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CHAPTER ONE


WHY MODEL EUROPEAN RAILWAYS?


What attracts modellers to build a European-inspired layout?


For many people, European railways have an attraction that the railways of the United Kingdom cannot match – they prefer to model the railways of countries that they visit on holiday, or that they want to visit, or they may be looking for a new challenge after years of modelling UK layouts. In this first chapter, we will identify some of the features of European railways that modellers find appealing.
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Shunting wagons in timber loading yard in HO scale using SNCF Fret motive power.
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The Gotthard route is very popular with modellers and railway enthusiasts, though from the end of 2016 most of the traffic on the Gotthard line will use the base AlpTransit Tunnel. Here is a model of part of the line using scenery products by Heki displayed at the Nuremberg Toy Fair.





WHAT MAKES EUROPEAN RAILWAYS ATTRACTIVE FOR MODELLERS?


The European railway network includes standard, narrow and broad gauges operated by private and nationally owned railway companies. Its railway routes range from recently built high-speed corridors to rural single-track branches climbing mountain slopes with the assistance of rack systems. It is true that the UK has a similar variety of railway systems (apart from broad gauge), but it cannot arguably compete with the sheer volume of different European railway systems.


Standard- and narrow-gauge railway networks frequently operate side by side and for example at Jenbach in Austria standard-gauge 0BB (Austrian State Railways) and two different narrow-gauge railways operate from the same station. Another example from Switzerland is Interlaken Ost, where standard-gauge SBB locomotives share platforms with the privately owned BLS. Cross-platform connections take passengers to the metre-gauge Zentralbahn line over the Brünig Pass to Lucerne and the Bernese Oberland Bahn (BOB) network of lines, culminating in the highest railway station in Europe at Jungfraujoch. In addition, within half a kilometre of Interlaken Ost station there is a funicular railway to Harder Kulm.


Border stations have a special excitement of their own, with motive power and rolling stock of more than one country arriving and departing. Prestige EuroCity passenger services thread across the rail networks of Europe and cross national borders frequently, with trains often composed of carriages from several countries and sometimes involving changes of locomotives at border stations.


The departure boards at major European stations list domestic and cross-European destinations that conjure appealing ideas of rail travel. The names Orient Express and Glacier Express carry with them images of luxury carriages, superb food and wine, glamorous passengers and legendary destinations. Train names such as the EuroCity Transalpin, City Night Line Andromeda, Thalys Soleil and Trenhotel Sud Expresso maybe have more appeal than the 17.27 from London Waterloo to Alton.


European locomotive liveries are certainly more varied than the familiar English, Welsh & Scottish (EWS) red and gold livery that is seen in the UK, because as open-access private companies continue to enter railway operation the range of colourful liveries increases still further. In addition, many national railway companies permit locos to carry full advertising liveries. For example, many Swiss railways (SBB) Class 460 main-line locos feature a wide variety of colour schemes from Kambly biscuits to Western Union, while in Austria Taurus locos carry numerous colours. Often Diesel Multiple Units (DMUs) and Electric Multiple Units (EMUs) such as the French X72500 units and Austrian Talent units carry regional colours.
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Busch offers great potential for narrow-gauge modelling with its mining railway system and Feldbahn (Field Railway). The HOf scale system uses a track system of 6.5mm rail gauge with a central magnetic strip that runs centrally between the rails and can be disguised by ballast. There are starter sets, plus a number of different wagons. BUSCH
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HOm-gauge layouts are very popular for those who like the Swiss metre-gauge lines. Bemo caters well for this market sector along with Peco, which manufactures HOm track. Here, a Bemo RhB Ge 4/4 I number 601 clings to the side of a narrow ledge.
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A French country station modelled in HO scale, with an X73500 ‘Whale’ diesel singlecar unit by Jouef offering the local passenger service.
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The romance of Europe’s classic long-distance expresses is captured in this detail on an HO-scale Orient Express carriage by Rivarossi. Maybe Hercule Poirot is on board?
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A DB V160 Bo-Bo locomotive on the Brawa demonstration layout at the 2009 Nuremberg Toy Fair.
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Carriage destination notices such as this convey the excitement of a European railway journey.





Various European rail companies still use mixed trains and some narrow-gauge networks ‘piggy-back’ standard-gauge wagons on narrow-gauge wagons. Shunting of rolling stock in the UK is becoming increasingly limited to freight operations, but in mainland Europe motorail trains, sleeper carriages, mixed trains, the adding and subtracting of carriages and the division of trains en route leads to frequent shunting operations. Sadly, the sleeper train network in Europe seems to be reducing year on year, although there are still some notable exceptions, including the Moscow to Nice sleeper and Thello services operating between France and Italy. There are also overnight services from Spain using Talgo rolling stock.




[image: image]


Privately operated freight and passenger services are now increasingly seen across Europe. This HO-scale Vossloh G1206 loco by Mehano carries the Veolia livery.





Operating between Hamburg and Copenhagen on a daily basis are various EuroCity trains that use the train ferry from Puttgärden. Diesel DB (Deutsche Bahn – German Railways) Inter-City Express (ICE) and DSB (Danske Statsbaner – Danish Railways) Inter-City (IC) train sets drive on to the ferry for a 45-minute sea crossing between Germany and Denmark.


Multiple-unit trains are becoming the mainstay of Europe’s passenger services, but there are still many regular locomotive-hauled passenger services. There are also still plenty of locomotive movements at many of the larger stations in Europe.


Many cities, including Innsbruck in Austria, Bordeaux in France and Amsterdam in the Netherlands, operate extensive tram networks. Trams, the track, road inserts, tram stops and catenary are all available in model form in various scales.
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To the right the conifer tree by Busch has cones added for even more realism. The ferns are plastic leaves also by Busch. The signal is by Schneider, the ÖBB Class 1044 locomotive by Roco, the catenary by Viessmann and the lineside plants by miniNatur.
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Modern and classic tram networks are dotted across Europe. This one is in the French city of Montpellier.





AVAILABILITY OF MODELS


There is a huge selection of good quality ready-to-run European railway models to tempt our credit cards. The detail on the models and their running qualities are generally of very high standards and these railway models are supported by an enormous scenic and accessory industry.


European model railway manufacturers are keen to lead the trends within the hobby; for example, laser-cut technology is being expanded by European kit manufacturers. Big brands are encouraging children to take up railway modelling – Faller’s Basic and Roco’s New Generation are just two of the current initiatives.
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Nothing attracts attention at a model railway exhibition quite like a large-scale steam locomotive fitted with DCC sound.
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A seated passenger awaiting the next service to Lyon. He has parked his Jeep in the station car park.
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Roco and other companies are trying to be forwardlooking in the hobby to attract new younger members into the hobby. Here, Roco’s Z21 digital control system is being promoted along with a New Generation theme of basic train sets.
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Some European manufacturers are trying very hard to attract new members into the hobby, including children. Faller has its Basic brand to appeal to younger people.





THE CHANNEL ADDS FURTHER VARIETY


Eurostar has sparked interest in European railways among the general public that is continuing to grow. Europe is now accessible by rail, rather than only by ferry, hovercraft or air. One only has to visit the splendid London St Pancras International station to feel the excitement of trans-European rail travel. From May 2015, Eurostar is running direct trains to destinations in the south of France from London in addition to its regular services to Brussels, Lille and Paris.


The building and operation of the Channel Tunnel brought together the operation of British and European passenger rolling stock. Eurostar trains operate on designated lines in the UK, Belgium and France and in the near future new Eurostar trains are to enter service that are anticipated to work directly between the UK and the Netherlands and Switzerland. DB has future plans to use some of its ICE sets for direct services between the UK and Germany through the Tunnel.


During the Channel Tunnel construction project BR Class 08 and 20 locos worked alongside French and German locos and for the first few months of Tunnel freight operations French Class 222xxx locos worked freight trains into the UK. Since the building of the Channel Tunnel, UK Class 20, 37, 56, 58 and 66 locomotives have worked in Europe on the building of various new high-speed lines, including those in France and Spain.
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UK motive power meets French motive power at Annemasse, France, on 11 November 2008. Some of the EWS Class 66 locomotives have seen service in mainland Europe and in addition various UK-based Class 20, 37, 56 and 58 locomotives have seen action on Europe’s new high-speed line projects.
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After the successful test run through the Channel Tunnel on the previous weekend, DB presented an ICE 406 in London for the first time on 19 October 2010. ICE services are planned between London and Frankfurt via Cologne, Brussels and Lille. This will include connections from London to Amsterdam via Rotterdam. The journey time from London to Cologne should take less than four hours and from London to Frankfurt just over five hours. Journeys from London to Amsterdam should be possible in less than four hours.





CONCLUSIONS


Any who have modelled UK railways for some years may be a looking for a new project and a challenge to rekindle their modelling enthusiasm. For inspiration, there is no need to look further than across the English Channel, because most countries are within reasonable travelling time and the so-called budget airlines make research opportunities fairly cheap. Reproducing part of the railway delights of a rural branch line in Italy or the Alpine lines of Austria or Slovenia may make a refreshing change from modelling a 1980s suburban line or a GWR branch line in the UK.


One problem the modeller might have is that unless he has a favourite country or line, the choice of railways and countries in Europe to model is huge. However, there are a good number of UK-based enthusiast societies covering most European countries and these provide an excellent way to learn more about the railways of the country of your choice. Their magazines, forums, model railway shows and ability to be in touch with like-minded enthusiasts are all fun ways to learn about the prototype railway and what is available for the modeller.


In Europe, many modellers choose to build welldetailed dioramas and modules rather than huge layouts. These modules then form part of an integrated modular layout instead of having a full personal layout. These modellers have concluded that building something is better than dreaming of an extensive layout that will not get built and of course any experience gained while building a diorama will provide sufficient confidence to tackle something more ambitious in the future.
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Roco ÖBB Class 2045 crosses a viaduct built from a Kibri plastic kit.
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Leaflets of just four of the UK-based European railway modelling societies.
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Cameo scenes can be made, such as this permanent-way team working from a BLS Tm 235 Robel vehicle with a crane. The unmotorized fully assembled vehicle is by Kibri, though motorized versions are available in N and HO scale from Hobbytrade and Viessmann.





The words and pictures in this book will hopefully encourage modellers to commence work on a European railway modelling project. It may remind you of a past holiday, or maybe it will be a taster of a future holiday to come. Whatever it is, enjoy modelling European railways.
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Close-up of the HO-scale permanent-way workers by Preiser. I dribbled a little weathering dye over the figures to create the illusion of dirty work gear.
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A Traxx locomotive in Zebra livery No. 666 by Piko in HO scale. The catenary is by Hornby International and the tunnel mouth and the retaining wall by Noch. There is now a huge range of scenic materials for every season that are available to represent grasses, weeds and vegetation for every European location.
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O scale is becoming very popular with modellers across Europe. Here is a scene on the Lenz exhibition layout seen at a recent toy fair in Nuremberg.







CHAPTER TWO


RESEARCHING EUROPEAN RAILWAYS


How does one start to learn about European railways?


Some delay beginning to model European railways because they think it is essential to know at least one European language, but this is not so. Many who model European railways do not speak European languages and there is an excellent choice of avenues of research that do not require fluent German or French, for example.


Joining the society of your chosen European prototype is a very good way to expand your knowledge. Their annual subscriptions are comparatively low and represent good value for money to find out more about a particular country’s railway operations and their magazines often contain information in English about prototype and modelling developments. Some railway societies have lists of railway terms in English of their appropriate language available for members. If the society holds an AGM and exhibition, these are good places to meet with fellow enthusiasts and to learn about the latest developments in the railway activity of the country.


VIDEOS


Video recordings are a very important and valuable source of research. Views from the cab, at the line-side, from helicopters and inside the trains are just some of the vantage points available to the viewer on these productions. There are various specialist video productions available from a number of sources in the UK, including Ticket to Ride and Lineside Video Productions, with MITV producing its own range of Swiss productions and stocking videos from other companies. The Lineside Video Productions series entitled European Railway is particularly useful because its quarterly productions feature a selection of the railways of European countries (www.linesidevideos.co.uk).
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DVD recordings are a great way to learn more about Europe’s railways. There are driver’s-eye view videos, scenes from the lineside and helicopter footage. To supplement these, YouTube has a huge selection of video recordings by amateur and professional photographers.





Some BBC television documentaries feature European lines, including the popular Great Railway Journeys of the World, Michael Portillo’s railway programmes and Michael Palin’s Around the World in 80 Days.


USING THE INTERNET


Increasingly, YouTube videos are available on the Internet covering almost anywhere in Europe that you may choose to learn about. One Internet site that contains a huge range of information that is useful to modellers following the European scene is www.railfaneurope.net, with its wealth of links, railway maps, livery information and stock lists.


The Internet has a vast array of information, including national rail information, model manufacturers and enthusiast sites, and some of these are listed in the Appendices. Many more can be accessed via links and search engines and many of the European Internet railway sites have text and information in English.


Fewer and fewer European rail operators produce their own timetables in book form each year and increasingly rail travellers use the Internet to search for train times. One recommended website with a good European-wide timetable search facility is www.bahn.co.uk. The www.seat61.com website is a splendid source of information about rail travel covering most European countries.


VISITING EUROPE


It goes without saying that the best way to undertake research is to visit the area of your choice and travel on the trains that you wish to model. European package tours offer coach, air, fly-drive and specific rail holidays. Camping deals that include the Channel crossing and use of a ‘luxury’ tent are one of the cheaper options. Many travellers today choose to book their own flights and accommodation on the Internet and European rail tickets can be purchased using a number of websites, including Voyages SNCF (www.uk.voyages-sncf.com/en), which was previously known as Rail Europe. The so-called budget airlines, including Airberlin, easyJet, flybe, Germanwings, Ryanair and Wizz Air offer potentially good value flights to a wide choice of destinations from many local airports provided that you book the flights long enough in advance to take advantage of the best fares.


If you prefer to travel in a group there are several specialist companies offering European rail tours designed for the enthusiast and those who just like travelling by rail including Ffestiniog Travel (www.myrailtrip.co.uk), Rail Europe (www.rail-europe.co.uk), PTG Tours (www.ptg.co.uk) and Stars International Tours (www.stars-tours.org.uk).


Do not limit research simply to the railway operations of European countries, because architecture and building styles need to be observed along with signalling systems, the landscape, types of vegetation, agricultural crops grown, the seasonal changes, breeds of animals, motor transport and so on. The scope for potential research is endless, but it will all contribute to the overall realism of a layout.
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Traxx locomotives by Bombardier are seen extensively across Europe. DB Class 189 904 carries the Zebra livery of Rail Traction Company and is standing at Brenner with a northbound freight service on 13 July 2012.
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The distinctive yellow and blue livery of NS (Nederlandse Spoorwegen – Netherlands Railways) on loco 1770 and carriages at Maastricht on 4 April 2007.
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Classic French semaphore signals at Aix en Provence on 12 November 2006. Similar signals are still in use today in some parts of France, though with the passage of time colour light signals are replacing most of them.





BOOKS AND MAPS


Books about European railways can be obtained from book suppliers, including Amazon, Ian Allan and Platform 5 Publishing. Many of the books contain good pictorial content with (occasionally) some text and/or captions in English. Do not be put off buying books in other languages, because it is surprising how quickly one picks up the meaning of common terms in the picture captions and the text. Motive-power handbooks, with full English text, covering various European countries are retailed by Platform 5 Publishing Ltd (52 Broadfield Road, Sheffield S8 0XJ or telephone 0114 255 8000).


There are numerous European guidebooks, but some are better than others for rail-oriented travellers. The Bradt rail guides that cover Greece, Russia, the Eurostar cities (Paris, Brussels and Lille) and Switzerland are useful for those countries (for more information about Bradt books go to www.bradtguides.com). In my experience, Lonely Planet and Rough Guide books also offer good historical, geographical, accommodation and travel information for the rail-based traveller.
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The most popular countries among modellers in the UK following the European scene appear to be Austria, Germany and Switzerland. These countries are very well catered for with books, magazines, enthusiast societies and lots of models of everything needed to make a superb and accurate model railway.
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Eurostar journeys that are now routine can be made more interesting by line guides such as this one.





The monthly paper European Rail Timetable contains details of the main current passenger rail services. Branch lines and feeder stopping routes are also mentioned briefly, together with special features in alternate issues, including sample fares, cruise trains and rail holidays, rail passes, tourist railways, high-speed trains and night trains. In addition, there are summer and winter timetables that include additional useful travel information. These timetables are no longer produced by Thomas Cook, but are now independently produced by the team who used to produce the Thomas Cook publication. For more information go to: www.europeanrailtimetable.eu.
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The Thomas Cook European Rail Timetable (ERT) ceased production in summer 2014, but fortunately its production staff have now reintroduced the timetable on a monthly basis. Both the Austrian and Swiss railway groups produce superb area guides in the English language as an introduction for visitors and enthusiasts.
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The monthly paper European Rail Timetable contains details of the main current passenger rail services.





It will be worth obtaining at least one railway map of Europe. The Thomas Cook European Rail Map is a good overview map of the main lines and it usefully identifies some of the scenic journeys. There are a few maps produced by the Quail Map Company that include a Greece Railway Map containing some historical information. Stanfords often stocks rail maps of various countries at its London bookshop. The German company, Schweers and Wall, produces some very clear European Rail Atlases, with one covering the EU and others covering Austria, Germany and Switzerland. One website that contains a large number of atlases for purchase is www.europeanrailwayatlas.com.


News-stand magazines with English text about European railways include Continental Railway Journal, Today’s Railways Europe, Continental Modeller, Modern Railways, Railway Magazine and others. Personally, I find that Today’s Railways Europe is a good all-round source of current information Europe-wide. These can be supplemented by the specialist society magazines. In addition, there are numerous European magazines, including Mondo Ferroviaria, Eisenbahn Journal, LOKI, MIBA, Eisenbahn Amateur, Le Train, Loco Revue, Modelspoormagazine, Rail Miniature Flash and many others.
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There are several European rail atlases available. This selection by Schweers and Wall is pictorially very clear and detailed and has an EU atlas, plus others that just cover one country. These are available on Amazon and at book retailers in the UK.
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Another selection of rail atlases and maps that is quite easy to obtain from the main stations in Europe and from Stanfords bookshops in the UK.
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The amount of information readily available in the UK in printed form about Europe’s railways is good, with Today’s Railways Europe leading the way for prototype information. Modern Railways features selected highlights each month and Continental Modeller covers the worldwide modelling scene.
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Large newsagents in Germany are awash with good-quality monthly and quarterly publications about European model railways. Here are just three of the most familiar magazines.
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In Switzerland, LOKI magazine covers both prototype and model subjects. Modelspoor magazine is published in Belgium.





Most of the model railway shows in the UK now include one or more European layouts and some shows, such as the Warley National Model Railway Exhibition at the NEC in Birmingham, feature an entire section devoted to non-UK layouts. In addition to these general shows, there are some that are made up of only European layouts coupled with a profusion of retailers specializing in European models and society stands. These are the ideal places to gain inspiration and find out what is on offer for the European enthusiast. Visiting one of the main model railway shows in Europe is another good way to learn more. For example, the On traXS show in Utrecht, the Netherlands, is accessible from many UK local airports for the day via Amsterdam Airport Schipol and a train journey from the airport.


Tourist offices of most European countries will be happy to supply maps and colour brochures about the country, its towns and travel facilities. Some may be able to provide route timetables and general rail network information. Increasingly this information is downloadable from their websites.


RAILWAY FOOTPATHS


Some railway companies build footpaths so that families and enthusiasts can watch passing trains at scenic locations. At least two Swiss railway companies have done this – the BLS and the Rhätische Bahn (RhB).


The BLS Kander Valley Eisenbahn Erlebnis-Pfad for railway enthusiasts and walkers was opened in 1993 as a Railway Adventure Trail between Blausee Mitholz and Kandergrund on the Lötschberg line. The walk is signposted throughout, with various information boards along the path giving information about the BLS line, its operations and the area. An English interpretation of the boards is available in (free) leaflet form from the main BLS stations in the area. The path winds its way alongside and under the main line, providing superb views of both the railway activities and the beautiful Kander Valley. The walk, which is open between the end of April and October, takes about an hour. Some of the metal staircases may be a little daunting to those who fear heights and good walking shoes are recommended. To join the route, alight the train at Frutigen or Kandersteg, then transfer to a local bus to Blausee or Kandergrund. Brown signs mark the route of the railway path, which in 2013 the BLS fully opened between Brig and Frutigen.


RhB Lehrpfad is the Rhätische Bahn Historic Railway Path between Preda and Bergün on the Albula line. The walk is signposted throughout, with various information boards (in German) giving information about the Rhätische Bahn. The path provides superb views of the line, its viaducts and the beautiful Albula Valley. During the first part of the descent from Preda, the railway is more visible than in the second part of the walk. Preda is 1,788m above sea level and Bergün is 1,372m above sea level, so normally walkers use the path for the descent rather than the ascent. The 8km walk, which is open between the end of May and October, takes about two hours. Good walking shoes are recommended, because the path is rocky in places and there are some fairly steep climbs, although these are relatively short. Trees sometimes shade the path and at other times it crosses meadows, with seats being provided at various locations along the route. For a plan of the route pick up a copy of the RhB Wander-Erlebnis leaflet.
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There are a number of walking and travel guides available for the most popular tourist locations of Europe. The book to the left has, for example, thirty chapters on various railway-based footpaths in Switzerland. The map in the middle is a footpath guide to the Gotthard line.





CATALOGUES


Auhagen, Bemo, Busch, Faller, Fleischmann, Fulgurex, HAG, Kibri, LGB, Liliput, Märklin, Noch, Rivarossi, Roco and other manufacturers produce catalogues that generally contain good colour photographs of both model and occasionally prototype locomotives, rolling stock and buildings. The latest catalogues from these main players are sometimes bulky, but their annual new-release brochures following the January Nuremberg Toy Fair are usually free of charge from retailers.


Bemo’s catalogue is a first-class introduction to Swiss European narrow-gauge modelling, picturing its HOm and HOe ranges and including photographs of the prototype. Various layouts are pictorially featured, which is inspirational, and the text is multilingual, including English. Bemo also produces a magazine called Bemo Post several times a year that includes details of new and pending product releases and layouts featuring Bemo products.


DAY TRIPS TO EUROPE


Over the past eight years, I have taken around twenty day trips to Europe whenever I wanted to remind myself how the European railway scene looks. Well, the truth is that I just enjoy planning and going on such trips. I am fortunate to live about thirty minutes’ drive away from London Luton Airport, which has an enormous number of daily flights to many European countries. For those living near London Heathrow or Gatwick there is an even greater frequency of flights and variety of destinations available. Gone are the days when you could fly to and from Europe for less than £20 – I did that seven times – but it is still possible to obtain return flights to places such as Geneva for £60 if you book up well in advance.
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