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In "The Man of the Forest," Zane Grey offers readers a captivating blend of adventure and romance set against the expansive backdrop of the American wilderness. The novel presents the story of a rugged hero, the eponymous man of the forest, whose intimate connection with nature and mastery of survival contrasts with the encroaching civilization of the early 20th century. Grey's prose is rich and evocative, employing vivid descriptions that immerse readers into the landscapes of the West while also providing a deep psychological insight into the characters' motivations. This work exemplifies the Western genre's themes of individualism, freedom, and the tension between nature and society, positioning it firmly within both the literary canon and the historical context of American frontier mythology. Zane Grey, a pivotal figure in American literature, was deeply influenced by his own experiences as an outdoorsman, fisherman, and part-time novelist. His affinity for the Western landscape and his fascination with its untamed spirit are evident in this work. Grey's background and his efforts in promoting the Western experience echo through the central narratives, paralleling his life's journey of exploring uncharted terrains and cultures, illuminating the human spirit amid the wilderness. For readers seeking a thrilling escapade through the American West, "The Man of the Forest" is a quintessential read. It not only presents a riveting story but also delves into the themes of courage, romance, and the profound connection between man and nature. Grey's masterful storytelling invites readers to reflect on the complexities of civilization and the wilderness, making this classic a timeless exploration of the American ethos. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Border Legion," Zane Grey weaves a compelling narrative set against the backdrop of the American West, exploring themes of loyalty, morality, and the struggle for redemption. The novel's literary style is marked by Grey's signature vivid imagery and lyrical prose, transporting readers into the rugged terrain and turbulent lives of outlaws and miners. A striking blend of adventure and psychological depth, the work captures the essence of early 20th-century frontier mystique intertwined with a poignant exploration of the human condition, reflecting the socio-political tensions of its time. Zane Grey, an avid outdoorsman and skilled fisherman, drew much inspiration from his own experiences in the West, which informed his understanding of its varied landscapes and cultures. Born in 1872, Grey wrote extensively on themes related to nature and the human spirit, with "The Border Legion" emerging as a testament to his fascination with the untamed life of the western frontier. His background as a dentist, combined with a passion for writing, ultimately led him to create stories that resonated deeply with his readers. This novel is highly recommended for those interested in classic American literature and the exploration of themes such as adventure and personal transformation. Grey's masterful storytelling will captivate both western enthusiasts and those seeking a rich narrative filled with emotional depth and complexity. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Best Western Classics of Zane Grey," readers are invited into the rugged and expansive landscapes of the American West, a recurring theme in Grey's illustrious oeuvre. This anthology masterfully weaves together tales of frontier life, featuring larger-than-life characters facing both physical and moral challenges. Grey's distinctive literary style combines rich, vivid descriptions with a keen understanding of nature and human psychology, allowing readers to immerse themselves in a world where adventure and virtue often collide amidst dramatic settings. The collection resonates within the literary context of early 20th-century America, reflecting the nation's burgeoning love affair with Western mythology and the romanticized ideals of exploration and courage. Zane Grey, born in 1872, was a writer whose passion for the outdoors and the Western landscape was rooted in his experiences as a fisherman and hunter. His works encapsulate not only his admiration for the natural world but also his deep understanding of American individualism and the complexities of frontier life. Inspired by his travels and the folklore of his native Ohio, Grey's narratives reveal a tumultuous interplay between civilization and wilderness, drawing readers into the heart of what he viewed as a quintessential American experience. This collection is an essential read for enthusiasts of Western literature and adventure narratives alike. Through Grey's captivating prose, modern readers can reconnect with the spirit of exploration and the timeless struggles that characterize the human experience. Lovers of narrative driven by action, morality, and the lure of the untamed will find themselves enthralled by these classic tales, illuminating both the spirit of their times and the enduring themes that continue to resonate today. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "The Border Legion," Zane Grey crafts an enthralling narrative set against the rugged landscapes of the American West during the late 19th century. This Western classic deftly intertwines themes of adventure, romance, and heroism, revealing the struggles of a young man caught between the law and the lawless. Grey's vivid descriptions and dynamic character development draw readers into a world of outlaws, betrayals, and the enduring spirit of frontier life. The novel's prose reflects the author's deep appreciation for nature and the inherent conflict between civilization and wilderness, situating it firmly within the larger canon of American Western literature. Zane Grey, an influential figure in the genre, drew inspiration from his own experiences as an outdoorsman and an avid fisherman. His fascination with the untamed American landscape and its inhabitants propelled him to write stories that often contest the tension between morality and survival. Born in 1872, Grey's diverse life and travels across the West imbued his work with authenticity, allowing him to portray compelling characters whose journeys echo the tumultuous history of the region. For readers captivated by tales of adventure and the American frontier, "The Border Legion" offers a rich exploration of the complexities of humanity against a backdrop of lawlessness. Grey's masterful storytelling invites readers to immerse themselves in a pivotal moment of American history, making this novel a must-read for both enthusiasts of the genre and those seeking timeless themes of resilience and freedom. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Greatest Zane Grey Westerns," readers are invited into the vivid and rugged landscapes of the American West, where adventure, romance, and the timeless struggle between civilization and savagery unfold. Grey's prose is characterized by its evocative imagery and rich character development, capturing the essence of frontier life while weaving complex narratives that often involve themes of heroism and morality. As a collection of his most celebrated tales, this compilation showcases Grey's unique contribution to the Western genre, cementing his status as a pioneer who shaped literary depictions of America's expansive territories during the early 20th century. Zane Grey, an ardent lover of the outdoors and a lifelong enthusiast of western exploits, drew inspiration from his own experiences as a fisherman and hunter, which informed his authentic portrayals of the West. Grey's passion for American history and the mythologizing of frontier life propelled him to become one of the most published authors of his time. His early career as a dentist belied a deeper yearning for storytelling, leading him to pen narratives that resonated with readers seeking escapism and adventure. This anthology is a must-read for lovers of adventure and Western lore. Whether you are a newcomer to Grey's works or a seasoned admirer of his style, this collection offers a perfect blend of thrilling escapades and profound character exploration, making it indispensable for anyone wishing to immerse themselves in the essence of the Western mythos. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    A battle-scarred veteran returns to a seemingly placid American town and discovers that, after the thunder of World War I, the most demanding struggle is a quieter one, as memory, conscience, and a swiftly changing public life collide to test whether private virtue and communal bonds can endure the seductive current of a new age and whether courage off the battlefield can be sustained without the clarities of uniform and command.

The Day of the Beast is a novel by Zane Grey, published in the early 1920s. While Grey is widely associated with Western adventures, this book turns to contemporary American life, unfolding in the aftermath of the First World War. Its setting is a small town in the United States, where the shock of global conflict meets the rhythms of everyday civic life. The result is a work that blends social drama with the observational reach of a novelist attuned to tension between tradition and emerging modern habits.

At its center stands a young veteran who comes home carrying visible and invisible marks of service. What he finds is not the remembered calm but a community in flux—restless, energized, and uncertain about its moral bearings. He seeks honest purpose, tries to reconnect with family and neighbors, and confronts pressures that range from personal temptation to public controversy. The story tracks his efforts to live by principles formed in hardship while navigating festivals, work, worship, and leisure that no longer feel quite the same.

Grey's storytelling here is direct and unadorned, moving briskly from intimate reflection to sharply drawn encounters in streets, parlors, workplaces, and civic spaces. The voice maintains an earnest, often solemn tone, yet leaves room for warmth, humor, and moments of respite. Instead of baroque plotting, the book builds pressure through accumulation: repeated tests of character, frictions between neighbors, and public scenes that echo private doubts. Readers can expect clear scene-setting, steady pacing, and a mood that alternates between urgency and contemplative stillness.

Themes surface with clarity: the challenge of reintegration after war; the pull between individual conscience and group approval; generational change and the anxieties it stirs; the difference between genuine compassion and performative righteousness. The novel probes how communities police behavior and how easily concern for order can turn harsh or hypocritical. It also explores the cost of courage when it is exercised in ordinary life, away from battlefields and banners, and asks what kind of strength is required to resist fashionable cynicism.

These concerns reverberate today. Readers will recognize the veteran's search for belonging amid rapid cultural shifts, debates over public morals and private freedoms, and the strain that speed and novelty place on tradition. The book invites reflection on how to welcome those returning from service, how to disagree without cruelty, and how to balance reform with patience. Its questions are practical as well as ethical: What sustains character? What responsibilities do neighbors owe one another in times of change? Where should determination yield to mercy?

For those new to Zane Grey, this novel offers a different vantage from his frontier tales while retaining his interest in testing character under pressure. For longtime readers, it reveals how his sense of landscape extends to the moral terrain of a town after war. The Day of the Beast promises a sober, compelling experience grounded in human stakes rather than spectacle, a story that rewards patience with insight and invites readers to measure their own convictions against the crosscurrents of a transforming age.
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    In the wake of the First World War, a young American soldier returns to his small hometown expecting the comfort of familiar streets and faces. Instead, he finds a place altered by absence, prosperity, and unease. The welcome he receives is polite yet detached, and the routines that once anchored him now feel hollow. He struggles with lingering wounds of service, both visible and hidden, and searches for meaningful work. As he reconnects with family and former companions, he recognizes a distance he cannot easily cross, and he begins to sense that the challenges ahead will be more subtle than battle.

He surveys a community swept up in postwar change: new money, new amusements, and a brisk disregard for prewar restraint. Prohibition has driven drinking into back rooms and country lanes, and the resulting secrecy lends it an allure. Young people embrace jazz, fast cars, and bolder fashions, while their elders compromise to keep the peace. Civic leaders talk of progress yet look away from the compromises that enable it. To the returning veteran, the disorder is not only in the streets but in the spirit of the town, where cynicism replaces purpose and easy thrill substitutes for responsibility.

Seeking a role, he tries steady employment and civic clubs, hoping structure will quiet the restlessness that trails him from the trenches. He renews acquaintance with a thoughtful woman whose steadiness once drew him, and he meets a dazzling, impulsive young woman whose defiance of convention unsettles him. Between these figures, he sees the town’s moral debate made personal: loyalty and patience on one side, exhilaration and risk on the other. His attempts to guide and to listen often collide, and he learns that advice from a soldier’s code does not readily fit into peacetime temptations.

Whispers of bootlegging and corruption rise to the surface. A circle of opportunists profits from illicit liquor and the excitement surrounding it, and some officials appear willing to look the other way. The veteran discovers that acquaintances, even friends, are entangled. Another former soldier drifts toward rougher company, providing a stark contrast to the effort to find honorable footing. Determined not to retreat, he tries direct action: shepherding youths away from trouble, supporting wholesome diversions, and confronting small abuses before they grow. He senses, however, that the forces he faces are organized, profitable, and confident in public indifference.

Public events reveal private fault lines. At dances, picnics, and automobile excursions, the veteran witnesses carelessness that edges into danger. Accidents and rumors stain the standing of respected families, and the town’s appetite for gossip fuels divisions. Reports of hidden stills in nearby hills and of joyrides ending in injury suggest a deeper pattern. The lively young woman, whose charm draws a circle of admirers, becomes entangled in situations that alarm the veteran and complicate his sense of responsibility. He begins to map the informal routes that connect respectable households, clandestine suppliers, and the thrill-seeking set.

As pressures mount, personal loyalties tighten their grip. The steadfast woman expects constancy and plain dealing; the impulsive one demands protection without judgment. Employers and civic figures urge the veteran to avoid stirring controversy, arguing that prosperity depends on calm. He feels the old discipline of the army tested by subtle compromises and half-truths. Misunderstandings multiply, and his reputation bends under insinuation. He considers escape to a new start elsewhere, yet the troubles around him seem to mirror the larger unease of the country, convincing him that departure would dodge, not answer, the obligations he recognizes.

Violence intrudes. Fights flare at roadhouses, a vehicle overturns on a dark road, and a young life is imperiled, focusing the town’s attention. The veteran gathers a small group of allies—a principled physician, a worried clergyman, and a few friends mindful of duty—to counter the liquor trade and its social cost. They plan quietly, preferring proof to outrage, order to spectacle. Their efforts expose a tangle of self-interest that stretches beyond petty criminals. Meanwhile, families pull apart over accusations, and the young grow wary of lectures that carry no hope of understanding.

The struggle reaches a decisive night when hidden dealings must face daylight. The veteran follows a trail to a secluded meeting place where liquor, money, and unwise bravado converge. Past and present merge for him as fear, resolve, and training guide his choices. Bonds among friends and between the two women are tested, and the town’s leaders are forced to confront what they have tolerated. The encounter brings risk to those he most wants to protect and compels a reckoning between personal affection and public obligation, pointing the way toward change without yet defining its cost.

In the aftermath, the community pauses to measure its losses and possibilities. The veteran reflects on what war altered within people as much as within institutions: how restlessness, prosperity, and grief can erode restraint, and how renewal depends on courage that is patient rather than noisy. Relationships shaken by suspicion begin to find their terms, though not without scars. The book closes on a tempered hope that private integrity can influence public life, even in seasons of confusion. Its central message underscores responsibility in an unsettled age, asking how a free society steadies itself after collective upheaval.
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    Set in the immediate aftermath of World War I, the novel unfolds in Middleville, a fictional small American town evoking the Mid-Atlantic and Midwest in 1919–1920. The locale is defined by courthouse squares, churches, dance halls, and storefronts serving a community shifting from wartime production to peacetime uncertainty. Prohibition looms as national law, women have won the franchise, and the influenza pandemic’s losses remain palpable. Returning soldiers meet a town transformed by new leisure, automobiles, and mass culture. Zane Grey situates events in this transitional moment to examine how a veteran’s homecoming collides with altered social norms, economic readjustment, and the moral debates sharpening across small-town America.

World War I (1914–1918), and the United States’ entry on April 6, 1917, dominate the novel’s background. The American Expeditionary Forces under General John J. Pershing fought decisive campaigns, including the Meuse–Argonne Offensive (September 26–November 11, 1918), which engaged 1.2 million U.S. troops and cost over 26,000 American lives; overall U.S. deaths reached about 116,516. Demobilization in 1919 returned nearly 4 million service members to civilian life amid scarce jobs and psychological injuries then called “shell shock.” The American Legion formed in March 1919 and the U.S. Veterans Bureau was created in 1921 to manage care. In the novel, the haunted return of a front-line veteran crystallizes these national traumas, revealing townspeople’s shallow patriotism and inadequate support for those who served.

Prohibition followed the ratification of the Eighteenth Amendment (January 16, 1919) and the National Prohibition Act, or Volstead Act (October 28, 1919), which took effect on January 17, 1920. Enforcement spurred illicit distilling, smuggling across the Great Lakes and coasts, and the rise of speakeasies; figures like George Remus in Cincinnati exemplified early bootlegging empires. Local corruption flourished as underfunded federal agents struggled. Communities divided into “drys” and “wets,” with moral reformers pushing strict codes. Grey’s portrayal of alcohol infiltrating dances and parties in Middleville mirrors the rapid spread of illegal liquor, using the veteran’s indignation and self-discipline to critique both hypocritical temperance advocates and the appetites that made Prohibition porous and combustible.

The First Red Scare (1919–1920) arose from bombings linked to anarchists, including the June 1919 attacks targeting Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, and from fear after the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. The Palmer Raids (November 1919–January 1920), coordinated by a young J. Edgar Hoover, led to thousands of arrests and deportations of radicals such as Emma Goldman. Simultaneously, labor unrest surged: the Seattle General Strike (February 1919), the Boston Police Strike (September 1919), and the Steel Strike of 1919. This climate fostered nativism and suspicion of dissent. In the novel’s small-town milieu, reflexive law-and-order measures and denunciations of “radicals” color public life, intensifying social surveillance and rationalizing community coercion under the banner of patriotism.

Women’s suffrage culminated in the Nineteenth Amendment (ratified August 18, 1920), expanding electoral participation and accelerating shifts in gender roles. Early Jazz Age culture—dance crazes like the foxtrot and shimmy, bobbed hair, cosmetics, and commercial leisure—moved from urban centers into smaller towns via phonographs, motion pictures, and the radio boom begun by KDKA in Pittsburgh (1920). Automobiles enabled greater privacy in courtship. Reformers responded with school codes and pulpit campaigns against “modern” conduct, while the Sheppard–Towner Maternity Act (1921) signaled new public health duties. Grey’s narrative contrasts independent, socially active young women with traditional expectations, dramatizing intergenerational conflict and the moral panic that accompanied female visibility and self-determination in civic and social spheres.

The 1918–1920 influenza pandemic killed an estimated 50 million worldwide and about 675,000 in the United States, with waves in 1918 and 1919 forcing closures of schools, churches, and theaters. Communities endured rapid mass burials and shortages of medical personnel, while public health messaging clashed with economic imperatives. Survivors emerged into 1919–1920 with grief, a sharpened sense of life’s brevity, and a turn toward pleasure and distraction. Grey’s postwar town bears this imprint: mourning households, wary crowds, and a renewed appetite for dances and diversions. The novel thus frames youthful hedonism not only as moral drift but as a psychological response to mass death, amplifying the tension between restraint and release.

Nativism and moral vigilantism crested alongside the second Ku Klux Klan’s revival (founded 1915 by William J. Simmons at Stone Mountain). By the early 1920s, Klan membership swelled into the millions, especially in Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, policing “Americanism” against Catholics, Jews, immigrants, and African Americans while championing Prohibition and “home protection.” Parades, cross-burnings, and political capture of local offices gave the movement civic presence. Immigration restriction followed with the Emergency Quota Act of 1921, tightening the climate. While the novel need not name the Klan, its depiction of collective moral crusades, intimidations, and social ostracism mirrors this zeitgeist, showing how small-town righteousness could darken into coercion under the guise of communal purity.

As social and political critique, the book exposes a postwar order that celebrates service while neglecting veterans’ wounds, criminalizes appetite while abetting corruption, and invokes patriotism to silence dissent. Grey indicts the complicity of respectable elites—clergy, businessmen, and officials—in enabling bootlegging, scapegoating, and sexual double standards, revealing class-protective moralism. He scrutinizes how nativist rhetoric and public virtue mask control of women’s behavior and youth leisure, and how civic pride erases grief and trauma. By filtering 1919–1920 through a returned soldier’s conscience, the novel interrogates Prohibition’s failures, the Red Scare’s overreach, and small-town vigilantism, urging a civic ethic grounded in responsibility rather than spectacle or fear.





DEDICATION

Herein is embodied my tribute to the American

    men who gave themselves to the service in the great

    war, and my sleepless and eternal gratitude for

    what they did for me.

ZANE GREY.




THE DAY OF THE BEAST

Main Table of Contents












CHAPTER I



CHAPTER II



CHAPTER III



CHAPTER IV



CHAPTER V



CHAPTER VI



CHAPTER VII



CHAPTER VIII



CHAPTER IX



CHAPTER X



CHAPTER XI



CHAPTER XII



CHAPTER XIII



CHAPTER XIV



CHAPTER XV



CHAPTER XVI



CHAPTER XVII



CHAPTER XVIII



CHAPTER XIX



CHAPTER XX



CHAPTER XXI



CHAPTER XXII



CHAPTER XXIII



CHAPTER XXIV



CHAPTER XXV



CHAPTER I


Table of Contents








His native land! Home!

The ship glided slowly up the Narrows; and from its deck Daren Lane saw the noble black outline of the Statue of Liberty[1] limned against the clear gold of sunset. A familiar old pang in his breast—longing and homesickness and agony, together with the physical burn of gassed lungs—seemed to swell into a profound overwhelming emotion.

"My own—my native land![1q]" he whispered, striving to wipe the dimness from his eyes. Was it only two years or twenty since he had left his country to go to war? A sense of strangeness dawned upon him. His home-coming, so ceaselessly dreamed of by night and longed for by day, was not going to be what his hopes had created. But at that moment his joy was too great to harbor strange misgivings. How impossible for any one to understand his feelings then, except perhaps the comrades who had survived the same ordeal!

The vessel glided on. A fresh cool spring breeze with a scent of land fanned Lane's hot brow. It bore tidings from home. Almost he thought he smelled the blossoms in the orchard, and the damp newly plowed earth, and the smoke from the wood fire his mother used to bake over. A hundred clamoring thoughts strove for dominance over his mind—to enter and flash by and fade. His sight, however, except for the blur that returned again and again, held fast to the entrancing and thrilling scene—the broad glimmering sun-track of gold in the rippling channel, leading his eye to the grand bulk of America's symbol of freedom, and to the stately expanse of the Hudson River, dotted by moving ferry-boats and tugs, and to the magnificent broken sky-line of New York City, with its huge dark structures looming and its thousands of windows reflecting the fire of the sun.

It was indeed a profound and stirring moment for Daren Lane, but not quite full, not all-satisfying. The great city seemed to frown. The low line of hills in the west shone dull gray and cold. Where were the screaming siren whistles, the gay streaming flags, the boats crowded with waving people, that should have welcomed disabled soldiers who had fought for their country? Lane hoped he had long passed by bitterness, but yet something rankled in the unhealed wound of his heart.

Some one put a hand in close clasp upon his arm. Then Lane heard the scrape of a crutch on the deck, and knew who stood beside him.

"Well, Dare, old boy, does it look good to you?" asked a husky voice.

"Yes, Blair, but somehow not just what I expected," replied Lane, turning to his comrade.

"Uhuh, I get you."

Blair Maynard stood erect with the aid of a crutch. There was even a hint of pride in the poise of his uncovered head. And for once Lane saw the thin white face softening and glowing. Maynard's big brown eyes were full of tears.

"Guess I left my nerve as well as my leg over there," he said.

"Blair, it's so good to get back that we're off color," returned Lane. "On the level, I could scream like a madman."

"I'd like to weep," replied the other, with a half laugh.

"Where's Red? He oughtn't miss this."

"Poor devil! He sneaked off from me somewhere," rejoined Maynard. "Red's in pretty bad shape again. The voyage has been hard on him. I hope he'll be well enough to get his discharge when we land. I'll take him home to Middleville[2]."

"Middleville!" echoed Lane, musingly. "Home!... Blair, does it hit you—kind of queer? Do you long, yet dread to get home?"

Maynard had no reply for that query, but his look was expressive.

"I've not heard from Helen for over a year," went on Lane, more as if speaking to himself.

"My God, Dare!" exclaimed his companion, with sudden fire. "Are you still thinking of her?"

"We—we are engaged," returned Lane, slowly. "At least we were. But I've had no word that she——"

"Dare, your childlike faith is due for a jar," interrupted his comrade, with bitter scorn. "Come down to earth. You're a crippled soldier—coming home—and damn lucky at that."

"Blair, what do you know—that I do not know? For long I've suspected you're wise to—to things at home. You know I haven't heard much in all these long months. My mother wrote but seldom. Lorna, my kid sister, forgot me, I guess.... Helen always was a poor correspondent. Dal answered my letters, but she never told me anything about home. When we first got to France I heard often from Margie Henderson and Mel Iden—crazy kind of letters—love-sick over soldiers.... But nothing for a long time now."

"At first they wrote! Ha! Ha!" burst out Maynard. "Sure, they wrote love-sick letters. They sent socks and cigarettes and candy and books. And they all wanted us to hurry back to marry them.... Then—when the months had gone by and the novelty had worn off—when we went against the hell of real war—sick or worn out, sleepless and miserable, crippled or half demented with terror and dread and longing for home—then, by God, they quit!"

"Oh, no, Blair—not all of them," remonstrated Lane, unsteadily.

"Well, old man, I'm sore, and you're about the only guy I can let out on," explained Maynard, heavily. "One thing I'm glad of—we'll face it together. Daren, we were kids together—do you remember?—playing on the commons—straddling the old water-gates over the brooks—stealing cider from the country presses—barefoot boys going to school together. We played Post-Office with the girls and Indians with the boys. We made puppy love to Dal and Mel and Helen and Margie—all of them.... Then, somehow the happy thoughtless years of youth passed.... It seems strange and sudden now—but the war came. We enlisted. We had the same ideal—you and I.—We went to France—and you know what we did there together.... Now we're on this ship—getting into port of the good old U.S.—good as bad as she is!—going home together. Thank God for that. I want to be buried in Woodlawn.... Home! Home?... We feel its meaning. But, Dare, we'll have no home—no place.... We are old—we are through—we have served—we are done.... What we dreamed of as glory will be cold ashes to our lips, bitter as gall.... You always were a dreamer, an idealist, a believer in God, truth, hope and womanhood. In spite of the war these somehow survive in you.... But Dare, old friend, steel yourself now against disappointment and disillusion."

Used as Lane was to his comrade's outbursts, this one struck singularly home to Lane's heart and made him mute. The chill of his earlier misgiving returned, augmented by a strange uneasiness, a premonition of the unknown and dreadful future. But he threw it off. Faith would not die in Lane. It could not die utterly because of what he felt in himself. Yet—what was in store for him? Why was his hope so unquenchable? There could be no resurgam for Daren Lane. Resignation should have brought him peace—peace—when every nerve in his shell-shocked body racked him—when he could not subdue a mounting hope that all would be well at home—when he quivered at thought of mother, sister, sweetheart!

The ship glided on under the shadow of America's emblem—a bronze woman of noble proportions, holding out a light to ships that came in the night—a welcome to all the world. Daren Lane held to his maimed comrade while they stood bare-headed and erect for that moment when the ship passed the statue. Lane knew what Blair felt. But nothing of what that feeling was could ever be spoken. The deck of the ship was now crowded with passengers, yet they were seemingly dead to anything more than a safe arrival at their destination. They were not crippled American soldiers. Except these two there were none in service uniforms. There across the windy space of water loomed the many-eyed buildings, suggestive of the great city. A low roar of traffic came on the breeze. Passengers and crew of the liner were glad to dock before dark. They took no notice of the rigid, erect soldiers. Lane, arm in arm with Blair, face to the front, stood absorbed in his sense of a nameless sublimity for them while passing the Statue of Liberty. The spirit of the first man who ever breathed of freedom for the human race burned as a white flame in the heart of Lane and his comrade. But it was not so much that spirit which held them erect, aloof, proud. It was a supreme consciousness of immeasurable sacrifice for an ideal that existed only in the breasts of men and women kindred to them—an unutterable and never-to-be-spoken glory of the duty done for others, but that they owed themselves. They had sustained immense loss of health and happiness; the future seemed like the gray, cold, gloomy expanse of the river; and there could never be any reward except this white fire of their souls. Nameless! But it was the increasing purpose that ran through the ages.

The ship docked at dark. Lane left Blair at the rail, gloomily gazing down at the confusion and bustle on the wharf, and went below to search for their comrade, Red Payson. He found him in his stateroom, half crouched on the berth, apparently oblivious to the important moment. It required a little effort to rouse Payson. He was a slight boy, not over twenty-two, sallow-faced and freckled, with hair that gave him the only name his comrades knew him by. Lane packed the boy's few possessions and talked vehemently all the time. Red braced up, ready to go, but he had little to say and that with the weary nonchalance habitual with him. Lane helped him up on deck, and the exertion, slight as it was, brought home to Lane that he needed help himself. They found Maynard waiting.

"Well, here we are—the Three Musketeers," said Lane, in a voice he tried to make cheerful.

"Where's the band?" inquired Maynard, sardonically.

"Gay old New York—and me broke!" exclaimed Red Payson, as if to himself.

Then the three stood by the rail, at the gangplank, waiting for the hurried stream of passengers to disembark. Down on the wharf under the glaring white lights, swarmed a crowd from which rose a babel of voices. A whistle blew sharply at intervals. The whirr and honk of taxicabs, and the jangle of trolley cars, sounded beyond the wide dark portal of the dock-house. The murky water below splashed between ship and pier. Deep voices rang out, and merry laughs, and shrill glad cries of welcome. The bright light shone down upon a motley, dark-garbed mass, moving slowly. The spirit of the occasion was manifest.

When the three disabled soldiers, the last passengers to disembark, slowly and laboriously descended to the wharf, no one offered to help them, no one waited with a smile and hand-clasp of welcome. No one saw them, except a burly policeman, who evidently had charge of the traffic at the door. He poked his club into the ribs of the one-legged, slowly shuffling Maynard and said with cheerful gruffness: "Step lively, Buddy, step lively!"

Lane, with his two comrades, spent three days at a barracks-hospital for soldiers in Bedford Park. It was a long flimsy structure, bare except for rows of cots along each wall, and stoves at middle, and each end. The place was overcrowded with disabled service men, all worse off than Lane and his comrades. Lane felt that he really was keeping a sicker man than himself from what attention the hospital afforded. So he was glad, at the end of the third day, to find they could be discharged from the army.

This enforced stay, when he knew he was on his way home, had seemed almost unbearable to Lane. He felt that he had the strength to get home, and that was about all. He began to expectorate blood—no unusual thing for him—but this time to such extent that he feared the return of hemorrhage. The nights seemed sleepless, burning, black voids; and the days were hideous with noise and distraction. He wanted to think about the fact that he was home—an astounding and unbelievable thing. Once he went down to the city and walked on Broadway and Fifth Avenue, taxing his endurance to the limit. But he had become used to pain and exhaustion. So long as he could keep up he did not mind.

That day three powerful impressions were forced upon Lane, never to be effaced. First he found that the change in him was vast and incalculable and vague. He could divine but not understand. Secondly, the men of the service, disabled or not, were old stories to New Yorkers. Lane saw soldiers begging from pedestrians. He muttered to himself: "By God, I'll starve to death before I ever do that!" He could not detect any aloofness on the part of passers-by. They were just inattentive. Lane remembered with sudden shock how differently soldiers had been regarded two or three years ago. He had read lengthy newspaper accounts of the wild and magnificent welcome accorded to the first soldiers to return to New York. How strange the contrast! But that was long ago—past history—buried under the immense and hurried and inscrutable changes of a nation. Lane divined that, as he felt the mighty resistless throb of the great city. His third and strongest impression concerned the women he met and passed on the streets. Their lips and cheeks were rouged. Their dresses were cut too low at the neck. But even this fashion was not nearly so striking as the short skirts, cut off at the knees, and in many cases above. At first this roused a strange amaze in Lane. "What's the idea, I wonder?" he mused. But in the end it disgusted him. He reflected that for two swift years he had been out of the track of events, away from centers of population. Paris itself had held no attraction for him. Dreamer and brooder, he had failed to see the material things. But this third impression troubled him more than the other two and stirred thoughts he tried to dispel. Returning to the barracks he learned that he and his friends would be free on the morrow; and long into the night he rejoiced in the knowledge. Free! The grinding, incomprehensible Juggernaut and himself were at the parting of the ways. Before he went to sleep he remembered a forgotten prayer his mother had taught him. His ordeal was over. What had happened did not matter. The Hell was past and he must bury memory. Whether or not he had a month or a year to live it must be lived without memories of his ordeal.

Next day, at the railroad station, even at the moment of departure, Lane and Blair Maynard had their problem with Red Payson. He did not want to go to Blair's home.

"But hell, Red, you haven't any home—any place to go," blurted out Maynard.
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