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  Ivy Tiller: Vicar’s Daughter, Squirrel Killer was first presented by the Royal Shakespeare Company at the Studio Theatre at The Other Place, Stratford-upon-Avon, on 6 October 2022. The cast was as follows:
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  Characters




  IVY TILLER, female, thirties. Earnest, angry, repressed, lonely




  JADE, female, twenties–thirties. Primary schoolteacher. Self-assured, a bit hippy, a bit of a hypocrite




  GARRISON aka ‘GARY’, male, twenties–thirties. Ivy’s cousin. Anxious, sweet, stoner




  CLIVE TILLER, Dad, male, fifty-plus. Vicar. Taciturn, polite but entirely uninterested. Suggested double with Tig and Sam




  TIG TONGE-HALLETT, male, thirties–fifties-plus. Owner of the local manor house. Convivial, confident, selfish




  SAM, male, twenties–fifties. Local farmer, grumpy, pragmatic




  SUE TILLER, voice-over, Mum, female, thirties–fifties. Irritable, imperious. Suggested double with Andrea and Headmistress




  ANDREA, female, thirties–fifties. Cheerful, gentle




  MRS ALLEN, female, thirties–fifties. Headmistress. Weary, stressed




  REECE, male, twenties–thirties. Militaristic, insecure




  And PEOPLE ENJOYING PICNIC, PEOPLE IN THE PUB, PEOPLE AT THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE FAYRE




  Note on Characters




  The characters of Ivy, Reece, Sue (Mum) and Clive (Dad) should be the gender specified; other characters may be played by any gender.




  





  




  Setting




  The play takes place in May and June of 2022, in the picturesque, fictional, Devonshire village of Manaford Morton, the bordering woodland and the estate of a stately home.




  Other locations within the village are St Jude’s Primary School, The Lamb and Flag pub and the vicarage.




  Note on the Text




  In the text punctuation is used to delineate rhythm of speech.




  A dash (–) on its own line indicates a pause or beat; or, at the end of a line, a character cut off or stopping mid-sentence.




  A forward slash (/) indicates where the next character begins speaking if interrupting dialogue.




  Square brackets [ ] indicate words a character almost says but doesn’t.




   




   




   




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  







  




  1. POWER POINTS




  The lights darkened, IVY is delivering an impassioned PowerPoint presentation. She is dressed practically: a fleece, combat trousers and a polo shirt bearing the Manaford Morton Red Squirrel Action Force logo.




  On the PowerPoint is an image of a red squirrel and a grey squirrel.




  IVY. Sciurus of the order Rodentia – or to your average chap or chapess on the street, ‘squirrels’! Fluffy, little tufty-tailed nut-nibblers. You might have even seen one on your way here! Right? Don’t answer, Ivy’s speaking, here we have two – the red and the grey. What’s the difference? And second part – does it matter? Hands down, that was rhetorical. ‘Does it matter?’…




  Well, I suppose that depends how important you believe the wholesale destruction of an entire native species to be. Pretty darn important if you ask this chick.




  Image of a few red squirrels.




  Allow me to tell you a story. Here we have a red squirrel with his family, let’s call him ‘Reggie’. ‘Reggie Red’! Our fluffy friend Reggie here lives in the UK. He’s been here with his family for thousands of years, he’s from here, it’s his home – that means we call him ‘native’. And he’s quite happy, scampering about the woodland, doing all those squirrel things that squirrels are wont to do. Enter the Victorians…




  Some clever-clogs explorers go off to America where they see not red but grey squirrels. ‘How quaint’ they say to each other, twiddling their moustaches and peering through their monocles. ‘Wouldn’t those be a jolly ornament, let’s cart some of those greys back to England with us!’ And so they do. Not so clever…




  Because they haven’t brought a new friend for Reggie Red. They’ve brought competition. A bolder squirrel, more aggressive than genteel English Reggie. Soon Reggie’s hungry, his food has gone. ‘Don’t worry’ Reggie tells his starving family ‘I’ll go and look for some more nuts’ only he can’t because his eyes are oozing with pus!




  Image of a squirrel suffering from squirrel pox.




  Squirrel pox. A deadly virus courtesy of these new visitors that causes weeping ulcers –
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