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In "The Book of Edinburgh Anecdote," Francis Watt intricately weaves a tapestry of humorous and poignant stories that reflect the rich social and cultural fabric of Edinburgh. Employing a lively literary style, Watt captures the essence of the city's idiosyncrasies and personality through a series of vignettes that range from the comically absurd to the profoundly insightful. The text serves not only as a collection of anecdotes but also as a historical document, chronicling the zeitgeist of Edinburgh during the late 19th century, with a particular emphasis on its diverse inhabitants and their interactions within the urban landscape. Francis Watt, a notable figure in Scottish literature and journalism, was deeply influenced by his experiences in Edinburgh's vibrant neighborhoods. His intimate knowledge of the city'Äôs history and cultural milieu, coupled with a penchant for storytelling, informed his desire to capture the unique character of Edinburgh. Watt's own life as a resident illustrated the dynamic interplay of humor and pathos, motivating him to document these shared experiences in a manner that resonates with both locals and visitors alike. For readers intrigued by urban narratives rich in wit and cultural commentary, "The Book of Edinburgh Anecdote" is an indispensable addition to the literary canon. Watt'Äôs work serves as a delightful exploration of the human experience, inviting readers to revel in the charm and eccentricity of Edinburgh, making it a must-read for anyone who wishes to appreciate the city's heritage.
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In "Uncle Josh's Punkin Centre Stories," Cal Stewart presents a delightful collection of humorous tales steeped in the rural American experience at the turn of the 20th century. The book is distinguished by its unique use of dialect and personification of Midwestern life, capturing the essence of humor found in the everyday occurrences of small-town existence. Through the voice of Uncle Josh, Stewart weaves a tapestry of anecdotes that reflect the social milieu of his time, offering both entertainment and subtle social commentary while employing a genial, conversational literary style that invites readers into a charming local world. Cal Stewart, a pivotal figure in the early days of American entertainment, was known for his work as a vaudeville performer and recorded numerous phonograph records. His upbringing in a rural setting deeply influenced his writing, as he sought to encapsulate the folk culture and sentiments of his youth. Stewart's desire to create a lasting tribute to his hometown experiences fueled his storytelling and performance, ultimately leading to the creation of this beloved collection. I wholeheartedly recommend "Uncle Josh's Punkin Centre Stories" for readers seeking to explore the rich tapestry of American folklore through humor and heart. Stewart's narratives are not only entertaining but also provide keen insights into the lives of those who navigated the cultural landscape of America in simpler times, making it a timeless read for anyone connected to the rural narrative.
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In "The So-called Human Race," Bert Leston Taylor presents a sharp, multifaceted social commentary woven with keen observations and satirical wit. Through a series of thought-provoking essays, Taylor explores the absurdities of modern society, the foibles of human nature, and the often paradoxical quest for identity and purpose within the rapidly changing context of the early 20th century. His literary style amalgamates humor with a poetic sensibility, inviting readers to reflect on the underlying truths of humanity while indulging in his light-hearted yet incisive voice. Bert Leston Taylor, a prominent journalist and poet in his time, carved out a distinct niche in the literary landscape as a vocal critic of the socio-political climate. Drawing inspiration from his experiences in America and European intellectual circles, Taylor'Äôs works reveal his keen insights into the struggles and aspirations of ordinary individuals. His background in journalism informs his incisive and accessible prose, making profound ideas resonate with both elite and everyday audiences. "The So-called Human Race" is recommended for readers who appreciate a blend of humor and intellect in literature. Its timeless exploration of human quirks transcends its era, making it a fascinating read for scholars, casual readers, and those seeking a deeper understanding of the human condition.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Bits of Blarney



Mackenzie, R. Shelton

4064066235208

383

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Bits of Blarney," R. Shelton Mackenzie artfully weaves a tapestry of Irish culture through a collection of anecdotes, folklores, and reflections steeped in humor and nostalgia. The book is presented in a lyrical style that captures the melodic quality of the Irish vernacular while embracing a conversational tone that is both accessible and engaging. As part of the transitional literary period post-Irish independence, Mackenzie meticulously explores themes of identity, belonging, and the oral tradition, offering insights into the complexities of contemporary Irish life amidst its rich heritage. R. Shelton Mackenzie, an accomplished writer with deep roots in Irish history and culture, drew inspiration for this work from his own experiences growing up amidst the stories and legends of Ireland. His academic background in anthropology and folklore equips him with a unique perspective on the significance of storytelling, allowing him to imbue his prose with authenticity and depth. Mackenzie'Äôs dedication to preserving the nuances of Irish identity resonates throughout the book, as he seeks to bridge the gap between the old world and the modern age. "Bits of Blarney" is an essential read for anyone intrigued by Irish heritage or the power of storytelling. Mackenzie'Äôs vivid portrayals celebrate not only the humor and warmth inherent in Irish culture but also highlight the importance of preserving these age-old narratives. This book captures the heart and soul of Ireland, making it a delightful journey for both casual readers and scholars alike.
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"Punch's Almanack for 1890" is a satirical compendium that captures the eccentricities of late 19th-century British life through a blend of humor, politics, and social commentary. Renowned for its sharp wit and playful illustrations, the Almanack offers a rich tapestry of anecdotes, predictions, and critiques that reflect the cultural zeitgeist of the time. With contributions from various writers and artists associated with the beloved magazine "Punch," this edition utilizes a unique literary style that intertwines verbal humor with visual satire, making it a formidable historical document as well as a work of art. The authorship of "Punch's Almanack" draws from the collective talent of the iconic magazine that began in 1841. This collaborative effort represents a continuation of the tradition of political caricature and social satire that defined the period, influenced by the changing landscape of British society during Queen Victoria's reign. The contributors were often skilled journalists, artists, and satirists who sought to reflect public sentiment through an entertaining lens, creating a vibrant dialogue about the pressing issues of their day. This Almanack is an essential read for anyone interested in 19th-century literature, social history, or humor. Its diverse content not only provides entertainment but also serves as a critical mirror to the societal norms and challenges of the time. Readers will find that every page resonates with both historical significance and timeless wit, making it a delightful and insightful addition to any bookshelf.
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In the present volume I have included a number of Anecdotes and Sketches which I had previously introduced into my History of the Forest of Rossendale, and also a subsequent book of mine, entitled Lancashire Characters and Places. I felt that it was admissible to do this in a volume dealing specifically with the subject of Lancashire Humour, and I am in hopes that readers who already possess copies of the works named will not object to their being reproduced here. They were worth giving in this connection, and, indeed, their omission could scarcely be justified in a book of humorous Lancashire incidents and anecdotes.



There is surely a want of discernment shown by those who object to the use of dialect in literature as occasion offers. A truth, or a stroke of wit, or a touch of humour, can often be conveyed in dialect (rustice loqui[1]) when it would fail of effect in polite English. All language is conventional. Use and wont settles much in this world. Dialect has its use and wont, and because it differs from something else is surely no reason for passing it by on the other side.

I don't know whether many of my readers have read the poems of T. E. Brown[2]. They are chiefly in the Manx dialect, not Manx as a language—a branch of the Keltic—but Manx dialect English. Here was a man steeped to the eyes in classical learning; a Greek and Latin scholar of the first quality, as his recently published Letters testify. But he was wise as well as learned, and his poetry, not less than his Letters, will give him a place among the immortals, just as the dialect poems of Edwin Waugh will give him a like place. Brown did not shrink from using the speech of the common people around him if haply he could reach their understandings and their hearts.

The proper study of Mankind is man.[1q] Not the superfine man, not the cultured man, only, but the man as we encounter him in our daily walk—Hodge in homespun as well as de Vere in velvet.



It will not be disputed that, apart from the use of dialect, there is a substratum of humour in the Lancashire character which evinces itself spontaneously and freely on occasions. There can be no doubt, also, that this humour, whether conscious or unconscious, is usually accentuated or emphasised when the dialect is the conveying medium, because its quaintness is in keeping with the peculiarities of the race. Besides, there is a naturalness, a primitivity, and therefore a special attractiveness in all dialect forms of speech which does not invariably characterise the expression of the same ideas in literary English.

Now, humour is such a desirable ingredient in the potion of our human existence,[2q] that it would be nothing less than a dire misfortune to make a point of eschewing the setting which best harmonises with its fullest and fairest presentation, whether it emanates from the man in clogs or from the most cultured of our kind.

Our greatest writers have recognised the worth of dialect as a medium for humour, and hence many of the most memorable and amusing characters in Scott and Dickens—to take the two writers that occur to us most readily by way of illustration—portray themselves in the dialect of their native heath.

These remarks must be taken in a general sense, and not as having any special bearing on the present contribution. The two, else, would not be in proportion. My object has simply been to gather up the waifs and strays of humorous incident and anecdote, with a view to enlivening a passing hour.



Some of the stories that I give are related of incidents that are said to have occurred in, or of persons belonging to, both Lancashire and the West Riding. It is difficult to locate all of them so as to be quite certain of their parentage. I have tried, however, to limit myself to such as have a genuine Lancashire origin, without trenching on the domain of our neighbours in Yorkshire.

The present collection by no means exhausts the number of good stories that are to be found on Lancashire soil. It is highly probable that were half-a-dozen writers to devote some time to the subject, they would each be able to present a collection differing from all the rest in the characteristic anecdotes which they would select.

Readers outside of the County Palatine[3] will not have any difficulty in perusing the stories. The dialect in each has been so modified as to admit of its being readily understood by every intelligent reader.

T. N.

Manchester,

December 10th, 1900.
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"Come, Robin, sit deawn, an' aw'll tell thee a tale."

Songs of the Wilsons.




If we would find the unadulterated Lancashire character, we must seek for it on and near to the eastern border of the county, where the latter joins up to the West Riding of Yorkshire.[1] Roughly, a line drawn from Manchester on the south, by way of Bolton and Blackburn and terminating at Clitheroe in the north, will cut a slice out of the county Palatine, equal on the eastward side of this line, to about one-third of its whole area; and it is in this portion that the purest breed of Lancashire men and women will be found. A more circumscribed area still, embracing Oldham, Bury, Rochdale, the Rossendale Valley, and the country beyond to Burnley and Colne, contains in large proportion the choicest examples of Lancashire people, and it is within the narrower limit that John Collier ("Tim Bobbin") first of all, then Oliver Ormerod, and, later, Waugh, Brierley, and other writers in the vernacular, have placed the scenes of their Lancashire Stories and Sketches, and found the best and most original of their characters.
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