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About the Author


Kite Harris was born a true Cockney, in St Barts, London. She spent the first six years of her life living in Richmond, Greater London. Kite does not remember much about it, but the sausage rolls from the local bakery were good and there was a great toy shop. London taxis, the underground, the parks, it was not a bad introduction to the world. Hampshire has been her home since then and she can honestly say that it is a tidy, civilised county where people go about their daily business with pride.


Having been a keen student at school, Kite was not so enthralled by her studies at Sixth Form College. However, she did go on to learn Italian, enough to get by in that department and studied various areas, such as theatre, media and fashion, makeup, computers, and travel and tourism. Never having gone down the career route, she has worked as a waitress, a chambermaid, a stable hand, a cleaner and in a playgroup.


Kite has a keen interest in making crafts, and four lively dogs, with whom she shares her home along with her partner.











Dedication


I hope my two daughters aged 10 and 12 will find this book helpful in their growing and learning experience.


To my partner, Daryl, who was an inspiration throughout this journey, and my brothers, Tom and Jamie, who closely read copies and gave good advice.
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Hey ho let’s go!


So, say the Sweedies
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Part 1 La Vacation











Chapter 1 Arriving at the Airport


Sally discreetly took her compact mirror out of her small handbag. Lipstick, check, okay, mascara check, okay. That was a surprise, considering how hot it was, she could not help feeling.


The Sweedies were setting off on their annual holiday, they were going to Spain for the first time. It was 4:30 am on a particularly hot and humid Saturday morning in June. The family had just arrived at Stansted Airport, coming from their home in Southend on Sea, Essex, courtesy of National Enterprise coaches. Howard stood at the side of the coach in his blue chinos and trendy trainers, he was wearing a V-neck, red, flannel top and considered himself to be smart casual for the commencement of what he hoped not to be an ordeal. He wanted to blend in with the Spanish but retain an English gentleman’s persona. Sally appeared tailored as usual. She had not wanted to stand out but had certainly made an effort. The children wore tracksuits as Sally had suggested for comfort, and they had abided accordingly.
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