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F. Anstey's "The Brass Bottle" is a delightful blend of fantasy and social commentary, woven with a rich tapestry of humor and satire. The novel tells the story of a commonplace Englishman whose life is turned upside down after discovering a brass bottle that contains a mischievous genie. Anstey employs a light-hearted narrative style, drawing upon elements of absurdism and Victorian social mores, which provides a mirror reflecting the era's class struggles and the juxtaposition of the mundane with the magical. The book is set against the backdrop of late 19th-century Britain, a period ripe for exploration of the tensions between modernity and tradition. F. Anstey, whose real name was Thomas Anstey Guthrie, was deeply influenced by the changing societal dynamics of his time. A notable figure in London's literary scene, Anstey's background in law and journalism equipped him with a sharp wit and a keen eye for character studies, which he skillfully employed in his writing. His own experiences and observations of contemporary life undoubtedly informed the creation of this whimsical yet pointed narrative. This charming novel is highly recommended for readers who appreciate clever humor and intricate plots interspersed with fantastical elements. Anstey's exploration of human desire and the intricacies of social interaction makes "The Brass Bottle" an engaging read that resonates with anyone interested in the intersection of fantasy and reality.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Hadrian the Seventh



Rolfe, Frederick

8596547788485

331

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Hadrian the Seventh" is a captivating novel by Frederick Rolfe that intertwines themes of faith, identity, and divine calling within a richly textured narrative. The book employs Rolfe's distinctive literary style, characterized by lush, baroque prose that evokes the opulence of a bygone era. Set in a fantastical alternate reality where the protagonist, a failed novelist named George Arthur Rose, unexpectedly becomes the Pope, the novel deftly explores questions of religious authority and personal redemption in a world teeming with moral dilemmas. It stands as a significant entry in early 20th-century literature, amidst a backdrop of both modernism and a resurgence of interest in spiritual themes. Frederick Rolfe, also known as Baron Corvo, was a figure marked by personal trials, including financial struggles and a complex relationship with his own identity. His experience as a marginalized artist in a rapidly changing society informed his sympathetic portrayal of the outsider's journey in "Hadrian the Seventh." Rolfe's own spiritual explorations and fascination with ecclesiastical subjects deeply influenced the novel, as he blended his fascination with Catholicism with his unconventional views. This book is highly recommended for readers who appreciate profound philosophical inquiries nestled within compelling narratives. Enthusiasts of character-driven literature that examines the paradoxes of power and ambition, as well as those intrigued by historical and religious settings, will find "Hadrian the Seventh" a rewarding and thought-provoking experience.
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The Fiend's Delight is a captivating collection of Ambrose Bierce's sardonic wit and masterful storytelling. This anthology showcases Bierce's diverse literary styles, including essays, stories, and commentary characterized by dark humor and a keen eye for the absurdities of human nature. Set against the backdrop of post-Civil War America, Bierce deftly navigates themes of morality, the supernatural, and the macabre, often blurring the lines between reality and fantasy. His use of irony and satirical prose reflects the disillusionment of an era marked by conflict and societal upheaval, making his work a salient commentary on the human condition. Ambrose Bierce, a veteran of the Civil War and a journalist, was no stranger to the complexities of life and death, which profoundly influenced his writing. Known for his sharp critique of American society and politics, Bierce's cynicism is palpable throughout The Fiend's Delight. With a background steeped in journalism and a fervent interest in the occult and the strange, he transports readers to a world where the chilling and the comic coexist, providing insight into his unique perspective on existence. Recommended for readers who appreciate gothic literature, Bierce's The Fiend's Delight is an essential exploration of the uncanny and the grotesque. His artistry not only entertains but also provokes deep thought on the nature of evil and the quirks of humanity. This collection promises to engage both seasoned literary enthusiasts and curious newcomers alike, offering a profound journey into the mind of one of America's most intriguing literary figures.
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In "The House of the Wizard," Mary Imlay Taylor crafts a richly woven narrative that explores the themes of magic, personal growth, and the intersection of reality and fantasy. Set in a timeless village where the ordinary collides with the extraordinary, the prose is characterized by its lyrical quality and vivid imagery, drawing readers into a world brimming with enchantment and moral complexity. Taylor deftly balances whimsical elements with profound philosophical questions, placing her characters in dilemmas that touch upon the nature of power, responsibility, and the human condition amidst the backdrop of a richly developed magical ecosystem. Mary Imlay Taylor, an accomplished author and educator, brings a deep understanding of storytelling and a passion for folklore to "The House of the Wizard." Her background in literature and her personal fascination with mythology inform her narrative choices, reflecting a lifelong engagement with the transformative power of stories. Taylor's upbringing in a community where tales of wonder and morality were common threads undoubtedly shaped her literary pursuits, allowing her to effectively convey the complexities of her characters' journeys. This book is a must-read for enthusiasts of magical realism and fantasy literature. Taylor's nuanced storytelling invites readers to reflect on their own lives through the lens of fantastical experiences. Engaging, thought-provoking, and beautifully written, "The House of the Wizard" will captivate those who cherish the delicate balance between the mystical and the mundane.
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In "Bouvard & P√©cuchet," Gustave Flaubert presents a satirical exploration of the insatiable quest for knowledge and the absurdity of human endeavor in the face of multifaceted intellectual pursuits. Through the misadventures of two clerks who, upon acquiring a modest inheritance, attempt to master various disciplines'Äîranging from medicine to literature and agriculture'Äîthe novel showcases Flaubert's distinctive style characterized by meticulous attention to detail and irony. The narrative operates within the context of 19th-century France, engaging with contemporary notions of autodidacticism and the dichotomy between practical and theoretical knowledge, culminating in a poignant critique of the Enlightenment's legacy. Flaubert, renowned for his literary innovations and narrative depth, often grappled with the themes of artistic ambition and existential futility. Drawing on his personal experiences and a profound understanding of the absurdities of bourgeois society, Flaubert crafts "Bouvard & P√©cuchet" as a reflection of his own frustrations with contemporary intellectualism. This exploration not only underscores the limitations of knowledge but echoes Flaubert's lifelong pursuit of aesthetic perfection. This novel is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of satire, philosophy, and social critique. Flaubert's keen observations and dry humor resonate profoundly, providing insight into the human condition and the limits of self-education. Engaging with this text offers not only a delightful literary experience but also an invitation to reflect on the nature of knowledge itself.
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THE BRASS BOTTLE A Farcical Play in Four Acts By F. ANSTEY PERFORMED FOR THE FIRST TIME on Thursday Evening, September 16, 1909
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	Miss Armine Grace
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HORACE VENTIMORE'S ROOMS

There will be an Interval of Two Minutes after Act I, and Eight Minutes after Act II

Act III
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Scene I. VENTIMORE'S OFFICE

Scene II. DRAWING-ROOM AT THE FUTVOYES'

There will be One Minute Interval between Scenes I and II, during which the Audience are requested to keep their seats. After Act III, Eight Minutes.

Act IV


Table of Contents



Scene I. VENTIMORE'S ROOMS

Scene II. "PINAFORE" ROOM, SAVOY HOTEL

There will be an Interval of One Minute between Scenes I and II, during which the Audience are requested to keep their seats.

The Scenery painted by Walter Hann and Son.

The Play has been Produced (for Mr. Gaston Mayer) by Mr. Frederick Kerr.

The Amateur fee for each and every

representation of this play is five

guineas, payable in advance to the

Author's Sole Agents, Messrs.

Samuel French, Ltd., 26 Southampton

Street, Strand, London,

W.C.
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Horace Ventimore (a young Architect, aged 28)

Professor Anthony Futvoye (an Egyptologist, aged 60)

Fakrash-el-Aamash (a Jinnee of the Green Jinn, age uncertain)

Spencer Pringle (an Architect, aged 32)

Samuel Wackerbath (an Auctioneer and Estate Agent, aged 60)

Rapkin (Ventimore's Landlord, a retired butler, aged 55)

Chief of Caravan

Head Efreet

A Waiter (at the Savoy Hotel)

Mrs. Futvoye (aged 55)

Sylvia Futvoye (her Daughter, aged 21)

Mrs. Rapkin (Ventimore's Landlady)

Mrs. Wackerbath

Jessie (Parlour-maid at the Futvoyes')

Principal Dancing Girl

Caravan Slaves, Musicians, Efreets, Dancing Girls




ACTS I AND II

VENTIMORE'S ROOMS IN VINCENT SQUARE, WESTMINSTER

ACT III

Scene I. VENTIMORE'S OFFICE IN GREAT COLLEGE STREET, WESTMINSTER

Scene II. A DRAWING-ROOM AT THE FUTVOYES' HOUSE IN COTTESMORE GARDENS, KENSINGTON

ACT IV

Scene I. VENTIMORE'S ROOMS

Scene II. THE "PINAFORE" ROOM AT THE SAVOY HOTEL
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The scene represents Horace Ventimore's rooms in Vincent Square, Westminster.

The sitting-room is simply but artistically furnished and decorated. Walls with a lining-paper of a pleasant green, hung with coloured prints and etchings. Fireplace at back. Down left is a large open French window, opening on a balcony, with a view beyond of the open square and some large dull-red gasometers in the distance. Above the window is a small Sheraton bookcase. On the right of fireplace is a door leading to the landing and staircase. Down on the right, another door to Ventimore's bedroom. Above this door, a small Sheraton sideboard. Near the window on left is an armchair, and by it a table, with two smaller chairs. [N.B.—Right and Left mean the spectator's Right and Left throughout.]

The time is late afternoon in summer.

When the curtain rises there is no one in the room. A knock is heard at the door on right of fireplace. Then, after a pause, Mrs. Rapkin enters. She is a pleasant, neatly dressed, elderly woman, of the respectable landlady class. She wears a cooking-apron and her sleeves are turned up. She looks round the room, and turns to the door as Professor Futvoye appears.



Mrs. Rapkin.

Mr. Ventimore don't seem to be in, after all, sir. Unless he's in his bedroom. [She comes down to the door on right, as Professor, Mrs., and Miss Futvoye enter from the other door. Professor Futvoye is elderly and crabbed; his wife, grey-haired and placid, bearing with him as with an elderly and rather troublesome child; Sylvia Futvoye, their daughter, is a pretty and attractive girl of about twenty. Mrs. Rapkin knocks at the bedroom door.] Mr. Ventimore! A gentleman and two ladies to see you. [She opens the door—then, to the Professor.] No, sir, he hasn't come in yet—but he won't be long now.

Professor Futvoye.

[By the table.] Are you sure of that, ma'am?

Mrs. Rapkin.

Well, sir, he said as how he'd be in early, to make sure as everythink was as it should be. [In a burst of confidence.] If you must know, he's expecting company to dinner this evening.


[Sylvia has moved to the window; Mrs. Futvoye stands by the table.



Professor Futvoye.

[Placing his hat and stick on a small shelf on the left of fireplace, and standing by table.] I'm aware of that, ma'am. We happen to be the company Mr. Ventimore is expecting. Don't let us keep you from your cooking.

Mrs. Rapkin.

[With another burst of confidence.] Well, sir, to tell you the truth, I 'ave a good deal on my 'ands just now.


[She goes out by door at back.



Sylvia.

[After moving about and inspecting the pictures.] I rather like Horace's rooms.

Professor Futvoye.

[Irritably.] I wish he'd manage to be in 'em! I fully expected he'd be back by this time. Most annoying!

Mrs. Futvoye.

[Resignedly.] I thought you were bringing us all this way for nothing! And when you must be quite exhausted enough as it is, after lecturing all the afternoon!

Professor Futvoye.

I'm not in the least exhausted, Sophia; not in the least!

Mrs. Futvoye.

Well, Anthony, if you're not, Sylvia and I are! [She sits in armchair by the window.] But why you couldn't wait till eight o'clock to know how Horace got on at that sale I can't think!
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