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FOREWORD



K9 EXPERT EDUCATION




If you have purchased an American Pit Bull Terrier from a responsible breeder or adopted one from a shelter — or are planning to do so — congratulations! You are among the true dog lovers who think for yourselves and don’t believe the old wives’ tales that circulate in the world of dogs and have tarnished many a fine breed’s reputation.


Surely no breed has been demonized to the extent that the pit bull has. At the same time that there are loving pit bulls doing pet visitation at seniors’ facilities and children’s hospitals, there are countless communities across the nation that have banned all manner of dogs that bear even the slightest resemblance to the pit bull. This knee-jerk response to a proud and noble all-American creation is a sad state of affairs. Thankfully, there are compassionate dog lovers with big hearts — much like yourselves — who have made the acceptance of pit bulls their personal crusade, their labor of love. We wish them luck in their endeavors.


Perhaps no breed of dog is a greater reflection of the care — or neglect — he receives at the hands of his owner than the pit bull. As well-informed dog lovers and trainers know, there is no inherently evil breed. Every dog starts his life as a blank slate. A positive home that has made a conscious choice to have an American Pit Bull Terrier join the family for all the right reasons can accomplish so much with this breed. No dog is more versatile or more loving to his people. The truth is that the pit bull makes a poor watch dog because the breed is friendly, even toward strangers. Aggression is uncharacteristic in this breed and has always been considered highly undesirable. The breed’s love of children is especially well-known.







LOW MAINTENANCE 


This is a spit-and-polish breed when it comes to grooming. Regular ear cleaning and nail cutting, along with an occasional brushing, are all that’s required. In the food department, the pit bull is known as an easy keeper. This is a generally healthy dog with a good appetite. In fact, the pit bull can be stoic in terms of enduring pain, so you need to be your dog’s advocate, checking his eyes, ears, teeth and skin regularly to make sure all is well.
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 While grooming and feeding will be routine chores, where you must invest time is in socializing and training your pit bull. Most pit bulls will display some level of dog aggression. Couple that trait with his powerful physique and it is clear the pit bull requires an owner who will carefully socialize and obedience train the dog.


The earlier the socialization begins, the better. Puppy kindergarten classes are an excellent way to expose your dog to other breeds of varying temperaments. The public is less fearful of puppies than it is of adults. By having your dog walk calmly and happily by your side, eager to greet strangers, your neighbors will see a pit bull well integrated into the community.


Take advantage of any and all opportunities to demonstrate your dog’s biddable temperament in parks, schools and community events. Show people that you have a sweet, affectionate dog who just happens to be a pit bull. The effort you make will send an important message to society — dog owners and non-dog owners alike.


Your pit bull needs your affection and approval, but these alone won’t create a well-adjusted dog. Set limits and boundaries for your dog, be consistent in your training and acknowledge your responsibility as a pit bull owner. Accepting these commitments while providing a loving home for your pit bull will help you raise a dog you can be proud of.
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With this Smart Owner’s Guide™, you are well on your way to getting your APBT diploma.



But your American Pit Bull Terrier education doesn’t end here. You’re invited to join Club APBT™ (DogChannel.com/Club-APBT), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive online features like:



• forums, blogs and profiles to connect with other pit bull owners

• downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving American Pit Bull Terrier owner

• access to APBT-specific e-cards and screensavers 

• interactive games 

• canine quizzes 



The Smart Owner’s Guide series and Club APBT are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY magazine and DogChannel.com, who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for 40 years. Log on and join the club today!






Allan Reznik 
Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY












CHAPTER 1


ACTUALLY, HE’S A GOOD DOG
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The American Pit Bull Terrier likes nothing better than to please his people. That willingness to please is no accident. Although the APBT’s forebears were bred to fight other animals, they also were bred to willingly go to extremes to please their humans. Today, this eagerness makes the APBT surprisingly easy to train. Moreover, the breed’s love of people can extend well beyond his immediate family.


That said, American Pit Bull Terriers are not pushovers. Although they love their people and want to please them, they may have their own ideas on how to do so — and sometimes those ideas conflict with those of their humans. Sometimes they can have a stubborn streak, but as a whole, American Pit Bull Terriers simply want to do what their master asks.
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Different breeds have held the title of “dangerous dog” throughout history. In the 19th century, it was the Bloodhound. In the 1960s and 1970s, Doberman Pinschers and German Shepherd Dogs found themselves in the “dangerous dog” spotlight. The pit bull’s turn came in the late 1980s, when Sports Illustrated plastered a photo of a snarling dog on its July 27, 1987 cover with the headline “Beware of This Dog.” The story inside was about pit bulls and the widespread problem of dog fighting.
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Carol Gaines, a long-time APBT breeder and judge from Battle Ground, Wash., agrees. “They can be hard-headed and stubborn, but it’s because they seem to think all the time,” she says. “Labs are trainable, but APBTs are always busy training you. They are very happy when they make you happy; however, they want to do it their own way.”







PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


The pit bull is not an especially large dog. In fact, in his working form, the pit bull is a rather small dog. This enables owners to keep a pit bull in a small home or apartment quite comfortably. While he is an energetic dog when given the chance to exercise, he is a breed that prefers to relax when at home. As such, he will not be in the way at all times and will not make himself more conspicuous than many owners prefer their dogs to be.


The pit bull also tends to be a hardy dog. He can play hard and live long without costing his owner a fortune in veterinary bills.
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Meet other pit bull owners just like you. On our pit bull forums, you can chat about your American Pit Bull Terrier and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-APBT for details!





The closer a line of pit bulls is to its original working stock, the hardier the dogs will be. It is not the least bit unusual to own a pit bull for 12, 13 or 14 years, or even more. When such dogs finally succumb to old age, they tend to do it without suffering long, protracted, painful and expensive illnesses.







PERSONALITY POINTS 


Above all, the pit bull is an incredibly devoted dog. The breed becomes highly attached to his human family as long as he feels welcome at home as part of that family. As an extension of this attribute, a pit bull can also be a protective dog; and, a powerful and protective — yet small and convenient — dog can be very useful in the hands of responsible owners. However, unlike many very devoted dogs, the pit bull can accept change. Should the unfortunate situation arise when a family must give up its pet pit bull, the dog will become dedicated to his new owner with time. Therefore, a rescued pit bull may be a sound option for you to consider, particularly if you are familiar with the dog’s previous owners and their living situation.


Most of all, the pit bull is a fine companion dog. Those who know the breed will often tell you that, in their opinion, there can be no finer companion dog than the pit bull. He is a dog who will bond to his entire human family, but one who will always hold a special place in his heart for the person he decides is his closest friend. He is a dog who will always be there for his owner. He is a forgiving breed, an exceedingly loyal breed, a fun-loving breed and a lifelong friend.







VERSATILITY OF THE BREED 


We have accepted unabashedly the fact that the pit bull as a breed is the most adept “game dog” ever to have been produced. We also know of the pit bull’s utilization as a “catch dog.”



[image: 009]



Inspirational author and lecturer Helen Keller was accompanied by a dog described as a pit bull.
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American Pit Bull Terriers can be lovable and loving family pets in the hands of the right owners.


Guard work and personal protection work are other areas in which the pit bull breed often excels. The pit bull generally makes a useful home guardian and personal protection dog, primarily because he is such a devoted and determined breed. He is not a dog who automatically protects the space he happens to be occupying or whoever happens to be holding his leash. Instead, the pit bull is a dog who will often defend due to a sense of devotion to his family and his family’s property.







THE BEST HOME FOR A PIT BULL 


Before getting into the question of where to get your pit bull pup, we should consider the question of what types of homes are most appropriate for the pit bull breed. It is all too common these days for authors of breed books to present their breed as being ideal for every home. This is not true in any case, especially in the case of the pit bull.
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A pit bull puppy sure is cute, but keep in mind that he’ll grow into a powerful adult. Training is a must!


The pit bull is an ideal dog for an adult family with older (14 years and above) children and with someone at home most of the time. The size of the home is not as important; it can be large, with a fenced yard, or small. It can even be an apartment in the city. The important thing is that someone is home often and willing to take the dog on regular, long walks. This describes the best of all possible situations for the pit bull.


Conversely, the worst situation for a pit bull is one in which a dog is raised by a young person who, when the dog is older, becomes too busy to spend much time with him. Worse still is that this young person has children when the dog is grown and these children end up spending time with a dog who doesn’t relate to them as true “members of the family.” This is how so many of the pit bull disasters that we hear about in the media happen.







LAWS AGAINST DOGS 


Breed-specific legislation refers to any law or statute that equates the qualities of a dangerous dog with a certain breed and bans or restricts certain breeds based on identity, not the behavior of a specific animal. BSL first came to light in 1980, when Hollywood, Fla., passed an ordinance requiring pit bull owners to register and prove they had $25,000 in liability insurance covering the dog’s actions. In 1984, a New Mexico town went further, banning all pit bulls. Pit bulls in that town could legally be confiscated and euthanized. Since that time, more than 100 communities have enacted BSLs.
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Just as quickly as BSLs emerged, organizations formed to thwart it, adopting the unofficial mantra of “Punish the deed, not the breed.” The Endangered Breed Association, American Dog Owners Association, American Veterinary Medical Association, American Kennel Club and various breed clubs all have taken positions against discriminating on the basis of breed. They contend that many other, non-restricted breeds are also responsible for serious attacks in which officers and media often misidentify dogs as belonging to restricted breeds, and that BSL violates the constitutional rights of affected dog owners.
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The number of pit bulls who cause trouble is statistically irrelevant. Media will have you believe that pit bulls are running rampant and attacking people. More people die every year from coconuts falling onto their heads than from pit bull attacks! We need perspective.


 — Mary Harwelik, a professional dog trainer and director of The Real Pit Bull Foundation in Garwood, N.J.






[image: 015]



Pit bulls have saved and changed lives, and have been called upon to help in high-profile cases, such as NASA’s Space Shuttle Columbia disaster in 2003 and the Laci Peterson missing person case in 2002.
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Denver, Colo., is among the most hotly contested communities with BSL. Denver prohibits “any person to own, possess, keep, exercise control over, maintain, harbor, transport or sell within the city any pit bull.” A pit bull is defined “any dog that is an American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier or any dog displaying the majority of physical traits of any one or more of the above breeds, or any dog exhibiting those distinguishing characteristics which substantially conform to the standards established by the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club for any of the above breeds.”


Statistics are also flawed by breed misidentification. With more than 700 breeds of dogs worldwide, the average person cannot identify even a small proportion of breeds. It’s not uncommon for newspaper reporters and even animal-control officers to label Boxers, Shar-Peis, Dalmatians, Bull-mastiffs and even Labrador Retrievers as pit bulls. When it comes to mixes, the situation becomes nearly impossible. Newspaper headlines mentioning “pit bull” attacks seem to elicit more interest than those reporting “dog” attacks, so there may be some motivation for the media to label any dangerous dog as a pit bull.


The expense in enforcing BSL has often been tremendous. A 2003 study conducted in Prince Georges County, Md., found that BSL cost them $560,000 over a two-year period, and that non-breed-specific parts of their animal-control code adequately covered every transgression responsible for serious dog bites.


Despite its costs in money, work hours and dogs, there’s no evidence that BSL works. After the United Kingdom banned pit bulls in the 1990s, the number of pit bulls there plummeted, but the number of dog bites remained the same. In fact, no statistics exist that support the effectiveness of BSL.


Many dog organizations support dangerous dog control that is nondiscriminatory and enforceable. This includes strongly enforced leash laws, guidelines for dealing with dangerous dogs of any breed and increased public education to promote responsible dog ownership. Smart APBT owners can do their part to help pit bulls in a number of ways, including setting good examples, passing temperament tests, being involved in therapy work, talking to other dog owners and keeping abreast of legislation.







OWNER SUITABILITY 


Being the perfect pit bull owner involves understanding your dog and complying with certain breed demands, but it also involves selecting this breed because it fits into your lifestyle. For example, if you own another dog and you know that your dogs will be unattended for a few hours each day, the pit bull may simply be the wrong breed for you. After all, fighting between your pit bull and other dogs you may meet on the street is easily discouraged. However, leaving two dogs alone for hours at a time, on a regular basis, with one of the two being a pit bull, may be too much to ask of this breed. We must understand that when all is said and done, the pit bull was originally created to be a fighting dog.
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Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos and artwork of your favorite breed on Club APBT. You can also submit jokes, riddles and even poetry about American Pit Bull Terriers. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow pit bull owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-APBT and click on “Galleries” to get started.
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Everyone who owns this breed needs to realize that they are responsible for what happens with this breed, whether they like it or not. If you have a social, well-mannered and trained pit bull, get her out where the public can see her, even if you just take her for a walk to the coffee shop. If your dog is not social, well-mannered or in your control, take steps to get her that way!


 — Kris Crawford, founder of For Pits’ Sake Inc. in Los Gatos, Calif.
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The American Temperament Test Society consistently ranks the APBT as a stable breed, even scoring higher in recent tests than the Golden Retriever breed.





[image: 021]


If you are a working person or half of a working couple and you desire a pet that you can leave alone all day, almost every day, a dog of any breed is really the wrong pet for you. There will be other times in your life when you are ready for a dog, but this is not the right time.


Even if you are a person who simply hates to take a walk on a regular basis, the pit bull will be the wrong breed for you. There are other breeds that can live in such an environment. You would be doing both yourself and the pit bull breed a favor if you would select one of those breeds instead. The perfect owner for an American Pit Bull Terrier is one who will return the devotion the dog will provide him. This owner will want the dog primarily for the fantastic companionship he will offer and not for the image he will exude. This owner will enjoy the exercise the pit bull demands as much as his dog will. This owner will understand the reputation by which the pit bull has become victimized and work to improve it. This owner will be in a position to take on a dog that may be with him for 15 years, without expecting the dog to deal with excessive change in his life. This owner will be one who can provide a very regular routine in all respects for his beloved pit bull.


If you are this person, the American Pit Bull Terrier may be a better choice from other purebred dogs than you may formerly have thought.
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Are pit bulls OK with children? Just ask the Little Rascals, whose mascot Petey was an APBT!



Pop Pups


They are heroes in every sense of the word.


A World War I era American propaganda poster depicted rival nations with their national dogs dressed in military uniforms. Representing the United States was an American Pit Bull Terrier. The caption below read, “I’m neutral but not afraid of any of them”


The real-life embodiment of the dog on that poster was a stray pit bull found by Pvt. John Conroy on the Yale University campus in 1917. Conroy, who was training for deployment to the European front, named the dog Stubby. Along with the other trainees, Stubby learned to salute, putting his right paw to his eyebrow, and became familiar with bugle calls and drill marching routines. The dog was so beloved as a mascot that he was granted permission to remain with Conroy and traveled to battle front lines with the 102nd Infantry Division. He repaid his adopters by warning them of an oncoming gas attack, thus saving the platoon, and capturing a German spy. As a reward, the commander put Stubby in for a promotion to the rank of sergeant, making him the first pit bull to be given rank in the U.S. armed forces. Sgt. Stubby served in 17 battles and was wounded twice in action!


Another popular World War I era pit bull was Pig, who called the University of a Texas at Austin home. Pig went to classes with students attended athletic events and participated in morning “fall outs” with military aeronautics cadets.


One of the most famous American Pit Bull Terriers was Petey, who starred in the Our Gang comedies of the 1930s with the Little Rascals. He was also registered with the AKC as an American Safordshire Terrier . staffordshire Terrier


Weela, a pit bull, was named the Ken-L Ration Dog Hero in 1993 for exhibiting bravery in saving 30 people, 29 dogs, 13 horses and a cat during heavy floods in Southern California.


Another hero was Dixie Butler, a pit bull from Georgia who protected her familys’ children from a water moccasin. Dixie placed herself between the snake and thet children suffering multiple bites to her face and eyes. Happily, Dixie fully recovered and was inducted into the Georgia Animal Hall of Fame in 1999


Pit bulls Cheyenne, Dakota and Tahoe, owned by Kristine Crawford, work full time as search-and-rescue dogs for the Alameda County Sheriff Canine Search and Rescue Unit in Castro Valley, Calif They spread their message of safety and tail wagging through a variety of other programs as well. For one, they participate in a youth outreach program called Hug-a-Tree, which teaches kids what to do if they are lost in the wilderness. In animal-assisted therapy, Crawford and her dogs go into hospitals and family shelters. “The visits achieve lower heart rates, [they] calm disturbed children [and] get uncommunicative people to talk,” Crawford says.
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The American Pit Bull Terrier is a purebred, but many pit bull mixes exist.
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THE PIT BULL PROFILE


Energy, excitement and loyalty – all in one neat package!



COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: United States



WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Yankee Terrier, pit bull, APBT, Half and Half, American Bull Terrier



SIZE: 18 to 22 inches; 35 to 60 pounds



COAT & COLOR: The pit bull’s coat is smooth and can come in any color or color combination, except merle (a bluish or reddish gray mixed with splotches of black)



PERSONALITY TRAITS: These dogs are known to be confident, fun-loving and have a strong zest for life.



WITH KIDS: The APBT is friendly with children.



WITH OTHER PETS: They often act aggressive towards other dogs, especially those of the same sex.



ENERGY LEVEL: high



EXERCISE NEEDS: Daily exercise is very important.



GROOMING NEEDS: regular brushing, but they are overall relatively low maintenance



TRAINING NEEDS: APBTs enjoy obedience training and learning new things. Because of their high energy, these dogs need to be kept busy to keep out of trouble.



LIVING ENVIRONMENT: This dog gets along well with a dog-experienced individual or family. They can thrive in a city, country or suburban setting.



LIFESPAN: 10 to 12 years












CHAPTER 2



ALL-AMERICAN DOG
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Americans like to think of the pit bull, or more properly, the American Pit Bull Terrier, as being a breed of purely American origin. To a large extent, this is true. After all, it was in the United States that this breed took on its definitive form, ability and character.


As there are no written records that clearly document the origin of the American Pit Bull Terrier, disagreement among its advocates abounds. Most American pit bull historians feel that the American Pit Bull Terrier is the American expression of the game-bred Stafford or Staffordshire Bull Terrier of the United Kingdom. These breed fanciers maintain that as English, and especially Irish, immigrants to the United States established themselves throughout America, the little dogs they prized so highly at home — the game-bred Staffords — sometimes traveled with them. Separated from their foundation stock, the gene pool of Staffordshire Bull Terriers in the United States became more distinct and was subject to the changes imposed by the thinking of American dog breeders, the most obvious of these changes being an increase in the pit bull’s size.
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The American Pit Bull Terrier can be any color or color combination other than merle (a bluish or reddish gray mixed with splotches of black), according to the United Kennel Club breed standard.
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