Water, handled by breeder Ruth Dalrymple.


Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Cecilia was top bitch and top Welsh in 1999; Eng. Sh. Ch. Hillpark Music of the Night, bred by Anne Walton, was top dog in 1999. Jean Taylor’s Eng. Sh. Ch. Cleavehill Brynberrys was the top Welshie in 2001. She won Group Two at Crufts and was Best in Show at the Darlington Championship Show.


Ferndel dogs were again at the top in 2002, 2003 and 2004. Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Cecilia was Best of Breed at Crufts in 2002. Her son, Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Copywrite, was not only top Welsh Springer but also top gundog in 2003. He was Best of Breed at Crufts in 2003 and 2004, earning Group placements both years as well. In 2004 the top Welshie was another son of Cecilia, Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Maverick. Although in 2005 Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Parody (out of Cecilia as well) was top Welsh Springer, it was Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Maverick who won both Best of Breed and the Gundog Group. It’s no surprise that Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Cecilia was top brood bitch all-breeds in 2004 and 2005 and runner-up in 2003.


THE WELSHIE IN THE UNITED STATES


In the United States the breed was formally recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC) in 1906, although red and white spaniels had been seen in earlier illustrations or paintings. The Mississippi Valley Kennel Club show (April 1911) recorded an entry of four Welsh Springer Spaniels, all owned by Mr. A. A. Busch.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Ferndel Cecilia (left) and Eng. Sh. Ch. Hillpark Music of the Night in 1999.


The first Welsh Springer Spaniel to be registered was Faircroft Bob (great-grandson of Eng. Ch. Longmynd Calon Fach), owned and bred by Harry B. Hawes in 1914. His dam, Faircroft Sue, was registered in 1915. Until 1929 only a handful of Welshies were registered and between 1929 and 1949 there were none at all.
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Eng. Sh. Ch. Dalati Sioni, 1983, a top producer in the breed.


This doesn’t mean there were no Welsh Springer Spaniels at all, because there were. They were owned by sportsmen as hunting companions and were either unregistered or registered in the American Field Stud Book, a working gundog registry not affiliated with the AKC. Until the 1950s they were acquired, bred and kept purely as working dogs.


One of the early supporters of the breed was Hobart Ames of Connecticut, who imported his shooting dogs from the kennels of A. T. Williams. One of the last of the Llanharan strain, Marged O’Matherne, was imported in 1927 by a sportsman in the Midwest.


Probably the most famous introduction of the breed to America came in 1950 when Dorothy Ellis and four of her adult Downland Welsh and a puppy flew from England to New York to exhibit at Westminster, Hartford and Boston. At each show one of her dogs was Best of Breed, and they received much attention and publicity. She went home without the dogs, having sold them to breed fanciers; the first American champion, Ch. Holiday of Happy Hunting, was a son of two of these imports.
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Ch. Fracas Little Caesar, winning Best of Breed at the WSSCA specialty in 1986.




SHOW TIME


In the United States, Welsh Springers were being shown ten years before there were classes available for English Springers.





In the early ’60s, Bert and Edna Randolph of Randhaven kennels owned or bred eight American champions. They also hired a handler to assist them in showing their rare breed. This handler was D. Lawrence (Laddie) Carswell. Laddie imported Eng. Sh. Ch. Trigger of Tregwillym in 1962. He set out to introduce the breed and to educate the judges and the public on the breed, which earned him the nickname “Mr. Welsh Springer Spaniel.” When he died in 1995, the breed lost a great expert and staunch supporter.


The Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America (WSSCA) was founded in 1961, but it was in the 1970s that the breed started its rise in popularity. Welsh Springers were found across the US. Imports from Brent, Pencelli, Hillpark and Tregwillym molded with American stock to form the foundation for many of today’s breeding programs, together with later imports from Scandinavia and the Netherlands. The most influential import has been Dutch and German Ch. Valentijn van Snellestein, who was top producer in 1985.
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