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Introduction


If you have ever done a sewing project, then you know the value in a pincushion. They make for easy storage of pins, clips, and needles as you jump back and forth in a project while keeping your fingers free from that infamous prick! But have you ever thought about making one yourself?


There are many occasions when a pincushion can be made, such as a gift for a friend. They also make for a great beginner project for a young person just getting started on sewing. Even if you aren’t in need of a pincushion, many of these adorable patterns can serve as paperweights, beanbags, or softies depending on what filling you choose. There are quite a few options, and I’ve given an overview in this book so you can create projects that can be decorative, fun, or functional.


Growing up with a mother who made most of my clothes meant that there were always fabric scraps around. At a young age I wanted to make things, especially to sew things, and my mother was always very encouraging. She taught me simple embroidery and other practical sewing until I was making my own clothes. Then she wanted me to make hers as well!


As I came across some of her fabric scraps, I felt the need to turn them into something, and pincushions were among the items that I created. This meant that various family members received some very unusual gifts at times! But it also shows how those tricky leftover pieces can be used for something new.


There is something quite therapeutic about sticking pins into a pincushion. With all of the pin options these days, they can be coordinated by color, type, or size—some very large and some very fine—and now we have the opportunity to use little clips as well. All of these need places to live, so having a variety of pincushion shapes and sizes comes in handy.


These pincushions are great for small, quick projects. They are decorative as well as functional and should be simply enjoyed.
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Tools & Materials


Before you start, you’ll want to gather the following tools and supplies.
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• Sewing Machine—A sewing machine makes it easy to sew large and small pieces of fabric together. For the projects in this book, I use a ¼" (6.4mm) piecing foot on the machine. This will create tight, consistent seam allowances. When piecing units or blocks, you’ll find this will eliminate the need to adjust for inconsistencies later.


• Ruler, Rotary Cutter, and Cutting Mat—A rotary cutter makes it easy to cut strips, squares, and rectangles from your fabric. The cutting mat will absorb the blade, so your work surface remains scratch-free. Ensure your cuts are straight with a ruler. It’s also very handy when squaring off your units or blocks to have a square quilt ruler.
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• Thread—Cotton thread is another essential for piecing and quilting. Use a thread color that complements your design to hide the seams, or a contrast color to highlight your stitching. I use the same color for all appliqué stitching, usually a dark charcoal color, but you may prefer to use a thread color that coordinates with your appliqué. Heavy thread is useful for attaching buttons and other embellishments.
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• Fabric—Generally, you will need small pieces of cotton fabric to create these projects. This is the perfect time to pull from your scrap stash!


• Paper-Backed Fusible Web—Fusible web is a popular adhesive used for appliqué. It allows you to easily attach your fabric leftovers to your background fabric before sewing them in place. The paper-backed fusible webbing has glue on one side (rough texture) and is smooth on the other side.
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• Thin Batting—Use batting to line your project, whether for extra softness or securing the filling. I suggest a thin batting because it won’t add much to the bulk when hand sewing the opening closed, but it does help keep the filling inside. You can use either cotton or synthetic batting for this purpose.


• Filling—Various fillings can be used inside your pincushions, such as crushed walnut shell, polyester fiberfill, poly beads, etc. Refer to page 8 for filling options.




[image: ]





• Pins—Straight pins will hold your fabric pieces together. You should remove them right before running them under your sewing machine foot to prevent damaging them. You can also stick them into the pincushions made in this book.


• Quilt Clips—Sewing clips are handy to have around because they can be used instead of pins to hold your fabric together. You can also clip them onto some of the pincushions made in this book.


The following notions are what I used as embellishments on the projects featured in this book. Follow my example or use whatever inspires you!
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• Assorted Buttons and Beads—I love having an assortment of small buttons and beads on hand for these sorts of projects. They are good for eyes or flower centers. Some buttons already come flower shaped, which is great. I find beads that are ⅛"–¼" (3.2–6.4mm) to be useful. If using a pattern for a child’s toy, it’s best to embroider these details to avoid a choking hazard.
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• Template Plastic (or Similar)—I use a specific plastic that is available from many quilting stores. It holds the pincushion shape and offers a barrier, if needed, to stop the points going through the other side.


• Florist Wire—This is a fine but stiff wire that florists often use to extend or strengthen stems in floral arrangements. It comes in various grades from very fine to a little thicker and is often coated in green or white. I find it very helpful to include in some projects that require a shape that will hold.


• Golf Tee—Yes, the little stems that golfers sit their golf balls on! They used to be made from wood but are often made from plastic these days. This is used in the Spool Topper Bird (page 80).


• Embroidery Thread—For small projects like these pincushions, it is great to have a few different embroidery threads on hand. These can add little highlights, or maybe flower stems, to a project.


• Liquid Glue—A fast-drying and clear glue, suitable for fabric, is great for holding a knot or bow. Tacky glue that dries clear works well too.
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• Ribbons, Decorative Braid, and Narrow Cord—I often use leftover bits and pieces from other projects. Small amounts are plenty. Of course, there is nothing nicer than going to a store that sells trims and purchasing a selection!


Filling Options


For the pursuit of making pincushions, softies, fabric paperweights, and even beanbags, fillers are as varied as the sewist, quilter, and crafter who makes them. Long-used fillers—such as sand and fabric scraps, lavender, and even cut-up hosiery— all have their pros and cons. The same goes for crushed walnut shells, polyester filling, stuffing beads, and steel wool. Generally, it comes down to the maker’s preference. Here, I’ve shared a variety of fill options you can choose from to complete the projects in this book.
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