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In "Items on the Priesthood, presented to the Latter-day Saints," John Taylor, a prominent early leader of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, addresses the theological and practical implications of priesthood within the context of the Latter-day Saint movement. Through a series of insightful essays and reflections, Taylor combines doctrinal exposition with a pastoral tone, emphasizing the importance of priesthood authority, its divine origin, and its role in the spiritual governance of the church. Stylistically, the book weaves together scriptural exegesis and personal conviction, set against the backdrop of 19th-century America, a time marked by religious fervor and revivalism, ultimately asserting the priesthood's centrality in the faith and practice of its adherents. John Taylor, who later became the third president of the LDS Church, was deeply influenced by his own journey of faith and leadership, experiencing firsthand the challenges and triumphs of guiding a growing religious community. His positions and teachings often reflect his commitment to restoring what he perceived as the original order of Christ'Äôs church, infusing his writings with a sense of urgency and devotion aimed at fostering a deeper understanding of priesthood among Latter-day Saints. This book is essential reading for those looking to explore the foundations of priesthood in Latter-day Saint theology. Taylor'Äôs eloquent articulation of these principles makes the content accessible to both scholars and lay readers alike, inviting deeper contemplation of spiritual authority and its implications within contemporary faith communities.
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In 'The Vitality of "Mormonism": An Address,' James E. Talmage articulates a compelling defense of the beliefs and practices of the Latter-day Saints during a time of significant scrutiny and misunderstanding. Written in a clear, engaging prose style, Talmage draws on both theological concepts and historical context to assert the relevance and resilience of Mormon principles. His address, enriched by erudite insights, situates Mormonism within broader religious discourse, emphasizing its distinct contributions to spirituality and community in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. James E. Talmage (1862-1933) was a prominent Latter-day Saint theologian and educator, whose background in science and religion enabled him to approach Mormonism from an intellectual perspective. His commitment to the faith and scholarly rigor rendered him an influential voice during a period marked by both external criticism and internal challenges. Talmage's experiences in academia and his deep theological training culminate in this poignant address, which seeks to illuminate the enduring principles of his faith. Readers seeking to understand the foundations and flourishing nature of Mormonism will find this address both enlightening and enriching. Talmage's articulate defense not only provides a historical snapshot but also invites contemplation on the vitality of belief in a modern world. This book is essential for those interested in religious studies, American history, and the complexities of faith.
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In "Mormon" Doctrine Plain and Simple; Or, Leaves from the Tree of Life, Charles W. Penrose presents a comprehensive exploration of the fundamental teachings and beliefs of the Latter-day Saint movement. Penrose'Äôs literary style is characterized by clarity and directness, making complex theological concepts accessible to a broad audience. This work stands as a significant contribution within the context of 19th-century American religious literature, offering insight into the doctrines that define Mormon identity and practice, while drawing parallels and contrasts with contemporary Christian thought. Penrose meticulously organizes the content, treating subjects from the nature of God to the plan of salvation, in a manner that emphasizes both doctrinal integrity and spiritual wisdom. Charles W. Penrose was a prominent Latter-day Saint leader, serving as an apostle and editor for the Church's newspaper. His deep engagement with both scripture and church history shaped his understanding and perspectives, crafting a narrative that would reflect the doctrinal evolution and pressing questions of his time. Penrose'Äôs background, coupled with his commitment to disseminating Mormon teachings, positioned him as a pivotal figure in articulating the faith'Äôs core principles during a period of both growth and scrutiny. This book is highly recommended for anyone seeking to understand the foundational teachings of Mormonism in a straightforward manner. Scholars, students of theology, and inquisitive readers alike will find Penrose'Äôs work an invaluable resource that not only elucidates Mormon doctrine but also serves as a window into the broader religious landscape of 19th-century America.
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The "Proclamation of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints" serves as a profound declaration underscoring the principles and doctrines at the heart of Latter-day Saint beliefs. Written in a direct yet reverent style, this proclamation encapsulates vital tenets related to family, morality, and the divine purposes of human existence. It functions not only as a doctrinal manifesto but also as a reflection of the Latter-day Saint community's aspirations and challenges in a modern world, drawing on scriptural foundations that resonate with both historical and contemporary contexts. The Council of the Twelve Apostles, a governing body within the Church, provides rich insights into the core values that shape the Latter-day Saint faith. With a legacy rooted in prophetic leadership and spiritual guidance, the Apostles seek to address contemporary societal issues, cultivating a discourse that aligns with the teachings of Jesus Christ. Their collective experience and authority inform the proclamation, reflecting their commitment to fostering faith and understanding among adherents and observers alike. For readers seeking an informed perspective on the Latter-day Saint tradition and its relevance in today'Äôs society, this work is essential. It invites contemplation on the nature of faith, family, and societal values, making it a significant read for both scholars and laypersons interested in understanding the complexities of modern religious thought.
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The Book of Mormon is a collection that intricately weaves spiritual insights and prophetic narratives, presenting a profound examination of faith, redemption, and divine purpose. Throughout the text, readers encounter a variety of literary styles, ranging from historical records and doctrinal dissertations to allegorical tales. This anthology, central to the beliefs of the Latter-day Saint movement, offers stories that mirror the complexities of human existence and divine influence, often intersecting with profound moral teachings and historical authenticity. Noteworthy passages elicit reflection on humanity'Äôs eternal quest for meaning and understanding. The diverse contributors behind this collection, prominently featuring the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Joseph Smith Jr., draw from rich religious traditions and theological movements. Their combined efforts have crafted a narrative that echoes the spiritual zeal of 19th-century America, while also resonating with timeless existential themes. These interwoven voices forge a text that both reflects and challenges the reader'Äôs own spiritual journey, acknowledging broader historical and cultural contexts. For those seeking a deep dive into spiritual literature, The Book of Mormon presents an unparalleled exploration of faith and doctrine. It provides an educational opportunity to journey through a tapestry of divine dialogue and human experience. This volume invites readers not only to absorb its varied perspectives and masterful storytelling but also to engage in a thoughtful conversation between the lines, fostering a deeper understanding of its profound impact and ongoing significance.
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No apology is necessary for publishing as a volume of the "FAITH-PROMOTING SERIES" some portion of the history of the late President Heber C. Kimball. Knowing the estimation in which he was held while living by the Latter day Saints universally, and that the memory of his virtues and life-long devotion to the cause of God is still fresh in their hearts, we feel assured that they will regard as an acceptable offering the brief account of his experience contained in this volume. We only regret that we cannot in the present work give a sketch of his entire life, or at least all of those incidents from it which would tend to promote faith in young readers. His was an exceedingly active and interesting life, and it is scarcely necessary to state that the sketch here published, covering a period of only a little over four years, contains but a fraction of that which is interesting and wonderful in his life's experience. However, what is here given will doubtless convey many valuable lessons to those who read it, and will serve to indicate the character of the great man of whom it treats.

Heber Chase Kimball was one of the greatest men of this age. There was a certain nobility about his appearance as well as his disposition that would have made him conspicuous in any community, and the Church of Jesus Christ afforded ample scope for the exercise of his ability, and the trying scenes through which he passed called into play his best powers.

He was a man of commanding presence, with eyes so keen as to almost pierce one through, and before which the guilty involuntarily quailed. He was fearless and powerful in rebuking the wrong-doer, but kind, benevolent and fatherly to the deserving. He possessed such wonderful control over the passions of men, combined with such wisdom and diplomacy that the Prophet Joseph Smith called him "the peace-maker." His great faith, zeal, earnestness, devotion to principle, cheerfulness under the most trying circumstances, energy, perseverance and honest simplicity marked him as no ordinary man. He possessed great natural force and strong will power, yet in his submission to the Priesthood and obedience to the laws of God he set a pattern to the whole Church. His example throughout life was one of which his posterity may ever think with pride, and which the Saints generally will do well to follow.

No man, perhaps, Joseph Smith excepted, who has belonged to the Church in this generation, ever possessed the gift of prophecy to a greater degree than Brother Kimball. Although not at all pretentious, he was somewhat celebrated among his acquaintances for his prophetic inspiration. The prediction which he made soon after the arrival of the Pioneers in Salt Lake Valley, that the destitute Saints would soon be supplied with clothing, and that "States goods" would be sold in Salt Lake City as cheap as in New York, seemed most unreasonable at the time it was uttered. Its fulfillment, however, by the unexpected influx of gold-seekers, making their way to California, and anxious to lighten their loads by selling their goods at almost any price, is now a matter of history. Scores of other predictions were made by him and as literally fulfilled.

Brother Kimball was the only one of his father's family who embraced the gospel, but now his is one of the most numerous families in the Church. At the time of his death, which occurred June 22, 1868, he was the father of sixty-five children, of whom thirty males and eleven females were then living. His direct descendants now number one hundred and seventy-two.

The first ten chapters of this work were formerly published in pamphlet form by Elder R. B. Thompson in Nauvoo. Only a small edition, however, was printed, and it has now been out of print for a great many years. The next six chapters have been compiled from the manuscript history of Elder Kimball by his eldest daughter, Sister Helen Mar Whitney, to whom we are also indebted for the items contained in his letters from which the last chapter was written.
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CALLED TO GO UPON A MISSION TO ENGLAND—APPOINTED TO PRESIDE—THE JOURNEY.

The labors of the Elders of the Church of Latter-day Saints in early days were confined to the United States of America, with the exception of the province of Upper Canada, where a great many persons embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ, and rejoiced in the blessings thereof. The majority of this latter class were originally from Great Britain, and they soon began to manifest a desire that their relatives and friends who were still residing there, might be privileged with hearing the glad tidings of salvation, and be made partakers of those gifts and blessings which are promised in obedience thereto. For the attainment of this object, their prayers were continually ascending to the Lord of sabaoth, that He would prepare the way, and hasten the time when


 "The servants of the Lord

 Soon should take their stand,

 And spread the glorious light of truth—

 Throughout their native land."





Notwithstanding this desire, the way was not open for the Elders until the spring of 1837, when the word of the Lord to the Elders of Israel was, that they might go forth to the distant nations of the earth, that the kingdom might roll forth, so that every heart might be penetrated.

Prior to this, my labors had been confined to my own land, in which I had traveled about six thousand miles, preaching the gospel to the best of my ability, and had the pleasure of baptizing several of my countrymen for the remission of sins, and introducing them into the kingdom which the Lord has set up in these last days.

I had frequently felt a desire to visit the shores of Europe, and believed that the time was fast approaching when I should take leave of my own country and lift up my voice to other nations, warning them of the things which were coming on the earth, and making known to them the great things which the Lord had brought to pass. Yet it never occurred to my mind that I should be one of the first commissioned to preach the everlasting gospel on the shores of Europe, and I can assure my friends I was taken by surprise when I was informed by Brother Hyrum Smith, one of the Presidency of the Church, that I had been designed by the Spirit, and, at a conference of the authorities of the Church which had been held, was appointed to take the charge of a mission to the kingdom of Great Britain.

The idea of being appointed to such an important office and mission was almost more than I could bear up under. I felt my weakness and unworthiness, and was nearly ready to sink under the task which devolved upon me, and I could not help exclaiming: "O Lord I am a man of 'stammering tongue,' and altogether unfit for such a work. How can I go to preach in that land, which is so famed throughout Christendom for light, knowledge and piety, and as the nursery of religion; and to a people whose intelligence is proverbial?"

Again, the idea of leaving my family for so long a time, which a mission to that country must necessarily require—of being separated from my friends whom I loved, and with whom I had enjoyed many blessings and happy seasons—of leaving my native land to sojourn among strangers in a strange land, was almost overwhelming.
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