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Getting the Most Out of Good News



    For centuries people had been aware of mysterious lines covering 190 square miles in the Nazca Desert in southern Peru. In 1553 Pedro Cieza de León wrote that they might have been ancient trail markers. But in 1940 Paul Kosok, a historian from Long Island University, flew over the lines and realized that one was in the shape of a giant bird. He was soon joined in his research by Maria Reiche, a German mathematician and archaeologist, who studied the lines for the remainder of her life. We now know that these drawings—the largest of which spans nearly nine hundred feet—include images of a hummingbird, a condor, a whale, a spider, a monkey, and hundreds of other animal and human figures. Yet the meaning of the lines could only be discerned far above the desert floor.


    In a similar way, the full contours of the gospel can only be seen and appreciated when we scan the biblical horizon from Genesis to Revelation. That explains, in part, why God wrote such a lengthy book rather than a gospel tract. Of course there is great benefit in brief summaries of the good news, such as “The Four Spiritual Laws”—I became a Christian the night someone shared such a booklet with me. Yet if we want to recapture the spirit of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, when their hearts burned with excitement and passion within them, then we’ll need to begin with Moses and all the prophets to understand what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Jesus and his reason for coming.


    In recent years a number of books have been written about the gospel. These include The King Jesus Gospel by Scot McKnight, Simply Good News by N. T. Wright, The Explicit Gospel by Matt Chandler, and What Is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert. Several authors have claimed that evangelicals teach a truncated gospel—one that explains personal salvation but omits the incredibly broad scope of what God has done, is doing, and will do in the future to reconcile all things to himself through Jesus Christ.


    I’m hoping that this LifeGuide will not only explain what we must do to be saved but also help you understand the background and far-reaching implications of the good news we have believed.


    Suggestions for Individual Study


    1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


    2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


    3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


    4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where, and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


    Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


    5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


    6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


    7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.


    Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


    1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


    2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


    3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses that are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


    4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


    When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


    5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


    6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


    7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


    8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.

  


  
    
1


    
Created in His Image


    Genesis 1:26–2:25


    In the Woody Allen movie Midnight in Paris, an American screenwriter named Gil is on a holiday in France with his fiancée and her family. Even though the beauties of present-day Paris surround him, Gil wishes he could have visited in Paris during the Jazz Age of the 1920s when the city hosted such literary giants as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, and Gertrude Stein.


    While on a stroll one evening, Gil is transported at the stroke of midnight back to the 1920s and is thrilled to meet not only Fitzgerald, Hemingway, and Stein but also Pablo Picasso, Salvador Dali, Cole Porter, and many others. Gil soon falls in love with Picasso’s lover, Adriana, but is shocked to discover that she doesn’t appreciate Gil’s beloved Jazz Age. She wishes she had lived during another period known as La Belle Époque, between 1871 and 1914, when the Moulin Rouge was the center of cultural activity.


    By the end of the movie, the two lovers depart from each other, knowing that they each long to live in a time other than their own.


    GROUP DISCUSSION. If you could travel back in time to either one of your favorite periods of history or one of the best times of your life, what would you choose, and why?


    Personal Reflection. Why do you think people often feel nostalgia for either “the good old days” or for some special time in their past?


    In Genesis 1:26–2:25 we’ll look back at the dawn of time, when God not only delighted in his creation, declaring it “very good,” but also in the man and woman he had created in his image and likeness. We will never understand the gospel until we realize that the sinful world around and within us is neither the original nor natural state God intended, which explains why we long for a time that is different from the one we have always known. Read Genesis 1:26–2:25.
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