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Children are a gift from the LORD; They are a reward from him.


PSALM 127:3 NLT
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Introduction


From the moment they are born, our children hold a prominent place in our hearts. We begin to worry about their wellbeing even before they draw their first breath. It can become overwhelming if we let it. What can we do? Pray!


These daily entries will help you pray directly out of Scripture for your children’s protection, health, peace, joy, and purpose. You won’t do everything perfectly; relieve yourself of that pressure! Find encouragement and wisdom in the Word of God. His promises are for you and for the ones he has placed in your care.


As you hold your children in your arms or your heart, Jesus holds you. He will help you guide, comfort, nurture, and protect your precious ones. Trust him to show you how to parent and pray for them. He chose you for them, and he will give you everything you need to walk through every moment.


Discover the power of prayer that fills you with hope and peace. God is with you, he is for you, and he hears you.






January


Start children off the way they should go and even when they are old they will not turn from it.


PROVERBS 22:6 NIV








JANUARY 1


The Right Way


What delight comes to the one who follows God’s ways!


PSALM 1:1 TPT


Jesus is the way. What joy is in store for those who follow Jesus! Though the road will not be free of hardship, there is always joy available to believers. Today, pray that your children will be able to discern between God’s ways and the ways of the world and find joy in following Christ.


Jesus, you are the way, the truth, and the life. In your presence, there is endless joy to be found. I can find all these truths in your Word, and I know them firsthand. I want my children to know the that joy as well. As they grow up, let them find you to be the way. There are many ways presented in this world, but nothing satisfies like you do. Give them the wisdom to discern between paths that lead to sin and death and paths that lead to you.


Sometimes, even good things can become things that lead us astray. Empower them with discernment to know. Let them taste of the sweet joy that comes from knowing you. I pray they will crave your ways and find delight in what your heart delights in. As for me, let me be an example to them of one who follows your ways. Let them see me seeking your will and your face. Thank you for pursuing my heart and bringing me to you. Please do the same with my children.





JANUARY 2


Mighty to Save


He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:10 ESV


As parents, we all desire our children to be safe, happy, and grow up well. Our natural instinct is to protect them from the many dangers in the world. However, we can’t place this desire as an idol. It will lead to high anxiety and helicopter parenting. Our hope is in God and not in our own ability to protect our children.


God who delivers us, you are the one who is mighty to save. You are the one whose strength is unmatched. I confess my desire to take on that role for my children. I want to save them, protect them, and keep them from all sorts of harm. They are a gift to me, and my instinct rises up to protect them. If this has become an idol in my life, I repent of that. I ask you to restore yourself to your rightful place in my parenting as their deliverer. Give me wisdom to know when to swoop in and save and when to let them learn from the hardships that come their way.


I pray they will set their hopes on you. I pray they will see you as the mighty Savior that you are. Please take that role in their lives. Let them know that you will always have their backs. May they be people who cry out to you for help time and time again. I praise you because I know you will answer them and deliver them. You are trustworthy and kind in this way. Thank you, Jesus.





JANUARY 3


Build up Faith


If your faith remains strong, even while surrounded by life’s difficulties, you will continue to experience the untold blessings of God! True happiness comes as you pass the test with faith, and receive the victorious crown of life promised to every lover of God!


JAMES 1:12 TPT


Faith is a necessity in the Christian life. It is not a one-time event; it is a muscle that needs to be exercised. The more your kids run and play, the stronger their physical muscles become. The more they encounter situations requiring faith, the more their faith muscles grow. Pray for this growth.


Jesus, you said we should become like children. My children often display greater faith than I do. Their trust and ability to believe in what they can’t see is amazing. As these muscles of faith stretch and grow in them, I pray they will always put their faith in you. Make their faith strong through the circumstances that come their way. Let them have more than mustard-seed faith. Through their growing faith, may they see mountains moved and blessings showered. You provide limitless ways to go through life’s hardships, and you promise to always be near.


Lastly, I pray you would finish their faith. Build it up all the days of their lives until the end of the race when they will receive the promise and the crown. Thank you for remaining faithful to us.





JANUARY 4


Greatest Prayer


He has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son.


COLOSSIANS 1:13 NLT


Every parent can’t help having hopes, dreams, and desires for their children. The greatest desire you should have is for the salvation of their souls. For your children to be found in the kingdom of light at the end of the age should be at the top of your prayer list. It’s what matters most.


Of all the prayers I pray, dear Jesus, of all the hopes and thoughts I have for my kids, this verse is the crowning one. May they know you. May they be found in your kingdom at the end of the age. Those of us who confess your name, who believe that you are the one sent to save us from the darkness of our sin, rejoice that you have brought us into the light. There is no greater longing in my soul other than for my children to experience the same.


Save them, oh Lord! Bring them out of the darkness they reside in and let them experience the illuminating joy of your kingdom. I pray against any resisting walls that may be in their lives. Will you break them down? I pray against the chains the enemy tries to bind them with. Bring freedom. Bring any hidden sin into the light. Darkness can’t prevail against the brilliance of you and your love. Thank you for your passionate love toward us. It brought you into the darkness to bring freedom to our lives. Your rescuing power is great, and I praise you for it.





JANUARY 5


Benevolent God


Every good action and every perfect gift is from God. These good gifts come down from the Creator of the sun, moon, and stars, who does not change like their shifting shadows.


JAMES 1:17 NCV


Creation is just one of the things that reminds us of the goodness of God. His fingerprints are everywhere in our world. His goodness was present at the beginning of time, and it never changes. Let creation testify to your children about the goodness of God.


God of creation, I see the work of your hands in the heavens above. The way you made and govern the sun, moon, and stars inspires awe in me. Their purpose and beauty teach me about your character. You made all creation: the snow drifting through the sky, the wildflowers blooming in the spring, the summer fireflies, and the fall leaves. Considering these teaches me about your character. You are good. You are beautiful. Your generosity with beauty in our world reminds me that you are benevolent in your goodness toward us.


I pray my kids know this goodness and beauty. When they interact with creation, may it raise their curiosity for you. Let wonder reign in their imaginings of you. Let your praise be on their lips all the days of their lives for the goodness you bestow on them.





JANUARY 6


Eternal Hope


The hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.


TITUS 1:2 NIV


Our God is the eternal God. We are finite beings. However, God made a way for us to be with him forever through his Son, Jesus. No matter what, it is most important that our kids hear this truth.


God of eternity, you are the Creator of my known world. Things too wonderful for me to comprehend came into existence by the words of your mouth. The relationship you have with time displays your might. Only you can offer us eternal life. It is only through your Son that we can be with you forever. This is our great and everlasting hope.


I pray you will do whatever it takes in my children’s lives for them to confess this truth. I don’t wish hardship or pain upon them, but I hope for the most important thing: that they will know you. May they have the hope of eternal life. Let that hope anchor them through trials and storms. Let that hope persevere throughout all their living days. Help me change my parenting mindset and goals to be focused more on the eternal than on the temporary. Thank you for being our hope and offering us life eternal with you.





JANUARY 7


Promise Keeper


The yes to all of God’s promises is in Christ, and through Christ we say yes to the glory of God.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:20 NCV


Every Old Testament promise of God finds its fulfillment In Christ. Believers find hope in holding on to the promises of God. They are anchors when we need reminders of who God is. He always is true to his word. Let’s pray for our children to learn to hold onto the promises of God.


Your promises are an anchor to my soul, God. I praise you because you always are good on your word. You are who you say you are, and your promises reveal your good character.


Whatever situations my children face, I pray you will teach them to hold fast to your promises. When waves of trials crash against them, may they find solid footing in your character and on the fact that you never change. You will forever love them. You will never leave them. You desire for them to be saved, to know you, and to be in right relationship with you. May your numerous promises bring them comfort. Give them the ability to hide your Word inside their hearts so they can recall your promises when times are tough. May their lives be for your glory as they say yes to you.





JANUARY 8


To Know God


Ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature.


So they have no excuse for not knowing God.


ROMANS 1:20 NLT


What is the purpose of humanity? If you are a believer, you would say it is to know and be known by God. What greater desire could we pray for our children than that they would know our wonderful Savior? Praise God that he has made knowledge of him easily accessible for us.


One step into the world around me and there are whispers of you, mighty God. I look up into the sky, the vast array of colors and the heights I can’t reach, and they declare your endless power. I stoop down and feel the ground beneath me, and I remember how solid a foundation you are for me. What wonderful knowledge you have given to us!


I pray you will give my kids eyes to see. May they look up and know you; may they stoop down and feel you. Wherever they go in this world, let them know you are there. May this insight sink deep into their hearts and grow roots that spring into new life in you. If they have blind eyes, open them, oh Lord. Let what is invisible become visible and unmistakable. Let your praise ring from their lips all the days of their lives. Thank you for being accessible to me and my kids.





JANUARY 9


Open Hands


When troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.


JAMES 1:2-3 NLT


The natural inclination of a parent is to shield our children from pain. We are in charge of their wellbeing and safety for so long that it is difficult to let them grow up and experience life. Life inevitably has troubles. May we have children who can grow in endurance.


Jesus, you told your disciples that they would have troubles in this world. You have never hidden the fact that this world is still fallen and troubles exist. I can derive comfort from the words you spoke next: you have overcome the world. This is where my joy is found. I know this, but it is difficult to allow my kids to experience trouble. Help me release them into your hands today, Jesus. Give me wisdom to know when I should step in and when I should step back and trust you.


When they do face trouble, whether from their own sin or from the falseness of the world about them, I pray they will endure. May they turn toward you for strength instead of digging deeper into their own empty reserves. As their parent, give me open hands that allow them to grow into the fullness of all you created them to be. Use every trouble and hardship in their lives for their good and your glory as you promised. I praise you for enduring with us and for overcoming the world.





JANUARY 10


Doing My Job


All glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with great joy into his glorious presence without a single fault.


JUDE 1:24 NLT


We desire the salvation of our children. What greater desire can a parent have other than for their children to know God? However, this is not a task that we as parents can accomplish. This can leave us feeling helpless and powerless. Thankfully, we serve a God who is mighty to save and passionate in his love toward our children.


I thank you for your mighty power, God. You who created this earth and everything in it, who makes the planet spin in perfect fashion for our health and wellbeing, are mighty in all your works. You are mighty to save, and I praise you for saving me out of darkness and bringing me into glorious life. You have given me a purpose: to bring you glory and to preach your gospel.


You have specifically given me these children to disciple. Show me the depth of purpose in the task in front of me. As I lean into that purpose, remind me that it is not my job to bring my kids to salvation; it’s my job to teach them your love and gospel. You are the only one mighty enough to save. Keep them close to you and pursue them to the end just like you promised. I confess that sometimes I stray from my lane and try to do your job. Please release me from any guilt or burden I have taken on that’s not mine.





JANUARY 11


Your Wisdom


The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:25 NIV


The world thinks following God’s law as it is laid out in Scripture is foolish. Our salvation, which comes through God made man to bear our sin on a tree and then rise from the dead, is considered crazy talk. In reality, it is true wisdom and power.


Opposition is never easy, Lord. You knew this when you walked this earth. Many opposed you even to the point of killing you. Thank you for being a God who sympathizes with me and understands the pain of being called foolish and weak. Why do others’ opinions and slander matter so much? I confess my weakness toward the opinion of mortals and pray for your strength. Give me wisdom to raise my kids according to your ways. Give me strength to hold fast to your Word when other ideas and opinions swirl violently.


May my children elevate your Word above human education and intellect. May they not elevate the wisdom of their peers above your words. May they know you and be filled with all wisdom and power to direct their lives. Thank you for providing your Holy Spirit to direct us in wisdom.





JANUARY 12


All We Need


By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.


2 PETER 1:3 NLT


Imagine you find a delicious new recipe. Excited, you get in the kitchen to start cooking. Some ingredients are simmering on the stove, a few are chopped up on the counter, and then you come to the next step. Unfortunately, you don’t have those ingredients! That frustration never has to translate to our spiritual lives. Everything we need, every step of the way, God has in abundance for us.


I praise you, Lord, for drawing me to yourself. You call me to wake from the sleep that leads to death. You are the God who saves me and is powerful enough to awaken me. Thank you for the opportunity to be known by you and called your own.


Today, I’m feeling a lack. There are areas of parenting where I know I’m coming up short. I’m at the end of my own wisdom regarding these things. Can you provide wisdom for me? You have called me to this role of parent and disciple, and I know you will give me what I need to fulfill the job. I am the person for this job because you have made me that way. I have a full pantry, so to speak, of ingredients needed to live a life that brings you glory. Even when I’m unsure of what to ask for or unsure of what I need, I come to you because I know you are faithful to provide.





JANUARY 13


Merciful Father


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you.


1 PETER 1:3-4 ESV


God is full of mercy. He made the way for us to be reunited with him when we were powerless to do so ourselves. We are also powerless to bring our children to salvation. Thankfully, we know the one who has the power to save them and who loves them even more than we do.


Merciful Father, I praise you for the great mercy you show each and every one of us. No matter the depths of our sin or depravity, you pursue us and show us mercy. This includes my kids. They are never too far gone for you. Let them see your mercy. May they see it on display in my life and in the lives of other believers around them. Kindle a curiosity inside of them about this mercy. What kind of god is slow to anger and creates a way for freedom from sin? Let them know you as the good, kind Father who pursues their souls and never gives up on them.


I know it is not by my strength or power that they are saved. There is nothing in my own strength that I can do, so I pray to you, the God who makes a way. Father who is mighty to save, I ask that you bring my children to salvation. Let them know you.





JANUARY 14


A Warm Blanket


Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Father who is full of mercy and all comfort. He comforts us every time we have trouble, so when others have trouble, we can comfort them with the same comfort God gives us.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4 NCV


When you think of comfort, what do you imagine? Perhaps it’s a cozy blanket wrapped tightly around you on a cool evening. Picture God’s mercy and love in this way. It is wrapped around you, holding you tight and providing security when the world feels cold.


In my time with you, Jesus, I can look back and remember all the reassurances you provided for me. This history of your mercy and grace in my life is a quilt and a family heirloom. This tapestry of stories you made for me is a legacy for my children. Cover them in it.


May my mouth speak of your praises and never fail to give you glory. May my children’s ears hear the stories of your faithfulness to me, and may they seek that same covering for their own lives. In times of trouble—and there will be many—cover them. Wrap them tight in your mercy. Keep them warm when the world feels cold against their skin. May it nourish their souls and cause them to seek you more. Thank you for being a good father to them and to me.





JANUARY 15


Going Through


Let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.


JAMES 1:4 NKJV


When the Israelites left Egypt, they came up against the Red Sea. How would God lead them past such an obstacle? It was through a Red Sea miraculously split into two. The same is true with much of our lives; it’s often more about the going through than the getting over.


In James, we see your will for us, Lord: to be perfect and complete in you. Though perfection will never be reached here on earth, this life is part of the process toward that glorious truth.


I see my kids coming up against obstacles in their lives, and these things scare me. Help me be like the Israelites and look to you for the way through instead of trying to create a way around or over by my power. As they walk through, give me the wisdom and strength to walk alongside them. May they learn endurance in the face of hardship, patience under trial, and perseverance in hard situations. My kids can do hard things by your strength, Lord. Thank you for working in their lives to bring them to maturity. I confess my natural tendency is to do things by my own strength, and I pray you will help me rely more on you.





JANUARY 16


Come in Power


We know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.


1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-5 NIV


The gospel message is power to all those who believe. We don’t want our children to be people who gain tons of Christian knowledge but don’t have their souls invested. We want them to have deeply rooted, gospel-driven transformations by the power of the Holy Spirit.


Holy Spirit, today’s verse displays what I want for my household. May the gospel come to my home in power and with deep conviction. Let the truth of the gospel be spoken. Let its words sink deep into the hearts of my kids. I don’t want them to only have head knowledge that they can memorize or recite but has no power.


Let your power turn seeds into rooted truths that change their lives. Let the roots stretch deep and the trunk grow strong. May my children be people of deep conviction. May they stand firm for the gospel all their days. No matter what opposition they face, I pray these deep roots will hold fast in their lives. As the roots deepen, give them the confidence of people who know they are loved deeply by you. Reassure them that they have been chosen by you. Let these truths sustain them. Thank you for your unparalleled love and your merciful choosing of us.





JANUARY 17


Light


This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.


1 JOHN 1:5 NIV


Most of us are familiar with the children’s song, “This Little Light of Mine.” The song is about us having light. That light has been given to us by the light of the world, Jesus. Praise him that he has made us like himself!


God, your light was present at the beginning of time. You created more light, harnessed it, and appointed it for our benefit. Both the glory of a sunrise and the reassuring presence of the moon point our hearts toward you. In the darkness of the beginning, your light was there.


In the same way, the light of your presence is here with us in dark times. Just as you harnessed, appointed, and designated light for purpose at creation, your creative light will also work in the darkness around me. Will you break through the darkness? Will you let light shine through the crevices of my life? Will you shine your light on my kids so they can experience your beauty? Whatever may be hiding in darkness in their lives, let it come to light. Let nothing be hidden. Thank you for the freedom that is found in your light.





JANUARY 18


A Gift


Because of his love, God had already decided to make us his own children through Jesus Christ. That was what he wanted and what pleased him.


EPHESIANS 1:5 NCV


On tough parenting days, we often ask ourselves, “Is this what I prayed for? Did I really sign up for this?” Most of us did pray and long for the children we now have. When the going gets tough, it’s helpful to remember them as gifts from the Lord. They are answered prayers.


One of the deepest desires of the human heart is to belong. Thank you, Father, for making me your child. You chose me, and I belong to you. You truly want me, and that blows my mind. Being my Father, and I being your child, brings you pleasure. I confess I sometimes forget the truth of my secure identity as your child. Will you remind me?


Thank you for the gift of my earthly children. Each of them is unique and precious to you and me. When things are hard, remind me that they are a gift. Stir up in my heart the things I love about them. Show me how to love them well. I pray they will become your children as well and find belonging and safety in your family. Give me wisdom to reassure them of their dignity and value.





JANUARY 19


Just Ask


If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He is generous to everyone and will give you wisdom without criticizing you.


JAMES 1:5 NCV


Ever dealt with a tantrum or consequence from a child that you know could have been avoided had they only asked for help? There you are, willing and able to aid in whatever manner is needed, and yet the solution is just out of reach because they didn’t ask. Let us not do the same. Ask God for what you need.


Generous Father whose abundance is overflowing and whose heart is willing, I praise you! You are not stingy with me. You are waiting and willing to help and to give when I ask. I am here today, asking. I humbly admit my need for your wisdom. I often wish my children would come to me for advice and help in their times of need. What a delight it is to walk alongside them in life. I know you have the same longing about me, and you are willing to help me in my journey as a parent.


Will you walk alongside me today? Give me wisdom to face this day and all the situations that will arise. You are not critical and overbearing; you do not chastise me for being human. Help me mirror the same kindness to my own children when they ask for help.





JANUARY 20


Set-apart Love


“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart.”


JEREMIAH 1:5 NIV


When you give a specific child direct praise, doesn’t that little face just light up? Especially in the midst of a lot of siblings or a large class of peers, being called out as extraordinary amidst the masses is so fulfilling. God is communicating that same specific, just-for-you love.


Father, I praise you for your love toward me. This specific, intimate, and personal love is shown in your knowledge of me even before I was formed. You love is evident in the fact that you did form me; your knowledge of my days and the steps of my life reveals your care for me.


I am grateful that this is also true for each of my children. You knew them, formed them, and placed them into my family. I pray for their future days as you have set them apart for great things. May they bring glory to you with their lives. May they know that special belonging love you have for them. Let them walk in confidence as children who are loved. Things are set apart because they have value and are special. Show me my children as the set-apart people that they are. Thank you for entrusting me with such a valuable gift. Give me strength to communicate value to them today.





JANUARY 21


Good and Bad


I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.


PHILIPPIANS 1:6 ESV


We serve a powerful God. He can work all circumstances in our kids’ lives for good. He is the God of restoration, and nothing can stop him. Let us pray he uses both the good and the bad for his glory in our children’s lives.


I praise you, God, for you are the one true God who is in control and sovereign over our world. When my sight is clouded by frustration or fear, reveal the goodness you are growing in my kids’ lives. Use me in their lives; don’t let me get in the way of the good plans you have for them.


I pray you will keep after them, drawing their hearts closer to you all their days. I pray you will bless them with health, both mentally and physically. Help them to thrive in the good works that you have planned for them in this life. In whatever suffering or troubles come their way, thank you for using them to restore them. In whatever sin they commit, I pray their hearts will be soft for your discipline and receptive to repentance. When I’m feeling nervous for their futures, remind me of this truth: you are mighty, and you are working.





JANUARY 22


Cold Morning Joy


Be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead. You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.


1 PETER 1:6, 8–9 NLT


Is there anything better than kids opening gifts? That joy over receiving the item that was long anticipated and desired is hard to match. May this be the kind of joy we express in light of our salvation.


Turn my heart to remember you today, oh Lord. As the days go on in a sometimes monotonous procession of work, chores, and the needs of my kids, I confess I lose joy. I take for granted how glorious of a truth it is that you are trustworthy to save. You have brought me out of the kingdom of death and into your kingdom of life!


Refresh my spirit. Grant me new joy in my salvation. Let this joy be contagious in my household; may those who live with me join in praising you. Let spontaneous praise and rejoicing break out in my household. Let us see your marvelous deeds in creation and give you praise. I confess my heart can often turn cold. Please warm it. Like a cozy fire on a cold morning, warm my heart and fill it with joy. Help me share it with those around me today.





JANUARY 23


Walk in the Light


If we keep living in the pure light that surrounds him, we share unbroken fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, continually cleanses us from all sin.


1 JOHN 1:7 TPT


Our sinful natures have a natural inclination to cover up. Think of Adam and Eve in the garden. Sin loses its power when brought to the light. Pray that our kids are not deceived by the whispers of shame. When they mess up, may they open to the light of Jesus.


Jesus, you are the light of the world. No darkness can compete with your glorious light. Pure light like this is an exposing thing. Our sinful natures are dark and broken, and shame whispers in our ears to hide our deeds from others and especially from you.


I pray you will silence that voice in the ears of my children. Let them walk in the light. Let them find the light comforting and safe. If they have any hidden sins, may they bring them to the light. Bringing our shame to light melts it away, and all that remains is unity with you. Restore this unity to my children. Protect them against the whispers that tell them to hide their sin, lie, and cover things up. Let them know beauty is found living in the light. I pray for unbroken fellowship between my children and me as well; may that trust grow and flourish. Thank you for your cleansing light.





JANUARY 24


Precious Faith


These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.


1 PETER 1:7 NLT


We are not born people of faith. We are born with a sinful nature. When our children do come to faith, it is just the beginning of a lifelong process of refinement. We can support them in their faith by praying for their perseverance through the trials that will come their way.


Holy Spirit, I ask that you give my children genuine faith. It shouldn’t be manufactured by an experience or a desire to be like everyone else; it must be a sincere acknowledgment of their need for a Savior. Let this faith endure through all the trials that they face.


I don’t want them to face the fire. No, I would much rather shield them from the testing that comes in this life. But the refining of faith is more valuable. Help me to remember that. Create a valuable faith for them. May they tend to it and treasure it while relying on you to keep it strong. When they do face trials, I pray these hard things will strengthen their faith. Don’t let trouble drive a wedge between my children and you. Let them learn perseverance and endurance. Remind them that your love preserves them through it all.





JANUARY 25


Free of Fear


God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.


2 TIMOTHY 1:7 ESV


Fear is a very real thing. Telling our kids to get over it or to stop worrying will not overcome it. We must pray with them and point them to God’s Word, which promises us to bring freedom from fear.


Good Father, you tell us in your Word that your perfect love drives out fear. You do not want us to be afraid or live under that bondage. In your goodness, you have given us ways to be free from fear. I pray for my children. Please remove any demonic influence of fear over them. Replace its presence with your good presence. Let love and peace fill my children’s souls instead.


I pray you will give my children the bravery they need to face their fears. Let them know you fight for them, you are near them, and you will never leave them. In the midst of a scary situation, let your overwhelming love flood the moment and change the atmosphere. I trust that you love them deeply and will give them true freedom from fear. Thank you for being good, kind, and powerful. You are more powerful than any darkness or fear that comes their way.





JANUARY 26


Forgiveness


He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins.


EPHESIANS 1:7 NLT


No matter what you see portrayed in social media and on TV, there is no such thing as a perfect parent. We will mess up, and our kids will mess up as well. Thankfully, we have the perfect heavenly Father who is rich in forgiveness for all of us.


God of mercy, you purchased our freedom and forgave us. Now, because of the work of your Son on the cross, I can be at peace with you. Forgiveness is always available to me. I pray you will teach me to forgive as you have forgiven me. It can be difficult to forgive when I see my bad habits reflected in my children. Give me the strength and mercy to forgive them. When they sin, give me patience to lovingly correct them and guide them to your mercy seat.


I pray you will give them soft hearts that seek out forgiveness. Please don’t let them harden their hearts. Kill the pride that rises up in them and says they don’t need mercy and forgiveness. Instead, let them be quick to ask for forgiveness. Your abundance of grace means that there is always more than enough for us.
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