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INTRODUCTION
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Three of the most influential U.S. soccer coaches are shown with author Tim Schum (right). From left are Walter Chyzowych, Joe Morrone and Steve Negoesco.





For some, a glance at the title of the book, Relentless: The Story of American Soccer and the Coaches Who Grew the Game, may beg the question: Why delve into the contributions of coaches of a sport that, until recently, has been relegated to second-class status in the hierarchy of U.S. athletics?


The answer to that inquiry is two-fold. The initial reason for the research has been to acknowledge the role of soccer coaches over the past 100 years in helping soccer steadily receive its due in this country. It is my contention that, absent an influential political organization that charted an effective approach to promoting the U.S. game, there is plenty of evidence that soccer coaches, as an entity, performed a great deal of the heavy lifting that has been responsible for soccer’s U.S. progress.


The second motivation for publishing Relentless revolves around the fact that I believe that followers of American sports have, since early in the 20th century, been intrigued by sports coaches.




As long-time Ohio Wesleyan University coach Jay Martin noted in Soccer Journal (July-August, 1996), the role of the coach was expanded during the first part of the 20th century: “As the United States entered the 1920s (called the golden decade of sport by some), the marriage between sport and education was solidified. The coach became important…. [and] the position developed some very high expectations. And those expectations of a coach are unique to the United States…. A German soccer coach is responsible to teach/coach soccer. An American soccer coach must teach/coach soccer and must develop character, sportsmanship, honesty, fitness, psychological balance, etc.”1


And so the second of the book’s objectives includes an aspiration: to record the lives of those individuals who exhibited a persistence of purpose and who, at different times and against formidable odds (and not appreciated by many), have risen to the occasion and overcome soccer’s obstacles. Whatever the impediments, the book’s storyline will share examples of the commitment of those individuals in the U.S. soccer coaching community who promoted the play of the game and, in turn, celebrated its inherent beauty to others.


The book’s organization was determined to some extent by chronology. That is, soccer’s earliest history was orchestrated by a select group of individuals who were introduced to the game in other countries and helped establish it principally on the East Coast of the United States. Much of that information was gleaned from an earlier book written by Coach Joe Bean and me.2


In specific chapters I will share background information about coaches that will serve to enliven their careers beyond the typical wins and losses that underpin their legacies. For instance, many soccer coaches served the game on a part-time basis and were forced to find outside employment in order to make ends meet. The coach who served as an aide to a blind attorney while also contributing to the game for nearly a half-century is but one example.


Absent a well-organized and progressive national body to promote soccer, it is my contention that it remained for individual coaches in their locales and, in many cases, later in conjunction with NSCAA and U.S. Soccer, who have been responsible for overcoming the problem areas of the sport.


One issue was the need for the introduction of programs to improve and expand coaching education. I will seek to acknowledge the contributions of those individuals who have played vital roles in that mentoring process. From Glenn Warner’s film work to the insertion of comprehensive curricula into the educational process, such individuals as Cramer, Chyzowych, Gooding, Lennox, and Tipping will emerge as personalities who have advanced coaching education during their careers.


And it was through their institutions that the coaches Brock, Parker, Holloway, and Martin provided guidance to students who have, in turn, become coaches and utilized their mentors’ examples to instruct future generations of players. It was through creation of their “coaching trees” that these individuals and others have expanded and improved soccer play throughout the U.S.


Of nearly equal importance was oversight of laws governing soccer play. The book will cover how that task was assumed by a variety of coaches, with the names of Stewart, Waters, and McCrath among those who have addressed rules issues.


The name Guelker stands out when reviewing the explosion of U.S. youth soccer play, for it was his St. Louis model that was later replicated in countless communities in this country.


Coaches have been innovators when it came to offering other avenues for player improvement, with coach Yonker’s introduction of the soccer camp concept a case in point. Others, including the Chyzowychs, Machnik, and McKeon, followed his lead.


Coaches have also played roles outside the normal Xs and Os; in many cases, they orchestrated the startups of league structures while also reaching across professional lines to coordinate with organizations such as the NCAA, NAIA, and NISOA to develop various facets of the game. Here the names of coaches Briggs, Morrone, and Squires will emerge.


All professions hold memberships to certain standards of conduct. So, as soccer play became more refined (and competitive!), the names Eiler, Baptista, and Bean emerged from the soccer coaching community to lead the way toward accepted ethical standards.


While individuals such as Bill Jeffrey sought by their efforts to promote the game, it was through the collective work of organizations, including the NSCAA, that a means was found to honor players, coaches, and teams for their contributions. That these acknowledgements annually take place at the largest gathering of soccer coaches in the world is a tribute to the cadre of coaches who founded the event and nurtured it to its present status.


Obviously, the fielding of competitive teams has generated publicity for the sport, and coaches Arena, Bahr, Dorrance, Guelker, Hyndman, Holleman, Miller, Morrone, Negoesco, Yeagley, Bradley, and Cirovski have proved to be trend setters in developing teams whose players have, in turn, later contributed to soccer’s progress in various capacities.


It was through the legislative process that women’s soccer emerged in the 1970s, with Anson Dorrance’s example helping others in terms of how to successfully address the coaching of female players. Individuals including Burreigh, Echtermeyer, Gallimore, Heinrichs, and Wilber have followed Dorrance in growing the women’s game. The name DiCicco resonates alongside Dorrance for his role in elevating the USWNT to worldwide prominence.


As the U.S. began to establish a means to compete internationally, several coaches, including Arena, Bradley, Gansler, Schmid, and Sampson, offered their coaching expertise to our national teams, and it was Steinbrecher who solidified the administrative end of things for the teams. With the formation of the MLS, the U.S. soccer community has contributed the above-named coaches along with Sarachan, Liekoski, and Porter to lead various teams.


I have cited and aligned names associated with elevating various facets of U.S. soccer, but there are other coaches whose names resonate in their locales as movers and shakers of the game. By book’s end, it is hoped that Avedikian, Schellscheidt, Bugliari, Robinson, Greening, and Dezawein, while not household names in the game’s history, will also be appreciated for their contributions to our country’s soccer ascendency.


To that end, soccer is indebted to one individual who has earlier collected all manner of soccer memorabilia and information. His first name is Mickey, and I challenge readers to dig into the book to identify his last name.


Finally, and I know it will be a legacy of the book that some readers will wonder: Why isn’t so-and-so’s career covered? Well, just as with a soccer game itself, you don’t win them all, and you can’t chart everyone. So I apologize for any oversights, but what remains is one person’s approach to lauding the efforts of many, if not all, of the many soccer coaches who have helped lift the sport to its rightful place in our country’s sporting hierarchy.


A note on the QR codes: Sometimes there is just so much information on a subject that it can’t all fit within a printed book. Placed throughout this book are QR codes that, when scanned, will provide additional (and interesting, I think) information on the subject. To access the content, simply scan the QR code with your smartphone camera, or, if reading the eBook, simply tap the QR code with your finger.








CHAPTER I


EARLY HISTORY


Soccer’s First Coaches Lay the Sport’s Foundation


A study of who did what and when in terms of establishing a foundation for the sport of soccer in the United States is revealing in that it points out that while, organizationally, the United States Football Association was entrusted by FIFA with advancing the game in this country, it had neither the resources nor the administrative capability needed to achieve that objective.


Rather, history reveals that much of the credit for sustaining soccer in the early part of the 20th Century can be laid at the feet of a rather small cadre of dedicated coaches, some foreign-born. The latter’s passion for the sport was fueled, in part, by soccer’s prominent place in their former countries. When that energy was coupled with the enthusiasm of an emerging group of American coaches, such commitment cannot be ignored in terms of its impact on the sport’s slow but steady progress through the 1920s and 1930s.


And, as will be described, the collective work of the pre-World War II soccer coaching community was limited principally to the East Coast of the United States.


The author will recount the importance of the publication Soccer Guide during this era, as it was an important conduit for annually promoting the sport as well as serving to connect its leadership. Edited by coach Douglas Stewart, the Guide offered a yearly summary of soccer activity at the intercollegiate and secondary school levels of play along with identifying each year’s mythical national intercollegiate championship team(s). Also included in the periodical was a listing of that year’s All-American team.


Also recorded will be the role coaches played spearheading the formation of leagues that enabled schools to partner with as they began to sponsor the sport. In terms of improvement of coaching education, the era under discussion offered little other than the staging of sporadic clinics whose impact was minimal in terms of their impact on improvement of individual and team play.


With a dearth of officials, it was left to coaches in their locales to identify and assist in referee development. In relation to the application of playing rules, coaches and school administrators began to adapt rules that were in sync with the educational objectives of U.S. colleges and secondary schools. It was here that modifications to restrictive FIFA substitution rules were first introduced.


It was during this era that conflicting viewpoints between individuals representing the educational institutions of the country and those whose attitudes were formed abroad were first emerged. While some coaches were associated with both groupings, in the long run, historic disagreements on a variety of soccer-related issues did not lead to the type of unified problem-solving needed to advance the sport.


With World War II approaching and while soccer progress had been steady, much still needed to be accomplished in the areas of coaching and referee development, along with identification of new ideas for the promotion and marketing of the game.


It would be up to the next generation of post-World War II coaches to address those challenges.


The Early Years of Soccer in the United States


Despite the fact that soccer historians can hark back to ancient times in terms of chronicling the start of the sport, when it comes time to chart the growth of the game in the United States, the term most associated with its progress is “spasmodic.”


Though there are references to games that somewhat resembled soccer in ancient Greece and Rome, and there is mention of medieval towns in England kicking the head of any decapitated invader from one end of a village to the other as a soccer-like activity, it wasn’t until the late 1880s that formalized soccer was taking hold in this country.


The action involved teams of Scottish, Irish, and English immigrants playing games largely among themselves and primarily in locales on the East Coast of the United States. Reportedly, in the late 1870s, more formal teams were organized in the West Hudson area of New Jersey; other similar leagues followed in New England led by Portuguese seamen in Fall River, Massachusetts. About the same time, Midwest centers of soccer interest popped up in St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Cincinnati, and Cleveland. In the Far West, Denver and San Francisco were reported centers of soccer interest.


Early Organization


The first attempt to organize the game took place in Newark, New Jersey in 1884-85 when a group formed the American Football Association (AFA). In 1885, a group of teams unrelated to the AFA played organized matches in New York City’s Central Park. A year later, in New England, the Bristol County Soccer League was announced, centered in Fall River. In 1887, the New England Football League came into existence.


Various immigrant groups largely organized these aforementioned events. In St. Louis in 1890 a group of Americans were playing under the Kensington team banner. Interest was also reported in Western New York. In 1901, the formation of the Football Association of Eastern Pennsylvania was announced. Similar associations were formed in those Midwestern and Far Western cities previously referenced.


In 1904, the East Coast visit of the Pilgrims, a British amateur team, exposed various fledgling U.S. teams to a more sophisticated brand of soccer, with the invaders winning 21 of the 23 matches played. Later, similar visits by the Corinthian Football Club (1906 and 1911)) and the return visit of the Pilgrim SC in 1909 provided standards for various American teams to achieve, with the teams compiling a combined 47-6-5 record during their visits.


In 1905, a group of Eastern colleges that included Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, Haverford, and Pennsylvania were playing soccer and formed the Intercollegiate Association Football League (IAFL).




USFA


After a somewhat protracted internal political battle between the American Football Association and the American Amateur Football Association (AAFA) in 1913, the Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), in 1914, recognized the United States Football Association (USFA) as the governing body for the sport in the United States. USFA shortly affiliated 24 subsidiary regional organizations under its umbrella.


Dr. G. Randolph Manning and Douglas Stewart were two prominent individuals associated with the formation of USFA. Manning was a leader of the amateur group (AFAA) and hailed from New York City, and Stewart was a force in Philadelphia. When negotiations for FIFA recognition between the two aforementioned groups ensued, it was reported that Stewart’s throwing his organization’s support to Manning’s group resulted in the FIFA endorsement of the new organization.


Formed to oversee the sport in this country, USFA principally sponsored two national soccer competitions. The National Challenge Cup (open to both amateur and professional teams) was first contested in 1912-13, with teams competing for the Dewar Cup, a trophy valued at a reported $500! Later, in 1922-23, USFA introduced the National Amateur Challenge Cup.


In 1919, and following World War I, the IAFL became the Intercollegiate Football Association of America (IFAA) and was reorganized in order to accommodate the influx of new colleges that began soccer play. The principal roles assumed by the organization were rules codification and interpretation and referee training. The establishment of various leagues and promotion of the game were also items on the IFAA agenda.


ISFAA and the NSCAA


In 1925-26, and for the third time, the group changed its name to the Intercollegiate Soccer Football Association of America (ISFAA) and continued promotion of the game at the college level. Due to fiscal constraints, it merged its efforts with the National Soccer Coaches Association of America in 1996.


In the post-World War II period, as the game’s ascendency continued at the nation’s colleges, but more so at the secondary school level, the National Soccer Coaches Association of America (formed in 1941) began to play a role in the growth and promotion of the game.
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Shown is the first meeting of the NSCAA held in New York City in January 1942.





The NSCAA’s stated objectives in 1941 included the following.


•Encourage the development of the sport of soccer in secondary schools, colleges, and universities.


•Develop mechanisms to better publicize the sport.


•Organize clinics to better teach the sport.


•Evaluate current teaching methods and improve them to make for better teaching of the sport.


•Seek to enroll more soccer coaches in the NSCAA to better achieve the above goals.


President John Brock of Springfield College led the NSCAA’s first slate of officers. Those included coaching legend Bill Jeffrey of Penn State, who was appointed chairman of its soccer clinics committee.


Early Cooperation


With two organizations now established with similar goals, cooperation, rather than conflict, was necessary in order for the game to progress.


To some degree, this took place as USSFA sought to select the player roster for the resumption of Olympic soccer competition at the 1948 London games.


Earlier, in 1946, and in an effort to showcase the playing ability of its collegiate players, the ISFAA organized an intercollegiate all-star game in New York City. The game matched a Middle Atlantic/Southern team versus one from New York/New England.




The following year, a joint USSFA/ISFAA committee was formed to evaluate a series of tryout matches to select the 1948 U.S. Olympic team. Perhaps the eventual makeup of the team’s roster reflected the USSFA influence, because only one player of the 15-player team roster was a college player. Five starters hailed from Fall River, Massachusetts.


Soccer’s Pioneer Coaches


As the game progressed in the first half of the 20th century, it was highly dependent on coaches to carry it forward in their respective regions. A few individuals, hired by various intercollegiate institutions, were noteworthy pioneers in accomplishing that objective.


Underpinning their commitment to popularizing the game, these men had a genuine fondness and concern for the game and a belief that, if they were dedicated enough, others would begin to develop a similar appreciation for it. Readers should recognize that, in reviewing their coaching accomplishments, they were achieved at a time when travel and communication were far more time-consuming.


Douglas Stewart


Soccer became a cult at Penn, and he was its high priest.


As noted, the name of Douglas Stewart can be reported as one of the founders of what became the USSFA and the ISFAA. He was also among a group of foreign-born coaches hired by Ivy League institutions when they formed collegiate soccer teams. Stewart played on some of the best English and Canadian soccer teams before landing in Philadelphia in the early 1900s, where he found work as a paralegal for a blind attorney.


Douglas Stewart’s success can be attributed to his knowledge of the finer points of soccer, which were still foreign to many Americans. Stewart also was known as a militaristic despot who utilized fear as a principal teaching instrument. He was the commanding officer, and players were the enlisted men. Stewart called everyone by his last name. He was known to strike a player across the legs with his walking stick for assorted soccer offenses.




He soon helped in the 1904 formation of that area’s first referees’ association, coached in the Philadelphia Cricket League, and, most importantly, initiated the soccer program at the University of Pennsylvania. In 1905, Penn became a charter member of IASL. Between 1914 and 1925, Penn won six IASL championships.
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Douglas Stewart cast a long shadow over soccer in the first part of the 20th century.





Stewart was aided by assistant coaches (one of whom was later Philadelphia coaching legend Jimmy Mills) and a battery of student managers. The managers were required to bring him a typed report of each day’s practice by eight o’clock the same evening. Often, Stewart’s practices began under the direction of an assistant. Soon, however, he would leave his office, walking stick in hand, and head to the soccer field. He was critical of his players. Yet, despite his tyrannical nature, Stewart’s program gained the admiration of his players, friends, and the opposition in his 33 years at Penn.




One manner in which the ISFAA sought to promote the game was through the annual publication of what might be termed a soccer yearbook. Titled Soccer Guide, it was published by A.S. Barnes in New York City. Appointed by ISFAA, Douglas Stewart served as its editor for 27 years. In addition to listing the playing rules and a review of the previous season, the booklet contained a number of instructional articles for players, referees, and coaches. Referees’ names were listed by geographical region. In time, interpretations (Stewart’s!) were listed alongside the rule itself. It also included the names of those chosen for the previous year’s all-intercollegiate team, which Steward chose from 1920 through 1925. The Guide was a publication eagerly awaited each year.


Adding to his stature, Stewart served as a member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association Rules Committee and was the final word on rules interpretations. In soccer’s infancy, he annually encouraged teams to exhibit more refined technical play. He also constantly noted that the game needed better-qualified officials. Here he lamented that roughhouse tactics demanded an increase in courage by players and referees alike. He also tutored soccer enthusiasts around the country. Perhaps more than any single person, he helped advance soccer as an intercollegiate sport in America.


Zander Hollander noted Stewart’s accomplishments in his book, The American Encyclopedia Of Soccer (p. 34). Mr. Hollander had adapted much of Stewart’s biographical information that Dr. Robert C. Baptista (an NSCAA Honor Award recipient in 1975) had utilized in his 1962 doctoral dissertation “A History of Intercollegiate Soccer in the United States of America.” Hollander noted, “Douglas Stewart was one of the early coaching legends of the kicking game.”


Brock and Springfield


… “Regretfully I must report that as a freshman we laughed and mimicked him behind his back … By the time we were seniors there wasn’t one of us that wouldn’t have killed for John Brock.” –Alden “Whitey” Burnham


Coach John Brock’s leadership qualities were evident when, in 1908, he captained the first soccer team fielded by his alma mater, Springfield College. The Chiefs at the time (they’re the Maroons today) split their two-match season.
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John Brock was the legendary coach at Springfield College.





Coaching at Springfield


Brock joined the physical education faculty at Springfield in 1920 and was appointed soccer coach in 1929. He remained as coach until his retirement in 1947. During those 15 seasons, the Chiefs enjoyed many great years. Included were seven New England collegiate titles and four (1931, 1937, 1946-47) mythical ISFAA national titles.


The most notable were his last three seasons. His charges compiled a 5-0-1 record in 1942 and, after a three-year hiatus during World War II, came back to win consecutive national championships in 1946–47. The team’s combined record in those years was 17-0-0, with the Chiefs putting together a string of 23 straight unbeaten matches. In that era, that was quite an accomplishment.


Dr. Brock earned his Ph.D. at New York University in 1939 and, in addition to teaching in Springfield’s physical education program, coached its tennis team.


Glenn Warner, later coach at the United States Naval Academy (he later became president of the Association in 1953), spoke of Brock in endearing terms. “Coach Brock was a very quiet man. You respected him. It was difficult to get any enthusiasm from John. He was not that type of person. But respect was his main forte. He knew the game of soccer.”3


In addition to Warner, Brock coaching alumni includes noted coaches Huntley Parker, Alden “Whitey” Burnham, and his successor, Irv Schmid.


Schmid spoke of his mentor when coach Brock became a charter member of the NSCAA’s initial Hall of Fame in1991: “Known as ‘Sleepy John’ by his students and players, he was one of the most loved and respected professors on the faculty. He was a slow-moving, quiet, easygoing person, most knowledgeable in many, many areas. Although he appeared to be not listening, he was always wide-awake. He coached and played great tennis, but soccer was his game.”4


Alden “Whitey” Burnham offered another glimpse into John Brock: “A gentle man? My college coach, John Brock. Regretfully I must report that as a freshman we laughed and mimicked him behind his back because he seemed so unreal, with a half smile on his face most of the time, he walked around as though in a reverie. By the time we were seniors there wasn’t one of us that wouldn’t have killed for John Brock.”5


The First NSCAA President


As it turned out, John Brock gave early stability and organizational skills to the Association. He was an inspirational leader, making certain that the newly founded organization kept focused on its original purpose and pursued its common goals. He was a courageous and skillful leader who seized the opportunity to change things for the betterment of the soccer community. He was available and willing to serve. It is hard to imagine that there was a better man to fill the role of NSCAA’s first president than John Brock.


Dr. Brock found time for outside pursuits such as oil painting, music, and French. In addition to his Hall of Fame honor, John Brock was the third recipient of the NSCAA Honor Award in 1944.




Thomas Taylor – U.S. Naval Academy


The value of this program on teaching and developing the fundamentals of soccer cannot be overestimated in terms of its eventual impact on the development of the sport in this country once these newly indoctrinated soldiers returned to their communities as new soccer advocates.


Tom Taylor was another foreign-born coach who left his mark on the growth of the game in this country. A native of Bury, Lancashire, England, Taylor was the longtime coach at Navy, having begun coaching the Midshipmen in 1919. He coached Navy for 27 years with his final 1943, 1944, and 1945 teams compiling a 19-1-1 record. The 1944 Navy team was recognized by the ISFAA as the nation’s best.


When Tom came to the United States, he brought with him a consummate knowledge of the game of soccer, and he immediately put it to use as he served as the physical training director at the city mission in New Bedford, Mass. In the ensuing years, physical training had to give way to more profitable work. In 1911–12, he was in Mexico in the midst of the revolution. At one time he was actually taken prisoner, and it was here that he learned the Spanish that was to prove so helpful in later managing some of his great South American stars at Navy.


During the First World War, he served in the Canadian Army, where he trained the world-famous Black Watch Division. Located in Baltimore after the war, he continued teaching physical education and found time to help with social work in the city areas and parks. It was in Baltimore in 1919 that the Naval Academy Commander James Richardson approached the gifted Englishman and offered him the post at the Naval Academy that he was to hold for 32 years. That fall, he collected 25 men and put the Naval Academy soccer program into action.


Through 1946, when he retired as head soccer coach, Taylor compiled a remarkable record of 112 wins, 53 losses, and 20 ties. His last three teams produced a total of thirteen All-Americans. His enthusiasm concerning the Army-Navy clash is reflected in his persistent disappointment in losing his last game to Army after having beaten them on so many previous occasions.


While World War II curtailed intercollegiate soccer play, it did present an opportunity for coaches, particularly collegiate coaches, to introduce thousands of our armed forces to soccer’s fundamentals.


The major contribution that coach Taylor made to the NSCAA was the concentrated soccer instruction provided to many men in our armed forces during World War II through the Naval Aviation Pre-Flight Training programs. Coach Taylor made certain that several prominent college coaches were assigned to this fitness program that utilized soccer as a fundamental part of the regimen. Among them were Earle Waters (West Chester), Walter McCloud (Trinity), and John Squires (Connecticut).


In 1943, as a tribute for his role in promoting the sport, Taylor was the first soccer coach presented with the NSCAA Honor Award.


Thomas Dent


Along with Stewart and Taylor, Tom Dent at Dartmouth College was another Ivy League coach with a foreign pedigree. Enrolled at Birmingham University in England, he found the call of soccer so strong that he left his studies to play professional soccer with the great Aston Villa team in the English League.


In 1924, Tom was hired to teach French and coach soccer at Dartmouth. In 1927, he added lacrosse to his coaching resume and, although he had never played the game, he soon mastered its intricacies. Under his tutelage, Dartmouth soccer and lacrosse teams won many New England championships, and a number of individual Dartmouth players earned All-American berths.


In addition to his coaching duties, Tom served soccer in many capacities. He was one of the founders of the National Soccer Coaches Association and was a former president of the Intercollegiate Soccer Football Association of America. In 1951, he served as the only representative of the U.S. college soccer coaches on the Olympic Soccer Selection Committee.


He also helped establish a high school soccer league in northern Vermont, and he organized soccer clinics and furnished soccer officials for schools in and around Hanover, NH. One of the first to utilize soccer films for instructional purposes, he also was credited with having a major influence on the rules of the game.


As with many coaches of his era, Tom Dent was a well-rounded individual. He served for a number of years as chairman of New Hampshire’s Fish and Game Committee. In 1946, he received the Francis J. Parker Trophy, awarded annually by the New England Outdoor Writers Association to the person who has done the most for conservation in New Hampshire.


An NSCAA Honor Award recipient in 1951, Dent was inducted into the organization’s Hall of Fame in 1992.




Bob Dunn


In addition to this outstanding collegiate record, Bob Dunn coached soccer at several area high schools as well as for various other Philly amateur, professional, and industrial clubs. It is reported that the teams he guided achieved an amazing 106-5-1 composite record.


Turning once more to the Soccer Guides, a preview of things to come is found in an article by Doug Stewart in the 1921 issue referring to coach Bob Dunn’s first Swarthmore College team: “The caliber of the Swarthmore team is high, the team was well-coached and worked together so well that the Lehigh team is the only one which made any real stand against them. For a newcomer into collegiate soccer, Swarthmore has made a very good showing, only being beaten by Syracuse and Princeton. It follows therefore, that if Swarthmore again wins the State Championship it will be considered to have developed sufficient strength to warrant a trial with some of the Intercollegiate League teams…”6




[image: ]

Bob Dunn (right) Swarthmore coach from 1920-60 is shown here with Willis Stetson (left), Swathmore’s all-time leading scorer, and James White (center), his successor as coach.
Photo courtesy of Swarthmore College.







These words were indeed prophetic, for “Dunny,” as some 500 Swarthmore soccer alumni fondly called him, coached 28 championship soccer teams at suburban Philadelphia schools, including Swarthmore’s mythical national co-championship team in 1928. Ninety-one of his players received All-America honors, and seven of his protégés became college coaches.


Like with many of his colleagues, Dunn’s activities and contributions to local and national athletic groups were noteworthy. He has served as secretary of the Middle Atlantic Conference Baseball League and as vice-president of the Middle Atlantic Intercollegiate Soccer League; he developed the present Philadelphia Public High School Soccer League; and he organized the Middle Atlantic Conference Soccer League and served as its chairman from its inception in 1934 until 1953. In that same year, he compiled an exhaustive statistical history of the league. In his spare time, he was also an approved soccer, basketball, and baseball official. He is one of the pioneers and founders of the National Soccer Coaches Association of America and the Philadelphia Soccer Coaches Association.


He also lent his administrative expertise to various committees of the Intercollegiate Soccer Football Association, the NSCAA (president in 1946), and the NCAA. With the latter group, he served as past chairman of its Soccer Rules Committee while helping organize its first soccer championships.


The Decline of the ISAA


By 1995, the Intercollegiate Soccer Association of America (ISAA), the formative body that was responsible for organizing intercollegiate soccer beginning in 1905, was disbanded and formerly absorbed into the NSCAA.


Leading up to World War II, and then known as the Intercollegiate Soccer Football Association of America (ISFAA), ISAA had performed much of the “heavy lifting” in terms of giving direction to the college game. But with the formation of the NSCAA in 1941, the soccer landscape began to change, especially at the secondary school level, and the NSCAA became better equipped to promote the game at that and all levels of play.




Loss of Identity


Up to the post-World War II period, ISFAA still was the body that determined the mythical national championship team. But with the staging of the NCAA and NAIA national championships in 1959, that ISFAA function was superseded.


Earlier, in 1950, another change occurred when the NSCAA Awards Committee usurped ISFAA’s other important function, selection of the college All-America team. In particular, that process was made more objective through the introduction of coach Fred Holloway’s mathematical scheme.


With the loss of the two programs came questions from its member dues-paying colleges as to the value of their ISFAA membership. Basically, what remained of value was that colleges annually received the ISFAA Guide that it published each fall. Eventually, that publication was published by the NCAA and distributed to member institutions by ISFAA.


Historically, many of the NSCAA officers would, at the end of their terms, move on to lead ISFAA affairs. It was left to ISFAA President John Eiler, in 1962, to defend the role of his faltering organization. “I am convinced,” he stated, “that there is a need for both the ISFAA and the NSCAA to promote soccer in this country. Each has objectives that are not immediately related, but in the overall picture there is a cooperative effort to put soccer in its rightful place with other sports. The ISFAA approaches its promotional responsibility in one way and NSCAA in another. Both organizations are needed. One to provide administrators of colleges and universities an interest in the game, and one to keep coaches interested. I suggest that our job is to support any group willing to advance soccer and to be an effective part of a larger, united effort.”7


The well-respected Eiler’s declaration proved to bring about a mutual respect for each organization’s role in the game. It was left to ISFAA for the next 30 years to identify and administer programs that met the criteria of both, appealing to its membership for budgetary purposes and serving to meet its stated objectives.


The Rating System Introduced


… In many cases regional chairs reported receiving calls from sports reporters seeking the rating of college teams in their circulation areas….


One role that ISFAA did continue to play in the post-war period was that its college coaches served on the NCAA Rules Committee that annually reviewed and issued via the Guide the playing rules each year. By the late 1950s, the members of the rules committee began planning, under the leadership of Connecticut coach John Squires, for the staging of the first NCAA tournament. The question of how to rate and select teams for that and succeeding tournaments was left to NCAA regional committees. And until those final selections were announced, there was little buildup to the tournament itself. College soccer was losing an opportunity to promote what would be its culminating event.


What was needed was a national rating system for teams, and that was what Pat Damore, men’s soccer coach at the State University of New York at Fredonia, proposed at the ISFAA meeting on January 9, 1969. Although not a determinant in acceptance to the NCAA tournament, the season-long ISFAA rating system helped identify teams for consideration while keeping college soccer in the spotlight throughout the regular season.


Simple in concept, ISFAA formed rating committees in six regions of the country. Each regional chair established a rating board that rank ordered teams each week based on teams’ results. Each regional chair then reported their top four ranked teams to the national chairperson. When all regional rankings were completed, the collective regional chairs rank ordered the 24 teams, and the chair would tabulate the votes and share the weekly national ratings via the wire services. Generally, by Monday morning, the regional ratings were released, followed by the national ratings that evening. In many cases, regional chairs reported receiving calls from sports reporters seeking the rating of college teams in their circulation areas.


Beginning the week of September 22, 1969, with Damore serving as the first national chair, the first rankings were released. Counted among the first regional chairpersons were New England, Cliff Stevenson (Brown); New York, Garth Stam (SUNY-Oneonta); Penn-NJ-Delaware, Will Myers (William Patterson); South, Tom Johnson (Emory); Midwest, Fred Taube (MacMurray); and Far West, Hank Eichin (Air Force).


Subsequently, Myers and Taube served as national chairs, as did coaches Tom Griffith (Wisconsin-Green Bay), Ibrahim (Clemson), Hank Steinbrecher (Appalachian State), and Owen Wright (Elizabethtown).


The introduction of the weekly ratings proved a boon to the struggling ISAA (“football” was dropped in 1974) and was a marketing coup for college soccer. The regional ratings were mailed weekly to each member college. Up until 1982, all colleges were eligible for rankings. As an example, one week in 1974, relative unknown Binghamton University was ranked number 15 nationally based on the season it was having! And so, until the NCAA created three divisions of soccer play in 1982, every school had a chance to earn a place in the weekly rankings each season.


ISAA, in addition to the implementation of the rating system, continued each year to distribute the annual NCAA rulebooks and also dispersed annual college soccer almanacs that contained team schedules and other valued information.


Frank Longo and the ISAA Programs


Alongside the introduction of the college rating system, in 1973, through a joint effort of ISAA and NSCAA, the first of the SportCraft coach of the year (COY) awards was underway. Reportedly the result of an informal conversation between John McKeon and Al Miller with SportCraft, Ltd’s marketing manager, Judd Dunn, the company sponsored the awards through 1980. Chairing the COY committee was Frank Longo of Quincy College. St. Louis University’s Bob Guelker was the first award recipient, and SLU, as part of the agreement, also received a $500 scholarship award.


A year later, the SportCraft COY program expanded to honor NJCAA and secondary school coaches.
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Frank Longo.





By the 1980s, with soccer exploding at various levels of play, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company took over the sponsorship of the COY awards program. By the end of the decade, COY awards were being presented to men and women coaches of teams representing schools playing at the NCAA, NAIA, NJCAA, and NCCAA levels. Also, COY awards for secondary school and USYSA coaches would be instituted, with the scholastic coach awards further defined by awards to include awards for coaches of private/parochial school teams.


By the turn of the century, most every identifiable level of amateur coaching was being honored with a COY award. By 2019, rather than define a singular person as COY, the now United Soccer Coaches organization initiated coaching “staff” of the year awards for its now 22 coaching groupings! It is estimated that the United Soccer Coaches now annually presents over 11,000 awards to its member coaches.


Frank Longo, for his career achievements at the college level, was recipient of the ISAA Bill Jeffrey Award in 1977. Presently, it is one of four long-standing annual career awards, along with the United Soccer Coaches Honor Award, the Robert W. Robinson (High School) Award, and the Charlotte Moran (Youth) Award.


The Partners of the Americas Program


… It concentrated not only on sports exchanges but also developed programs that focused on health, agriculture, and other areas of mutual benefit….


For several years, beginning in 1976, the ISAA, under the leadership of Frank Longo, sponsored the Partners of the Americas coaching exchange program.


Long associated with Quincy College, and the “man behind the scenes” as the school began to accumulate a record 11 NAIA men’s soccer championships, Longo was responsible for making arrangements for various Quincy teams to fine-tune their play through foreign trips to Israel, Holland, Mexico, and Scotland.


Quincy traveled to Sao Paulo, Brazil in 1973 and, as an outcome of that trip, Longo helped orchestrate Brazil’s MacKenzie University soccer team’s tour the following year for a series of matches versus U.S. colleges.


By 1976, Frank Longo had arranged for the ISAA and NSCAA to assume a role in the sports segment of a U.S. government-sanctioned exchange program with Brazil called the Partners of the Americas Program. It concentrated not only on sports exchanges but also developed programs that focused on health, agriculture, and other areas of mutual benefit.


In 1976, six U.S. coaches, including Quincy’s Jack MacKenzie, Bob Guelker (SIU-Edwardsville), Jerry Yeagley (University of Indiana), Steve Janczak (Lewis College), Horst Richardson (Colorado College), and Harry Keough (St. Louis University), traveled to Brazil, where they spent two weeks immersed in its soccer culture. In turn, by that fall, a like number of Brazilian coaches toured the United States and were hosted by various college coaches, many of whom had been beneficiaries of the Partners program. When visiting, the Brazilians conducted soccer clinics and made appearances at various school and community functions.




While the program was short-lived, it was Longo who deserved full credit for orchestrating the Partners program that served to cement relations between the two countries. It was also Longo who later helped to arrange the appearance of Brazilian national team coach Claudio Coutinho at the 1988 Washington, D.C. convention. It started a trend of Brazilian coaches offering convention clinic sessions that has endured to the present.


Senior Bowl Sponsorship


… Seeking other means to maintain its place, in 1983, the ISAA began recognizing the best U. S. college soccer goalkeepers …


In 1972, in an attempt to expose the best collegiate players to NASL teams, the ISAA staged the first of what would be the Senior Soccer Bowl Classics. These matches were staged in communities offering some form of fiscal support and matched all-star teams on an East-West format. Additionally, two coaches, based on their teams’ seasonal records, were selected to manage the teams.


The event itself was the brainchild of then-ISAA president Wayne Sunderland of Pratt Institute. He was cited as engaging Frank Longo and John McKeon as administrators in the staging of the Senior Bowl events. In fact, ISAA was the beneficiary of Longo’s management skills for, through the late 1970s and early 1980s, he served as the organization’s executive secretary.


The Senior Bowl event was staged in the Orlando area for the first seven years before moving to Tampa in 1979 and Fort Lauderdale in 1980. The 1981-82 matches were played in Tulsa (OK). With the NASL closing shop in 1984, the final Senior Bowl Classic was held in Las Vegas (NV) in 1983.


Seeking other means to maintain its place, in 1983, the ISAA began recognizing the best U.S. college soccer goalkeepers by establishing and annually awarding the ISAA Goalkeeper of the Year Award for male and female keepers. Among the women recipients were Mary Harvey (Cal-Berkeley) in 1986 and Brianna Scurry (Massachusetts) in 1993. Each starred on U.S. women’s World Cup championship teams. Male honorees included Kasey Keller (1991-Portland) and Brad Friedel (1992-UCLA), both of whom later starred on USMNT World Cup teams.


Along with the keeper awards, in 1984, ISAA began its Men’s Player of the Year (POY) awards, with a similar award for women players beginning a year later. Among the male honorees were Bruce Murray (Clemson-1987) and Brian McBride (St. Louis-1993), both of whom starred on USMNTs, while Mia Hamm was selected twice as ISAA POY, along with six others who starred on U.S. world championship teams.


By 1995, with its influence waning, the ISAA merged its efforts with NSCAA, and the aforementioned awards were discontinued.


As for Longo, the unsung hero of so many soccer ventures, he joined U.S. Soccer Secretary General Hank Steinbrecher as his chief of staff in 1991 and served in that capacity until 1995. Colleague (and race track buddy) John McKeon summarized Longo’s legacy when he commented on the occasion of Frank’s passing in 1999: “He really didn’t want the limelight. He got a sense of accomplishment by arranging things, making them happen. We all know he contributed a great deal to the growth of soccer.”


The Secondary Schools Rankings


Borrowing on the success of the ISAA team rankings system, in 1988, secondary schools’ representative Gene Chyzowych convinced the NSCAA executive board to introduce a similar system for the nation’s high schools.


Quaker Oats Company’s marketing director, Hank Steinbrecher, had come forward with funding to help get the project started. Promoted as the NSCAA/Gatorade National Top 20 Poll, it debuted in the fall of 1988 and only ranked boys teams and teams that played in the more-traditional fall season.


The following year, rankings included girls teams, and shortly thereafter, poll results were compiled for teams that played winter-spring seasons.


If NSCAA member Jerry Durovic’s letter is any indication, the introduction of a ranking system for secondary school teams was an overwhelming success. In 1989, after noting that as his area high school began to be ranked in the top five teams nationally, there was greatly increased interest in the area media in reporting the team’s results on an ongoing basis. He also shared the following with Soccer Journal readers: “The national poll increased interest in soccer across New York State. For example, when Shenendehowa HS boys traveled to play non-league games against other state powers, the size of the crowds increased significantly. Alumni, coaches and spectators with no previous interest in soccer came to watch ‘nationally-ranked teams’ play. . . .“If the purpose of the poll was to heighten interest in high school soccer, it was a resounding success in my opinion.8




Aiding Chyzowych in conducting the girls’ poll were Jay Gavitt (NJ), T.J. Williams (MA), Paul Kruppa (NY), Bob Morris (NJ), Gary Shrader (TN), Vic Garcia (CO), and Rick Caldwell (CA).


By 1997, the rankings had continued to evolve, with 25 boys and girls teams now ranked in both the fall and winter/spring polls. Doug Eisenhauer (MD) now chaired the boys’ committee, with John Blomstram (CT), Joe Borrosh (NY), Tim Storch (MI), Norm Hillner (IL), Vic Garcia (CO), Eric Lane (TX), and Bob Barry (HI) assisting.


As of 2020, the annual rankings of secondary school teams have remained one of the most valued benefits of United Soccer Coaches membership.




Soccer in the 1920s


The period following World War I was marked by some growth in soccer play and was led by two coaches, Bill Jeffrey and Earle Waters.


During the 1920s, USSFA’s role in growing the game focused largely on sponsorship of its Open and Amateur Cups. It was the staging of those events that led to a confrontational relationship with the then-thriving American Soccer League and had long-term consequences as professional soccer sought to gain a foothold in the country.


For it was in the post-war period that the professional game was presented a chance to solidify itself, only to be thwarted by USSFA hardheadedness. Buoyed by an influx of talented European players who could earn greater wages in U.S. factories and on company-sponsored teams than they could earn in their homelands, the ASL thrived.


Playing principally weekend matches, the league found itself in conflict when asked to rearrange its league fixtures when such matches ran counter to the Federation’s Cup matches. And, as many historians have pointed out, USSFA seemed unwilling to compromise in pursuit of organizational power to regulate soccer matters nationally. Its fiscal struggles (the USSFA treasury depended on player registrations and Cup fees) only made the problem worse. And then the world-wide recession hit.


Thus, absent any great explosion of schoolboy and collegiate play in the 1920s, there emerged the legend of Bill Jeffrey, long-time soccer coach at Penn State University.


Celebrating Bill Jeffrey


“I believe it is fair to say, historically speaking, Bill Jeffrey is to college soccer what Knute Rockne is to college football.” –Mickey Cochrane, NSCAA Historian (1991)


The comparison offered by Mickey Cochrane is apt, as chronicling the career of Bill Jeffrey offers a perspective on why the man was held in such high regard by the players he coached and within the soccer community where he was so impactful.
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Bill Jeffrey was celebrated for his many valued contributions to the sport.





From Valued Player to Formative Coach


Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1892, Bill Jeffrey was reportedly urged by his mother to stop playing semi-professional soccer and get on with his life. Thus, in 1912, she encouraged his immigration to the United States, where he lived near his uncle in Altoona (PA). Perhaps, to some degree, his playing reputation preceded him, for the railroad shop’s team in Altoona signed him to play, as did later teams in the Pennsylvania communities of Homestead, Braddock, and Bethlehem.


In 1925, player-manager Jeffrey took the Altoona team to State College for an exhibition match against the college team. Whatever the circumstances, following the contest, he was offered the coaching position at Penn State College.


It was a fortuitous hire for Penn State, for in the 27 years that the transplanted Scot served as its coach, the school emerged as the nation’s preeminent intercollegiate soccer team.




The Remarkable Coaching Record


Assigned teaching duties in the Industrial Engineering Program, Jeffrey’s primary focus was on teaching skillful and patient soccer to the Nittany Lion undergrads.


That he was statistically successful is without question, as Penn State teams accumulated a 153-24-29 (.813) record during his tenure. At one point, his teams went 65 matches without defeat, with the 1935 team unbeaten and unscored upon! Thirteen of his Penn State teams recorded unbeaten seasons.


Beginning in 1926 and on eight occasions thereafter (1929, 1933, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, and 1949), his Penn State teams were accorded national or co-national championship status by the ISFAA. The successes were fueled by the fact that 37 of Jeffrey’s Penn State players were accorded All-America during his tenure.


Along the way, he found resources in 1935 (recall these were Depression years!) to take his team for a visit to his native Scotland. Later, in 1951, the U.S. State Department funded Penn State on a goodwill trip to Iran.


Quite a coaching record, but it doesn’t reflect Jeffrey’s total soccer involvement.


Soccer’s Pied Piper


In addition to his coaching, Bill Jeffrey was also totally immersed in the marketing and promotion of the game.


Over time, he became involved with NSCAA and USSFA. In fact, NSCAA records note that he was a founding member of the organization and was appointed chairman of several committees, including its clinics committee.


It was when serving as NSCAA president in 1948, and indicative of his commitment to “grow the game,” that Jeffrey reported that he had presented eight coaching clinics at various Eastern sites. The sessions generally consisted of a soccer film, a field session, and promotion of his soccer book, “The Boys with the Educated Feet.”


He was also called on by USSFA to help in the selection of national team players for Olympic and World Cup rosters. In 1950, at age 58, Jeffrey was named coach of the U.S. team that participated in the World Cup held in Brazil. It was there that the Jeffry-inspired team pulled off the historic 1-0 victory over heavily favored England.






WALTER BAHR RECALLS BILL JEFFREY


Playing on the 1950 team was midfielder Walter Bahr, and he shared some thoughts on coach Bill Jeffrey:


“People should understand that Bill did not select the team. It was selected by an USSFA/NSCAA committee who determined that eight players were to come from the East and eight players from the Western part of the country.


“Further, he didn’t have a lot of time to train the team. Obviously we traveled there by ship and so that cut into training time.


“But Bill did a couple of things that I thought were good coaching. He didn’t ‘over-coach.’ He had good judgment of where to place players in terms of where they normally played on their club teams. This way the players rarely played in unfamiliar places on the field. In fact, I think only two players were asked to play ‘out of position.’ Further, if a player was on the quiet side, Bill might surround him with a teammate who was a little more assertive, etc.


“As far as the England match was concerned, I recall him saying that he wanted us to make a good showing and not embarrass ourselves.”9


In retrospect, obviously, at least in the England match, the embarrassment was laid at the feet of the losing side.







Revered by His Colleagues


Following retirement from Penn State coaching in 1952, Bill Jeffrey continued his relationship with the game he loved.


That year, the affable Jeffrey conducted clinics for U.S. servicemen in Germany and Italy and in 1953 did a coaching stint at the University of Puerto Rico.


Bill Jeffrey was always an honored presence at the annual NSCAA meetings in New York City, and it was there, in January 1966, that, despite the efforts of two Naval Academy players to revive him, he collapsed and died amongst his admired coaching colleagues.


Attesting to the perceived dedicated importance to soccer, Bill Jeffrey was honored by his colleagues on several occasions. His yeoman service to NSCAA was acknowledged in 1949 when Jeffrey was presented its Honor Award. In 1951, USSFA honored his accomplishment with the 1950 World Cup team with induction into its Hall of Fame. Later, in 1972, the ISAA established the Bill Jeffrey Award, and it continues to be annually presented to an individual for long-term contributions to intercollegiate soccer. That same year, the Penn State soccer stadium was named Bill Jeffrey Field, and in 1991, Jeffrey was in the inaugural class inducted into the NSCAA Hall of Fame.






“WE WERE ENRAPTURED”


“An avid storyteller, he often kept his teams entertained as they traveled to and from games … Occasionally he would spice his orations with a ‘Scotch lassie joke and a ‘wee-bit of poetry’ for he was an ardent admirer of Robert Burns and could quote much of his poetry verbatim. We were enraptured and listened to his every word.” –Clarence “Ray” Buss, Fleetwood (PA) High School


Bill Shellenberger, soccer coach at Lynchburg (VA) College, offered an interesting insight into Jeffrey’s coaching style: “Practice was a pleasure. There were no prima donnas. Everyone was treated the same and no one violated his team rules. There was such respect for the man. He still played in practice scrimmages and could execute even in his later years.”


Jeffrey always was on the outlook for prospective soccer talent. “Every spring he watched intramural soccer play,” recalled Ron Coder. “As a sophomore, I had never played competitive soccer or even watched the college team play. But after watching me at a IM game he cornered me and told me he liked how I moved my feet and invited me to turn out for the team the next fall.


There he asked: ‘Laddie, can you catch a ball?’ Thus, Coder became a goalkeeper, sharing duties the first season and starting the second as Penn State was accorded national championship honors in 1949 and 1950.


He continued to play in the service and was one of four players to represent the armed services on the 1956 U.S. Olympic team that competed in the Australian Games of that year. “Obviously I owe all my soccer experiences to Bill Jeffrey,” recounted Coder in a February 2015 interview.10







Jeffrey’s Poetic Humor
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Bill Jeffrey was a noted author.







“This Can Happen”


By Bill Jeffrey


He said he was a forward


So we put him on the wing,
He could not raise a gallop


And his shots – they had no sting.
We tried him at center


But, alas, it was the same
He never could accept a pass


In fact, he spoiled the others’
game.


At halfback then we played him


Shoved him in among the rest
He tried to feed the forwards


But he fed the grandstand best.
At fullback then we played him


But what a mess he made
He never stopped a single run


He really seemed afraid.
At last at goal we played him


But he was dogged by fate
Because he only saved a single shot


And let in forty-eight.
We put him on the transfer list


And I don’t think we did wrong
Because he’s starring now, they say


Not at soccer, but PING PONG.11







Two Jeffrey Legacies


Bill Shellenberger played for Bill Jeffrey for three seasons in the 1940s. Assigned to a Marine training unit stationed at Penn State, he eventually was part of the World War II invasion of Iwo Jima. Following the end of the war, Shelly returned to State College to earn his undergrad and graduate degrees in Physical Education. He later led Lynchburg (VA) College soccer to 31 straight winning seasons. Bill received the Jeffrey Award in 1978 for his outstanding contributions to the collegiate game. He was later inducted into the NSCAA Hall of Fame in 1995.


Harry Little was a three-time All-America player (1948-50) for Jeffrey and enjoyed coaching success at Dover (PA) High School, where, among his players, was a later noted U.S. coach, Jay Miller.


Earle Waters


One of the old professor’s guiding principles was that a coach should never yell at or reprimand a player in public. He was an advocate of dealing with players on an individual basis. He favored taking a player aside and sitting him on “the log” alongside his practice field and dealing with the problem “man to man.” He rarely made more than a suggestion or two during or at halftime of a game. He felt that players’ greatest learning took place during practice sessions and he let the game “be enjoyed.” –Joe Bean
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Earle Waters addresses the Hall of Fame audience at his 1992 induction.





Earle “Muddy” Waters, in addition to serving as the lone three-time   president   of   the NSCAA (1942-45), was probably one of the most-opinionated and successful of those early founders of the organization.


He joined the teaching staff at West Chester (PA) Teachers College in 1927, and that year he instituted Golden Ram soccer, which he then coached for the next 29 years. During that time, his teams compiled the phenomenal record of 174 wins, 28 losses, and 12 ties, which included seven undefeated teams, two of which (1936 and 1950) were declared national champions.


Muddy was credited with being a founding member of NSCAA and was subsequently involved in its committee structure, including the origins of its ethics committee.


Active in ISFAA, he chaired its Referees Ratings Committee for many years. Among his contributions was an annual rating of officials that appeared in the annual Soccer Guide. He also produced numerous ISFAA All-America players, including Dr. Tom Fleck, who would later make significant contributions to the sport.


As with many coaches of his generation, Earle was a featured clinician appearing at some as distant as Germany or as nearby as Troy, New York.


It was while serving as a Commander in the U.S. Navy during World War II that Waters collaborated with coach John Eiler in the preparation of the Naval Aviation Physical Training Manual titled Soccer. At the time, the book was rated the best American-produced publication in the field.


In 1958, after 31 years of service, West Chester granted “Muddy” his first and only sabbatical in order to travel to Germany along with Coach Tom Dent and referees Harry Rodgers and Jimmy Walder to present soccer clinics to the U.S. troops.


A highlight of the trip included meeting the now famous Dassler brothers, founders of adidas. Via the Dassler connections, the American contingent attended a match between Austria and Germany. Waters discovered with great delight that the teams were utilizing a three-back system—one that he was already teaching at West Chester but which was not favored by many of his U.S. coaching contemporaries.


No Shrinking Violet on Soccer Matters


According to author Joe Bean, Waters had strong opinions on various soccer matters.


When asked about whether the present game needed any rule changes to make it more interesting or acceptable to the American fan, coach Waters emphatically countered with, “Absolutely not! … The world set up the rules. The world set up the size of the field, the markings, etc., all the rest of that is a bunch of crap!” Obviously, tampering with the rules was not part of his thinking.12


Waters also railed against the importing of soccer coaches from abroad. University of Pennsylvania’s Douglas Stewart was one such individual. The fact that “The Ivys” kept West Chester and several other competitive soccer-playing schools off their schedules for a long time did not help endear Stewart to Waters.


One of Muddy’s final “pearls of soccer wisdom” had to do with the psychology of coaching. He referred to a V-5 book he had helped produce and how he had devoted special sections that dealt with player management, including the application of proper psychology.




Soccer in the 1930s


By 1931, several colleges had begun to field soccer teams for the first time, including Temple, Brown, Hamilton, Illinois, Ohio State, MIT, Williams, Amherst, Wesleyan, and Western Maryland.


The impact of soccer coaches in the 1930s can be traced to a relative handful of individuals who had specific impact in terms of organizing those colleges into regional leagues, and these notable contributors not only played a role in the growth of the game, but also offered templates for others to emulate in future years.


Again, most of what is traceable occurred on the Eastern Seaboard; although, as one can see, more soccer activity continued to occur on the East Coast, the West Coast was beginning to make its presence known. In fact, in 1926, the California Intercollegiate Soccer Conference had been formed.


Specifically, the Metropolitan Intercollegiate Soccer League was formed in 1933, while in 1934 the New England Intercollegiate Soccer League and the Middle Atlantic Intercollegiate Athletic Conference debuted.


In many cases, these alliances are traceable to member coaches who led the way in such matters as scheduling, player eligibility, and annual championships.


Generally, for those schools sponsoring soccer play for the first time, affiliation with such conferences within their geographic regions enabled them to immediately begin fall competitions with institutions of similar athletic philosophies.


Meanwhile, in the city of Philadelphia, young Walter Bahr was beginning his love affair with soccer, and he recalled the state of the youth game during the 1930s.


Developing the Game in Connecticut


“I was nothing but trouble in high school, heading nowhere … Some years later, by the grace of God and the confidence of George Ritchie, I graduated with honors from his alma mater, Springfield College.” –Alden “Whitey” Burnham


George Ritchie was another Springfield College (1927) graduate who made a significant contribution to soccer. He was a teacher by nature, a soccer official with an impeccable reputation, and a respected school administrator. He spent his entire career coaching at Wethersfield (CT) High School, where he was also the school principal.


It was while at Wethersfield that he made his contributions to schoolboy soccer. While coaching soccer, basketball, and baseball, he accumulated a 440-278-40 record. Credited with the formation of the Central Valley League in Connecticut, his teams won seven soccer and six baseball league championships. He believed in athletics for all, and it is reported that 75 percent of the Wethersfield boys participated in intramural sports.


In addition to the Central Valley League, Ritchie is credited with launching the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference as well as the Central Connecticut Soccer Officials Association. A further tribute is the fact that he is one of the first Springfield graduates to referee soccer. He was most proud that three Wethersfield graduates, Alden “Whitey” Burnham, Tony DiCicco, and Irv Schmid, went on to significant soccer coaching careers.


Recalled Burnham: “Somewhere towards the end of my junior year, Coach Ritchie jerked me out of my tailspin. He kept a close eye on me my senior year. Finally he packed my mental and emotional suitcase with the ‘right stuff,’ pointed the direction and put me on the road, gave me a loving shove and off I went into the world.”13


Ritchie was presented the NSCAA Honor Award in 1950 and, in 1991, was part of the first NSCAA Hall of Fame class.


Larry Briggs


Larry was also very good with people. “At one point I was having a problem with one of the players. He said to me, ‘Let me talk to him.’ When the player returned to the team, he never gave me a problem. Larry had sorted it out with him.” –Peter Gooding


Larry Briggs’ home base was the University of Massachusetts, where he initiated its soccer program in 1930 and was head coach for the next 37 seasons.


Briggs’ contributions to the game were many and varied. He was among those early coaches who are credited with the formation of the New England Intercollegiate Soccer League (NEISL) in 1934.






[image: ]

Larry Briggs, a skilled administrator.





He is cited as a founding member of the National Soccer Coaches Association of America in 1941 and was elected its President in 1947. He helped edit its first newsletter, which subsequently morphed into today’s Soccer Journal. For many, his legacy is associated with his role in upgrading soccer officiating, and we will cover that accomplishment in another chapter. He was presented the NSCAA Honor Award in 1950 and in 1978 inducted into the USSF Soccer Hall of Fame as builder of the game. In 1991, he was welcomed to the NSCAA Hall of Fame as a member of its inaugural class.


A Multi-Talented Administrator


Seemingly a man for all seasons, he was a professor of physical education at UMass, where he also coached many other sports with great success. He helped initiate the Western Massachusetts Soccer Tournament in 1946 and also served for many years as manager of the Western Massachusetts High School Basketball Tournament. An active archer, Briggs was President of the National Archery Association from 1940 to 1947 and twice hosted the National Archery Tournament at UMass. In his spare time, Briggs was a Council Commissioner of the Boy Scouts of America, President of the Massachusetts Society of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, and served as an officer in the United States Eastern Amateur Ski Association and the Intercollegiate Soccer Football Association of America.


Briggs and Peter Gooding


Recently, Peter Gooding, later the longtime coach at Amherst College, recalled his time with Coach Briggs. In 1966, Peter was attending the UMass graduate school and his fellowship included serving as Briggs’ assistant soccer coach. “Basically he told me to coach the team. He quietly observed practices and games and never interfered with my coaching. He had a knack for picking out a coaching point or two and sharing them with me.”14 It should be noted that Michael Russo was captain of the UMass team that year. Russo would go on to produce excellent teams at Williams College in Massachusetts.


A Nod From Joe Morrone


On the occasion of his retirement dinner in 1968, UConn Coach Joe Morrone offered this tribute: “The thoroughness which you approached each new task, whether it was in soccer, archery, basketball, first aid, or the thousand-and-one other responsibilities; everything was done with unparalleled skill, always in an affirmative manner; always with perfection and understanding, always accomplishing more than five ‘normal’ men could possibly handle.”15


T. Fred Holloway


“I didn’t realize until I was almost out of college,” he confided to a newspaper reporter several years after his retirement, “that I was better as an athlete than I thought. We just didn’t have the coaching. I guess that’s why I got so interested in coaching.” –Fred Holloway.


By the time T. Fred “Prof” Holloway retired in 1973 after 35 years as a professor of physical education and legendary head coach of the State University of New York (SUNY) Cortland soccer team, he had established a legacy of excellence, inspiration, and tradition that today, two generations later, remains the standard by which Cortland athletes, past and present, continue to measure themselves and their accomplishments.
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T. Fred Holloway.





Formative Years


Holloway was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1904, the son of a machinist. He immigrated with his family to the United States in 1912, settling in Waterbury, Connecticut, where he developed an interest in athletics.


During his years at Waterbury’s Crosby High School, “Prof” captained the school’s track and cross-country teams and competed in soccer and swimming. After high school, he enrolled in Springfield College and there continued his athletic endeavors, playing soccer under John Brock, running cross country, and participating in gymnastics while earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in physical education. He would later receive a Ph.D. from New York University.


Development of the Cortland Tradition


“Prof” entered coaching in 1929, beginning as a physical education instructor at the University of Pittsburgh.


Then, in 1936, he accepted a position as coach and instructor of physical education at the little-known Cortland Normal School (enrollment 850), where he began what was to become an unrivaled tradition of winning soccer teams. His Red Mules (later Red Dragons) posted a remarkable record of 191-94-23 during his 35-year tenure, including three teams that appeared in early NCAA tournaments. He and fellow SUNY coach Huntley Parker are credited with the formation of the State University of New York Athletic Conference in 1959. During his tenure, Cortland captured six SUNYAC championships. Today, the eastern division of the SUNYAC’s most valuable player award is named in his honor.


A Notable Soccer Contributor


During his era, he was also a stalwart in national soccer coaching circles. As one of the country’s preeminent coaches, “Prof” chaired the founding committee of the National Soccer Coaches Association, an organization over which he presided in 1952. He also devised a statistical system for the selection of NSCAA All America collegiate soccer players. His work later included a system for measuring teams’ relative strength of schedule for NCAA tournament selection purposes. Eight of his former Cortland players were named to the All-America team at a time when there was no distinction between playing divisions. For many years, he chaired the New York Region NCAA Soccer Selection Committee.


His peers frequently singled out “Prof” for recognition. In 1958, he was selected by the NSCAA members to receive their coveted Honor Award. The citation accompanying the award characterized Cortland’s soccer coach as “author and educator, leader of youth and leader of men, sportsman, athlete, coach, teacher, tireless worker and standard bearer for the sport of soccer.” Named to the school’s inaugural Hall of Fame class in 1973, SUNY Cortland formally honored its longtime and beloved coach by dedicating its soccer field to him in 1987.






GIVING BACK TO THE GAME THEY LOVE


Cortland has left a lifelong impression on a number of its former soccer players. Many of these individuals have represented or still represent the “Red Dragon Way” through their involvement in the game. Included in the list of over an estimated 100-plus coaches who played for Cortland coaches Fred Holloway or his successor, Fred Taube, are four coaches whose teams won New York State High School soccer titles, including Mike Campisi (Shenendehowa H.S.), John Eden (North Babylon H.S.), George Herrick (Vestal H.S.) and Gary Montalto (Arlington H.S).


While he never played soccer at Cortland, another noted alumnus was Joe Palone, long-time coach at West Point, who would be inducted into the United Soccer Coaches Hall of Fame in 2020.


As of 2020, the following is a partial list of SUNY Cortland soccer graduates who have given back to the game in various capacities:


 


Keith Agate – Cincinnatus H.S.


Ryan Argenziano – Deer Park


H.S.


Steve Axtell - SUNY Cortland


Brady Battistoni – Arlington


H.S.


Alan Benda – SUNY Canton


Mike Borra – Syosset H.S.


Kevin Bradley – Nassau C.C.


Mike Campisi – Shenendehowa


H.S


Mike Carboine – Dryden H.S.


Alan Catu - Suffolk County C.C.


Joe Chiavaro – U.S. Military


Academy


John Cossaboon – University of


San Diego


Matt Daum – Wallkill H.S.


Hristos Dimitriou –


Binghamton University
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